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VEHICLE FIRES 
 
1. In the event of a vehicle catching fire whilst being driven the driver is to: 
 

a. Stop the vehicle; this is to be done if possible in a position where danger to life and 
property will not be affected. 

 
b. Switch off the ignition and tackle the fire using the vehicle fire extinguisher (if fitted). 

 
2. The senior passenger is to: 
 
 a. Call the Fire Brigade, ambulance, police as necessary. 
 
 b. Place out warning signs/lamps as directed. 
 

c. Where circumstances allow and providing there is no danger to life, organise the 
unloading of cargo.  IF THE CARGO IS OF A HAZARDOUS NATURE, the driver is to warn 
everyone in the area to stand clear and await the arrival of the Fire Brigade. 

 
TRAFFIC DISCIPLINE AND THE CIVIL LAW 
 
3. Compliance with Civil Law.  When you are driving a service vehicle, you are to obey all civil 
laws and regulation appropriate to driving vehicle on the public roads.  Failure to comply with civil 
law may render you liable to prosecution by the police and, if issued with a fixed penalty notice or 
convicted of a civil offence you will be personally liable for any fine imposed by civil courts.  You 
may also lose your driving license or have it endorsed.  You should pay particular attention to: 
 

a. Traffic Signs.   Comply with all traffic signs; signals and orders given by police 
Officers or traffic wardens. 

 
b. Speed Limits.   Comply with all civil speed limits and also with the maximum service 
speed limit for your vehicle. 

 

MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS OF SERVICE VEHICLES 
 

MAXIMUM SPEED LIMITS FOR SERVICE VEHICLES 

 PANTEC LANDROVER MINIBUS/
VAN 

CAR  

Built Up Areas 30 mph 30 mph 30 mph 30 mph  

Single Carriageway 50 mph 50 mph 50 mph 60 mph  

Dual Carriageway 50 mph 60 mph 60 mph 70 mph  

Motorways 60 mph 60 mph 60 mph 70 mph  

 
c. Traffic Regulations.   Comply with the Highway Code in all respects. 
 
d. Parking.   Comply with all civil parking regulations when parking a service in a public 
place.  Service vehicles are not to be left unattended. Vehicles containing Military items of kit 
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should always be supervised unless this is hidden from sight. (this is limited to personal 
holdings only and NOT high value items such as weapons or G1098/specialist stores items.   
 
e. Lighting Regulations.   Conform to the advice given in the Highway Code. 
 
f. Condition of Vehicle.   The driver of a vehicle will be held personally responsible by 
law for the roadworthiness of his vehicle.  Check your vehicle every day as instructed in 
these orders. 
 
g. Passengers and Load.   Ensure that the load is correctly distributed and restrained 
throughout the vehicle.  Carry no unauthorised passengers and ensure that those you are 
authorized to carry are correctly seated and that all doors etc are closed before you start. 
Authorisation for Non Military passengers must be sought by the Unit from the Brigade 
master drivers office PRIOR to any movement.  

 
4. Seat Belts.   When driving, you are to wear a seat belt if one is fitted to your vehicle.  You 
are also to ensure all passengers do the same, assisting with the fitting and adjusting of their seat 
belts where necessary. 
 
5. Drivers of Army Cadet Force Vehicles are not to exceed the limit indicated by official traffic 
signs or the maximum speeds for their vehicles. 
 
6. All traffic rules must be obeyed.  The most frequent causes of accidents are: 
 
 a. Inattention. 
 

b. Excessive Speed – driving too fast for the conditions, or beyond the driver’s 
capabilities. 

 
 c. Reversing unaided. 
 
7. Drivers are to ensure that the seating capacity (as per the seat belts fitted) for their vehicles 
is not exceeded. If exceeded the driver is to inform the senior passenger/vehicle commander.  It is 
the responsibility of the senior passenger travelling in the vehicle to ensure these numbers are not 
exceeded.  Under no circumstances is the driver to drive with additional passengers, above the 
seatbelt capacity of the vehicle. 
 
CARGO DISTRIBUTION AND SAFETY 
 
8. Drivers are entirely responsible for the correct distribution and load safety of their cargo.  The 
driver is to be present whilst his vehicle is being loaded and is under no circumstances to drive his 
vehicle unless completely satisfied with the load distribution and safety.  Separate instructions for 
the loading and distribution of ammunition, which will be controlled by the Authorised 
Representative. 
 
TOWING 
 
9. Drivers are to ensure that prior to towing any vehicle that they hold the correct category of 
license required.  They are to ensure that the vehicle towing hook is free from dirt, grit and excess 
paint to allow for free movement of the spring loaded safety catch, also that split pins are intact and 
in position. 
 
10. Other than in an emergency, drivers are NOT to tow any vehicle other than normal trailers 
without first obtaining permission from the QM or MTWO. 
 

 


