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This short webinar will consider environmental resilience, from two different perspectives: a city-based approach and a topic based approach. 
Specifically, we are going to look at re-imagining Belfast and our relationship with Nature through Biodiversity, which is this year’s theme for 
World Environment Day. 

We have four speakers. 

1. Heidi Curran, Principal Environmental Consultant with Jacobs in Belfast: 

▪ a brief overview of the Belfast Resilience Strategy Consultation and 

▪ a bold plan to ‘Re-imagine’ connections within Belfast city centre.

2. Craig Johnson, Senior Environmental Consultant at Mabbett, Belfast: 

▪ will discuss the Implications for nature and biodiversity during the COVID-19 lockdown

3. Keith O’Flynn, Project Environmental Manager for the Grahams Farrans Joint Venture – Randalstown to Castledawson road scheme: 

▪ will discuss the Protection and enhancement of Biodiversity during the construction of major infrastructure projects

4. Donncha Madden, Ecologist with Arup: 

▪ will discuss Biodiversity Net Gain. 

Q&A: You may submit comments or queries at any time through the use of the text messaging on the webinar controls only please. We will 
respond to any points of clarification after each speaker but will otherwise save discussion and response to the comments to the end of the 
webinar. 



Re-imagining Belfast

Heidi Curran

Principal Environmental Consultant



Challenging today.
Our unique approach to challenge what’s accepted, using our expertise 
and knowledge to rethink the way we solve problems. 

Reinventing tomorrow.
The outcome, from the innovations we build for our clients to the 
positive impact our solution have on the world. 

To create a more connected, sustainable world.

Welcome

©Jacobs 20195



Our Values

To create a more connected, 
sustainable world.

We do things right.
We challenge the accepted.
We aim higher.
We live inclusion.
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Belfast Resilience Strategy
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By 2035….
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The Consultation on the Draft Strategy is open until 10th June. You can take part at:

https://yoursay.belfastcity.gov.uk/chief-executives/rmclbelfast-resilience-strategy/

https://yoursay.belfastcity.gov.uk/chief-executives/rmclbelfast-resilience-strategy/


A Bolder Vision for Belfast



A Bolder Vision for Belfast

Reimagining the Centre



Background

The aim of the Study is to have
an attractive, accessible, safe
and vibrant City Centre that
can be better used to:
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• Provide access for walkers and

cyclists;

• Create places for people to live;

• Encourage regeneration;

• Create healthy, vibrant, sustainable 

and shared spaces;and

• Enhance civic pride



Case for Change 
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…..the time is now

Underlining all these challenges is one key opportunity: 

a growing recognition that something needs to be 

done.



Wednesday 13th November: Vision Workshop

• 41 attendees from a full range of public, private 
and community-based Stakeholder groups.

• Focused on the 8 themes and visions / measures 
for the by 2035. 

Tuesday 12th November:  Residents Workshop
• 8 city centre community representatives 

attended
• Brown Square / Sailor Town / Carrick Hill / 

Lagan Village / Markets Development / 
SRCF / Ashton

• Fed back local issues and suggestions

Developing the Vision | Workshops and Principles 



City Centre as an 

Inclusive Place to 

Live, Work and Visit

Vibrant and 

Safe Streets

Community 

Focused 

Regeneration 

Prioritise 

Walking, 

Cycling & Public 

Transport

Overcoming 

Severance with 

Surrounding 

Communities

Themes for Change
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Remove 

Reliance on Car 

Travel

Embracing our 

Rivers

Active and Inclusive 

Public Realm and 

Green Spaces



The Vision

…a bold vision has 

connected communities and 

realised the importance of 

transformational and 

radical change.

By 2035, the centre of Belfast will be a place where...



What If…?

...the city centre became 

the first place in 

Northern Ireland to 

become carbon neutral?

...the inner ring road 

became a circular 

park?

...public transport within 

the centre was free?...centre of Belfast was 

fully  pedestrianised?

...there were green 

decks over the 

Westlink?

...we reconnected with 

the River Farset? 



Next Steps

By end of 2020

• Programme of short-term intervention 

measures agreed

• Pilot Projects Phase 1 commenced

• 12 week Public Consultation

• Final Vision published

By end of 2021

• Delivery Plan setting out long-term 

programme of intervention measures 

published

• Pilot Projects Phase 2 commenced

By end of 2023

• Commencement of long-term intervention 

measures

As a result of COVID-19 Belfast CC is seeking to bring forwards short 
term interventions to improve our safety and reduce car use NOW:
• Pop-up Cycle lanes
• Widening pavements



Questions

“
Change will not come if we wait for some

other person or some other time. We are the

ones we've been waiting for. We are the

change that we seek ”
Barack Obama, 

2008
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Important

The material in this presentation has been prepared by Jacobs®.

©2020 Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. All rights reserved. This presentation is protected by U.S. and International 
copyright laws. Reproduction and redistribution without written permission is prohibited. Jacobs, the Jacobs 
logo, and all other Jacobs trademarks are the property of Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. 

Jacobs is a trademark of Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. 

Copyright Notice
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https://www.instagram.com/jacobsconnects/
https://www.facebook.com/JacobsConnects/
https://twitter.com/JacobsConnects
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jacobs/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jacobsworldwide

