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Introduction to Article Writing

What is an Article?

An article is a piece of writing that is included in newspapers, magazines or journals alongside other
written works.

Functions of an article:
e Inform the reader about an idea, phenomenon and piece of news or information
e Present an opinion
e Present an objective analysis
e Used for descriptive purposes

Characteristics of an article:
e Can be formal or informal depending on who the readers are
e Isless formal than a report
¢ Is well researched and the facts are true

Format of an Article

Title

Writer's Mame

Introductory Paragraph

(Orient reader to the topic. Introduce the main idea or thesis.)

Middle Paragraph(s)

(Give your view and present evidence to support thesis.)

Concluding Paragraph

(Bring the article to a close. Do not introduce any new idea.)
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Example:
Floods - Causes and Prevention

Anita Rohatgi

Tragic scenes unfolded when heavy rains
wreaked havoc in Jammu and Kashmir causing
floods, landslides, house collapses and heavy loss
of life and property.

There has been a complete breakdown of
transport and communication and the entire state
has been plunged into darkness. Human activities,
such as rapid deforestation, are responsible for
the floods.

Situations like this could have been
prevented if the embankments and the levees
were reinforced. Dams should be constructed with
a capacity to retain run-off water. These steps can
serve as preventive measures for floods in the
future.

How to Write an Article

e Before writing, ask four questions:
o What is the topic?
o What is the purpose of the article?
o What tone should be employed?
o What is the word limit?
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Title

Name of the writer

Introductory Para
Background and introduction of
the topic

Middle Para / Body

Factual information and
evidence to give more support to
main idea or thesis

Concluding Para

Closing paragraph gives the
conclusions and the writer's
final views.

Example:
Topic: ‘Space Problem in the City’
the city.

Word Limit; 120-150 words

Purpose: To highlight the housing problems faced by the citizens due to space constraints in

Tone: Serious as the topic addresses a grave problem.
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e Brainstorm for ideas. Ask questions.

What do you mean by ‘Space Problem’?

What causes this problem?

What are the various problems faced by people in the city?
What can this lead to?

Who all are affected?

What is the extent of the problem?

How can it be tackled?

O 0 O O O O O

e Create an outline on the basis of the questions.

Space problems mean lack of space for habitation purposes in big cities—urbanisation,
overpopulation and crowding cause overpopulation—space problems cause problems such
as overcrowding, lack of sanitation and diseases—it can lead to more problems such as real
estate mafia and crimes—the ones who are affected are the middle and the lower classes—
people are deprived of amenities such as water, open spaces and parks—congestion—can
add to more pollution—can be tackled by managing resources adeptly—vertical expansion of
the city can house more people.

e Think of a suitable title that reflects the main idea of the article.

e Use transition words and phrases to connect the points of your article.

e Structure your article by dividing your points into three parts—introduction, body and
conclusion.

Space Problem in the City Title

by Anushka Gupta Name of the writer

Space problem means the lack of space for habitation purposes in
big cities. Issues such as urbanisation, overpopulation and crowding

N Introductory
cause space problems in cities.

Para

If left unchecked, it can escalate and result in grievous situations
such as overcrowding, lack of sanitation and diseases. It can also beget Middle Para /
serious social problems such as real estate mafia and crime. Body

The ones who are affected are not the rich, but the middle class and
the poor. Overcrowding can leave the people deprived of basic
amenities such as clean water, open spaces and parks. Congestion and
pollution are exacerbated in due course.

Middle Para/
Body

The problem can be tackled by managing resources adeptly. The
municipal corporations should encourage vertical expansion of cities to
house the burgeoning population.

Concluding Para
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Samples

Sample 1

Fresh Water Pollution
by Shraddha Kulkarni

Water that contains less than 1,000 milligrams per litre of dissolved solids is known as
freshwater. When the level of oxygen in the water decreases because of human activities, we
face the problem of freshwater pollution.

Commercial activities of humans such as industrialisation and tourism have caused the
level of pollutants in these freshwater resources to rise. Freshwater sources become the
dumping ground for industrial waste products and other biomedical wastes. Reckless tourist
activities also contribute to pollution. While it is obvious that living things need potable water to
survive, freshwater pollution also threatens the habitat of a wide variety of flora and fauna.

People may not realise the gravity of the situation unless it affects them in profound ways.
Creating awareness through government programmes may be helpful as it may capture the
attention of the people. Corporates should also pitch in and try to take up the problem as a
social responsibility. Along with the reduction of carbon footprint, freshwater preservation
should be promoted. Tourist organisations should also lay some ground rules for reckless
tourists. Together, we should battle this problem lest we see a day when living things die for the

want of water. Let us take small steps to effect big changes in the future.

Sample 2
E-Judiciary in India
by Samreen Ansari

E-Judiciary or e-courts in India will revolutionise the way justice is dispensed by employing
the use of technology at various levels of the litigation process. These processes include
electronic case filing, online case submission and evidence production.

The main aim of starting this service in India is to speed up the judicial proceedings without
cluttering the system. The e-judiciary manages cases automatically, provides online services,
establishes the proper flow of information between courts and other government agencies, and
lastly declutters the system by creating an easily accessible data grid. The e-court Mission
Mode Project hopes to develop this efficient electronic system across India and all the union
territories.

Through this system, we can be assured that problems such as the lack of transparency
and delay in dispensing justice can be addressed efficiently.
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