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INTRODUCTION TO PARAGRAPH WRITING

Introduction to Paragraph Writing

What is a Paragraph?

A paragraph is a short collection of well-organised sentences which revolve around a single theme and is
coherent.

Parts of a Paragraph
e Introduction: It constitutes the opening sentences of the paragraph. It introduces the main idea.
Good introductions often capture the interest of the reader.
e Body (Supporting Sentences): It constitutes the supporting sentences and ideas. It provides the
reader with additional details about the main idea.

e Conclusion: It ties up loose ends of the paragraph and helps in reiterating or highlighting the main
idea.

Characteristics of a Well-written Paragraph

e Concise: A good paragraph expresses everything it has to say briefly.

e Unified: A paragraph revolves around a single idea. The first line of the paragraph often gives the
main idea. All the other details support the main idea of the passage.

e Sequenced: The sentences of the paragraph cannot be written haphazardly. The ideas progress
in a sequential order.

e Coherent: The sentences in the paragraph do not function independently. They are well-
connected to be readable. If a paragraph is not coherent, then it may sound illogical or clumsy to
the reader.

e Complete: A complete paragraph expresses everything without leaving any gaps as far as the
information is concerned. It does not end abruptly without offering a sensible conclusion.

Sample 1
Strike when the Iron is Hot

The proverb is a reference to how the blacksmith heats the iron to make it malleable. Once it is
cooled, the blacksmith loses the opportunity to mould it into the desired shape. Our lives are like
iron; when opportunity presents itself, we should be ready to use it in order to change our lives.
Once the time has passed, there is no point in sulking about lost opportunities. Wise men stay
alert and recognise opportunities when they present themselves. The foolish ones on the other
hand stand by and watch as opportunities pass by. Our reluctance to take risks can often leave
us empty handed. Therefore, it is essential that we make the best use of our abilities and
opportunities to progress in life.
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e The sentences underlined in RED comprise the introduction of the paragraph. It simplifies or
explains the idea given in the title for the reader.

¢ The sentences underlined in PURPLE comprise the body of the paragraph. It provides all the
information to support the main idea of the paragraph.

e The sentences underlined in BLUE comprise the conclusion of the paragraph. It reiterates or
highlights the main idea and the final opinion of the writer.

e The paragraph conveys its main ideas briefly. It is therefore concise.

e The entire paragraph focuses on a single idea. It therefore has unity.

¢ Inthe paragraph, the ideas in the introduction are well connected to the body of the paragraph.

e That in turn is connected to the conclusion of the paragraph. Connectives are added to connect the
ideas smoothly and logically. It is therefore sequential and coherent.

e The paragraph does not end abruptly. It repeats the idea that is explained in the beginning of the
paragraph. By using closing sentences such as , The proverb therefore...”, it puts emphasis on the
writer's final opinion. The paragraph is therefore complete.

e Hence, we can say that the above paragraph is well-written.
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Types of Paragraphs

e Descriptive Paragraph: As the name suggests, through the Descriptive Paragraph, the writer
describes something to the reader. It may be based on what the writer has seen, heard or felt. The
writer uses rich descriptions that appeals to the reader‘s senses. This helps the reader place
himself in a world that the writer creates.

Sample 2
Hermes: The Messenger of Gods

Hermes is a Greek Olympian God. Born to Zeus and Maia, Hermes is known for his quick
thinking and cunning nature. He is the youngest of the Olympians and is known to move quickly
between the worlds of the divine and the mortal. Because of this ability, Hermes often acts as a
messenger between men and the Olympians. A benevolent God, Hermes protects travelers and
athletes. He is also known to be mischievous as he often plays tricks on other gods. He does it
for his own amusement or in a bid to save humans from the gods" wrath. Hermes is also the
speediest of all gods since he has wings attached to his sandals. Interestingly, Hermes could
never resist the urge to steal even when he was an infant. Therefore, he is also credited as the
patron God of all thieves.

Sample 3

Out of the gravel there are peonies growing. They come up through the loose grey
pebbles, their buds testing the air like snails' eyes, then swelling and opening, huge dark-red
flowers all shining and glossy like satin. Then they burst and fall to the ground. In the one
instant before they come apart, they are like the peonies in the front garden at Mr. Kinnear's,
that first day, only those were white. Nancy was cutting them. She wore a pale dress with pink
rosebuds and a triple-flounced skirt, and a straw bonnet that hid her face. She carried a flat
basket, to put the flowers in; she bent from the hips like a lady, holding her waist straight. When
she heard us and turned to look, she put her hand up to her throat as if startled.

- From Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood
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e Narrative Paragraph: This type of paragraph tells a story or an incident to the reader. In other
words, it simply narrates a tale that is meaningful. Such paragraphs often follow a linear or a
chronological order of narration.

The following sample is taken from the novel “Mrs. Dalloway” by Virginia Woolf.

Sample 4

What a lark! What a plunge! For so it had always seemed to her when, with a little squeak
of the hinges, which she could hear now, she had burst open the French windows and
plunged at Bourton into the open air. How fresh, how calm, stiller than this of course, the
air was in the early morning; like the flap of a wave; the kiss of a wave; chill and sharp and
yet (for a girl of eighteen as she then was) solemn, feeling as she did, standing there at the
open window, that something awful was about to happen; looking at the flowers, at the
trees with the smoke winding off them and the rooks rising, falling; standing and looking
until Peter Walsh said, “Musing among the vegetables?” — was that it? — “| prefer men to
cauliflowers” — was that it? He must have said it at breakfast one morning when she had
gone out onto the terrace — Peter Walsh.

Sample 5

Mr Bucket was the only person in the family with a job. He worked in a toothpaste
tory, where he sat all day long at a bench and screwed the little caps on to the tops of the tubes
oothpaste after the tubes had been filled. But a toothpaste cap-screwer is never paid very much
ney, and poor Mr Bucket, however hard he worked, and however fast he screwed on the caps,
s never able to make enough to buy one half of the things that so large a family needed. There
sn't even enough money to buy proper food for them all. The only meals they could afford were
ad and margarine for breakfast,

boiled potatoes and cabbage for lunch, and cabbage soup for supper. Sundays were a
better. They all looked forward to Sundays because then, although they had exactly the same,
ryone was allowed a second helping.

- From Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl
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