
Cadet Training Centre, Rocksley Drive, Boddam AB42 3BA Tel: (01779) 481011   

 Email: hi-2hldrs-ao@rfca.org.uk    

  

2nd Battalion The Highlanders  
Army Cadet Force  
  
  
Commandant: Colonel Gordon W. Rae BSc (Hons) MSc MBCS  
  
  
  
  
  
COVID-19 – CORONAVIRUS – SUSPENSION OF TRAINING          
  
I write to update you on the Battalion’s response to the current nationwide suspension on training on all Army 
Cadet Force activities, started on 16 March 2020. I want to update you on several areas to support you as we 
move forward.  
  
I realise that this is a time of great worry for many of the Battalion family.  I encourage us all to continue to follow 
the Government and NHS guidelines which can be found at https://www.nhsinform.scot/coronavirus.  
  
KEEPING IN TOUCH  
  
Adult Volunteers from each of the detachments within the Battalion will be continuing to make contact with parents 
and cadets throughout May and June to check in, offer advice, guidance and support.   
 
Any communication can be made via our social media, or by contacting our Headquarters at CTC Boddam.  
Please note that CTC Boddam is not staffed all the time, so the best option is to use the email address at the 
bottom of this page. 
  
SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITES  
  
In order to keep all of us updated, we have four official Battalion Social Media accounts which are being updated 
regularly with information and details of cadet activities:  
  

• facebook.com/2hldrs  
• twitter.com/2hldrsacf  
• instagram.com/2hldrsacf  
• YouTube: https://yt.vu/+2hldrsacf  

  
These are all linked from the Battalion Website (https://www.2highlandersacf.org.uk). 
  
These are supported by Facebook groups and pages for each Company and for some detachments.  
  
I ask that you please follow our Facebook Page to be kept up to date with the work of the Battalion.  
 
The Battalion Website also contains details of local and national support initiatives on a wide range of factors that 
affect us at these times, such as mental health, financial help and safeguarding. 
 
 
  

    07  April  2020 
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CADET PORTAL  
  
In January 2020, the Army Cadets launched a national initiative to allow cadets to access their training records, see 
upcoming courses and events, check the uniform they have been issued and see news items.   
 
Since the suspension of training, a number of Cadet Force Adult Volunteers have been working behind the scenes 
to increase the number of cadets that are able to access the Cadet Portal and this will continue into May and June. 
 
VIRTUAL BATTALION  
  
On 25 March 2020, the Battalion launched a Virtual Battalion Parade Night using Facebook Live to deliver key 
messages to cadets, parents and guardians.  This continues to take place every Wednesday night from 1900 to 
2015 via our Facebook Page.   
 
The Virtual Battalion Parade Night is also streamed Live to our YouTube channel, allowing access to members of 
the Battalion Family that do not have Facebook. 
  
This is supported by our use of Google Classroom to share activities for cadets to complete that will count towards 
their progression in the Army Proficiency Certificate Syllabus – their Stars. 

 
The Virtual Battalion is also home to weekly and monthly challenges – more information about these, and how to 
access Google Classroom, can be found on the Battalion Website. 
 
Every Monday, we release a YouTube video showcasing the excellent work of our cadets and adult volunteers to 
keep the flame alive. 
 
We have been delighted by the high levels of engagement with our Virtual Battalion and see this as a highly 
positive step that we will maintain as restrictions ease and we move towards the new normal. 
  
JUNE 2020 TRAINING  
  
As of the date of this letter, we have had to make the unfortunate decision to postpone June training.        
  
ANNUAL CAMP 2020  
  
Regretfully, we have made the difficult decision that Annual Camp 2020 at Garelochhead Training Camp cannot 
go ahead as planned.  This decision has been taken through careful consideration of a wide range of factors but 
has ultimately been based on our over-riding consideration for the health, safety and well-being of the cadets, 
adult volunteers and permanent support staff. 
 
We understand that this decision will be disappointing to the Battalion family. We are currently planning several 
events for August, September and October to balance the loss of Annual Camp 2020 and other events. More 
detail will follow, as we expect there to be limitations and controls on numbers that we can safely work with at 
various locations. 
 
For cadets and parents that have made payment for Annual Camp, a full refund will be issued by cheque in the 
coming weeks.  If this has not been received by the end of the month, please contact Battalion Headquarters using 
the details below. 
 
SENIOR CADETS 
 
We are aware that several our senior cadets may be turning 18 during the period of lockdown and as such may 
not have the opportunity to complete the courses they wish or see out an appointment.  To support these older 



Cadet Training Centre, Rocksley Drive, Boddam AB42 3BA Tel: (01779) 481011   

 Email: hi-2hldrs-ao@rfca.org.uk    

  

cadets, an opportunity to apply to become a Staff Cadet may be appropriate.  More details, including the online 
application form, can be found on the Battalion Website. 
 
Please note that there is a minimum requirement for the cadet applying to be a Three Star Holder, and to be at 
least a Cadet Sergeant in rank. 
 
RECOVERY 
 
As we move towards the easing of lockdown, we must be mindful that there will still be a wide range of restrictions 
and control measures that we need to put in place before recommencing cadet training.  It seems highly unlikely 
that we re-open all training at once.  As an example, it may be possible to re-open some detachments earlier than 
others, if they allow for social distancing.  More detail will follow as national direction and guidance becomes 
available.  
 
We are planning for recovery to the new normal in a phased manner which will minimise risk and allow all of us to 
do what we can when we can. 
 
Our over-riding priority in all our decision making is the health, safety and wellbeing of the cadets, adult volunteers 
and permanent support staff. 
 
APPRECIATION AND THANKS  
  
This is a challenging time for all members of the 2nd Battalion The Highlanders ACF family, with uncertainty and 
worry a key part of everyday life just now.  
  
As Commandant, I would therefore like to take this opportunity to thank all the cadets, parents, adult volunteers, 
permanent support staff and friends of the Battalion for their support in keeping the flame alive within 2nd Battalion 
The Highlanders ACF.  I have real pride in all of us and look forward to when we can all meet again to establish 
the new normal.  
  
Please do stay safe at these times.  
 
 
Yours sincerely   
 
 

Gordon W Rae  
Colonel   
Commandant  
2nd Battalion The Highlanders  
Army Cadet Force  
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