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BARCELONA  
 

Located on the Mediterranean coast, the capital of the 
Catalan region and Spain’s second largest city, 
Barcelona has a rich cultural heritage. Today it is an 
important cultural centre and major tourist destination. 

The city is known for hosting the 1992 Summer Olympics 
as well as world class conferences and sports 
tournaments plus being a global influencer in the media, 
fashion and design arena. Particularly renowned are the 
Domènech i Montaner which have been designated 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Barcelona is rapidly 
growing as a financial centre. 

 

Brief history: Barcelona dates back 2,000 years as 
being a village strategically located on the coastal route 
between central Europe and the Iberian peninsula. It 
acquired city status under the Romans in AD14. In the 5th 
century serious attacks were made by the Goths, 
Vandals and Visigoth tribes and Barcelona became a 
provincial centre in the Visigoth kingdom. Barcelona 
came under Spanish rule in the 12th century following the 
marriage of the Count of Barcelona with the Queen of 
Aragon. Unification of the Spanish kingdoms plus wealth 
from American colonies reduced Spain’s dependence on 
Mediterranean trade and ultimately led to the War of the 
Spanish Succession in 1701 and the abolition of Catalan 
autonomy.  

By the late 18th century Barcelona became and important 
trading port with a fortress built at Montjuïc. In 1812 
France annexed Barcelona during the Napoleonic Wars.  

In 1888 the city hosted the Exposición Universal de 
Barcelona leading to the urbanisation of areas south of 
the old city.  

By 1900 Barcelona had regained its role as a cultural 
centre as witnessed by the architecture of Antoni Gaudí. 
In 1929 a second international exhibition resulted in 
further urbanisation and the opening of the metro. As the 
city prepared to host the 1936 People’s Olympics the 
insurrection of the army plunged Spain into civil war. 
Catalonia was resolutely Republican and in March 1938, 
at Franco’s request, Barcelona suffered 3 days of 
bombing when Mussolini’s troops attacked 13 times, 
dropping 44 tons of bombs on the civilian population. 
Barcelona’s resistance to Franco led to the banning of 
the public use of the Catalan language. However the city 
remained prosperous and attracted mass immigration 
leading to rapid urbanisation and the decline of Catalan 
culture.  

Franco’s death in 1975 brought about pressure for 
change. In September 1977 a massive, peaceful 
demonstration in Barcelona demanded the restoration of 
Catalan autonomy which was granted a month later. 
Recent growth has been promoted by Spain’s entry into 
the European Community in 1986 and hosting the 
Olympic Games in 1992. 

 

 

 

Climate/when to go: Barcelona enjoys an agreeably 
warm Mediterranean climate with relatively mild winters 
(average 14˚C) and warm, dry summers (average 20 to 
26˚C). August temperatures can peak to 34˚C. 
September and October are the wettest months. 
Barcelona is 1 hour ahead of UK time. 

Population/language/currency: Barcelona’s population 
numbers around 1.6 million. Spanish and Catalan are the 
official languages. Currency is the Euro. 

Passports/visas/health: A valid passport plus a return 
air ticket is required. There are no visa or vaccination 
requirements for UK citizens. 

Flight access: Barcelona’s (El Prat) International Airport 
is a major European hub handling over 35 million 
passengers a year. Average flight time from the UK is  
2 hours.  

Hotel transfer times: Transfer time to the Santos Porta 
Fira Barcelona is 10 minutes. 
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BARCELONA  
 

Barcelona with Hosmarkhotels 
Hosmarkhotels represents a contemporary 4 star hotel - 
ideal for meetings and incentives. 

Santos Porta Fira 

Located right across from the entrance to Fira 2, Barcelona's 
International Fairgrounds, this 4-star hotel offers easy access to 
the city centre and El Prat International Airport. Its modern 
unique design is a creation of the famous Japanese architect 
Toyo Ito and whose  design  resembles  a  lotus  flower.  It  has  24  floors  
and  a  height  of  361  feet. 

Each of the 320 bedrooms has a very modern design and offers 
the latest technology including complimentary Wi-Fi. 

The extensive and flexible meeting space can accommodate up 
to 700 delegates theatre style in the largest meeting room with 
an additional 10 breakout rooms. 

Just 10 minutes from the airport, this hotel is ideal for a pan 
European meeting needing excellent access for delegates. 

The 24th floor has now opened and offers even more flexible 
meeting spaces with fabulous views over Barcelona. 

 

Top Essential things to do 
Sagrada Família Cathedral: a giant basilica designed by Antoni 
Gaudí over 100 years ago and still under construction!  

La Pedrera: one of Gaudi’s most famous Modernist buildings, 
also known as Casa Milà, and one of Barcelona’s most popular 
museums.  

Paseo de Gràcia: some of the best Modernist architecture in 
Europe. 

Plaça de Catalunya: the buzzing heart of Barcelona 

Barri Gòtic: the medieval heart of the city with its many squares 
and the Cathedral of Santa Eulalia.  

La Rambla: Barcelona’s most famous street - a tree lined 
pedestrian mall stretching for 1.2 kilometres between the Barri 
Gòtic and El Raval, connecting Plaça de Catalunya with the 
Christopher Columbus Monument, Colom, at Port Vell. 

Picasso Museum: a chronological collection of Pablo Picasso’s 
extensive work and career. Born in Malaga, Picasso finished his 
training in Barcelona. 

Miró Museum: a wonderful collection of Joan Miró’s work - 
including paintings, scultpures and tapestries. 

Montjuïc: an ancient fortress and more recently the site of the 
1927 for the International Exposition and then the 1992 Olympic 
Games. Montjuïc Hill offers excellent city and harbour views 
from the Mirador. 

Poble Espanyol: also known as the Spanish Village, replicates 
styles of houses and architecture throughout Spain. 

 
Popular group activities 
• Casa Batiló: one of Gaudí’s most complete works provides 

a unique setting for a gala dinner.  
• Wine tasting: tour the Penedès wine region, home of Cava, 

to sample the local sparkling wine. 
• Sitges and the tapas trail: an old fishing village with 

picturesque streets and lovely beaches, provides a unique 
setting to sample the local Catalan gastronomy.  

• Mini Olympic Games: team building in the Montjuïc area. 
• Barcelona FC Stadium tours: a must for football fans. 

 
DMC recommendations 
• Allied PRA; Citi Travel 

F & B tips/info 

• Famous for its modern gastronomic trends, Barcelona holds 
20 Michelin stars. Regional specialities include sausages 
and charcuterie, wild mushrooms and acorn-fed hams – all 
accompanied by the sparkling wines of the Penedès 
vineyards. 

Local delicacies you should try: 
• Cocido con judías blanca: a stew of local sausage and beef 

with bread, eggs and white beans 
• Zarzuela: dish of cuttlefish, mussels and prawns  
• Romescu sauce: made with tomatoes, roasted red bell 

peppers, garlic and nuts – served with fish, meat, vegetables 
or as a dip 

• Crema Catalana: desert made with curds and honey (mel i 
mató) or with pine kernels and raisins (postre del músico)  

 
Souvenirs/shopping 
• Barcelona is home to the 5 KM shopping line stretching from 

the top of La Rambla through Plaça de Catalunya, along the 
Passeig de Gràcia to Avenida Diagonal. 

• Spanish designer shops for clothes, shoes, jewellery and 
accessories with chic European style. 

• Gaudi replicas - from tiles to lizards. 
• Leather goods, especially shoes  
 
Famous Barcelonians  
Ferran Adrià (1962-): former Head Chef at elBulli, considered 
one of the world’s top chefs. 
José Carreras (1946- ): Spanish tenor, known for his 
performances in the operas of Verdi and Puccini. 
Joan Miró (1893-1983): Spain’s most important Surrealist artist. 
Lluis Domènech i Montaner (1850-1923): along with Antoni  


