
Project Background
Erewash Borough Council (EBC) provides a range of services 
including refuse and recycling, planning, parks and culture and 
leisure. It also controls the award-winning Erewash Museum.

J Tomlinson was appointed by the Council to undertake a highly-
anticipated redevelopment scheme across Toll Bar House – one of the 
most distinctive buildings in Ilkeston.

The 3-storey building, which was declared “unlettable” by the 
Council in 2020 due to its non-energy efficient design, underwent a 
comprehensive refurbishment scheme to form 27 managed offices, 
plus kitchen and bathroom facilities.

Completed in Autumn 2021, the project was Highly Commended at the 
East Midlands Energy Efficiency Awards 2021 (‘Large Scale Project 
of the Year’ category) in testament to its environmental and social 
contributions.

Client:
Erewash Borough Council

Value: 
£976k

Duration:
February - September 2021

Summary of works:
• Specialist energy and water 

efficiency upgrades

• Energy efficient 
improvements

• Internal refurbishments

• Local and national funding

“Our partners have done an amazing job in bringing this vital project to fruition. Toll Bar House is 
such a landmark building and its transformation has been nothing short of remarkable. We can 
now offer high quality opportunities to small businesses in a green, climate-proactive building. 
We would like to thank all involved in bringing this ambitious project to life.” 

- Councillor Michael Powell, Erewash Borough Council’s Lead Member for Regeneration and Planning

Erewash Borough Council
Refurbishment and modernisation of Toll Bar House, Ilkeston



Maximising energy efficiency 

A significant element of works focused on modernising and future-proofing the 
81-year-old building, with J Tomlinson undertaking specialist energy efficiency 
upgrades to improve the Toll Bar House’s environmental rating and lower 
carbon emissions, whilst helping to contribute to EBC’s target to decarbonise 
its assets by 2050. These improvements have included:

• Roof-mounted solar PV

• Solar PV battery storage

• Energy-efficient storage heaters

• LED lighting throughout the building

• Replacement and upgrade of all windows 

• New thermal insulation

Introduction of battery storage will serve to strengthen Toll Bar House’s 
newly energy efficient status by allowing the Council to store excess energy 
generated by the solar panels, which can then be released when needed. As 
well as helping to significantly reduce electricity bills and carbon emissions, 
this type of solar storage also helps to decrease reliance on the national grid.

Application of the new technologies and improvements made to the fabric of 
the building is expected to reduce carbon emissions by 13 carbon tonnes per 
annum – the equivalent of 8.7 homes’ electricity use for one year.

Project 
Achievements

J Tomlinson’s Approach

Contributions to local economy

The project is expected to create over 90 jobs in the area, providing future 
Toll Bar House occupants with the flexibility to combine spaces and create 
larger letting units. Upon completion of the project in autumn 2021, 16 of 
the 27 newly-refurbished/created offices had already been secured by local 
professionals.

Funded project 

The project received £425,000.00 worth of funding from D2N2’s Local Growth 
Fund, which supports projects that ‘benefit the local area and economy’.

In addition, J Tomlinson worked closely with the Council to secure a further 
£126,000 from Salix Finance’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme, 
which is aimed at helping local authorities with projects specifically designed to 
improve energy efficiency, reduce carbon emissions and lower energy bills.

• ADDITIONAL REVENUE 
GENERATED VIA FUNDING 
- the secured grant funding 
will provide the Council with 
additional revenue spread 
over the lifecycle of the newly 
refurbished building.

• REGIONALLY-RECOGNISED 
PROJECT - The project was 
Highly Commended at the East 
Midlands Energy Efficiency 
Awards 2021 (‘Large Scale 
Project of the Year’ category) in 
testament to its environmental 
and social contributions

• ADDED VALUE -  J Tomlinson 
assisted Erewash Borough 
Council’s Green Space team in 
planting the summer bedding 
on Ilkeston’s White Lion Square 
island – which is overlooked by 
Toll Bar House

• STRENGTHENING THE 
LOCAL ECONOMY - The 
project is expected to create 
over 90 jobs in the area. Upon 
completion, 16 of the 27 newly-
refurbished/created offices had 
already been secured

• REDUCTION IN CARBON 
EMISSIONS - Application 
of the new technologies 
and improvements made to 
the fabric of the building is 
expected to reduce carbon 
emissions by 13 carbon tonnes 
per annum


