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Introduction 
In this report I’ve tried to describe what I heard and saw at our party conference, which took place in 
Liverpool between the 25th and 28th September. I also describe how and why I voted on the various 
motions and issues that came up.  

I’ve included a few photos along the way. Mostly taken from my delegate’s seat and not of great 
quality. Partly they were to help me remember what I saw, especially because quite a few of the 
Labour front bench team are fairly new in their posts and not yet familiar faces. Of course several of 
them have now switched roles. 

Caveat: please don’t assume quotes are exact. Some are accurate because I’ve copied them from the 
transcripts of speeches, which are helpfully sold by Labour Students for a pound each, but other 
“quotes” are either from my memory (which isn’t too good) or transcribed from my sketchy notes.  

Saturday 24th 

The Leadership Announcement 

I arrived for the leadership announcement in good time, but was a bit surprised the hall was half 
empty even by the time the announcement was made. Presumably most people had decided the 
result was a foregone conclusion. You know what happened, Jeremy was re-elected. I thought 
Jeremy’s speech afterwards was the best I’ve seen him perform. Conciliatory, clear, direct and 
looking a lot more like a leader. Plus Jeremy looks so much better in a suit and tie. 

  

Jeremy Corby re-elected as Labour leader. Litter from the losing side. 

          

South East Reception 

I went to the South East Reception in the evening, where inevitably there were quite a few Oxford 
people, including Anneliese Dodds, who said a few words. There was lots of emphasis on the need to 
get out and help the by-election push in Whitney, where we look to have an excellent candidate in 
Duncan Enright. 

Then on to a pub with various people, mostly from Cambridge, but also including Felicity Irwin our 
delegate from the western half of Oxford, so it was good to meet her and compare our relative 
states of preparedness.  
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Sunday 25th 

Delegates’ morning briefing 

There was a 9 am start for the South East delegates’ briefing 
session, which was very useful and after which everything felt a lot 
clearer. Then a short break before the opening session of 
conference, where I bumped into Tom Turner one of the Oxford 
Labour Students, who is a delegate from his home constituency in 
Surrey. He told me that he’d be joining us more in the future with 
Oxford door-knocking VID sessions.  

Another delegate who sometimes joins us on the Oxford 
doorknocker is Sean Hannigan from South Oxfordshire. He is the 
delegate for the Henley region. When he’s not doing Labour stuff 
he’s studying for his “A” levels.  

Opening of Conference 

Then into the first session of Conference, where I took my seat 
next to Felicity. Not long after proceedings had started Felicity got 
up and squeezed past a long row of delegates, which seemed a bit 
odd because we’d only just sat down. Then I realised she was 
going up on the platform to address conference. I wasn’t expecting 
that. She was asking for the resolution on anti-austerity to be 
reinstated, after it had fallen foul of one of those slightly finicky 
rules. When Felicity got back to her seat she whispered “did I look 
really nervous”? “No you didn’t” I said, “you looked really calm”. I 
was impressed. 

Voting for the priority motions 

After that session finished I went to vote for which of the 
contemporary motions will be debated. We had to pick four from 
eight. I chose NHS (the motion I was bringing), housing (obviously important for Oxford), Brexit (I 
don’t think we can just ignore this and give the Tories a free pass) & Grammar Schools (I have no 
desire for a return to the Secondary Modern system). If I’d had a fifth vote I’d have included “Child 
Refugees” as well.  

Fringe meeting: The impact of Brexit on Science and Technology 

In the afternoon I joined the discussion on the impact of Brexit on Science and Technology, which 
was run by Anneliese Dodds and Clare Moody (MEP for South West), which is important for me as a 
scientist. 

Anneliese and Clare are looking for the best ways to try and protect science and technology on 
which many jobs depend, especially in our region in and around Oxford and for building our 
economy in general. I thought it was a very useful discussion, with contributions from a wide range 
of backgrounds: cancer research, space, aerospace, pharmaceuticals, chemistry and others 
(including Mike Rowley with a City Council perspective). 

  

 
Delegates’ kit. 

 

 
Oxford West’s Felicity Irwin 
speaks to Conference. 
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Priority motions announcement 

Then back to the main conference hall for a very moving tribute to Jo Cox. After which the 
announcement was made for voting for which resolutions would be debated. The winners were:  

 Child Refugees 

 Defend and Promote our Public Services 

 Employment Rights 

 Energy 

 Grammar Schools 

 Housing 

 Industrial Strategy 

 NHS 

So, apparently we can just ignore Brexit. The above are all important, but I feel that Brexit is the 
most decisive victory for the extreme right in this country since Maggie Thatcher defeated the 
miners back in 1985. No one will thank us if we just roll over and say nothing as the Tories drive us 
over an economic cliff, inflicting even further damage on working class people.  Hopefully at least 
Brexit will get a mention in tomorrow’s International session.  

But the NHS made the list, which meant I would be taking part in the evening’s compositing meeting.  

 

  

Over 1,000 people marched to save Liverpool’s 
Women’s Hospital on Sunday afternoon.  

The “Liverpool Socialist Singers” singing about 
saving the NHS. 

 

Contemporary Motion Compositing Meeting (NHS) 

So off to the compositing meeting to create a combined motion from the 31 NHS motions that were 
submitted. This is basically a big “cutting and pasting” job, but critically where everyone eventually is 
happy, or at least not too unhappy. Votes are taken to resolve disagreements. We didn’t need many. 

Most motions had the same themes, but often they’d been tweaked in different directions. Plus 
others had added things they felt strongly about. Each motion had at least one contemporary issue 
(of course) which was usually something relevant to their region. Mostly these issues were imminent 
threats of closures to NHS facilities, or other impacts from underfunding. These local issues were all 
deleted from the final Composite, because it would have made a very very long list and importantly 
it still wouldn’t have included everything that is reaching a critical stage from all over the country. 
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We understood that we might be joined by a shadow minister to help us with the compositing task. 
The little group I was sat with were wracking our brains trying to remember who the shadow health 
spokesperson is. Then we were told Diane Abbot was on her way to join us1.  

The meeting was very well run and we managed to agree on a composite motion after about an 
hour and a half. Everyone was very friendly, despite people obviously being insistent that the 
favourite sections from their motions be maintained. 

We had two ready-made draft versions of the composite to work with, so we weren’t starting totally 
from scratch. So the first job became one of searching through the drafts to see if anything 
important had been left out, or anything unsavoury added in.  

One issue that came up immediately was that both of the drafts were missing a statement saying 
that “prescriptions, dentistry, and optical care” should be free, which interestingly had come up at 
our All Members meeting, where there had been overwhelming support that this be kept in.  

Diane warned us that the Treasury might have thoughts on a commitment to abolishing all 
prescription charges, but she kept reminding us “it’s your motion, it’s up to you what you put in it”. 
So we had a vote and kept that in!  

It felt a bit odd to find Diane Abbot playing the fiscally restraining role. 

However, we did heed Diane’s advice about not including a commitment to a fully publicly owned 
social care system, which she pointed out might have implied nationalising all the country’s care 
homes. That had been a line included in some of the versions of the motion, but not in Oxford’s. 

The text I was most keen to clarify was the bullet point concerning Private Finance Initiatives (PFI). 
I’d had a quick chat with Bill Mackeith (who’d proposed the NHS motion at our meeting in Oxford) 
and we’d agreed this was an important issue. 

Oxford’s version said “Ending PFI; liberating the NHS from debt”. The draft versions of the composite 
we were working with had the following PFI references:  

 “No more Private Finance Initiatives”  

and  

 “Exploring fiscally sound ways of liberating the NHS from extortionate PFI charges”.  

My problem with the first of these drafts, was that it is only promising to stop future PFI deals, not 
saying anything about the existing situation and current debts.  

My problem with the second draft is that the word “exploring” sounds a lot like a review out of 
which nothing might come. The group seemed to agree with me, so the final version that went 
forward is in Oxford form.  

(As an aside I think it is completely wrong that we are even talking about hospitals being in debt. 
What does that mean; that they are doing too many operations, fixing up too many people in A&E? 
Surely what we should be saying is that these hospitals are underfunded. This is just another way 
that the Tories cleverly talk about devolving responsibility when really what they are doing is making 
sure that blame is devolved. Suddenly, hey presto, it’s nothing to do with the Government, it’s all 
the NHS’s fault.) 

Then we elected delegates to propose and second the motion, which would be happening on 
Tuesday:  

 Proposer: Bonnie Craven from Sutton and Cheam. 

 Seconder: Francis Prideaux from Westminster. 

The downside of winning those positions is that Bonnie and Francis had to stay behind and wait for 
the final composite to be typed up nicely before they could sign it. The rest of us left, after 
spontaneously giving ourselves a little round of applause. 

                                                           
1
 Subsequently promoted to Shadow Home Secretary.  
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Monday 26th  

International relations 

With speeches from: 

 Cath Speight, NEC Member 

 Glenis Wilmott, Leader of European Parliamentary 
Party 

 Emily Thornberry, Shadow Foreign Secretary and 
Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union 

 Kate Osamor, Shadow Secretary of State for 
International Development 

 Clive Lewis, Shadow Secretary of State for Defence2 

 Barry Gardiner, Shadow Secretary of State for 
International Trade 

I thought Emily Thornberry came across very well. She 
seems to me like a strong and serious shadow Foreign 
Secretary and contrasts very well with the Tory’s opposite 
number, bungling Boris Johnson. She began by comparing 
Jeremy Corby’s integrity versus David Cameron’s, who has 
quit his post leaving everyone else to clear up his Brexit 
mess. Her speech had two main parts: Brexit and ethical 
foreign policy. The Brexit section was exactly what I was 
hoping to hear, promising we will be standing up to the 
Tories throughout the Brexit process. A few points: 

 We will stand up to the Tories on behalf of the 
communities we represent, and we will demand to be 
heard. 

 We will stand up for EU migrants currently living in 
Britain, and demand that their continued right to do so 
is guaranteed. 

 We will stand up for those UK businesses who depend 
on trade with Europe, and demand that they can 
continue doing so freely. 

 We will stand up for workers’ rights, for deprived 
regions, for environmental protection, for small farm 
subsidies, for human rights, for every area where the 
Tories will look to wield the axe after Brexit. 

 We will stand in their way and demand that the rights 
and investment on which our communities depend are protected even after we leave the EU. 

 

Glenis Wilmott also gave a very good speech. A few points: 

 “We must start by holding all those leave campaigners to account! Everything they said and 
everything they promised, during the referendum campaign, cannot and should not be 
forgotten. 

 “We must continue to hold them to their word, continue to point out the outright lies that were 
told not because we want to reverse the result of the referendum but because if we allow this 

                                                           
2
 Now appointed Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy. 

 
Emily Thornberry “We will stand up 
for workers’ rights, for deprived 
regions, for environmental 
protection, for small farm subsidies, 
for human rights, for every area 
where the Tories will look to wield 
the axe after Brexit”. 

 
Glenis Wilmott, “If the Tory Brexit 
deal with the EU is not right, we 
must fight it”.  
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type of populist, divisive, jingoistic politics to remain unopposed then our vision for a fair, 
progressive, kinder society will continue to be a long way from reality. 

 We shouldn’t accept a deal that doesn’t guarantee our social and working rights or 
environmental protections. We shouldn’t accept a deal that will hit jobs, lower standards and 
wages and we shouldn’t accept a deal that opens up our public services and the NHS to profit 
over people. 

 

I thought Clive Lewis gave a very strong speech as the 
Shadow Defence Secretary3. Clive Lewis emphasised that 
we are an internationalist party and paid tribute to hard 
work and dedication of the armed forces. 

I think it’s good to have an ex-solider in this office who 
understands the distinction between the soldiers that fight 
our wars and those that send them out there, often without 
having thought through any sort of strategy. 

He also stressed that he viewed NATO as being an 
“organisation that springs directly from our values” and 
confirmed that the next Labour government will meet 
NATO’s spending target of at least 2 per cent of GDP.  

He went on to condemn the current government that has 
cut the size of the armed forces by a fifth, imposed an 
effective pay cut, and failed to provide adequate housing. 

He also stated (controversially it would seem) that although 
he is sceptical about Trident, “I am clear that our Party has a policy of Trident renewal”. 

 

 

  

Kate Osamor, “People like us, international 
socialists.” 

Barry Gardiner, “The next Labour government 
will roll out a ‘Homes Fit For Heroes’ programme 
that will insulate the homes of our disabled 
veterans for free.” 

 

  

                                                           
3
 Later I discovered that there had been some controversy about Clive’s speech having been edited at the last 

minute.  

 
Clive Lewis “I see no contradiction 
between my service (as an army 
veteran) and my socialism.” 
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Economy 

The economy session started with Composite motions 1 to 
4 being proposed and debated. The first three of these 
were on Employment Rights. The forth was on Industrial 
Strategy. All four were supported in the “show of hands” 
votes at the end. 

Then before lunch we had John McDonnel’s speech. 

Regarding the Composites I’ll just focus here on the first 
Employment Rights Composite Motion, because this 
proved to be a bit controversial.  

Composite 1, Employment Rights 

Composite 1 was proposed by Manuel Cortes from the 
Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association Union. He gave what 
I thought was a barnstorming speech calling for a 
transparent “People’s Brexit” involving Trade Unions. 

This was the controversial bit from the Motion: 

“Conference recognises that many of those who 
voted to leave the EU were expressing 
dissatisfaction with EU or national policy and were voting for change, but believes that 
unless the final settlement proves to be acceptable then the option of retaining EU 
membership should be retained. The final settlement should therefore be subject to 
approval, through Parliament and potentially through a general election, or a referendum.” 

This is what appeared in our Conference Arrangements Committee Report and therefore what we 
voted on and what was passed. However, the National Executive Committee (NEC) quickly released a 
statement saying this wasn't actually Labour's official approach to handling Brexit. 

"Conference policy on Brexit has been misinterpreted in some reports as committing Labour 
to a second referendum4 on UK membership for the EU, so far the avoidance of doubt we 
want to make clear that is not our policy." 

However, the motion did also contain the following points concerning Brexit, which don’t seem to 
have raised any objection. 

1. Our Party Leader, PLP and EPLP work with the Party of European Socialists and other progressive 
forces in Europe to ensure the terms of our exit are concluded before Article 50 is triggered; 

2. Talks dealing with Brexit are subject to democratic scrutiny and accountability with terms that 
must be democratically endorsed or revoked; 

3. Our Party has clear red lines to protect worker and human rights, our economy, industry and 
environment. 

 

John McDonnell, Shadow Chancellor 

I think there was a lot of good content in John McDonnell’s speech. It wasn’t a stirring speech, but 
more focussed on detail. Firstly pointing out the Tories complete failure to achieve any of their often 
quoted goals, in particular regarding the deficit and national debt. 

 We need to appreciate the mess that the Tories are leaving behind for when we go into 
Government.  

                                                           
4
  Why do people keep talking about a future second referendum? We’ve already had two referendums on our 

relationship with Europe. Currently the score is one all; one for, one against. If we go to a tie-breaker, that will 
be the third referendum. 

 
Manuel Cortes, TSSA leader 
proposing Composite 1, calling for a 
“people’s Brexit”, “the cost of 
Independence from Europe must not 
be shunted onto Britain's workers”. 



Page 10 of 25 
 

 Six years on from when they promised to eliminate the Government's deficit in five years, they 
are nowhere near that goal. 

 The national debt burden was supposed to be falling by last year, and it is still rising. In money 
terms, it now stands at £1.6 trillion. Our productivity has 
fallen far behind.  

On Brexit: 

 Since the Brexit vote, the Tories have come up with no 
plan whatsoever. They have no clue. Half of them want 
a hard Brexit, to walk away from 30 years of investment 
in our relationship with Europe. Some are just paralysed 
by the scale of the mess they created. Working with our 
socialist and social democratic colleagues across Europe, 
our aim is to create a new Europe which builds upon the 
benefits of the EU but tackles the perceived disbenefits. 

On co-operatives: 

 Co-operation and collaboration is how the emerging 
economy of the future functions. We'll look to at least 
double our co-operative sector so that it matches those 
in Germany and the US. 

 We'll build on the good example of Labour Councils like 
Preston, here in the north-west, using public 
procurement to support co-operatives where they can. 

On “an entrepreneurial state” 

 Good business doesn’t need no government. Good business needs good government. 

 Be certain, the next Labour government will be an interventionist government. We will not stand 
by like this one has and see our key industries flounder and our future prosperity put at risk. 

 “Our government will create an entrepreneurial state that works with the wealth creators, the 
workers and the entrepreneurs to create the products and the markets that will secure our long 
term prosperity.” 

I was interested to hear John McDonnell use the phrase “entrepreneurial state” in his speech. When 
he came to Oxford with his “economics roadshow”, he mentioned several times the work of 
economist Mariana Mazzucato. She has written a book called “The Entrepreneurial State: debunking 
public vs. private sector myths”, which is a good read and which as the title suggests debunks the 
myth of a lumbering, bureaucratic state versus a dynamic, innovative private sector. So presumably 
John McDonnell has been inspired by this approach and I will be pleased if we hear more about the 
“entrepreneurial state”. 

If you haven’t time to read her book, Mariana Mazzucato, is an engaging speaker: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_mazzucato_government_investor_risk_taker_innovator?langu
age=en 

Policy Seminar: International 

 Chair: (I didn’t catch her name but she was very good). 

 Richard Howitt MEP. 

 Emily Thornberry, Shadow Foreign Secretary and Secretary of State for Exiting the European 
Union. 

 Clive Lewis, Shadow Secretary of State for Defence. 

 Kate Osamor, Shadow Secretary of State for International Development. 

 
John McDonnell, “Patriots should 
pay their taxes. Labour are already 
setting the pace on tackling tax 
avoidance and tax evasion”. 

https://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_mazzucato_government_investor_risk_taker_innovator?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/mariana_mazzucato_government_investor_risk_taker_innovator?language=en
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I arrived as Emily Thornberry was saying we need to be clear about our red lines on Brexit. My 
impression was that all the discussion to that point had been about Brexit. It was then pointed out 
that a special Brexit Policy Seminar was planned for tomorrow, so we should save that for then. 

In responding to questions the following points were discussed. 

Emily Thornberry described what has happened in Brazil as a “legal coup”. She said that their 
president had effectively been impeached for exaggerating the level of success in their county. Then 
adding “can you imagine what would happen here if we did the same?” 

Kate Osamor pointed out that gender equality is a key part of International development. She also 
spoke about “black lives matter” with respect to the UK. She said that we need to bring more people 
into the conversation. Lots of people don’t understand how black men are treated. Adding “I have a 
son. I want him to come home safely”. 

Clive Lewis reminded us that the Tories are buying off-the-shelf USA defence kit. Let’s have a buy 
British procurement policy. 

Regarding Trident a union member pointed out that his first duty is to protect the jobs of his 
members. 

Clive Lewis had to leave a bit earlier than everyone else, so was asked to sum up a few thoughts 
before he left. He made a bit of an impromptu speech explaining his position, which included these 
points (from memory).  

I am not a pacifist. There are sometimes occasions when we need to intervene for 
humanitarian reasons. The world would be a safer place without nuclear weapons. The 
Tories are using Trident as a weapon against us. I didn’t need to go to Sandhurst to know 
let’s not walk into an ambush. However, in the longer term we need to think about 
diversification. Workers in Barrow and Furness can also build ships. We need to park the 
issue of nuclear weapons and get on with talking about the things that matter to most 
people: the health service, jobs etc.  

Defence is obviously going to be a major Tory attack line whenever the next General Election comes. 
I can’t think of anyone better placed to fight off those attacks than Clive Lewis, but hopefully we’ll be 
seeing more of him in his new Business role. 

 

 

 

Richard Howitt,  Emily Thornberry, Chair, Clive Lewis, Kate Osamor. 
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Tuesday 27th  

NEC Rule Changes 

Tuesday morning saw a key debate about the package of rule changes that have been proposed by 
the NEC. There was succession of delegates speaking either for or against. This felt like the most 
controversial point of the conference, but I don’t think the debate was too bad tempered. “A testy 
atmosphere” was what I wrote in my notebook at the time. So, the issue (as I understood it) was 
whether we should accept the rule changes as proposed by the NEC and if so whether we should 
accept them all together, as a package (as proposed by the Conference Arrangements Committee), 
or whether the rule changes should each be debated one by one.  

I can see that there are pros and cons on both sides of the argument regarding taking the rule 
changes as a package or whether to debate them one-by-one. The main argument in favour of 
debating them one-by-one is that people shouldn’t have to vote for things they don’t like just in 
order to get the things they do like, so you could argue one-by-one is a more democratic approach. 
The counter argument is that the NEC have come up with a complete package of rule changes which 
taken as a whole are balanced, so they contain a little bit for everyone. In addition, having a debate 
on all the rule changes would be very time consuming, would look divisive in front of a media which 
is hungry for stories about Labour divisions and would squeeze out other important conference 
business.  

This issue was compounded by whether decisions ought to be made by a show of hands, or whether 
a card vote was needed. We had a “show of hands” on the “package v one-by-one” issue despite 
several delegates requesting that we go to a card vote. The Chair declared that the result was 
overwhelmingly in favour of accepting the rules in one package. (I’m not sure I would have used the 
word “overwhelming” to describe the vote, but it was certainly more overwhelming than a 48% to 
52% split, which I often hear these days described as being a decisive margin.) Having a card vote on 
this apparently would have taken about an hour, so I was happy with the show of hands.  

So I voted in the show of hands to agree with the Conference Arrangements Committee that we 
should vote on the package as a whole, and not rule-by-rule. And then when we had the card vote I 
voted in favour of the package of rule changes. 

Why did I vote that way? My feeling is that the most important thing we need to do after re-electing 
Jeremy Corbyn as our leader is to unite behind him and turn our fire on the Tories. (Especially at this 
crucial time as the Tories are about to drive us over Brexit’s economic cliff.) But in order to bring 
people together and unite there has to be give and take on all sides. The NEC rule changes are 
exactly that, a mixture of give and take. If we went through each rule, one by one with everyone 
fighting just to take their favoured rules without any acceptance of any compromise, then I think 
there would be a danger of several damaging outcomes. As well as prolonging the whole argument 
in a harmful battle, we might then find we’ve ended up with an unbalanced set of rules which would 
leave one side feeling victorious, but the other side feeling defeated. This wouldn’t be good for 
unity. So, far better to take the package as a whole, put this behind us, unite behind our leader and 
get on with the real job of opposing the Tories and convincing the country Labour is a ready to form 
the next government.  

As mentioned I thought the rule change debate was generally no more than “testy”, however there 
was one exception which was when a delegate from the Jewish Labour Movement was heckled 
while he was saying that the party as a whole must do more to tackle anti-Semitism (which the rule 
changes will make easier to deal with). I didn’t hear what the heckler said, but I’d have preferred it if 
they’d just listened, rather than creating even more negative publicity on such a sensitive issue. 

After the NEC Rule Change debate there followed a debate about rule changes proposed by 
Constituency Labour Parties. I voted on these according to the NEC recommendations.  

The results of all the rule change votes were announced at the end of the day.  
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NEC Rules Changes: 

1. NEC Constitutional Amendments, Carried 
2. Trade Union retired member branch affiliation to CLPs, Carried 
3. Priorities Ballot, Not carried 
4. Organisations may submit a contemporary motion and a rule change to Conference, Not carried 
5. Right to refer back part of a policy document, Carried 

Only the 5th proposed change was against the recommendation of the NEC. 

The other bit of voting delegates had to do on Tuesday was electing someone to serve on the 
National Constitutional Committee (NCC). I was mandated to vote for Chris Williamson, which I did. 
Chris came second, failing to displace the incumbent Maggie Cosin. 

Health and Care 

This session included a speech by Diane Abbott, Shadow Secretary of State for Health (now at the 
shadow Home Office) and the Oxford motion, Composite 7 - NHS, which was very well presented by 
our proposer and seconder and which was carried. 

Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan 

Sadiq Khan’s speech repeated the phrase “Labour in Power” about a thousand times. OK, probably 
not quite that many times, but he was certainly drilling home that one key message and emphasising 
all the things we can achieve if we are in power. It is an important message.  

 

 

 
Sadiq Khan, post speech interview. #labourinpower 
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Insert your own “Jeremy’s shadow cabinet” joke of choice here. 

 

Angela Rayner, Shadow Secretary of State for Education 

Angela Rayner gave a strong speech about education. She kicked off by saying “I left school at 16, 
pregnant, with no qualifications. Some may argue I was not a great role model for today’s young 
people. The direction of my life was set but something happened. Labour’s Sure Start centres gave 
me and my friends, and our children, the help and support we needed to grow and develop. They 
changed the lives of three million children and their parents.” 

“The Tories have now closed more than 800 Sure Start centres, and more to come. Shutting the door 
in the faces of our children and their parents.” 

I wasn’t aware of Angela Rayner’s background and how her life was helped because of the Sure Start 
centres. I thought that was a powerful message. 

Tom Watson, Deputy Leader’s Speech 

Tom Watson had the best jokes and launched into long list of achievements from the Blair and 
Brown years, which provoked a heckle from the audience, which he batted away effortlessly. He was 
clearly having fun. If you’ve any barns that need storming, Tom is your man. 

But he also had a very strong message that Labour needs to be recognised across the country as 
being pro-business: 

 “Businesses are where people work. The private sector’s what generates the money to pay for 
our schools and hospitals.” 

 “I don’t say this because it’s what wins elections, I say it because it is true. And people know that 
it’s true. And that’s why it wins elections.” 

And he’s a fan of Labour councillors: 

 You keep hearing that Labour can’t win, well we can, and we will. And I’ll tell you how we’re 
going to win: we’re going to win through local government because that’s how we always win. 

 Our councillors are the engine of Labour’s electoral machine. It’s Labour councillors all over the 
country who are our leaders and ambassadors in local communities. Our councillors and our 
trade unions: these are the rocks our movement’s built on. 
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Tom Watson, I’m sure there’ll be a general 
election soon. The more often Theresa May says 
it won’t happen, the more certain I am that it 
will. And, comrades, we need to be ready. 

Duncan Enright, Labour’s candidate for the 
Witney Parliamentary by-election, speaks in the 
debate on Grammar Schools, and of course, 
invites us to join him in his campaign. 

 

Policy Seminar: Responding to the EU Referendum result 

 Barry Gardiner, Shadow Secretary of State for International Trade 

 Glenis Wilmott, Leader of European Parliamentary Party 

 Chair 

 Emily Thornberry, Shadow Foreign Secretary and Secretary of State for Exiting the European 
Union 

 Keir Starmer, MP5 

As I arrived Emily Thornberry was explaining that if anyone wants to feed their views into her 
department regarding Brexit, then the following website is the place to go: 

http://www.policyforum.labour.org.uk/ 

She also said that we could find her own 80 page document regarding Brexit here. However, I can’t 
find it. 

There were a range of questions from the audience and responses from the panel. 

 Emily Thornberry explained that traditionally Europe has been a part of the Foreign Office, 
which is why Labour isn’t having a shadow Brexit post. (Subsequently Keir Starmer has been 
appointed to this role, which I think is excellent news.) 

 Glenis Wilmott explained that in her view the Government should have a clear plan about 
the direction of travel before Article 50 is triggered.  

 She also explained that she believed that politicians have been failing for many years to 
explain Europe. 

 Someone asked if we couldn’t be a bit more positive. Emily Thornberry responded that 
probably the best we can do is to have some influence to stop the Government doing 
anything too stupid. 

 Someone raised the point about funding from the EU for science and innovation at our 
Universities. I was about to put my hand up and point out that it’s not just the money, but 

                                                           
5
 Now appointed as the shadow Brexit secretary. 

http://www.policyforum.labour.org.uk/
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the main thing are the teams we’re working in across Europe. But Glenis Wilmott responded 
by making the very same point. I was very pleased to hear this point being clearly expressed.  

 A woman in the audience pointed out that as far as she is concerned her “red line” is that we 
stay in the free market. She said she works in financial services and has been told that if we 
leave the free market she will have to move to either Dublin or the Netherlands. Her 
company have their contingency plans made already. (Sadly I suspect this will become more 
and more common. Financial services will probably be the first to go, because they are fairly 
mobile. Car factories can’t be moved quite so easily, but in time investment can be moved 
elsewhere.) 

 

 
Barry Gardiner, Glenis Wilmott, Chair, Emily Thornberry, Keir Starmer. 

 

Fringe meeting: The future of social care in England 

At the Quaker Meeting House, organised by the Socialist Health Association. 

 Chaired by David Brindle with  

 Dr Simon Duffy, Director of the Centre for Welfare Reform 

 Professor Caroline Glenndinning, specialist advisor to the Communities and Local 
Government select committee 

 Barbara Keeley MP6 

 Cheryl Barrott, Change Agents UK 

 Simon Cramp, Learning Disability England 

I was interested to attend this Fringe meeting because I believe this is an area where the last six 
years’ of Tory rule has made very significant damage to many people’s lives and is also an under-
prioritised issue even within the Labour Party. I was on the carers register recently and became very 
aware of how important various services can be for care of the elderly. Small changes to services can 
have a big impact on the life of recipients of care, their carers and families. Plus, I know Barbara 
Keeley through family connections, so I was also keen to catch up with her. 

Caroline Glendenning and Barbara Keeley explained some key facts about what has happened to 
social care over the last six years of the coalition and the Tory Governments. Basically a story of very 
deep cuts, having a big impact on peoples’ lives.  

                                                           
6
 Now appointed as the shadow minister for Mental Health and Social Care. 
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 Since 2010 there have been deep cuts to adult social care (~ 30% depending on how you 
measure things) and severe cuts in other local services. 

 It is expected that social care will be further hit by restrictions on freedom of movement 
following Brexit.  

 The increase in the minimum wage is a good thing, but this has a big impact on the costs of 
providing social care. Funds to meet these extra costs have not been provided. 

 In general we are moving in the opposite direction compared to most OECD countries 
regarding social care. They are mostly moving towards universal entitlements, rather than 
our fragmented and means tested benefits approach. 

Barbara Keeley asked “Why are we not more outraged about what is happening?” She pointed out 
that her email inbox and postbag is full of people campaigning about bees and badgers, but not 
much at all about social care. During the course of the meeting several people proposed answers to 
this question, especially as several people at the meeting felt that social care is in a far more critical 
situation compared to our hospitals.  

Some answers to the question included:  

 The fact that people needing care are often spread out in the community and isolated from 
one another, so there is little prospect of their banding together.  

 There is no central focus to rally around and focus the media on, as with a hospital.  

 People receiving care and their carers often have no time or energy left for protesting. 

It was pointed out that we need more social care “champions” especially in the Labour Party. 
Another question asked was “why was there no motion at Conference about Social Care?” 

Several people pointed out that very few senior Labour politicians appeared to understand the 
importance of social care. The only senior MP named as understanding the seriousness of the issue 
was Andy Burnham. No one else merited a mention. 

It was also pointed out that because there is a lack of protest the political will to challenge anything 
is low. One woman explained that she had spoken to her local council about a 40-year old family 
member who has lost his independence because of cuts to social services. She was told by the 
council that if they change the bin rota there is uproar, but she was quite a rarity for raising her 
family member’s situation. 

The mother of a child with a disability noted that although we are now campaigning for “Education 
not segregation” lots of kids with disabilities have been segregated for years.   

Several people expressed the view that trying to work, cross-party, with the Tories was a mistake. 

 

Simon Cramp, Learning Disability England 

Simon Cramp has health problems with his heart and learning disabilities. He explained his recent 
experiences in dealing with officials employed within the care system. This was both in relation to his 
twin brother who recently died and for his own health situation. He said “Ian Duncan Smith has 
made my life a misery”. He said all Tory figures were just “pie in the sky” and “until we get a Labour 
government there will be continuing misery”. 

 

Cheryl Barrott, Change Agents UK 

Cheryl Barrott introduced a different, co-operative based, way of providing social services. 

She emphasised that there should be an “asset lock” on our money for the provision of care, which 
can’t be touched even after something like a bankers’ crisis. She pointed out that while the banks 
may be too big to fail, our social care system should be too good to fail. We should be demanding 
“Fair Care”.  
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She pointed out that when you’re the person needing your arse wiped, you’ll probably want some 
dignity. Instead you might be surprised to find you are just a “unit” being used to maximise 
someone’s profit.  

This is a link to the Change Agent’s Fair Care webpage, explaining the current situation, their co-
operative solution and their campaign: 

http://changeagents.coop/Change_AGEnts/Fair_Care.html 

 

Dr Simon Duffy centre for welfare reform 

Simon Duffy spoke about “Social Care Reform - the way forward for Labour?”  

He emphasised that the only way to operate a sustainable social care system is to have a universal 
non-means tested system. He said he felt that the accepted wisdom that the NHS and Social Care 
need to be integrated was something of a red herring. Several people agreed with this point. 

He referenced a damning report from the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR) on the UK’s implementation of economic, social and cultural rights (which I think is worth 
pasting here). 

 

 

From the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), 2016. 
(Concluding observations on the sixth periodic report of the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain & Northern Ireland). 

 

Slides available here: 

http://www.slideshare.net/simonduffy/social-care-reform-the-way-forward-for-labour 

Simon Duffy’s Draft Policy on “Independent Living and Long Term Care”: 

http://www.sochealth.co.uk/2016/08/21/independent-living-long-term-care/ 

 

  

http://changeagents.coop/Change_AGEnts/Fair_Care.html
http://www.slideshare.net/simonduffy/social-care-reform-the-way-forward-for-labour
http://www.sochealth.co.uk/2016/08/21/independent-living-long-term-care/
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Summary 

The anger people felt about what is happening was very evident throughout the meeting. Several 
members of the audience had stories to tell about problems they’ve uncounted and how things have 
got worse over recent years. There was also an overall message coming across that “Labour has got 
to show some bottle”. I thought back to Sadiq’s message of “Labour in Power”. There are a lot of 
people whose lives have been made a misery under the Tory and coalition governments.  For them 
“Labour in power” is more than just a soundbite.  

Fringe meeting: The Diversity Gathering 

At the Merseyside Maritime Museum (Fabian Society and Lloyds) 

I popped in here because they had a long list of interesting speakers, plus there was a bar. I was at 
the bar getting a beer when a women in a wheelchair came up to the man standing next to me (who 
I assume was one of the organisers). She said to him “for the first time in my life I’ve found a place 
which feels like home”.  

I went back to my hotel room reminded that there are lots of good reasons why people need the 
Labour Party.  

Wednesday 28th  
Conference wasn’t convening until 10.30, so I had a stroll along the Mersey until it got too rainy. I 
took a few photos which I’ve included at the end of the report. I liked the things that the city of 
Liverpool chooses to celebrate. 

Home Affairs 

The Richard Burgon, Shadow Secretary of State for Justice  

I met Richard Burgon a couple of times when I was up in Leeds prior to the General Election in 2015. 
He seemed a very likable chap (& a Leeds United fan) so I was keen to see how he got on speaking 
from the shadow front bench. I think it’s fair to say he’s on the barnstorming wing of the speech 
making spectrum. Richard paid tribute to Andy Burnham, who later in his speech confirmed he is 
stepping down as Shadow Home Secretary to concentrate on becoming the Mayor of Manchester, 
and also pointing out that “I have given exactly the same loyalty to all four of the Labour leaders I 
have served”. 

 
Richard Burgon, “What is the state of our prisons 
today? Overcrowded. Understaffed. Awash with 
drugs. This must change – and under Labour it will. 
No longer will profit and privatisation drive policy. 

 

Andy Burnham’s simple message borrowing 
from the Northern Soul music scene. 
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Composite 11 – Child Refugees 

Several speakers gave powerful and moving speeches about the refugee crisis. Lord Alf Dubs called 
the Government’s response a disgrace and said we shouldn’t be contemplating spending £1.7 
Million on walls in Calais, but instead spending that on refugees. Stella Creasy stressed that the 
problem isn’t the refugees, the problem is politicians. Yvette Cooper pointed out that “You will hear 
the Government talk of the pull factor. What of the push factor? See the pictures from Aleppo. 
Bombs launched by the Syrian regime that rip through reinforced concrete, creating craters twenty 
metres wide. So there is no bunker, no cellar in which families can hide. No wonder they run.” 

 

  

Helena Dollimore, Walthamstow CLP proposes 
the Contemporary Motion on child refugees, 
“history will judge us by how we respond to this 
conflict”. 

Yvette Cooper, “Conference on suffering children, 
this country and this party must never turn our 
backs”. 

 

 

  

Ann Black reporting on the Women’s conference 
stresses the need for zero tolerance to all forms 
of abuse. 

The aftermath of Brexit. “Someone told me to go 
back home. I said I am home I’m in Wakefield.” 
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Leader’s Speech, Jeremy Corbyn 

I expect most people saw Jeremy’s speech, so I won’t say much except that I thought it was very 
good and was very well received. Kicking off with a joke at Virgin Trains’ expense went down well. I 
think he looked very confident, was fluent and, well, he looked like a leader.  

A couple of segments that appealed particularly to me 

As someone with a fondness for footballing metaphors, I was pleased to hear a reference to Bill 
Shankly’s socialism:  

“The socialism I believe in, is everybody working for the same goal and everybody having a 
share in the rewards. That’s how I see football, that’s how I see life.” 

And as a scientist I was pleased to hear: 

“Britain now spends less on research as a share of national income than France, Germany, 
the US and China. A Labour Government will bring research and development up to three 
percent of GDP.” 

 

 

 

Jeremy Corbyn, Leader of the Labour Party. 
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Reflexions on the Conference 
Before I set off to Liverpool the one thing Oxford Labour folk kept saying to me was “have fun”. I can 
report that I did have fun. I really enjoyed Conference and felt very honoured to have had the 
opportunity to be our delegate from Oxford East. So many thanks: to the Marston members who 
twisted my arm and proposed I stand, to those who selected me, to Ann Black for arming me with 
lots of advice7 and to all the brilliant people I met in Liverpool. 

One of the advantages of being a delegate is getting to see the Labour front bench a bit more close-
up, for example in the Policy Seminars. I think Jeremy Corbyn has a good team around him. I was 
particularly impressed with Emily Thornberry, Glenis Wilmott and Clive Lewis. From my experience 
on the doorstep I sense that people don’t want Labour to roll over and give the Tories a blank 
cheque on Brexit. My impression is that the Shadow Cabinet “get” Brexit and how damaging it could 
be. Hopefully their voices will be heard. 

I also like the fact that the Shadow Cabinet seems a lot more reflective of Britain as a whole. In the 
recent past I’ve often felt the Labour front bench seemed a bit remote from the people we seek to 
represent. It’s nice to hear a good mix of regional accents.  

Something which occurred to me on the way home from Liverpool was that for the entire duration 
of the Conference no one had asked me whether I’d voted for Jeremy Corbyn or Owen Smith. Labour 
folk are very friendly and chatty, so I ended up talking with many people I’ve never met before, party 
members and delegates: sitting next to them in meetings, queuing for refreshments, etc.  

Heading to Conference I had assumed that the whole “Corbyn, anti-Corbyn” thing would be the 
prism through which everything would be framed. Of course several speeches to Conference had 
little pro or anti phrases woven into them, but on the Conference floor I found lots of people who 
really just want a united party that can take on the Tories and win a General Election. In some 
respects Jeremy’s re-election already felt like ancient history and ordinary party members had 
already moved on and were happy to unite, regardless of who they’ve voted for.  

Meanwhile tuning into the news on the TV or radio felt like stepping into a parallel universe. All 
about splits and battles. If anything the world of social media is even worse; certainly incredibly 
polarised. I think most Labour Party members are fed up now of hearing about plotters and Trots 
and all the rest. We need to think about what is best for the party as a whole and there needs to be 
give-and-take on all sides. OK, rant over!  See you on the doorstep and “keep the faith”. 

 

 

 

  

                                                           
7
 All of which I heeded apart from Ann’s suggestion that a conference report should be about 4 pages. 

Whoops. 
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Appendix B: A stroll along the Mersey 
Waiting for Conference to start on Wednesday morning I took a stroll along the Mersey between the 
conference centre and the Royal Liver Building, where there are various memorials and celebrations 
of Liverpool culture. Two themes come across strongly: music and the achievements of ordinary 
people. I didn’t photograph everything, but I wasn’t ignoring statues of kings and queens. I just 
didn’t find any.  

 

 

 

In Honour of John Lennon. 

 

Statue commemorating migration from Liverpool 
to the New World. The accompanying plaque 

says about nine million people made the journey 
through this port. Yes NINE MILLION. 

 

Billy Fury. Rock and roll star and tug boat 
deckhand. 

The Liverpool Carters working horse monument. 
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Life goes on day after day … 

 

In memory of Captain F.J. Walker CB DSO and all 
those who fought in the Atlantic, 1939-45. 

 

 

 

 

“We hope nothing like it will ever happen again.” 

 

 

 

 



Page 25 of 25 
 

 

  

Memorial dedicated to the Merchant Navy. 

 

 

Liver Birds. 

 

 

 

The Beatles. “A working class hero is something to be”. 

 


