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To find out more visit the Innovation Hub at Dairy-Tech and 
speak to the Mole Valley Farmers team at stand I12 
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Wednesday 7 February

Innovation and technology will be 
the focus of this month’s inaugural 
Dairy-Tech event at Stoneleigh, which 
provides an ideal opportunity for Mole 
Valley Farmers to showcase the wide 
range of innovative products and 
services we have to offer.

We’ll also be introducing an exciting new 
initiative at the event on 7 February.

Lifetime Dairy is a consultation style 
service based around an on farm 
appraisal looking at the four main stages 
of the cow’s life: The calf, the heifer, the 
transition cow and the lactating animal. 

By asking specific questions about 
management at each of these stages, 
the Mole Valley Farmers team can offer 

Cow longevity to take centre 
stage at Dairy-Tech 2018
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Hello from the Editor. . .

Firstly welcome to the first bi-monthly 
edition of the newsletter, we hope this 
will make it more timely and useful to our 
readers in the months to come. 

There’s never a dull moment in agriculture 
and we seem to be on the cusp of some 
rapid and unprecedented changes. 
The AHDB recently launched ‘Driving 
Productivity Growth Together’, a report 
which highlights the need for the 
industry to undergo a rapid ‘revolution’ in 
productivity to really exploit opportunities 
post Brexit. The report emphasises the 
need to close a ‘yawning’ productivity gap 
worth more than £4.3billion in lost GDP. 

Hard on its heels at the Oxford Farming 
Conference, Defra Secretary of State 
Michael Gove announced his commitment 
to make Defra more efficient, focused 
and innovative. His speech was themed 
“The times they are a changing.” 
Whatever our political views, it’s good to 
see the Government has a vision for the 
agricultural sector. Better still, we haven’t 
had a change in Secretary of State in the 
recent cabinet reshuffle.

With momentum continuing to build 
around antimicrobial reduction (AMR), 
retailers including ASDA, Marks and 
Spencers and Waitrose have committed 

to publish information relating to the use 
of antibiotics in their supply chains. 
All very admirable, but as the RUMA 
secretary general John Fitzgerald 
commented “it remains important the 
use of antibiotics in farm animals does 
not become competitive”.

In this newsletter, John Lawerence 
explains how OmniGen-AF can help 
reduce antibiotic use in cattle, whilst Adam 
May suggests we challenge our winter 
beef rations. The Arable Team talk about 
choosing spring cereals and the growing 
popularity of Evelina spring barley. Many 
of you (and I include myself) will soon be 
busy lambing, so don’t miss the great 
value offers on Molecare Twin Lamb 
Drench, Lamb Colostrum and Liquiflow 
for sheep. Brian Dugdale discusses the 
nutritional requirements for the breeding 
flock, and read more about the three 
rules (Quality, Quantity and Quickly) of 
colostrum management on page 13.

The Defra RDPE Countryside Productivity 
scheme is now open and encouraging 
applications, so, take a look - there may 
be something to help your business.

Julie Edwards
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advice on where gains in efficiencies 
can be made. This is supported by 
a variety of products and services 
designed to increase the productive life 
of the cow and farm profit margins.

Lifetime Dairy uses the ‘Lifetime margin 
calculator’ to benchmark individual 
herd performance against the national 
average, allowing farmers to see how 
making specific improvements can 
benefit their bottom line.

MoleTech will also be explaining how 
smaXtec boluses can help producers 
better manage cow health and fertility. 
The innovative bolus technology 
automatically monitors cow activity, 
temperature and pH and relays any 
fluctuations to the farmer via their smart 

phone or computer system. For those 
producers who prefer an external, collar 
based system, Moletech’s HerdInsights 
collars will be available. 

Farmers will also be able to discover 
how feeding the patented, specialist 
supplement, OmniGen-AF® can help 
boost cow immunity, reduce health 
events and antibiotic use on farms.
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Hoof Signals

In a recent paper given 
at the Society of Feed 
Technologists, Laura 
Randall from the University 
of Nottingham talked about 
'Lameness in Cattle'. She 
started by citing leading 
expert John Huxley.
He believes the extensive impact of 
lameness on herd performance is likely to 
be more significant than any other disease 
of cattle currently seen. Latest industry 
research discusses the role of body 
condition score (BCS), its affects on the 
digital cushion and the subsequent effects 
this can have on claw horn lesions. 

Do lame cows go thin?
The digital cushion has a protective 
function within the foot. The fat content 
of the digital cushion can change with the 
mobilisation of energy and body reserves, 
as occurs elsewhere in the body. It 
is suggested that a negative change 
in BCS can have a negative effect on 
the fat content of the digital cushion. 
This might impair its cushioning ability, 
leading to damage of the cells in the 
sole that protect against the subsequent 
development of claw heel lesions, leading 
to greater lameness. The key question is 
“Do lame cows go thin or do thin cows 
go lame”? Either way both events need 
to be managed effectively.

Straw bedding
The article then highlighted other findings 
that may be key in understanding the 
impact of a thinner digital cushion. These 
include hormonal changes associated with 
calving, which reduce the functionality of 
the suspensory apparatus within the foot. 
This supports the well established need 
to get the cows off concrete at the time 
of transition. Due to hormonal changes 
during pregnancy, the ligaments that hold 
the bones and structures in place weaken, 
leaving the hoof susceptible to damage. A 
way to preventing this, is to bed the cows 
on clean straw.

Tom Hough, Nutrition/Technical

If you would like more information or support in this area, our certified CowSignals
trainers can help. Call Tom Hough on T: 07972 921446

Persistent lameness
The final point made in the article is the evidence of numerous studies that have 
reported increased risk following a previous lameness event and increased 
susceptibility as cattle age. As a reminder of what we have discussed in previous 
articles, here are the four cornerstone foundations for healthy hooves:

1. Hoof quality

The key is to understand how we can make the hoof stronger. This can be achieved 
through breeding, feeding and trimming. For hoof quality the main risk area is around 
the time of calving, as hoof growth is interrupted.

2. Low pressure

This is probably the most underestimated factor in maintaining healthy hooves. 
Pressure comes from standing; running (if chased); sliding (slippery surfaces) and 
waiting (in the collecting yard and during milking). 

Remember to observe ‘waiting cows’; these include those standing in their beds, (as 
cows should lie down within 60 seconds of entering the cubicle), cows waiting by 
water troughs or simply just standing around. 

3. Minimal infection

Maximum, effective ventilation, with floors as clean possible, plus regular foot bathing. 

4. Early, effective treatment

For this we steer people to the AHDB locomotion scoring video. Spotting problem 
cows early is key to ongoing hoof health.

Summary
Keeping hoof health as a high priority will make you more money. There are lots of 
ways of achieving this, although each farm will need to come up with its own plan.

Factors to take into account include: suitable cow housing with a clean, non-
slip floor; comfortable beds with optimal cubicle dimensions; a well-balanced 
ration and a considered breeding policy.

Most importantly, an effective, preventative hoof trimming policy which includes 
regular foot bathing and heifer checks, allowing you to spot hoof signals early.
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Vitamin nutrition: new Vitality Antioxident (AO)

From my years in the UK mineral industry, I know 
that every now and again there is a raw material 
challenge. A recent situation gave me a reality check.

Towards the end of 2017, vitamins (A and E) became very 
scarce and difficult to purchase after a fire in a major citral 
manufacturing site in Germany. Prices have risen sharply 
and vitamin availability diminished dramatically. Also, vitamin 
manufacturing cutbacks across the globe in 2017 did nothing 
to help this situation – a ‘perfect storm’ scenario. 

In ruminants the pigment beta carotene found in grass 
and other plants can be converted to vitamin A. However, 
conserved green forages have significantly less beta carotene 
than fresh grass. Maize, wholecrop and cereals are also 
known to be low.

Richard Keel, Powdered Minerals Team 

Question Answer

What is oxidative stress?
Disruption of the antioxidant/free radical 
balance/status within the animal. High 

performing animals are more vulnerable

Why are free radicals a 
danger?

They challenge immunity and can cause 
a stress event within the animal if severe.

What can Vitality AO do 
to help prevent the stress 
event from occurring and 

causing a challenge to 
performance?

Vitality AO contains a unique blend of 
natural ingredients to promote antioxidant 
activity over and above other products on 
the market and helps fight free radicals

When is the potential 
challenge from free 

radicals and stress events 
likely to occur?

Birth, weaning, growth, milk hygiene 
(mastitis, SCC), muscle degeneration/meat 

quality (reduction in drip loss retention 
reducing shelf life) and hormonal activity

Why is Vitality AO the best 
option?

It contains a unique blend of ingredients 
and helps prevent an excess of just one 
AO compared to other products used

Is Vitality AO fully 
researched?

Yes!

Vitamin prices
Since last autumn, vitamin A prices have increased ten fold, 
whilst vitamin E prices have increased four fold. Fortunately, 
there are some excellent alternative options available around 
vitamin E nutrition from MVF powdered minerals. One of these 
is our new fully researched natural antioxidant called Vitality 
AO, which also helps save our mineral customers money when 
compared to the current vitamin E price. Vitality AO represents 
a revolutionary new approach for maintaining antioxidant (AO) 
nutrition for ruminants from Mole Valley Farmers. One of the 
main roles of vitamin E is the promotion of antioxidant activity 

Source: Schweigert 1990
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within the animal. Natural AO’s, in the form of polyphenols 
(primarily fruit and vegetable based), are widely used on 
European dairy farms. 
They have been shown to help fight dangerous “free radicals” 
and promote the regeneration of vitamin E (Bouwstra 2010 and 
Nwose 2008). They are now proving their worth on farms in 
the UK, as vitamin prices continue to escalate. Research has 
shown that the new vitamin E plus the natural antioxidant, is as 
effective as the previous levels. This will help ensure that animal 
performance is maintained.

The natural antioxidant used within Vitality AO is based on ten 
years research work. The selection of the specific blend of 
natural AOs is key to success with your livestock. Vitality AO is 
exclusive to MVF minerals.

For more information, please  
visit www.bathandwest.com/

grassland-uk

Grassland UK 2018
Grassland UK returns to the Bath & West 
Showground, Somerset on Thursday  
10 May 2018. This ever-popular triennial 
event showcases grassland machinery 
and processes from seed to feed, 
attracting over 8,000 visitors from across 
the UK and beyond. 

A live demonstration event held on 
working farmland neighbouring the 
showground, Grassland UK takes place on 
over 100 acres, offering over 90 acres of 
machinery demonstration plots. More than 
30 of the world’s key manufacturers will be 
demonstrating grassland specially grown 
for the show, including; John Deere, JCB, 
Class and McHale. Manufacturers will also 
be demonstrating loading and handling 
equipment using the mown grass in the 
farm silage clamp, along with cutting edge 
muck and slurry technology. 

Visitors can hear expert views on the 

latest legislative and policy issues and 
attend seminars organised by the British 
Grassland Society. Over 180 trade 
stands will showcase a range of products 
including seeds, mowers, balers, tedders, 
livestock handling and feeding equipment. 

The show is sponsored by Mole Valley 
Famers and Oliver Seeds and is organised 
in association with Farmers Guardian. 
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For further information on beef rationing please contact 
your local Agricultural Specialist or call T: 01325 504666
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Challenge your beef 
rations this winter

Adam May, Red Meat Team 

Just as a dairy farmer 
would reconsider their 
cow diets on a regular 
basis, we in the beef 
sector must be prepared 
to modify our beef rations. 
Forage quality varies every year; 
therefore, an animal’s performance 
will also change unless the nutritional 
balance is restored through the 
concentrate mix.

The dairy farmer needs to produce a 
litre of milk as economically as possible; 
similarly a beef farmer should produce 
a kilo of meat as efficiently as possible. 
With the price of store cattle being 
generally very strong, coupled with 
finished beef commanding a healthy 
price, (providing they meet the processer 
spec), it is more important than ever to 
ration beef cattle properly. 

How much does it truly cost to feed a 
600kg steer per day, on a forage based 
finishing system? While the number of 
farmers who know the answer is increasing, 
they are still a minority. 

Most know the cost of the concentrate 
they feed, be it bought in or home 
grown.But few have calculated the true 

cost of the forage, which makes up the 
base ration for the majority of cattle 
finishing diets. Many feed the same 
quantity and formulation of concentrate, 
year in year out, but the silage quality 
can vary dramatically from season 
to season. As a consequence, the 
difference in daily liveweight gain (DLG) 
can be significant, resulting in many 
extra days, if not weeks, that cattle will 
take to achieve the target slaughter 
weight - at considerable extra cost. 

Silage analysis

Silage quality is the single most 
important factor in reducing the cost 
of growing store or finishing cattle, 
due to the level and quality of cereal 
or concentrate supplementation that is 
required to balance the diet and achieve 
the required growth rate. This can only 
be done accurately by analysing silage, 
then formulating a ration accordingly.

For example, when feeding a 600kg 
steer with a targeted growth rate of 
1.3kg per day, including concentrates, 
the cost will be approximately £1.90 
per head per day, equating to £1.46 
cost per kilo gain.

However if the steer is on lower 
nutritional value forage with the same 
level of concentrate, the cost per head 
would remain the same at £1.90, but 
the growth rate would reduce from 

Free rationing 
service
Mole Valley Feed Solutions 
provide a full costing and rationing 
service which is available to beef, 
as well as dairy farmers.

When finished cattle are worth 
over £1,000, it is more important 
than ever to know the performance 
and margin of your animals.

So, challenge your beef rations 
this winter!

1.3kg per day to 1.2kg per day. This in 
turn increases the production cost per 
kilo from £1.46 per kilo to £1.58. 

The finishing stage should be kept 
short. A 600kg steer should be 
finished over 80-120 days, with a daily 
liveweight of 1kg plus, to maximise 
margins. This is because a large steer 
growing at 0.5kg/day uses 80% of its 
energy intake for maintenance, with a 
gain of 1kg per day, the proportion of 
energy for maintenance falls to 60%, 
which is more cost effective. This 
improves further if the gain is 1.4kg 
per day.
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For more information on OmniGen-AF or mineral supplementation, please call the 
Mineral Line on T: 01278 420481 or email minerals@molevalleyfarmers.com

Watch the video online: molevalleyfarmers.com/omnigen

Whatever your views on the subject 
and whether we like it or not, antibiotic 
reduction is coming our way; some would 
argue that it is here already! 
Whether it be through legislation, milk processor conditions or 
public opinion, Antimicrobial Reduction (AMR) will be coming in 
our direction very soon. The European Commission is developing 
an action plan to address the increase in antimicrobial resistance. 
Options to reduce the need for antibiotics in farm animals are 
being examined (EMA and EFSA, 2017). A future with reduced 
access to antibiotics is fast approaching on a global basis.

The Netherlands for example has had a system to reduce 
antibiotic use in place in for a while now. Preventive use of 
antibiotics is not allowed, medicated feed is also not permitted, 
selective drying off is an obligation and ’modern’ antibiotics are 
no longer allowed. This has resulted in a reduction of the use 
of antibiotics in all farm animals of 64.4% in 2016 (compared 
with 2009). Anything that we can do in the UK to help reduce 
the number of health events or the severity of them can only 
help us to achieve this too.

Boosting immunity

Mole Valley Farmers has introduced OmniGen-AF® to the UK 
as a key part of our strategy to help dairy farmers to reduce 
the incidence of health events in their herds and improve the 
lifetime performance of their cows. OmniGen-AF is not new, it 
has been in use in the USA for over 15 years and in other EU 
countries for over five years. In fact more than 3.2 million cows 

are fed on OmniGen-AF every day. It is also well proven, with 
over 70 published research papers to date and almost 500,000 
cows worth of data supporting reduced health events in herds 
being fed the product.

OmniGen-AF shows a 46% reduction of antibiotic use

A comparison in the Netherlands of 15 farms (2,990 
cows) feeding OmniGen-AF, showed a 46% reduction of 
antibiotic use compared to the previous 180 days prior to 
the introduction of OmniGen-AF (antibiotics used for drying 
off and young stock are not included in this figure). This 
information is an extract from the official database in the 
Netherlands ‘MediRund’, where all vets have to register the 
medicines supplied to a farm.

Immunity challenge

We have recently received updated data for 76 EU herds (non-
UK) representing 11,000 cows being fed OmniGen-AF as part 
of an ‘immunity challenge’, comparing data after an average of 
129 days of feeding the product. Please see graph below.
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and almost 500,000 cows worth of data supporting reduced 
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A comparison in the Netherlands of 15 farms (2,990 
cows) feeding OmniGen-AF, showed a 46% reduction of 
antibiotic use compared to the previous 180 days prior 
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medicines supplied to a farm.

Immunity challenge

We have recently received updated data for 76 EU herds (non-
UK) representing 11,000 cows being fed OmniGen-AF as part 
of an ‘immunity challenge’, comparing data after an average of 
129 days of feeding the product. Please see graph below.

Changes in health events - 76 EU herds (11,000 cows)

( ) = no. of herds reporting data

Retained placenta
% of fresh cows (49)*

Metritis
% of fresh cows (47)*

Mastitis
% cows (44)*

Involuntary culls
% cows (17)

* P < 0.001 
-38%

-32%
-27%

-15%

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM MOLE VALLEY FARMERS

Antibiotic reduction is now a reality! 
Act now to reduce antibiotic  

usage in your dairy herd!OPTIMUM SUPPORT  
FOR YOUR HERD’S IMMUNE SYSTEM 

What steps are you taking to reduce 
antibiotic use on your farm? 
John Lawrence, Mineral Supplements
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Cut to clamp
This is a new initiative from Volac, which aims to 
raise the profile of good silage as a vital part of 
modern farming, with free on farm consultations 
with one of their experts. 

The Cut to Clamp website www.cuttoclamp.com 
features step-by-step guides outlining good practice 
in silage production:

1. Cutting – at the right stage of growth?

2. Wilting – Is it really important?

3. Harvesting – three important points to 
remember when harvesting silage

4. Treating – three reasons to use silage additive

5. Clamping – correct clamp density; why sealing 
is important

6. Feeding – simple errors could affect your cows

Maxammon treated cereal 
Mole Valley Farmers have recently undertaken 
a detailed nutritional review of Maxammon 
feeding, to ensure the correct nutritional daily 
mineral requirement is achieved. As such we have 
introduced two new powdered mineral supplements 
to complement Maxammon grain fed rations:

• Maxamin Dairy in Feed

• Maxamin Intensive Beef in Feed

Both Mole Valley Farmers Maxamin mineral 
supplements contain a fully fortified level of 
vitamins, minerals and trace elements formulated to 
balance Maxammon treated cereals. This will help 
sustain the animal’s immune status, when high milk 
yields and daily liveweight gains are targeted.

Challenges to feeding cows 
this winter 
1. Consider regular BCS to monitor condition.

2. Ensure silage sampling is done accurately.

3. If feeding a semi or complete diet, undertake 
a TMR audit to check the cows are eating the 
formulated ration. Check that the ration is 
mixed consistently. 

4. Monitor intakes and refusals, to make sure you 
are achieving the formulated dry matter intake.

5. Regularly monitor rumen fill (on the left-hand side 
of the animal); this indicates if she has eaten in the 
last six hours. An empty rumen is a score 1 and a 
very full rumen is a score 5. Lactating cows should 
score 3 or above. Also consider rumination. 

Rachel Smithyman, Technical

Understanding lameness

For further information please online:  
www.roms.org.uk

James Husband, MRCVS, Evidence Group, 
Special Lecturer University of Nottingham

There have been many improvements over the 
last 15 years in the understanding of the causes 
of lameness.
Improved genetics, better cow comfort to improve lying times, better 
feeding to keep cows at the correct condition before and after calving 
and skilled foot trimming all help to decrease the incidence of lameness 
caused by claw horn disruptions. Effective individual cow treatments and 
foot bathing help to decrease digital dermatitis which is the other main 
cause of lameness.

However, lameness remains a welfare and economic problem in the UK 
dairy herd and needs to be taken seriously on all farms. Recent work 
by the Nottingham University team has shown that if a cow gets a solar 
ulcer or white line disease, this will result in permanent damage to the 
pedal bone. This makes further lameness and hence premature culling 
more likely. If there was ever a disease where the mantra that ‘prevention 
is better than cure,’ then lameness is it!

One of the ways lameness can be more effectively controlled is to 
accurately know how much lameness you have. Measurement is the best 
way to formulate more effective management strategies for prevention 
of lameness. Frequent mobility scoring allows you to correct cows when 
they are only mildly lame, which has been proven to lead to a better 
outcome. Mobility scoring should be done at least monthly, but it is very 
useful to get a trained external person to check periodically - at least 
twice a year. 

Studies have shown that a farmer’s perception of lameness in his herd 
can be very different from reality. An outside party mobility scoring the 
herd can be a very useful reality check. Furthermore, this is likely to 
become a necessity with compliance seeking to improve standards.

Mole Valley Farmers has been involved in the formation of an industry-
wide initiative, supported by AHDB, BCVA and NACFT, to set up a 
Register of Mobility Scorers (RoMS). The aim of RoMS is to improve the 
standard of mobility scoring. Anyone can register if they undergo suitable 
training approved by RoMS. To stay on the register an annual online 
exam based on examining videos of cows walking is undertaken.
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Introducing CALFSTART Advance

Research over recent 
years has demonstrated 
that heifers calving at 
24 months have better 
fertility; higher milk yields 
and the best survival rate 
over a five year period.
Help your replacements hit their 
targets. Give them the right amount 
of the right powder for the growth 
required. On average, replacements 
need to grow at around 800g/day from 
birth to calving at 24 months, at 85% of 
mature body weight. 

Increased protein levels in milk powder 
facilitates higher growth rates, greater 
frame growth, less body fat and more 
lean tissue growth. CalfStart Advance, 
with 25% crude protein, has been 
formulated to produce heifers which 
are ‘fit not fat’. It contains ultrafiltrated, 
quality whey protein for nutritionally 

superior milk replacement. Ultrafiltrated 
whey protein concentrate offers natural 
health benefits to young animals 
and forms the foundation of all Volac 
manufactured milk powders.

Part of the CalfStart Advance product 
includes supplementary sodium 
butyrate, a short chain fatty acid (C4:0). 
Butyrate is present in whole milk, but 
absent in coconut and palm oils often 
used in calf milk replacers. Short chain 
fatty acids not only play an antimicrobial 
role within the abomasum; research 
has also shown that butyrate helps to 
stimulate blood flow and villi growth, 
while promoting water absorption within 
the gut. Trial work has demonstrated 
an increased average daily gain where 
sodium butyrate was supplemented in 
milk replacer.

CalfStart Advance also contains Calf 
Gardion. This is derived from the active 
ingredient in garlic, allicin - well known for 
its antibacterial and antiviral properties. 
Gardion helps to boost the immune 
system and gut health.

Feed rate
A calf firstly utilises 
nutrients to maintain 
vital body functions 
(digestion, temperature, 
respiration); only 
excess nutrients are 
used for growth. Calves 
must be fed sufficient 
energy and protein 
(milk powder and calf 
starter) to support their 
target growth rate. 

FREE*

CalfStart jacket

When you order a pallet 

of CalfStart Advance 

delivered direct  

to farm

Twice daily feeding rates (150g per litre of mixed milk)

Age am litres per calf pm litres per calf

1-3 days
Colostrum: minimum 3 litres in the first 6 

hours, then give at least 2 litres/feed twice 
a day

4-7 days 2.5 2.5

8-35 days 3 3

36-49 days 2.5 2.5

50-56 days 2.5 -

For more information, please call T: 01325 504666

Remember – grams 
of feed IN will determine grams of 
growth OUT. If targeting 0.8kg per day 
of growth, a calf will need at least 800g 
of milk powder plus ad-lib calf starter 
daily. The ability of a calf to convert feed 
into growth, rapidly falls from around 
50-60% (ie 100g feed will give 50-60g 
growth, assuming a healthy calf in a 
thermoneutral environment) during the 
milk feeding period, to only 9% at 13 
months. Feeding for growth during the 
pre-weaned phase gives the calf the 
best opportunity to hit the growth target 
required for her to calf at 24 months. 

Step weaning
Calves rapidly increase their starter 
intake at weaning. However, this increase 
does not allow enough time for the 
rumen to develop. A period of about 
three weeks, where milk is fed at 700g 
milk powder per day or less, is needed 
to ensure enough starter is consumed 
for optimum rumen development. For 
example, if weaning at 56 days of age, 
from day 35 provide the calf with 700g 
milk powder per day or less. This will 
help a calf increase its starter intake from 
about 0.5kg per day (day 35) to at least 
1.5 to 2kg by weaning (day 56). 

Summary
Ensure clean, fresh ad-lib water 
is available from day one. Always 
provide dry, fresh and palatable starter 
from day three (minimum crude protein 
content of 18%). Weaning the high 
milk fed calf can be more challenging, 
but simple management strategies 
preweaning, should allow better 
transition from milk to solid feed.

*Offer available whilst stocks last.
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Evelina: the variety of 
choice for mixed farmers

For more information please call the 
Northern Seed Line T: 01325 504653

Julie Beadle, Arable and Forage

Looking for quality feed as well as a 
plentiful supply of straw? Look no further 
than Evelina spring barley, exclusive to 
Mole Valley Farmers.
Evelina has all the attributes of a very good feed variety. It 
offers competitive yields, good disease resistance, quality 
grain, tall straw, early maturity and low growing costs. In 
2018 Mole Valley Farmers will continue to invest in Evelina by 
engaging with Richard Monk of Rookley Farm, Hampshire, to 
grow Evelina under a seed contract, in conjunction with Cope 
Seeds. This now complements Tim Burdass, who also grows 
Evelina on contract in Yorkshire. 

Richard Monk, Hampshire

Richard farms 1,250 hectares of combinable cereal crops, 
poppies, oilseed rape, peas and grass seed as well as growing 
seed on contract. In 2017 Richard drilled Evelina on the 17 
March in good conditions. It established well and had no 
issues with pests. The crop received a pre-emergent herbicide, 
160kg/ha of Double Top, followed by two dressings of Nitram 
totalling 135kg/ha. Harvest started on 28 July and finished on 
31 July. Evelina yielded 7.5t/ha and baled 102 tonnes of straw 
from 36 hectares. When Richard was asked if he would grow 
Evelina again, the answer was a resounding yes!

Alan Lilwall, Hereford: “I would certainly grow Evelina again, 
it was extremely vigorous and established well. It was much 
taller than Propino, yielded and stood better’’ 

John Headland, Nottingham: “We drilled our Evelina in late 
April, it got away well and performed better than our Propino. 
It stood well, even without a PGR, but this was probably due 
to it being drilled so late. If I had drilled it earlier I would have 
needed a PGR. We were pleased with the quality at harvest 
as it produced a nice bold grain.”

Farm Manager, Lincolnshire: “We grew Sienna, Planet and 
Westminster in the same year as Evelina and the Evelina 
was best for yield, sample and weed suppression. I didn’t 
think it would beat Westmister but it did!”

Adrian Mitchell, Northumberland

The Mitchells of High Warden Farm near Hexham farm a 
traditional mixed beef and sheep business with a contracting 
enterprise at key times of year. The Mitchells drilled Evelina 
on the 10 April 2017 and upon recommendation, followed a 
two-spray fungicide programme and applied a PGR.

The crop received an application of FYM and 250kg/ha of 
ammonium nitrate. Upon harvesting on 25 August, the yield 
was 7.4t/ha with a bushel weight of 73. Particularly beneficial 
this year is the straw yield, which totalled five bales to the acre 
(eight foot square Heston bales), as straw prices in the north are 
rocketing after many crops were left in the field last season.

Mr Mitchell commented that Evelina has been a very clean crop 
and its earliness is a real benefit for him. In Mr Mitchell’s words 
“Evelina is a tremendous variety for the year, after a hard start to 
it’s life” and it “way out yielded my other barley, Waggon”.

Headline figures after 2017 winter 
sowings of Evelina:
• Decrease of 11% of certified winter wheat 

• Decrease of 7% of certified winter barley 

• Decrease of 5% of certified winter hybrid barley

• Decrease of 7% of certified winter oats

• Decrease of 31% of certified winter beans

With swathes of land left unsown in the autumn and 
some spring varieties selling out by December 2017, 
seed supply at the point of this article going to print is 
predicted to be unusually tight. To ensure you secure 
a premium variety for your farm this season, order your 
allocation of seed as soon as possible.  
(Seed Sales Data - valid in December 2017).

Other farmers say:

Evelina (right) grown next to Westminster in 2017

Richard Monk Adrian Mitchell

*Independent trial results in Wiltshire (2014)
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For more information, please call  
Amy Vickers T: 07971 828780
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After one of the wettest autumns in 
history, demand for spring cereals has 
already put pressure on the availability 
of key varieties.
Attention quickly turned from winter varieties to the spring 
varieties, which has been evident by the number of enquiries 
the Arable Office has received to date. This attention and 
pressure on spring cereals is a result of two things:

1. Limited opportunities to prepare seedbeds and sow winter 
cereals due to excess rainfall

2. Seed crops intended for the spring being harvested late, 
resulting in seed being downgraded for poor quality. In some 
cases crops have been rejected even before harvest. 

The increased number of farms using spring cereals for 
rotational and agronomical benefits, together with stock farmers 
who traditionally grow spring cereals for home feed and straw, 
is resulting in high demand for the seed in a market place where 
there is much less certified seed available than hoped. This is 
not only applicable to the UK. Reports across Europe state 
that several countries have identified being short of spring 
barley seed and that spring oats are of very poor quality. In 
fact, this may further worsen the situation for the UK, with 
some merchants already taking advantage of a weaker £ and 
shipping large blocks of seed to the continent.   

Julie Beadle, Arable and Forage T: 01325 504653

Plan ahead for your spring cereals: 
Increased demand for 2018

Hopefully thoughts are already focussed on 
spring 2018, which will soon be upon us.
Although it is almost impossible to predict what will happen 
and when, we can put past information to good use as a guide. 
As you can see in Figure 1, the trend in nitrogen price followed 
a fairly steady upward trajectory from autumn, right through to 
February last year. The age old “supply and demand” scenario 
comes into play as farmers reach a point where fertiliser simply 
has to be applied to support grass or cereal growth and the 
waiting game is no longer an option.

Playing the market absolutely pays off in some seasons but 
the general advice is to at least take part of your fertiliser cover 
well ahead of spring, to ensure it is on farm when it is needed 
and that you are not caught out if the market suddenly jumps.

It is likely that prices will continue to rise in the weeks ahead. 
While its tempting to wait for prices to fall again, once March 
arrives and fertiliser spreaders are working hard, people may find 
themselves at the back of a long queue of farmers equally as keen 
to have product arrive “as soon as”.

NPK options

If you are contemplating applying nutrients as a package this 
spring, Powerblends are worth consideration. Based on urea, 
they enable formulation of NPK blends with much higher 
nitrogen content than traditional grades. 

Fig. 1. Price trend for ammonium nitrate in 2016-17 (Source: 
FarmBrief)

Ammonium nitrate price trend 2016-17

Exclusive variety

However, Mole Valley Farmers is in a strong position going into the 
spring. It has exclusive access to Evelina feed barley in the UK and 
the ability to supply a range of 2018 Recommended Listed cereal 
varieties. Evelina proved very popular last year, as it was developed 
with the livestock farmer in mind. Not only does it yield well, but this 
tall variety produces plenty of straw as well. High specific weights 
and protein content are complemented by excellent disease 
resistance, making this an invaluable variety for mixed farms.

It’s worth noting, for those looking to spring cropping options 
to make up for the lost opportunities in the autumn, that 
malting barley prices are buoyant. There are attractive forward 
contracts available in the UK, meaning they could be a very 
viable option this spring. However, demand for these varieties 
for malting contracts, along with their high yields (making 
them attractive as a feed option also) will no doubt see some 
varieties come under pressure very quickly. So, think ahead 
and get your order in early to secure your preferred variety.

Nitrogen for the spring ahead
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As 70% of foetal growth occurs in the last 
six weeks of pregnancy, it is vital that the 
ewe doesn't use too much of her own 
energy reserves to maintain herself and her 
growing lamb.
This would put her at risk of not only losing body condition, but also 
of developing problems such as hypocalcaemia and pregnancy 
toxaemia (twin lamb disease). As well as maintaining herself, the 
ewe needs nutrients for:

• Maintaining and growing the unborn lamb(s) 

• Developing the udder

• Producing high quality colostrum. 

As the unborn lamb grows, it starts to take up valuable 
rumen space, reducing the ewe’s appetite by around 30% in 
the last six weeks of pregnancy. It is therefore essential that 
the ewes are offered high quality supplements to meet their 
nutrient requirements.

Feeding a high energy feed, with the best quality protein will 
optimise her health as well as drive production, particularly 
if she is carrying multiple lambs. Supplementing the ewe’s 
diet with Super Energy 16 Elite feed buckets or Super Energy 
+ Fish Oil Elite Feed blocks will provide the ewe with the 
correct type of energy, protein minerals and trace elements 
that are vital for pre lambing ewes.

Brian Dugdale, Technical sales 

Mid pregnancy to lambing with Mole-LYX

Avoid grass staggers 
this season!

March special offers on Mole-LYX 
Hi-Mag and Tri-Mag mineral buckets*

The Mole-LYX mineral bucket range 
represents the very latest in nutritional 
science. This is typified in both the Mole-LYX 
Cattle Tri-Mag and the dual purpose product, 
Mole-LYX Hi-Mag (for cattle and sheep).
They both contain a highly available magnesium source, high 
levels of sugar to increase palatability and are fully fortified 
with other minerals, vitamins and trace elements. 

With spring turnout just around the corner, it is vital for the 
health of your livestock that you ensure they have access 
to magnesium supplementation. This time of year cattle are 
often deficient in magnesium due to low levels in the pasture, 
combined with a high demand during calving and early 
lactation. Cattle cannot store magnesium in the body, and 
therefore require magnesium supplementation every day!

Mole-LYX Cattle Tri-Mag has been formulated with three 
highly available and highly palatable sources of magnesium 
to help reduce the risk of grass staggers and the associated 
losses that regularly occur because of this. Ideally magnesium 
supplementation should be introduced seven to ten days 
before turnout to help correct any existing deficiency.

Direct to farm:

SAVE
£50/tonne*

Collect ex branch:

SAVE
£1 per bucket**

*Offer available 01/03/18- 31/03/18, full pallets only. **Offer available 01/03/18- 28/03/18. 

Summary
•  A ewe’s energy requirement will increase during her 

pregnancy but her appetite will reduce

• Ensure ewes have access to energy dense feeds to 
meet demand

• Don’t forget about minerals. Deficiencies can affect 
next year’s crop of lambs.
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Whole colostrum for lambs

NADIS figures suggest lamb 
deaths from birth to three 
days old in the majority of UK 
flocks ranges from 10 to 25 
percent, equating to two to 
six million dead lambs.

As a range of factors are involved from 
management (nutrition, supervision) to 
lamb birthweight, ewe condition and 
colostrum quantity and quality, simple 
steps can make big differences.

Colostrum management is easily 
overlooked at such a busy time, yet 
adequate colostrum ingestion in 
newborn lambs is potentially the single 
most important part of the lambing 
event, providing essential protection 
against disease as well as energy, 
minerals and vitamins for growth.

The three golden rules of 
colostrum management – quality, 
quantity and quickly – will 
underpin lamb performance in 
both the short and long-term.
Colostrum quality begins in late 
pregnancy and ensures the lamb’s 
nutritional needs are met. Quality is 
measured by immunoglobulin content 
(IgG) with high quality colostrum 
containing 50g/litre or more of antibody. 

The IgG content of colostrum is critical 
as lambs are born with no circulating 
antibodies of their own and are reliant 
on ingesting and absorbing them from 
the ewe’s colostrum – known as passive 
immunity. The types of antibody passed 
between ewe and lamb are specific to 
the farm and the diseases the ewe has 
been exposed to making it imperative 
to administer broad-spectrum clostridial 
disease/pasteurella vaccines to ewes 
four to six weeks pre-lambing, in order 
to control these diseases in their lambs. 
Without the protection afforded by 
this passive immunity, lambs are at 
increased risk of contracting disease.

The quantity of colostrum and the speed 
with which it is ingested after birth, will 
both impact the lambs’ ability to achieve 
passive immunity as well as fight off 
hypothermia. Ingesting 200ml/kg of 
birthweight within the first twenty-four 
hours should be the target, with 50ml/kg 
of birthweight within the first six hours 
the primary aim. Timing is key, providing 
energy and ensuring the large proteins 
which make up immunoglobulins are 
able to be absorbed through the gut wall 
(something which declines significantly 
six to eight hours after birth).

Where colostrum is in short supply, aim 
to provide all lambs with some maternal 
colostrum if possible. Use a high-quality 
colostrum supplement, such as Nettex 
Ultra Concentrate, which is fortified with 
ewe’s milk, to top up. Using standard milk 
replacers is a false economy – colostrum 
differs substantially from milk, containing 
important antibodies as well as a 
significantly higher level of fat and protein.

High quality colostrum supplements 
will contain highly digestible forms of 
fat vital to supply much needed energy 
and reduce the risk of hypothermia. The 

protein source is also important, with 
sources such as dried colostrum and 
egg proteins ensuring protein is highly 
available to the lamb at feeding. The 
inclusion of pre and probiotics as well 
as live yeasts, have been shown to be 
beneficial in supporting the newborn 
animal’s gut health, helping offer the 
best possible opportunity of success at 
this critical time. 

Colostrum supplements, as with maternal 
colostrum, should be fed within six hours 
of birth, so ensuring they are easy mixing 
and can be mixed in warm, not hot, water 
for practical reasons also means the 
sensitive proteins in the immunoglobulins 
are not damaged before being fed.

Remembering quality, quantity and 
quickly in regards to colostrum at 
lambing, (no matter if maternal, or topped 
up with a high-quality supplement) will 
pay dividends, ensuring lambs are given 
the best possible 
start in life helping 
maximise long term 
flock productivity.

VISIT MOLECOUNTRYSTORES.CO.UK
FOR MORE INFOMATION OR PICK UP YOUR LAMBING ORDER FORM IN STORE NOW

27th  DECEMBER 2017  

– 31st  JANUARY 2018

22.5kg

168874

LIFELINE  

LAMB & EWE 

FEED 
BUCKET 22.5kg

169689

MOLE-LYX  
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16 ELITE FEED  
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Buy 10 get  

11t
h  free

Save £50 per tonne

direct to farm

Speak to us for pallet rates
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future
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MOLECOUNTRYSTORES.CO.UK
LAMBING ORDER FORM• Feed from 40 to 240 lambs

• Easy to operate

• Low labour feeding

• Ad-lib machine - feeding until full

• Reliably at the right temperature

Advancing Livestock Productivity

0% Finance Available 

(terms subject to checks  

and approval)

• Up to 1 year

• 30% + VAT deposit

AUTOMATIC ECO LAMB FEEDER

For more lamb feeder information, contact Volac Business Manager  

Stacey Best: 07711 589607

MOLECOUNTRYSTORES.CO.UK

Leyburn  
01969 621300

Market Rasen  01780 758717

Melton Mowbray  01780 758742

Newark  
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Piercebridge  01325 504621

Ripley  
01423 774400

Stamford  01780 758722

Stokesley  01642 717600

Thirsk  
01845 570020

Worksop  01780 758773

Alnwick  
01665 604656

Bury St Edmunds  01780 758750

Colchester  
01780 758712

Coylton Farm Direct  01292 434537

Darley Dale  01780 758737

Dereham 
 01362 654958

Driffield  
01377 249700

Fauld  
01283 810137

Greenodd  
01229 861414

Hexham  
01434 613930

CALL US TODAY

01769 576201

info@molevalleyplus.com

FOR ALL YOUR EAR  

TAG & EID NEEDS

SAVING YOU 

TIME AND 
MONEY

Moletag

LAMLAC

Mole Valley Farmers Lamlac is the number one 

tried and trusted ewe milk replacer.

Made using British milk, Mole Valley Farmers Lamlac is 

easy to mix and fully formulated to provide all the nutrients 

required by the lamb.
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FOR ALL YOUR EAR  
TAG & EID NEEDS

SAVING YOU 
TIME AND 

MONEY

Moletag

LAMLAC
Mole Valley Farmers Lamlac is the number one 

tried and trusted ewe milk replacer.

Made using British milk, Mole Valley Farmers Lamlac is 

easy to mix and fully formulated to provide all the nutrients 

required by the lamb.

NET-TEX ULTRA CONCENTRATE 
LAMB COLOSTRUM

SAVE
20%

500g. Ultra Concentrate mimics the ewe’s own colostrum 
in every way possible and should be used when no or 
insufficient maternal colostrum is available. Was £37.00 1002967

*Offer ends 31/03/18

PRICES ON THIS PAGE EXCLUDE VAT

£29.60*
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1 4  

1kg
From 01/02/18  
while stocks last 

1002972

MOLECARE LAMB 
COLOSTRUMFREE KNIFE & HEADLIGHT  

RRP £ 10.90 1111858/1111859

GREAT 

VALUE

5L / + Copper 5L
1107646/1107648

MOLECARE 
LIQUIFLOW 
FOR SHEEP

GREAT VALUE

Available to order in store or call  
Mole Valley Plus on 01769 576201

Features an alphanumeric keypad to 
capture, view and enter individual animal 
information to back up your critical 
health, mating and culling decisions. 

£648.00
1128772

TRU TEST XRS2 STICK READER

Prices exclude VAT. Products available from 01/02/18, while stocks last

LAMLAC
Mole Valley Farmers 
Lamlac is the number 
one tried and trusted 
ewe milk replacer.

Made using British milk, 
Mole Valley Farmers 
Lamlac is easy to mix and 
fully formulated to provide 
all the nutrients required 
by the lamb.

500ml
1101395

MOLECARE  
TWIN LAMB 
DRENCH

100ml
1101402

MOLECARE 
LAMB BOOST

FREE HEADLIGHT  
RRP £5.95 1111859

SAVING YOU TIME 
AND MONEY

£100 of  
Mole Country Stores  
vouchers to be won!

Until 31 March 2018 new 
Moletag customers will 
be entered into a free 

prize draw to win £100 of 
Mole Mole Country Stores 
vouchers! There are two 
lots of £100 up for grabs.

CALL US TODAY 
01769 576201

info@molevalleyplus.com

WIN

Moletag

Livestock Identification System
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or become a member, please contact Mole Valley Plus on T: 01769 576201
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Mole Valley Plus are pleased to offer 
a range of light commercial vehicles 
including the Toyota Hilux (up to 16% 
discount), Toyota Proace Commercial Van 
(up to 38% discount), and Mitsubishi L200 
(up to 18% discount) which have huge, 
already negotiated member savings.
For those that qualify, this means you may be eligible for 
writing vehicles off against capital allowances, as well as 
qualifying for VAT reclaims*. To take advantage of these 
great offers you need to have been a Farmer or Country 
Member for at least six months.

All you need to do is visit your local Toyota, Mitsubishi, 
Lexus or Suzuki dealership, tell them you are a Mole 
Country Stores Member and give your membership number 
and they will confirm your special Member discount price.

Member discounts on vehicles
Average saving of £4,300 per vehicle!*

Toyota Proace Mitsubishi L200

SAVE
UP TO

38%
SAVE

UP TO

18%

CALL US TODAY
01769 576201

KEEP WARM THIS WINTER
• DERV
• KEROSENE 
• WOOD PELLETS
• GAS OIL
• LPG (CYLINDERS & BULK)
• NEW! SOLID FUELS 

*Terms & conditions apply
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Authorised signature or vehicle registration

The card is only to be used in accordance with the terms 

and conditions of fuel card accounts which have been 

supplied. The card remains the property of the issuer. 

If found please return to The Right Fuelcard Company Ltd, 

Gibraltar House, Bowcliffe Road, Hunslet, Leeds, LS10 

1HB. For Customer Services please call: 0113 202 5110

Mole Fuel Solutions (a part 
of Mole Valley Plus) are 
now offering a choice of fuel 
cards, to help businesses cut 
fuel costs.
With versions from Shell, Esso, Keyfuels 
UK Fuel plus our very own Mole 
Supermarket Card (for use at Tesco and 
Morrisons), there is a fuelling solution for 
every business. From single vehicles to 
fleets of hundreds. The cards look like 
credit cards and work in a similar way, 
allowing you to buy fuel at a forecourt 
and pay for it later, via Direct Debit. You 
can also benefit from extended credit 
terms with monthly invoice.

How can a fuel card help 
my business?
A fuel card offers you lower forecourt 
fuel prices, plus greater financial 
control. However, there are various 
types, so consider:

Location: Which garages participate 
in your area and along your most 
frequented routes. 

Vehicles: The type and number of 
vehicles can impact your 
choice of fuel card. For 
instance, a business that has 
HGVs needs forecourts with 
higher canopies. 

Fuel Type: Are your vehicles 
all diesel? Petrol? Or a mix of 
the two? 

Fuel cards: We can save you money!

Your supermarket fuel card

Pricing: Some fuel cards involve a fixed 
weekly price, which is usually cheaper 
than pump prices. 

The extra benefits of 
having a fuel card from 
Mole Fuel Solutions
Mole Fuel Solutions go the extra mile to 
make sure our customers benefit from 
the best value in the market place. In 
doing so we can use our buying power 
and reputation to get access to solutions 
which can really make a difference. As a 
result, we are able to offer: 

• Monthly credit terms as standard. 
Compared to the fuel card industry 
standard of weekly credit terms, this 
can make a big difference to cash flow.

• Card charges reduced by 50%, 
compared to the normal industry 
standard. 

• No additional service or network fees. 

• Dedicated customer service and a 
named account manager.

New pack sizes

RAT BAIT

For more information visit 
molevalleytraining.co.uk

Following the introduction of 
new legislation, a series of 
single dose rodenticides will 
be released as part of the 
range of products we offer. 
This enables non-certified 
consumers the option to safely 
bait within the new guidelines.

This legislation sees a reduction in 
pack size to 300g for block bait and 
150g for wheat and pasta bait, as well 
as a reduction in the concentration. 
To ensure a value for money solution 
to all rodent problems, Mole Valley 
Farmers has worked with the 
manufacturer to produce products 
with reduced packaging, which in turn 
reduces the unit price. This means 
customers can still buy sufficient 
bait to get on top of rodent problems 
without breaking the bank. 

A range of wheat and block baits are 
available in pre-packed sachets and 
for the toughest of infestations a single 
feed block is available in a resealable 
tub. The new range is set to be available 
from March 2018. If you are not part 
of a relevant Farm Assurance Scheme 
and you still wish to purchase higher 
concentrate rat bait and larger pack 
sizes, then you will need to get certified.

Get LANTRA certified

A number of courses are available 
and the most straightforward is an 
online portal commissioned by Mole 
Valley Farmers. There is a plethora of 
information on rodent control which is 
free to access and should be read prior 
to taking LANTRA’s online multiple 
choice exam (at a cost of £60). On 
successful completion a certificate of 
competence will be issued allowing 
the purchase and use of professional 
rodenticide packs.

CALL US TODAY
01769 576201
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Tips to keep your dog safe and warm this winter
Despite their fur coats, our 
dogs can't always cope 
when the temperature drops. 
With more cold weather predicted this 
winter, dog owners need to look for 
ways to keep their pets safe – and keep 
in mind that all breeds are different 
when it comes to the cold.

If possible, try to avoid these potential 
cold weather threats:

• Be careful with ice as well as thinly 
frozen ponds and streams. You can 
help prevent hypothermia and even 
drowning by keeping your dog away 
from these areas. They run the risk of 
falling through the ice, slipping or worse.

• If your dog is already experiencing 
symptoms of arthritis or other muscle 
problems, these conditions can be 
worsened in cold weather. Help 
keep your dog as warm as possible 
or speak to your local vets from any 
medical interventions that can help 
during the winter months.

• We use plenty of antifreeze in our 
vehicles to keep them going through the 
cold weather, but the smallest amount 
can be fatal to your dog. Be sure to 
keep these containers locked away and 
clean up any spills as soon as possible. 

Adjust feeding schedules
The most basic way your dogs 
and other pets stay warm is by the 
burning the food they eat. Increased 
calories help them increase their body 
temperature. This is especially important 
for working dogs who may spend the 

bulk of their time outside. Read the 
various food labels on the products sold 
in Mole Valley Farmers, but in general, 
puppy food and other food advocating 
“performance” diets offer your dog 
more calories. Be sure to monitor the 
intake of extra food. If your dog won't 
eat it all during their normal meal times, 
increase the number of feedings to 
accommodate.

Protect those paws
Exposure of your dog's paws to snow, 
ice, and salt in the winter can cause 
lasting damage. After being outside, be 
sure to clear the paws of ice and snow 
that may have balled up amongst their 
fur. Chapped paws or footpads can lead 
to serious health problems. Affected 

dogs may try to lick sore or cold feet, 
causing them to ingest salts or other ice 
melting chemicals – causing intestinal 
irritation. An easy way to prevent this is 
with a quick wash with a warm flannel 
after coming back in after that winter walk.

Provide outside shelter
When dog’s fur stays clean, tidy and 
dry, it helps them maintain a nice layer 
of warm air next to their skin. To keep 
a good coat, try to provide them with a 
doghouse or other shelter. Make sure 
you help them learn to use their shelter 
during more moderate temperatures 
because this habit will ensure they 
seek shelter in the wind, cold, rain 
and snow – when they most need it. 
In terms of sizing, outdoor shelters 
should be only slightly larger than your 
curled-up pet so that the dog’s own 
body heat can fill up the space and 
keep them warm.

Dentalife Pedigree Dentastix

NowNow

NowNow

1112582-4 1035136-7, 10351340

Working 23. 15kg 
Was £19.96 (no VAT) 

1033790

Crunchy. 15kg  
Was £22.99 (no VAT) 

1033788

Light & Senior. 2.5kg 
Was £6.08 (no VAT) 

1103517

Light & Senior. 15kg 
Was £30.69 (no VAT) 

1103516

Dental sticks for dogs, 
available for Small, Medium 
and Large breeds.  

28 pack of dental sticks, 
available for Small, Medium 
and Large breeds. 

Skinner’s Field & Trial bags

ONLY

£3
ONLY

£5

£14.97 £23.02

£17.24 £4.56

SAVE

25%
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My new arena, built over the winter, will save a lot of time!

Is i t nearly summer? 
Vicky Smith, Sponsored Rider

As I write this I'm sure my 
fellow horse owners are 
also floundering around in 
the mud, juggling various 
weights of horse rug, 
deciding which wormer, 
feed, hay is necessary and 
beginning to plan training 
and shows for 2018. 
Winter is a stressful time for horse 
owners. The British weather has not been 
kind with us this winter, with extremely 
low temperatures and very wet weather 
over the last few months. Often I have 
wondered “why do we do this?”.

However, with spring around the corner 
it’s time to be more positive. This season 
is exciting for me as now I have my own 
yard, I can have more horses in my string. 
I have two super young event horses 
in Just a Wish (Yogi) and Duntoatee 
(Duncan), with my old, faithful Indian King 

who at 14, is as ready as ever for some 
eventing. I also have two show cobs Bling 
Cobsby and Knightfury to keep me busy 
alongside last year’s HOYs ride “Bart”.

People often ask how I combine the 
various disciplines in which I compete, 
but to me the basics are all similar. All the 
horses are treated the same. They have 
a varied work pattern which includes 
hacking/schooling/fast work and jumping 
or pole work. It keeps them happy and 
they also go out in the field every day. I 
also plan my season with a goal for each 
horse. I try to make competitions a really 
good experience for the horses - if things 
don’t go to plan it is important to take 
away some positives.

As I have a job aside from the horses 
as a PE teacher, I try to keep really 
organised and stick to a plan of work 
and rest for both myself and the horses. 
I’m lucky to have a great team of helpers 
at both home and competitions, which 
makes things run a lot smoother. 

I’m lucky enough to have had an arena 
built over the winter, saving time as 
I can have more training sessions at 
home. Myself and friends also often 
school together, which is a great way 
of sharing tips and ideas - we can then 
support each other at competitions too. 

I have also had a yard visit from 
TopSpec Nutritionist Corie Green, to 
create individualised feed plans for 
each horse. It is really interesting to see 
what suits each of them, depending on 
temperament or workload. You should 
definitely try the Feed Helpline if you 
need help or advice to get your equine 
firing on all cylinders for 2018. With the 
clocks changing just a few weeks away, 
the best is yet to come!

Until next time, Vicky

The Mole Country Stores Equine 
2018 calendar has proved very 
popular! It features stunning pictures 
of the company’s three sponsored 
riders including our guest writer 
Vicky Smith.

Each store has been asked to nominate 
their own local equine charity, who will 
receive all the proceeds from that area. 
Customers can buy a calendar for just 
£1, by cutting out the logo from a bag 
of feed and presenting it at any Mole 
Country Store. For those who don’t use 
Mole Valley Farmers horse feed, but still 
want a calendar, they can be purchased 
for just £5.99. 

Susi Atkinson, Publications Content 
Manager explains: “As a company we 
are very excited to invest in and feature 
our sponsored riders in the Calendar. 
Vicky Smith was Champion at the 2016 
Horse of the Year show and judged at 
the Royal Windsor Horse Show. Kitty 
King rode at the Rio Olympics and 
continues to compete at the highest 
international levels. Emma Massingale 
has made a number of both instructive 
and humorous short films for us 
featuring her horse and ponies, one of 
which recently won an US film award!”

Calendar giveaway!
We have 25 copies of this fantastic 
calendar to give away! Just go online 
to complete your entry:

molevalley.formstack.com/
forms/calendar

Mole Country Store's 
2018 equine calendar 
giveaway!

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

New Year’s Day

2
3

4
5

6

7
8

9
10

11
12

13

14
15

16
17

18
19

20

21
22

23
24

25
26

27

28
29

30
31

January 2018
Where in this wide world can man find               

         nobi l i ty without pride . . .

Vicky Smith and Indian King II at Somerford International Horse Trials (courtesy of Matt Nuttall Photography)

2018 CalendarFeaturing sponsored riders

WIN!
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When it comes to our energy bills, we 
want to know how much we can save and 
what we have to do to get those savings.
The Moleenergy team asked themselves this very question 
and the results were quite surprising! Many of the team had 
never switched energy providers themselves. So, they went on 
a mission to develop a new switching service. 

The main objective was to create a simple, effective and 
usable process. The new switching service compares every 

Want to save time and money? Switch!
energy tariff on the market and can generate a quotation in 
three minutes, with just a few clicks of the mouse. Switching 
contracts only takes a further five minutes or so.

When the Moleenergy team trialed it themselves, Directors 
Dave and Tim were delighted but a bit embarrassed to save 
over £400 each!

Other switching comparison sites can take a lot longer to use. 
Moleenergy offer a simplified process to save you time and 
money, with minimum fuss. Go to moleenergy.co.uk. You 
can also use the service over the phone and talk to a friendly 
person who will guide you through the whole process.

7 February Dairy-Tech*, Stoneleigh Park, Coventry, CV8 2LG

10 March Dairy Expo*, Borderway Mart, Carlisle, CA1 2RS

Show dates for your diary * Mole Country Stores attending.

Switch online today at moleenergy.com
or call us on T: 01803 225631

Moleenergy top tip:
Install an energy monitoring system

These are readily available from energy suppliers and 
are an effective way of tracking the energy consumed 
in your home.

The whole family can see how much energy is being 
used in the home by cost per kWh and by day, week and 
quarter. This can highlight how much you use and where. 
Some suppliers offer these gadgets for free and they can 
be a very effective way of monitoring your energy usage.

Champions at Hexham Mart

Mole Country Stores Hexham were proud to sponsor the 
Christmas Show and Sale of Primestock at 
Hexham Mart on 5 December 2017. 

If you have any community news you would like to share in the next Mole 
Country Stores Newsletter, please email newsletters@molevalleyfarmers.com

Great quality prime sheep and 
cattle were on show and prizes 
for the overall champions were 
presented by Ian Hedley and 
Fiona Lee from the Mole Country 
Stores Farm Sales Team. 
Congratulations!



molecountrystores.co.uk

All prices are exclusive of VAT unless otherwise stated. Products and offers are subject to availability so please check before you travel. Offers are available for limited periods only, as marked. 
E&OE. All prices correct at the time of print.

Store opening hours:
Monday - Saturday   8.00am - 5.30pm  
*Hexham 8am-6pm Monday - Friday

Sunday   10.00am - 4.00pm     
(Sunday opening at Alnwick, Bury, Dereham, Driffield, Hexham, 
Market Rasen, Newark, Piercebridge, Ripley, Stamford, Worksop 
and Thirsk only)  

*Full terms and conditions 
available online.
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