
What are the options for the 
UK outside the EU?

UK would come under WTO rules. This
would mean applying the same level of
tariffs on goods or services wherever
they come from, anywhere in the world.

UK prioritises building on historic ties with
other English speaking nations such as
Commonwealth nations like Canada.

UK negotiates an agreement whereby
parts of the UK that voted to remain
are allowed to retain all or part of their
EU membership whilst other nations
leave. The reverse “Greenland” option.

UK negotiates a series of separate bilateral
trade and other agreements with the EU.

Scotland has voted in two 
major referenda recently.  
The Scottish people have 
said that they want to 
remain in the UK with the 
advantages of the EU.

The First Minister has said 
that another independence 
referendum is “very likely” 
but she has also promised 
to explore “all options”. 
We must hold her to that 
promise.

That is what the Scottish 
people voted for and both 
Governments should 
respect those mandates.

Constitutional arguments have dominated to date 
but we must act now to stabilise the economy & 
minimise the impact of Brexit on Edinburgh.  

Scottish Labour has proposed a “Brexit Action Plan” 
that urges the UK and Scottish Governments to 
support workers’ rights and protect Scotland’s 
economy. They should:

* Bring forward infrastructure spending with a 
particular focus on housebuilding and a target of 
60,000 affordable homes built over the next 5 years.

* Establish a Brexit Support Fund for at-risk sectors.

* Guarantee existing workers' rights.

* Confirm EU nationals studying, working and 
living in the UK can remain in the UK after Brexit. 

*  End austerity by using the new powers of the 
Scottish Parliament.

* Plan for powers that revert to Scotland, e.g. on 
the environment, agriculture, & fisheries etc.

*  Safeguard research funding for our universities and 
sustain collaborations with other EU universities.

* Focus on the financial services sector - critical for 
the Edinburgh economy.

certainty we 
do know is that 
the future looks 

Many constituents, from scientists and business 
owners to students and parents, have already been 
in touch with questions and comments such as:

“Will Edinburgh’s important financial services sector 
be affected?” 

“Can my EU partner stay in the UK?”

“What will happen to the EU funding my university 
research project receives?”

“Should the UK Government ignore the result?”

Many are angry at the inaccuracies of the Leave 
campaign, such as claiming Brexit would mean
£350m a week more for the NHS - a claim since
discarded. And they are angry that the former PM
gambled with the country and lost.

Lastly, the forgotten group in the post Brexit debate 
are those who voted Leave.  I have spoken to some 
and domestic public policy has dominated, e.g. lack 
of housing or good quality jobs.  These issues must 
be addressed and we must listen to voters.

That is why I want to hear from you....

23 June 2016
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The Prime Minister said 
she will not trigger Article 
50 until a common UK 
approach has been agreed 
with the devolved nations.

Scottish Labour supports 
the Scottish Government 
in their attempt to secure 
the best deal for Scotland.  
That deal must be one that 
keeps Scotland in the UK 
whilst retaining the 
advantages of the EU.  

The UK joins the European Free Trade
Association and remains in the European
Economic Area.  This would safeguard
single market access, but the UK would
have to abide by EU rules and have no say.



“On 23 June, voters in the UK 
voted to leave the European Union, 
by a margin of 52% to 48%. This 
is not the outcome we wanted for 
local people.

This information leaflet summarises 
the results and sets out their 
immediate impact and potential 
implications across a number of 
key policy areas, including free 
movement of people, trade, the 
Scottish economy, jobs, university 
research and development funding, 
and the future of Scotland.

I will also examine what happens 
next in the exit process.

It would be helpful to know 
people’s reasons for voting Remain 
or Leave.

I will be working hard in the coming 
months to ensure the voices of 
people from South Edinburgh are 
heard and the impact of “Brexit” is 

minimised.”           
Ian Murray 

MP for Edinburgh South 

“The result of the EU referendum 
was not what we wanted or 
campaigned hard locally for.

There is a real challenge to ensure 
the economy does not suffer, 
jobs are protected, investment 
is maintained, and that the 
advantages of being in the EU are 
maintained.

There is a significant role for the 
Scottish Parliament to play and 
I will be working alongside Ian 
Murray to make the best of this 
situation.

I want the Scottish Government to 
implement our Brexit Action Plan 
to protect our economy.  I also 
want them to be a strong part of 
the UK Brexit negotiations and 
also to set out the consequences 
of the substantial new powers that 
will revert to Scotland from the 
EU.  These will include agriculture, 
fisheries, and many environmental 

laws.”                    
Daniel Johnson              

      MSP for Edinburgh Southern

Scotland:
62% Remain 
38% Leave

South 
Edinburgh: 

78% Remain 
22% Leave

The UK 
Government has 

set up a new 
Department for
Exiting the EU 

and the Scottish 
Government an 

expert panel.

“We worked 
incredibly hard

to deliver a 
Remain vote as 

we knew that our 
membership of 

the EU was good 
for Edinburgh, 

Scotland, and the 
UK.”

 

 Impact and Qs of Brexit
Immediate Impacts - 
• The £ has fallen sharply against the $ and €, making 
some foreign travel and imports more expensive.
• Experts forecast a sharp slowdown in economic 
growth over the next few years with less investment.
• Economists predict a rise in unemployment.
Questions - 
• How to protect EU trade worth £12bn a year?
• How to maintain EU access to other world markets?
• How will our world class universities replace EU 
research & development funding, and collaborations?
• Freedom of movement allows 173,000 EU nationals 
to live, work and study here and UK nationals to live,   
work and study abroad.  How will this work?
• How will jobs be protected in large sectors such as 
financial services, food & drink, and bio-sciences?
• Implications for businesses - large and small?
• What about areas that will revert to Scotland, like
agriculture, fisheries, and environmental laws?

What happens next.....?

The process of leaving the EU only 
begins when the UK Government 
gives formal notification of its 
intention to leave under Article 50 of 
the Treaty of the EU. 

Article 50 provides for a Member 
State to leave, either on the basis of a 
negotiated withdrawal agreement or 
no agreement. 

The Government has stated that it will 
not trigger Article 50 until 2017. Once
Article 50 is formally triggered, there
will be a two year negotiation period.

It is extremely unlikely that there 
will be a vote in Parliament to trigger 
Article 50.

It is important to note that nothing 
will change until after the exit 
negotiations are complete and exit 
actually occurs.

More information on the process at:

uk/documents/CBP-7551/ CBP-7551.pdf
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I want to hear from you

If you voted LEAVE please contact me and
let me know why. Send your thoughts to:

leave@ianmurraymp.co.uk

If you voted REMAIN please contact me and
let me know why. Send your thoughts to:

remain@ianmurraymp.co.uk

for your decision and also if you think 
voters should have a say on the final 
negotiated brexit deal? 

I have already asked many questions 
in parliament, produced an EU analysis 
with updates and written to all 3,700 EU 
nationals in the constituency.

I will try and keep constituents updated 
directly but look out on my website.

If you would like to be added to my EU 
update mailing list please drop me an 
email.
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