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Welcome
Welcome to a later than planned edition of my
eMagazine which keeps you up-to-date on my work as MP for Edinburgh South
As always, if you have any comments, suggestions or feedback then please do
not hesitate to get in touch.

OPEN

@

Constituency Office
31 Minto Street
Edinburgh
EH9 2BT

0131 662 4520

ian@ianmurraymp.co.uk

www.ianmurraymp.co.uk

twitter.com/ianmurraymp

Several constituents have asked me to include more political stories. This eMagazine is
deliberately NOT political but is an update on my role as a local Member of Parliament.
Please get in touch if you would like to discuss or debate any political issues. I'm always
happy to provide information on any issue.

Top 3 Lobby Correspondence of the Month
Every month I include the top 3 issues that constituents have contacted me about.
If you would like to see my responses, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Civil Liberties and Internet Surveillance
Reform of the House of Lords
Primary School Places
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

I was delighted to have been nominated
by fellow MPs for
"MP of the Month".
It was a privilege to receive an
honourable mention and I'm pleased that
it has highlighted the issues around
employment rights.

If you have
any issues or
concerns that you
would like to discuss
with me, please do
get in touch by the
contact details
over the page.

CONSTITUENCY

On Saturday 28 April I
was pleased to be able
to join thousands of
cyclists at the Meadows
and cycle to the Scottish
Parliament in Edinburgh
to show my support for
politicians of all parties
who are doing all they
can to make Scotland a
cycle-friendly nation.
I was delighted to
see that Mark Beaumont,
the famous round the
world cyclist and
adventurer, was taking
part. He rode the route
with a handmade banner
calling for a cycle-friendly
Scotland.
As far as the eye
could see, thousands of
cyclists filled the whole
of both George IV Bridge
and the High Street.
“Pedal on
Parliament” have created
an eight point manifesto
(which can be found here
http://new.ctc.org.uk/new
s/2012-05-04/pedal-onparliament) to remind the
Scottish Government of
its commitment to making
sure that 10% of journeys
are by bike by 2020,
something we should all
be encouraging and
making our own
contribution to.
Congratulations to
the organisers and
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Local writer and historian Olly Watt has just
published his first novel — “The Democrat” which tells the story of Thomas Muir's fight for
democracy.
After discovering that his innocent clients
are being convicted as state policy, Muir strives to
represent them politically but, by revealing the
establishment to be corrupt, he jeopardises his
own freedoms; and with his soul mate — an
exiled client — he's forced into a perilous ocean
odyssey pursued by the British Government, its
navy and its allies.
The book is in the top twenty of the 170 in
its category on Barnes and Noble and has gained
some good reviews on Amazon. Check it out!
Information on the book can be found
at www.thedemocrat.org.uk.

Thanks to constituent
Ms Liz Blackadder for getting in
touch. She has highlighted the major
issues around M.E. Sufferers and has
pointed me in the direction of a useful
website you may be interested in visiting - the
EdMesh website. The organisation arranged a
screening of
compelling
and intensely moving film which unveils the reality
of people with M.E and their carers. Sadly I was
unable to get this edition of the eMag out before
the screening, however I wanted to highlight it.
ME needs more research, more understanding
and a more positive approach. I hope that
events like this one are able to
higlight the seriousness of
this illness.
As readers may recall, Ken Logan from Edinburgh
South's local Braids Rotary Club was selected to
carry the Olympic Torch on part of its journey
across the UK.
It has now been confirmed that he will be
carrying the Torch through Loanhead. You can
view the route map here www.london2012.com/torch-relay/route.
I'm delighted to announce that Ken will
write a piece for this eMagazine next month
giving us an insight into this once-in-a-lifetime
experience.

CONSTITUENCY
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I had the pleasure of spending
the afternoon at Cranley
Nursery in Buckstone with
owners Anna and Mark
Maclean. The event was
organised by Chris Sullivan, CEO
for Corporate Banking at RBS, to

highlight how they are supporting
local businesses and how they
are changing RBS to be more
responsive to their SME
customers.
It was great to see the
work that the nursery does, and
the staff were superb in
negotiating our large tour with
dozens of children. South
Edinburgh is full of successful
small businesses and I’m keen to
champion the good news stories
of these businesses.

We also had the pleasure
of formally opening the nursery’s
allotment at their Craiglockhart
campus. The children have
designed the allotment and have
turned their hand to growing
vegetables and fruit.
Thank you to Mark, Anna
and all the staff for such a warm
welcome and congratulations on
the success of the nursery in
winning the Nursery World
Awards 2001 as UK Nursery
Chain of the Year. Well deserved.

Young people in Scotland will
have the opportunity to bring
their social action ideas to life,
as vInspired cashpoint comes to
Scotland for the very first time.
Opening on April 2,
vInspired cashpoint will offer
grants of up to £500 to give 14 –
25 year olds the chance to
change their community for the
better. Due to the popularity of
the programme, which has been
running in England for five years,
it has been extended into
Scotland, allowing social
entrepreneurs from across the
country to make their mark on the
issues they care about.
Over the past five years, in
excess of 800 grants have been
awarded. Grants have been given

to young people, who have used
their creativity and passions to
develop projects including standup comedy sessions to help
young people build their
confidence, cycling lessons to
give young women from
Bangladeshi communities
independence, and a community
‘earth ship’ to educate local
people about eco-friendly living.
But the grants won’t just benefit
the community.
Through applying for and
running their projects young
people will learn vital skills and
confidence, which will help them
in their future careers, and
perhaps even inspire them to set
up their own full-scale social
enterprises. Grant recipients will

also be able to work towards their
vInspired Awards, which officially
record hours of volunteering and
social action to be added to CVs
or job applications. All of which
will help young people build
experience, develop relationships
and stand out in an increasingly
competitive world.
To find out more visit:
www.vInspired.com/cashpoint
Applications will be
accepted from April 2, 2012 until
August 2013. Grants will be
awarded for not-for-profit
projects that show a clear
positive benefit to a community,
group or the planet.
I would encourage young
people in South Edinburgh to
apply.
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As you will be aware, earlier this month the
elections to elect our local councillors took
place. It was a hectic campaign and I was out
on the doors speaking to residents across
Edinburgh South (I'm pictured below with
Cllrs Norma Austin Hart and Bill Cook)
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank those Councillors who have either retired
or were unsuccessful in their re-election.

Their commitment to public service and our local
communities is in no doubt. I would also like to
welcome those Councillors who were newly
elected. I look forward to working with all of
them in the interests of everyone across
Edinburgh South.
To find out who your local Councillor is,
please click on the link below.

Edinburgh City Council is now governed by a partnership between Labour and the SNP, as the
election resulted in no overall control for one party.
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The reality of parents unable to feed their
children is one of the starkest examples of the
squeeze on living standards faced by many
British families. Britain is
the seventh richest nation
in the world yet we face a
growing epidemic of hidden
hunger,
particularly
in
children.
In a recent survey of
shoppers, Asda found that
one in four mums put
something back at the
supermarket checkout as
they try to balance higher
food prices and falling
wages. This situation is likely
to get worse when the tax
credit cuts to families
working part-time come into
force in April; 200,000
families risk losing £74 a
week
under
the
government’s plans.
The cost of living crisis has
led to a massive growth in families forced to turn
to foodbanks for help.
Last year, 60,000 people relied on food
handouts from the foodbank charity the Trussell
Trust, including 20,000 children, and one new
foodbank opened every week. This year, they
predict they will feed 130,000 people. Another
leading food charity, FareShare, feeds over
35,000 people a day through working with the
food industry to redistribute unsold or surplus
food.
The situation is getting worse and
demand is going up. Foodbank users are no
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longer the homeless, or people with drug and
alcohol problems. The biggest demand is now
coming from families facing benefits delays,
struggling with debt and
unemployment.
One part of the
solution is to cut food
waste. Food waste costs
families on average £50 a
month through uneaten
food which is past its sell-by
date. We also need to put
the
spotlight
on
supermarkets and large
manufacturers to reduce
waste and show how they
can increase the amount of
surplus
food
they
redistribute to charities.
According to waste experts
WRAP, food manufacturing
creates three million tonnes
of food waste a year,
although we don't know
how much of it is fit for
human consumption.
Scottish Labour is working nationally with
FareShare to encourage the supermarkets and
food manufacturers to make more of this food
available to people. Volunteers are always
welcomed to help out at the FareShare Edinburgh
& Lothians foodbank, as is buying a little extra to
donate. I'm hoping to visit staff and volunteers
there soon. People in South Edinburgh have a
proud tradition of reaching out and helping our
neighbours in times of need. Foodbanks are a
good example of that tradition in action.

© Copyright M J Richardson
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You may recall that I was delighted to report
in these pages back in October that the
proposed telecomms mast at Canaan Lane has
been rejected by the Council's Planning
Committee following huge pressure from local
residents.
The developers appealed this decision to
the Scottish Government Planning Reporter,
who has been considering the proposals for a
number of months now.
I was disappointed to learn earlier this
month that the Scottish Government Reporter
has decided to approve it. This is despite many
residents expressing their concerns that the
mast and accompanying furniture will limit space

on the pavement. I am particularly concerned
about the impact this will have on people at the
nearby Royal Blind School, Astley Ainslie and St
Peter's Primary.
Sadly, the only further appeal avenue to
explore is via the Court of Session which would
result in high costs. I am extremely grateful to
those residents who worked tirelessly to pull
together the opposition to this application,
especially given the tight timescale.
Local residents worked very hard on the
successful campaign to have this proposal
rejected by the Council only to see the
developer appeal the decision to the Scottish
Government.

occupational diseases. Official figures say there
were 171 deaths at work last year. But this is only
the figure for workers killed in workplace incidents.
If you add the 7,000 to 8,000 deaths from
circulatory problems and heart disease which some
experts estimate to be work-related, then the figure
for work-related deaths in the UK is over 20,000 per
year and many experts believe this is an underIt was a huge privilege to attend the International estimate.
A safe place to work should be a right and not
Workers Memorial Day event organised by the
a
privilege,
yet millions of workers are killed and
Edinburgh Trades Union Congress last month.
maimed every year. We remember those across the
This was an opportunity to remember those
world who have lost their lives at work.
who have been killed or injured in workplace
accidents and those who have died from

CONSTITUENCY

I thoroughly enjoyed my visit last month to
Falcon Bowling and Tennis Club's Open Day.
The Club is set within a wonderful setting.
The membership are fantastic and they provided
a very warm welcome, a real family feel.
Sports clubs are a fantastic way of
helping people keep active and are marvellous at
binding local communities closer together. I
wish the club all the best for the future and hope
that this will be just one of many future
successful open days
My one disappointment is that I didn’t win
the raffle or treasure hunt but I did get a bag of
sweets from the Lucky Dip!
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I'm backing a campaign to
establish the first ever global
arms treaty organised by
Oxfam’s for a strong and robust
Arms Trade Treaty.
I am joining the thousands
of people worldwide calling for an
end to the unregulated trade of
guns, bombs and bullets.
I believe that it is vital that
a robust and effective global Arms
Trade Treaty is negotiated this
year with comprehensive scope
and robust parameters. A strong
treaty is vital to tighten the net to
eliminate irresponsible trade, and
ensure that legitimate trade
everywhere is properly regulated.

Across the world it is
estimated that 2000 people die
every single day from armed
violence with 26 million people
currently displaced within their
own countries as a result of
armed conflict.
I urge other Scots to sign
our online campaign to make sure
the UK Government recognises
the strength of feeling on this
issue in Scotland – and acts upon
it.
To join the campaign, go to
www.controlarms.org or click on
the play button to the right to
watch the campaign video.
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he
last
month
in
Westminster also saw
the Queen’s Speech,
whereby the Queen
announces
her
Government’s intentions for the
next parliamentary session to both
Houses of Parliament. The speech
isn’t actually written by the Queen,
but is normally written by a
member of the Prime Minister’s
staff.
I was pleased to see a
number of good bills proposed by
the Government, but I am
concerned that there was no bill
committing the Government to

giving 0.7% of GDP in aid — a
commitment which was started by
the previous Government — or a
bill that would create a statutory
register of lobbyists.
I have included a short
summary below of the bills that
will apply to Scotland. If you would
like any further information on any
specific bill/s please do not
hesitate to get in touch with my
office.
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform
Bill
A wide-ranging Bill covering
competition,employment disputes,

Last month, I was able to
ask the Prime Minister a question
during his weekly question time. You can
watch my question and his answer by clicking
the play button below:

Many constituents had contacted me regarding
the cut in the top rate of tax and I felt it
was an opportunity for those concerns
to be heard in the House.

WESTMINSTER
As I have addressed in
these pages previously, for
too long, political leaders
have been too concerned
about what people in the
press would think and too
fearful of speaking out
about these issues.
The subsequent
Leveson Inquiry has dug
deep into this and has
shed some light, indeed
like the relationship
between Secretary of
State for Culture Media
and Sport Jemery Hunt and
News Corp officials
Following the
evidence that News Corp
had been communicating
with Special Advisers from
both the Scottish and UK
Governments, I asked a
question in the House
which you can view by
pressing the play button.
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directors’ pay and regulatory reform.
Competition
enforcement
will
be
strengthened by merging the Competition
Commission and sections of the Office of
Fair Trading. A Green Investment Bank will
be established to promote investment in a
greener economy. This will be split between
Edinburgh and London. I am delighted that
the campaign for the bank to come here was
successful, and that I was able to play a part
in something that will hopefully lead to the
creation of hundreds, if not thousands of
jobs in the city.
There will be changes to the
employment tribunal system by providing
more options for the early resolution of
disputes through ACAS. My worries are that
there is not currently enough detail in the
government proposals to determine if these
proposals will successfully lead to early
resolution, and that ACAS does not currently
have enough resources to perform such a
role. On Directors’ pay, the intention in this
bill is to allow shareholders to hold a binding
vote on the remuneration of directors. I
hope that this proposal will become law, and
allow shareholders themselves to tackle the
issue of excessive executive pay.
Banking Reform Bill
This bill will make sure that banks which
provide retail banking services will only be
able to do so if the retail banking section is
“ring-fenced” from the investment activities
of the bank. This is designed to prevent the
problems in 2008/2009 when some banks
were seen to be “too big to fail”
Groceries Adjudicator Bill
This Bill will establish a “Groceries Code
Adjudicator” to enforce the Groceries Code.
This will make sure that large retailers, such
as the big supermarkets, treat their WORD
MISSING suppliers”? fairly and arbitrate
disputes between retailers and suppliers.
Small Donations Bill
This proposal will provide a new system of
top-up payments which will loosely
resemble Gift Aid for small cash donations to
charities. For donations of less than £20,
charities will be able to claim back 25p for
every £1 collected in the UK, up to a limit of
£5,000.
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Energy Bill
This bill is intended to encourage more investment
in low carbon generation and clean energy. It will
put more restrictions on the emissions of new coal
plants and create a new independent regulator, the
Office for Nuclear Regulation, which will be funded
directly by the industry.
Draft Water Bill
This bill is intended to provide greater freedom for
public bodies and businesses to choose their water
supplier.
Pensions Bill
This brings forward the state pension age to 67,
which is intended to be achieved between 2026 and
2028. This is intended to secure the sustainability
of the State Pension scheme and will equalise the
male and female state pension age. The male age
will increase from 65 to 67, and the female age from
60 to 67.
Public Service Pensions Bill
This Bill will move public sector pensions over from
a final salary scheme to a career average scheme
and extends the age at which members of the
scheme can draw their pensions. One consequence
of this bill will be that employees’ contributions to
their pension scheme will increase. The strike that
took place on the 30th November 2011 was in
protest against this.

House of Lords Reform Bill
Bringing democracy to the House of Lords to ensure
that the majority of its members are elected.
Although I agree with the principle of this bill and I
am entirely in favour of reforming the upperchamber and creating an elected House of Lords, my
personal view is that a truly modern democracy that
is fit for the 21st Century should not contain
members who have not been elected and are not
directly accountable to the people of the United
Kingdom.
Reform of the House of Loards was in my party’s
manifesto at the last election and we will support
any sensible approach to this issue from the
coalition government.
I would like to see a strong upper chamber with
wholly elected members that could play its part in
scrutinising legislation and holding the Government
to account.
Crime and Courts Bill
Establishes a National Crime Agency to lead the
fight against organised crime, enhance border
security and fight cyber crime. It will allow TV
cameras into courtrooms "in limited circumstances".
Driving under the influence of drugs will be made a
specific offence.
Judicial appointments will be
reformed to increase transparency and diversity.

Justice and Security Bill
Strengthens oversight of MI5 and MI6 and allows
Children and Families Bill
courts to consider sensitive information with
This covers lots of areas including adoption, family
national security implications through the use of
law and parental leave. Changes to the rules on
“secret” court hearings.
adoption will make race considerations less
Draft Communications Bill
important than finding a child a permanent home
quickly. Families will get more choice on education This will allow the police and intelligence agencies
for pupils with special educational needs. Parents to collect data on communications, like texts and
will be given access to flexible leave to allowing emails, subject to changes in technology, such as
greater sharing of caring responsibilities. On family the internet. A bill similar to this was proposed by
law, there will be a six month deadline to complete the previous Government, but was dropped after an
care cases and, if families break up, the law will be outcry from the previous opposition parties — the
strengthened to make sure children continue to Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats.
have a relationship with both parents if that's in
European Union (Approval of Treaty Amendment
their best interests.
Decision) Bill
This bill will give formal approval to the creation of
Electoral Registration and Administration Bill
Introduces individual voter registration.
I am the European Stability Mechanism, a permanent
concerned about this bill as, according to research means to support Eurozone countries in trouble.
published last year, the changes could result in as
Croatia Accession Bill
many as six million people falling off the register
This will give Parliamentary approval for Croatia to
although ministers had suggested the total would
join the EU and will allow for immigration to the UK
be far less. If this proposal leads to the “effective
from this new member country to be controlled.
disenfranchisement” of this many voters, the
Government should drop it immediately.

WESTMINSTER

Used cars, saving
money on your energy bills
and dealing with dodgy builders
are just some of the issues that
Citizens Advice’s new online consumer
advice at www.adviceguide.org.uk can help
with when I attended a CAB event held in
Parliament on Thursday 26 April 2012.
Consumers need good, easy to understand
advice which explains their rights and what
they can do to solve their problem. The new
online consumer advice from Citizens
Advice offers just that and I think it will
go a long way to helping my
constituents sort out their
consumer problems.

Along with MPs from across the political
spectrum, I am supporting the campaign to
protect the name and identity of Scotland’s
historic regiments from this attack.
I am really concerned about the
government’s proposals and their impact on
soldiers and their families who are serving or
have served in these famous regiments.
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The situation in Syria is ever more concerning
and I was able to ask for an update from the
Foreign Secretary during the monthly Foreign
Office Questions.
The International community have attempted, through the UN, to impose greater measure on Syria and along with the Kofi Annan plan
this is not being as effective which is deeply worrying. You can watch my question and answer by
clicking the play button.
We need respect and compassion for
Scottish military history, not disregard and
uncertainty. Scotland has been part of the British
Forces’ DNA and history. Many Scottish units
have histories dating back to the 18th century or
before and have been deployed all over the
world.
If you would like any further information
on this campaign, please do get in touch.
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he last month at
Westminster has seen
the passing of the
Scotland Bill, which will
now be known as the
Scotland Act 2012 as it received
Royal Assent from the Queen on
1st May 2012. The Act sets out
amendments to the Scotland Act
1998 (which created the Scottish
Parliament).
This will lead to the largest
transfer of powers from central
government in the last 300 years.
The Scotland Act will give
ministers at Holyrood control over
around £10 billion of taxes per
year to make them more
accountable for the money they
spend.
The centre piece of the

legislation is a new Scottish rate
of income tax. The Treasury will
cut the UK rate for taxpayers
north of the Border by 10p in the
pound across all bands. From April
2016, Scottish ministers will then
set their own additional rate. This
will give them much greater
power to increase spending, if
they wish, by varying taxes than
those levied in the rest of the UK.
The Scotland Act also gives
the following powers to the
Scottish Parliament:
• the devolution of stamp duty
land tax
• the devolution of landfill tax
• the power to create new taxes
• new borrowing powers worth
around £5billion (Holyrood will

SCOTLAND ACT (2012)
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be able to raise up to £2.2billion in
capital borrowing, limited to 10
per cent of the Scottish budget
each year. This would be worth
£230million in 2014-15.)
In addition, the legislation will
give the Scottish Parliament
control over:
• air weapons
• change the name of the Scottish
Executive to the Scottish
Government
• drink-driving and speed limits on
Scotland's roads
• a role in appointments in
broadcasting and the Crown
Estate.
The UK Government said at the
start of this process that they
wouldn’t force this bill upon the
Scottish Parliament, and would
only proceed if there was
unanimous agreement. This led to
a delay in the passing of the bill,
as up until March of 2012, the
SNP opposed these new powers
for the Scottish Parliament, which
meant that the legislation could
only be passed recently.
I am delighted that they
changed their mind and that this
bill was passed unanimously in
the Scottish Parliament. These
new powers will allow the
Scottish Government, if they so
wish, to provide a boost to the
Scottish economy and help get as
many Scots as possible back into
work.
Click the play button to the
left to see my contributions to the
Bill's third reading.
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MERCY CORP
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lobal charity Mercy Corps
may well be one of
Edinburgh South’s best
kept secrets. From its
European
Headquarters
tucked away in Sciennes at the edge
of the Meadows, the organisation
works hard to save and improve lives
in some of the world’s toughest
places.
Whether by responding to
disasters like the 2010 earthquake in
Haiti and last year’s famine in East
Africa,
or
tackling
long-term
challenges like chronic poverty and
strife elsewhere, Mercy Corps has
been grafting for decades to make
the world a better place from right
here on our doorstep in Edinburgh.
Earlier this year the UK
Government recognised the charity...
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MERCY CORP
as one of the country’s most
effective humanitarian
organisations. They appointed
Mercy Corps to a new ‘elite squad’
of disaster response specialists
who’ll rush UK aid to survivors of
disasters whenever they strike
round the world within 72 hours.
With 4,000 staff in more
than 40 countries, Mercy Corps is in
a great position to help wherever
their assistance is needed. Being
part of this new rapid response
network will help the organisation’s
experts save lives in the critical
days and weeks after disasters like
floods and earthquakes hit.

Mercy Corps, with the generous
support of people and businesses
from across Edinburgh and beyond,
reaches more than 19 million
people around the world each year.
Back in 2010, helped by a
massive £400,000 raised by people
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in and around Edinburgh, the
charity rushed to help the people of
Haiti when the huge earthquake hit
Port-au-Prince. In the two years
since the quake more the charity
has helped more than 1.1 million
people rebuild their lives.
Then, last year in the Horn
of Africa, Mercy Corps helped more
than 1.5 million people survive the
worst drought and famine the
region had seen for 60 years.
Teams in Somalia, Kenya and
Ethiopia responded with a whole
host of assistance, bringing clean
water to 500,000 people, food and
treatment to 42,000 malnourished
children and emergency cash for
26,000 families, giving them the
chance to buy the essentials they
needed to survive.
The fight against poverty
and hunger continues. Find out
more about this great local charity’s
work and how you can get involved
on the Mercy Corps website, by
following them on Twitter or liking
them on Facebook.
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LOCAL EVENTS 1922
If you have
any suggestions
for local events
which may be of
interest, please drop
me an email with the
details and I'll be
happy to post it
on this page.

1922

Many local schools and community organisations run their annual fundraising
summer fairs in the next month or so. If there is one near you please go along and
shop your support. They raise valuable funds for local school parent councils and
groups and they are a lot of fun.
Thank you to everyone who gives up their time to help at these events. If you
have an event you would like to publicise, please do get in touch.

2nd June 2012, 11am till 2pm

Every

and
at
At 31 Minto Street
Just drop in - no appointment necessary

- Gracemount Leisure Centre
- Liberton High School
- Constituency Office, 31 Minto Street
- The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road

