
8th August 2019  
 

Our Ref:  FOI/OPCC/19-045 
 

Dear Requestor 
 

REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 

 

I write in response to your request for information dated 16th July 2019 to the Cambridgeshire Office 

of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) entitled ‘Apprenticeship Entry’. 

 

The OPCC has treated your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the “Act”). 

Your request sought access to the information numbered 1 to 3 below.  The OPCC’s decision and 

response regarding your request is also given below.  
 

OPCC’S decision regarding release of information 
 

The OPCC has decided to release information regarding questions 1 and 2 but have decided not to 

release information in respect of question 3.  
 

Q1. There is a written record that your Force has considered the implications of this Policy.  
 

 OPCC response: 
 

1.1 The Police and Crime Commissioner’s governance board (the Business Co-ordination Board 

(BCB)) considered a report on Policing Education Qualifications Framework (PEQF) on at its 

meeting on the 1st November 2018.  The report was classified as ‘Commercial in Confidence’.  

The agenda for this meeting can be found on the link below: 
 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-

pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/03/18-11-01-BCB-Agenda.pdf 

 

Q2.   The contents of this record, in terms of whom was present and the decision  
 

 OPCC response: 
 

2.1 The minutes of the BCB meeting on the 1st November 2018 can be found on the Commissioner’s 

website on the link below:   
 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-

pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/03/18-11-01-Approved-BCB-minutes.pdf 

 

Q3. What are the implications for the Force in terms of abstractions (equivalent Officers per day) 

if this Policy is introduced 
 

OPCC response and rationale: 
 

  

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/03/18-11-01-BCB-Agenda.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/03/18-11-01-BCB-Agenda.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/03/18-11-01-Approved-BCB-minutes.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/03/18-11-01-Approved-BCB-minutes.pdf


 

3.1 The report to November 2018 BCB contained the information requested.    
 
3.2 The OPCC has decided not to release the information in this report and has relied on section 

31(1)(a) of the Act ‘Law Enforcement – the prevention or detection of crime’ and has provided 
the rationale below for using this exemption having considered and applied the requisite public 
interest and prejudice tests. 

 
3.3 The OPCC considers that if the information in the BCB report is disclosed it would be likely to 

prejudice the prevention or detection of crime. 

4. Public interest test 

4.1 As s31 is a qualified exemption under the Act, the OPCC has to consider the public interest.  In 

doing so this requires balancing the public interest in disclosure against the public interest in 

maintaining the exception. 

5. Public interest factors in favour of disclosing 

5.1 The OPCC recognises that the public has a legitimate interest in information about police 

resources that their money has paid for.  

6. Public interest factors in favour of not disclosing/maintaining the exemption 

6.1  The OPCC considers that in disclosing the information there would be an impact on 

Cambridgeshire Constabulary’s (the “Constabulary”) police resources and as such the ability to 

prevent and detect crime and would allow an increase in crime to take place. 

7. Balance of the public interest factors 

7.1 After consideration of the factors of the public interest test they are clearly weighed in favour 

of non-disclosure.  Looking at the most important factors of the test it was clear the public 

interest in the Constabulary’s ability to prevent crime and have effective law enforcement 

tactics in place, significantly outweighs the public interest in the use of police resources.  As a 

result the risk of crime would be greater if the information was disclosed than if not and for 

these reasons the balancing test for disclosure is not made out. 

8. Would disclosure likely to prejudice law enforcement (the Prejudice test) 

8.1 Section 31 is a prejudice based qualified exemption which requires the prejudice (harm) to be 

evidenced and a public interest test to be carried out.  This means it can only be used if the 

public interest test favours non-disclosure. 

8.2 Disclosing information relating to any implications on policing levels would harm the 

Constabulary’s operational ability by allowing those intent on committing crime to identify 

police presence and assist them in avoiding detection, putting communities at risk of crime and 

therefore, increasing the fear of crime within Cambridgeshire. 

The Act requires that the OPCC handles all requests in a manner that is blind to the identity of the 

requestor.  Any information released in response to a request is regarded as being published and 

therefore in the public domain without caveat.   
 



We trust that the information provided above meets your needs.  However, if you are unhappy with 

this response, please see the attached ‘satisfied with our service’ document, which sets out your rights 

to appeal. 
 

Should you have any further enquiries concerning this matter please do not hesitate to contact me 

quoting the above reference. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
 


