
 

South Cambs Councillor Brief 
2nd September 2020 via Microsoft Teams 

Acting Police and Crime Commissioner, Ray Bisby held a virtual briefing for South Cambridgeshire 
councillors on Wednesday 2nd September. 

Mr Bisby began by welcoming those Councillors attending and outlined his confirmed period of 
office, now until May 2021, following the cancellation of Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) 
elections in May 2020 (due to the pandemic).   

He offered a brief update on the recent public consultation held jointly by the Office of the Police 
and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) and Cambridgeshire Constabulary on the proposed new Police 
Station at Milton.  

Update on the proposed new police station at Milton: 
 

• The month-long consultation closed on 31 July. More than 2,000 people visited the project 
website to view the proposals. The majority of those providing feedback agreed that the hub 
is a good use of the proposed site.  

• A full analysis of the feedback received and responses is detailed in the Statement of 
Community Involvement which will be published on the South Cambridgeshire Planning 
Portal and on the PCC’s website following the submission of the planning application.   

• All of the comments received have been reviewed by the project team in readiness for the 
planning submission.  
 

Further communications activity will take place when the planning application is submitted about 
how people can comment on the application on the South Cambridgeshire District Council planning 
portal. Members of the public and stakeholders can register for updates via the consultation website 
www.cambspoliceconsultation.co.uk.  

 
The latest update on the Milton proposal can be found on the PCC’s website both on the specific 
Southern Hub page and on the 3rd September Business Co-ordination Board page: 
https://www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/accessing-information/decision-making/business-
coordination-board/ 

Community Road Safety schemes 

Alasdair Baker, (Partnerships & Communities Officer, OPCC) then provided an update on what 
communities can do to support community safety activities in their communities, reminding 
councillors about the volunteer organisations set up across Cambridgeshire, namely Speedwatch, 
HGV Watch, and Neighbourhood Watch all of which continue to support partnership initiatives to 



keep residents safe. He also outlined the benefits of councillors and residents signing up to ECops to 
receive regular updates from the Constabulary and/or OPCC.  

Councillors were signposted to the Force Watch Coordinator, Mike Brookes for more information.  

Contact details: Mike Brookes, (Speedwatch, HGV Watch and Neighbourhood Watch), email: 
speedwatch@cambs.pnn.police.uk    

Speedwatch: http://speedwatch.info/  

Neighbourhood Watch: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/  

To sign up for Ecops visit: https://www.ecops.org.uk/  

Issues raised by councillors attending the meeting included: how data from MVAS (Mobile Vehicle 
Activate Sign) is used to impact tasking for enforcement, where initial engagement is not having the 
desired impact, where councillors and residents should report local intelligence, whether mobile 
camera units can be provided by the Constabulary, how many volunteers a Speedwatch or HGV 
Watch scheme needs to operate efficiently, and what the Force is doing in response to speeding 
through villages 

In response, Alasdair Baker confirmed that both the Commissioner and the Constabulary remain 
committed members of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership – now 
known as the Vision zero partnership. The force’s dedicated Roads Policing Unit alongside local 
Police officers work hard to promote road safety - engaging, explaining, encouraging and enforcing 
where necessary.  

The Constabulary as well as partners run a variety of activities, including enforcement, educational 
and engineering solutions to help educate drivers.  One example of this is Speedwatch, where 
communities can gather and submit intelligence about speeding vehicles that is then actions by the 
police. The Commissioner has invested heavily in Speedwatch throughout this term of office to 
increase the resources available to Speedwatch schemes and allow for a growth in the number of 
volunteers that now stands at over 2000.  

It was confirmed that speed data is made available to the Constabulary and partners and helps 
inform where resources can be deployed for proactive action where appropriate.  

Residents are encouraged to report intelligence about any crime, anti-social behaviour or 
safeguarding concerns by calling 101 or using the Constabulary website. Where there are persistent 
concerns around speeding, these can be emailed to speedwatch@cambs.pnn.police.uk who may be 
able to offer additional support or advice.  

Mobile enforcement camera vans are operated by the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Hertfordshire Cameras, Tickets and Collisions (CTC) Unit. Additional speed monitoring equipment, 
such as the mobile signs used by Speedwatch schemes is made available for use free of charge by 
the Constabulary. In some cases, kit is shared across multiple schemes. Some parishes have 
previously bought their own kit, and in some cases, the Commissioner has provided match funding.  

Against Scams Partnership 

Elaine Matthews (Cambridgeshire County Council) then provided an update on the progress of the 
countywide Scams partnership, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams Partnership.  

A copy of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams Partnership’s presentation can be found 
on this page.  



Issues raised by Councillors included what the Partnership is doing to support postal scams.  

More details can be found on the Partnership website which contains a range of downloadable 
assets: https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/capasp/ 

ENDS 

 

 

 


