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Logline 

A week before the start of the First World War, a car race is 

held in Livonia. The ride is attended by a young Frenchwoman 

who longs for freedom and sincere human relations; her 

marriage has hit a dead end. Participating in a car race in 

the tense atmosphere of an imminent catastrophe brings an 

unexpected turn in the woman's life. 

 

Synopsis  

The script is based on the book The Last Motor Race of the 

Empire. 

 
In July 1914, a car race took place in the Governorate of 

Livonia, in which several representatives of the Baltic German 

and Russian nobility, as well as Maria, a beautiful French 

lady took part. The race was organized by the Baltic 

Automobile and Aero Club for the Grand Duchess Victoria 

Feodorovna Prize. 

 

One of the first scenes is the reception in the honour of the 

French President Raymond Poincaré on his visit to St. 

Petersburg. Among the participants of the festive event there 

are several characters of the story, who would be travelling 

to Estonia for the competition starting the following day.  

 

Alongside the car race a story unfolds about Maria, a French 

lady married to a Baltic German aristocrat. She and her 

husband are planning to take part in the upcoming event. 

However, tension can be sensed in their relationship, and a 

conflict arises between the spouses on the morning of the 

second day of the race. Maria, despite her husband's 

opposition, decides to continue the race on her own. 

 

A fellow club member Count Ermes Berg offers his driver Johan 

in her assistance; also Ermes's uncle, retired general Georg 

Berg is travelling in Maria's car as a passenger. 

 

On the sixth day of the competition, Maria receives a telegram 

from her husband -- she has been left on her own. The woman 

finds herself at a crossroads and has to decide how to move 

on. 

 

In the course of the race, Maria has developed a trusting 

relationship with Johan, who comes from a humble family but is 

well educated. Thanks to Johan and the old general travelling 

with them, Maria learns to see the world in new eyes, to 

notice beauty in things simple and natural, to value and to 

enjoy good human relationships. There are signs that Johan and 

Maria are becoming close. 



 

Simultaneously with the car race, the tense events taking 

place in St. Petersburg and the whole world are being 

observed, and these are rapidly developing in the worst 

possible direction. A telegram arrives at the closing banquet 

of the race, declaring a martial law -- the First World War 

has begun. One of the key scenes takes place in St. Petersburg 

Telegraph Office, from where the historical telegram is 

dispatched. A change of reality awaits all the competitors of 

race, who have been away from civilization for a week. The 

world they eventually return to is a different one. 

 

The race lasts for seven days and there are hints to the Book 

of Revelation. Throughout the journey, suspense is maintained 

by technical malfunctions hinting a sabotage, and by anomalous 

atmospheric phenomena. The story ends with a total solar 

eclipse, which actually occurred immediately after the 

outbreak of war. 

 

This story is not so much about specific characters and a 

motor race, but about a creeping disaster, about the ticking 

clock.  This is a story about how fragile our everyday life, 

seemingly unshakable and often bordering on dullness, may turn 

out to be. This is a story about the value of life. 

 


