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FOREWORD

FROM  
THE  
EDITOR

t was a truly dazzling performance at York Racecourse 
in August that prompted Jim Crowley to label Baaeed 
“the perfect racehorse”. The facile victory well and 
truly cemented the Shadwell homebred’s world-

leading status, and he now sits a full nine rating points 
clear at the top of the turf division of the World’s Best  
Racehorse Rankings.

At the time of writing, a total of 20 turf horses across the 
world hold a rating of 121 or above. Notably, 11 of those hail 
from a British training establishment.

The fact that over half of the world’s top-rated turf racehorses 
today represent Britain – being in the hands of seven different 
trainers – is testament to the British racing and bloodstock 
industry’s enduring strengths: to the quality of horses 
produced and offered at sale in Britain; to the strength in 
depth of the training ranks in Britain; to the care and standard 
of facilities that thoroughbreds are offered across Britain; 
to the high standard of Britain’s flagship races.

Over the new few weeks, as Britain’s autumn racing calendar 
reaches a crescendo and the world’s most hotly anticipated 
turf yearling sales get underway, Great British Racing 
International will be bringing you a showcase of the best 
of British racing and bloodstock, as told by leading figures 
from across the industry.

The aim? To focus the world’s attention on the fact that to 
invest in British Racing is to Invest in the Best.

On investinthebest.co.uk and across Great British Racing 
International’s social media platforms, you will find stories 
that give the British racing and bloodstock industry its well-
earned reputation as a world leader.

As ever, The British Briefing features a round-up of key stories 
from the last three months. Among the headliners are several 
horses who are due to round off their season at Britain’s 
autumn showpiece meeting, QIPCO British Champions Day 
on Saturday 15th October, namely Baaeed, Inspiral, perhaps 
Eldar Eldarov, too.

Also featured are a handful of horses who are regulars on 
the world stage, and whose trainers once again have their 
sights on international prizes, namely Alpinista, Saffron 
Beach and Dreamloper.

But before we get to these stories, we take this opportunity 
to pay tribute to Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, whose 
contribution to British racing was immeasurable and will be 
greatly missed.

We hope you enjoy this issue of The British Briefing.

Minty Farquhar 
GBRI General Manager

I
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Racing loses an extraordinary figurehead as  
Queen Elizabeth II dies aged 96
Queen Elizabeth II, the United Kingdom’s longest-reigning monarch and the world’s 
most recognised, respected and revered supporter of horseracing, has died aged 96.

H
Racing became known as her primary interest, 
so much so that in all but exceptional 
circumstances she annually attended the 
Derby at Epsom and then every day of Royal 
Ascot, which has traditionally begun with a 
royal procession, in which the Queen travelled 
up the racecourse in the opening carriage. She 
was this year unable to attend either Epsom 
or Ascot due to mobility issues.

Monaveen, owned jointly with her mother, 
became the Queen’s first winning racehorse 
when she was still Princess Elizabeth in 1949.

Thereafter her horses won four of the five 
British Classics. Carrozza lifted the 1957 Oaks 
under Lester Piggott, Pall Mall took the 1958 
2,000 Guineas and in 1974 Highclere captured 
the 1,000 Guineas before completing a Classic 

double in the Prix de Diane at Chantilly.
Dunfermline, arguably the Queen’s greatest 
horse, completed a Classic brace of her own 
when landing both the Oaks and St Leger in 
her owner-breeder’s 1977 silver jubilee year.

Aureole came closest to giving the Queen 
a Derby triumph when finishing second in 
1953, one year before his victory in the race 
named after her parents, the King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth Stakes. More recently, 
Carlton House came home a close third for 
the Queen in the 2011 Derby.

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by Racing Post,  
8 September 2022, by Lee Mottershead

er Majesty will be mourned across 
all parts of the globe, not least by 
those who have shared her love 
of racing, the sport for which she 

was a figurehead throughout an extraordinary 
reign. The announcement of the Queen’s death 
came in a statement posted by Buckingham 
Palace at 6.30pm. It said: “The Queen died 
peacefully at Balmoral this afternoon.

“The King and The Queen Consort will remain 
at Balmoral this evening and will return to 
London tomorrow.”

The royal family issued a statement on behalf 
of the Queen’s eldest son and heir, now King 
Charles III.

He said: “The death of my beloved mother, 
Her Majesty the Queen, is a moment of the 
greatest sadness for me and all members of 
my family.

“We mourn profoundly the passing of a 
cherished sovereign and a much-loved mother.

“I know her loss will be deeply felt 
throughout the country, the Realms and the 
Commonwealth and by countless people 
around the world.

“During this period of mourning and change, 
my family and I will be comforted and 
sustained by our knowledge of the respect 
and deep affection in which the Queen was 
so widely held.”

The Queen was twice Britain’s champion 
Flat owner, yet although those titles were 
claimed in 1954 and 1957, she continued to 
enjoy considerable success over the following 
decades, perhaps most famously when in 
the summer of 2013 Estimate carried her 
iconic silks to Gold Cup glory at Royal Ascot, 
the fixture more associated with her than  
any other. After acceding to the throne 
following the death of her father King George 
VI in February 1952, the Queen announced she 
would continue to race and breed the royal 
string of horses, with which she had been 
fascinated since childhood.
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How The Queen was still gripped by 
racing and mating plans in her final days
John Warren, the royal bloodstock adviser, reveals a monarch besotted by racing.
Remarkably, it was just two months ago, a July day whose perfect yet poignant  
story can now be told for the first time.

T
marvellous encounter that set the tone for 
what was to follow.

The Queen was shown each yearling, one 
by one. It had already become apparent to 
Warren that they were directly beneath the 
Heathrow flightpath, as a result of which 
Memory’s daughter crouched down to 
inspect an aeroplane that suddenly appeared 
overhead. The Queen watched on, fascinated, 
enthralled and excited.

“To have such high-quality horses paraded 
in front of the Queen was a wow moment 
– it was a wonderfully warm feeling to see 
her so thrilled,” says Warren, for whom 
this represented arguably the apogee of 
his employment with the sport’s most 
famous owner-breeder. For years they had 
worked together to improve the quality of 
her broodmare band and the profile of the 
stallions the mares visited. Never before had 
the end results contained such justifiable hope 
of future glories.

“When horses aren’t bred as well as these are, 
breeding often dictates the end result,” says 
Warren. “In the past we’ve been excited about 
the physicality of the yearlings, but when 
they were by mid-range stallions you could 
kid yourself as to how high they might climb.

“I think the Queen was very proud to see the 
green shoots starting to properly come back. 
The record number of winners we had last year 
was tremendous and helped to invigorate the 
understanding that we’re now a hare’s breath 
from getting some really lovely horses.

“The great tragedy for the Queen is I think 
she has bred her best crop of yearlings this 
year. History will prove me right or wrong, 
but I believe the current crop could go all the 
way. I really do think the Queen has a serious 
chance of leaving a very important legacy.”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by Racing Post,  
20 September 2022, by Lee Mottershead
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he Queen was in residence at 
Windsor, where a few weeks earlier 
she had watched both the Derby and 
Royal Ascot on television. Mindful 

of the mobility issues that forced the sport’s 
most revered individual to forgo the pleasure 
of attending those events in person, John 
Warren had arranged for her to receive some 
particularly special visitors.

Temporarily stabled in the royal mews were 
15 of Her Majesty’s latest crop of yearlings, 
superbly prepared by the teams at her 
studs. In normal times, the Queen would 
have relished travelling around those farms 
to inspect them. This time they had come 
to her. One or two had the sort of normal 
conformation issues well known to a breeder 
of such longstanding, yet among the babies 
waiting to parade were thoroughbreds rich in 
quality, by super stallions and out of precious 
mares like Estimate, Memory and Diploma. 
In pedigree and appearance, they were an 
exceptional bunch.

Warren, the Queen’s racing and bloodstock 
adviser for 21 years, has vivid memories of 
that day. The first thing he recalls is watching 
his 96-year-old boss driving herself in a Jaguar 
from the castle to the mews. After drawing up 
in the yard, she got out on her own and then 
looked at Warren with eyes that sparkled.

“Guess what!” she said to him, her face 
carrying an expression that will stay with 
him forever.

“What, Ma’am?” he replied, sensing the delight 
with which the Queen was about to impart 
her news.

“I’m not stiff,” she said, causing Warren to 
inquire for what reason she might have  
been stiff.

“I rode yesterday!” declared the Queen, 
filled with pride that she had come down 
to the mews the previous day, ridden her 
horse in the indoor school and woken up the 
next morning without discomfort. It was a 

https://www.racingpost.com/news/the-queen/i-do-think-the-queen-has-a-serious-chance-of-leaving-a-very-important-legacy/579457
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‘Perfect racehorse’ Baaeed  
cements legendary status in stunning style
The race was the easy bit, for both Baaeed and William Haggas. The truly 
spectacular outcome made the issues that came before rather fade into 
the background.
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hen you train the best horse 
in the world, the pressure can 
get to you and at 1.30am on 
the day of the most important 

race of his life, Haggas found himself dreaming 
about his superstar losing his tack at the start.

Things got little better when the Yorkshireman 
found himself stuck in traffic on the way to 
his home track, where he was desperate for 
his colt to show the locals what he was made 
of in the £1 million Juddmonte International. 
And a less relaxed man might have wondered 
if this was going to be one of those days when 
he was fined £140 by the stewards who said 
Baaeed “appeared to be showing signs of a 
skin condition and the trainer did not have  
a certificate of non-contagiousness”.

But Haggas has always had supreme 
confidence in the four-year-old and was not 
fazed by the events of the day or his colt’s first 
try beyond a mile. And, like those punters who 
availed themselves of odds of 2-5 about the 
favourite, the trainer never had a moment’s 
worry. Jim Crowley was always cruising on a 
colt he was to label “the perfect racehorse” and 
although he turned for home with only one 
behind him, it was only a matter of when he 

pressed the button. Baaeed made his ground 
with staggering ease, was still virtually on the 
bridle when he hit the front over a furlong 
out and scored by six and a half lengths 
from Mishriff, who had won the race by six 
himself last year.

“I had one or two anxious moments through 
the day but not in the race, that was the easy 
bit,” Haggas said. “Being sat in traffic coming 
in was a nightmare. I should have known 
better, it’s the same on the first day at Ascot, 
the traffic’s awful.

“And apparently the vet saw some spots on his 
neck which he thought were ringworm. I can 
assure he didn’t leave the yard with any spots 
anywhere and when I went to saddle him I 
couldn’t find them. It was very unnecessary 
and I hope they don’t think that we don’t know 
what we’re doing.”

Reflecting on the way Baaeed made it a perfect 
ten from ten, Haggas added: “It’s a relief more 
than anything. He’s such a good horse and 
he proved it and showed everyone today and 
that’s what was so satisfying.

“That was pretty spectacular. Aren’t we just so 
lucky? I said to Jim before the Sussex, ‘We’ve 
got to enjoy this horse, because this time next 
year when we’re watching something else win 
the Juddmonte we’ll be dreaming’.

“It’s rarely you see in a high-class race a horse 
appear on the bridle with two to run looking 
like he could go at any time. He’s just good, 
isn’t he? It was a spectacular performance 
and I’m glad now that everyone will believe 
in him. We think he’s fantastic and we have 
thought so for some time.

“Sure I’ve been slow to get him up in trip but 
he’s been so dominant at a mile. This was 
the perfect opportunity, he clearly stays it 
well, he’s just got a fabulous engine and a  
fabulous temperament.

“As I’ve said a few times, finding another 
one is going to be the tricky bit.”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by Racing Post,  
17 August 2022, by David Carr
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BAAEED’S  
PERFECT RECORD
10 wins in 10 runs, including: 
 
Gr.1 Lockinge Stakes 
Gr.1 International Stakes 
Gr.1 Sussex Stakes 
Gr.1 Queen Anne Stakes 
Gr.1 Queen Elizabeth II Stakes 
Gr.1 Prix du Moulin 
Gr.3 Thoroughbred Stakes
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Pyledriver staged somewhat of an upset in the Group 1 King George VI & Queen Elizabeth 
QIPCO Stakes at Ascot Racecourse, delivering an immensely popular result in a race that  
is routinely rated among the best in the world.

Pyledriver routs rivals  
in King George upset

H
aving travelled smoothly 
throughout under jockey P J 
McDonald - replacing the injured 
Martin Dwyer - Pyledriver kicked 

clear from a high-class field in the straight to 
triumph by two-and-three-quarter lengths 
at the line.

The result continues the fairytale story of an 
unsold foal who has gone on to scale racing’s 
highest peaks.

Bred by his owners, Huw Leech, Guy Leach 
and Roger Devlin, from a mare who was 
initially purchased to go jumps racing but 
never made the track, Pyledriver was offered 
at the Tattersalls December Foal Sale but 
ended up back with his breeders after failing 
to fetch a bid greater than 10,000 guineas.
Sent into training with William Muir, who has 
subsequently partnered with co-trainer Chris 

Grassick, Pyledriver won on his debut at two-
years-old over seven furlongs and was also 
successful in the Listed Ascendant Stakes.

He blossomed at three-years-old, winning 
the Group 2 King Edward VII Stakes at Royal 
Ascot and York’s Group 2 Great Voltigeur 
Stakes before an excellent third in the Group 
1 St Leger at Doncaster.

Since then, it’s all been Group 1s and 
globetrotting for Pyledriver.

Having landed the Group 1 Coronation Cup in 
June of last year, Pyledriver was given a series 
of overseas assignments and carried the Team 
British Racing flag in Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia 
and Dubai. Hong Kong has been confirmed 
as a target once again in 2022.

Saturday’s result confirmed the confidence 
placed in Pyledriver recently by his co-trainer 

Muir, who told Sky Sports Racing after  
the race:

“I’ve thought I’d win for a fortnight... Jeta 
knows this horse like the back of his hand 
and he said to me, ‘We’re better than Dubai, 
we’re miles better than Dubai.’

“He’s a top horse. I could cry today, that’s the 
first time I’ve ever wanted to cry in racing, but 
this is the greatest achievement.”

Pyledriver is stabled at Muir and Grassick’s 
Linkslade Stables near Lambourn alongside 
his four-year-old New Approach half-sister 
Country Pyle, three-year-old Oasis Dream half-
brother Stockpyle and unraced two-year-old 
Frankel half-sister Shagpyle. All of the mare’s 
progeny to have raced thus far are winners.
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The victory of Eldar Eldarov in Group 1 Cazoo St Leger at Doncaster Racecourse fulfilled  
a lifelong ambition for his breeder, Kirsten Rausing, to be responsible for the winner of  
a British Classic.

Eldar Eldarov fulfils Rausing’s lifelong 
dream to breed a British Classic winner

R
Lanwades has been enjoying a golden spell of 
late. Domestically, Rausing celebrated a first 
British Group 1 victory for five-time top-level 
scorer Alpinista, who runs in her own famous 
green and white colours and is out of a half-
sister to All At Sea, in the Yorkshire Oaks. 
Meanwhile in Australia, Zaaki returned to 
winning ways in the Group 2 Tramway Stakes.

Speaking from Lanwades Stud after the 
St Leger, Miss Rausing told Great British  
Racing International:

“I am thrilled and delighted. Eldar Eldarov is 
from such a wonderful family, one which I 
first got involved with when I was a schoolgirl 
back in the 1960s and one which just keeps 
on giving.

“It has always been my ambition to win an 
English Classic and we have gone agonisingly 
close a couple of times in the Epsom Derby 
in the past, first with Dragon Dancer, who 
was beaten a short head by 
Sir Percy, who, ironically, 
we now have standing 
here at Lanwades, and 

then with Fame And Glory, who was second 
to Sea The Stars before going on to win the 
Irish Derby.

“Now that I have finally won one, I would like 
to look further afield with his first cousin, 
Alpinista, in the Arc. So far so good with her 
since the Yorkshire Oaks, everything seems 
to be going to plan. 

“And then there is Zaaki, who is being aimed 
for the Cox Plate and made a winning 
comeback the other day.

“Eldar Eldarov was always a particularly nice 
colt but if I wanted to fault him, he was the 
spitting image of his dam and was maybe a 
bit too elegant. He went to the sales during 
the pandemic, there was hardly a soul to be 
seen and fetched a relatively modest sum. In 
a normal year, I am sure that he would have 
made much more.

“All At Sea is here at Lanwades and is in foal to 
Study Of Man. She has a most lovely yearling 
filly by Study of Man who I am going to keep 
and a colt foal by Lope De Vega who is going 
to the December foal sales.”

idden by David Egan for Newmarket 
trainer Roger Varian and sporting 
the black and yellow striped silks 
of Bahraini owners KHK Racing, 

Eldar Eldarov proved much the strongest in 
the closing stages of this extended mile and 
three quarters stamina test.

He passed the winning post two lengths clear 
of another British-bred, Haskoy (GB), with the 
favourite, New London, a further neck adrift 
in third. Haskoy was later disqualified and 
placed fourth for causing interference at the 
two-furlong marker, with New London being 
awarded second place and Giavellotto third.

This was Eldar Eldarov’s second big race 
triumph of the season. He also prevailed at 
Royal Ascot in June, narrowly winning the 
Group 2 Queen’s Vase.

Eldar Eldarov is by the outstanding stallion 
Dubawi, who is based at Dalham Hall Stud 
in Newmarket. He is the third foal out of the 
three-time Listed-winning mare All At Sea, 
who is resident at another top Newmarket 
nursery, Lanwades Stud, which is owned and 
managed by Miss Rausing.

He was sold as a yearling at Goffs Orby Sale at 
Doncaster in September 2020, where he was 
purchased for £110,000 by Mags O’Toole on 
behalf of the former top class jump jockey, 
Norman Williamson. He was then prepared 
for the Arqana Breeze-Up Sale, which also 
took place at Doncaster eight months later, 
this time being knocked down to his current 
owners for £480,000.
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Putting her first career defeat in the Group 1 Falmouth Stakes firmly behind her, Cheveley 
Park Stud’s Inspiral (Frankel) took another step forward to defeat the colts and older horses 
in Deauville’s illustrious Group 1 Prix du Haras de Fresnay-le-Buffard Jacques le Marois, a 
‘Win And You’re In’ for the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Mile at Keeneland in November.

Jacques Le Marois glory for Frankel’s Inspiral

lways travelling with abundant 
intent under Frankie Dettori as 
she craved action restrained a few 
lengths off the fierce pace duel up 

ahead, the Group 1 Coronation Stakes and 
Group 1 Fillies’ Mile heroine worked her way to 
the fore with 300 metres remaining and had to 
give extra as the Group 1 Prix Jean Prat runner-
up Light Infantry (Fast Company) emerged in 
the closing stages. Always a touch too strong 
for that rival, the 9-5 second favourite held 
a neck advantage at the line as the leading 
French hope Erevann (Dubawi) joined in to 
be the same margin away in third. The 8-5 
market-leader Coroebus (Dubawi) made a 
dramatic wide move from further back, which 
fizzled out as he came home fifth.

“We were scratching our heads after 
Newmarket after an amazing performance 
in the Coronation, but today she was taking 
on Guineas winners and older horses and 
showed she’s a true champion.” Dettori said. 

A
“We went extremely fast throughout and I hit 
the front plenty early, but John thinks she can 
get a little bit further in time so I wasn’t afraid 
about getting to the line. She travelled great 
and was on it today but she’s a filly that you 
need to know–when she wants to go, she’s 
the kind of filly you don’t want to disappoint.”

John Gosden, who was annexing a third 
straight win in a race he has won four times 
overall, was keen to revisit Inspiral’s sole 
reversal at Newmarket. “It wasn’t really that 
she was out of form last time–she’d had three 
weeks since Ascot and was in top form, but it 
was a small field and she didn’t get any cover. 
She over-raced, did too much and didn’t have 
much left at the end, which is her nature.”  
he explained. 

“There was a strong pace today and they 
went hard up front, so she switched off and 
relaxed. She probably hit the front a bit soon, 
to say the least, but the key with her is to 

get her relaxed early. She’s very generous 
and wants to give and sometimes with that 
they’re a little over-enthusiastic. You could go 
to a Matron or a Sun Chariot, but I would be 
inclined to freshen up for the Queen Elizabeth 
II which is her main aim. I prefer to go to 
the Breeders’ Cup with older horses, so not  
this year.”

David Simcock said of Light Infantry, “I’m very 
proud of the horse and very pleased. He had 
a gallop to run at today, which was good, 
and he’s run his heart out and run a personal 
best. The likelihood is that he’ll go straight to 
the Golden Eagle in Sydney now in October. 
That will be his last run of the year and then 
he’ll come back.”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by TDN,  
14 August 2022, by Tom Frary
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There is more than one way to skin a Group 1. Horses of the decade are all very well but 
there is a lot to be said for a race that is an actual, well, race.

Leading Arc hope Alpinista wins fifth Group 1

day after the York cognoscenti 
broke into polite applause at the 
sight of Baaeed cruising home in 
a hugely one-sided Juddmonte 

International, the packed stands were treated 
to the visceral thrill of a proper battle in the 
second top-level event of the week.

They got to see heart and class combined 
in one astonishing half tonne of female 
horseflesh as Alpinista simply would not be 
denied a first British Group 1 triumph.

Sent on two furlongs out by Luke Morris in 
the Darley Yorkshire Oaks, Kirsten Rausing’s 
mare kept finding extra under pressure and 
was always doing enough to hold off Oaks 
winner Tuesday by a length.

And whereas Baaeed’s success has been 
followed by indecision over running plans, 
there is no doubt where this winner goes: 
Alpinista, who beat subsequent Prix de l’Arc de 

A
Triomphe winner Torquator Tasso in Germany 
last year, will take him on again on the first 
Sunday of October in Paris – where she is a 
best-priced 8-1 to complete a Group 1 six-timer.

“The Arc has always been the aim,” trainer Sir 
Mark Prescott said of a five-year-old who had 
been slow to come to hand early in the season 
and returned from an eight-month break to 
win at Saint-Cloud in July.

“The original intention was to go Coronation 
Cup and then King George, but it then became 
Saint-Cloud and here or the Vermeille. Miss 
Rausing was very keen to come here because 
Alpinista had not won a Group 1 in England.

“She won’t go for the Vermeille, I think she’ll go 
straight to the Arc. She’s just good enough to 
go close. You’ve got a chance, therefore you 
must go. This was as good as Saint-Cloud, 
whether it will be good enough for Paris is 
another thing.”

Alpinista’s record is one of near continuous 
progress and Prescott said: “She’s improved 
every race and I think her success is because 
she’s straightforward, she goes on more or less 
any ground, you can hold her up and make 
the running. It’s like people, if they’re very 
straightforward it’s amazing what you can do.

“I’ve had three very good ones for Miss Rausing 
over this distance who were all related, 
Albanova, Alborada and her. How lucky can 
you be to have three fillies like that? And the 
family is well run – you wouldn’t get fat on 
the mistakes Miss Rausing makes!”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by Racing Post,  
19 August 2022, by David Carr
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In 2020 Imad Al Sagar made two decisions. He chose to put his homebred Frankel filly 
in training with John and Thady Gosden and he chose to retain the riding services of the 
emerging force that was Hollie Doyle.

Nashwa proving very special  
for proud owner Imad Al Sagar

oyle’s stock has done little but rise 
since and the filly, named Nashwa 
and seen only once as a two-year-
old, has followed a similar path 

to eminence this year. A novice and Listed 
winner earlier in the season, the 
three-year-old was well-fancied for 
the Oaks but proved to ultimately 
lack the stamina needed for the 
one-mile-four-furlong Epsom 
Classic when finishing third. 
Classic success was not far away, 
however, and a trip Chantilly for 
the Prix de Diane, the French 
version of the race, saw Doyle 
hit another significant milestone 
when the pair were triumphant by 
a short neck.

In the Nassau Stakes at 
Goodwood Nashwa was set off 
in a gentle gallop by her rider, a 
patient stalk at the rear of the 
field while her rivals changed lanes 
ahead and perhaps thought the 
6-5 favourites had let the race get 
away from them. Three furlongs 
from home the duo were still last 
of all, but when Doyle swung out 
wide and picked up her whip 
we were afforded a glimpse of 
that Frankel-esque lengthening 
of stride as Nashwa picked off  
each opponent.

Two strides from the line and in an 
unassailable lead, the seemingly 
ego-less Doyle gave us a rare and 
endearing act of showmanship 
when standing in the stirrups 
and brandishing her whip at  
the grandstand.

Nashwa was led into the 
paddock by her delighted 
owner and breeder, to whom 
the success of the filly holds 

D
a significance that will live on into 
countless phases of his Blue Diamond  
bloodstock operation.

“That was a great performance,” he said. “She 
has proved her versatility and her ability and 

she has produced a great performance. I 
thought she ran a very good race in the Oaks 
but we were going into unknown territory, that 
was the first time over a mile and a half and 
she ran out of stamina.

“She was beaten only in the last 50 
yards, she was beaten three and a 
half lengths but when we brought 
her back to a mile and a quarter, 
she showed what she is made of 
in the French Oaks.

“Nashwa is a homebred and I must 
admit that I am very emotional 
when it comes to her. She is my 
first Classic homebred and I am 
very proud of her.”

More missions overseas are on 
the horizon for the filly, who will 
be aimed at Group One races in 
both France and America and is 
likely to stay in training for another 
term next year.

“For the time being she will stay 
at a mile and a quarter, we are 
looking at the Prix de l’Opera 
for her next target and then the 
Breeders’ Cup (Filly & Mare Turf) 
at the end of the year,” said Al 
Sagar, who in 2007 saw his colours 
carried to victory in the Derby by 
Authorized, in partnership with 
Saleh Al Homaizi.

Prior to Nashwa’s superb recent 
form Al Sagar had the foresight 
put her dam, Princess Loulou, in 
foal once again to Frankel and the 
mare carries a filly foal that will 
be his Classic heroine’s full-sister.

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

Nashwa is a homebred and 
I must admit that I am very 
emotional when it comes to 
her. She is my first Classic 
homebred and I am very 
proud of her.
Imad Al Sagar

As published by Racing TV,  
28 July 2022 

Imad Al Sagar (right) all smiles after his homebred filly lands the Nassau Stakes

https://www.racingtv.com/news/nashwa-proving-very-special-for-proud-owner-imad-al-sagar
https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/birthplace-of-champions


Saffron Beach overcame a six-hour delay at Folkestone to announce herself as one of the 
leading fillies in Europe by winning the Group 1 Prix Rothschild at Deauville.

t took the four-year-old and trainer Jane 
Chapple-Hyam 12 hours to make the 
journey from Newmarket to northern 
France, but it had no ill effect as last 

season’s Sun Chariot heroine travelled 
powerfully at the head of affairs to defeat 
a dual Group 1 winner in Tenebrism under a 
well-judged ride from William Buick. 

“She’s very brave, very tenacious and probably 
been better here than she was at Royal Ascot,” 
Chapple-Hyam said.

“They came to challenge her and she found 
another gear and went away so that’s nice 
to see. We’re very pleased because we were 
giving 7lb to younger rivals.

“She’s maturing now. As a younger horse she 
always had a travelling companion in the 
horsebox with her and now since Dubai she’s 
grown up. She can travel on her own now 
which makes the job easier for me.

“I did travel down with her in the horsebox 
on Sunday, but I think I’ll jump on William’s 
plane to get home!”

Expanding on travel issues that might have 
deterred many, Chapple-Hyam said: “It took 
12 hours door to door from Newmarket. We 
left Newmarket and it was six hours waiting to 
get on the Eurotunnel – just six hours hanging 
around really.

I
“She’s learning all the time and if she’s going 
to go to Ireland or America, she has to learn 
about travelling. Post Covid and Brexit, they’re 
the rules and it’s good that she has adjusted 
and matured.”

Saffron Beach was cut to 8-1 (from 10) by 
Paddy Power for the Breeders’ Cup Filly & 
Mare Turf on November 5 and Keeneland 
is her ultimate aim. Coral go the same price 
having been 11-1 on Tuesday morning. 

“The plan was, if we could get her to the 
Breeders’ Cup and work backwards,” 
said Chapple-Hyam. “She’s in the Matron 
at Leopardstown and the Sun Chariot  
at Newmarket.

“It’s been a long season for her starting in 
Dubai in March but she does get those breaks 
in between and she does get turned out and 
enjoy some grass. But I expect she’ll go to 
stud at the end of the year; she’s earned it.”

Keeneland’s turf track configuration means 
that the sex-restricted race will be over an 
extended nine furlongs, although Saffron 
Beach will also be given the option of the 
Breeders’ Cup Mile in open company.

“I think we’ll nominate her in both and see 
what the competition is,” said Chapple Hyam. 
“Knowing the owners, they’ll probably want to 
stick to the Filly & Mare, but you can nominate 
in both and have a look.”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by Racing Post,  
2 August 2022, by Scott Burton
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Jane Chapple-Hyam to take on the 
Breeders’ Cup with Tattersalls Foal Sale 
graduate Saffron Beach
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Ed Walker’s Dreamloper could be headed Stateside after her decisive Prix du Moulin victory.

The Breeders’ Cup a possibility for Dreamloper after 
the mare lands another Group 1 for Ed Walker 

he five-year-old enjoyed a 
triumphant start to the campaign, 
taking the Group Two Dahlia Stakes 
at Newmarket in May before 

journeying to Paris to land the Group One 
Prix d’Ispahan by two lengths later in the 
same month.

Her winning spell was ended next time out in 
the Curragh’s Pretty Polly Stakes as she was 
unsuited by the 10-furlong trip and the soft 
going, with a tilt at Goodwood’s Nassau Stakes 
also ending in defeat over the same distance. 
Back at Longchamp the bay was also back to 
her best, relishing the drop down in trip to a 
mile and cruising to a five-and-a-half-length 
victory under Kieran Shoemark.

There was a sombre postscript to the race, 
however, as Charlie Appleby’s Guineas winner 
Coroebus was fatally injured after stumbling 
and falling just over a furlong from home. 
Walker said: “She was just really good and 
she won pretty emphatically.

“Kieran gave her an absolute peach of a ride, 
a very similar ride to the one he gave her in 

T
the Prix d’Ispahan. She’s just got that turn of 
foot and she put the race to bed very quickly.

“It was pretty impressive and I think the time 
and the ratings have cemented that it was a 
serious performance, it was a big step up on 
what she’s achieved previously. She’s just a 
wonderful mare.

“It was great for her to back that d’Ispahan 
run up and cement it, I was delighted with her 
but equally very, very sad and sorry for the 
Godolphin team and everyone involved with 
Coroebus. Thank god William (Buick) is OK.”

The Breeders’ Cup seems to be on the horizon 
for the daughter of Lope De Vega, specifically 
the Filly & Mare Turf race, this season run over 
nine furlongs at Keenland.

“I’m open to options, but I’d love to go there,” 
said Walker.

“It’s going back up in trip again, but it’s around 
two turns on a flat track which I think will suit.
There is the Sun Chariot, but the ground may 
not be great by then. We’d love to go to the 
Breeders’ Cup, we’ll see.” As published by Racing TV,  

5 September 2022

It was pretty 
impressive and I 
think the time and 
the ratings have 
cemented that 
it was a serious 
performance, it was 
a big step up on 
what she’s achieved 
previously. She’s just 
a wonderful mare.
Ed Walker

Ed Walker’s Dreamloper could be headed Stateside after her decisive Prix du Moulin victory.
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In the aftermath of his first Group 1 success, Owen Burrows wasn’t sure he’d get a single  
new owner from it. Given the way Minzaal scorched home to hand the Lambourn trainer  
his second, he should worry no more.

Owen Burrows bags a second Group 1  
winner in 2022 with Minzaal

Minzaal won the Gimcrack in his first year but 
his second was blighted by injury and he was 
restricted to just two autumn appearances.

He has gradually been reaching his peak as a 
four-year-old and the form of his second to 
Highfield Princess in last month’s Prix Maurice 
de Gheest received a major boost when the 
winner followed up in the Nunthorpe.

“It was a big performance and he deserved 
it,” said Burrows. “He’d been knocking on the 
door at two and had an interrupted year last 
year, through no fault of his own as he injured 
himself in the box, and managed to get Group 
1-placed at the back end at Ascot. 

“He ran a big race in France last time and 
Shaun [Muscroft], who looks after him, said 
he was in better form coming into this and 
he was right.

“He’s a pleasure to deal with. That’s his one 
major attribute, he’s got a temperament 
to die for. For a sprinter he’s so laid-
back about life. He just eats, sleeps  
and works.”

Richard Hills, Shadwell’s assistant 
racing manager, was thrilled 

Burrows had managed to mastermind yet 
another notable victory.

“It’s been fantastic for Owen,” he said. “With 
the circumstances he had a lot fewer horses, 
but we selected what we thought were the best 
from a large number of horses and we’ve been 
blessed that nearly all of them have come up 
and done well. 

“Minzaal was always destined to win a Group 
1 and today he’s proved it. Owen and his 
team have done remarkably well and we’re 
very proud.”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

As published by Racing Post,  
3 September 2022, by Andrew Dietz

T
he Shadwell-owned colt was in a 
totally different league to his rivals, 
travelling powerfully into contention 
under Jim Crowley before blasting 

home in the blink of an eye to score by just 
under four lengths from last year’s winner 
Emaraaty Ana.

Top-level sprints just aren’t won in such 
fashion. Thankfully for Burrows, in his most 
important of seasons, this one was. The former 
jump jockey has bounced back admirably from 
having his team of horses vastly reduced as 
a result of Shadwell’s downsizing following 
the death of Hamdan Al Maktoum last year.

He switched to a smaller yard but showed he 
was a trainer for the big occasion when gaining 
a Group 1 breakthrough with Hukum in the 
Coronation Cup at Epsom in June. The joy of 
that landmark success was tempered when 
Hukum was found to have suffered a career-
threatening injury, but Anmaat, Minzaal and 
Alflaila filled the void to give Burrows, before 
Saturday, an impressive 5-12 record in Group 
races this year.

That strike-rate is even better now after 
Minzaal delivered on the promise of his early 
career with a devastating display. 

“All credit to the team back home, they’ve been 
working hard and we seem to be able to rock 
up on these Saturdays and get the job done, 
which is amazing,” said Burrows. 

“It was a massively important year, you’re 
soon forgotten in this game and we’re trying 
to attract outside owners. We don’t have a lot 
of horses to run and big winners on a Saturday 
in Group 1s are certainly hard to come by.”
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USA
NATIONS PRIDE    
Saratoga Derby  
Invitational Stakes

IRELAND
ALENQUER    
Gold Cup
HIGHFIELD PRINCESS  
Flying Five Stakes
NATIVE TRAIL  
Irish 2000 Guineas 
Stakes*correct as of 26 September 2022

GERMANY
REBEL’S ROMANCE 
Grosser Preis von 
Berlin & Preis  
Von Europa

CANADA
MODERN GAMES
Woodbine Mile 
MYSTERIOUS NIGHT 
Summer Stakes

2022 Group 1 winners 
trained in Britain 
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FRANCE
ALPINISTA  
Prix de Saint-Cloud
ARISTIA
Prix Jean Romanet 
DREAMLOPER
Prix d’Ispahan & Prix  
du Moulin
HIGHFIELD PRINCESS 
Prix Maurice de Gheest

UAE
LORD NORTH  
Dubai Turf

GREAT BRITAIN
ALCOHOL FREE 
July Cup 
ALPINISTA 
Yorkshire Oaks
BAAEED   
Lockinge Stakes, Queen 
Anne Stakes, Sussex 
Stakes & International 
Stakes 
CACHET 
1000 Guineas Stakes

INSPIRAL    
Prix Jacques le Marois
MODERN GAMES  
Poule d’Essai des  
Poulains
NASHWA   
Prix de Diane
SAFFRON BEACH   
Prix Rothschild

COROEBUS    
2000 Guineas Stakes & 
St James’ Palace Stakes
DESERT CROWN 
The Derby
ELDAR ELDAROV 
St Leger Stakes
HIGHFIELD PRINCESS  
Nunthorpe Stakes
HUKUM    
Coronation Cup
INSPIRAL 
Coronation Stakes

LEZOO
Cheveley Park Stakes
MINZAAL
Sprint Cup 
NASHWA 
Nassau Stakes
NAVAL CROWN 
Platinum Jubilee Stakes
PERFECT POWER 
Commonwealth Stakes
PROSPEROUS VOYAGE 
Falmouth Stakes
PYLEDRIVER
King George VI & Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes
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Mark Johnston, the winningmost trainer in Britain, reached 5,000 winners as he 
added another landmark to his collection. Johnston, who has been training since 
March 1987, reached the total when Danny Muscutt guided Dubai Mile to victory  
in the opening juvenile novice.

Mark Johnston becomes first trainer to saddle 
5,000 winners in Britain

ohnston, whose son Charlie joined 
him on the licence this year, reached 
his 5,000th winner four years after 
surpassing Richard Hannon snr’s 

record-breaking tally of 4,193 winners in 
Britain, when Poet’s Society won at York under 
Frankie Dettori on August 23, 2018.

“It’s obviously a bit different from breaking the 
record in 2018,” said Johnston when assessing 
the significance of his latest milestone.

“You could say no-one has reached 4,194 
winners, so it’s not as if I’m breaking new 
ground, it’s just another landmark and setting 
the bar higher for people to try to reach.

“The main thing is the whole business revolves 
around winners and a lot of winners means 
a lot of happy owners. Hopefully we can 
continue doing the same thing.”

J
Reflecting on his life before recording 140 
British Group winners and 47 Royal Ascot 
victories, Johnston said: “I came to Middleham 
with 13 horses and said straight away my 
ambition was to train Classic winners.

“A lot of people laughed at me and there was 
a lot of naivety there at the time. I thought 
the 42 boxes would last a lifetime but that I 
would train Classic winners. It wasn’t very long 
before we did. The ambition to train top-class 
Flat horses was there from the outset and it’s 
the same now as when I started.”

Johnston’s best season came in 2019 when 
he sent out 249 winners, earning £5,399,661 
in prize-money.

However, a Covid-19 interrupted season 
followed the year after, and Johnston said: 
“We still had more winners than anybody else 

[during Covid], but not as many as our peak, 
so that’s been difficult.

“The first year of Covid-19 there were two 
less months of racing, but we had the same 
number of horses. We’ve got fewer horses now 
so targets like 200 winners per year become 
harder to achieve. So long as we can remain 
the most consistent winner-producing stable 
in the country, that’s the main thing.”

As published by Racing Post,  
24 August 2022, by Charlie Huggins

A lot of people laughed 
at me and there was 
a lot of naivety there 
at the time. I thought 
the 42 boxes would 
last a lifetime but that 
I would train Classic 
winners. It wasn’t 
very long before we 
did. The ambition to 
train top-class Flat 
horses was there from 
the outset and it’s the 
same now as when  
I started.
Mark Johnston

Credit: Great British Racing



A strong start to today’s second and final day of the Goffs UK Premier Yearling Sale at 
Doncaster ensured yesterday’s hot trade and healthy gains continued unabated with  
the final figures highlighting a very strong and memorable chapter in the sale’s history.

Superb trade at Goffs UK 
Doncaster Premier Sale

ith what has been referred to 
by many over the two-days as 
one of the largest attendances 
seen at this sale, the packed 

Doncaster Sales Complex drove trade from 
the outset and pushed the clearance rate 
to a superb 89% over the two-days. It didn’t 
take long to match yesterday’s top price of 
£230,000 this morning with Whitsbury Manor 
Stud’s Havana Grey filly (Lot 234), a three-
parts sister to the Premier graduate and Group 
2 Sandy Lane Stakes winner El Caballo, selling 
to the Highclere Agency just four lots into 
the session. 

Today saw a further four yearlings make or 
exceed the £200,000 mark, taking the total 
to seven for the sale, and it was Tally Ho Stud 
who took top honours this year with their 
Night Of Thunder filly (Lot 278) topping the 
sale when selling to Blandford Bloodstock 
for £240,000.

Tally Ho Stud had a highly successful two 
days with their 24 yearlings sold generating 
over £1.5 million in turnover.

W
Other lots to feature today were Grangemore 
Stud’s Dark Angel colt (Lot 251) which sold to 
Peter & Ross Doyle Bloodstock for £200,000, 
and Highclere Stud’s Frankel colt (Lot 269) 
which achieved the same figure when knocked 
down to Richard Hughes. Peter & Ross Doyle 
once again ended the sale as the leading 
buyers, purchasing 17 yearlings for a total of 
over £1.1 million.

Goffs UK Managing Director Tim  
Kent commented:

“The last few days have been absolutely 
outstanding and, on behalf of the Goffs UK 
team, we must thank everyone that has made 
this sale such an incredible success. We were 
confident we had a good catalogue coming 
into this week but you can only hope that 
others agree and whilst one noted industry 
professional said that we ‘were not missing 
anyone’, another noted that there were ‘better 
horses here this year’. These comments are 
great to hear in the build up to any sale, 
but the level of the market can only really 
be measured in the sales ring and those 

Credit: Sarah Farnsworth

comments certainly came to fruition with an 
outstanding trade from start to finish and a 
wonderful atmosphere throughout the Sales 
Complex. This helped to deliver 23 horses 
that sold for a six-figure sum whilst seven 
made £200,000 or more. This was matched 
by an impressive 89% clearance rate and a 
top price of £240,000.

“Our focus for this sale was quality, precocity 
and athleticism and the feedback from buyers 
is that we achieved exactly that. We had a 
complex full of the traditional ‘donny rockets’ 
which is very much true to the mantra on 
which this sale was founded and has thrived. 
To our vendors, we want to extend a huge 
thanks for their support. They got the brief, 
delivered the goods and we are delighted 
to have been able to produce a strong sale 
which has generated some sizable gains in 
the key figures.

“To our buyers, it was a huge turnout from 
everyone involved, it made for a brilliant 
atmosphere. We have had countless positive 
comments on the quality of the catalogue 
and the type of horse here, and that the 
sale is back where it belongs, praise that 
means a lot to the Goffs team. We extend our 
sincere thanks and we look forward to seeing 
our athletes tearing up the tracks as 2YOs  
next year.”

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE
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Credit: Tattersalls
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2022 Group 1 winners  
bred in Britain

BAAEED

DESERT CROWN ELDAR ELDAROV

NAVAL CROWN PYLEDRIVER

NASHWA

INSPIRAL

MCKULICK

CASCADIANALPINISTA

WESTOVER

*correct as of 26 September 2022 Credits: racingfotos.com, Megan Rose Photography, Ashlea Brennan Photography & Bob Coglianese Photos

LEZOO

https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/birthplace-of-champions


FRANKEL

20 winners of 29 Group races, including 11 Gr.1s 
8 individual Gr.1 winners across 5 countries

ALPINISTA

CONVERGE

HOMELESS SONGS

INSPIRAL

MCKULICK

NASHWA

ONESTO

WESTOVER

DUBAWI

25 winners of 32 Group races, including 10 Gr.1s 
7 individual Gr.1 winners across 6 countries

COROEBUS

ELDAR ELDAROV

IN ITALIAN

LORD NORTH

MODERN GAMES

NAVAL CROWN

REBEL’S ROMANCE

*correct as of 26 September 2022
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Britain: Home to  
world-leading stallions

Credits: Asunción Piñeyrúa/Juddmonte Farms & John Reardon
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The Tattersalls Somerville Yearling Sale cemented its place as Europe’s most progressive 
yearling sale with significant increases in turnover, average and median.

Spectacular results at Tattersalls 
Somerville Yearling Sale

urnover was up 56% whilst the 
average and median jumped 42% 
and 60% respectively. Four lots 
sold for 100,000 guineas or more 

compared to just one last year, and the 
number of lots selling for 50,000 guineas 
or more increased from seventeen in 2021 
to 39 this year.

Leading the way at the one day Tattersalls 
Somerville Yearling Sale was the Zoustar 
half-sister to US Stakes winner Unanimous 
Consent, who was knocked down to trainer 
Richard Hughes for 160,000 guineas. The 
Plantation Stud consigned filly had plenty 
of suitors including French owner/trainer 
Louis Baudron, local trainer Sean Woods and 
Australian interests bidding via telephone but 
it was Hughes who landed the top lot. 

Unanimous Consent is the first foal of the 
Fastnet Rock mare Fast Lily and runs in the 
Grade 3 Virginia Derby at Colonial Downs 
tonight. Hughes commented: “I loved her from 
the first time I saw her, but she will take a bit 

T
of time. We will see how the brother gets on 
tonight, if he wins she will be half-price! He is 
probably a 115 horse. This filly is very nice, a 
good walker and has very good movement.”

Plantation’s stud manager James Berney said: 
“We are over the moon. She deserves to make 
that type of money, she is a beauty. She has 
improved greatly through the year, and her 
brother’s form has helped as well.  

“She has been A1 since she got here; she has 
been very busy, she has had a lot of vets on 
her and she has never turned a hair. We are 
delighted that she is going to Richard Hughes 
and I am pleased for the mare. She has got 
a Showcasing foal at foot and she is in-foal 
to Pinatubo.”  

Plantation Stud brought two lots to the sale, 
the second a Shalaa colt that sold to Oliver 
St Lawrence for 120,000 guineas earlier in 
the day.  

Berney explained the decision regarding 
consigning these two lots at the Somerville Sale:

“There has been a bit of motion with this sale 
and we thought we’d bring along horses who 
might stand out a bit.”  

Another lot to sell for a six-figure sum was 
Aughamore Stud’s Mehmas colt out of the 
Exceed And Excel mare Classic Image, who 
was knocked down to Ross Doyle, stood 
alongside Amo Racing’s Kia Joorabchian, for 
135,000 guineas.

“He is a very nice colt and both Robson Aguiar 
and Richard Hannon thought so. Mehmas 
needs no introduction, the farm has done a 
great job prepping him and he looks fantastic. 
He is a good mover and Mehmas has already 
been a very good friend to a lot of people,” 
commented Doyle, who signed the docket 
under Peter & Ross Doyle Bloodstock and 
Aguiar Bloodstock.

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE

Credit: Tattersalls

https://www.tattersalls.com/news/spectacular-results-at-tattersalls-somerville-yearling-sale
https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/bloodstock-with-a-global-legacy
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2022 Group 1 winners 
sold at Tattersalls

USA
IN ITALIAN  
Diana Stakes 
MCKULICK 
Belmont Oaks 
OCEAN ROAD   
Gamely Stakes

*correct as of 26 September 2022

IRELAND
ALENQUER    
Gold Cup
AL RIFFA   
Vincent O’Brien  
National Stakes
LUXEMBOURG    
Irish Champion Stakes
MAGICAL LAGOON   
Irish Oaks
NATIVE TRAIL  
Irish 2000 Guineas 
Stakes

https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/bloodstock-with-a-global-legacy
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AUSTRALIA  
KNIGHTS ORDER   
Sydney Cup

FRANCE
ARISTIA  
Prix Maurice de Gheest 
BLACKBEARD   
Prix Morny 
ONESTO 
Grand Prix de Paris
SAFFRON BEACH   
Prix Rothschild 
STATE OF REST    
Prix Ganay

HONG KONG  
ROMANTIC WARRIOR   
Queen Elizabeth II Cup

UAE
HYPOTHETICAL   
Al Maktoum Challenge 
Round 3 Stakes

GREAT BRITAIN
CACHET    
1000 Guineas Stakes
DESERT CROWN   
The Derby
LEZOO     
Cheveley Park Stakes 
MINZAAL     
Sprint Cup
STATE OF REST   
Prince of Wales Stakes



In conversation with GBRI… 
British Racing: Invest in the Best

British Racing: Invest in the Best
Ambassador Nick Luck explains the campaign
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Alpinista 
Group 1 winner in three countries 
trained by Sir Mark Prescott

Adrian O’Brien
Consigned two 2022 stateside Group 1 
winners under his Hazelwood  
Bloodstock banner

Andrew Rosen 
US-based dual Group 1 winning owner 
in 2022 at Newmarket Racecourses

Watership Down Stud
Breeder of multiple champions

https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/world-leading-racehorses
https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/bloodstock-with-a-global-legacy
https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk
https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/world-class-racing
https://gbri-global-gold.jfdstaging.co.uk/birthplace-of-champions


Be A Part Of It: Owning in Britain
A five-part series showcasing the uniquely enjoyable experience of owning a racehorse in Britain.

EPISODE 1
Sir Mark Prescott on the history and heritage that  
underpins the British racing experience

EPISODE 2
Ed Bethell on the exceptional training environment that 
thoroughbreds enjoy in Britain

EPISODE 3
Ian Williams on the quality of facilities available in Britain

EPISODE 4
Harry & Roger Charlton on the experience of spending a  
morning with your trainer at the yard and on the gallops

EPISODE 5
Tom Clover on the quintessentially British  
raceday experience
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eorge Strawbridge might 
only make it over to a British 
racecourse occasionally, but the 
US-based educator, historian, 

investor, sportsman and philanthropist 
has had no shortage of successful days to 
celebrate from afar in 2022. 

Indeed, at the time of writing, Strawbridge’s 
horses trained in Britain are operating at 
an enviable 41% strike rate this year, and 
the owner is on track to break his record 
of 19 wins in a calendar year, with 11 on the  
board already. 

Of those winners, Free Wind (pictured) 
would be Strawbridge’s most high-profile 
horse currently in training. The Tattersalls 
Book 1 graduate looked like a Group 1 winner 
in waiting when overcoming trouble in 
running to land an impressive victory in the 
Group 2 Lancashire Oaks on her seasonal 

reappearance in July and might get her shot 
at top-level honours in the Yorkshire Oaks at 
York’s Ebor Festival in August. 

Also in residence at Clarehaven Stables 
is an especially promising two-year-old 
in the form of Epictetus This homebred 
Kingman colt out of Group 1 winner Thistle 
Bird carried the famous white and green 
Strawbridge silks to a facile victory in a Class 
3 maiden at Newmarket’s July Festival and 
holds an entry in the 2023 Derby. 

John Gosden, who is always eager to 
emphasise his admiration for owner-
breeders, said in the aftermath of that 
winning debut: “Mr Strawbridge bought 
the mare from the Rothschild dispersal and 
she was an exceptionally talented Group 1 
winner ... To go to Kingman and get a horse 
like that straight away, it’s all about the 
owner-breeder really.” 

George Strawbridge

as featured in The Owner Breeder magazine

INTERNATIONAL  
OWNER IN FOCUS

It is Gosden, now training alongside son 
Thady, who has been responsible for 
Strawbridge’s Group 1 success in recent 
years. The latest top-flight winner, homebred 
Dubawi mare Journey, has since joined 
Strawbridge’s broodmare band. 

Meanwhile, with a handful of horses in 
training with Andrew Balding in 2022, 
Strawbridge continues his longstanding 
association with Kingsclere, where 1991 
Queen Elizabeth II Stakes winner Selkirk was 
trained by Ian Balding. 

Having been involved in British racing for 
over 35 years, Strawbridge is one of Britain’s 
most loyal overseas supporters. A record-
breaking year in 2022 would represent a 
significant and much-deserved feat. 

G

August 2022 issue
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oniface Ho Ka Kui is relatively 
new on the British racing 
scene, but the businessman 
based in Hong Kong is far from 

unfamiliar with the game, having been an 
owner in Asia and Australia for a number of  
years already.

He had his first British runner in October 
2020 and, by the end of the year, had 
recorded three wins from four runs, with 
his first two British runners, Irish Legend 
and Oz Legend, breaking their maidens on 
their first and second outings respectively. 

Irish Legend won two of his next three 
races and gave Ho a Royal Ascot runner 
early in his first full year of ownership in 
Britain. The horse earned a third place in 
the Class 2 handicap on the final day of the 
2021 Royal Meeting.

2022 has proven a breakthrough year for 
the international owner. With a record 
of 11 wins from 48 runs at the time of 
writing, a strike rate of almost 25%, Ho 
has proven that he is an emerging force 
in the ownership ranks. He currently sits 
in the Top 25 of the British Flat Owners 

merican fashion retail executive 
Andrew Rosen’s direct 
involvement in British racing 
began in 2005, when he flew a 

handful of US-bred horses over the Atlantic 
to go into training with Brian Meehan. 

Having waited patiently for a first winner 
in his name on these shores, delivered the 
following May at Newmarket by Bicoastal, 
Rosen quickly went from strength to 
strength thereafter, landing a first Stakes 
success no less than three months later. 
Ever since, Rosen’s horses have been 
regular visitors to winners enclosures 
across Britain. 

Meehan would go on to produce further 
Stakes performers for the owner in the 
form of Group 3 winners Theyskens’ Theory 
and J Wonder, who both gave the owner an 
early taste of Group 1 action at Royal Ascot. 

More recently, Rosen has turned his hand 
to breeding. In 2017, his appropriately 
named Fashion Business, a homebred son 
of Frankel out of Icon Project, who was 
among Rosen’s early winners with Meehan, 
went on from a maiden win at Lingfield to 

sell to US partnership Little Red Feather 
Racing and Marsha Naify, running in Group 
1 company on the other side of the pond. 

Rosen’s success as a breeder has not 
been limited to the track. In the sale 
ring, Boccaccio, a son of Dubawi out of 
the aforementioned J Wonder, fetched 
850,000 guineas when selling to Stroud 
Coleman Bloodstock for Godolphin at 
Tattersalls October Yearling Sale Book 1 in 
2018. Unsurprisingly, both of Britain’s two 
leading sires have remained at the top of 
Rosen’s list of preferred covers for his select 
broodmare band. 

2022 has already been a memorable 
year for Rosen, who today has horses 
in training with Ralph Beckett, John and 
Thady Gosden, and Andrew Balding. Most 
notably, three-year-old filly Prosperous 
Voyage (pictured), owned in partnership 
with September 2021 ‘International Owner 
In Focus’ Marc Chan, turned the tables on 
multiple top-flight winner lnspiral in the 
Group 1 Falmouth Stakes. 

The owners juveniles have been showing 
great promise, too. Lezoo, a two-year-

INTERNATIONAL  
OWNER IN FOCUS A

B
K K Ho

Andrew Rosen 
old Zoustar filly who is also owned in 
partnership with Marc Chan, was the 
emphatic winner of the Group 3 Princess 
Margaret Stakes at Ascot on King George 
day, while fellow two-year-old Fully Wet, 
owned in partnership with Barry Schwartz, 
won on debut in a Class 4 and went on to 
the Group 3 Albany Stakes at Royal Ascot. 

With Group 1 entries in the upcoming 
months and some exciting recent covers 
for his mares, the best could still be yet to 
come for this American owner. 

September 2022 issue

Championship. Ho has had plenty to 
celebrate this summer, notably his first 
two British Group wins with Deauville 
Legend (pictured). The stayer, trained by 
James Ferguson, triumphed in the Group 
3 Bahrain Trophy Stakes during the July 
Festival at Newmarket and went one grade 
better to land the Group 2 Great Voltigeur 
Stakes during the Ebor Festival at York by 
over two lengths. He is now being aimed at 
the Melbourne Cup.

Ho’s current portfolio of trainers also 
includes James Fanshawe, William Haggas 
and Joseph Parr. 

“Bon and his wife Henrietta are passionate 
about horses and horse racing,” says 
Avenue Bloodstock’s Mark McStay, 
bloodstock agent and representative for 
Ho in Europe. 

“His plan is to buy top class horses in 
Europe and keep them in training here 
if they perform at the highest level, like 
Deauville Legend is doing. If not, he will 
have horses that can be very competitive 
in Group races in Australia and Hong Kong.

“He could not come to England to see 
Deauville Legend win his two Group races 
at the big festivals due to Covid restrictions 
in Hong Kong, but he really wished he 
was here. He has a great appreciation for 
good horses and good racing. He knows 
the quality of horses he competed against 
in the UK at Royal Ascot, Newmarket, 
Goodwood and York. He gets great 
pleasure out of it.”

October 2022 issue
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From The Horse’s Mouth: Q&A

In what respect do you 
feel the British racing and 
breeding industry is a 
world leader?

What would you say has 
been the/your biggest 
coup at the Tattersalls 
October Yearling Sale?

What is one of your best 
racing memories in Britain 
and why is it special?

Which young British 
stallion’s progenies are 
you looking forward to 
seeing at Tattersalls  
this year?
 

1
Q

2
Q

3
Q

4
Q

QUESTIONS The unique history and tradition associated 
with British Flat Pattern racing is what attracts 
international runners and spectators to our 
racecourses and the late Queen Elizabeth II and 
her family have been integral to the magic of Royal 
Ascot. Some of the world’s greatest stallions at 
stud in Britain, with Dubawi at Darley and Frankel 
at Juddmonte.  This strength and depth in stallions 
are a catalyst for breeders to locate some of their 
best broodmares in Britain, making the GB suffix 
highly sought after globally.

Euro Charline must rank up there – winner of 
the Beverly D Stakes, initially bought for the 
minimum bid of just 800gns and then purchased 
by Scuderia Blueberry for 13,000gns from Book 3. 
For Newmarket trainer Marco Botti she was a four-
time winner, placed three further times in Group/
Grade 1 company, including at Royal Ascot, earned 
over £1.5m and was then sold on as a broodmare 
for 750,000gns to Japan. High-quality horses and 
success can come from any box at Park Paddocks 
over the two weeks.

I have been very fortunate to have witnessed many 
of the great races, horses and moments of the last 
forty years. I have been involved in the running of 
Plumpton and Musselburgh racecourses, which 
gave an even greater connection and sense of 
achievement when you’ve witnessed a future star 
or a significant event. However, my best memory 
would be Frankie’s Magnificent Seven at Ascot. 
The atmosphere during the final furlong of the last 
race and the roar when Frankie passed the post 
first on Fujiyama Crest was unlike anything I have 
experienced either before.

I'm looking forward to seeing Study Of Man's first 
crop of yearlings during the October Yearling Sale.  
As a son of Deep Impact, he offers an outcross 
pedigree and with Miesque on his female line there 
are a wealth of black type performers in his family. I 
was lucky enough to see him paraded at Lanwades 
Stud during the recent International Thoroughbred 
Breeders' Federation (ITBF) Conference.

Claire Sheppard 
CEO of the TBA
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Over the past 20 years British breeding has 
regained its position at the top table.  Massive 
investment, particularly by the Maktoum 
family has ensured that several of the very 
best current and potential stallions stand in 
Britain. In order to maximise the potential of 
these stallions, breeders have in turn invested 
heavily in quality broodmares.  As a result, the 
progeny now on British stud farms is second 
to none. No answer to this question could 
be complete without mention of the late 
HM Queen Elizabeth, whose loss to British 
racing will only truly become apparent as the 
future unfolds.

Standing the stallions that we do, it is the 
breeders who we hope will reap rich rewards 
at the sales. Fortunately, this is happening 
more often as the quality of our young  
horses improves.

I am fortunate to have many memories of 
wonderful days at the racecourse under 
both codes. To isolate two, I would firstly 
like to relive the day Masar won at Epsom in 
the blue colours. Being a homebred by New 
Approach and trained at Moulton Paddocks, 
he encompassed every facet that makes up 
Godolphin. And our Principal was there to 
enjoy it as well. It was also a special day when 
Blue Point won his second Kings Stand and 
became the first horse to win three of Royal 
Ascot’s great G1 sprinting prizes.

Masar, mentioned above, will have his first-
crop yearlings going through the sale ring 
this Autumn, along with Too Darn Hot and 
Darley’s Blue Point. Given their race record 
and strong pedigree, we are eagerly awaiting 
to see how they will be received. The first foals 
of Pinatubo, who also appear at the sales this 
autumn, will be very exciting too.

Sam Bullard  
Director of stallions at Darley
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Photo credit: Tattersalls,  
The Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association
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Mark Johnston  
Trainer

British racing is a world leader in that the races run here have consistently 
produced some of the highest rated horses in the world. Other nations 
are constantly challenging for the position of world leader but British 
racing has been the most consistent producer of the top horses. This 
is, I believe, largely down to the heritage of British racing, its variety of 
courses, and the consequential desire of the world’s biggest, and richest, 
owners to race their horses here and invest in British racing. 

I have been buying horses at the Tattersalls October Yearling Sales for 
36 years and there have been many coups. In recent years I, along with 
son Charlie, have bought more Tattersalls Book 1 Bonus winners that any 
other buyer. In my early years the purchase of St. James Palace Stakes 
winner Bijou D’Inde for 20,000 guineas in 1994 was one that I was most 
proud of. I had done my homework well (to tell the truth, my late sister 
Lyn had done it for me), at a time when there were no aids like Equineline 
or Weatherbys Sales guides, and I was aware that the mare Pushkar had 
already produced good horses, by moderate sires, and that Cadeaux 
Genereux was by far the best stallion she had visited. Of her five winners 
from five runners, only two had acquired small ‘black type’ and so the 
catalogue didn’t do the mare justice. Looking back now it shows me that 
the buying policies which I developed at the beginning of my career have 
stood the test of time and have been a big factor in my success. In more 
recent times, the biggest coup in terms of purchase price to resale value 
would be Vintage Stakes winner, Dark Vision, purchased from Book 3 
for 15,000 guineas. And I am very proud of having bought Subjectivist 
a year after buying his half-brother Sir Ron Priestly at the same sale and 
before that sibling had managed to win a race.

My memories are generally of horses rather than individual races. Mister 
Baileys and his Guineas win that proved to be a major landmark in my 
career; Double Trigger and, in particular, his second Goodwood Cup when 
he beat his full-brother Double Eclipse; Attraction with her unique action 
and her dual Classic wins in 2004 followed by what I consider to be her 
best ever performance in the Coronation Sakes at Royal Ascot; Shamardal, 
probably the best horse I ever trained; and Subjectivist for his demolition 
job on one of the best Ascot Gold Cup line-ups. Looking beyond my own 
yard I’d say that one race every racing fan should watch again is the 1997 
Nunthorpe Stakes when Coastal Bluff dead heated with Ya Malak. We 
saw the first Group 1 victory for a female rider, Alex Greeves, in the UK 
and Kevin Darley riding a Group 1 winner without a bridle. 

I have to think outside the box at the sales in order to find quality in my 
price range. Last year Charlie and I supported Cracksman and it paid off 
handsomely for us but he’ll probably be more popular this time round 
and we might struggle to afford his progeny. Golden Horn could go the 
opposite way as he has recently moved to Overbury Stud to stand as a 
dual-purpose sire. There could be some real bargains by Golden Horn 
as he was surely still getting some good mares two years ago. And I 
hope to buy something by Study of Man, the only son of Deep Impact 
standing in the UK.
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The British bred thoroughbred has been revered throughout the world 
for as long as I can remember. I am sure our bloodlines going back so 
many generations and our classic race structure is the blueprint for every 
racing nation. As a result our horses are sort after by every racing nation 
and foreign investment into our bloodlines has become so important.  
We must make sure that our product remains of the highest standard.

The biggest coup for the Tattersalls yearlings sales has been the success 
of the graduates in the USA. This has meant a considerable increase in 
American expenditures in Book 1 and to a lesser extent in book 2. The book 
1 bonus has also been a significant help to encourage people to buy in 
book 1 at a lower level. Personally, I remember buying a foal by Refuse To 
Bend for 6,000gns. We put him in book 1 and resold him for 90,000gns. 

My best racing memory has been watched Frankel in all his races. He 
was the best racehorse I have ever seen and his performance in the 2000 
Guineas will always be remembered. He is now becoming a sensational 
stallion which is so important to the breed.

It looks like the Scat Daddy bloodlines are going to become very important, 
so any sons need to be taken very seriously. The next on the production 
line is Sergei Prokofiev so he will be my pick.

Jamie Railton 
Bloodstock agent & Consignor
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