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To:  Joint Audit Committee 

From:  Chief Constable 

Date:  31st March 2015 

  

REPORT TITLE 
 
1. Recommendations 

 
1.1  The Committee is asked to note the contents of the report, specifically the requirement 

to delay internal audit on child protection. 
 

2. Background 
 
2.1 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabularies (HMIC) is completing a full inspection of 

child protection arrangements in all 43 Police Forces in England and Wales. This is a rolling 
programme that assesses a number of areas in which the Police come into contact with 
children. The inspection assesses the effectiveness of Police (and local partnership 
arrangements) in protecting children. 

 
2.2. This is, therefore, not just an inspection into Child Abuse investigation but covers a wide   
range of areas including, online abuse, missing from home cases, detention of children in 
custody, as well as child sexual exploitation.  
 
2.3 The findings of the inspections are intended to provide information to the Police, the 
Police and Crime Commissioner and the Public on how well children protected and their needs 
met to secure improvements for the future. 
 
3. Report content 
 
3.1 The series of inspections began in March 2014 with the HIMC’s vision being that all Forces 
would be inspected as soon as practicable. There has, however, been a delay to this schedule. 
 
3.2 The inspections are unannounced, albeit Forces are given a broad indication of when it 
will arrive. Initial correspondence with the HMIC suggested this would be at the tail end of 
2014. 
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3.3. In January 2015, the HMIC contacted the Constabulary and informed them that it would 
take place in the first quarter of the 2015/16 financial year. This was followed in February 
2015 with a message that prioritisation had changed it would not be in this quarter any more. 
No date was given, but the suggestion was that this was still some way off. 
 
3.4. Some assurance can be taken from this as it is believed that the HMIC are focussing their 
inspections on Forces that are perceived to have greatest room for improvement. 
 
3.5. So far, around half of the Forces across the Country have been inspected and it is 
anticipated that the series of inspections may not be concluded this financial year. It should 
be noted that following inspection, the full report is taking (on average) 3 months to publish. 
 
3.6. The conclusion is that the HMIC child protection inspection report for Cambridgeshire is 
unlikely to be received during this financial year. 
 

 
4. Recommendations 

 
4.1. It makes eminent sense for the internal audit to follow any recommendations from 

the inspection. As the receipt of the report will be some way off, the Joint Audit 
Committee may wish to highlight a separate area for the audit to focus on. 
 

4.2. This should include another element of the Police and Crime Plan rather than the 
Keeping People Safe strand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


