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We’re a global engineering, 
management and 
development consultancy 
with a strong environmental 
focus

The new guidance brings 
together our climate 
resilience and EIA expertise



The new guidance
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Background to the guidance 

• Revised EU EIA Directive (2014)

“Information to be included within the EIA report (…) The impact of the project on 
climate (for e.g. the nature and magnitude of greenhouse gas emissions) and the 
vulnerability of the project to climate change.” 

• 1st IEMA guidance on Climate Change Resilience and Adaptation in EIA 
published 2015, in response to EU EIA Directive

• EU EIA Directive transposed into UK law by, among others, the UK Town 
and Country Planning Regulations (2017)

• 1st cases of EIA Climate chapters published (2017/18 onwards)

• Revised Climate Change Resilience and Adaptation in EIA guidance 
published June 2020

26/06/2020Mott MacDonald 4

How did we get here?
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EIA’s role in driving 
climate resilient 

design?

Addressing 
uncertainty in EIA 

assessment –
climate scenario 

choices

Proportional 
assessment

Significance – distinction 
between climate resilience and 
‘in combination’ climate impacts

Why have we updated the guidance?

Key issues discussed at workshop on 

guidance in July 2018

• Now a more mature field

• Case studies on climate resilience 
assessment within EIA to date



What does the guidance deliver?

• A methodology for assessing climate resilience and adaptation within EIA

• Case studies on climate resilience assessment within EIA to date
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And what it doesn’t:

• It is not guidance on the assessment of GHG within EIA



Key points in the new guidance
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The 8-step assessment methodology
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Step 0: Building climate resilience into the project

Step 0 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7

• Emphasises the importance of project designers 
incorporating climate resilience into design at an 
early stage

• Consideration of climate resilience prior to EIA can 
be done following the same methodology set out in 
the guidance document for EIA

• Consider:

• Reliance on interconnected networks (dependencies)

• Vulnerability to impact of weather, in both normal 
conditions and under weather-related disaster scenarios
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Step 1: Scoping Climate Change 

requirements for the EIA 

• Identify the scale and scope of the project

• Identify the climate change projections for use

• Identify key climatic variables relevant to the project

• Identify likely effects of climate impacts

• Engage with stakeholders/regulators to discuss the 
above

Step 0 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7
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• Define historic/current baseline conditions

• Define future baseline conditions

• Produce non-expert future baseline summary for wider 
EIA audience

Step 2: Defining the future climate baseline

Step 0 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7
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Step 0 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7

• Step 3 – Identifying and determining sensitivity of 
receptors

• Step 4 - Reviewing and determining magnitude of 
the effect

• Step 5 - Determination of significance
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Step 6: Developing EIA Mitigation Measures

Identify measures to reduce the impact of the climate 
effects identified. Key focus:

• Identify who will be responsible for delivering measures;

• Remain proportionate to risk

Step 0 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7
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Step 7: Monitoring and Adaptive Management

• Adaptive management: process that allows 
uncertainty to be included in decision making. 

Step 0 Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7



What’s new in the revised guidance?

• A Step 0 – prior to the EIA

• Specific guidance on use of climate projections

• Guidance recommends use of RCP 8.5 scenario (the highest within UKCP18) unless good reason to 
justify otherwise

• Linked in with the new climate projections published by Met Office in 2018 (UKCP18), which use 
Representative Concentration Pathways (RCP) rather than the previous Low, Medium, High emission 
scenario

• Guidance on significance

• Stronger distinction between the ‘climate resilience’ and ‘in-combination’ 
elements of the assessment

• Case studies of climate change assessments carried out in actual EIAs
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What remains the same in the revised guidance?

• Strong focus on incorporating climate resilience into a project design, 
ideally prior to EIA

• Holistic approach

• Recommend a Climate Change Adaptation and Resilience 
Coordinator role within EIA
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EIA’s role in driving 
climate resilient 

design?

Addressing 
uncertainty in EIA 

assessment –
climate scenario 

choices

Proportional 
assessment

Significance – distinction 
between climate resilience and 
‘in combination’ climate impacts

How did we do?   Key issues discussed at workshop on guidance 
in July 2018



Next Steps

• We hope the guidance will help EIA practitioners deliver proportionate 
climate change assessment within EIA

• Help climate resilience practitioners understand the scope of the 
climate change assessment within EIA

• Feedback on the guidance as you use it would be very welcome – to 
maria.pooley@mottmac.com and n.blyth@iema.net
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Thank you 


