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FOREWORD

FROM  
THE  
EDITOR

he racing and bloodstock industry is nothing if 
not determined. Over the last two years, we have 
marvelled at how resilient the market has been, how 
seamlessly race meetings across Britain took place 

behind closed doors, and the lengths to which trainers and 
owners have gone to attend the world’s biggest racedays.

We open this Spring 2022 issue of The British Briefing with 
a look back on how a steely defiance on the part of British 
trainers towards Covid-19 and Brexit related difficulties 
resulted in a record year globally in 2021 (page 4). The fact 
that the collective level of success was achieved despite a 
65% drop in the number of overseas runners in recent years 
is quite astonishing. Needless to say, the International Racing 
Bureau, who explain the feat in greater detail, have played a 
vital role in enabling these overseas British success stories.

Jump forward a few months to this spring, and it was Archie 
Watson who drew first blood for Team British Racing on the 
world stage, as Outbox kept intact a perfect record for the 
trainer in Qatar (page 5). More recently, John Gosden (page 
20) and Owen Burrows (page 6) have landed significant 
results for key owners at Meydan. 

On the breeding front, it is perhaps easy to forget that 
the domestic National Hunt breeding industry is, by some 
way, an underdog versus its Irish and French counterparts 
in terms of sheer numbers, producing around 25% of the 
foal crops found in those countries. British-bred jumpers 
achieving more than one might expect based on population 
size has been a recurrent theme throughout this season,  
and this was no more evident than on opening day of the 
2022 Cheltenham Festival, when geldings bred on home 
shores scored a Grade 1 treble (pages 7-8).

With the Flat season now underway, the GBRI team is 
busy planning for Royal Ascot. Among the horses that 
will hopefully be making the journey over to the world’s 
most prestigious race meeting in June is Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Fillies Turf winner Pizza Bianca. As James Delahooke 
explains in ‘News and views from agents’ (pages 15-16), 
the filly’s ascent to Grade 1 winner is just reward for the 
faith that owner Bobby Flay placed in Delahooke’s “DGB” 
recommendation purchase at Tattersalls back in 2014!

But perhaps the most unwavering faith and determination 
displayed by an individual featured in this issue of The British 
Briefing is that of Her Majesty The Queen, whose Platinum 
Jubilee year will be celebrated up and down Britain in the 
coming weeks. To mark the moment, we also take a look back 
at John Berry’s excellent three-part series on Her Majesty’s 
longstanding commitment to the turf (page 21).

We hope you enjoy this Spring 2022 issue of The  
British Briefing.

Minty Farquhar 
GBRI General Manager

T
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Please note that published articles included in The British Briefing have retained their original wording.
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Longines World Racing Awards 
BRITAIN LEADS THE WAY 

British-trained ADAYAR and MISHRIFF were 
joint top-rated turf horses in 2021, along with 
Tattersalls Book 1 graduate ST MARK’S BASILICA
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Defying Covid and Brexit: British runners 
plunder a record total in overseas earnings 

Well, well, well. Against all the odds, 2021 turned out to be quite a year for British-trained horses 
abroad. Not just a good year, but an all-time record year, in terms of money earned at least.

F TOP 20 BRITISH TRAINERS BY 2021 OVERSEAS EARNINGS
rom mid-November onwards, it was 
a nail-biter to see if the previous best 
of £29.7 million (set in 2018) could 
be exceeded. Then, in Hong Kong 

on December 12, the exploits of Pyledriver 
(second to Glory Vase in the HK Vase) and 
Dubai Honour (fourth behind Loves Only You 
in the HK Cup) at Sha Tin, a venue where the 
Brits had made little impact since 2012, raked in 
over £577,000 to ensure that a new benchmark 
would be set.

Furthermore, 11 days later the £30 million 
barrier was breached when Charlie Fellowes 
pulled off a remarkable 1-2-3 in Qatar’s Al 
Rayyan Stakes with three horses that he had 
bought at the sales less than two months 
earlier, all bound for Qatari trainers but having 
their one-and-only outing for their temporary 
Newmarket-based handler.

The bottom line 
is, with less than 
65 per cent of the 
foreign runners 
that they have 
been sending out 
in recent years, 
British trainers 
managed to accrue 
a record amount 
of overseas prize 
money during 
2021. That is some 
achievement.

Nick Scholfield celebrates Gr.3 success on British 
point-to-point graduate Sky Pirate

Mishriff winning the Saudi Cup. His prize money total last year was the biggest factor enabling 
British runners to break the country’s overseas earnings record. 

Stan Moore put a full stop on the tally with 
the £10,000 his Magical Wish pocketed 
for finishing second in the Al Dana Cup in 
Bahrain on New Year’s Eve itself, and a new 
high of £30,100,716 earned over the previous 
12 months was inscribed in the record books.

The onset of post-Brexit travel regulations? 
No problem. A global pandemic making 

international travel more difficult? No problem. 
Owners being anxious about foreign forays in 
uncertain times? No problem.

As published by Thoroughbred Racing 
Commentary, 30 January 2022, by James Crispe



5  |  SPRING 2022  |  THE BRITISH BRIEFING

idden handily throughout the 
1 mile 4 furlong contest, jockey 
Hollie Doyle kept things simple 
on the seven-year-old gelding, 

sending him into the lead rounding the 
home bend and keeping French challenger 
Mutabahi at bay by half a length at the line. 
Fellow Team British Racing traveller Fox Tal 
picked up third place honours for Andrew 
Balding and owners King Power Racing Ltd.

Outbox, a son of 2021 champion sire 
Frankel, followed in the hoofprints of former 
stablemate Maystar, who won the Al Rayyan 
Stakes at Doha in 2019. The result means 
that both horses that Watson has so far 
selected to compete at Doha have brought 

R

British success in Qatar as Watson & 
Hambleton Racing strike again
Outbox became the second horse to carry the Hambleton Racing silks to victory in Qatar when 
winning the $1million Local Group 1 H.H.The Amir Trophy for British trainer Archie Watson.

home Qatari riches for their connections.

Speaking to GBRI after the race, Watson 
commented:

“It was an absolutely incredible result in 
Qatar with Outbox winning such a valuable 
race. Hollie gave him a fantastically well-
judged ride. I am delighted for Hambleton 
Racing who are such great supporters of the 
yard and are having their second big winner 
in Qatar after Maystar won the Al Rayyan 
Stakes for us in 2019. 

Well done to my team for their hard work, 
especially my assistant Stephanie Joannides 
and his regular rider Lauren Smith, who have 
both travelled him to Doha. Thanks must also 

go the Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club for 
all of their assistance and organisation with 
travelling the international runners.”

It was an absolutely 
incredible result in 
Qatar with Outbox 
winning such a 
valuable race. 
Archie Watson
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s private trainer for Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
until his death early last year, 
Burrows had been the fortunate 

beneficiary of a steady stream of Shadwell 
stars, such as Markaz and Minzaal, ever since 
he took up the mantle at Kingwood House in 
Lambourn in 2016. 

But 2021 brought about significant change for 
Burrows, as Shadwell, under the new direction 
of Sheikha Hissa Hamdan, embarked upon a 
well-documented cutback in the operation’s 
number of horses in training.

Change is often uncomfortable, but with 
change comes opportunity, and Burrows, 
who was formerly assistant to revered trainer 
Sir Michael Stoute, has displayed nothing 
but admirable willingness to embrace the 
opportunity of reverting to a public stable. 

His track record of 11 Group wins since 2016 
and a winning ratio of 19% over the last five 
seasons will do him no harm in his search for 
new owners. Among those who are enlisting 
the Brit’s services this year are Sheikh Ahmed 
Al Maktoum and Ahmad Al Shaikh. In recent 
weeks, Burrows has further enhanced his 
reputation in the UAE, as he produced his 
first ever runner at Meydan, Hukum, to win 
the Group 2 Dubai City Of Gold. 

Certainly, this understated but talented trainer 
is doing plenty to ensure this new dawn is a 
bright one.

As published by Ten Furlongs Dubai World Cup 
Gold Souvenir, March 2022

A

A bright new dawn for Burrows
2022 heralds a new dawn for Owen Burrows. 

It would be of little 
surprise to see more 
UAE owners’ silks on 
the tack room wall 
at Farncombe Down 
Stables, Burrows’ new 
Lambourn base.
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C onstitution Hill kicked off 
proceedings with a scintillating 
performance in the Grade 
1 Supreme Novices’ Hurdle, 

putting twenty-two lengths between him 
and stablemate Jonbon at the line and setting 
a new course record in the process.

The five-year-old son of Blue Bresil, who was 
standing his first season at Yorton Farm 
Stud at the time of conception, was bred by 
Sally Noott. He was a £120,000 purchase 
for owner Michael Buckley at the Goffs UK 
Spring Horses In Training/Point-to-Point Sale 
last year. Prior to that, he was sold as a foal 
for €16,500 by Throckmorton Court Stud 
on behalf of Worcestershire-based Noott.

Speaking with GBRI after the race, Noott 
reflected:

“What a horse. It’s everything you dream of 
really. I’m a very small breeder and horses 

British breeders rule on 
opening day of Festival  
with Grade 1 treble
British breeders were responsible for no less than three Grade 
1 winners on the opening day of the 2022 Cheltenham Festival 
in what was an impressive display of the British National Hunt 
breeding industry’s emphasis on quality over quantity.

Constitution Hill

like this don’t happen to me. I’ve only ever 
had one horse that’s taken me to Cheltenham 
that I’ve raced myself, but to have one that 
I’ve bred is what you dream of. It’s incredible.”

Edwardstone then triumphed in the Grade 
1 Arkle Challenge Trophy Novices’ Chase for 
Norfolk-based owner-breeders Robert Abrey 
and Ian Thurtle. A winner at the top table 
already this season, the result represented 
Edwardstone’s fifth successive victory over 
the larger obstacles.

What a horse. 
It’s everything 
you dream of 
really. I’m a very 
small breeder 
and horses like 
this don’t happen 
to me.
-  Sally Noott  

Breeder, Constitution Hill 
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“From 
comparatively 
small foal 
crops, British-
bred jump 
horses 
demonstrate 
they can not 
only compete 
but succeed 
at the highest 
levels of the 
sport.” 
-  Claire Sheppard,  

CEO of the Thoroughbred 
Breeders’ Association 

Honeysuckle

Constitution Hill

Edwardstone

Abrey and Thurtle bred the hardy eight-year-
old from point-to-point winner Nothingtoloose, 
who was purchased by Abrey at the Spring 
Horses-in-Training Sale at Doncaster in 2009 
for £22,000. Edwardstone, her only foal to 
race to date, is a son of former multiple time 
Champion National Hunt sire Kayf Tara, 
who is now retired from his stallion duties at  
Overbury Stud.

Speaking of how Edwardstone has exceeded 
all expectations, Abrey told ITV after the 
race: “This was never the dream, we were just 
trying to breed a nice horse out of a couple 
of point-to-point mares we had.”

For a second consecutive year, the feature 
race of the opening day, the Grade 1 
Champion Hurdle Challenge Trophy, went the 
way of the extraordinary and still unbeaten 
Honeysuckle. The win represents the mare’s 
15th straight victory, a 11th at Grade 1 level 
and a third Cheltenham Festival success.

Bred by Dr Geoffrey Guy at The Glanvilles 
Stud in Dorset, home of stud co-owners 
and managers Doug and Lucy Procter, 
Honeysuckle is a daughter of the late 
Yorton Farm sire Sulamani and is one of 
three winners out of the late Lando mare 
First Royal, who was twice Listed-placed over 
hurdles in her native Germany.

A flagbearer for British National Hunt 
breeding for the last three seasons, she 
has now earned over £1,180,000 for owner 
Kenneth Alexander.

Reflecting on the flurry of success for 
British breeders on the first day of the 
Cheltenham Festival, Claire Sheppard, CEO 
of the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association, 
commented:

“It is fantastic to see three British-bred Grade 
1 winners on the first day of the Cheltenham 
Festival. From comparatively small foal crops, 
British-bred jump horses demonstrate they 
can not only compete but succeed at the 
highest levels of the sport. 

“The TBA’s NH Elite Mares’ Scheme that offers 
subsidised stallion fees for qualifying mares is 
encouraging more top-quality mares to stay 
in Britain and incentivising more British studs 
to stand jump stallions. The strategy for the 
future of jump breeding in Britain continues 
to be focussed on quality over quantity. 

“Our congratulations to the breeders 
of Constitution Hill, Edwardstone and 
Honeysuckle for such outstanding 
achievements on the racecourse.”
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Tattersalls Cheltenham Festival Sale produces  
an outstanding session of trade

f the 26 lots offered, 23 lots sold 
(88 per cent) for an aggregate 
of £3,353,000, an increase of 53 
per cent compared with the last 

staging of the sale in 2020 and the second-
best turnover ever achieved at the sale. The 
average of £145,783 was on a par with 2020, 
while the median showed an increase of four 
per cent to £120,000. Three lots sold for 
over £300,000.

Kudasheva (Lot 18), by Pour Moi and out 
of the Hernando mare Daboya, sold for the 
evening’s top price of £370,000.

Her dam boasts a superb NH pedigree – she is 
a half-sister to Don Cossack (Sholokhov), a 17-
time winner, who won six Grade 1 over fences, 
including the Cheltenham Gold Cup in 2016. 

After a fantastic day’s racing on Day 3 of the Cheltenham Festival, the day’s fast-paced action 
continued into the Tattersalls Cheltenham Festival Sale producing an outstanding session of trade. 

“The fierce 
competition that 
we have witnessed 
on the track was 
mirrored in the sale 
ring, with leading 
trainers and agents 
from both the UK and 
Ireland competing for 
the next generation 
of stars.” 

Matt Prior, Head Of Sales 
Tattersalls Cheltenham 

O RECORD PRICE FOR A BRITISH-TRAINED 
POINT-TO-POINT FILLY.

Tom Ellis and Gina Andrews’ G & T Racing sold Kap D’Attente (Lot 10), a filly by 
Kapgarde, to Peter Molony’s Rathmore Stud for £160,000. It is a new record price 
for a British-trained point-to-point filly.

Photo credit: Tattersalls

Add in promo sale video 
Film to be embedded 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcwfLiiQvdA

Head to GBRI’s YouTube account to watch the full video with G & T Racing.
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Tattersalls appoints new overseas representatives 

ina Rau is a successful 
and well-respected 
bloodstock consultant 
having established 

Tina Rau Bloodstock in 2010. A 
graduate of the first Godolphin 
Flying Start course, Rau has herself enjoyed considerable 
success at Tattersalls on behalf of German clients having 
purchased 2020 German 2,000 Guineas winner FEARLESS 
KING at Book 2 of the Tattersalls October Yearling Sale for 
175,000 guineas. 

han’s role will be 
focused primarily on 
promoting Tattersalls 
sales in Hong Kong, 

but will also encompass both 
Macau and Singapore. Chan, who 
recently moved to Newmarket from Hong Kong, is a well known 
and respected figure in Hong Kong racing having worked for 
the Hong Kong Jockey Club for nineteen years as a TV reporter 
and analyst on the raceday broadcasts televised live from 
both Sha Tin and Happy Valley Racecourses. In addition to his 
raceday role in Hong Kong, Chan also covered international 
race meetings in Dubai, Japan and Singapore on behalf of 
the Hong Kong Jockey Club and is currently a contributor 
to the Chinese language Hong Kong racing publication Hong 
Kong Daily News. 

ina Henriksson has 
enjoyed a highly 
successful career as 
an amateur jockey and 

now holds an amateur trainer’s 
licence as well as practising as a 
physiotherapist and an equine therapist. Based at Bro Park in 
Sweden, Henriksson has developed an extensive client portfolio 
during her professional career and takes over from the retiring 
Lennart Jarven who has been Tattersalls representative for 
more than 30 years. 

T

C

T
Tina Rau  Germany 

“Tattersalls has always been held 
in the highest esteem by German 
breeders, owners and trainers.”

“Tattersalls is widely regarded as 
the European market–leader.”

“I am relishing the opportunity to 
bring clients from Sweden, Norway 
and Denmark to Newmarket to buy 
at the numerous market-leading 
sales staged by Tattersalls.”Ben Chan  South East Asia 

Tina Henriksson  Scandinavia 

163 high-quality juveniles are catalogued for the Tattersalls 
Craven Breeze Up Sale which last year alone produced unbeaten 
European Champion two-year-old Native Trail, winner of the 
Group 1 Dewhurst Stakes and Group 1 National Stakes, and 
two further Group 2 winning two-year-olds in Asymmetric and 
Go Bears Go.

All 163 lots are eligible for the £250,000 Tattersalls Royal Ascot/
Group 1 Bonus, won in its inaugural year by Native Trail. The 
scheme offers a £125,000 bonus for the first Craven Breeze Up 
winner of any of the six two-year-old races at the Royal Meeting 
and an additional £125,000 bonus to the first Craven Breeze Up 
winner of any of the 15 European Group 1 races open to two-
year-olds. This is in addition to the £15,000 Tattersalls Craven 
Breeze Up Bonus which has rewarded the owners of horses 
bought from the Craven Breeze Up Sale with nearly £500,000 
in bonus prize-money since its inception in 2019.  

The catalogue features own or half brothers and sisters to 27 
Group or Listed winners. In addition there are a further 24 two-
year-olds out of Group or Listed winning mares catalogued. 

Tattersalls Craven Breeze Up Sale:  
Monday 11th – Wednesday 13th April
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Small breeders are the life blood of the industry and at this year’s Cheltenham Festival,  
each of the four British-bred winners were produced by smaller entity breeders.

he four-day Festival of high-
class action got underway in the 
best possible start from a British 
perspective, with Constitution Hill 

romping clear of a high-class field in the 
Supreme Novices’ Hurdle. A previous winner 
at the top table, having annexed the Tolworth 
at Sandown Park in January, the five-year-old 
son of Queen Of The Stage provided breeder 
Sally Noott, who has only a handful of mares, 
with her biggest success.

His victory was swiftly followed 35 minutes 
later by that of Edwardstone, owned and 
bred by Robert Abrey and Ian Thurtle, out of 
Nothingtoloose, who is currently their only 
mare. Purchased after winning a British point-
to-point, they continued to race her in that 
sphere, but without success, before being bred 
from and Edwardstone or Eddie as he is known 
to connections, is the mare’s second foal.

Both Queen Of The Stage and Nothingtoloose 
continue to be bred from which is exciting for 
both sets of breeders. 

Day one turned into a day of delight for the 
British National Hunt breeding community 
when Honeysuckle’s success in the Champion 
Hurdle became the cherry on top of the cake. 
The first three top-level contests of the meeting 
taken by British-breds.

Honeysuckle truly has been the poster girl 
for British National Hunt breeding in recent 
times and the eight-year-old, who was bred 
by Dr Geoffrey Guy at the Glanvilles Stud in 
Dorset, was making it 16 wins from as many 
starts when landing back-to-back victories in 
Britain’s premier hurdle race of the season.

There was to be a fourth British-bred winner 
at the 2022 Cheltenham Festival in the shape 

of Third Wind. An eight-year-old, who was 
bred by and still owned by Mouse Hamilton-
Fairley, he was winning for the sixth time in 
18 starts. This family has been nurtured by 
Hamilton-Fairley’s family for a few generations 
with her mother, Anne Plumber, having bred  
Third Wind’s dam, Act Three and his grandam, 
the Old Newton Cup heroine Rada’s Daughter.

The TBA congratulates each of the four 
breeders and their connections for their 
success at this year’s Cheltenham Festival.

To find out more about getting 
involved in breeding racehorses in 
Britain visit the TBA’s Broodmare 
Ownership Guide or contact the 
TBA office on +44(0)1638 661321.

T

Small breeders star  
at Cheltenham Festival  
 

Honeysuckle

Constitution Hill Edwardstone
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GBB Jumps winners:

126
GBB Flat winners:GBB Jumps  

bonus payments:

£1,566,375

GBB Flat  
bonus payments:

£3,234,500

Total bonus payments:

£4,800,000219

If you like a lot of money from  
your winner, join our club! 

More than £3 million in GBB  
bonuses already paid out to owners 

Be sure to buy GBB fillies at the Breeze Up Sales and  
#WINWIN up to £20,000 with a fully registered filly.

 We’re delighted that RIBBON ROSE has secured another GBB bonus. Her record is now 
two wins from two runs and two GBB bonuses, taking her total prize money to more than 
£40,000. She is an exciting filly to have in the yard.

Marco Botti, trainer of multiple-bonus winner RIBBON ROSE

 When I was looking through the February sale catalogue, OBTAIN stood out due to 
her being qualified for the full £20,000 GB Bonus, and having shown a level of form that 
would give her a strong chance of winning one, I was delighted to get her for 24,000gns. 
Considering there was such a good chance of recouping a large part of the purchase 
price by winning a GBB race, it was very easy to pitch her to owners. The number of races 
that come with the bonus attached meant we had several chances to try to win one if we 
weren’t successful the first time. I will very much be looking for similar opportunities to 
purchase qualified horses at the sales in future.

Alice Haynes, trainer
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News and views from agents
ALEX ELLIOTT

A Plus Tard topped off an impressive 
week at the Cheltenham Festival for 
renowned British based breeding & 
racing operation Cheveley Park with 
a runaway victory under Rachael 
Blackmore in the Gold Cup.

Rachael made history by being the first 
female rider to win Cheltenham’s blue 
riband event and ensured it was an 
unforgettable week for the Cheveley 
team who were awarded leading owner 
at the Cheltenham Festival for the 
second consecutive year.

Looking ahead to the flat season, 
there are a nice bunch of two-year-
olds due to run soon. One of them 
being a colt named Redemption Time, 
he was bred by Cheveley Park Stud 
and I purchased him at last year’s 

WILL DOUGLASS

British-bred Nuance (Frankel X 
Intimation) has been flying the flag for 
Gordon-Watson Bloodstock in Qatar. 
I purchased the Cheveley Park bred 
three-year-old at the 2021 Tattersalls 
Horses in Training Sale to be exported 

to Qatar. On his first start on the 
23rd of December, he won the Al 
Rayyan stakes impressively by three 
and a half lengths to bring home a 
1, 2, 3, 4 in the race for horses I had 
purchased. 

This was merely a warmup for 
Nuance’s biggest success when 
landing the Al Rayyan International 
Mile (Group 2) in February. In what 
was a carbon copy of his December 
race, he won in good style by two 
lengths to make it a 1,2 in the race for 
the me. It was the fourth consecutive 
year I have sourced the winner of the 
race. Nuance has so far won a total 
of £168,000 in prize money since 
being purchased 42,000 Guineas and 

will look to keep his unbeaten record in 
Qatar intact when running on the Amir 
Trophy day in April.  

We have had a total of seven winners 
at Qatar’s February meeting and have 
enjoyed a good start to 2022 not just 
in Qatar but also in Hong Kong, where 
Turin Redsun looks to be a horse to 
follow having run competitively in the 
Triple Crown series and being unlucky 
to finish second in the Hong Kong 
Classic Cup.

“Sourcing the winner of the Gold Cup, 
the most prestigious event in the British 
NH Calendar is by far one of my biggest 
achievements to date. A real privilege 
to be able to do this for the Thompson 
family and their iconic Breeding & 
Racing operation Cheveley Park Stud. 
It was the most magical day, and huge 
credit goes to all those involved.”

Goffs UK Premier Yearling Sale. He is in 
training with Clive Cox and I am excited 
to see him debut shortly.
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JAMES DELAHOOKE

I have been engaged for some time in 
trying to accumulate a band of Crown 
Jewels in terms of foundation mares for 
American celebrity chef Bobby Flay. It is 
very difficult (nay impossible) for a tax 
paying citizen of a democracy to compete 
at auctions with tax-collecting rulers and 
sovereign wealth funds.

The only possibility that occasionally 
arises is when the sans budget advisors 
are asleep at the wheel.

Lot 318 in Tattersalls October Yearling Sale 
in 2014 is a case in point. A stunning filly 
by the best sire in the world out of a mare 
who has already bred a Derby winner 
(Pour Moi). They are not going to miss this 
one are they?

In my days of doing the same job for 
Prince Khalid Abdullah’s Juddmonte 
Farms I used a valuation called DGB 
to indicate to the Prince when I was 
determined to buy something. It stood 
for DON’T GET BEAT.

Lot 318 is a DGB. I sat under the tree in 
Somerville Paddock and watched her 
come and go from box 374 row R as the 
staff at Camas Park Stud showed her, 
and showed her.

The more I watched her demeanour 
coupled with her physical perfection 
the more sure I became that Bobby Flay 
must own her. The chef hasn’t got to 
where he is by being a muppet - I think 
he sensed that I had never pushed him 
so hard on a yearling. So like the good 
man he is he stepped up to the plate 
and hit a home run. 1.2 million guineas 
(£1,575,000) to you and me. And the 
few people who could and should have 
bought her were asleep. Or so I thought.

Have a care how you name your horses. 
Bobby bestowed on his new prize 

Galileo filly the name White Hot. To my 
great shame and chagrin she was anything 
but. VERY SLOW would have better 
described her. John Gosden did his best 
but could find no semblance of athletic 
talent. A second opinion from Joseph 
Patrick O’Brien and a racecourse trial at 
Dundalk confirmed the diagnosis - White 
Hot was not!

Bobby Flay was a perfect gentleman and 
sportsman. He took it on the chin and 
never criticised or rebuked me - not to my 
face anyway! Galileo mares have shown 
some affinity with Fastnet Rock, so the 
mating took place and White Hot flew 
to Stone Farm in Paris, Kentucky to join 
Bobby’s broodmare band.

In the spring of 2019 she duly foaled a 
lovely Fastnet RocK filly which Bobby 
names Pizza Bianca.

She won the 2021 Group 1 Breeders Cup 
Juvenile Turf and has been invited to 
contest the Group 1 Coronation Stakes at 
Royal Ascot in June. PHEW!
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Team British Racing: from Qatar  
to Dubai via Saudi Arabia
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 Qatar: Fox Tal - Andrew Balding

 Saudi Arabia: Happy Power - Andrew Balding
 Dubai: Dubai Honour - William Haggas

 Saudi Arabia: Oscula - George Boughey

 Qatar: Outbox - Archie Watson

 Saudi Arabia   Dubai: Pogo - Charlie Hills

 Saudi Arabia   Dubai: Pyledriver - William Muir

 Dubai: Alenquer - William Haggas
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 Dubai: Sir Busker - William Knight

Catch up on the  
TBR highlights on 
TWITTER now...

#TEAMBRITISHRACING

 Dubai: Alignak - Jamie Osborne

 Dubai: Rodrigodiaz - David Simcock

 Dubai: My Oberon - William Haggas
 Dubai: Mohaafeth - William Haggas

OSCULA ran at the Saudi Cup  
meeting for trainer @gbougheyracing.

@stanmooreracing talks  
about THE WIZARD OF EYE 
and the Saudi experience. 

William Muir @Muir_Grassick  
makes the case for PYLEDRIVER. 

@osbornejamie on ALIGNAK prior 
to the Dubai World Cup meeting. 

KVT Racing Syndicate Manager  
@HoskinsSam ahead of SIR BUSKER’s 
run at Meydan. 



rankel’s half-brother to Stakes 
winners and Group 1 placed Lily’s 
Angel and Zurigha, Lot 30 from 
Church Farm & Horse Park Stud, 

was the next highest priced breezer and will 
head to Japan having been purchased by 
Hirokazu Okada of Big Red Farm for €520,638  
(AED 2,100,000). 

Among the draft from Aguiar Bloodstock was a 
son of Kingman out of Raskutani, whose seven 
winners from seven runners include Group 
winner and Classic placed Agent Murphy and 
Global Heat who is multiple Group placed 
in the UAE. The colt (Lot 40) sold to Peter & 
Ross Doyle Bloodstock for €495,846 (AED 
2,000,000). Another popular member of the 
sale topping Powerstown Stud consignment 
meanwhile was a Mo Town colt (Lot 59) that 
was knocked down to Prince Fasil Khalid bin 
Abdulaziz also for €495,846 (AED 2,000,000). 

F

The inaugural Dubai Breeze-Up Sale in association with Goffs drew 
buyers from all over the globe to the winner’s enclosure at Meydan 
where a son of Dubai World Cup winner Curlin (Lot 45) topped a 
vibrant first sale. Offered by Tom Whitehead’s Powerstown Stud, 
the colt out of two-time winner Saucy Dame was purchased by 
Mohammed Al Subousi for €619,808 (AED 2,500,000). 

It was some evening, 
some privilege, and 
some atmosphere. 
Henry Beeby, Group Chief Executive

The sale opened in style with Lot 1, a Gun 
Runner colt out of multiple Group winning 
dam Bank Audit, selling for €347,092 (AED 
1,400,000) to Dr Jim and Fitri Hay who also 
went to €396,677 (AED 1,600,000) late in 
the evening for a filly by Into Mischief out of 
Group 2 winner Ageless (Lot 67). Both Lots were 
offered by Micky Cleere’s MC Thoroughbreds.

GOFFS UK BREEZE UP 
SALE AT DONCASTER 
Tuesday 19th - Thursday 21st April

The Goffs UK Breeze Up Sale at Doncaster 
is the Royal Ascot two-year-old sale having 
produced six Royal Ascot winners in the 
last six years – the most recent being last 
year’s Group 2 Norfolk Stakes winner Perfect 
Power who went on to win two Group 1 
races last season. 

Other leading two-year-old graduates in 
2021 included the joint sale topper Twilight 
Jet who won the Group 3 Cornwallis Stakes 
and the unbeaten Light Infantry who won 
the Group 3 Horris Hill Stakes and is being 
aimed at the Classic three-year-old races 
this season.

This year’s sale will offer 186 two-year-olds 
by leading sires and consignors and features 
siblings to top horses such as California 
Chrome, Quick Suzy and The Mackem Bullet.
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Vibrant first Dubai 
Breeze Up Sale
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Dubai World Cup 
Dettori delight as Lord North 
dead-heats before World Cup win

J

Defending champion Lord North and Japanese runner Panthalassa shared the spoils after a dead-heat 
was called at the end of a thrilling renewal of the Dubai Turf at Meydan.

As published by Racing TV  
on 26 March 2022.
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ohn and Thady Gosden’s Lord North 
was a decisive winner of the nine-
furlong Group 1 12 months ago – 
readily accounting for Vin De Garde 

(third here) by three lengths.

A year on it was much tighter between the 
pair, with the trio involved in a pulsating 
three-way finish.

Panthalassa, whose trainer Yoshito Yahagi 
had already saddled Bathrat Leon to win the 
Godolphin Mile and Stay Foolish to land the 
Dubai Gold Cup, made much of the running 
under Yutaka Yoshida – and looked likely to 
hold on racing inside the final furlong.

But Dettori refused to give in aboard Lord 
North, who answered his every call, while Vin 
De Garde lunged late and almost joined the 
pair on the line.

After checking the photo, the judge was 
unable to split Panthalassa and Lord North 

and announced a dead-heat, with Vin De 
Garde narrowly behind in third.

John Gosden said: “We were fortunate as we 
got ourselves in a Japanese sandwich, but 
this horse is so tough.

“The whole idea of giving him a peep down 
the road at Lingfield was that it could be the 
perfect prep. He’s a bit of a veteran now, but 
I was thrilled with our boy how he managed 
to get back just in time.

“We will take him home, but in theory the 
Prince Of Wales’s Stakes will be the next 
target.”

Dettori was relieved after the victory, saying: 
“A stride after the line I was third, so to be 
involved in the winner’s photo I was delighted. 
To get a dead-heat is great.”

Team British Racing representatives, 
ALIGNAK (GB), PYLEDRIVER 
& SAFFRON BEACH, gave great 
performances to finish 4th in their 
respective races.

Eclipse award winner YIBIR (GB) 
rallied in the Gr.1 Sheema Classic but 
just missed, finishing second by a neck.

The Richard Hannon-trained HAPPY 
ROMANCE made a strong bid in the 
Group 1 Al Quoz Sprint, taking the 
runner-up spot.

The horse nearly 
died last year and 
just to get him back 
is an achievement. 
To get him to run like 
that is even better. 
I’m delighted we’ve 
defended our crown, 
even if we’ve had to 
share it! 
John Gosden



19  |  SPRING 2022  |  THE BRITISH BRIEFING

n Great Britain, the monarch’s love of 
the sport can be traced back at least 
500 years to the passion which the 
Stuart kings brought to Newmarket and 

thus established the town and its Heath as 
the centre of the racing world. King Charles 
II famously rode in races on the Heath, while 
the following century Queen Anne’s love 
of the sport resulted in a racecourse being 
founded on Ascot Heath in 1711, a short 
carriage-ride from Windsor Castle. Racegoers 
at Royal Ascot are reminded of her creation 
every year when the meeting starts with the 
Group 1 Queen Anne Stakes.

No monarch, though, has given a greater 
commitment to the sport over a longer period 
than Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, whose 
70 years on the throne represent seven 
decades as the greatest, most passionate, 
unwavering and knowledgeable patron any 
sport could ever have.

I Looking back over the past 70 years, royal 
racing memories come flooding back. Aureole 
came so close to a royal Derby victory in 
Coronation Week, while Dunfermline’s 
Silver Jubilee Oaks triumph was perfectly 
timed. Looking ahead, we can dream that 
the Queen’s Reach For The Moon, a Sea 
The Stars, grandson of Phantom Gold, can 
win this year’s Derby. Trained by John and 
Thady Gosden, he may well be able to do 
just that, judged on his win in the Group 3 
Solario Stakes at Sandown last September. 
He is currently fourth favourite for the race.

We shall leave the last word on Her Majesty’s 
place in the sport to the Aga Khan III, taken 
from his forward to Cope’s Royal Cavalcade 
of the Turf: “Racing has been fortunate to 
have Royal Patronage from the time of the 
Stuarts down to today, but never has it 
been so fortunate as at present in having a 
Monarch who is not only interested in, but 

has knowledge of racing, horse breeding and 
the history of the sport and great industry 
into which it has developed.” Those words 
were very true when they were written in 
1953. They are even more true today.

As published by TDN, February 2022, by John Berry

Seventy glorious years:  
Her Majesty’s longstanding 
commitment to the Turf
Racing, the king of sports, has been the sport of kings and queens since the dawn of time. 
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Photo credit: Megan Rose Photography
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11th - 13th APRIL
TATTERSALLS CRAVEN BREEZE UP
STAR GRADUATE: NATIVE TRAIL

19th - 21st APRIL
GOFFS UK BREEZE UP
STAR GRADUATE: PERFECT POWER

26th - 28th APRIL26th - 28th APRIL
TATTERSALLS GUINEAS BREEZE UP
STAR GRADUATE: TRUESHAN

Photo credit: Sarah Farnsworth

Great British Racing International is British 
horseracing’s dedicated service provider, 
commiied to helping international parties to 
navigate the esteemed networks that make up 
the British racing and bloodstock industry.

GBRI offers a concierge service that provides 
knowledge and insights, opens doors and knowledge and insights, opens doors and 
facilitates introductions, delivering fast-track entry 
into the thrilling world of British racing and breeding.

GBRI offers a 360-degree service from initial interest 
to point of investment, along with ongoing support 
and engagement. 

International investors can feel secure that GBRI 
is an impartial, not-for-profit organisationis an impartial, not-for-profit organisation
recognised by British racing’s industry bodies.

Whether you are aaending the 2022 British 
breeze up sales in person or need to bid online, 
for information about how GBRI can assist you, 
contact:

Amanda Prior
Client Relations ManagerClient Relations Manager
aprior@greatbritishracing.com
+44 (0) 7471 216 075

BRITISH BREEZE UP SALES
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From The Horse’s Mouth: Q&A

Which is your favourite 
British racing festival  
and why?

What do you predict for 
the remainder of 2022 for 
your side of the industry?

What do you feel the 
British racing industry 
does well?

Give us a British horse to 
follow for 2022 and why?
 

1
Q

2
Q

3
Q

4
Q

QUESTIONS
Royal Ascot obviously is completely 
unrivalled. The prestige, the pageantry and 
the international flare are incomparable to 
that of any other big race meet. It is where so 
many dreams are made or shattered, and the 
quality of racehorse and racing throughout is 
outstanding. It simply is irreplaceable.

On a personal level, it’s an exciting year on 
the track for Time Test and Aclaim as they 
both have their first Classic crop, hopefully 
building on the promise they showed as 
2yo’s. In a broader sense, I think we will see 
a continuation of the post-pandemic recovery 
in the sale ring given the strong sales market 
we saw last year. This coupled with our strong 
nominations sales this year gives me great 
encouragement going forward.

Something I feel we are beginning to build on 
well is syndication. The ‘little guys’ are proving 
you can compete against the big powerhouses 
– Flooring Porter, Marie’s Rock and Love Envoi 
to name a few. Similarly, the National Stud are 
doing all we can to compete in our industry 
by teaming up to buy stallions such as Lope 
Y Fernandez, an initiative that is looking very 
promising and something we can build on 
going forward.

 Love Interest – a Time Test filly who was the 
sire’s sole representative from his first crop in 
Book 1. She was a good foal but made up into 
an even better yearling and sold for 72,000gns 
to Joe Foley. She stayed on well to win her 
debut on the all-weather in October and will 
likely progress well with time and a longer trip.

Jamie Jackson  
Nominations Manager  
at The National Stud
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Royal Ascot is the pinnacle for flat 
trainers. It is our Olympics and it is where 
everyone wants to have a winner. 

It will be great to get back to a full season 
with a normal race programme and most 
importantly owners and crowds at the 
races after a couple of seasons that were 
heavily affected by the pandemic. 

British Racing puts out a great varied 
product. Whether it's Flat or National 
Hunt, varied courses, types of race, 
distances etc. which you wouldn’t have 
from the vast majority of other racing 
jurisdictions. 

Glen Shiel has been very consistent 
in top level sprints over the last two 
seasons and I hope he can have another 
good year. 

Archie Watson  
Trainer

1
A

2
A

3
A

4
A

Photo credit: Sarah Farnsworth
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Royal Ascot epitomises everything that is 
good about British flat racing. Everyone 
strives to have a runner there; it’s highly 
competitive which makes it even more 
special when you’re lucky enough to have 
a winner there. I was fortunate enough 
to own a piece of ‘The Grand Visor’ when 
he won the Ascot Stakes and I’ve never 
had a feeling like it.

I feel the market will be very strong. 
People love action and the sales 
certainly provides that, however the 
best of our bloodstock will continue to 
be sold abroad. 

Whilst it’s important to continue trading 
globally, we're letting go of such quality 
bloodlines, which in the long term will 
potentially have a negative impact on 
the future breeding sector within Britain 
and Europe.

A day’s racing in Britain is always so 
special and it’s hard to replicate overseas. 
Comparing the experience to the other 
countries we haven’t lost our style; the 
problem for us is its currently style over 
substance, which in the long run will 
prove hard to be sustainable.

I am looking forward to Redemption Time 
running who is in training with Clive Cox. 
A 2yo colt by Champion Sprinter Harry 
Angel who was bred by Cheveley Park 
Stud, he topped last year’s Goff’s UK 
Premier yearling sale at Doncaster. Clive 
believes that he is very much in the same 
mould as he father, and we’re excited to 
see him debut shortly.

Alex Elliott  
Bloodstock agent
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The Chester May Festival is a not to be 
missed event in the calendar. It comes 
on the back of the first Classics at 
Newmarket and the racing is high quality, 
be that juveniles, Classic contenders or 
in high-level handicaps. Being just a mile 
round means that as a spectator you 
are always close to the action, and it is 
always an enjoyable experience. Once 
the racing is over, head into the city for 
an always enjoyable evening.

There were several promising first season 
sires in Britain last year and it will be 
interesting to see how Ardad, Time Test 
and Ulysses get on in 2022. The latter 
especially, whose progeny should come 
into their own over a bit more distance 
– his season got off to a great start with 
Piz Badile winning the Ballysax Stakes.

 The industry has shown great innovation 
in recent years, devising various self-
help incentive schemes. The GBB scheme 
has been game-changing with almost £5 
million paid out in less than two years, 
twenty per cent of which has gone to 
breeders. It has meant that purchasers 
have changed their buying regards fillies, 
which can only be a good thing.

Nashwa. Well fancied in the betting, this 
daughter of Frankel was not streetwise 
enough on debut in a back-end 
Newmarket novice but showed plenty 
of promise. She hit the line well despite 
stumbling going into the dip and should 
have learned plenty from an educational 
ride. She looks the type to be tried in 
one of the good fillies’ maidens at either 
Newbury or Sandown in April before 
living up to her pedigree and being of 
Stakes class – her dam Princess Loulou 
was runner-up in a Prix Jean Romanet.

Rob Davey  
Bloodstock Executive  
at the TBA
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My favourite British race meeting is the 
Cheltenham Festival. The standard of 
racing is very high, also the atmosphere 
is electric, especially on the first day. 
The roar from the crowds fills you with 
excitement.

I can’t see any reason why the market 
shouldn’t stay strong like it was last year, 
unless levels of inflation affect things, but 
hopefully they won’t.

British racing does look after its 
spectators and its owners very well.

Constitution Hill’s four-year-old half-
brother, who should make his debut 
for Jonjo O’Neill later in the year. I don’t 
know his name yet.

Sally Noott 
Breeder
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