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Located at the southern tip of the Malay Peninsular 
between the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea, 
Singapore lies at the cross roads of some of the world’s 
most important shipping lanes. Singapore’s 
geographical position has been instrumental for  
its growth as a trading port and as a thriving 
administration and business centre. 
Singapore comprises one main island, 660 sq. kms, plus 
63 other tiny islands, mostly uninhabited. Apart from 
Monaco, Singapore is the most densely populated 
country in the world with approximately 6,500 people 
per sq. km. Singapore is also one of the world’s only two 
cities to have a primary rain forest within it’s city limits 
– the other is Rio de Janeiro. 

 

Brief history: In the 11th century the island was given the 
name ‘Singa-Pura’ meaning Lion City as according to 
legend, a visiting prince saw an animal he mistook for a 
lion. During the 18th century the British chose Singapore 
as a strategic halfway house for their expanding Empire. 
Sir Stamford Raffles established a trading station in 1819 
and the policy of free trade attracted merchants from all 
over Asia plus America and the Middle East. In 1869, the 
opening of the Suez Canal increased Singapore’s 
importance as a centre for the expanding trade between 
the West and East. By the time of World War II, 
Singapore was considered an impregnable ‘fortress’, 
however the Japanese overran the island in 1942. After 
the war, Singapore became a Crown Colony and was 
granted independence in 1959. 

 

Climate/when to go: Singapore lies 82 miles north of the 
Equator so the climate is invariably warm with average 
temperatures of 27°C and a humidity of 75%+. Rain falls 
year round with the wettest months between November 
and January. February is usually the sunniest month. 

Population/language/currency: The population 
numbers just over 4.6 million; consisting of Chinese, 
Indian, Malay, Peranakan and Europeans. 
There are four official languages – Mandarin, Malay, 
Tamil and English; the latter being the primary language 
for business and administration  
Currency is the Singapore dollar (SGD). 

Passports/visas/health: A return ticket plus a valid 
passport, with a minimum of 6 months before expiry, is 
the only requirement for UK citizens staying less than 30 
days. UK citizens will be issued a Social Visit Pass on 
arrival provided that they comply with the regulations 
above and have sufficient funds to cover their stay in 
Singapore. 
Tap water is safe to drink. 
Singapore is considered to be the safest city in Asia, if 
not the world. 

Time zone: Singapore is 8 hours ahead of GMT. 

Flight access: Singapore Airlines, British Airways and 
Qantas all have frequent direct daily flights from the UK. 
Numerous other carriers operate from the UK via Europe, 
Asia and the Middle East. The average flight time from 
the UK is 13 hours. Singapore is a dynamic place to do 
business - sitting halfway between Dubai and Hong Kong 

it has become a vital hub for both global flight 
connections and business communications. 

Changi International Airport is served by over 80 airlines 
with 3,400 flights per week, making Singapore an ideal 
location for global meetings. 

Hotel transfer times: Taxi transfer from Changi 
International Airport to the city centre is approximately  
20 minutes - it can be 30 minutes at busy times. 
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Singapore with Hosmarkhotels 
Singapore boasts a huge variety of venues for meetings 
and events and is ranked as Asia’s top convention city.  

Hosmarkhotels represent five Pan Pacific branded hotels in 
Singapore. All are ideally located close to the city’s best 
meeting facilities and amenities. 

Pan Pacific Singapore: the group’s flagship 5* property with 
790 rooms over 37 floors. Offering 26 meeting rooms and a pillar 
free ballroom for 800 theatre, the hotel is ideal for large 
convention groups as it is linked to the Singapore International 
Convention and Exhibition Centre (Suntec) which is a fully 
integrated convention city delivering some of the best events in 
Asia. The hotel is on the Singapore Grand Prix circuit. 

Pan Pacific Orchard: ideally placed for the city’ best shopping 
on Orchard Road, a short hop downtown and a 15/20 minute 
walk to Suntec. 206 rooms with 5* meeting facilities for 210 
theatre style. 

Parkroyal on Pickering: A 4-star award winning sustainable 
hotel in a garden concept blending environmental principles with 
elements of nature, situated at the gateway to the Central 
Business District. This newly opened hotel-in-a–garden offers 
367 rooms and over 700 square metres of stylish flexible 
meeting space provides a total new Singapore hotel experience. 

Parkroyal on Beach Road: 5 minutes by MRT from Suntec so 
ideal for 4* overflow groups; 343 rooms and theatre facilities for 
500. 

Parkroyal on Kitchener Road: located in the heart of the Little 
India district close to 2 MRT stations. Useful for 4* convention 
overflow but better for leisure. 534 rooms and meeting space for 
400 theatre style. 

Top Essential things to do 
The Singapore Flyer: the world’s highest observation wheel at 
Marina Bay opened in 2008. City views plus glimpses of 
Malaysian and Indonesian islands. 

Gardens by the Bay: 101 hectares of award winning 
horticultural attractions showcasing over 250,000 rare plants in 
huge domed conservatories – just 5 minutes’ walk from Marina 
Bay. 

Singapore Botanic Gardens: a haven for orchids plus over 250 
species of ginger. 

Night safari and Singapore Zoo: a 45 minute narrated tram 
ride allows you to enter the fascinating world of nocturnal 
wildlife.  

Chinatown and Little India: two of the cities most fascinating 
ethnic areas showcasing the diversity of cultures within 
Singapore. 

Mosque and the Buddha Tooth Relic Temple: see 3 religions 
co-existing together along South Bridge Street. 

Sentosa Island: provides a city escape with Universal Studios 
plus sun drenched beaches and tropical gardens 

Popular group activities 
• Water dragon boat racing, go karting, crossfire paintball, 

cable - ski-ing 
• Images of Singapore – travel by cable car to Sentosa Island 

for all the ‘sand, sea and sun’ experiences the island has to 
offer, even a fish foot spa…. 

• Tai-Chi, Feng Shui and Singaporean cuisine courses 
• Music and entertainment programmes including: jazz, string 

quartets, live bands, Chinese, Bhangra and tribal dancing, 
Malay Kompang welcome, bagpipers, fire-eating, snake 
charmers, Chinese opera shows, Chinese martial arts, lion 
dances and dragon dances 

DMC recommendations 
East West, Pacific World  and Tour East  

F & B tips/info 
• Singapore abounds with excellent eating venues offering 

great local and Asian cuisine – a few to note are: 
• Clarke Quay and Boat Quay on the Singapore River – from 

chic cocktail/vodka bars and award-winning restaurants to 
some of the world’s most highly acclaimed nightclubs this 
area is lively both day and night. 

• Bugis Street – adjacent to Chinatown. Between the 1950’s 
and 80’s the area was internationally renown for its sex 
trade but since the buildingof the MRT system, the area has 
been cleaned up and now a wide cobbled street offers a 
huge variety of excellent dining. 

• Hawker Centres – groups of individual open-air food stalls 
throughout the city - a uniquely Singaporean experience 

• Local delicacies you must try: 
• Singapore Sling – a sweet fruity cocktail, the best are served 

at the Long Bar, Raffles Hotel 
• Durian – a fruit with a pungent odour (so strong it’s banned 

from public transport) but devotees love it! 
• Chilli crab – the unofficial national dish 

Souvenirs/shopping 
• Orchard Road – Singapore’s world renown shopping street 
• VivoCity – a huge multi-experiential retail and lifestyle 

destination 
• Mustafa Centre - open 24 hours daily; sells everything from 

Indian chutney to plasma TVs and diamonds  

 


