
Mr Gavin Barwell MP 

Minister of State for Housing & Planning, & Minister for London 

Department for Communities & Local Government 

Fry Building 

2 Marsham Street 

London 

SW1P 4DF 

        23rd September 2016 

Dear Mr Barwell MP, 

We wrote to you on 3rd August 2016, when we highlighted that the most pressing issue that 
requires your attention is the impact that the Housing and Planning Act will have on London.  
 
As we have already stated, the Act will force many councils to sell up to a third of their 
already desperately over-subscribed housing stock; introduce the Tenant Tax on hard-
pressed working families; and does nothing to make the dream of home-ownership a reality 
for most Londoners. The extension of the Right to Buy to housing association tenants and 
the new definition of what an ‘affordable home’ will cost in London, will further worsen the 
housing crisis. It appears to us that in order to act in the best interests of London in your role 
as Minister for our great city, you must use your position as Minister for Housing to urgently 
pause the implementation of the Housing and Planning Act. 
 
As we have still not received a response from you, we thought it would be helpful for you to 
hear from some of the hard-pressed working families [1] who will have their lives ruined by 
the Tenant Tax: 
 

- Sinead –  
 
Sinead has lived with her husband in their council flat in Islington for 15 years. They have a 
19 year old daughter who suffers from mental health difficulties, and 2 sons aged 8 and 12.  
 
She started her career as an office administration apprentice aged 16. She has stayed with 
the same employer for 25 years and now earns £33.5k per year as a Project Officer. Her 
husband has worked as a labourer on building sites since he left school and now earns 
£22k. Based on their combined income, they will be forced to pay a tenant tax of £193.75 
per month.  
 
Sinead says “We’ve both worked hard to create a stable home for our children. Our daughter 
suffers from anxiety and social phobia, she finds it very difficult to cope with new things. If 
we’re forced to pay this new tax we might end up having to leave London. But I don’t know if 
our daughter would be able to cope with that, and our jobs are here. The other alternative is 
that I give up my job and try find a part time position instead.” This could bring the couple’s 
joint income down below the threshold for paying the tax. “But I don’t want to do that, 
“Sinead continues, “We’ve always worked hard and paid our rent. This new tax punishes 
people who want to work.”  
 

- John –  
 

John works as a railway engineer. His wife is an administrator. They have lived in their 
council flat since 1990. They are trying to help their 19 year old daughter who has just 
started University in Brighton, and their 22 year old daughter has just graduated and is back 
living with them whilst doing an unpaid internship in London an attempt to secure her first 
job. Based on their combined income, they will be liable for a tenant tax bill of £200 per 



month. John comments that “the Government are making it impossible for me to earn a 
living. My wife and I can’t afford this new tax but we also can’t afford to rent in the private 
sector in London. Contractually I can’t live more than 45 minutes commuting distance from 
my work. So if we’re forced to leave London I’ll lose my job.” 
 

- Elizabeth –  
 
Elizabeth has been a professional actor for 30 years. This year she has been lucky enough 
to secure regular work in a West End Production. But staying in the business involves a 
relentless search for temporary work. Her income can vary from anywhere between £8k and 
£30k per year, of which 12.5% goes to her agent. Combined with her husband’s income, 
under the current plans the couple will be over the threshold for paying the tenant tax in 
some years, but not in others. “It is very difficult to make a decent income from acting, and 
your good years have to see you through your bad years,” Elizabeth comments, “If the 
Government wants me to pay an additional tax based on my previous year’s income, I could 
end up having to pay it despite earning virtually nothing in the year that it’s actually got be 
paid. All of my contacts in the industry are in London, so if I was forced to leave I would find 
it very difficult to work.”  
 

- Mark –  
 

Mark has a contract with his employer that has a commitment to non-guaranteed overtime. 
He cannot anticipate how much he earns from this as it varies from year to year. He worries 
that some years it may mean he earns more than £40,000 triggering the Tenant Tax but 
some years his earnings are less than the threshold. He is really concerned as he is unable 
to turn down any overtime if his employer asks him to work extra hours as it is a key part of 
his employment contract. He is worried that his rent will be increased and not sure how this 
will be adjusted in the years when his income is below £40,000. 
 

- Emma –  
 

Emma has lived in her home for 24 years and would ‘struggle to survive’ if this goes ahead. 
She agrees tenants who earn high salaries could pay more but says: ‘The problem is, we 
live in Camden where housing is very expensive. The private flats across the road are worth 
over a million pounds.’ Emma has two sons aged 21 and 24: “Let’s say my sons decided to 
do an apprenticeship course or are in employment on a low income, it would have an impact 
on the overall household income. This may lead parents to asking their children - albeit 
young adults - to move out. This new policy would be putting people into a situation where 
you’re driving young adults out who are earning a small income. Then where would they 
live?” 
 

- Mr Singh –  
 

Mr Singh works as a professional cab driver and chauffeur across London while Mrs Singh 
works in retail in a local shop. They have lived in a council flat since 2003 and have a small 
and young family. Both work very long hours with Mr Singh now subject to a zero hour 
contract and payment by the job. Their combined income fluctuates considerably on an 
annual basis but in some years is above the threshold meaning they could see a significant 
increase in their monthly outgoings – a tenant tax of nearly £200. Private sector rents have 
soared and are hugely expensive for many people in east London so Mr and Mrs Singh feel 
they are in a desperate situation. Work is hard enough to come by as it is and they have no 
family or network of friends outside of London.  This tenant tax would have a serious impact 
upon a hard-working and aspirational family.  
 



We want to emphasise once again, that we need the Government to work with us so that 
London can remain a home for all Londoners. You owe this to all of the hard-working people 
who have shared their stories with us.   When can we meet with you to discuss our 
concerns?  
 
We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Cllr Diarmaid Ward, London Borough of Islington 
 
Cllr Martin Whelton, London Borough of Merton  
 
Cllr Alison Butler, London Borough of Croydon  
 
Cllr Patricia Callaghan, London Borough of Camden  
 
Cllr Farah Hussain, London Borough of Redbridge  
 
Cllr Harbi Farah, London Borough of Brent  
 
Cllr Katherine Dunne, London Borough of Hounslow  
 
Cllr Stephanie Cryan, London Borough of Southwark  
 
Cllr Khevyn Limbajee, London Borough of Waltham Forest  
 
Cllr Sirajul Islam, London Borough of Tower Hamlets  
 
Cllr Dominic Twomey, London Borough of Barking & Dagenham  
 
Cllr Matthew Bennett, London Borough of Lambeth  
 
Cllr Averil Lekau, London Borough of Greenwich  
 
Cllr Philip Glanville, London Borough of Hackney  
 
Cllr Damian Egan, London Borough of Lewisham 
 
Cllr Alan Strickland, London Borough of Haringey  

 
 [1] These are all real case studies, but names have been changed to respect privacy  
 
 


