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Statement on Antisemitism
Artichoke is acutely aware of and unreservedly condemns Roald Dahl’s antisemitic statements, for which his family and the RDSC have publicly apologised.  
We do not intend to minimise that history in the context of this project. As a publicly accountable charity working with children, communities and national partners, we take equality, diversity and inclusion seriously and we reject anti-Jewish racism. The artists and contractors we work with adhere to our EDI policy. Artichoke staff have attended antisemitism training as part of the preparation for this project.
Inspired by Roald Dahl’s BFG, Giant Dreams is a child-centred project focused on literacy, tolerance and social cohesion. Literature, storytelling, and culture can be used to promote participation, empathy, and shared civic values. Giving young people the opportunity to understand the harms caused by the author’s antisemitism, we will address tolerance, empathy and shared civic values directly through our work in schools and in the community. Our belief is that art has the power to transform and can change the world for the better.
Artichoke has a long history of involving the local community as part of our mission to make extraordinary art accessible to all, and to produce amazing experiences that stay in the imagination forever. Giant Dreams is a story about kindness, courage and the power of children’s voices. It is a contemporary, values-led literacy and participation programme designed to create inclusive civic experiences for children and families across the UK.
Artichoke’s governance and internal management:
· Our Board and senior management team have considered the reputational and ethical implications of delivering a Dahl-based project.
· We have agreed clear public messaging should concerns arise.
· Equality, diversity and safeguarding principles are embedded across all aspects of project design and delivery.
· We ensure that artists, facilitators and partners understand the historical context and our expectations regarding inclusive practice.
Working in partnership
The Roald Dahl Story Company has publicly apologised for Dahl’s antisemitic remarks and condemned anti-Jewish racism and all forms of prejudice. They have engaged with specialist organisations including the Antisemitism Policy Trust and continue to undertake training and guidance work. We align with this position and maintain open dialogue to ensure consistency of approach, including consulting with the Antisemitism Policy Trust. We have briefed the Board of Deputies of British Jews, Jewish Leadership Council and PaJeS, all of whom have expressed their support for the literacy programme and wider project. 
We recognise that our project partners such as local authorities, libraries, schools and other partners may receive questions. To support them, we will:
· Provide concise briefing materials outlining the project context and agreed messaging.
· Offer direct conversations where helpful.
· Ensure public-facing communications centre the story, its themes and the participating children rather than the author.
· Respond promptly and respectfully to any concerns raised.
· Develop school resources that focus on empathy, respect and inclusive values.
We understand that some organisations may take different views about supporting work connected to Dahl. We respect those positions.
This statement was last updated on 3 September 2026.
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