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To:  Business Coordination Board 

From:  Chief Constable  

Date:  29 September 2020  

SOUTHERN POLICING HUB UPDATE   

1. Purpose 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to update the Business Coordination Board (the “Board”) 
on the planning application for the Southern Police Station from Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary (the “Constabulary”).   

2. Recommendation 

2.1 The Board is recommended to note the contents of the paper.   

3. Background  

3.1 The Board received an update on the Public Consultation regarding the project at its 
last meeting on 3rd September 2020, with the following  next steps reported: 

3.2 The issues raised during the consultation will be covered in the planning application 
documents and upon submission a two-page briefing note will be sent to all attendees 
of the public exhibition and other interested parties to alert them to the submission of 
the planning application. This will include details of how to provide comments on the 
South Cambridgeshire District Council’s planning portal. 

3.3 The Constabulary will undertake further meetings with stakeholders following the 
submission of the planning application before determination by South Cambridgeshire 
District Council if required. 
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3.4 A press release was published by the Constabulary on 10th September 2020.  See 
Appendix 1. 

4.         Planning Pre-application Advice     

4.1 On 28th August 2020 a planning pre-application meeting was held with South 
Cambridgeshire District Council (as the Local Planning Authority) to present the design 
changes from the first pre-application meeting and to seek further advice ahead of the 
full planning application in September.  Design changes incorporated since the first 
pre-app meeting, public consultations and the ongoing design review included:  

• The Building has been reoriented on the site and moved towards the Northern 
Boundary.  This provides better screening of the car parking and potential for 
placemaking and a more accessible frontage to the site.  

• Car parking provision has reduced from initial scheme in line with sustainable 
travel policies. 

• Green spaces and permeable surfaces incorporated into car park. 

• Landscape scheme is to provide enhanced buffer zones around the site perimeter 
and improve the ecological potential.  Includes Swales and meadow planting 
areas. 

• Landscape planting within the site is to provide screening, canopy cover and will 
be used to break the mass of the parking areas 

• Building Footprint has been reduced by approximately 14m in length from 
previous scheme. 

• The entrance and fenestration have been amended to reflect comments 

• A significant reduction in rooftop plant is proposed.   

4.2 The Planning Officer found the briefing from our Design & Build contractor informative 
and confirmed that he would obtain further advice from his colleagues to enable an 
application to be submitted w/c 21 September 2020.  

4.3 It was suggested that a similar presentation to Council Members would be helpful and 
that he would make the necessary arrangements.  

4.4 Having reviewed the documentation suggested a presentation to the planning 
consultees shortly after validation.  A further meeting would then be held with the 
Constabulary’s team once the 21 day consultation period is over to go through the 
responses. 

5. National Police Estate Group (NPEG)/College of Policing Custody Review      

5.1 The design has been reviewed by a Custody Review Panel with further advice received 
from the NPEG/College of Policing Custody expert with further revisions to the van 
dock, fire exits and stores to ensure security, privacy and respect of detainees.  This 
review was undertaken as part of NPEG’s national remit 

5.2 It was suggested that ‘A Day in the Life/What is Custody’ document would sit well with 
the planning application and assist the Planning Officer, Consultees and Planning 
Committee in understanding the police requirements and operational procedures.  
This was successfully adopted in a new build project in Hampshire and the 
Constabulary welcomed this advice and produced a similar document. 
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6. Planning Application 

6.1  The target for submission of the planning application is in the week commencing 21 
September 2020 with a suite of documents including a planning statement, design and 
access statement, a Statement of Community Involvement, ‘A Day in the Life/What is 
Custody’ being submitted along with an extensive schedule of due diligence surveys.  

6.2 The Constabulary’s Design Team from Pick Everards and Wates will support all 
presentation requested from the Planning Officer and provide responses to any 
requests for clarity or additional information.   

6.3 Following validation of the planning application a briefing note will be sent to all 
attendees of the public exhibition and other interested parties, including residents of 
Milton, to alert them to the submission of the application.  This will include details of 
how to provide comments on the South Cambridgeshire District Council planning 
portal. 

6.4 The Constabulary will undertake further meetings with stakeholders shortly after the 
submission of the planning application.   

7. Recommendation    

7.1 The Board is recommended to note the contents of the paper. 
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