
 

 

 

Huntingdonshire Councillor Brief 

10th November 2020 via Microsoft Teams 

Acting Police and Crime Commissioner, Ray Bisby held a virtual briefing for Huntingdonshire 
councillors on Tuesday 10th November.  

He was joined by his Acting Chief Executive, Jim Haylett as well as Inspector Gourlay and Mike 
Brookes from Cambridgeshire Constabulary.  

Mr Bisby began by welcoming those Councillors attending and outlined his confirmed period of 
office, now until May 2021, following the cancellation of Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) 
elections in May 2020 (due to the pandemic).   

He invited councillors to be aware of the Chief Constable’s current proposals on neighbourhood 
policing:  

• As the voice of the public, the Commissioner reminded councillors that he welcomes hearing any 
concerns regarding the Chief Constable’s proposals. 

• The proposals include the reduction and alignment of PCSOs to all neighbourhoods across the 
force, the removal of the community safety role and a change to the opening hours of enquiry 
offices across the county. It is the Chief’s responsibility to manage his workforce both in terms of 
police officers and staff.  

• The Commissioner confirmed that he has to date received a number of concerns from the public 
and has put these to the Chief Constable at his formal Board meeting. He will continue to raise 
any concerns with the Chief Constable. As the internal consultation is currently ongoing, these 
concerns will be responded to in due course on the Constabulary website.  

• Mr Bisby went on to confirm that this is not about reducing Neighbourhood policing – on the 

contrary, Cambridgeshire already has the highest number of warranted police officers it has ever 

had, thanks to the Government’s uplift police officer recruitment programme, which has seen 

the recruitment of an additional 62 warranted police officers over the past year and a further 

140 set to join the force over the next two years. 

 

• The Commissioner commented that the Chief Constable is not making these proposals lightly. 
Every year, as with all public services, the resources across the whole organisation are taken into 
consideration – changes to demand, modernisation which requires investment, and basic costs 
rise. This means difficult choices have to be made. 

• He ended by reminding councillors that Cambridgeshire remains the 5th lowest in the country in 
terms of funding per head of population which continues to put the policing budget at a 
significant disadvantage. Both he and the Chief Constable continue to present this case 



 

 

nationally and regularly raise the issue with local MPs. He asked councillors to raise the issue of 
fairer funding with local leaders and MPs if it is something they are concerned about. 

Councillors were asked to contact the Commissioner with any further views.  A link about the Chief 
Constable’s proposals can be found here: www.cambs.police.uk/news-and-appeals/neighbourhood-
changes-2020.   

After questioning about the role of the Commissioner in the proposals, the Acting Chief Executive, 
Jim Haylett suggested councillors might find reading the Policing Protocol helpful – as it sets out the 
legal relationship between the Commissioner and the Chief Constable and what each is responsible 
for.  

A link to the protocol is provided below: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/117474/policing-protocol-order.pdf 

Community Road Safety schemes 

Mike Brookes, Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s Speedwatch Coordinator then provided an update on 
what councillors can do to build local community resilience and encourage local people to support 
community safety activities. He reminded councillors about the volunteer organisations set up 
across Cambridgeshire, namely Speedwatch, HGV Watch, and Neighbourhood Watch all of which 
continue to support partnership initiatives to keep residents safe. He also outlined the benefits of 
councillors and residents signing up to ECops to receive regular updates from the Constabulary 
and/or the Commissioner’s Office.   

Issues raised by councillors on the issue of road safety included: a question about highways 
enforcement and what police can do to enforce inconsiderate parking; the impact of road closures 
outside schools during the Covid lockdowns; specific questions about the effectiveness of road 
safety equipment, access and funding to it – both within and out of Speedwatch schemes and what 
training is available 

Inspector Gourlay, Cambridgeshire Constabulary responded that police did enforce illegal parking 
when possible however this is dependent on priority calls for service. Councillors are encouraged to 
speak to their local District Council leaders about the potential of decriminalisation of parking which 
has been adopted in Peterborough.  

Councillors were asked to provide details of speeding concerns through to Mike Brookes who will 
liaise with local Speedwatch coordinators. 

Attendees were reminded about the Commissioner’s commitment to the countywide Road Safety 
Partnership.  

Link to Cambs and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership now known as Vision Zero: 

https://www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/accessing-information/cambridgeshire-and-peterborough-

vision-zero-

partnership/#:~:text=Cambridgeshire%20and%20Peterborough%20Vision%20Zero%20Partnership%

20Road%20safety,priority%20for%20the%20authorities%20of%20Cambridgeshire%20and%20Peter

borough. 

Contact details: Mike Brookes, (Speedwatch, HGV Watch and Neighbourhood Watch), email: 

speedwatch@cambs.pnn.police.uk    

Speedwatch: http://speedwatch.info/  

Neighbourhood Watch: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/  
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To sign up for Ecops visit: https://www.ecops.org.uk/  

 

Against Scams Partnership 

Charlotte Homent (Cambridgeshire County Council) then provided an update on the progress of the 
countywide Scams partnership, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams Partnership.  

A copy of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams Partnership’s presentation can be found 
on this page.  

More details can be found on the Partnership website which contains a range of downloadable 

assets: https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/capasp/. 

Other issues raised by Councillors included: concerns about the removal of the St Neots enquiry 

desk and what service will be put in its place; also the previous commissioner’s commitment to a 

new police station for St Neots.  

Acting Chief Executive Jim Haylett responded that it is a proposal to co-locate the Police Station with 

the Fire Station in St Neots. The Fire Station is in a more publicly accessible location and will mean 

emergency services co-locating and saving public money. His understanding was that members of 

the public would still be able to contact the police with a yellow phone outside the station and they 

would still be able to make appointments to see a police officer. Insp Gourlay confirmed these 

arrangements. 

Insp. Gourlay added that increased us of mobile phones and online reporting by the public has 

resulted in a significant reduction in footfall into police stations. 

Where the closure of enquiry desks is proposed, there remains a range of options for people to 

contact the police, and anyone requiring an appointment in a police station with a police officer will 

be able to book an appointment.  

A number of councillors also commented on the benefits of community hubs and how they can offer 

solutions for local police to hold enquiry sessions.  

Insp Gourlay asked for details to be shared so she can look into this.  

Police and Crime Commissioner social media channels: 

Twitter: @PCCCambs 

Facebook: @CambsPCC 

Instagram: @PCCCambs 

ENDS 
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