
 

 

 

Technical Consultation on the Consequential 
Changes to the Permitted Development Rights 

Overview 

This technical consultation seeks views on detailed consequential changes to specific national 

permitted development rights as a result of amendments made to use classes from 1 September 

2020. 

 

 
Introductory text 

Please fill out your personal details on the Introduction page and read and accept the conditions on 

Personal Data and Privacy notice pages before beginning the survey. 

Answer the questions by clicking the drop down, then add further comments in the text boxes 

provided. 

 

 



Introduction 

This consultation document and consultation process have been planned to adhere to the 

Consultation Principles issued by the Cabinet Office. 

 

Representative groups are asked to give a summary of the people and organisations they 

represent, and where relevant who else they have consulted in reaching their conclusions when 

they respond. 

 

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal data, may be published or 

disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom 

of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and the Environmental 

Information Regulations 2004). 

 

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential please be aware that, as a 

public authority, the Department is bound by the Freedom of Information Act and may therefore be 

obliged to disclose all or some of the information you provide. In view of this it would be helpful if 

you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. If we 

receive a request for disclosure of the information, we will take full account of your explanation, but 

we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An 

automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as 

binding on the Department. 

 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government will process your personal data in 

accordance with the law and in the majority of circumstances this will mean that your personal data 

will not be disclosed to third parties. A full privacy notice is included at Annex B. 

 

Individual responses will not be acknowledged unless specifically requested. 

 
Your opinions are valuable to us. Thank you for taking the time to read this document and respond. 

 
Are you satisfied that this consultation has followed the Consultation Principles? If not, or you 

have any other observations about how we can improve the process, please contact us via the 

complaints procedure <https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for- 

communities-and-local-government/about/complaints-procedure> . 

 
 

Name: 

Name (Required) 

Fabio Miccoli 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-communities-and-local-government/about/complaints-procedure
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-communities-and-local-government/about/complaints-procedure


Email address: 

If you enter your email address then you will automatically receive an acknowledgement email 

when you submit your response. 

Email (Required) 
 

 

What is the type of organisation that you work for? 

(Required) 

Please click below to select one of the options 

 

Other 

 

 

If other please specify: 

 
 
 

 

If applicable, what is the name of your organisation? 

Organisation 

 

 

What is your position in the organisation? 

What is your position in the organisation? 

 
 
 
  
 

Research and Policy Analyst at Network Homes, London based housing association currently 
chairing the G15. 

The G15 is the group of London’s largest housing associations. 

G15 

G15@networkhomes.org.uk 



Personal Data 

About this consultation 

This consultation document and consultation process have been planned to adhere to the 

Consultation Principles issued by the Cabinet Office. 

 

Representative groups are asked to give a summary of the people and organisations they 

represent, and where relevant who else they have consulted in reaching their conclusions when 

they respond. 

 

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal data, may be published, or 

disclosed in accordance with the access to information regimes (these are primarily the Freedom 

of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA), and the Environmental 

Information Regulations 2004). 

 

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential please be aware that, as a 

public authority, the Department is bound by the Freedom of Information Act and may therefore be 

obliged to disclose all or some of the information you provide. In view of this it would be helpful if 

you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided as confidential. If we 

receive a request for disclosure of the information, we will take full account of your explanation, but 

we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all circumstances. An 

automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as 

binding on the Department. 

 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government will process your personal data in 

accordance with the law and in the majority of circumstances this will mean that your personal data 

will not be disclosed to third parties. A full privacy notice is included on the next page. 

 

Individual responses will not be acknowledged unless specifically requested. 

 
Your opinions are valuable to us. Thank you for taking the time to read this document and respond. 

 
Are you satisfied that this consultation has followed the Consultation Principles? If not, or you 

have any other observations about how we can improve the process, please contact us via the 

complaints procedure <https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for- 

communities-and-local-government/about/complaints-procedure> . 

 
 

I confirm that I have read, understand and agree to the above 

(Required) 
 

☒Yes 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-communities-and-local-government/about/complaints-procedure
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-communities-and-local-government/about/complaints-procedure


Privacy notice 

The following is to explain your rights and give you the information you are be entitled to under the 

data protection legislation. 

 
 
 

These rights apply to your personal data (your name, address, and anything that could be used to 

identify you personally) not the content of your response to the consultation. 

 
 
 

1. The identity of the data controller and contact details of our Data Protection Officer 

 
The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) is the data controller. The 

Data Protection Officer can be contacted at: dataprotection@communities.gov.uk 

 
 
 

2. Why we are collecting your personal data 

 
Your personal data is being collected as an essential part of the consultation process, so that we 

can contact you regarding your response and for statistical purposes. We may also use it to 

contact you about related matters. 

 
 
 

3. Our legal basis for processing your personal data 

 
Article 6(1)(e) of the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 (GPDR) provides that processing 

shall be lawful if processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public 

interest or in the exercise of official authority vested in the controller. 

 
Section 8(d) of the Data Protection Act 2018 further provides that this shall include processing of 

personal data that is necessary for the exercise of a function of the Crown, a Minister of the Crown 

or a government department. 

 
 
 

The processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the public interest or in the 

exercise of official authority vested in the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 

Government. The task is consulting on departmental policies or proposals or obtaining opinion data 

in order to develop good effective government policies in relation to planning. 

 
 
 

4. With whom we will be sharing your personal data 

mailto:dataprotection@communities.gov.uk


We will not share your personal data with organisations outside of MHCLG without contacting you 

for your permission first. 

 
 
 

5. For how long we will keep your personal data, or criteria used to determine the retention 

period. 

 

Your personal data will be held for two years from the closure of the consultation. 

 
 

 
6. Your rights, e.g. access, rectification, erasure 

 
The data we are collecting is your personal data, and you have considerable say over what 

happens to it. You have the right: 

 

a. to see what data, we have about you 

 
b. to ask us to stop using your data, but keep it on record 

 
c. to ask to have all or some of your data deleted or corrected 

 
d. to lodge a complaint with the independent Information Commissioner (ICO) if you think we are 

not handling your data fairly or in accordance with the law. You can contact the ICO at 

https://ico.org.uk, or telephone 0303 123 1113. 

 
 

 
7. Storage of your personal data 

 
We are using Citizen Space to collect data for this consultation, so your information will be stored 

on their UK-based servers in the first instance. Your data will not be sent overseas. We have taken 

all necessary precautions to ensure that your data protection rights are not compromised by our 

use of third-party software. 

 

If you submit information to this consultation using our third-party survey provider, it will be moved 

to our secure government IT systems within six months of the consultation closing date 

(03 June 2021). 

 
 

 
8. Your personal data will not be used for any automated decision making 



I confirm that I have read, understand and agree to the above 

(Required) 

☒  Yes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 



 
Background 

Following the changes made to planning use classes from 1 September 2020, it is necessary to 

make a number of consequential changes to existing permitted development rights that make 

reference to the former use classes or uses. Details of the proposed changes are set out in the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-

service-infrastructure.  The proposed changes are split into two groups a) Minor and technical changes 

and b) More significant. This online survey should be completed with reference to the proposals set out in the 

consultation document. 

 

a) Minor technical changes  

 

Paragraph 13 of the consultation document and the associated table set out the detail of the 

proposed minor technical changes. These include where a reference to a former use class is now 

updated to refer to the new. For example, where a refence to an A1 shop is updated to E (a). 

There are proposed minor and technical changes to 10 rights and two paragraphs. 
 

 

Q1. Do you have any comments on the proposed minor technical 

changes? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

No 

Please give your comments: 

 

We agree that the proposed minor technical changes ensure consistency within the reviewed 
Use Class Order. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-service-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-service-infrastructure
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-service-infrastructure


b) More significant changes 

An additional 22 individual rights require broader changes, as set out in the table below. Many of 

the rights are linked, and therefore some questions below are related to one another. For example 

there are a number of rights that relate to change of use to uses now within the Commercial, 

Business and Service use class, or to former D2 assembly and leisure uses. Where possible we 

have grouped related matters thematically. 

 
Q2) Part 3, Class A 

Part 3, Class A: restaurants, cafes, or takeaways to retail 
 

 

Q 2(a) Do you agree that there should be single Part 3 right to allow the 

change of use from: (m) casino (Classes C, K (part), (n) betting office 

(Classes C, E, F J (part), JA) (o) pay day loan shop (Classes C, E, F, J 

(part), JA) (r) hot food takeaway (Class A) to the Commercial Business 

and Service use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons: 

 

  
 

We agree that creating a single merged right – allowing these uses to change to any use within 
the Commercial, Business and Service use class – is in line with the aspiration to provide 
greater flexibility within the same class. This would allow commercial spaces across urban 
neighbourhoods to quickly adapt to changing local needs and effectively meet demand for new 
amenities. 



Q 2(b) If there is agreed to be a single right, do you agree that this single 

right should not be subject to any limitations, such as a size limit, or 

exclusions for listed buildings etc? 
 

Please click below to select one of the options 

 Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 
 

Q 2(c) If there is agreed to be a single right, do you agree that this single 

right should not be subject to conditions, such as matters for prior 

approval in respect of restaurants or other uses? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons: 

 

See answer to Q2(a) above. 

For the same reasons highlighted in our answer to Q2(a) above, we agree that, in relation to 
business/commercial spaces, this single right should not be subject to any limitations, such as 
a size limit. However, regarding conversions from the Commercial, Business and Service use 
class to residential, there is the strategic risk that removing the size limit might result in 
reduced opportunities for wholesale redevelopment/re-master planning that regenerate and 
improve the built environment overall, as more developers go down the conversion route. We 
believe that Government’s intention to retain a size limit of 1,500 sqm of floorspace changing 
use from commercial to residential – as recently emphasised in the Government’s response to 
the consultation on ‘Supporting housing delivery and public service infrastructure’ – will partly 
address this concern. 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/jfd-g15/G15-Response-to-supporting-housing-delivery-consultation-February-2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-service-infrastructure/outcome/supporting-housing-delivery-and-public-service-infrastructure-government-response


Q 2(d) Given the flexibility to move within the use Commercial, Business 

and Service use class, do you agree that any single consolidated right 

should not provide an exclusion in respect of offices in article 2 (3) land? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons: 

 

 

Q3) Part 3, Class G 

Part 3, Class G retail or betting office or pay day loan shop to mixed use. 
 

 

Q3. Do you agree that the existing Class G right of Part 3 should be 

broadened to allow for up to 2 flats above (mixed use) any premises in 

the Commercial, Business and Service use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons: 

 
 

As highlighted in our response to the consultation on ‘Supporting housing delivery and public 
service infrastructure’, the G15 welcomes mechanisms to increase the supply of housing, such 
as the above proposal to allow for up to 2 flats above (mixed use) any premises in the 
Commercial, Business and Service use class, as long as quality standards around building 
safety and design are properly enforced through the prior approval process. 
We are in favour of policy reforms that ensure additional housing is provided in the right 
places. However, as already emphasised in our previous response, that should include the 
provision of much needed affordable housing. We do have concerns about these proposals, as 
they currently stand, particularly the lack of any reference to potential contribution the 
permitted development rights (PDR) route should make towards affordable housing. 

See answer to Q2(a) above. 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/jfd-g15/G15-Response-to-supporting-housing-delivery-consultation-February-2021.pdf


Q4) Part 3, Class H 

Part 3, Class H mixed use to retail. 

 
Paragraph 31 refers. See also Class G of Part 3 above. 
 

Q4. Do you agree that the Class H right of Part 3 be amended to allow 

change of use from 2 flats mixed use with Commercial, Business Service 

use to Commercial, Business Service use? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

 Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We agree that greater flexibility should be granted so that places can quickly adapt to changing 
local conditions and provide the right mix of housing, amenities, facilities and services a 
community needs, in line with the National Planning Policy Framework’s requirement to 
achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places. 



Q5) Part 3, Class I 

Part 3, Class I industrial and general business conversions. 
 

 

Q5. Do you agree that the Class I right of Part 3 for the change of use 

from industrial, or storage and distribution, to light industrial use is 

withdrawn? 
 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We agree that change of use from general industry could see inappropriate Commercial, 
Business and Service uses in areas used for industry or warehouse use. 



Q6) Part 3, Class J 

Part 3, Class J retail or betting office or pay day loan shop to assembly and leisure. 

 

Q 6(a) Do you agree that permitted development rights are amended to 

no longer allow the change of use to uses from the former D2 Assembly 

and leisure use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons 

 

 

Q 6(b) Do you agree that the Class J Part 3 right that provides for the 

change of use of retail uses, betting office or pay day loan shop to the 

former D2 assembly and leisure use class is withdrawn? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons: 

 

 
 

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class 
Order. 

Considering that the former assembly and leisure (D2) use class are now fragmented across 
the Commercial, Business and Service use class E (d), Local Community (F2), and individual 
uses (article 3(6)), we agree that the proposed amendments will avoid complexity and ensure 
consistency within the reviewed Use Class Order. 



Q7) Part 3, Class K 

Part 3, Class K casinos to assembly and leisure 

Q7. Do you agree that the Class K Part 3 right that provides for the 

change of use of casinos to the former D2 assembly and leisure use 

class is withdrawn? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes  

 Please give your reasons 

 

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class 
Order. 



Q8) Part 3, Class M 

Class M retail, takeaways, and specified sui generis uses to dwellinghouses 
 

 

Q 8(a) Do you agree that the Class M right of Part 3 be amended to 

continue to allow the change of use from a hot food takeaway, betting 

office, pay day loan shop, or launderette to residential C3 use? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 
  
 

Q 8(b) Do you agree that the Class M right of Part 3 should allow for prior 

approval on the adequate provision of local services as a launderette? 
 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

In our response to the consultation on ‘Supporting housing delivery and public service 
infrastructure’ we agreed that housing has a role to play in reimagining our town centres and, 
given the pervading housing crisis we are currently witnessing, it is reasonable to assume that 
conversions to residential can contribute to increased housing supply in our cities. 
However, we take this opportunity to reiterate some of our concerns in relation to 
Government’s announced reforms of the PDR route: 

• Contribution towards affordable homes. It is imperative that permitted development 
rights (PDRs) contribute towards affordable housing and local infrastructure, either 
through Section 106 or cash-in-lieu payments to local authorities. PDR is currently 
providing a route for developers to convert commercial buildings to residential without 
requiring a contribution to affordable housing. 

• Good quality and building safety. A strong emphasis on the quality of conversions will 
be essential in order to deliver homes which are fit for purpose and meet servicing 
standards. In this regard, we welcome Government’s decision to introduce new quality 
requirements for homes delivered under PDR, making sure that building and safety 
regulations are met regardless of the route to planning permission. We as well agree 
that all new homes delivered under such rights should meet the Nationally Described 
Space Standards and provide for adequate natural lighting. 

• Provision of on-site amenity space. A key concern with regards to the overall quality 
achieved through PDR conversions is the lack of requirement to provide on-site private 
and communal amenity space. Whilst we recognise some existing buildings will not lend 
themselves to provide balconies or winter gardens, there should be a push, where 
feasible, to provide some on-site amenity space for new residents. 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/jfd-g15/G15-Response-to-supporting-housing-delivery-consultation-February-2021.pdf


 

 
 
 

Q9) Part 3, Class R 

Part 3, Class R agricultural buildings to a flexible commercial use 
 

 

Q 9(a) Do you agree that the Class R right of Part 3 should be amended 

to expand the flexible use of agricultural buildings to include the 

Commercial Business and service use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons 

 

 

Q 9(b) Do you agree that the Class R right of Part 3 should be amended 

to no longer allow the flexible use of agricultural buildings for those uses 

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class 
Order. 

We agree that this right should allow for prior approval on the adequate provision of 
launderettes, as these can be valued local services in some areas. Moreover, we believe that 
the implementation of changes of use to residential should take regard of the long-term impact 
of conversions on the provision of a wider range of essential community facilities – including 
GP practices – as well as considerations on the role played by mixed-use neighbourhoods in 
preserving the dynamism of local economies. 



within the former D2 assembly and leisure use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 

Q10) Part 3, Class S 

Part 3, Class S agricultural buildings to state-funded school or registered nursery. 
 

 

Q10. Do you agree that the Class S right of Part 3 is amended to allow 

only for the change of use of an agricultural building to a state funded 

school? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 
 
 
 

We acknowledge that agricultural buildings will still be able to move to a nursery under Class 
R, so the opportunity to change use to a nursery remains. We therefore agree that the 
proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class Order. 

As per Q6(a), considering that the former assembly and leisure (D2) use class are now 
fragmented across the Commercial, Business and Service use class E (d), Local Community 
(F2), and individual uses (article 3(6)), we agree that the proposed amendments will avoid 
complexity and ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class Order. 



Q11) Part 3, Class T 

Part 3, Class T business, hotels etc to state-funded schools or registered nursery. 

Q 11(a) Do you agree that the Class T right of Part 3 is amended to allow 

the change of use to a state funded school, and no longer allow the 

change of use to a registered nursery? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 

Q 11(b) Do you agree that the Class T right of Part 3 be amended to 

additionally allow for the change of use from the Commercial, Business 

and Service use class to a state funded school? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class 
Order. 

See answer to Q10 above. 



Q 11(c) Do you agree that the Class T right of Part 3 be amended to no 

longer allow for the change of use from uses in the former D2 assembly 

and leisure use classes, such as cinemas and live music venues, and 

from the F2 use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 

We agree that these amendments will preserve the protections provided to valuable 
community assets within the Local Community (F2) use class and uses such as live music 
venues and cinemas etc now listed in article 3 (6). 



Q12) Part 4, Class C 

Part 4, Class C use as a state-funded school for 2 academic years. 
 

 

Q 12(a) Do you agree that the Class C right of Part 4 be amended to no 

longer allow for the change of use from uses now within the Local 

Community (F2) use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons 

 

 

Q 12(b) Do you agree that the permitted development right is amended to 

no longer allow the change of use from uses within the former D2 

Assembly and leisure use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 

See answer to Q11(c) above. 

See answer to Q11(c) above. 
 



Q13) Part 4, Class CA 

Part 4, Class CA provision of a temporary state-funded school on previously vacant commercial 

land. 

Q13(a) Do you agree that the Class CA right of Part 4 be amended to 

additionally allow for the change of use from vacant land within the 

Commercial, Business and Service use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

Q 13(b) Do you agree that the Class CA right of Part 4 be amended to no 

longer allow for the change of use from vacant land uses in the former D2 

assembly and leisure use classes, such as cinemas and live music 

venues, and in the Local Community F2 use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

See answer to Q11(c) above. 
 

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class 
Order. 



Q14) Part 4, Class D 

Part 4, Class D shops, financial, cafes, takeaways etc to temporary flexible use. 
 

 

Q14. Do you agree that the Class D right of Part 4 is amended to allow 

the temporary change of use? From: the Commercial, Business and 

Service use class (E), and specified article 3 (6) uses: hot food takeaway 

(r), betting office (n) and pay day loan shop (o) To: Another Commercial, 

Business and Service use class (E) use, or specified F1 Learning and 

non-residential institutions uses: display of art (b), museum (c), public 

library (d), public hall or exhibition hall (e) 
 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons 

 

We agree that extending the scope of this right to the wider Commercial, Business and Service 
use class E would effectively support business start-ups trialling new business models, whilst 
enabling the urban space to quickly adapt to changing economic conditions. Furthermore, we 
agree that local communities will benefit from a greater range of temporary change of use that 
includes F1 Learning institutions. 



Q15) Part 7, Class A 

Part 7, Class A extensions etc of shops or financial or professional premises. 
 

 

Q 15(a) Do you agree that a single Part 7 right, merging Classes A and F, 

allow for the extension or alteration of buildings in the Commercial 

Business and Service use class? 
 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 
 

Q 15(b) Where a single right is introduced, do you further agree that the 

Part 7 right allow for ground floor extensions only: no higher than 4 

metres, or within 2 metres of boundary? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

  

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency – in respect to extensions and 
alterations of buildings – within the reviewed Commercial, Business and Service use class. We 
recognise that this is a significant broadening of the right, applying to wider range of uses for 
the first time. As such, we agree that the introduction of a single right to extension/alteration for 
the whole use class E – which now includes both shops and offices – should account for 
considerations in respect of development adjoining residential use. 

In line with what reported in the consultation document, we acknowledge that extending this 
flexibility to all Commercial, Business and Service uses could be impactful on neighbours and 
may give rise to local complaints. We therefore agree with the proposed reform that a single 
right mirrors the existing right for shops – former Class A – and allows for ground floor single 
storey extensions only, and that it not apply to land adjoining residential use. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/technical-consultation-on-consequential-changes-to-permitted-development-rights/technical-consultation-on-consequential-changes-to-permitted-development-rights


Q16) Part 7, Class E 

Part 7, Class E hard surfaces for shops, catering or financial or professional premises. 

Q 16(a) Do you agree that a single Part 7 right merges Classes E and G, 

and which is broadened to allow for hard surfaces for premises in the 

Commercial Business and Service use class? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons 

 
 

Q 16(b) Do you agree that the single Part 7 right also allow for hard 

surfaces for a public house, wine bar or other drinking establishments, 

drinking establishment with expanded food provision, and hot food 

takeaways listed in article 3 (6)? 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

Please give your reasons: 

 

 
 

See answer to Q16(a) above. 

We agree the proposed amendments will ensure consistency within the reviewed Use Class 
Order. 
 



Q17) Further Comments 

Q17. Do you have any further comments you wish to make? 
 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

 

If so, please note any comments here: 

 
 
 

In relation to conversions to residential through the PDR route, we are concerned that a 
widespread recourse to permitted development rights might in fact counteract the National 
Planning Policy Framework’s requirement to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places with 
the right mix of housing, amenities, facilities and services a community needs. 
In this context – and in line with our previous response – we reiterate our stance that local 
authorities should be granted a certain degree of flexibility to put forward specific areas that 
they want to exclude from PDR, in order to preserve their ability to promptly react to changing 
socio-economic circumstances, and grant local people and communities a space for investing 
in future business and social care opportunities. 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/jfd-g15/G15-Response-to-supporting-housing-delivery-consultation-February-2021.pdf


Qs 18 & 19) Public Sector Equality Duty Assessment and Impact 
Assessment 

Q18. Do you think that any of the proposed changes could impact on: 
 

Please select all that apply 

☐  a) businesses ☐  b) communities ☒  c) local planning authorities 

 

Please give your reasons. It would be helpful if you could specify whether your comments relate 

to a) business, b) local planning authorities, or c) communities, or a combination and which right 

or rights they particularly relate to. 

 

 

Q19. Do you think that any of the proposed changes could give rise to 

any impacts on people who share a protected characteristic? (Age; 

Disability; Gender Reassignment; Pregnancy and Maternity; Race; 

Religion or Belief; Sex; and Sexual Orientation). 

Please click below to select one of the options 

Yes 

If so, please give details and specify which right/s any comment relates to: 

 

In our response to the consultation on ‘Supporting housing delivery and public service 
infrastructure’ we mentioned that Government’s proposals around permitted development 
rights fail to account for the provision of affordable housing, which would indirectly damage 
who is in urgent need for a decent and affordable home. Considering that the pandemic-
induced crisis has been having a disproportionate impact on BAME communities – both in 
terms of health issues and financial repercussions – larger proportions of BAME people might 
be in higher need for affordable housing once the pandemic is over. Moreover, whilst the 
pandemic represents another blow for communities with protected characteristics, there is a 
long history of structural inequality which coincides with poorer economic outcomes and poorer 
housing. Along with concerns around quality, design and commercial amenities, unfettered 
conversions to residential could further entrench inequalities. 

Regarding conversions to residential, the Government declared that the right would attract a 
fee of £100 per dwellinghouse. Although this is an improvement from a previously proposed 
fee of £96, it is still considerably lower than the cost of a standard planning application – i.e. 
£462 per house. Given the high number of prior approval matters to be assessed by local 
planning authorities (LPAs), resourcing requirements are still likely to be high. 
As we mentioned in our previous response, although the proposed reforms are intended to 
reduce workload for the LPAs, significant review of proposals are still required. LPAs would 
receive a lower ‘application’ fee at a time when they are under resourced and still facing 
budget cuts. Moreover, the reduction of resources at the level of LPAs will in turn impact 
quality because there will be less scrutiny of proposals. 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/jfd-g15/G15-Response-to-supporting-housing-delivery-consultation-February-2021.pdf
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/jfd-g15/G15-Response-to-supporting-housing-delivery-consultation-February-2021.pdf

