
 

 

Mr Gavin Barwell MP 

Minister of State for Housing & Planning, & Minister for London 

Department for Communities & Local Government 

Fry Building 

2 Marsham Street 

London 

SW1P 4DF 

3rd August 2016 

Dear Mr Barwell MP, 

We would like to congratulate you on your recent appointment as the new Minister of State 

for Housing and Planning, and also on your appointment as the new Minister for London at 

the Department of Communities and Local Government.  

As Cabinet Members from across London who are responsible for ensuring local residents 

have genuinely affordable, good quality, and secure homes, we welcome the appointment of 

a London MP to these two key roles. We are sure you will know from your casework as a 

London MP that our great city faces a housing crisis.  

Despite the efforts of many London Boroughs to build new genuinely affordable homes, 

including new council housing, there is a desperate shortage of homes that local residents 

can afford to live in. There are also challenges from ever increasing private rents, and too 

many people face living in homes in poor condition on insecure tenancies. We hope that you 

will work with us and the Mayor of London to tackle these and many other issues.  

The most pressing issue that requires your attention is the impact the Housing and Planning 

Act will have on London. The Act will force many councils to sell up to a third of their already 

desperately over-subscribed housing stock; introduce the Tenant Tax on hard-pressed 

working families; and does nothing to make the dream of home-ownership a reality for most 

Londoners. The extension of the Right to Buy to housing association tenants and the new 

definition of what an ‘affordable home’ will cost in London, will further worsen the housing 

crisis. 

It appears to us that in order to act in the best interests of London in your role as Minister for 

our great city, you must use your position as Minister for Housing to urgently pause the 

implementation of the Housing and Planning Act. Much of the detail of this widely opposed 

legislation has yet to be released, meaning there is still time to rethink proposals and to 

remove elements that will undoubtedly hit London extremely hard. We would be happy to 

meet with you to discuss our concerns in more detail at a time of your convenience.  

We now have a Mayor of London in Sadiq Khan who is ready to tackle the housing crisis 

alongside local authorities. We now need the government to work with us so that London 

can remain a home for all Londoners.   

Yours sincerely, 

Cllr Diarmaid Ward, London Borough of Islington 



Cllr Martin Whelton, London Borough of Merton 

Cllr Alison Butler, London Borough of Croydon  

Cllr Patricia Callaghan, London Borough of Camden 

Cllr Farah Hussein, London Borough of Redbridge 

Cllr Glen Hearnden, London Borough of Harrow 

Cllr Ahmet Oykener, London Borough of Enfield 

Cllr Harbi Farah, London Borough of Brent  

Cllr Damian Egan, London Borough of Lewisham 

Cllr Katherine Dunne, London Borough of Hounslow 

Cllr Stephanie Cryan, London Borough of Southwark  

Cllr Khevyn Limbajee, London Borough of Waltham Forest  

Cllr Sirajul Islam, London Borough of Tower Hamlets  

Cllr Dominic Twomey, London Borough of Barking & Dagenham  

Cllr Matthew Bennett, London Borough of Lambeth 

Cllr Averil Lekau, London Borough of Greenwich 

Cllr Philip Glanville, London Borough of Hackney  

Cllr Ken Clark, London Borough of Newham  

Cllr Alan Strickland, London Borough of Haringey  

Cllr Jasbir Anand, London Borough of Ealing 

 

 

 

 


