
Essential Facts
•	 265km of pistes up to 2620m

•	 Shared slopes with Les Carroz d’Araches, 
Morillon, Sixt-fer-a-Cheval and Flaine

•	 Between Geneva and Mont Blanc

•	 One of the quickest transfers in the Alps

•	 Geneva is just 1hr 30mins by car

•	 Very attractive traditional village

•	 Perfect for dual season use

•	 Ideal hiking and 350km of mountain bike 
trails

Samoens, France



Resort Information
A stunning medieval town, and French heritage site, 
Samoens is one of the prettiest ski towns in Europe. 
With access to the fantastic Grand Massif ski area and 
a buzzing summer trade that remains more popular 
than the winters, this resort is the perfect dual season 
destination. 

The charming centre of the resort is traffic free, with 
the town square hosting markets and events, while 
the range of traditional shops and quaint bars and 
restaurants is excellent. The resort is a peaceful and 
traditional family resort, with plenty of activities for 
kids and adults alike. There is a market on Wednesdays 
that sells local produce, and several Savoyarde design 
shops full of bric-a-brack like old skis and bear skin 
rugs. 

The famous botanical garden, created in 1906 and the 
only one of its kind in the Alps, is located right in the 
centre of the town. It has over 5000 plants and is one 
of the most attractive features in the village during 
the summer months.



Skiers can park right at the bottom of the lift up the 
mountain in the mornings, or drive to Samoens 1600 
where you can get access to the slopes without using 
the gondola from Samoens itself. There are no ski 
slopes right the way down to the centre of town, but 
this town is about more than ski-in ski-out access. 

Expert’s Opinion
Our ski expert Fenella Hunter had this to say about 
the area:

“Samoens is an old medieval town, and as you might 
expect from a real French town, it’s got bags of charm. 
The mountain restaurants aren’t as swanky as the 
ones in the Three Valleys or the Espace Killy, but the 
food is good and they’re usually child friendly. 

Good skiers should check out the Gers bowl in 
particular, as well as the runs off the Cascades chair in 
Flaine. Samoens holds seasonal festivities in the main 
square, with fireworks and traditional stalls, so it’s 
worth paying a visit around Christmastime for that.” 

Getting there
Geneva is the nearest international airport and is just 
1 hour 30 minutes by car from Le Grand Massif. Lyon 
Saint Exupery and Grenoble are just over 2 hours, and 
Chambéry is 1 hour 45mins away. All have frequent 
services, particularly in the winter. 



Winter 
The Samoens slopes are excellent for intermediate 
skiers, and as a part of the Grand Massif it has access 
to an excellent variety of slopes from tricky black runs 
to gentle green tree lined trails. The slopes of Les 
Carroz and Morillon offer some interesting and varied 
skiing, while Flaine has some more challenging skiing.

The route down to Sixt can boast some of the most 
stunning scenery in the Alps, with the tricky Gers Bowl 
offering some of the best powder skiing in the area. 
The long Cascades run is a fantastic way to enjoy 
the scenery, while a fantastic restaurant towards the 
bottom offers lakeside dining, with a snowmobile to 
pick you up from below the restaurant. 

There is something for everyone in the resort, with 
an intermediate freestyle zone that always proves 
popular amongst the kids and a variety of rolling 
slopes leading to quaint Savoyarde mountain huts. 
With a summit of 2120m and a ski base of 1600m, 
Samoens’ skiing is more snow sure than would usually 
be expected from a resort altitude of less than 1000m.



Summer
As one of the lowest altitude resorts in France, Samoens 
has always been a popular summer destination. The 
resort has a stunning historic centre and is classified 
as a national heritage site, with its years as a centre 
of stonemasonry lending it a unique character. Right 
in the heart of the Haute Savoie, Samoens offers 
activities for all the family. 

With a picturesque central square that features a 
weekly market, a sunny position at the foot of the 
Alps and a loyal base of visitors who come to the town 
each year for the winter and summer sports. There 
are excellent facilities for rock climbing, hiking, hill 
walking and mountain biking, with the wooded slopes 
above the town offering interesting terrain. 

The resort has excellent water sports facilities, with 
rafting, canoe rafting and kayaking on the local river 
offering the most fun for the kids. There is also water 
skiing and swimming for those wanting something a 
little more relaxing, and airboat and hydro-speeding 
for those looking for something a little higher-octane. 
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Viewing
We have an intimate knowledge of all our resorts 
and we can recommend excellent hotels and local 
restaurants to ensure you have an informative and 
pleasurable trip. Simply let us know which dates 
you have in mind and we will arrange for one of our 
representatives to meet you and show you around. All 
you need to do is to book your flight and rent a hire 
car and we can help organise everything else for you. 

For further information about visits, please take a 
look at our visits guide.

FAQs
For everything you need to know about buying a 
property in the Alps, from legal advice to rental 
requirements, go to our FAQs. 

Company	Profile
Investors in Property specialise in the sale of ski 
chalets and apartments in Switzerland, Austria, 
France & Italy. We have over 20 years experience and 
an unrivalled knowledge of well established and up 
and coming ski resorts. We will provide expert advice 
and professional guidance through every step of your 
purchase. If you have any questions or need general 
advice please do not hesitate to contact us.

Contact
Simon Malster – Investors in Property
Tel: +44 (0)20 8905 5511
simon@investorsinproperty.com
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