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Welcome
to another edition of my eMagazine.

Parliament has just finished for the summer but my work doesn't stop there!
Over recess I am able to spend time getting around the constituency catching

up with local groups and organisations.

As always, do get in touch if you have any comments or suggestions.

Top 3 Lobby Correspondence of the Month
Every month I include the top 3 issues that constituents have contacted me about.

If you would like to see my responses, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Air Passenger Duty

West Africa Food Crisis

Fuel Duty

ian@ianmurraymp.co.uk

0131 662 4520OPEN Constituency Office
31 Minto Street
Edinburgh
EH9 2BT

www.ianmurraymp.co.uk

twitter.com/ianmurraymp

Several constituents have asked me to include more political stories.  This eMagazine is
deliberately NOT political but is an update on my role as a local Member of Parliament.
Please get in touch if you would like to discuss or debate any political issues.  I'm always

happy to provide information on any issue.

@
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SEND
Something  you want to discuss,
perhaps something to share or you
maybe a important question?  You can
Tweet me by including

 and

Gracemount High  @GracemountHigh
Newsletter available now at
http://tinyurl.com/crb6bdh. Thanks to Mr Whyte
for putting it all together and to all who
contributed. Enjoy!
Retweeted by Ian Murray

Ian Murray  @IanMurrayMP
Just joined the #BetterTogether campaign –
fighting to keep Scotland strong with a +ve
case for the UK. Join us:
http://www.bettertogether.net

EUSA VPSA  @eusavpsa
Just had a quick read of @IanMurrayMP's latest
E-magazine, great way for constituents to keep
up to date! http://tinyurl.com/c62oxqr
Retweeted by Ian Murray

TotalPoliticsEvents  @TPoliticsEvents
Thanks to @IanMurrayMP for telling us why
you love cycling. Sharing the good word!
#cyclesummit2012 http://flic.kr/p/c9fmyL
Retweeted by Ian Murray

25 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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The really wet weather has
caused flooding in many
part of Edinburgh South.

One of the worst
affected areas was Mid
Liberton where it has flooded
on a number of occasions
over the last few weeks.

The “Dunkirk” spirit by
all the neighbours has helped
the residents affected but it
is important that the Council
and Scottish Water learn the
lessons to try and prevent
properties from being flooded
again.

I met the residents on
site to discuss their concerns
and I will continue to press
the authorities to have these
issues resolved.
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It has now been confirmed that Miller
Development, who brought forward proposals
for a development at Winton Gardens, have
appealed to the
Scottish Government
following the
Council’s decision to
refuse planning
permission.

As stated
previously in these
pages, this was always
a likely outcome given
the Scottish
Government’s recent
decision to approve the
last application by a
developer to build on
our Greenbelt at
Burdiehouse here in South Edinburgh.   I made
strong representations to the Scottish Government
at the time that their decision to allow one
developer to build on our local Greenbelt would set
a dangerous precedent and I now fear this is the
case.

Thank you to residents and local groups who
have already made representations to the Council
with regards to this development.   Those

representations will be
sent to the Scottish
Ministers and will be
considered when
determining the appeal.

The appeal
submission can be
viewed on the
Directorate for Planning
and Environmental
Appeal (DPEA) website
at
www.dpea.scotland.gov.
uk.   Further information
on the appeals process
can be found on the

Scottish Government website at
www.home.scotland.gov.uk/home.

I will continue to keep constituents up to
date on the progress of the appeal and the final
decision on this application.

The Meadows was
also flooded, sadly leading the
Taste of Edinburgh Festival

organisers to cancel. Quite rightly, the
organisers decided that the health and safety
of all exhibitors and visitors was of paramount

importance.
 Unfortunately, this has left the park in a bit of

a sorry state (as you can see from the photos)
I'm also pictured here with Peng Lee Yap from

Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links.  I am
working with the Group to ensure that the Council
are fully aware of the concerns about the overuse

of the site and to discuss what can be done to
combat degredation of our fantastic local

amenity.
For further information on FoMBL,

visit www.fombl.org.uk
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What makes a good politician?
What should their background
be in?  I think that we need in
politics representatives with as
wide a selection of experience
as possible.

Indeed, I was delighted
to be contacted by a constituent
Dr David Boyd who has written
about the involvement of
Doctors in our politics.

"Straying From The Path:
Doctors Involved In Politics"
examines why Doctors who
have been elected decided to
change careers and also looks at
the political theories which they
have adopted.  Dr Boyd makes
the important point that there is

a lack of women doctors in
politics, and indeed all the
main political parties have
tried to increase the
representation of females.

Dr Boyd's book is
published by the Royal
Society of Medicine Press
Limited and can be purchased
from their website -
http://www.rsmpress.com/bo
oks/?title=Straying+from+th
e+Path.

If you would like any
further information, please
do email me and I can put you
in touch with Dr Boyd.

Last month, I had the
pleasure of meeting up with
local Scouts from Liberton
Kirk Halls as they were in
Parliament for the Speaker's
Annual Reception for the
Scout Association.

Many talked about their
concerns for the future, how

the skills they had learned in
Scouting might help them in
future life and how they
thought politicians could help
them to fulfil their potential.

It was great to see so
many Scouts who are so
passionate about their
communities and who want to

tackle such a broad range of
issues. Hopefully, events like
that one will be part of an
ongoing dialogue between
young people and their MPs

John Knox, Chris Noble,
Ryan Ferguson and Matt
Collier are pictured below with
myself in Westminster Hall.



Despite some pretty miserable weather, the Inch Summer Saturday was
a great success.
 The highlight for me was the Inch Samba Drummers  who brought the
samba sunshine out in everyone.
 Click the play button to watch a clip

Due to the ongoing complaints they
have received, the Environmental
Wardens at the local South Office
placed stencils on the pavements and
other areas highlighting this issue of
dog fouling to members of those
communities.

These stencils are sprayed with
a chalk based solution and are only
temporary. It is intended to run this
initiative throughout the rest of June
and July.

I hope members of the
community will support this trial
initiative to see if it makes a difference.

Thanks to John Rennie from the Greater Liberton
Heritage Project whom I met last week.

The group consists of 10 local amateur historians
and a genealogist.  It was established in 2002 to support
and encourage research and public interest in the unique
heritage and cultural identity of the area of Greater
Liberton.   They meet every week at Inch House.

They have a large archive of historical and
genealogical material with an extensive library of books,
maps, pictures and stories about the estates, historic
houses and lives of the people who have lived and
worked in the area.

It really is a fantastic resource. Their website link
is http://www.greaterlibertonheritageproject.co.uk
and email address is glhp@southedinburgh.net for further
information.

6
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Garden
Security

Edinburgh
Private
Tenants Action
Group
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www.ericliddell.org

twitter.com/theericliddell
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In keeping with the Olympic excitement, I
was delighted to attend the opening of the
new reception, ramp and Cafe Connect area
at the Eric Liddell Centre.

It was a well attended event that
emphasises the importance of the Centre to
the local community.   In this, the Olympic
year, it was a great pleasure to meet Patricia
Liddell Russell (pictured on the opposite
page) daughter of Eric Liddell, who performed
the official ceremony and said a few words.

The story of the opening was covered
by The Scotsman and can be read here
http://www.scotsman.com/edinburgh-
evening-news/edinburgh/my-daddy-the-
flying-scotsman-1-2362795.

See www. .org for more
details of the Centre.
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People Against Litter (PAL) is a group of people
founded in Edinburgh by constituent Francesca
Saunders.  The group is committed to trying to
reduce the level of litter across the city.

Francesca explained that they have a simple
aim: each ‘member’ of PAL picks up at least one
piece of litter per week and asks another person to
do the same. By word of mouth the numbers of
members will increase and in turn will lead to an
improved environment for us all. This can be done in
whatever part of the world you live in or are
visiting.

 I was delighted to become a PAL member
and I would encourage all readers to consider
joining.  It's a great way to do something small for
our community and it's entirely cost free.  You can
join via the website
by clicking on the Join Us section and filling in the
form which only asks for a name, email address and
how one heard about PAL.   Alternatively, you can
contact Francesca on  for further
information.

Many thanks to Francesca for her efforts.

I recently met with the new Head
Teacher of Liberton High School.   Mr
Kelly has been in post since the
beginning of the year.

He needs very large shoes to
replace Mr McDonald who has gone to
become Head Teacher of James Gillespie’s.

We talked about the school, his
vision for what he wants to achieve and
the future of education in Scotland.  It was
an excellent discussion and I’m confident
that the significant progress that Liberton
has achieved over the last few years will
continue for the benefit of all the pupils,
parents and staff.  He also emphasised the
work that the Parent Council do and their
considerable successes in fundraising.

Unfortunately, I missed their annual
show this year due to Parliamentary
commitments.   It sounded as though
Hairspray was better than the
professionals.   Well done to all involved
and good luck to Mr Kelly and all at
Liberton High.

CONSTITUENCY



I'm always delighted to
promote successful
businesses here in Edinburgh
South.  One such company is
Vegware, a green SME and
local  success story based in
Polwarth. They also have a
logistics  hub in Watford to
supply quickly into the South
East market, and also a US
franchise and distribution in
Ireland, Benelux, Central
Europe, Spain and now South
Africa.
 Vegware have built up
their business from 2 employees
in 2008 to the current level of
16+, with turnover increasing
tenfold since 2008-9.  They are
the market leaders in eco-
friendly food packaging,
providing the UK's only
completely compostable

foodservice packaging firm.  All
of their catering disposables are
certified compostable, suitable
for organic recycling together
with food waste.

I met with Lucy Frankel,
Communications Manager in
Westminster to chat about this
fantastic company.  For a
business, they wil calculate the
environmental benefits of
switching to their eco packaging
rather than conventional plastic
packaging.  For example, in
2011, all our UK customers
saved  260 tonnes of carbon.
She explained their  latest
project, the Food Waste Project,
a   new free service to
matchmake any UK business
with its local food waste
recycling service. This involves
mapping all organics  recycling

services.  It sounds like a hugely
impressive programme.

They already have
several awards to their name -
"Best New Product" at the
Climate Year Awards, "Vision in
Business" award for
Environment of Scotland (VIBES)
and were recently named Green
Company of the Year at the
inaugural Edinburgh Chamber of
Commerce Awards.

What is also incredibiliy
important and goes right to the
heart of what business should
be about, is the Vegware
Community Fund which helps
non-profit organisations here in
Edinburgh.  They deserve
congratulations for their efforts.

A South Edinburgh Green
Business Success Story

10
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Today, I spent most of my time stuffing

and labelling envelopes for the

Gracemount letter about a programme of

events to tackle anti-social behaviour –

an issue about which Ian has had a lot

of contact, and started to log the names

and addresses of constituents who had

signed a petition about the lack of P1

places at St. Catherine’s RC Primary - an

urgent problem for children starting

school in August.

I went to a meeting at the South local

office, where local problems were

discussed such as anti-social

neighbours and a lack of affordable

housing. Also, I sent out a letter to

I was introduced to the office and the

people who work there and started on

some things to do. I began to draft a

letter about a community scheme in the

Gracemount area, and emailed out a

press release about Ian’s support for there

to be a strong new financial regulator.

  Along
with my staff, I am hugely grateful for her assistance and
hope it was a worthwhile experience.  Sophie has kindly
written about what she did.
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 head-teachers of constituency primary

schools about this year’s competition to

design Ian’s official Christmas card.

This is the largest constituency

competition in the UK, in which over

2000 children participate.

Friday is, along with Monday, a day when

Ian holds his regular surgeries so it was a

bit busier in the office than normal. This

was a chance to see what concerns people in

the constituency wanted to raise directly

with Ian.

Today I wrote a letter to local places of

worship about the Treasury’s climb-down

over charging VAT on alterations to

listed buildings of worship.  I also logged

a petition that was sent to Ian about the

dual problem of fare hikes and cuts to

services on Lothian Buses – including to

the popular 23 and 27 lines.
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his month has also seen the
Government perform U-turn after U-
turn on the budget.   The latest was
their U-turn on the decision to increase
fuel duty by 3p, following a great deal

of public pressure.  This follows U-turns on the
“pasty tax”, the “charity tax”, the “caravan tax”
and the “skip tax” – all because they hadn’t
thought their unfair tax rises through properly.

I am pleased the Chancellor has reversed
these decisions, as it will allow the hard-working
constituents of Edinburgh South to make
considerable savings on the cost of living at a
time when people are being squeezed by higher
food prices and the rising cost of gas and
electricity, alongside frozen wages.

This most recent reversal on fuel duty is
the 36th policy U-turn made by the coalition and
joins a growing list of revised measures.
Although the Government has u-turned on so
many issues following public pressure, I, and I’m
sure many of my hard working constituents, am
extremely disappointed to see that the

WESTMINSTER
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Chancellor still hasn’t
reversed his decision to lower the
50p tax band and give a £40,000 tax
cut to millionaires or reverse the
‘granny tax’. In the months ahead my
party and I will keep urging the
Chancellor to see sense and reverse
these decisions in the Autumn
Statement.

Another major issue that has
been debated in the House of
Commons this month is the proposed
reform of the House of Lords.   I am
fully supportive of the creation of a
fully-elected House of Lords and
believe the current system -
whereby over 800 members are
unelected and unaccountable - is not
sustainable.

The Government has
introduced a Bill for House of Lords
reform, which MPs began debating in
early July.   While I believe it is
important for this Bill to progress, I
have some concerns about its
content, with a number of key
questions remaining unanswered.
These include the exact powers of
the reformed Lords, its relationship
with the House of Commons and

which electoral system would be
used.  These are important issues
which could not possibly be properly
debated in the limited timecscale the
Coalition was trying to impose.

I hope that improvements can
be made to the Bill as it passes
through Parliament and that the
Government also allows any final
proposals to be put to the public in a
referendum, given the significance
of the changes being proposed.

Parliament has also been
rocked this month by yet more
scandals in the financial services
sector.   The mis-selling of interest
rate swap deals to small businesses
was exposed and then the
manipulation of the bank lending
LIBOR rate by Barclays.   The
Government have setup a
Parliamentary inquiry led by the
Chair of the Treasury Select
Committee and, although we will
participate fully in this inquiry, the
Opposition thought a judge led
inquiry very much like the Leveson
inquiry into the press would have
been more appropriate given the
severity of the issue.

Separate Scotland
and the Bank of England

At the monthly questions to the
Secretary of State for Scotland, I

raised the concerns about the SNP
Government'sobfuscation over the role

of the Bank of England should
Scotland dec ide to breakaway from

the rest of the UK.  Click the play
button to watch the clip:
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You may be aware that last month was Carers
Week (18-24 June).  Carers Week highlights the
vital contribution made by carers to their
families and communities in providing unpaid
care for someone who is ill, frail or disabled.

This year, the theme for the week was ‘In
Sickness and in Health". It called for greater
support for unpaid carers to help them continue in
their caring role without facing ill health, stress or
financial worry.

I wanted to highlight Carers Week to show my
respect and appreciation for our carers.  I want to
let them know that there are services out there to
help them. It’s important that carers know that they
don’t have to struggle on alone.

I understand that caring can demand a lot of
carers' time and attention, which in some cases can
put pressure on other areas in their life such as
financial responsibilities and relationships.  These
problems can prove to be exhausting and mentally
gruelling and can really take their toll on your
health and wellbeing.  I hope that Carers Week can
again help to achieve change, and make a real
difference to the lives of carers in this country.

Carers Week is organised by a partnership of
eight national charities: Age UK, Carers Trust,
Carers UK, Independent Age, Macmillan Cancer
Support, Marie Curie Cancer Care, MS Society and
Parkinson’s UK.

For more information visit
www.carersweek.org or get in touch with my office
if you are a carer and there is any assistance we
can provide.

I had the privilege of visiting the
studios of ITV in Manchester earlier
this month.
 As part of the scheme I participate
in with the Industry and Parliament Trust
(IPT), I met with various Executives and
Producers from the Channel to discuss
their move to a new site in Salford called
MediaCityUK.  Alongside the BBC, the
site is fantastic.  This will be a hugely
important area for the UK's media and
creative industries.  The creative
industries contributes over £6bn to the
UK economy and the IPT fellowship is
designed to give Parliamentarians an
insight in to the industry so that they
better undertand how it operates.
 However, the highlight of my visit
was undoubtedly my walk down the
cobbles of .  Sadly, due
to the late nights in Parliament I don't
get to watch as many episodes as I
would like to.  I'm pictured here with
Executive Producer Kieran Roberts who
kindly gave me a tour of the studios.

WESTMINSTER
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June also saw Motor Neurone Disease (MND)
Awareness Month.  As part of this, I was delighted to
sign up to the  MND Association's Charter.

I have seen the difference good services make to
the lives of people with MND and believe everyone with
this devastating disease should be supported to
maximise their quality of life and, when the time comes,
to dies with dignity.
 Sadly, MND kills five people everyday, with half of
people dying with 14 months of diagnosis.  This terminal
disease can affect any adult at any age.  There is no
known cure.
 The MND Charter, which has already received
endorsements from the Royal College of General
Practitioners (RCGP) aims to ensure people with MND and
their carers have access to timely and appropriate
information, care and services that allow them to
maximise their quality of life and ensure they are treated
with dignity.
 The five-point charter sets out what good care
looks like for people with MND and their carers and is
designed to raise awareness and understanding of this
devastating disease.
 For further information, visit
www.mndassociation.org or view the MND Charter here.

Syria

Gangmasters
Licensing Authority
I asked the Minister

about concerns regarding
the dairy industry.  Click the

play button:

Syria
I asked Foreign

Secretary Hague about
the problem many Syrian
students in the UK have
been experiencing with

their Visas. Click the
play button:

Falklands
Last month, the Govenment
made a statement on the

situation in the Falklands.  I was
able to ask a question about trade

which is under threat due to
pressure from Argentina.

Click the play button:

I recently met with energy supplier
Scottish Hydro who want to make
constituents aware of how they can help
you manage your gas and electricity costs.

Ahead of this winter they are
offering free loft and cavity wall
insulation, worth around £1,000, to all
households.  You do not need to be a
Scottish Hydro customer to qualify for this
offer.  If you would like to discuss the
insulation available for your home call
0800 072 7201 or email
insulationenquiries@sse.com
 If possible you should apply now to
get insulation installed ahead of the
winter.  Click the above image for further
details.  This offer will run until September
2012 and measures must be installed by
December 2012.



17

s part of my Shadow
Ministerial portfolio I
have responsibility for

the Enterprise and Regulatory
Reform Bill that was announced
in the Queen’s speech as the
Government growth Bill.

As the Bill is so large my
colleagues Iain Wright MP and Chi
Onuwara MP have assisted in the
Committee stage of the Bill.  All of
June and July have been taken up
by the Bill and you can get all the
information on
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/
2012-
13/enterpriseandregulatoryrefor
m.html ,

The ERR Bill is in 6 sections
that include provisions for the
implementation of a Green
Investment Bank, changes to
employment rights and the
Tribunal system, the abolition of
the Office of Fair Trading and the
Competition Commission into the
new Competition and Markets
Authority, changes to the
Copyright regime and the
implementation of the Hargreaves
Review, changes to the Primary
Authority Scheme and, finally,
provisions for executive pay.

The Committee stage of
any legislation occurs after the

I had the opportunity to ask the
Business Minister to clarify what the
Government’s current strategy is for

promoting economic growth.   The
question can be found below in full.

Unfortunately, I was disappointed
with the response.  Click the play

button to watch the question
and answer:

WESTMINSTER
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first and second reading in
the House.   The first
reading took place in May
and is merely the
introduction of the
legislation into the
Commons.   The second
reading is a general debate
on the Bill.   Then comes
the Committee stage
when 23 Members go
through the Bill clause by
clause , line by line.  There
are 13 members of the
Government and 10
Opposition members.
Labour members proposed
many amendments to
strengthen and change
the Bill, e.g. we proposed
that the Green Investment
Bank should be able to
borrow immediately, that
workers rights should not
be diluted, that stricter
regulations should be put
in place to control
Executive Pay and that the
Government need to
consult fully with the

industry on copyright
changes, to name but a
few.    I am delighted to
have played a part in the
campaign to have the
Green Investment bank
based in Edinburgh and I
hope this will lead to the
creation of new job
opportunities in the city.

The Committee
concluded after nearly 50
hours of debate without
the Government accepting
any of our amendments.
You can see the start of a
debate by clicking on the
on the play button below:

All the Hansard
reports of the Bill to date
can be seen here
http://services.parliament.
uk/bills/2012-
13/enterpriseandregulator
yreform/stages.html

At the end of a Bill Committee, it is
customary to thank the Minister in a
very lighthearted manner.
 As Norman Lamb was formerly
an employment lawyer and wrote a
book on it, we felt it appropriate to
present him with a signed copy of his
publication....or was it?
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sports,  disciplines

 venues

million tickets

 technical officials

National Olympic Committees

in the UK have signed up to
receive Games-related emails

 follow London
2012 on social media sites.  London 2012
Youtube videos have been seen 4 millions times

have won more than £7.5 billion worth of
contracts

 are
involved in the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies

 will be working
on the Games at Games time



20

he whole of the UK
has played its part
in making these

Olympic Games a reality.
When the curtain goes up
on the opening ceremony
this week, we can all
share in the
achievements of one of
the greatest shows on
earth.

It's hard to ignore
the problems with
Olympic security which
have been hitting the
headlines over the past
few weeks.  This is clearly
problems and in time we
have to understand how
this problem arose.
However, with such a

short time to go until the
games, it is imperative
that action is taken to
ensure that the full and
necessary quota of
security personnel are in
place so that the Games
will be safe and secure.  I
hope these problems
don't drown out the
cheers and excitement.

We can look
forward to 60 days of
world class sport, as the
eyes of four billion people
will turn to the Olympic
Stadium for the greatest
sporting competition.

I know that many
Edinburgh South
constituents applied for

tickets.  However, even
without a ticket, there are
a number of ways for
people to become part of
the Games closer to
home, including:
Live sites - half a million
people will watch the
action live at 28 live sites
every day of the Games,
with 47 big screens
covering every region
Community events -
8,000 Local Leaders are
organising thousands of
events running up to and
during the Games,
including Opening Night
In, Super Saturday and
the last night of the
Games.

Schools - across the UK,
more than 2 million young
people are getting
involved in the Games
through the 'Get Set'
education programme and
8,000 schools have
signed up to the School
Games.

London 2012 is a
big moment for Britain,
and it is important that
you have the opportunity
to feel fully involved in
the occasion.  Let's hope
it's a summer to
remember.



1021OLYMPIC TORCHBEARER - KEN LOGAN



OLYMPIC
TORCHBEARER

We are delighted to have
the Braids Rotary stalwart
write about his once-in-a-
lifetime experience when
he ran with the Olympic
Torch last month...

22
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o Sleep: perchance to dream:
………………………...The alarm went – it was
05.00 – I have since learned that some of
the Torchbearers got up at 03.00.

Breakfast, then my good wife
drove me to the Brunton Hall Musselburgh. It was
a glorious day. It was to continue to be an abso-
lutely fabulous day.

In the Brunton Hall I gave the person in
charge my passport and a letter with my address
and was given a number - 036 - the excitement
was just starting to rumble. We sat around the
small hall - it was the start of a great piece of
bonding; we were soon all mixing, finding out
where each member came from, why they had
been chosen, and what spot they would run.

What did I find out! Well, we had 3 Russians
2 who spoke very good English and one who need-
ed a translator. We had three Americans. We had
one Torchbearer from London and one from Man-
chester. Ten from various parts of the East of
Scotland. Another Ken, Ken Reid from North Ber-
wick is blind and I can only say that I was privileged
to be amongst this group.

We were one of 38,000 applicants who had
been nominated by the public - a very humbling
experience. 2,012 of us were successful and on
our shuttle bus were 17 others who had a moment
to shine.

We are off in the shuttle bus which pre-
cedes the entourage.

So we got more than a moment to shine.
Where are we going – up Milton Road – this is not
the route – then our Polish driver takes a right turn
down onto Seafield where we drive along to Joppa
and stop surrounded by police. There is a band and
people waving at us – the excitement grows – we
move forward.

Our first drop off is Kirsten Torrance. We
wish her well. We waved as we were moving, then
Joe got off, waving more, then another, waving
more and another – I just stopped waving with my
right arm – this is the one which I would be holding
the torch aach! I waved at the police and got a
wave back – it was infectious. We stopped just
across the bridge in Musselburgh and then con-
voyed the flame in the Davie Lamp to Dalkeith.
Huge crowds and the arm is getting sore - try the
left arm. Back to convoy and into Lasswade. I am
then called, I was given my torch, I hold the torch
and continue waving down through Lasswade,
even the cooks are out at the Laird & Dog. We stop
in the middle of Lasswade Road opposite the en-

trance to the Kings Acre Golf Club. Just get me to
Loanhead. I am there, and there are my friends,
colleagues and my eldest son. I am dropped off the
bus. Then I am surrounded by et al wanting to hold
the torch, get a photo, etc. I am going further up
into the stratosphere. The circus arrives and I give
a five to the members on the three buses. The
policeman is so kind and understanding – he is
there to protect me – I get a photo with him.  Some
more police outriders arrive and the policeman
guides me into the centre of the road. There are
cars and buses arriving and four  - I think – people
surround me and then turns on the gas.  My torch
is burning and I am guided to run up the hill. The
rest is very blurred and I wave and talk to the
police around me.  300m is not far and it was all
over. I met Erika our torches ‘Kissed’ ( I also got a
kiss from Erika and wished that she enjoy her leg)
– the sweep up bus stopped while I met my wife
and let my 97 year old blind mother-in-law feel the
torch. We were back in the bus and on the caval-
cade went. Our moment had not finished as we
watched and welcomed back on board the Torch-
bearers. After Bilston we turned right and headed
back to Musselburgh.

After visiting numerous schools, offices, the
Eric Liddell Centre, old people/children in my road,
youth organisations in our Church - they all
absolutely love - no not me - the Torch. I got home
at 20.30.

The following day, Friday, I was up at 06.30
to go to the gym. When I put on my uniform, the
questions flowed. Yes; I had to bring in the Torch
and let et al take photographs. To escape I had to
be at Balgreen for 09.30. A further 6 talks at
schools proceeded, and my vocal chords required a
rest.

The man who started off this whole dream,
Mr Ian Murray MP arrived at my home and took me
into town for a photo shoot at the Olympic Rings
on The Mound. Within a short space of time we
were surrounded by people wanting a photo. Was
I really a Torchbearer? Was this a real torch? So
more schools next week, homes for the elderly and
the celebrity status continues as I await another
call. Yes it all happened and thanks to Ian Murray
MP and Braids Rotary who put forward my
nomination. Yes, the Scotsman headline on
Saturday really did say Sir Ken!!!! The Dream
continues.

I CAN ONLY SAY THAT I AM STILL BETWEEN THE
iCLOUD AND HEAVEN
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1925LOCAL EVENTS

Saturday 25th August, 10am - 2pm.
Old Braid Church Hall and gardens.

Free entry.  There are a number of ways
to support the event beside attending.
You can bring to the Open Door office a
tombola or raffle prize.  Or you can bake
a cake and bring it to the Open Door on
Thursday 23rd or Frinday 24th.

Further details, contact Open Door on
0131 447 9757 or email
theopendoor@morningside.org.uk

Saturday 25th August 2012, 2-5pm.
Entry via two gates on Midmar Drive in
EH10 6BU

An invitation to visit this allotment site;
relax in Midmar Cafe and enjoy delicious
home baking and refreshments whilst
taking in the beautiful views of
Edinburgh.  Fresh allotment produce,
james and preserves available.

http://e-voice.org.uk/edinburgh-midmar-
allotments/

10 July to 4 September 2012
Erice Liddell Centre, Morningside Road,
Edinburgh

This exhibition is an illustrated
timeline of Eric Liddell's life from his
birth in Tianjin, China to his sporting
success at the 1924 Paris Olympics
and his eventual return to Tianjin
where he lived out the rest of his life.

www.ericliddell.org

Application info is available at
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/getupandgo.
Closiong date is 14 September.

The awards will recognise individuals and
business in Edinburgh who successfully
promote the principles of Get Up & Go:
Raising the profile, ensuring inclusion,
creating opportunities, challenging the
stereotypes, encouraging participation
and intergenerational activities for older
people in Edinburgh

Saturday 22nd September 2012,
7.30pm
Greenbank Parish Church

Tickets £8 or concession £5.  Onsale
in August from the Open Door.

Come and joine us to celebrate 30
years of the Open Door supporting the
South Edinburgh community.

If you have
any suggestions
for local events

which may be of
interest, please drop
me an email with the

details and I'll be
happy to post it

on this page.



Every  and  at
At 31 Minto Street

Just drop in - no appointment necessary

 - Gracemount Leisure Centre
 - Liberton High School

 - Constituency Office, 31 Minto Street
 - The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road




