The Climate Change Act
The Climate Change Act was established in 2008 in the
UK parliament. It is a long-term legally binding
framework; this means the UK government is
committed by law to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
significantly by 2050.

Target
The UK government is committed to ensuring that greenhouse gas emissions
are reduced, compared to 1990 emissions, by at least 80% by 2050.

Carbon Budgets
To reach or exceed the 2050 reduction target, the Climate Change Act requires the
government to set ‘carbon budgets.’

A carbon budget is a cap on the amount of greenhouse gases than can be emitted in
the UK. They restrict the amount of greenhouse
gases the UK can legally emit in a five year period.
Every five years a new carbon budget is brought in.
They effectively act as stepping stones to reaching
the 2050 reduction target.
Carbon budgets have to be set at least 12 years in advance, hence why there is
currently only five set, up until 2032. These can be seen in the table below. MtCO2e
stands for million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalents.
Budget Number and Time
Period

Carbon Budget Level

Reduction Below 1990
Levels

1 (2008 - 2012)

3,018 MtCO2e

25%

2 (2013 - 2017)

2,782 MtCO2e

31%

3 (2018 - 2022)

2,544 MtCO2e

37% by 2020

4 (2023 - 2027)

1,950 MtCO2e

51% by 2025

5 (2028 - 2032)

1,725 MtCO2e

57% by 2030

Source: https://www.theccc.org.uk/tackling-climate-change/reducing-carbon-emissions/carbon-budgets-and-targets/

As part of the act, the Committee on Climate Change (CCC)
was established. It is made up of experts in the fields of
climate change, science, economics, behavioural science and
business. The CCC was established to provide independent
and expert advice about reducing greenhouse gases to the
UK.
Items discussed during The CCC meetings may provide interesting topics for debates
or discussion. Minutes from The CCC’s meetings can be read here: https://
www.theccc.org.uk/about/minutes-of-meetings/

The CCC monitor progress by assessing emissions data. They use this data to judge
whether the UK is on course to meet the 2050 reduction target and the carbon
budgets.
Are we on track?
“UK emissions were 43% below 1990 levels in 2017. The first carbon budget (2008 to
2012) was met and the UK is currently on track to outperform on the second (2013
to 2017) and third (2018 to 2022). However, it is not on track to meet the fourth
(2023 to 2027). To meet future carbon budgets and the 80% target for 2050, the UK
will need to reduce emissions by at least 3% a year, from now on. This will require
the government to apply more challenging measures.” Source: https://www.theccc.org.uk/
tackling-climate-change/reducing-carbon-emissions/carbon-budgets-and-targets/

The CCC’s latest report to the UK government was released in 2018. It marks ten
years since The Climate Change Act was established. Key points from the report urge
the government too:


Support the simple, low cost options such as tree planting,
recycling food waste, installing more onshore wind turbines
and solar panels and improving building efficiency
including through installing insulation.



End the chopping and changing of policy. A number of important programmes
have been cancelled in recent years at short notice, such as Zero Carbon
Homes, leading to missed opportunities for emissions reductions.



Act now to keep long-term options open. Environmental
infrastructure, such as floating offshore wind farms,
requires long-term investment. As the recent IPCC report
suggested we have just 12 years to act, so it is important
that these long-term investments are started now.

To read the 2018 progress report follow this link: https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2018/06/CCC-2018-Progress-Report-to-Parliament.pdf

