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Prevention is the key to saving lives
We have seen a number of shocking events in the last few weeks and I want to start by expressing my deep condolences to all
those who lost loved ones or were affected in any way by the recent terror attacks in London and Manchester and the horrific fire
at Grenfell Tower in North Kensington.
Those responsible for the terrorist attacks are a disgrace to humanity, particularly when they confess to be doing this in the name
of any religion. We will continue to stand shoulder to shoulder in this country, regardless of faith or non-faith, colour or gender.
Cambridgeshire Constabulary continues to work closely with regional and national agencies to try and prevent future atrocities
and ensure that we are as safe as we can possibly be.
The appalling loss of life at Grenfell Tower demonstrates the importance of effective fire prevention activity and the monitoring
of safety standards and equipment. I know that Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service have been working closely with councils
and organisations to identify buildings that may be at risk from unsuitable cladding similar to Grenfell Tower.
One of my roles as Police and Crime Commissioner is to explore options for collaboration with other emergency services where
there are potential benefits to be had. Collaboration between Blue Light Services in our county is already strong and I have been
working with police and fire colleagues to look at options for the way the fire and rescue service is governed in the future. The
result is a report that evaluates different options for future governance and recommends that the Police and Crime Commissioner
takes on the governance of the fire and rescue service.
I would like your views on these proposals and I have launched a formal consultation this week. I hope you will take the time to
provide your feedback - a link to the short survey is available here.
Finally, too many people are killed or injured on our roads so I am delighted to have been able to fund “Drive iQ”, an initiative
aimed at educating young drivers and reducing the risk of them having accidents (see page 3). In a similar vein, the Constabulary’s
new Watch Coordinator (page 2) will support the county’s watch schemes including Speedwatch, whereby local volunteers
support the police in tackling speeding.

Jason Ablewhite, Police and Crime Commissioner
Jason is pictured above with students at Huntingdon Racecourse launching Drive iQ – see page 3 for more info.
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Police Commissioner seeks your views
Police and Crime Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite has launched a consultation
to seek your views following an opportunity for him to have greater
responsibility for Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service.
New legislation means that Police and Crime Commissioners can take on
responsibilities for fire and rescue services in their area where a good case is
made to do so. Over the last few months, the Commissioner has been
working with police and fire colleagues to explore options that would give him
a greater role in the governance of the county’s fire service. A business case
has now been independently produced (by PA Consulting) setting out the four
options available and highlights the advantages and disadvantages of each
option.
You can comment on the consultation by clicking on the link provided below.
Find out more

National Volunteers’ Week – could you contribute?
The huge contribution volunteers make to policing in Cambridgeshire was
celebrated as part of National Volunteers’ Week which ran from 1st until 7th
June.
Chief Constable Alec Wood and Police and Crime Commissioner, Jason
Ablewhite thanked the many volunteers, from Specials to police support
volunteers and cadet leaders for their valuable work. Chief Constable Alec
Wood said: “There are so many great reasons to volunteers for the police
force. I would encourage anyone who wants to do something worthwhile in
their spare time to visit the recruitment pages of our website.”
Jason is pictured volunteering at The Edge Café, in Mill Road, Cambridge.
Find out more

New Watch Coordinator
The force has appointed a new Watch Coordinator, Mike Brooks, to support
the county’s Neighbourhood Watch and Speedwatch schemes. Mike will be
working with the schemes to help increase public involvement in keeping our
communities safer.
If you are interested in any of the Watch schemes, contact Mike on
mike.brooks@cambs.pnn.police.uk

March for Peace in Peterborough
Police and Crime Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite joined dignatories and local
residents in a peace parade in Peterborough, on 21st May to celebrate
community cohesion and understanding.
The annual procession is held to mark the birthday of The Prophet
Muhammed.
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Firearms capacity to increase across the county
The number of firearms officers available to provide armed capacity and
capability across Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire (BCH) has
increased by 50 percent. The increase is not in relation to any specific
intelligence with regards to any imminent terror attack.
Paul Fullwood, Assistant Chief Constable for the BCH Joint Protection Services
said: “The tragic incidents in Manchester and London show us how important it
is that we have the appropriate number of firearms trained officers. When
others run away from danger, our brave officers run towards the threat.”
Find out more

Partnership event educates young drivers on road safety
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership hosted a Young
Driver event at Huntingdon Racecourse on 28th and 29th June to help put
youngsters on the right road to safety. More than 3,500 young people aged
between 16 and 25 have been killed or seriously injured on Cambridgeshire’s
roads in the last five years.
Young people attending were able to try Drive iQ, a free e-learning platform
which assesses individuals through a range of interactive models including
distractions, alcohol and drugs and thrill seeking.
Find out more

Hate Crime Centre launched
A new centre has been set up in Peterborough where people can report hate
crime. Bayard Place in the city centre, which is shared by Peterborough City
Council and Cambridgeshire Constabulary, is now a third party reporting centre.
Specially trained staff are available to take reports of hate crime and guide
people through their options. PC Tiff Lane, the force’s hate crime coordinator,
said: “Everyone should be allowed to live free from harassment and the fear of
crime. We appreciate this type of incident can be confusing and frightening for
victims, their family and the wider community. Reporting can make a real
difference.”
Find out more

Force focuses on drink and drug driving
Cambridgeshire Constabulary will continue to focus attention on people driving
under the influence of drink and/or drugs following a national campaign
launched in June.
PC Jon Morris, Casualty Reduction Officer, said: “Any amount of drink or drugs
in your system can affect your ability to drive and so we always encourage
motorists to have none for the road. I want to make it clear to motorists that we
always prioritise bringing offenders driving under the influence to justice.”
By calling the confidential hotline on 0800 032 0845, people can help officers
catch those responsible for drink and drug driving.
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FORTHCOMING SURGERIES
USEFUL LINKS


Safer Peterborough Partnership



Fenland Community Safety Partnership



Cambridge Community Safety
Partnership



Huntingdonshire Community Safety
Partnership



South Cambridgeshire Crime & Disorder Reduction
Partnership



East Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership

The Police and Crime Commissioner offers regular one to one
meetings across the county. If you have an issue you would like to
discuss, you can book a 15 minute appointment. Please email:
cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk or phone 0300 333 3456 to make
an appointment:
15th August, 10.00 am – 12 noon, Wisbech Police Station, Wisbech
12th September, 10.00 am – 12 noon, Peterborough Town Hall,
Peterborough

Useful Links:

Getting in touch:
It’s important for me and my team to represent your views so if you want to get in touch, please do. I am here to represent you and
to make sure your voice is heard.
You can write to me:
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner
PO Box 688
Huntingdon
PE29 9LA
You can follow me:
Email me: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk, phone: 0300 333 3456
Follow me:

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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