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FUNDRAISING GUIDE



THE CYCLONE IDAI APPEAL
A very warm welcome. This guide aims to help you with your 
fundraising for the many thousands of people affected by Cyclone Idai. 
I would first like to thank you for your support of the appeal. Donations 
are already enabling our member charities to make a difference. Sadly, 
each day we learn of new needs. And all this is before aid workers start 
the huge task of supporting local people rebuilding communities and, 
most importantly, livelihoods.

We are all part of a global family. When one part is hit by a devastating 
event, the rest of the family comes to their aid. We’d like to ask you to 
mobilise your family, friends and community to raise whatever you can 
for the communities across Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe that 
have been torn apart by this catastrophe.

This guide includes some simple ideas and tools such as a poster and 
sponsorship form. If you need more support, please contact our team.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for your generosity and 
compassion. Together we are a strong force for good at desperate 
times like this.

Saleh Saeed - CEO, Disasters Emergency Committee

P.S. If these ideas don’t fit, please don’t feel constrained. Do whatever you can 
to raise funds and support the appeal. THANK YOU!
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HOW WE ARE HELPING
The area affected by Cyclone Idai is enormous 
and initial access was hampered by the severe 
flooding. DEC charities have been working closely 
with national partners to provide vital, life-saving 
assistance throughout this unprecedented 
weather-related disaster.

Donations are making a difference within just 
days of the Cyclone. Money raised is helping to 
fund early rescue and relief efforts, urgent health 
assistance, and the supply of emergency shelter, 
blankets and food to the many thousands of 
people affected.

Very little clean water is available and cholera 
cases have been reported, so DEC charities are 
also working to limit the spread of the disease 
while delivering clean water and water  
purification tablets.

Cyclone Idai has displaced hundreds of thousands 
of people, so our member charities and local 
partners have been helping with the reunification 
of separated families as well. Some of our 
members are creating child-friendly spaces where 
children can play and recover while their families 
begin the process of rebuilding their lives.
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YOUR GUIDE
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Come together to make a difference

Other ways to raise money

Raising money at school

How to pay in the money

Collecting for the appeal

Tell us what you’re doing

Other resources

Host a get-together

Get-together poster

Get your bake on

Mozambique cake recipe

Baking poster
Poster

Postal donation form

Sponsorship form

SHARE ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Let us and all your friends know what you are doing. 
Make sure you share pics of your preparation and 
event on social using #CycloneIdai  @decappeal
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TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE

COME
TOGETHER
We know how valuable it is to get together. The DEC is, itself, 14 
leading aid charities that work together at times of crisis overseas.

And when things go wrong we often rely on the power of being with 
family and friends. This sense of helping each other as a community 
is really evident in the areas affected by Cyclone Idai at the moment. 
Local people have been leading rescue and support efforts, assisted 
by the DEC’s local partners and the international community.

We’d like the generous and inspiring people of the UK to show their 
compassion for those affected using this community spirit too. There 
are two simple ways to get involved: host a get-together or organise  
a Big Bake.
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HOST A GET-TOGETHER
Why not get your closest (five or fifty) friends around 
and host a get-together with them over a cuppa? 
Invite your friends, colleagues or family to support 
the Cyclone Idai Appeal while coming together as  
a community. 

Let them know you have donated to the appeal, and 
your reasons for making the donation. Your money 
could already be hard at work with one of our DEC 
charities and their local partners. You could also 
share some of the stories of the difference we’re all 
making at the same time as asking them to make a 
contribution to the DEC. 

Sometimes a cuppa doesn’t quite cut it. Prefer to 
catch up for food? Why not get together for dinner 
or lunch over the weekend? 

Don’t let us hold your creativity back. You could host 
an event at your place of worship or school. Feel 
free to do what works best for you. The only key 
part: raise money for the appeal so we can get more 
funding to our partners on the ground. 
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Start simple - host a few friends for a coffee or 
some food and ask them each for a £20 donation to 
the DEC. (They could give you cash, but this can be 
annoying to deal with. Why not suggest they make a 
donation online or they can donate £5 by texting the 
word WATER to 70000)

Do what you love - host a knitting club, book review, 
coffee morning, lunch and learn moment, afternoon 
tea, dinner or just a moment for some tea and 
biscuits - it’s totally up to you and your friends! 

Keep things safe - make sure you have permission 
from any venue you might use for your get-together.

Get the cash back quickly - please pay in all the 
money you raise as soon as possible. You can find 
the details about that later in this guide.

Use social or WhatsApp - they make coordination 
a piece of cake. Or pie.
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OUR TOP TIPS



COME TOGETHER 
FOR THE CYCLONE 
IDAI APPEAL

When / Where:

Get in contact for more information:
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Join us for a cuppa, a chat, maybe even a 
slice of cake. But most importantly - join us 
as we come together to help those affected 
by Cyclone Idai.



GET YOUR BAKE ON
Everyone loves cake; some are brilliant bakers. Let’s 
all rise to the occasion, share tea and a treat, and 
help raise cash for the DEC.

You can host your baking bonanza at work, at 
school, at a place of worship or even at the gym!
Simply pick a place and ask your baking heroes to 
step up to the proving drawer. Invite as many of 
your friends, colleagues and community as you can 
and make sure you charge them heaps for tasty 
tarts and perky pies. 

You’ll find a poster in this guide to help promote 
your event, plus information about ways to pay in 
the money you raise. Early in the morning, share 
some pics on social of the carb-alicious creations on 
offer to attract even more ravenous friends.

Let us know what you are planning and we might 
be able to help with collecting tins and a t-shirt or 
two. Stocks (like great flapjacks) are limited.  
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7 TIPS FOR A BRILLIANT BAKE (SALE) 
Offer a prize for the best bake to help incentivise any 
shy chefs to take up their apron for a great cause.

Ask people to make savoury and sweet bakes which 
means you could start at coffee time and offer a 
slice of the action over lunch too.

Tell the story of the impact of your sale by using our 
handy briefing sheet (at the end of this guide).

Collect cash from the lucky munchers, tally it up 
and then pay it to the DEC either at a bank or as an 
online donation.

If you are hosting a bake at work, why not ask your 
boss if they will match the amount you raise? Often 
they’ll chip in. Sometimes just to spare themselves 
having to show off their flaky pastry skills.

Make a recipe which is traditionally eaten in the 
region affected by the Cyclone.

Set up a Facebook event for your bake and invite 
Mark Zuckerberg as well as your friends.
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Share your story and event pics on social using 
#CycloneIdai  @decappeal

http://bit.ly/dec-contact


TRY A TRADITIONAL TREAT
FROM MOZAMBIQUE
CASHEW AND POTATO CAKE (BOLO POLANA)

450g raw unsalted 
cashews

450g potatoes, peeled

225g sugar

225g butter

2 tablespoons flour

1 tablespoon fresh 
lemon zest

9 egg yolks

4 egg whites
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Heat the oven to 175 degrees C and roast the cashews 
for 15 minutes on a baking sheet.

Once done and slightly browned, turn off the heat and let 
them cool. Meanwhile, in a saucepan, cook the potatoes in 
water covered for 20 minutes on a medium heat.

Process the cashews in a food processor until they reach a smooth 
and even consistency. Pour them into a bowl and set aside.

Place the sugar, butter, lemon zest, and flour in the food 
processor and blend until light and creamy.

Once well mixed, add to the potato and cashew mixture. Then 
add the egg yolks one by one, constantly mixing. Beat the egg 
whites and then add them to the bowl. Mix it well.

Grease a baking mold and pour the batter into the pan. Bake in 
the oven for 30 to 45 minutes at 175 degrees C, or until the top 
has become golden brown.

Once done, let the cake cool for about ten minutes and remove 
from the mold. Serve at room temperature.

Once the potatoes have cooked and become soft, take them out 
of the saucepan and mash them well with a fork. Once they are 
smooth, add them to the cashews in the bowl.
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You can find this recipe 
online here.

Ingredients Method

Photo: easyportugueserecipes.com

https://easyportugueserecipes.com/bolo-polana-cashew-cake/


JOIN OUR

BIG BAKE
Come and enjoy a tasty treat to raise 
money for those affected by Cyclone Idai

When / Where:

Fancy baking? Get in contact for more information:
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OTHER WAYS TO 
RAISE MONEY
Not able to organise a fundraising event, but still 
keen to contribute? You can get involved in other 
ways too:
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Donate - you can donate directly to our appeal 
by visiting donation.dec.org.uk/cyclone. Please 
use the share buttons on our thank you page to 
inspire your friends to do the same.

Follow and share - follow the DEC on Facebook, 
Instagram and/or Twitter and please comment 
on/like/share/retweet to help spread the word.

Set up a Facebook Fundraiser - you may have 
seen these great new tools on Facebook. Just visit 
the DEC’s Facebook page and you can choose to 
set up your own fundraiser for us there: 
facebook.com/DisastersEmergencyCommittee

Sell stuff on eBay - we all have a few extra 
‘pre-loved’ things at home, so this is the perfect 
moment to dust them off and list them on eBay. 
When you pop them up for sale, you can choose 
to direct some or all of the sale price to the DEC. 
Find out more about eBay for Charity here:  
www.ebay.co.uk/rpp/charity-sellers

1

2

3

4

https://donation.dec.org.uk/cyclone
https://www.facebook.com/DisastersEmergencyCommittee
https://www.instagram.com/disastersemergencycommittee
https://twitter.com/decappeal
https://www.facebook.com/DisastersEmergencyCommittee
http://bit.ly/dec-ebay
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RAISING MONEY AT SCHOOL
Schools across the UK are heroic in their efforts to 
raise money for our appeals. We have partnered 
with the great team at Twinkl to make a set of 
specific schools’ materials, which you can  
access here.

Along with these classroom and assembly resources 
we are happy to help you with added support if 
needed, so please get in touch with our Supporter 
Care Team and we will help you as best we can!

If  a  different  idea  fits  better  with  your  school  
community,  please  don’t  hesitate  to  steer   
things  yourself.

http://bit.ly/2RDi82N
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/newsroom/story/cyclone-idai


HOW TO PAY IN THE MONEY 
YOU RAISE
If you’re taking on a challenge and getting sponsored 
to do it, you should set up a JustGiving page for the 
DEC to collect your sponsorship. That will make it a 
lot easier for your friends and family to support you.

If you’re paying in money after holding an event, 
please do so online by going to donation.dec.org.uk 

Alternatively, you can:

Send a cheque (no cash) to PO Box 999, London 
EC3A 3AA, made payable to ‘DEC Cyclone Idai 
Appeal’. Please fill in a postal donation form 
(included at the end of this guide) and add it in 
with your cheque.

Pay in money at any post office or bank and 
building society except Nationwide or Britannia 
(banks kindly request that you sort your coins 
into separate bags which they can give you 
before you pay in).

HAVE A QUESTION? NEED ADVICE?
We’re always happy to help, although please bear 
in mind that during times of appeal, we may take a 
little while to get back to you.

You can contact us:

If you’re looking for a poster, sponsorship form or 
postal donation form, you’ll find templates for all of 
those at the end of this guide.

By filling in this online form.

By calling 0207 387 0200.
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http://bit.ly/DECIdaiJG
https://donation.dec.org.uk
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COLLECTING MONEY FOR 
THE APPEAL
We’re asked about collections or offered kind 
volunteer time to support collections during appeals. 
While we are hugely grateful for the support, 
collections can be difficult to arrange and carry out 
properly. We’d prefer to direct people to donate 
online since the money gets to us, and out to where 
it is needed, much faster. However if you wish to 
undertake a collection there are some things to sort 
out:

Make sure you plan for how you will secure, sort 
and pay in any cash you raise. It is, of course, very 
important that all money raised is sent to the DEC 
as soon as possible in order for us to help those 
affected by Cyclone Idai.

Ensure you have permission from key 
organisations and people: the DEC, the local 
council, the local police, any relevant landowner 
or the manager / managing agent of venues such 
as offices, shops and shopping centres.

Recruit a number of helpers or volunteers to 
support the collection.

Make use of appropriate materials such as 
buckets and stickers which we may be able to 
help with, or we can point you in the direction of 
places you can buy them.
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THINKING OF 
FUNDRAISING FOR US? 
GET IN TOUCH!
If you’re planning to raise funds for our appeal, 
please send us a quick message about your plans, as 
well as your contact details using this form. 

We’ll then be able to provide you with:

We may also share your story to help inspire others to 
get involved. Please use #CycloneIdai when you share 
photos and your story, or DM us with updates too.

Support and advice on setting up and running 
your event to help make it as successful  
as possible.

Fundraising materials you can use, including 
t-shirts, collection buckets and collection boxes 
(please be aware we only have a limited stock).

ABOUT THE DEC
The Disasters Emergency Committee, (DEC), brings 
14 leading UK aid charities together in times of crisis. 
We launch appeals to raise money to help those 
affected by disaster and humanitarian crises.

Our member charities are experts in humanitarian 
aid. Together, our priority is to deliver support 
as quickly and efficiently as possible to those in 
desperate need.

You can read more about our work here.
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THANK YOU!
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