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Mayor’s Report June-July 2017 
 

Philip Glanville Labour Mayor of Hackney 

Hackney Town Hall, Mare Street, E8 1EA Tel: 020 8356 3220 

www.hackney-labour.org.uk / philip.glanville@hackney.gov.uk 

Twitter: MayorofHackney or PhilipGlanville  / Facebook: PhilForHackney 

 

Dear Member, 

Welcome to my June to July Mayor’s Report.  

Over the past month myself and my colleagues have been continuing to 

respond to the challenges coming out of the tragedy at Grenfell Tower. 

Hackney continues to be involved in the London Local Government response, 

and as outlined last month we are doing all we can to keep residents in 

Hackney safe. We did not use the type of cladding installed at Grenfell, but 

we are testing all the other types we have and will publishing a full report 

shortly. In the meantime we continue to communicate with residents and 

have now started to publish our FRAs online. I’d like to thank Cllr McKenzie 

for his work in this area. 

As I outline below we have been working closely with the community, police 

and IPCC responding to the death of Rashan Charles early on Saturday 

morning. Our sympathies are of course with his family and friends, there is 

more information below on the IPCC process and a statement from Caroline 

and I. 

We continue to be a Campaigning Labour Council on issues such as education 

funding, the role of local authorities in schools, police numbers and resources, 

clean energy and improving the private rented sector – more information can 

be found below. 

This week I was very pleased to join Cllr Williams at the launch of the Hackney 

100 paid work experience programme. I was also very proud to walk with 

over 150 councillors, staff, residents and organisations as part of the London 

Pride parade including Hackney based Project Indigo and Young Hackney 

LGBTQI+ forum. 

Young people from across Hackney performed at the Barbican this month and 

also came 4th in the London Youth – a testament to the breadth of talent in 

the borough and the wide-ranging support and investment we make as a 

Labour Council. 

Best wishes,  

 

 

 

Mayor’s Diary Highlights 

July 26 

Launch of Hackney 100 paid work 

experience prog with Cllr Williams 

Visit to King’s Crescent Estate 

Housing fire safety meeting 

Hackney Full Council 

July 25 

Central London Forward Board 

Phone call with Janette Collins from 

the Crib 

LLDC Board 

Launch of the new Learning Studio at 

Autograph, Rivington Place 

HCVS meeting with IPCC & Cllr Selman 

July 24 

Britannia Project Board 

Phone call with Cllr Selman and IPCC 

Commissioner Cindy Butts 

Phone call with Simon Lawrence, 

Borough Commander 

Hackney Cabinet & Meeting with 

Hackney Youth Parliament 

July 23 

St Anne’s Church Fete 

Shrubland Road & Estate Street Party 

July 21 

Meeting with Diane Abbott MP 

Visit to Morningside Children’s Centre 
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Hackney Labour Group passes motion on 100% clean energy 

by 2050 at July Hackney Full Council 

Last night (Wednesday 25 July) Hackney Council passed a motion tabled by Stoke 

Newington Councillor Sophie Cameron and Homerton Councillor Rob Chapman. 

It means that we follow in footsteps of global game changers Frankfurt, Seattle 

and Sydney – Hackney has now committed to switching to using 100% clean 

energy by 2050.   

Hackney will now become a signatory to the UK100, a network of local 

authorities focused on a full transition away from coal, gas and oil over the next 

33 years. The network seeks to devise ambitions plans that are cost effective and 

involve local residents and businesses.  

Cllr Jon Burke, Cabinet Member for Energy, Sustainability and Community 

Services who helped draft the motion and respond for the Cabinet said: 

“It’s hugely exciting that Hackney has now become a signatory to the UK100 

Agreement. It is a powerful statement, both locally and globally, that we as a 

borough will take urgent, radical action to help avert environmental catastrophe. 

 “We will work to achieve this goal by procuring energy from renewable sources, 

making buildings more energy efficient, and creating renewable energy 

infrastructure across the borough. The people of Hackney deserve warm homes, 

secure and affordable energy, clean air and drinking water, and to live in a 

 

 

July 20 

Meeting with Hackney Walk 

Housing Fire Safety Meeting 

Wilberforce Residents Meeting with 

Cllrs Selman, Bell, Potter and 

Rennison 

July 19 

Corporate Staff Induction 

Manor House Development Trust 

Queen’s Award Presentation 

Crosscutting police and Hackney 

Council Meeting with Cllr Selman 

Shoreditch Trust Board 

Dedication of PEER Gallery Hoxton 

Street Garden as Khadija Saye’s 

Garden 

July 18 

Interview with the Economist on 

Olympic Legacy 

Hackney Labour Group 

July 17 

Scrutiny Chairs Question Time with 

the Mayor 

July 16 

Hackney Fair Funding Protest with 

Deputy Mayor Bramble, councillors 

and Hackney parents and children. 

July 15 

Women’s Football Tournament at 

Mabley Green with the Speaker  

Trelawney Estate Funday 

July 14 

Hackney Citizens visits: St Monica’s 

Primary School, Randell Cramer 

Primary School, Hackney Community 

College, Ivy Street Nursey, & Hackney 

Foodbank. 

Hoxton Garden Primary School 

Summer Fete 
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borough that takes its environmental obligations seriously. Time is running out; 

let’s get to work.”   

To read the motion in full please visit: 

http://mginternet.hackney.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=29337  

To know more about the UK100 please visit: http://uk100.org/  

Our response to the petitions to install sprinklers 

 
Following the tragic events at the Grenfell Tower, we’ve put in place a number of 

measures regarding the fire safety of Council blocks across the borough such as 

by undertaking a comprehensive fire safety review, as well as a review of 

cladding used on Council blocks to provide residents with added reassurance. 

 

Sprinklers will be fully explored as part of these reviews and we will move to 

install them if recommended to do so by our independent fire adviser or 

following advice from the London Fire Brigade. In addition we will await with 

keen interest any interim findings and recommendations from the Public Inquiry 

into Grenfell and, as we did following the Lakanal House tragedy, respond quickly 

to them. 

 

Following the Lakanal enquiry, all low, medium and high-rise estate blocks were 

fire risk assessed, other work was also undertaken such as the hard wiring of 

smoke alarms and the upgrading and installation of fire safety doors and lighting 

– all of which fully met the recommendations. The Council has also continued to 

invest millions of pounds over the last five years to upgrade fire safety measures 

across all housing estates while carrying out annual Fire Risk Assessments to 

ensure that estates meet nationally-set fire regulations. 

 

We have robust procedures in place to ensure all blocks have an up-to-date fire 

risk assessment and we are reviewing these for medium to high rise blocks of five 

storeys or more and we are publishing them online. We are also meeting with 

Housing Associations to discuss fire safety. 

 

We completed an initial inspection of cladding within 48 hours of the fire, and we 

confirmed to the Department of Communities and Local Government that we 

have no blocks with cladding made of Aluminium Composite Material - the type 

used at Grenfell. We have also undertaken an independent review of all cladding 

on estate blocks. 

 

We have written to all estate residents to make sure they are kept fully informed 

of what actions we are taking to keep them safe while answering the most 

commonly asked fire safety questions, providing fire safety advice and Council 

contact details if they wish to raise any further questions or concerns. 

 

Following the comprehensive fire safety review, we are committed to keeping 

residents informed about what recommendations are being taken forward, 

including any decisions about the installation of sprinklers across estate blocks. 

 

 

East End Trades Guild Bastille Day 

Summer Party 

London 2017 ParaAthletics  

July 13 

Woodberry Down Roundtable 

   Housing Fire safety meeting 

Project Indigo Exhibition at Sutton 

House 

July 12 

Kingsmead Residents’ Assoc Meeting 

July 11 

London Councils Labour Group and 

London Councils AGM 

Regeneration staff meet the Mayor 

Hackney Wick business relocation 

meeting 

July 10 

Visited the new Pocket Housing 

development in Homerton with Cllr 

Moema 

Meeting with National Ugly Mugs with 

Cllr Selman 

Housing Design Awards – inc three 

Hackney winners 

July 9 

Filming about Frampton Baptist 

Church 

Nobu Hotel opening in Shoreditch 

July 8 

Marched with 150 Hackney Council 

Staff, the Speaker, Councillors & local 

organisations at London Pride 2017 

July 7 

Housing Fire Safety Meeting 

Glory Pride Gala at Stoke Newington 

Town Hall 

July 6 (Local Government Association 

Conference) 

 



   

  Page 4 of 16 

   
 

 

For more information about our fire safety work please visit: 

https://www.hackney.gov.uk/fra This page is also where we have started to 

publish all our Fire Risk Assessments. 

 

The Council also wrote to Councils and Housing Associations about issues we had 

with contractors engaged on Fire Safety works: 

http://news.hackney.gov.uk/council-writes-to-social-landlords-about-fire-safety-

concerns/ 

 

Updated statement from myself and Cllr Selman on the death 

of Rashan Charles 

 
"The death of Rashan Charles has left many people shocked, hurt and angry. It 

was extremely powerful to listen to the concerns, questions and fears of those 

young people who attended the meeting last night. We are committed to doing 

everything we can to make sure that those concerns are heard.  We welcome the 

very early involvement of the IPCC and their commitment to working with 

Rashan’s family and engaging with the community. Rashan should not have died 

on Saturday morning and it is vital that the investigation is as transparent, 

rigorous and thorough as possible.  In the meantime, we would urge people to 

engage with that process, to stay calm at this difficult time and to ensure protests 

are peaceful.” 

 

Since Mr Charles’ death myself and Cllr Selman have spoken to the Borough 

Commander Simon Lawrence, Janette Colins from the Crib, Hackney Council for 

Voluntary Sector, and the Independent Police Complaints Commission, 

Commissioner Cindy Butts. Cllr Selman took part with Cllrs Conway and Coban in 

the vigil outside Stoke Newington Police Station on Monday evening. 

 

We helped organise and took part in a wide ranging meeting with young people 

and their representatives at HCVS on Tuesday evening. Following that meeting 

we have taken concerns back to the Council, Police and IPCC and continue to 

have an open dialogue with the relevant stakeholders. We have through the 

Council reached out to the family and asked if they would welcome contact from 

either Caroline or myself, at this stage they have declined, but the offer of course 

remains open. 

 

Updates on the investigation from the IPCC are available here: 

http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/investigations/rashan-charles-metropolitan-police-

service   

 

In the meantime if you have any information that can help the investigation 

please contact witness_contact@ipcc.gsi.gov.uk    

 

 

   Hoxton West & Haggerston Labour 

Party Branch Meeting 

July 4 - 5 (Local Government   

Association Conference) 

  Met with the new leader of Camden 

Council – Cllr Georgia Gould 

  Met with East London Council Leaders 

to discuss the future of the LLDC 

 

July 3 

Raised the Rainbow Flag at Hackney 

Town Hall with the Speaker 

Took part in a debate with Hackney 

Wick Primary Schools 

Installed two time capsules with the 

Speaker and children from Milfields 

Primary Schools 

   July 2 

   Newham 10km Run 

   Day-Mer festival in Clissold Park  

   Eid Street Party in Stoke Newington 

 

July 1 

 

Coffee with Hackney South new 

members and leafleting 

 

Opening Discover Young Hackney’s 

takeover of Well Street Market 

 

Hackney Quest – Hackney 1000 sports 

day on Well Street Common 

 

Hackney North and Stoke Newington 

BBQ 

June 30 

Housing Fire Safety Meeting 

Mayor’s Casework Surgery 
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Launching the new Hackney 100 

Hackney Council is relaunching its innovative Hackney 100 programme this year 

and is calling for local businesses to sign-up to the scheme and support local 

young people in realising their ambitions. 

Following a successful pilot programme in 2014/15, the Council is re-introducing 

its paid work placement scheme for Hackney residents aged 16-19. The 

programme gives 100 young people who live or study in Hackney their first 

experience of the working world while enabling employers to attract and retain 

future talent. 

I said: “The Hackney 100 programme pilot was a huge success and saw our young 

residents take up placements across a whole host of industries. We want to make 

this year an even bigger success with more local businesses on board supporting 

even more young people across the borough. It is a fantastic opportunity for 

businesses to give back to the local community while also gaining a committed 

and enthusiastic employee that will complete real work and bring new skills to 

their company.” 

The roles that the Council hopes to secure will give young people an insight into 

future careers and the variety of opportunities available in Hackney as well as 

providing relevant experience and skills to make them more employable when 

they leave school, college or university. The Council will also be creating 25 posts 

internally to support the programme. 

If your business would like to be involved in the Hackney 100 programme, please 

email hackney100@hackney.gov.uk. For more information visit: 

www.hackney.gov.uk/hackney100   

Shhh… the new Community Library vans are here  

Hackney’s Community Library Service has taken delivery of two brand new 

electric vans, which can deliver in silence and with zero-emissions! This builds on 

a plan across the Council to have one of the greenest fleets in London – more 

details below. 

The Community Library Service acts as a lifeline for hundreds of local residents 

who are unable to get to a library to access books, films, music and jigsaws and 

will now be able to serve them much more efficiently, after replacing their diesel 

vans. 

Cllr Jon Burke, Cabinet Member for Energy, Sustainability and Community 

Services: 

 

Hackney NUT Equalities Event and 

Training 

Meeting with Catherine McGuinness, 

Leader of City of London Corporation 

Sanctuary Housing Community 

Awards 

June 29 

Bike Around the Borough with Cllr 

Demirci 

Meeting with St John, Hackney Church 

leadership team. 

Meeting with Centre for London 

   June 28 

Meeting with Ed Warner, Chair of 

London 2017 with Cllr Burke 

Hackney Council Child Safeguarding 

Training 

June 27 

Interview with the Financial Times on 

fire safety and social housing 

June 26 

Hackney Capital Investment Board & 

Britannia Board 

Hackney Schools Music and Dance 

Festival Launch Concert at the 

Barbican 

June 25 

Sylvester House ‘Flower Power Party’ 

to celebrate their community garden. 

June 23 

Meeting with Hackney Council, 

Graham Howgate (former Hackney 

LFB Cmdr), Independent Adviser and 

Cllr McKenzie on fire safety. 
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“The new Community Library vans are another sign of the Council’s commitment reduce the carbon emissions that are 

driving man-made climate change and improve local air quality. Our Community Library Service is now zero-emissions 

and the new vans will help the service in its fabulous work supporting isolated people in Hackney.” 

Recognised as one of the best in the UK, Hackney’s Community Library Service delivers to 750 active users. The service 

also provides additional support to people who are housebound, older, long and short-term sick, disabled and cared for, 

with its telephone reading group. 

Residents who would like to use the Council’s free Community Library Service can call 020 8356 5238 or go to 

www.hackney.gov.uk/community-library-service to sign up. 

Electric fleet Update 

Air pollution is a problem that we’re doing all we can to tackle, and this includes replacing diesel vehicles with electric 

ones in our fleet. 

By April 2018, the Council will be using over 40 electric vehicles, ranging from pool vehicles used by street engineers, 

vans used by maintenance teams, buggies for parks staff and mobile community library vans. 

The Council also has a number of pool bikes and cargo bikes that are used by staff to cycle around the borough. 

We’re also increasing the size of electric vehicle charging points across the borough, which means that more residents 

will have easy access to low emissions charging. 

The expansion of the electric vehicle charging network, which has seen the number of charging points in Hackney 

increase from 16 at 12 locations to 46 at 23 locations, reaffirms the Council’s commitment to improving London’s air 

quality. It’s the Council’s ambition that, from 2025, all households in Hackney will be less than 500 metres from a vehicle 

charging point. 

Hackney, Islington and Tower Hamlets councils have also partnered with the Zero Emissions Network to launch a new 

‘parklet’ on Calvert Avenue on the city fringe, which replaces two car parking spaces with seating, cycle parking and 

greenery. 

Article in the Local Government Chronicle on why ‘We must not give up the fight for control 

of education’ 

Since 2010, and the dawn of austerity, councils have been fighting valiantly on a number of fronts to maintain influence 

as well as services, but there is one area where we may have given up too easily, and that is education.   Central 

government has created a narrative where local accountability has been successfully demonised as ‘town hall 

interference’, a yoke from which schools need to be ‘freed’.  In turn local government has collectively failed to make the 

case for its own continued role. 

Hackney’s remarkable success story in education, on the surface, looks like a text-book case of why schools and councils 

don’t mix. Back in 1999, David Blunkett ordered that education should be removed from the control of the then highly 

dysfunctional Hackney Council, and in 2002 the Learning Trust was created, a not-for profit company to manage the 

borough’s schools.    
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Since then, Hackney’s schools have gone from being the worst in the country to amongst the best.  Our results are 

outstanding, and that success is shared by pupils from all backgrounds.  The Learning Trust story is widely known, but 

what is less so is the fundamental role played by the Council in delivering that success; through the first academies, a 

successful BSF programme, and a relentless focus on school improvement. Since the service came back in-house in 2012, 

we’ve maintained that focus, alongside the concept of a mutually supportive family of Hackney schools – whether 

maintained, academies or free schools – that reflects the values of residents.     

We’ve recently consulted locally on the future of education in Hackney. 3,000 responses later, and it’s clear where the 

majority of Hackney residents stand; anti-selection, anti-forced academisation, and in favour of the Council having a 

continued role, especially in ensuring fair admissions, SEND provision, and the provision of school places.   

The 2017 Conservative manifesto promised that every child should be able to attend a good or outstanding school. In 

Hackney we’ve already achieved that. Currently, 98.6% of our primary students attend a good or outstanding school, 

and 100% of our secondary students. Hackney’s success is put at risk by this Government’s dogmatic insistence that 

councils are bad for schools. If any of our schools fall behind, despite our outstanding track record in school 

improvement, they could be forced into the arms of an academy chain with no local connections, against the wishes of 

schools and parents.  Combine that with a proposed funding formula that could devastate London schools, and it really 

is time to fight.   

The days of the old-fashioned LEA are truly over, but local government needs to carve out a new role in relation to 

schools; based on leadership, local accountability and representing the values of the people we serve.   This fight is too 

important to give up on. 

 

Hackney calls on the Government to halt £25m schools funding cut 

Headteachers and governors across Hackney have joined council leaders to call on the Government to halt plans to 
cut more than £25 million from the borough’s schools. 

The letter to the Secretary of State for Education, Justine Greening, co-signed by myself and Deputy Mayor 
Anntoinette Bramble, also asks for an immediate clarification on funding. 

Last year the Government proposed to reform the National Funding Formula in a way which would have made 
Hackney schools £25 million worse off by 2019, one of the biggest cuts in the country. This translated to £914 less 
per pupil – or 692 fewer teachers across the borough. 

Ahead of the General Election, the Conservative manifesto then pledged no school would face budget cuts. 
However, in last month’s Queen’s Speech it was announced that reform of the Funding Formula would go ahead. 

The letter to Justine Greening, signed by 43 Headteachers and 36 Chairs of Governors, representing about 50 
secondary and primary schools, said: 

“Whilst we absolutely appreciate the need to see proper resourcing of schools across the country, the changes that 
were proposed before the election have caused huge concerns to schools and to parents, carers and learners 
across Hackney. The impact on our schools, our children, and their achievements, would be truly devastating. 

“We are writing to you to ask for you to formally reiterate that commitment to Hackney schools and parents, and to 
provide reassurance that school budgets in our borough will be protected. We are asking for your absolute 
assurance that those pledges made in your manifesto will be honoured, and that no school will be worse off, either 
in cash or real terms. 



   

  Page 8 of 16 

   
 

“Both you and the Prime Minister have expressed a commitment to meritocracy, to social mobility, and to making a 
first class education available to children from all backgrounds. Your manifesto states that every child should be 
able to attend a good or outstanding school. In Hackney, that is what we are already achieving. 

“Over the past 15 years, Hackney schools have been transformed from being the worst in the UK to amongst the 
very best. Hackney remains one of the most deprived areas of the UK, yet in education terms, our children are 
outperforming the national average by every measure. Most importantly, that success is not confined to those 
students from affluent backgrounds. Our children on free school meals are achieving some of the best results in the 
country for that group, and by some measures are outperforming the national averages for all children. 

“All of this achievement would be severely jeopardised by your pre-election proposals. Given that we provide one of 
the best education offers in the country, to one of its most deprived populations, this would surely be counter to 
everything you say you are trying to achieve.” 

A copy of the full letter is available here: https://hackney.gov.uk/media/9052/Letter-to-Justine-Greening-
MP/pdf/Letter-to-Justine-Greening-MP-National-Funding-Formula  

Springfield Park awarded National Lottery support  

The Council has received £3.3m from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Big Lottery Fund for the restoration of 

Springfield Park.  The project will restore the landscape and historic buildings within Springfield Park, drawing on its rich 

history and heritage. 

We’re delighted that we’ve received this support from the Heritage Lottery Fund and Big Lottery Fund. We have 

carefully considered the ways that we can generate income to pay for the maintenance of the park, whilst protecting the 

character and integrity of this much loved space for the next generation. The facilities will be a huge asset not only for 

this wonderful park but also the local area and it’s great to know that we are a step closer to preserving it for another 

century. 

Before applying for funding, the Council asked park users for their thoughts on what improvements they would like to 

see and developed its plans in partnership with Springfield Park User Group. The project includes refurbishing the park's 

buildings which date back to the mid-19th century, upgrading the footpaths, play equipment and gates, as well as 

working to preserve and enhance the park's magnificent landscape. 

One of the key elements of the new design at Springfield Park is to restore the stable block and replace the derelict glass 

houses with a new community space. The stable block will host small local businesses and the community space will host 

birthday parties, events and weddings. Any income from these buildings will then be reinvested back into improving the 

park. 

Green Flag Parks Update 
 

At the time of the 2014 manifesto we had 15 green flag parks in the borough and committed to maintaining our parks 

and green spaces to a high standard.  I’m delighted that we’ve since increased this total to 23, with the latest two - 

Stonebridge Gardens (known locally as Snake Park), in Haggerston and Kynaston Gardens in Stoke Newington – being 

confirmed this month. 

 

A recent makeover at Stonebridge Gardens saw the play area and mosaic snake refurbished, and an old piece of tarmac 

pitch replaced with brand new sports facilities. The park now boasts a games area for football, basketball and three 

table tennis tables. There is also a new entrance, benches and pathways. 
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Meanwhile Kynaston Gardens, a small green space in Stoke Newington, has had a new lease of life over the past few 

years thanks to £80,000 in funding, secured by the parks user group, which has seen the space become a community 

hub, with local growing projects, a children’s play area and two new painted murals. 

 

The Green Flag Awards mean they are now officially some of the best green spaces in Britain after both earned the 

national benchmark for the first time.  Hackney has one of the highest numbers of Green Flag parks in London. 

 

High quality, well maintained green spaces mean so much to all residents and communities. These awards demonstrate 

the hard work and dedication the Council’s Parks and Green spaces services put in every day to keep our borough green, 

clean and inviting. 

 

Hackney: Love happens here – London Pride and Hackney Pride 365 

 
Hackney was out and proud at this year’s Pride in London parade on Saturday, 8 July. Which saw nearly 150 people from 

Hackney – the borough’s biggest contingent ever – marching to support equality for LGBTQI+ communities in Hackney 

and across the globe. 

 

Council staff, the Speaker, councillors, local LGBTQI+ businesses, charities, community and youth groups walked 

alongside Hackney’s float for this year – a Council bin lorry – complete with rainbow flag touting waste operatives, 

whose message was: don’t trash love. 

 

The walking group included representatives from the Arcola theatre; Hackney Museum; Project Indigo; Sh! women’s 

store; St Joseph’s Hospice; The Glory; and Young Hackney. 

 

Nick Connaughton, Creative Engagement Manager at the Arcola, said: “We were honoured to march alongside 

representatives from across Hackney. Alongside the Mayor, council staff, residents, and our vibrant community and 

voluntary sector, the parade recognised that the LGBTQI+ community stands on the shoulders of those who have gone 

before, whilst reminding us of the work still to be done to achieve true equality. 

 

“The cheers and spontaneous chants of 'Hackney' from both ourselves, and the spectators along the route, reminded 

me how special the borough is, and continues to give energy to our efforts to make Hackney a safe, welcoming and 

inclusive place for everyone.” 

 

The slogan for this year’s Pride in London was ‘love happens here’, the Hackney contingent had a fitting tribute, which 

saw marchers wearing I Love Hackney rainbow heart T-shirts, a powerful symbol of the borough’s commitment to 

LGBTQI+ equality and a celebration of diversity. 

 

I said: “Being at Pride, with Hackney’s biggest ever contingent, we amplified the message, that we as a borough march in 

solidarity and positively affirm our passion for equality, challenging all forms of hate such as homophobia and 

transphobia, while celebrating and standing with the LGBTQI+ community, not only in our borough, but around the 

world.” 

 

There are many ways Hackney Council is celebrating and supporting the LGBTQI+ community. As well as taking part in 

the Pride in London parade, the Council has also launched Hackney Pride 365, a year-round, community-led festival that 

celebrates the borough’s historic, diverse and boundary-breaking LGBTQI+ community. 

 

Keep up-to-date, sign up to events, and find out more about Hackney Pride 365 by following: #Pride365, 

www.facebook.com/hackneypride365; or visit: www.hackney.gov.uk/lgbt.  
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‘Put words into action’ - government urged to act now on letting fees ban 

 
The government has been urged by Hackney Council to act now to end letting fees for private renters after failing to 

provide a clear timescale to introduce its own measure. 

 

The government first announced last year that letting fees, such as charges for signing new tenancy agreements, would 

be banned in England. The measure was then included in the Draft Tenants’ Fees Bill in June’s Queen’s speech, but 

without a clear legislative timetable for its implementation. 

 

The letter to Housing Minister Alok Sharma MP from the Mayor of Hackney, Philip Glanville, and Mayoral Advisor for 

Affordability and Private Renting and Affordability, Cllr Sem Moema, requests full details on when the ban will come in 

and assurances that the proposal will not be watered down. 

 

This comes after Hackney Council last week became the first council in England to introduce a voluntary scheme 

encouraging letting agents to scrap letting fees as part of its Better Renting campaign - a new commitment to creating a 

fairer system for Hackney’s 32,000 privately renting households. 

 

Research shows that renters pay an average of £400 in letting fees per tenancy, with many paying upwards of £500. 

With a two-bedroom home in Hackney now costing on average £1,820 per month – over £300 more than it did in 2011 – 

these fees are contributing to private rents becoming increasingly unaffordable even for people on middle incomes. 

 

I said: “We have long campaigned for letting fees to be banned and deposits to be capped so that renters in Hackney 

and across the country can stop paying rip-off charges for basic tasks such as administration, credit and immigration 

checks. Having previously promised to sort this out the government is now dragging its feet, leaving 32,000 private 

renters in Hackney and millions more across the country still paying these unreasonable sums. 

 

“We’re now the first council in England to offer our own voluntary ban so that renters here will not have to wait yet 

longer to benefit. We strongly urge the government to follow our lead and tell us when the full letting fees ban will be 

put into place without any further delay. 

 

Download a full copy of the letter to Housing Minister Alok Sharma MP here: 

http://news.hackney.gov.uk/download/416173/aloksharmamp.pdf  

 

Better Renting campaign launches to support Hackney’s private renters 

A new commitment to supporting Hackney’s 32,000 private renting households begins today as Hackney Council 

launches its Better Renting campaign with a fortnight of action to promote a fairer private renting system. 

With two in three private renters in Hackney saying their repairs aren’t done when needed, a third of privately rented 

homes nationwide failing to meet basic standards, and local rent levels increasing 20% over the last five years, the 

Better Renting campaign will focus both on supporting private renters and working with landlords and letting agents to 

offer a fairer deal to tenants. 

Activities taking place during as part of the Better Renting campaign will include: 

• Pop-up stalls around the borough for private renters to get support and advice from renting experts. 

• Getting landlords trained up through the London Landlords Accreditation Scheme. 
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• Writing to government setting out the changes we want to see to create a fairer private rented sector 

• Direct contact with local landlords so that they fully understand their responsibilities. 

• A poster and social media campaign to raise awareness of the current challenges in the private rented sector. 

• Further announcements will be made during the course of the fortnight. 

Councillor Sem Moema, Mayoral Adviser for Private Renting and Housing Affordability said: 

“With more than 12,000 households on our housing waiting list and homeownership unrealistic for so many, the 

number of private renters in Hackney continues to grow and is becoming the only option for much of the borough. 

“Which is why our new Better Renting campaign is so important. It shows our commitment to creating a fairer and 

more transparent system for private renters in the borough, not just by calling on the Government to introduce the 

regulations the sector needs, but also by supporting private renters here in Hackney and encouraging local landlords 

and letting agents to be responsible and do the right thing.” 

For full details of the Better Renting campaign, visit www.hackney.gov.uk/better-renting or follow #BetterRenting on 

Twitter. 

‘Scrap letting fees now’, says Hackney Council as pioneering new scheme launches 

A pioneering new scheme has launched today as Hackney Council aims to become the first borough in England to 
scrap letting fees for private renters, ahead of a formal ban by government. 

The scheme will see Hackney Council call on letting agents in the borough to volunteer to stop unfair charges for 
private renters for services such as processing, amending or renewing a tenancy agreement, which can often run 
into hundreds of pounds. It forms part of Hackney Council’s new Better Renting campaign which promotes a fairer 
private renting system for Hackney’s 32,000 private renting households. 

The announcement comes in light of Government proposals to ban letting agent fees in England – but without 
setting out when or how this will come into force. By introducing its own scheme, Hackney is looking to ensure local 
renters can start to benefit straight away. 

And the scheme already has its first member, with independent Stoke Newington letting agents Julian Reid Estate 
Agents – who already avoid charging lettings fees to renters – backing the campaign. 

Cllr Sem Moema, Mayoral Advisor for Private Renting and Housing Affordability said: 

“We have long called on the Government to take action to stop this extortionate financial burden placed on private 
renters. But, in the absence of any real change on the ground, we’re taking matters into our own hands and are 
working directly with local letting agents to create a fairer and more transparent private renting system in Hackney, 
starting now. 
 
“We’re encourage all lettings agents in Hackney to sign up scrap the fees. Not only will this help local businesses 
get ahead of the competition in advance of any full ban by Government – we want to demonstrate that Hackney is a 
progressive, forward-thinking borough that is committed to creating a fairer and more transparent system for its 
private renters.” 

Letting agents can register interest in the scheme or find out more by contacting Eshe Deodat-Hill on Eshe.Deodat-
Hill@Hackney.gov.uk. 

Download a full copy of the letter to estate agents here: 
http://news.hackney.gov.uk/download/410817/lettingagentpdf.pdf  
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From Andy Warhol to Hackney Wick 

Starting with the explosion of pop art in the 1960s, Warhol to Walker: American prints from pop art to today, displays 

works on loan from the British Museum by celebrated artists including Andy Warhol, Robert Rauschenberg and Kara 

Walker alongside Hackney artists. 

This free special exhibition explores the influence print movements have had on art in the borough from the 1960s 

right through to today. 

Neil Martinson, one of the local artists featured in the display, said: "Hackney in the 70's and 80's was a cultural desert. 

It was like everything was in monochrome. Cinemas were closed, buildings were falling down, grim pubs littered the 

streets. I was just out of Hackney Downs School where our wonderfully subversive teachers had introduced us to the 

likes of Warhol, Picasso, and William Blake. Suddenly there was colour and there was politics. It was about changing 

Hackney for the better." 

The exhibition juxtaposes world famous art with works from local print studios such as the one based at Chats Palace, 

Homerton. These studios used silkscreen and lithographic techniques to produce posters promoting political 

movements, protest and community events. 

As part of the exhibition the British Museum’s Catherine Daunt will be giving a one-off talk – From Warhol to Wick – 

supporting the display and reflecting on issues of gender, power and race through movements such as pop art, 

minimalism and photorealism. The talk takes place at Hackney Museum on Thursday 27 July, 6.30-8pm, entry is free. 

There will also be free family pop and play events on Thursday 3 and 10 August 1-3pm. Materials will be provided for 

children to make their own creations based on artworks in the exhibition. 

This display is a British Museum Partnership Exhibition. Generously supported by the Dorset Foundation. The 

exhibition runs from 11 July – 16 September. 

To find out more about the exhibition, how to book onto events or to find out about opening times please visit: 

www.hackney.gov.uk/museum  

Consultations and campaigns: 

Have your say on future uses of Stoke Newington Town Hall 

Work space, housing, a restaurant, performance and exhibition spaces are just some of the proposals being considered 

to breathe new life into Stoke Newington Town Hall and Library. 

The core functions of the buildings – the Council Chamber, which is used for weddings and celebrations, and the library – 

will remain, but it is hoped the new additions will make better use of these important, but under-used, public buildings 

and also raise money to contribute towards vital maintenance works and securing their future as public facing buildings. 

The Grade II listed Town Hall and the Library are some of the borough’s key landmarks, but many parts of the buildings 

are vacant or underused. The buildings are becoming increasingly expensive to maintain. In recent years the Council has 

spent over £5m refurbishing them and it is estimated that a further £10m will be needed to protect and maintain these 

important community assets. 

Residents are now invited to have their say on plans for the future use of the historic buildings. This follows an initial 

public consultation in October 2016 to gather ideas, which are being considered in this phase of the consultation. These 

proposals are all subject to planning and/or listed building consent but residents’ feedback will help shape a Planning 

and Design document, which will guide the future development of the Town Hall campus. 
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Suggestions include introducing workspace and/or studios and non-residential uses such as a health clinic or specialist 

education centre on the first and ground floors of the Town Hall building, which currently house vacant and underused 

offices. 

The Assembly Hall and adjoining rooms could either be retained as they are or be converted to be used as a 

performance space or conference space. The Data Centre and Civil Defence buildings to the rear of the site could be 

refurbished or redeveloped to accommodate much needed housing or office space. 

The Library will remain as it is, but ‘click and collect’ retail lockers could be introduced into the foyer. The former 

Reference Library is currently used as a storage facility for the Community Service Library – this could be moved 

elsewhere, and the space used to either extend the current library or introduce a restaurant or café. 

To have your say, pick up a copy of the questionnaire at Stoke Newington Library or complete one online 

at www.hackney.gov.uk/spd 

The consultation is open until 14 August 2017 

Drop-in sessions, for residents to speak to the Council’s planning team about the consultation, will be held at Stoke 

Newington Library on: 

• Wednesday 9 August 4-6pm 

One Account: Check parking permits and if you’re registered to vote 

Residents in Hackney can now go online to check whether they’re registered to vote, in what is thought to be a first 

nationwide, as part of two new features of the Council’s One Account application. 

The changes come as part of an update to One Account, which will also allow residents to check and order parking 

permits using the system. 

One Account is the Council’s one-stop shop for services online, where residents can easily access Council services, such 

as Council Tax, housing repairs, business rates and Housing Benefit. It can be accessed using any computer, tablet or 

smartphone. 

The Hackney One Account is an easy way for residents to access Council services online. Residents have told us that 

they’d like to be able to go online to check whether they’re registered to vote ahead of elections, which they can now 

do on One Account. Residents will also be able to request a postal vote online as part of the changes. The addition of 

the parking feature means that far more people will be able to access their Council services in one place. 

As a Council, we want to get more residents using our services online, because it’s much quicker for them and costs us 

over eighty times less than face-to-face transactions, so our limited resources can be spent on front-line services. 

The new parking feature of One Account will link directly to the eStreet system that residents already use to manage 

their parking permits, and will display information about their parking permits on the One Account dashboard. 

Sign-up to the One Account here: http://www.hackney.gov.uk/one-account  

Wick Road Consultation  

We want to create high quality environments that are safe, healthy and pleasant to live in, work and visit. Key to this 

aim is a movement towards streets that are not dominated by cars. 

We propose to make the Wick Road area more pleasant for people to walk and cycle, including pupils, parents and 

teachers at St Dominic’s Primary School. 
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We consulted on a design in 2015, and received a number of comments and suggestions. This design has taken many 

of those suggestions into account, including: 

• keeping the contra flow cycle link between Bradstock Road and Barnabas Road 

• better and safer off-road cycle routes 

• reducing the volume and impact of on-street and footway parking 

• addressing concerns with accidents and speeding 

• improving the walking environment 

To find out more please visit: https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/streetscene/wick-road-improvement-scheme/ 

Have your say on anti-social behaviour in Hackney 

Hackney Council is launching a consultation to find out what residents think about its approach to anti-social behaviour 

in the borough. 

The consultation, which takes place over summer, comes as the Council’s own enforcement service is being 

restructured to create more enforcement officer posts and create a greater presence on the streets. 

Anti-social behaviour (ASB) can include lots of different types of behaviour that occur in different circumstances, 

however the focus of the Council’s consultation is on ASB where there may be a link to support needs, such as 

substance misuse or mental health issues. This can include begging, some kinds of anti-social street drinking, street 

urination and defecation and ASB associated with sex work, all of which the Council wants to resolve but can often 

prove challenging to address without causing unintended harm. 

The Council’s current approach in these circumstances is to offer support to help people access the help they need. 

Enforcement action is taken as a last resort, where people have refused the Council’s help and continue to cause anti-

social behaviour. 

Cllr Caroline Selman, Cabinet Member for Community Safety and Enforcement has said: 

“We want to do all we can to ensure that residents do not have to suffer the misery that anti-social behaviour can 

cause, which can have a significant impact on their quality of life. 

“Sometimes those who commit anti-social behaviour have support needs. This is particularly the case with behaviour 

such as begging, some cases of anti-social street drinking, urination or defecation and anti-social behaviour associated 

with sex work.  In these cases it’s important that we get the balance right between enforcement and support to ensure 

we are responding in a way that is both effective and fair. Addressing the underlying causes of ASB also means that we 

can be more effective in protecting residents from ASB in the long-term.  

“We already think carefully about this but we think it is important to involve residents in that discussion, to hear their 

views and learn from their experience and perspectives.” 

As part of the consultation, residents are asked about Hackney’s approach to anti-social behaviour, and whether they 

would support the Council setting up a redirected giving scheme, where residents could donate to a fund that gives 

grants to support vulnerable people who are begging in Hackney. 

The results of the consultation will feed into Hackney’s public space anti-social behaviour strategy. 
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The consultation closes on 24 September. Residents can have their say here: 

https://consultation.hackney.gov.uk/programmes-projects/anti-social-behaviour-in-hackney  or by calling 020 8356 

3170 to request a paper copy of the consultation. 

Previous Motions and policy updates 

The 2018 Manifesto – this process will kick off after selections have concluded in the Autumn. More 

information will be circulated in due course. 

Update – NHS Motion 

COMPOSITE MOTION ON NHS FROM LEA BRIDGE BLP, STOKE NEWINGTON BLP AND DALSTON BLP  

Please find below a response form Cllr Jonathan McShane, Cabinet Member for Health, Social Care and Devolution 

We call on our local authority to join together with other to publicise widely the details of all proposed cuts and 

changes to local NHS services, to oppose cost-driven cuts, and to make clear their outrage at lack of public 

consultation on details of these proposals. 

The Cabinet Member for Health, Social Care & Culture has written to Jeremy Hunt expressing our deep concern 

about the lack of effective consultation with local people in the drawing up of the North East London STP. Hackney is 

in close contact with other boroughs in North East London who share our concerns about the substance of the plans 

to date and the limited consultation with local people. The Mayor, through London Councils, is involved in developing 

a response from Labour councils across London to the STP process. Hackney Council will continue to do everything in 

its power to raise awareness of any changes that will have a negative impact on the health of local people.  

As a first step, we call on local authorities to refuse to sign up to any STP, until the local proposals have been 

published in detail and subject to full consultation and consent from local clinicians and patients.   

Hackney Council has not signed up to the North East London STP. The Council’s Cabinet agreed a position statement 

setting out our concerns about public engagement and consultation, engagement with local authorities and the risk 

the STP process could undermine our excellent local work on joining up health and social care more effectively. We 

have also made clear we will not sign up to a plan that involves raiding Hackney’s NHS budget to fill gaps in the 

finances of outer London areas. 

We oppose the closure of the pathology laboratory at Homerton Hospital  

Hackney Council is concerned about the possible impact on patient care of changes to the pathology service at the 

Homerton Hospital. We are in regular dialogue with the Homerton and have made our position clear as well as 

speaking at public meetings about the potential impact of any changes in pathology provision in Hackney 

NHS March 

Hackney’s Labour Councillors and Mayor gave vocal support to the NHS march and worked hard to raise awareness 

amongst members and local residents. We were proud to attend the march alongside a large contingent of local 

people. 
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Visiting, speaking and reporting back to branch Labour Parties 

I visited Hoxton West and Haggerston in July. I’m keen to book new dates in the Autumn, not September because it 

clashes with some AGMs. If you want to invite me please email philip.glanville@hackney.gov.uk  

Since being elected last September I have been to Wick, Victoria, De Beauvoir, Homerton, King’s Park, Clissold, Stoke 

Newington Branch, Hackney Central Labour, Hoxton West and Haggerston Party Meetings. That’s 11 branches as well 

as Hackney Momentum and the Coop party. 


