Mayor’s Report Nov 2016 – Jan 2017

Philip Glanville Labour Mayor of Hackney
Hackney Town Hall, Mare Street, E8 1EA Tel: 020 8356 3220
www.hackney-labour.org.uk / philip.glanville@hackney.gov.uk
Twitter: MayorofHackney or PhilipGlanville / Facebook: PhilForHackney

Mayor’s Diary Highlights
Dear Member,

January 24

Welcome to my November to January Mayor’s Report.

Corporate Induction for new staff

Let me first wish everyone a Happy New Year.

Full Council

Like many members and councilors I took part in last Saturday’s national
campaign day to support the NHS. We now how important defending the
NHS is locally, and have clearly stated our concerns about the North East
London Sustainability and Transformation Plan. Only this week Cllr
McShane and I met with both the Independent Chair of the STP and the
Chair of the Homerton to discuss these plans and also the Pathlab at the
Homerton. We will be developing our response to the governance
arrangements and fully take on board the concerns expressed by local
campaigners.

January 24

I know there is a lot of interest in divesting and Hackney Council’s
Pensions Committee is taking further steps towards a fossil free pension
fund after approving ambitious plans to cut the fund’s exposure to future
CO2 emissions. Cllr Robert Chapman, Chair of the Committee has blogged
about their work.
Finally I am really pleased to support, alongside Hackney’s MPs, the
Hackney Gazette’s #HiddenHomeless Campaign, there is more about it
below, but it is good to see the paper highlighting and campaigning on
such an important local issue. Cllr Rebecca Rennison, Mayoral Adviser for
Advice and Preventing Homelessness has blogged about our response to
rough sleeping and some of these issues.

LLDC Board
Meeting with the Independent Chair
of the North East London STP with Cllr
McShane
UBS and UnLtd Social Entrepreneurs
Event with Cllr Nicholson and Cllr
Moema
January 23
Central London Forward Board
Meeting
Visit to the Village Underground with
London Night Czar Amy Lame and Cllr
Nicholson
Capital Investment Board
Cabinet

Best wishes,
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January 21

Landmark £200m Nightingale Estate regeneration given green
light.
Hundreds of modern, high-quality new homes will transform derelict land on a
Clapton housing estate after Hackney Council’s ambitious regeneration plans
were approved.
Designs for the 400 homes at the two-hectare site on the Nightingale Estate –
which followed years of consultation with local residents – were agreed by the
Council’s Planning Committee last night.
The homes for social rent, shared ownership and outright sale are part of the
Council’s estate regeneration programme, which will see more than 3,000 homes
built at sites across the borough. The new development will complete the
regeneration of the Nightingale Estate, joining more than 300 affordable homes
already built by award-winning housing association Southern Housing Trust and
nearly 400 more refurbished Council homes.
Other highlights include improvements to public spaces across the estate, with
new trees, lighting and playgrounds, as well as a new community centre, café
and retail space. This fantastic development, with its high-quality design, is the
result of years of close work with local residents, and will bring hundreds of
desperately needed new homes for Hackney.
I’m proud that we are building thousands of new homes ourselves through our
Estate Regeneration Programme – with more than half for social rent or shared
ownership.
Last night’s decision means we can now get to work on delivering more homes
for residents struggling to find an affordable place to rent or buy.

Major education consultation launched
In my last GM report, I mentioned that we were launching a major new
consultation and engagement exercise into what Hackney residents think about
education, the results of which will shape the future of the borough’s schools and
the Council’s response to further education reform. It’s been running since the
end of November and most residents should have received a pack from the

Care for the NHS Street Stalls in
Clapton, Brownswood and Cazenove
January 20
Joined Shrubland Road TRA as they
took part in #BridgesNotWalls
Campaign with Cllr Williams
Met with Mayor of Tower Hamlets
January 19
New Candidates Event at Hackney
Town Hall
Attended Governance and Resources
Scrutiny
January 18
Meeting with Here East
Visit to the Roundchapel Community
Centre
Gangs and Crime Meeting with
Hackney Police
BECTU Picturehouse Strike Fundraiser
with Cllr Demirci
January 17
Meeting with Housing Minister Gavin
Barwell on Homelessness Reduction
Bill
London Labour Housing Group
Hackney Labour Group
January 16
Economic and Community
Development Board
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Council through the post. We are also organising other events around the
borough to involve as many people and stakeholders in this important
conversation, something that was clearly a key request of the motion passed at
the Hackney North and Stoke Newington GM in November.
Over the past 15 years, Hackney’s schools have changed beyond recognition,
transforming the educational opportunities for children in Hackney. The
boroughs’ schools were once the worst in the country, now we have some of the
very best.
However, changes to funding and Government policy, as well as rapid population
growth, mean that our schools now face major challenges and, through Hackney:
Schools For Everyone, the Council wants to find out what residents think of the
current education system in Hackney, and what they would like it to look like in
the future. In particular, we want to find out what residents think about forced
academisation, the Council’s role in Hackney’s schools, selection based on
academic results and the role of parent governors.
The Council carried out a similar consultation in 2003, and residents responded
that they wanted non-selective, non-denominational, mixed-sex
comprehensives. This feedback has helped to shape the sort of the schools that
have opened and flourished in the borough. With such significant changes to the
education system on the horizon, the Council thinks it is important to have that
conversation again.
We don’t want to see selection in Hackney schools, we want to maintain a close
relationship with our community of schools and to continue to play a vital role in
school improvement – and whilst we believe our views are echoed by many
residents, we want to hear what local people think. To take part please visit:
https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/hackney-learning-trust/hackney-schoolsfor-everyone/consult_view/

Launch of proposals for new leisure centre, school and homes
on Britannia Leisure Centre site
We’ve revealed proposals for a new, state-of-the-art leisure centre, secondary
school and housing, including options for affordable homes, on the Britannia
Leisure Centre site.
The ambitious plans include a new school and sixth form, sponsored by the City
of London Academy Trust, which runs the highly successful City Academy
Hackney, to help provide the 1,650 extra secondary school places needed in
Hackney by 2021.

January 15
Joined Hoxton West Roving Surgery
January 13
Cross Borough Labour Housing Leads
Meeting
January 12
Susie McKenna Leaving Do at Hackney
Empire
Annual London Local Govt Dinner
January 11
De Beauvoir Branch Meeting
January 5
Wick and Victoria Branch Meeting
December 19
Visit to Stamford Hill with JCC
Hackney Labour Group
December 19
Britannia Development Board
Capital Investment Board
Hackney Cabinet
Joint Meg Hillier and Diane Abbott
Christmas Event in Parliament
December 18
St John’s Hoxton Carol Service
December 17
Opened the new Sylvia Court
Playground on Wenlock Barn Estate
Hackney Empire Pantomime

The Council also wants to build an improved new Britannia Leisure Centre,
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including a bigger gym, 25 metre swimming pool, learner pool and introduction
to water pool – which could include a flume - along with squash courts, a
children’s soft play area, a sports hall and five-a-side pitches. It would also
include a café and toilets, which would open onto the Park and could be used by
Park visitors.
Parts of the existing leisure centre are over 40 years old, and are coming to the
end of their life. Just last month, we were forced to close the pool for three days
after a water pipe burst. Refurbishment options were discounted due to the
estimated £14m cost, which would involve the Centre closing for up to two years.
The new community facilities would be part-funded by the sale of housing built
on the site as the Council receives no Central Government funding to build
leisure facilities, and only limited funding to build new schools.

December 16
Hackney Police Community Breakfast
with Cllr Selman and Meg Hillier MP
December 15
Loughborough University at Here East
graduation and visit with Cllr Williams
and the Speaker
London Assembly Christmas Event

Over the summer the Council commissioned a feasibility study to identify the
options available to deliver a school and leisure centre. Residents are invited to
have their say on these proposals during a consultation, which opened on 5
December. As the programme progresses, residents will be able to take part in
more detailed consultations about specific elements of the scheme; for example,
the facilities and layout of the leisure centre.

December 14

The consultation presents three outline options, all including a brand new leisure
centre and secondary school, but with varying numbers of homes that will need
to be delivered in order to fund the development. Two of the outline options
include the provision of affordable housing.

December 13

Our proposals for the Britannia site would enable us to fulfil one of our key
priorities; to provide a high quality new secondary school and a state-of-the-art
new leisure centre to benefit future generations of Hackney residents.

East London Housing Partnership
Meeting

This is a major project, and in the absence of sufficient Government funding to
pay for it, a lot of work has been put in to find options which are achievable, both
practically and financially, so we’re excited to finally be able to share the
proposals with residents and find out what they think about our ideas. I really
encourage them to get involved and help shape these ideas.
The consultation is open until 12 February 2017. For more information, and to
find out about drop-in events, visit www.consultation.hackney.gov.uk

Hackney Supporting Independent Venues Week and new lease
for the Village Underground
Hackney Council is set to sign a 15 year lease with Village Underground,
protecting the future of one of London’s most renowned live music and cultural

Visit to Randal Cremer Primary School
Speakers Carols Hackney Town Hall
Shoreditch Trust Board

Hoxton Hall Pantomime
December 12

Progress Rally Against Grammar
Schools in Parliament, also wrote an
article for the magazine.
December 9
Visit to Thomas Fairchild Primary
School, Hoxton West
Opened Peter Bedford Community
Café on Kingsland Road
Speaker of Hackney’s Gala Fundraiser
December 8
Hackney North and Stoke Newington
Christmas Fundraiser
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venues. Since its launch in 2006, Village Underground in Shoreditch has forged a
reputation as one of the best live music venues in the capital.
Coinciding with Independent Venues Week, which launched today and celebrates
music venues across the UK, the Council has agreed terms for a 15 year extension
to the venue’s lease which will be signed in the coming days.
A former rundown warehouse, Village Underground has built a strong following
and is recognised as a highly respected, independent venue for the creative
community.
Best known for the iconic reconditioned tube trains perched on the roof, Village
Underground provides studio space for 30 artists and start-up businesses and
hosts a diverse programme of arts events including live music, club nights,
exhibitions, theatre and the visual arts.
The signing of a new lease will be fantastic news for the future of Village
Underground and the character of Shoreditch, one the borough’s most vibrant
and culturally rich destinations. This is a great example of a local authority
working with and supporting a thriving and well-respected local independent
venue. We are sending out a strong message about the value of our arts and
music venues for the community and local economy and how as a Council, we
will do everything we can to protect them.
There will be no break in the lease until 2027, meaning that Village Underground
can create sustainable plans for their future. The Council reviewed options for a
redevelopment of the site but rejected them in order to grant the new lease to
Village Underground. The news of the lease extension also represents a positive
change from the recent trend in grassroots venues closing across the UK.
There is a film celebrating the first 10 years of Village Underground and you can
find out more about the venue by visiting their website. Last month I mentioned
our campaign against business rate hikes, we are continuing that work and
uniting with other boroughs to explore how we can grow the campaign, we also
took the step to put further pressure on Network Rail who are increasing rents
on some of the arches in Hackney, pricing out local businesses.

December 7
th

Shelter 50 Anniversary Play with
Immediate Theatre at the Arcola
Winterfest and Christmas Lights at
Woodberry Down
Hoxton West and Haggerston
Christmas Fundraiser
December 6
Meeting with Errol McKenna, Prostate
Cancer Awareness Champion and
Campaigner
London Councils
Hackney Labour Group Executive
December 5
Meeting with Virgin Sport.
De Beauvoir Ward Forum on Housing
and Planning Act
December 4
Goodbye to Anderson’s Bakery at St
Anne’s, Hoxton.
December 3
Launch of Well Street Market with
Sadiq Khan and the Speaker
December 1
Meeting with NELMA on Section 17
support to families with NRPF.
Meeting with Chief Exec of LLDC

Hackney Gazette #HiddenHomeless Campaign
You should all have seen the coverage in the past two week's Hackney Gazette of
the housing crisis in Hackney. This forms part of a four week series of articles the
Gazette will be running looking at homeless households in Hackney and the

Event at Hackney Central Library to
mark Nelson Mandela’s Birthday.
St Joseph’s Hospice Christmas Carols
Homerton Branch Meeting
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November 30
Hackney Full Council

factors driving the housing crisis. Each week will also include segments from an extended interview with the Mayor of
Hackney, setting out the Council's response.
The campaign is calling for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Urgent government investment in new genuinely affordable homes in Hackney
London councils to be given the toolkit to build new genuinely affordable homes
London councils to be given the freedom to borrow down against future housing benefits bills to build new
genuinely affordable homes
Minimum three-year tenancies to be offered by landlords in the private rented sector
Rent stabilisation measures to be considered to achieve affordable rented homes in London
London councils to be given a tougher toolkit to tackle rogue landlords
A ban on landlords and letting agents refusing tenants in receipt of housing benefits
The link between housing allowances and market rents to be re-established
Developers to stick to targets for building affordable homes within new developments
Hackney Council pledges to continue bringing empty council properties back into use as temporary homes

These are all issues the Council itself has raised and previously campaigned on and we alongside our MPs Meg Hillier
and Diane Abbott support the Gazette's campaign. It would be great if individual members could also show their
support by signing the Gazette's pledge which can be found at: www.hackneygazette.co.uk/news/the-hiddenhomeless-campaign/pledge-your-support

Hackney Pro-Active Minds
This month saw the launch of Hackney Pro-Active Minds, a new programme supporting Hackney residents at risk of
developing severe mental health issues.
The Conservation Volunteers, funded by the Department of Health, Health and Social Care Volunteering Fund (HSCVF)
and in partnership with Mind, have been commissioned to deliver a 3 year pilot around the Green Gym concept to
promote individual resilience and wellbeing for people who are at risk of developing a mental health condition or who
have otherwise presented with emotional distress.
The Green Gym model supports groups to be physically active by transforming neglected green spaces through practical
activities. Working with the Council’s parks team (Millfields Park) residents can be referred or self-refer into an 11 week
course based on a framework of ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing’, that provides support in a non-threatening and stigma-free
way.
The pilot is expected to provide an effective prevention and early intervention programme. It will enhance local
capacity; reduce costs for healthcare services, and provide a mechanism to establish greater community cohesion.

Hackney Half Marathon
The Hackney Half Marathon will take place on 30 April this year, and is being relaunched to offer a bigger and better
race day experience for runners, spectators and local residents.
Virgin Sport, part of the Virgin Group and organisers of the event, will build upon Run Hackney to create a new festival
of sport: Virgin Sport Hackney.
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The festival of sport will provide something for everyone, including professional athletes, new runners and local
families. As well as the 13.1 mile half marathon course through Hackney’s most famous landmarks, there will be a new
Chase Your Mate 5.5k closed race event adding a fun, competitive element to the day, plus a free fitness and yoga
boot camp on Hackney Marshes. In addition the School Challenge will be returning, offering local children the chance
to be part of the excitement.
The entry fee (which is set by Virgin Sport) has increased this year to reflect the costs of hosting this larger scale event,
including free fitness activities on the Marshes for the whole community to access. However, to ensure as many local
people as possible can take part, the Council has secured some special offers and free tickets for Hackney residents.
Local runners can access the early-bird entry offer for an extended period, until 28 February; 1,000 free places are
available for the ‘Chase Your Mate’ event; there is a 50% concession entry rate for those in receipt of benefits or in full
time education and we have 250 free places for the half marathon. The Council will be releasing detail of how to apply
for all of these free tickets soon.
I am pleased to be running the half marathon myself this year, in support of the Speaker’s charities (the Hackney
Migrant Centre and North London Action for the Homeless). If you’d like to show your support, please sponsor me
here!: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/hackneyspeaker. The Speaker is also looking for other runners to join her
team; if you are interested, please email her on speaker@hackney.gov.uk.

Acquisition of Tesco site, Morning Lane
This week the Cabinet signed off on proposals for the Council to buy land in Morning Lane currently occupied by Tesco,
to provide workspace, offices, shops, a new Tesco superstore and homes.
The plans represent a once in a lifetime opportunity for the Council to acquire a key development site – with 270,000
sq ft of retail and commercial space – in the middle of Hackney Central. The site would be quickly snapped up by a
private housing developer if we decided not to go ahead, and we would lose control over what happens to this large
plot of land in the middle of Hackney Central.
This is a significant investment by the Council, but the benefits to Hackney are just as significant; space for 1,500 jobs,
genuinely affordable workspace, at least 50% of the retail jobs prioritised for Hackney residents and affordable homes.
Tesco has been looking at options for its Morning Lane site that would allow them to keep a store but find a buyer to
enable redevelopment to take place. The investment would allow Tesco to remain on the site, by occupying a brand
new, smaller superstore.
The Council plans to work with Hackney Walk to develop the land, delivering a scheme to secure and invest in Hackney
Central’s thriving town centre with a mixture of work and office space, shops, training and light manufacturing, and
housing, with a core focus on the fashion industry.
Beyond the site’s importance in Hackney Town Centre and local regeneration, Government policy is encouraging or
even forcing councils to be more reliant on their own resources rather than on grants; it is therefore essential to
identify and evaluate opportunities to secure income streams for the future. Hackney anticipated this some years ago
and has already taken steps to invest in other strategic assets around the borough or make better use of our own
existing buildings which have assisted in protecting the Council’s budgets for front line services.
This project will effectively be cost neutral to Hackney, as the cost would be made back from rental and ‘options’
payments covered by the future development. The investment would have no impact on the Council’s budget or
council tax as it is able to borrow money to fund investment-led projects, which eventually make a profit, like this.
Furthermore, the plans would give the council a non-Council Tax income, ultimately equivalent to a 1.5% increase in
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the current Council Tax. The proposal is built upon a concept for a genuine mixed-use, town centre regeneration
scheme that will also deliver additional business rate income.
Contracts are currently being finalised, with a view to completing the transaction in February 2017. Work on the
planning application for the site is expected to take between 18 months and two years. It is intended that Tesco will
remain in its existing store for the next three to four years, and will only close when the new store is ready to open.
More information can be found on the Council website.

LGBT Festival
The Council is hosting a reception for local LGBTQI+ business-owners, performers, artists, charity and third sector
organisations, and residents at Hackney Museum on 1 February 2017, to mark the beginning of LGBT History Month.
The reception is intended to be the first in an annual festival of events, which supports and celebrates the borough’s
well-established LGBTQI+ community and venues.
The aim is to host a wide cross-section of the community at this event and ask for ideas on how to mark Pride in
Hackney in 2017 and how to populate a fuller festival programme throughout 2018. The event would also be a call to
action for all attendees to get involved and help curate and deliver the annual festival. The Council, in return, will be
offering support ranging from PR and community engagement, to potential use of iconic Hackney-owned venues for
events.
The plans for a Hackney LGBTQI+ festival build on the Council’s collaboration with world-famous street artist Stik, who
created the Hackney Pride banner for the London Pride parade in 2016, which was well-received both locally and
internationally. We are now auctioning last year’s banner to raise money to fund local LGBTQI+ projects.
A key objective of this year’s festival will be to ask the community to help address a gap in Hackney Museum’s
collection of records, artefacts and first person narratives that capture the borough’s fascinating and not-to-be
forgotten LGBTQI+ history.
In the light of political events in 2016, it is important, now more than ever, to show that the Council stands against
prejudice and the persecution of any member of Hackney’s diverse and harmonious community. The authority has
already taken a strong stance against hate crime and domestic violence in the borough, stating it will not be tolerated
in Hackney.
It is hoped that by 2018, and with the support of the community, the Council could generate an LGBT History Month
programme on a par with those already developed for Gypsy, Roma, Traveller History Month in June, and Black History
Season in Oct.

Visiting, speaking and reporting back to branch Labour Parties
I promised early on to get out and speak to Hackney Labour Branches and I’ve already visited and spoken at Wick and
Victoria, De Beauvoir and Hackney Coop. I am due to speak at Homerton and King’s Park in February, Clissold in
March, Hackney Central in April and Stamford Hill West in June. I can do a second ward in June at 7pm and I’m keen to
book July, August (if you meet), September, October and November meetings. If you want to invite me please email
philip.glanville@hackney.gov.uk
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