
   

 

	

Guiding	Lights	9	
	

FAQs	-	Ireland	
	

Please	be	aware	that	theses	FAQs	may	be	updated	during	the	call-out	period.	
	
NATIONALITY	&	RESIDENCY	
	
I’ve	 heard	 about	 the	 Guiding	 Lights	 scheme,	 but	 thought	 it	 was	 only	 open	 to	
filmmakers	living	in	the	UK.	
Having	 worked	 together	 on	 Guiding	 Lights	 in	 the	 past,	 we	 are	 delighted	 to	 be	
partnering	again	with	Screen	Training	Ireland	part	of	Bórd	Scannán	na	hÉireann/Irish	
Film	Board	to	support	one	Ireland-based	writer	(or	writer/director)	to	join	the	other	
UK-based	participants.	
	
 
PARTICIPATION	COSTS	/	ACCESSIBILITY	
	
Do	I	have	to	pay	a	fee	to	take	part	on	the	Guiding	Lights	scheme?	
Yes,	 the	 selected	 participants	 will	 be	 required	 to	 pay	 a	 fee	 of	 £75,	 which	 goes	
towards	administrative	costs.	There	is	no	cost	to	submit	an	application.	
	
I	am	on	a	low	income.	Will	I	have	to	pay	my	own	travel	and	accommodation	costs?	
We	will	cover	pre-agreed	costs	for	the	Ireland-based	participant,	for	expenses	
incurred	when	travelling	to	meet	with	their	mentor	or	attend	training	sessions.	
Financial	assistance	is	also	available	where	required	for	a	variety	of	access	related	
costs	including	childcare.	
	
Is	there	an	age	limit	for	applicants?	
No.		
	
I	work	full-time.	Does	this	mean	I	won’t	be	able	to	participate	on	the	scheme?	
No,	the	time	commitments	required	from	participants	over	the	9	months	should	be	
easily	manageable	alongside	 full-time	employment.	Please	be	aware	however	 that	
there	are	certain	dates	we	ask	participants	to	be	available	for	-	please	see	the	Key	
Dates	section	in	Application	Guidelines	for	further	information.	
	
	



      

	
DISCIPLINES	
	
Do	 you	 provide	 mentoring	 for	 Irish	 directors,	 producers,	 cinematographers,	
editors,	composers	or	sound	designers?	
Unfortunately,	due	to	the	nature	of	the	funding	for	this	round	of	the	scheme,	only	
Irish	writers	 (or	writer/directors)	 are	 eligible	 to	 apply	 for	 Guiding	 Lights	 9.	 Please	
contact	Screen	Training	Ireland	for	 information	on	other	training	and	development	
initiatives.	
	
I’m	a	writer/director,	can	I	apply?	
Yes,	as	long	as	you	meet	the	eligibility	criteria	for	your	written	work,	you	can	apply.	
If	you	are	a	writer/director,	you	must	also	demonstrate	a	desire	to	focus	primarily	
on	your	writing	while	on	the	scheme.	
	
Do	you	accept	applications	for	writing	duos?	
The	IFB/Screen	Training	Ireland	support	is	to	cover	the	costs	of	one	participant.	We	
are	however	open	to	applications	from	writing	duos,	but	applicants	should	be	aware	
that	 the	 additional	 travel	 and	 accommodation	 costs	 will	 not	 be	 covered	 by	 the	
scheme.	
 
ELIGIBILITY	
	
My	animation	/	documentary	/	artist	film	qualifies	against	your	eligibility	criteria,	
am	I	able	to	apply,	or	do	you	only	accept	live	action/fiction	credits?	
Yes	you	can	apply.	Eligible	titles	can	be	for	fiction,	documentary,	animation	and/or	
artist	film	as	long	as	they	meet	the	eligibility	criteria	set	out	in	the	guidelines.	
	
What	do	you	mean	by	work	that	has	had	online	distribution?	
This	will	be	a	piece	of	work	that	has	secured	distribution	through	VOD	(e.g.	iTunes,	
Netflix,	 MUBI,	 We	 Are	 Colony)	 or	 the	 curated	 channel	 of	 a	 recognised	 industry	
platform	(e.g.	Vimeo	Staff	Picks,	BFI	Player),	or	awards	body.	What	we	are	 looking	
for	 is	 industry	 recognised,	 independent	 selection	 of	 your	 film	 for	 the	 platform	 in	
question.	
	
What	do	you	mean	by	work	that	has	had	a	theatrical	release?	
This	will	be	a	piece	of	work	that	has	had	a	theatrical	run,	at	the	same	theatre,	for	at	
least	a	week	(whether	via	a	distributor	or	self-distribution),	as	opposed	to	a	single	
screening	or	one-off	event	(such	as	a	festival	or	short	film	showcase).		
	
	
	



      

My	short	film	has	screened	at	the	Short	Film	Corner	in	Cannes.	Does	that	count	as	
an	eligible	festival	screening?			
No,	 having	 a	 film	 shown	 at	 the	 Short	 Film	 Corner	 in	 Cannes	 doesn’t	 count	 as	 an	
eligible	festival	screening	as	there	is	no	selection	process	involved.	
	
How	do	I	prove	that	my	short	films	have	been	screened	at	a	festival?	
Evidence	may	include	an	acceptance	email	or	letter	from	the	festival,	a	copy	of	the	
festival	 programme,	 a	 link	 to	 or	 screengrab	 of	 an	 online	 festival	 programme,	 or	
written	confirmation	from	the	festival.	If	you	have	another	form	of	evidence	but	are	
unsure	as	to	whether	or	not	it	will	be	accepted,	please	email:	
guiding@lighthouse.org.uk.	
	
Are	links	to	IMDB	sufficient	evidence	that	I	satisfy	the	eligibility	criteria?		
We	generally	do	not	accept	IMDB	links	–	although	they	prove	a	film/credit	exists,	it	
is	not	proof	that	they	meet	the	eligibility	criteria.	However,	we	will	accept	them	in	
cases	where	they	explicitly	include	a	date	of	transmission	or	release	date.	If	not,	you	
will	need	to	provide	something	additional	which	proves	the	work	qualifies	as	set	out	
in	the	Application	Guidelines.	
	
I've	 had	 work	 produced/optioned	 and	 have	 written	 scripts	 for	 short	 films,	
television	 and	 radio	 but	 have	 not	 yet	written	 a	 feature-length	 screenplay.	 Can	 I	
apply	as	a	writer?		
No,	 submission	 of	 a	 completed	 feature-length	 script	 is	 a	 compulsory	 part	 of	 your	
writer	application.	
	
I	have	written	two	published	novels,	can	I	apply?	
Yes,	 as	 long	 as	 you	 have	 also	 written	 a	 feature-length	 screenplay	 that	 you	 can	
submit	 for	 assessment,	 and	 you	 have	 another	 feature	 in	 development,	 you	 are	
eligible	to	apply.	We	will	also	be	looking	for	evidence	that	you	have	been	proactive	
in	trying	to	develop	a	career	in	film.	
	
	
APPLICATION	&	SELECTION	PROCESS	
	
Can	I	save	an	incomplete	application	form	and	return	to	it	at	a	later	date?	
No,	unfortunately	you	can’t	save	a	part-completed	form	before	submitting.	You	will	
be	 able	 to	 view	 the	 form	 in	 full	 however,	 so	 we	 recommend	 you	 work	 from	 a	
separate	document	and	complete	the	form	once	you	are	ready	to	submit	
	
In	 the	 Application	 Form	 you	 ask	 me	 to	 provide	 three	 mentor	 suggestions.	 If	
selected	for	the	scheme,	is	this	who	you	will	match	me	with?		
Not	necessarily.	Your	 suggestions	will	help	us	 to	get	a	better	 sense	of	your	career	



      

aspirations,	and	the	qualities	you	are	looking	for	in	a	mentor.	At	this	stage	it’s	really	
more	of	a	wish-list,	and	doesn’t	need	to	refer	to	past	Guiding	Lights	mentors.	If	you	
are	selected	for	the	scheme,	there	will	be	plenty	of	opportunity	to	discuss	potential	
mentors	further,	so	although	your	suggestions	will	be	taken	into	account,	they	may	
not	end	up	being	the	mentor	we	match	you	with.		
	
I’ve	been	invited	to	interview	on	previous	rounds	of	the	scheme	–	does	this	mean	I	
am	more,	or	less,	likely	to	be	short-listed	for	interview	if	I	apply	again?	
Neither,	we	assess	each	application	against	the	relevant	criteria	for	the	current	year,	
looking	at	your	circumstances	and	the	case	you	present	for	needing	a	mentor	at	the	
point	of	application.	Timing	is	critical	when	it	comes	to	successful	mentoring,	and	it’s	
worth	 noting	 also	 that	many	 of	 the	 scheme’s	 past	 participants	were	 selected	 the	
second	or	third	time	they	applied.	
	
When	will	I	hear	regarding	the	outcome	of	my	application?	
Applicants	selected	for	the	scheme	will	be	notified	by	Thursday	8	June	2017.	Due	to	
the	high	volume	of	applications	Guiding	Lights	receives,	we	will	not	be	able	to	notify	
applicants	 who	 haven’t	 been	 shortlisted	 for	 interview	 or	 provide	 individual	
feedback.	 If	 you	 have	 not	 received	 an	 invite	 to	 interview	 by	 the	 above	 date,	 you	
should	assume	you	haven’t	been	successful	on	this	occasion.		
	
	


