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Welcome
This is the first edition of my e-magazine
which includes....an exclusive report on my humanitarian trip to Gaza, what's
going on in the constituency and what's happening at Westminster
From next month, I will be including short pieces of audio and video to
compliment the information in the e-magazine. If you have any comments,
suggestions or feedback on my e-magazine, please do get in touch.

OPEN

Constituency Office
31 Minto Street
Edinburgh
EH9 2BT
ian@ianmurraymp.co.uk

0131 662 4520
twitter.com/ianmurraymp

@

www.ianmurraymp.co.uk

Top 3 Lobby Correspondence of the Month
Every month I will include the top 3 issues that constituents have contacted me about.
If you would like to see my responses, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Health and Social Care Bill
Residential development at Winton
Phonehacking Inquiry
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If you have
any issues or
concerns that you
would like to discuss
with me, please do
get in touch by the
contact details
over the page.

Over the summer, I've
decided that the best way to
travel round the
constituency is on my bike.
My daily commute is now by
bike to and from the office.
I've also joined
the
Lothian cycle campaign
group. Please click on the
link below for further info on
their work.
www.spokes.org.uk
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FLASH FLOODS ACROSS SOUTH
EDINBURGH
Typical “summer” August weather saw some of
the worst flash flooding in decades.
Balcarres Street and Mayfield Road were
particularly badly hit. Many shops, businesses
and homes were damaged by the water. One of
these businesses was PF Counselling
www.pfcounselling.org.uk who has only recently
refurbished their premises.
I visited their premises last week and
thankfully they are fully back up and running with
some minor damage to resolve.
I have asked the Director of Services for
Communities at the Council for a full report and
assessment on what caused the severity of the
flooding and I will ensure relevant areas get sight
of the report.

PLANNING, PLANNING &
MORE PLANNING
A considerable amount of activity is currently
keeping us all busy in Newbattle Terrace and
Caanan Lane:

1.
I recently met with a group of residents at
the new electricity substation to discuss with
Scottish Power ways in which the huge structure
could become more visually amenable. Scottish
Power committed to looking seriously at the issue
and will be producing a report on what is possible.
2.
Vodafone and O2 have submitted plans for
a 15m mobile telephone mast on Canaan Lane.
Dozens of residents have submitted their
concerns as to the visual amenity and health
implications of such a structure. The planning
application is currently being determined by the
Council and I have been working closely with the
residents to ensure their voices are taken into
consideration.
3.
Owners of the Woodcroft Telephone
Exchange site have submitted plans to demolish
the old exchange and replace it with a residential
development. I met with GVA Grimley last week
to go over their plans and they will be looking to
submit a full planning application by the end of
September. As always, we will keep local
residents up to date.

CONSTITUENCY
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POLICE CRACK
CAR VANDALISM
A wrecking spree by youths in the Southhouse,
Burdiehouse and Gracemount areas in August caused
damage to over 40 cars.
The local police have apprehended 2 youths
who have been charged with the incidents.
The Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) deserves
tremendous credit for the work they put in to resolve
this mindless vandalism. The police themselves paid a
glowing tribute to the contribution of the Councils City
in View CCTV system that helped identify the culprits.
I’m looking forward to visiting the City in View
system next month and spending some time with the
Safer Neighbourhood Police Team. I know the local
communities in Edinburgh South appreciate the
contribution made by the SNT in making policing more
responsive to the needs of individual areas and
requests.
More information on SNTs can be found here
www.lbp.police.uk/safer-communities/index.asp

NEW SCHOOLS FOR JAMES
GILLESPIES
The planning applications for the new High
School and Primary extensions at James
Gillespies have been submitted following a
pre-planning consultation . The plans can be
viewed online by visiting the Council's
planning portal here using the following
reference numbers:
11/02586/FUL for the new James
Gillespie's High School
11/02585/FUL for the James
Gillespie's Primary School extension
You can make formal representations
on the planning application to the Council.
Comments may be submitted online through
the planning portal or in writing to the Head
of Planning, the City of Edinburgh Council,
Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street,
Edinburgh EH8 8BG, quoting the reference
number above. Please note that submissions
.
must be made by
Updates on the project and access to
the the planning portal which can be found
via the project web pages here.

Congratulations to
everyone involved in
the project to have
Morningside park
designated with a Green
Flag. This is a nationally
recognised benchmark
for parks and green
spaces.
Great credit must
go to all involved,
particularly the
Morningside Community
Council, the City Council
South Local Office and
all those involved in the
Susan Wong Memorial
Garden.
This superb
achievement saw the
flag raised just last
week.

The summer recess allows me to get around
the local schools and meet with head
teachers, teachers, staff, parents and, more
importantly pupils.
I thoroughly enjoy my visits but I must
pay special tribute to St Crispins Special
School. The work they do for some of the
most vulnerable pupils in Edinburgh is
extraordinary.
I'm very lucky to have some of the
best head teachers and schools in the
Country and this can be seen in the ever
increasing levels of educational attainment
and positive destintations for school leavers.
I'm still working on my 100 apprenticeships
in 100 days idea to assist in this area.
There are undoubtedly some common
challenges in terms of budget reductions, staffing structure changes and public sector
pensions that I will be supporting the schools with in the coming weeks and months.
Thank you to everyone who made my visits so special and I look forward to visiting
more schools in the coming weeks.

"A Friend to the Stars"
THE owner of the family-run Dominion cinema,
who rubbed shoulders with the likes of Cary
Grant, Gene Kelly and Dame Judi Dench has died
aged 77.
Derek Cameron MBE led his independent cinema,
one of the oldest purpose-built picture houses in
the country for decades. The Dominion is a great
asset to the local community and his Grandson Al
Cameron will continue to run the local cinema.
Our sympathies and
thanks go out to
the family and hope
for many
more successful
years for
the Dominion.
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I recently visited the
wonderful heat, power
and cooling energy
centre at the University.
The centre generates
all the power needs for
the entire University at
George Square and
Kings Buildings.
David Somervell and his
team have created a
world first and have
significantly cut both
the University's energy
bills and their carbon
footprint.
More info can be found
here:
www.ed.ac.uk/sustainability

Over the summer we have inivted
thousands of constituents to our
constituency wide community
coffee mornings.
These events have been so
successful that we are going to
continue them into the Autumn.
Residents have attended with
individual problems, national &
international issues or have just
wanted to meet me and say hello.
Thanks to everyone who
has either attended or sent us
feedback.
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I thought Westminster
was going to be in
recess for the month of
August but little did
anyone know the
circumstances that
would result in the recall
of Parliament on 11th
August.
The civil unrest
that we witnessed was
shocking. So many
businesses, homes and
lives were left
shattered.
The recall of
Parliament was the
correct thing to do in
order to allow the issue
to be debated and to
hear from the Prime

WESTMINSTER

Minister and Home Secretary.
It is important to resist knee jerk
reactions to such incidents and I will be
pressing the Government to ensure they
tackle the causes of the unrest rather than
perhaps trying to grab the quick headlines.
We must understand why communities
end up in such violent disarray and then deal
with the root of the problem.
Recess comes to an end on 5
September and next month I'll be reporting on
everything that is happening at Westminster
both in debate and in the Select Committees.
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SPECIAL REPORT:
MY TRIP TO GAZA

GAZA

I
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can only
of
implementation
the
through
be achieved
international law and respect for human rights. In
respect of Palestine this means a viable two
state solution that delivers justice and freedom
for the Palestinian people as called for by the
overwhelming international consensus and
enshrined under international law and in UN
resolutions.
Our delegation would be examining the situation
in Gaza, the lack of Fatah-Hamas reconciliation
and the peace process.
Our first attempt to cross through Rafah was
thwarted by a national celebration that closed
the crossing for the day. This gave the
delegation of MPs and MEPs the opportunity to
spend some time in Egypt meeting with the
Muslim Brotherhood (who have founded the
Freedom and Justice Party and are expected to
win the upcoming elections) and the Trustees
Committee of the Revolution in Tahir Square.
This band of young people initiated the uprising
in Egypt at great personal risk. At both meetings
they spoke of their hopes for Egypt’s future and
their belief the Israel is not doing enough to try
and resolve the situation with Palestine. They
also believed the Rafah crossing should be fully
open.

My colleagues and I listening to members of
the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC)

After a stalled day we travelled by bus across the
Sinai Desert. After a 10 hour trip we had to stay
overnight about an hour from Rafah as it was too
dangerous to go any further in the dark. After a
blighted 4 hours sleep we left to reach the Rafah
Crossing. Interestingly, we saw three large trucks
from Scotland that had travelled for 32 days with
much needed medical supplies. They had been
waiting for two days to get in. We later found
out they were refused entry because of two

Delegation meeting Fatah leadership for talks

items the Egyptian authorities were not happy
with but when they agreed not to take them they
simply named another two items.
The Rafah crossing is not “open”. Only 350 Palestinians per day are allowed out to Egypt and
getting back home is very difficult indeed. There
were crowds of people who had been waiting
since 5am to get over the border. This border is
barely “open” and given that it is the only legal
entry and exit point from Palestine for the Palestinians it is pretty disgraceful. When we arrived
at the other side we were met by a welcoming
party of local members of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC)
The PLC has bases in both Gaza and the West
Bank with Hamas effectively controlling Gaza and
Fatah the latter. Both parties are currently involved in a complicated reconciliation process in
order to form a united Government that can negotiate for the whole of Palestine in the International Community and with Israel.
Everyone we spoke to in Gaza had one wish – the
lifting of Israel’s blockade of Gaza which is
keeping 1.5 million people under siege. UNWRA
(United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees) provide basic food supplies,
have job creation programmes and are involved in
reconstruction of 10,000 houses or shelters as
well as building 100 schools. There are 300
illegal tunnels from Egypt to Gaza through which
all manner of goods are transported which are
not allowed through the official crossings by
Israel. It is cheaper to get reconstruction
materials through the tunnels. Meanwhile
UNWRA can’t get access to the materials to
rebuild the 50,000 homes that are needed.
The biggest travesty of the siege is that UNWRA
currently provides food aid for 700,000 Gazans
and they face a current funding shortage that

GAZA

will be force it to cut all food assistance and job
creation from October if not resolved. That will
create a humanitarian disaster for Gaza and people will die of malnutrition. It is probably the biggest threat to the people of Gaza that may result
in the eruption of hostilities with Israel as the
blockade is maintained.
We were also able to meet with Ismail Haniyeh
who is recognised as PM in Gaza, heading up the
successful Hamas Parliamentary Group. He is a
popular figure, living modestly locally in Gaza. He
has been pivotal in taking Hamas down a more
moderate road; renouncing violence, keeping the
more militant factions within Hamas under control and promoting engagement with rival Fatah.
I asked him directly what one message we could
take back to the UK from the delegation and he
replied without hesitation, “lift the siege, it’s killing children.”
We were also fortunate to have met with the
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head of the Committee for National Reconciliation, Ashraf Jumaa, who is also a Fatah member of
the PLC from Rafah. Having recently returned
from Istanbul, Turkey, where Fatah and Hamas
held their third meeting for reconciliation, he explained that the main issues remaining included
the creation of a national unity government,
sharing security, the PLO structure, upcoming
elections, and public civil reconciliation between
the Palestinian people, not only between politicians.
Ashraf Jumaa also explained that the Fatah
position is that reconciliation needs to be
respected by international community; however,
there is substantial pressure from the
international community to keep Salam Fayyad
as Prime Minister. Hamas rejects Fayyad, but
does not object to postponing a national unity
government until September with elections to be
held in June 2012. Ashraf Jumaa concluded: "If we
can't control the peace, then we can't control
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anything." This seems to be the key to the future
of Palestine.
The Prime Ministers wish for lifting of the siege
was emphasised on a visit to the Al-Shifa Hospital
in Gaza City with the Minister of Health, Bassem
Naem, who revealed a large power supply deficiency that affects kidney dialysis machines
where, for example, every time the power goes
down, the machines have to be unplugged from
patients, the blood cleaned and then restarting.
There is also a severe lack of funding, lack of training due to lack of travel, a lack of spare parts and
of specialists. The Minister emotionally told us of
how children with cancer cannot be treated
through lack of basic medicines. Many of which
were sitting in Scottish trucks at the Rafah crossing waiting to gain access.
Additionally, Gaza City has one of the most technologically advances radiology units in the Middle
East but it lies dormant due to “Israel's preoccupation with 'dual-use' material” that could be used
potentially for civilian and military purposes prohibits the import of any radio-therapy drugs for
cancer patients. Israel also demands that patients
requiring emergency treatment outside of Gaza,
being transported to East Jerusalem, inform on the
security situation with the Strip before receiving
treatment. 500 Palestinians have died in the last
3 years simply because of a lack of medication

children and cancer patients are most at risk.
The economy of Palestine and, in particular, Gaza
is appalling. We met with small and medium enterprises (SME) who told us that that unemployment has reached 50% of Gazans, of 2,800
factories about half do not function due to destruction. Before the 2008-09 Gaza War, there
were 135,000 SME workers, now there are only
15.000 employed. Furthermore, over 100,000
Gazan workers used to work in Israel and that
has now stopped. The lack of opportunity for
young men, in particular, is a danger to future
piece in the region. Of that there is no doubt.
The entire economy of Gaza relied on the 300 or

GAZA
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So illegal tunnels that bring in goods. Without
these tunnels there would no economy, no jobs,
and no hope for the future. 1.5 million people are
surviving on illegal imports. This cannot be allowed to continue.
One of the most moving parts of the delegation
was the visit to the refugee camp. Men, women
and children are living in unimaginable conditions.
They are frustrated by the fact that Palestine
could be a burgeoning economy and life chances
could be vastly improved. I visited a shack where
14 of the same family lived. The grandmother explained that their kitchen area was destroyed by
fire as a result of shelling in the area. Their

“Living” area had 4 pictures on the wall. Each picture was a son who had been killed. In the corner
of the room were 2 klashnekoff rifles that she explained through tears were for “protection”. They
live mainly on UN food air that is expected to run
out in October. It was a desparate place. However, the people were friendly, open and resolute in
their aspirations for Palestines future.
I took some simple sticker books with me for the
kids and I’m sure the refugee camp is now peppered with stickers of Peppa Pig and Cars.
Whatever the increasingly polarised views of the
Palestine/Israel situation are, what is clear is that
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People, and children in particular, are dying needlessly from political dogma. There is absolutely no
need for the siege and the blockade to continue.
The Rafah crossing should be fully open and Palestine should be allowed to stand on its own two
feet. We were told that the economy would recover very quickly if the siege was lifted. It doesn’t
seem to me to be too much to ask.
The full reconciliation of Fatah and Hamas is critical and elections are pivotal in 2012. This process
will allow Palestine to speak with one voice and
the Peace Process must be the next priority. The
danger is that for as long as Palestine cannot get
its own political house in order the Israeli have an

Useful Links:
www.unrwa.org
www.cepr.org
www.middleeastmonitor.org.uk
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Excuse to derail any peace process. What is inexcusable is the illegality of what is happening to
Palestine. The UN has passed resolution after resolution to stop these practices without success.
The blockade is not only unnecessary but could
become the catalyst for future conflict.
People with no hope and no future end up with no
choice and that is unthinkable for the future of
the Middle East.
Since the visit I have written to the Foreign Secretary detailing the issues raised by our visit and the
need to prevent an unimaginable humanitarian
disaster.

XMAS CARD COMPETITION

I
Last year's
winning entry
was designed by

SchooI - a
fantastic piece
of work
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t's that time of year again
when I launch my
Christmas Card Design
Competition. Carrying on
from the tradition
established by my
predecessor Nigel Griffiths,
the competition is now in its
11th year. The competition
has gone from strength to
strength with over 1,400
young artists taking part from
15 South Edinburgh schools in
2010.
Due to popular demand
and the generous sponsorship
from
and
, I will be awarding
every pupil from P1 to P7 of
the participating schools a
certificate and gift for their
hard work.

If you have
any suggestions
for local events which
may be of interest,
please drop me an email
with the details and
I'll be happy to post
it on this page.

LOCAL EVENTS
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This is an opportunity to pause and
reflect on the 10th anniversary of
the terrorist attack in New York.
Drop in for a coffee and a chat.
Homebaking will be available with
all donations being raised for
Macmillan Cancer, who provide such
fantastic support for cancer patients
and their families across the UK

It will be a short, multi-faith event
with reflections from
representatives of different faith
communities and a reading from

Libertus are celebrating 30 years of
innovative service provision for
older people across South
Edinburgh.

Over 5000 items are up for sale
including all ages of children's clothes
& toys, nursery equipment, maternity
wear, high chairs, buggies, pushchairs,
garden toys....and much

They will be hosting a week long
showcase of fine art works, theatre,
film, textiles, photography and
documentary.

Money raised is in aid of The Sick Kid's
Hospital and Polwarth Church. Full
details at:

Open to students and parents - buy
Study Guides, Past Papers and other
course books, all in good condition, at a
reasonable price.
If you have any books for sale, please
leave them at Reception clearly
marked with your name and contact
details.

www.nearlynewsale.org.uk

The flower festival is being held in
aid of the Marie Curie Hospital and
the Kirkgate Trust. Come and
celebrate the centenary of the guild.
Refrshments will be available.

Every

and
at
At 31 Minto Street
Just drop in - no appointment necessary

- Gracemount Leisure Centre
- Liberton High School
- Constituency Office, 31 Minto Street
- The Open Door, 420 Morningside Road

