
Project newsletter 
Earlier this year, Network Rail commenced work to 

reconstruct Church Road Bridge as part of our scheme to 

electrify the Mainline.   

 

To electrify the railway we need to ensure that we have 

sufficient clearance levels for overhead line equipment 

(OLE) under existing bridges. This project will involve the 

reconstruction of the arch-section at the southern end of 

the bridge as  it does not provide enough headroom for  

OLE. We will also work to install improved, steel parapets, 

at 1.85m high for safety reasons. Work is expected to 

complete in spring 2016. 

In particular, the demolition work will begin on Christmas 

Eve at approximately 11pm and continue for 24 hours. 

During this period we will remove the span of the old bridge.  

Immediately after this, we will then start work to install the 

new bridge deck Christmas night, with continuous working 

until the early hours of December 27th.  

 

On 17 and 18 December, as well as between 21 – 28 

December, we will be bringing large machinery in and out of 

site using Church Road for access.  As such, we ask 

residents to refrain from parking along Church Road during 

this time. 

  

We sincerely apologise for any disruption caused and will 

do our best to complete this element of the works as quickly 

as possible.  We will work responsibly and ensure 

unnecessary noise is kept to a minimum.  

 

We understand that it isn’t ideal for our neighbours for 

disruptive works to take place over the Christmas period 

however, the bank holiday is the only time we can obtain 

unrestricted access to the railway and undertake this 

extensive and crucial part of the project safely. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas works 

Throughout the duration of the scheme, work will be 

undertaken during both the day time and night time as, for 

safety reasons, some elements can only be undertaken 

when trains are not running. 

 

The equipment we use means disturbance will be 

unavoidable and the work will create a high level of noise 

for our neighbours, particularly during the demolition phase 

and deck installation this Christmas period - the most 

crucial section of the project. 

 

There will be a hive of activity at the bridge between 24th – 

27th December 2015 (day and night), when no trains are 

scheduled to run. A high number of staff will be on site, a 

large amount of deliveries are expected and there will be 

demolition equipment in place. 

Get in touch  

Network Rail 24hr helpline – 03457 11 41 41 

Email – CRWales@networkrail.co.uk 

A Welsh language version of this letter is 

available upon request. 

Electrification 

South Wales Mainline Electrification  
Church Road Bridge Reconstruction – December 2015 

Electrification of the Mainline is a major part of our Railway 

Upgrade Plan. It will better connect the South Wales region, 

as well as improve links to major towns and cities, including 

London. It will mean faster, greener and more reliable 

journeys for thousands of passengers and a quieter 

environment for lineside neighbours. 

 

As well as our work to bridges, we will also undertake work 

to install the OLE that will power the trains.  This work is 

expected in Monmouthshire in 2016.   We aim to keep you 

up to date as plans progress.  Thank you for bearing with 

us as we build a better railway for a better Wales.  

 

Our principal contractors BAM Nuttall are on site 

The arch section of the bridge requires reconstruction The bridge will have new steel side walls, painted  green 


