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Abbott, John, 234, 235 ......... Sir Morris, Aldernun, 52, 53 Adair, l\'lr. Serjeant, Opinion of, as to power of Company, 68, 69 Adams, Francis Bryant, 89, 90- Banner presented by, 76 George William, 89, 90, 198,209-Three silver-gilt badges pre­sented by, to be worn by the wardens, 75-A silver cup and cover presented hy. 2 ro fames, 89 "r ames Scovell, 90, 94 Adderley, Sir Charles, 342 Addis, George Curson, J08 ......... William, 87 - Admitted to the livery, 104 Addison, John Garrett Curtis, 90, 179, 19S Airy, Sir G. H., K.C. B., Astronomer­lZoyal, 344 Aldermen, Court of, Steps taken by, to pre­vent the grant of letters patent to the French Clockmakers, 2, 3-Petition of the Clock makers' Company for incorporation re­ferred to a committee, 5-JZeport and certificate agreed to, 6-Petition of the Blacksmiths' Company to, 52-report upon, 53 - l'etition of the Clock­makers' Company to, 53, SS­report upon, 56 - Petition to, for a liv.ery, 97, 98, 99, JOO, JOI-Livery granted by, 102-4 - l'etitions lo, for increase to the livery. 10G, 109, J 10-­granted, 108, 109. r 10 Alcock, Thomas, 5, 51, 59, 85, 20L ;\liens not to be employed by members of the Trade, 234-\Vorking in the City to be prosecuted, 232, 233 Allen, Elias, 85 ......... George, 184 ......... i\1r., 235 Allenson, \Villiam, Go . Almond, Ralph, 73, 85-A silver watch case presented IJy, 207 Alsop, Robert, Alderman, J04 Althorp, Lord, Chancellor of the Ex­chequer, Letter to, 294 

Ambrose, Edward, 153 Ames, Richard, 73, 84, 85, 86, 237 Andrewes, Henry, Alderm?.n, 56, 57 Antrobus, Richard, 65 Appleby, Joshua, 87, 98 Apprentices, to produce their masterpiece, iii, 150-1-Authority exercised over, iii.-Petition of, to the Lord Mayor, 60, et seq.­Regulations with regard to the taking of, 70-Bye-Laws re­lating to, 150-Questions as to the number of, 151-Thomas Loomes charged with keeping five, 151-Ahasuerus Froman­teel and his Son charged with l,eeping too many, 151-2-3-Females bound as, 155-Fees upon binding reduced, J 56-Advice to, 156 - Gretton's gift to, 168, 218-Roll of, 202 -Persons to be prosecuted for unduly taking, 233 Archer, Henry, 11, 20, 23, 49, 50, 5 I, 53, 78, 85, I 72 Archi1·es, 199, et seq.-Chtst to preserve, 199, 200 Arms, grant of, 72, 73-F. B. Adams presented the Company with a silk banner of the, 76-in painted glass presented to Christ's Hospital and the Guildhall Library. 76 Arnold, [ohn, 161 ......... j ohn Roger. 88, 89, 282 Artisans, Emigration of, to Americn, France, &c., 277 Ash. Mr., 20 Aske, Henry. 166 Askell, Elizabeth, app:·cnticc, 155 Assistants. The Court or-The first for. mal meeting of, 77-Resolution passed to preserve their secrets, 77-Regulation made to en­courage good feeling, 78-Fines for non-attendance, &c., 78, 79, 80, 81 Atcl1ison. 1,obert, gift to the poor, 221 Atkins, f."rancis, 87, SS-Elected clerk, 92 ......... (:corge,88,89, 134,173,185,215 



:\tk ins, Ceorgc, clecled clerk, 93--Protest of, against removal of monll• menlal stone from grave o f  Tompion and Graham, 174 S:unuel Elliolt, jHnior warden, 90-Elecled clerk, 93--Letter 10 Mr. J. Grant Hpon increasing the HsefHlness of the library, .\c., 204 Thomas, 92 . ·\tkinson, Tames, 1 14. 2 1 4  A rlantic a1�d Pacific Ship Canal, 1 S6 Aveliue, Uaniel ,  87 .. ...... . .  Wclwrcl. admitted lo the li, ·ery. 1 04 _.\venell ,  Edward, chosen beadle, 95 . . ... ..... . J ohn, chosen beadle," 95 
Dackquett, Davycl, S I  Bagge, Mr., Defective rules seized at shop of, 336 Bailey, Jeffery, 73, 85 Haker Henry, 1 84 . . ... . .  : Tohn, 1 84 Harber; E l i zabeth, 1 77 Harkham, S ir Edward, Alderman, 6 Harlow,  :Mr., 79 Edward, Application of, for patent for pHlling or repeating watches, r 70 -Application successful I y opposed, 244 I'.arometers. first made, 1 69 - Patent for mak ing, granted to Daniel QHare, 1 70 BarraHcl, Frederick ,  204 Henry, a silver gilt spoon pre• sentecl by, 1 07 ............ l 'aul  Philip, 88, 232 llarrow, J ohn, 65, 86 .. . .. . . .... Nathaniel, 86, 1 1 6, 1 2 5, I 54, 

233 H:ntram, JZicharcl, 1 1 , 20 Simon, 5, 2:; ,  49, 50, 5 I ,  59,  78,  Sr ,  85 lhsire. Tohn, admitted to the livery, 105 llate, 1-ioberl Brettel, 1 42, 145, 14-6 Hattin, Thoma,, lined for having a Lrnl t y  contrate second ,d,eel. 2,6 1 1aHfre, l 'eter de, 163 llayes, John, 85 Hayley, Jeffery, 237  . . . . .  . . . . Thomas, 1 0S lleadles of the Company, list of, 9., Beardmore, Arthur, 1 27 I leek , Christopher, 10S  lleckner, Abraham, S5-Sih·cr beer bowl. presented by, 20S I led ford, l lelkiah. 1 14 ,  236 lleeckman, Daniell. the Company's i\rms engraved by, 74 llcll, l lenjamin, 65, 73, 84, 85, 153, 239 . . .... J ohn, 114 Bella;, Ceorge, 1 2 7  Henn, Anthony, 87. 1 0 1 ,  I O.f llennett, S i r  J ohn, 181 

llennelt, Thomas, foully 11·.1tch m0Yeme111 belonging !to. cundemnecl :1nd broken, 239 lleraud, James, admitted to work as the servant of Mr. Charlton, 232 Berry, John, 86 Bertram, William, 86 Bicllake, Thomas, 1 JO Dil linglrnrst, Henry, admilted t o  ihe livery. 1 05 ll irchmore, \Villiam, faul ty rules seized in the shop of, at l\' e\\'gate, 239 B i rd. Samuel Joseph, 1 34, 1 35 I lishop, Samuel, 1 84 ' 
llisse, M r. ,  prohibited from using the clockmakers' art, 232 D ittleston, John, 1 84 Black, William Henry, F.S . A. ,  i, v Blackborow, Tames, S7 Blackburn, \Villiam, 1 08 Blackett, Robert, l r 7. 1 24 Hlacksmiths, the early makers of large clocks, r - The art of the, described, , 1 8  .. ..... ........ Company, petition of, against the formation of this Company, 2, 52-Extracts from the records of, 3, 52, 53, 54, 57 - Reso­lution of, for disenfranchising a member, 58 - Petilion to the Common Council against the grant of an act for regnlating the freedom of Lhe Clockmakers" Company, 1 17 ,  1 24. 1 2 5  -Reasons against the bill, 1 1 8, 1 23-Agrecment made with the Clock makers, 1 1 9-To he heard against the granting or  the h i ll ,  1 24 J la l l, 1 9:? Hlagrave, Daniel, 59, 60 lile"' T le l l, the sign or, in the S trand, 238 l l lisse Ambrose, 62 lllnmlell, Richard, to he prosecuted for exercising the art of a clock ­maker not being free, 233-Appearecl and promised to take up his freedom, 234 J : oddington, Colonel, J ames, 1 22. 1 23 llombay i\'leclical College, inscriptic,11 011 foundation stone of, 187 llooth. Richard. chosen beadle, 95 ....... . .  Samuel, chosen beadle, 95 J :osley, Charles, admi t t ed to the li ven·. 

105 .... ... . .  J oseph, application of, for palm! fur an i 111pro\'en1ent in n1nking ,rntches, 255 Bouquet, David, 59 I louquett, Solomon, I 59 llowen, Francis, 1 5 1  J :owly, De1·ereux, S7, 100, 105- Left £500 for the pnor, 220 Bo11·yer, " Tr . ,  20-A chamber clock. pre­sented by. 207 
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Bradley, Dr., Astronomer, 1 6 7 .  Brafeild, W��t;�icf���7i,�-�:�t�: ���k i ng a 
Brewerton Mr 75 Bridger, P�ter." Attorney, 239 Bridges, Mr., 246 .. . ...... Mr., Alderman, 285 Briggs, John, a soldier, ·admitted a freeman, 

I 15  Briscoe or Br istoe, Mr., 120, 124 Broad Street, M r. Cabriere's residence in, 162 Broderer's Company, see I mbroderers Bromfield, Sir Edward, Alderman, 56, 57 Brooke, John, 5 I, 109 Brown, James, 87, 2 19, 220-Admittecl to the livery, rn5 Browne, Henton, 87, 97. 98-Adm i tted to the livery, JOS Browne. John, 66, 73, 85, 86, l 14, 237 Browning, Dr., Report on the commerce and manufactures of Switzer­· Jand, 322 Bruh!, Count de, 169 Buck, 'William, 1 1 7, 124 Bucket, Mr., 2 1  Buckingham, S i r  Owen, Alderman, 122, 127 Bucklee, David, 108 Bull, John, S 1 ...... Mr., 20 Bull by, John, S 1 Bunhill Fields, Daniel Quare, buried in, 
1 7 1  Burgis, John, 20, S I  Burnaby, Rev. S .  B., M.A., Vi car of Hampstead, 179 Burnell ,  John, Alderman, r o8 Burrill, Boys Err, 182 Bushman, John Baptist, J 08 Butcher, \¥ill i am, 90 Butchers' Company, Charter, 69 .Bntl in,  Mr., defective rules seized at the shop of, 238 Butter, M iss, a watch made by Henry Jones, presented by, 169 Bye-Laws for regulat ing the Company, 22-29-0rdered to be entered on record, 49 - For compelling freemen to take up their l ivery, 71-Cost of  obtain ing, 71. Byfield, Mr., defective rule seized at  the shop of, 236 

Cabriere, Charles, 87, 162-Anclerson prosecuted successfully for putting his name upon foreign­made watches, 259 Cabriere v. Anderson, Lhe case of, 162 C::i;sar. Mr., 246 Cambell, Sir J ames, Lord Mayor, G Campbell, M r., opinion of, as to the gran l of a l i Yery, 1 00 

Carpenter, Thomas, 1 08 · · · · · · · - · · · ·  Wi l l iam, 184 Carriage clocks smuggled into this country, 
3 2 7  Carrington , Colonel, admi t ted to the livery, 104 . ... ........... George, 108 ....... ........ James, 87 . ... ........... Robert, adm i tted to the livery, 1 05 .. . . ........... Thomas, admitted to the livery, r n5 Carter, John, F.R.A.S., Alderman , 89, 90,182, 198, 223-Lord Mayor. procession to \1/estminster, 7(, -Arms of, 76-Banquet to, 198 Cartwright, John. Alderman, J04 Carver, Isaac, 1 14 Cateaton Street, meeting hel d  at the Paul's Head Tavern in, 194 Cater, 'vVidow, 237 Cathay, Daniel, chosen beadle, 95 Caveat , form of, agreed to, I 3 1 Cavendish, Richard, 1 JO Cext, Catherine, Apprentice, I SS Chamberlain, Nath .. 86 Chamberlain, fee paid to. I 1 2, 113-Form or Caveat to be lodged with, 1 3 1  -Pet ition of the Company to, 138 Change Alley, Cornhill, Mr. Froclsham's residence in , 166 Chaplin, Robert, 120 Charities, 2 1 7, et seq. Charles I, charter granted by, 7, et seq.­Gold alarm watch made for, 165 Charles II, when Prince of  'vVales, 1 65-­.A watch witl1 a pendulum sprin;; made for, I 74 Charlotte, Queen, a watch macle for, 170 Charlstrom, \Villiam, I09, I JO  Cliarlton, John, S, I I ,  20, 21 .  23. 49, 50, S T , 78, 8 1 ,  85, 232 Charmes, David de, 163 . . . ......... Simon de, 163 Charter nf Incorporat ion , 7-19-Descrip­tion of, 19 -- Enrolled in the c i ty archives, 20-Cost of obtaining, and list of  subscribers, 20. 21 -­Copies of, written by Mr. Good• win, 202-A M S .  volume, con­tain ing copies o f, purchased, 202 Chater, Eliezer, 87, 88-Admitterl to the livery, JOS Cheney, \Vither, 86 Chequers' Inn, Holborn. 236 Chest of the Company, keys belonging to. 83-Kept at .P:-1inter-Stainers' Hall, 191-Removed to St. Dunstan's Vestry, 199-To M r. r ohn Pennock's house in Lothbury, 199-Directions how to unlock, 200 -- New one ordered to be provided, 200-Depus itecl in the r _; u ildhall Library, 201 
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Child, Henry, 83, 85  Mr. , 21,  58  Mrs., widow of the late Master, the chest, books, and keys, delivered up by, 83 Richard, 51, 85 China Bowls presented to the Company, 210- l l Chisman, Timothy, 88, r o8 Chitty, Mr., 125 Christ's Hospital, Arms of Company for painted window presented to, 76-Sir George Merttins,Alder­man, elected Treasurer and President of, 183-4 - Dr. Thomas Simpson Evans, F.L.S., Mathematical Master of. ad­mitted an Honorary Freeman, 187 Chronometers, improved by Thomas Earn­shaw, 164-The perfection of, 276 - The first marine pro­duced in England, 298-The importance of, 333-Prizes for the most accurate established, 344 - Regulations as to the competition, 344-6 Clark, Richard, Chamberlain, 138 Clarke, George, 51 Henry, 89, 173,185,186, 204, 215 -Portrait of, 186 . . ... . . . .  Mr., defective rules seized at tl1c shop of, 238 Claxton, l\fr. , 236 . . ... . . . .  Thomas, 63, 85 ,1 1 4  Clay, Charles, petition of, for patent fo r  repeating watch or clock, 250-254 Clay, William, 62 Clayton, S i r  Robert, Alderman, 246 .... . .. . .  Thomas, 73 Clement, William, 86 Clements, M r., 123 Clerk, George, 108 Clerks of the Company, a list of, 90-95 Clewes, James, 159 Clitherowe, Mr. Alderman, 52, 53 Clocks, the Dlacksmiths, makers of early, !­Improvements i n  striking, 174 -In  large public, by Benj. Lewis Vulliamy, 176 - The manufacture of, in S ,vitzerland, 322--Carriage, smuggled into England, 327 Clockmakers' Company, foundation of, 1, d seq.-Petition for incorpora­tion referred to the Court o f  Aldermen, 5-Report and cer­tificate upon, 6 - Charter granted, 7,  et seq. -Bye laws, 22, 49-To be advertised, 67-Oaths of the Master, vVardens, Livery, Freemen, Clerk, Beadle, 45, 47-First Court held, 49-Seconcl Court held, 50-Petition 

Clockmakers' Company, continued. to the Court of Aldermen, 53. 
55 ,  56-Charter submitted to a Committee of Parliament, 59-Referred to John Farwell to examine, 60-Returned to the Master and \•Vardens, 60 -Differences between the Free­men and Court of Assistants as to the charter, 60-Petition of Freemen r,ncl Apprentices to the Lord ivfayor, 60, et seq. - Charter and Ordinances, digest of the, 67-Ordered to be annually read at the Christ­mas Court, 67-Compulsc,ry powers of, 69-Reasons and petition against the Bi l l  for re­gulat ing the, delivered in by the Dlacksmiths' Company, 123-4-Bill brought in to the Common Council, 123-Bill rejected, 126 -Petitions presented to the Common Council for an Act. 117, 126-Referred to a Com� mittee, 127-Act passed, 128-Certificate to be given to Free­men, 136, 137-Petition to the Chamberlain and the Court of Aldermen against the Spectacle­rnakers' Company, 138, 143, et 
seq.-J ews admitted to the Free­dom of, 149 Clocks and vVatches as articles of dress, 2 Clock and vVatchmakers lo be required to take out a license, 281 Clock and \,Vatchmakers' Asylum, 223-4 Clasen, l\I r . ,  20 Clason, Peter, 85 Cloth workers' Company, a si lver cup given to, I 12 Claws, John, 86 Cokayne, Francis, Alderman, 104 Coleman,John, 184 Collingridge, Edmund, ro9, 110 Collingwood, Samuel, J., 109 Colours of the Company to be provided. 
75, 76 . . ....... A banner with the, presented, 76 Colts Dinner, the last held at Greenwich, 198 Comfort, William, 63 Common Council, Act of, regulating Free­men, 70-Petitions to, for an Act, 115, 126-Petition of the Blacksmiths' Company against. 117-Report to, upon Free­men, 121-Bill for regulating the Clockmakers' Company, brought into, 123-Petition of the Blacksmiths' Company against the Bill presented, 124 -Bill rejected, 126-Act passed. 1 28-Act of, to provide loan of 
£50,000 to the King, passed, 207 



Common Cryer, fees paid to ,  t 1 2, l l 3  Coningsby, Lord, 246 Cook, Captain, chronometers made for, 1 6 1  Cooke, John, 6 2  . . . . . . . . .  Lewes, 5, 5 1  . . ... . .. . Robert, 1 14 Cooks' Hall ,  feast held at ,  1 97  Copeland, A lex ,  1 10 Copley, Sir Godfrey, 246 . . . .. . . . .  Thomas, 1 9 , 50, 78.-Appointed C lerk, 90 Cordwell, Robert, 59 Corporations, Committee of Parliament upon, 59 Coulson, Robert, 109, I 10 Coventry, Thomas Lord, Lord keeper of Great Seal, 22, 48 Coxeter, John , 85 . . ... ... . Mr . ,  65, 79,  1 9 1  . . . .. . . .  . Nicholas, 7 3 ,  85, 199, 200, 237, 238 Cracraft, \Villiam, Alderman. 104 Cragg, Jno. , 224 Crawford, R. \V., M.P., 225 Crayle, R ichard, 3. 5 Creek, Mr., I 52 Creeke, Henry, submitted to the rnles of the Company, 232 Croll ,  Colonel A. Angus, C. E. , 90, 182 Crosby, Brass, Alderman, 104, 108, 1 27 Cross, John Berryhill, gift of ten guineas to the poor, 226 Cross Keys, the sign o f, within Newgate, 238 Crouch, Edward, 86 Cubitt, Messrs. \V. & Co. , 1 79 Cumming, Alexfl.nder, F. R. S., 167 .  I 84, 
186 Cundee, Mr., 2 1 2  Cuper or Cwper, Josias, 3, 21 ,  5 1, 1 5 3 Customs, Commissioners of, Memorial to. upon the illicit importation of foreign watches and clocks, 267-268 Custom House Sale, foreign watches in metal cases, advertised as gold i n  the catalogue of, 3 3 1  Cutlers' Hall ,  68-Meetings held at, 193-Leasecl to the Clockmakers' Company to hold their meetings in, 1 93, 1 94 Cutts, Lord, 246 Cylinder Escapement, invented by Tom-p ion, 174 

Daniel, Mr., 23G "Qaniell, Isaack, 62, 73,  85  ..... . . . .  Thomas, 63 .. . . . .. . .  William, 51 Danley, Charles, defective sun-dials sei,.cd at the shop of, 237 Dan vers, J . ,  60 Darling. S ir Robert. Alderman , 183-Gift of £ 100 to the poor, 2 1 9-20 l )avis. N lr . ,  153 
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Davis, Samuel, chosen beadle, 95 . . . . . . .. .  Samuel, of Loth bury, fined for having faulty work, 236 Dawson, Thomas. 5, 21 ,  5 1, 1 1 3, 1 96 Day, Thomas, 1 1 7  Deane, George, engraver, copper plflte of t he  Company's Arms, presented by, 74 Debaufree, Peter and Jacob, appl ication of, l or an enlargement of a patent forapplying precious stones, &c., Lo watches and clocks, 245-7 Delafaye, Ch., letter upon Clay's applica­t ion for a patent for repeating watches, 253 De lander 01· Delauncler, Ja mes, 159 .. . ......... ] ohn, 160 Nathaniel, i',7 , 97, 9S. 159-Con­vened before the Goldsmiths' Company for making a false gold watch-case, 257 Dent, William , 160 Devereux Court, Fleet Street, 16 1 Deveris, J osyas, 120 Devil Tavern, 184 Devis, J ohn, 1 84 Dewell, lVIr. , 20 Dhunjeebhoy, Sapooorjee, 189 Dial P lates, project for stamping, 254 Dickinson, Marshe, Alderman, 127 Dobree, Robert, 90 Dolley, Thomas, SS Dorrell ,  'v\'illiam, 108 .Downinge, Humfrey, 5S Drake, J ohn, 54, 63, 1 S 1 . . .... Mr., 20 Drew, John, chosen beadle, 95 Dripping pan , the sign of, at Charing Cross, 236-At Smithfield. 230 Droeshout, John,  5 r .... . . . . . . .  Nfa.rtin,  engraver, 20111 Drury, James, 86-Elected Clerk, 92 Ducie, Sir Robert, Alderman, 5, 6, 53 Dudds, Mr., admitted to the livery, ro4 Dudley, Sir Matthe"', 246 Duncombe, R., junr .. SS nunlop, Conyers, 87-Admitted to the l ivery, 104-Left by will £50 to purchase a piece of plate, 22G Dunstan's, St., Vestry house, Fleet Street, 1 99 Durant, Oswald, 5, 2 1 , 5 1 . S5 . 1 1 3, 1 96 Dutton, Matthew, S8 ... . .. . .. William, 169-Admitte<I to the livery- 105 Dwcrrihouse, John, 1 84 
Earnshaw. Thomas, 164-Portrait of, 164 East, Ed,;,ard, I T ,  20, 23, 49, 50, 5 1 ,  72_. 73 , 7S, So, S5, 164, 168, 1 99, 2 1 3  -Appointed Treasurer, 90, 20S -£ 100 given to the poor of the Company by, 21 7, 218 . . .... J eremie, 62 Ea,,t India Company, chron0meler, made for. 1G 1 
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Ebsworth. John, S6. 116. 1 2 5 Edlin, George, 109 Edwards, Hum. , 60 Electric Telegraph Company, the United Kingdom, established by Col. Croll, 1S2 Elmes, \Villiam, 114, 237 Ellicott, Edward, 89 J ohn,  F. R .S., 87, 1 65 Ehves, . Sir Gervnse, Alderman, 246 Emery, Josiah, 1S4 Epicycloid scape wheel, patented by Arnold, 162 Erbery, Henry, 62 Eryles, Mr. , 21 Etherington. George, 86 Evans, D r. Thomas Simpson, F.L. S . ,  187 Ewart. i\ll r .. return or  the vnlue of foreign watches imported. moved for in Parlinment !iy, 316-17 E xchnnge Alley. 169 Exchequer, Chancellor of the, deputntion received by, 337 .. . . .. ... .. .  Tallies, two orderer! to be pur­chased . 2 1 2  Eyre, S i r  James, Lord Chier Justice of the Common Pleas, 49 
Facio or Faccio, Jacob, and Nichobs, 163 and J acoh Debaufree, applica­cation of, for letters patent for applying precious stones in clock and watches opposed suc­cessfully, 245-47 Fnge, Edward. 114 Fairfax, Sir Thomas. letter of, to the Lord Mayor. on the approach of his corps to London, 217 Farwell, John, 60 Fau lkingham, Mr., defective rules seized at the shop or, 238 Faulkner, Edward, 87  . . ...... ... . \Vi l l iam, r o9 l•easts of the Compnny, \\·here kept. &c . ,  196-8 1.-ebuce, Charles le, 160 1,-eilder, Thomas, 16 Fen, Sir Richard, Alderman, 52, 53, 57 Fenn, Daniel, 87. 88, 221-J\r\mitted n l iveryman, ro4 Joseph, 89, 90, I 14, 221 Samuel, S8-£200 left to the poor by, 221, 222  Ferdinand V I  of Spain, watch made for,  170 l•'ines innicted on Members for using abusive words, 78. 79, So, S r-J ames i\'[arwick. for speaking disres­pectfully  to the i\ l aster, 79-f mposed on Members neglect­ing thei r dutie,, So-Alter:1-tion of, 81-To be p:i.irl by Members elected on the Co11rt  of Assistants, 81 l•'inch, Sir I-Iene:1ge, Recorder, 5. 6. 56 John. S6, 1 25 .  2 1 4  

l<' ish, John. 130 ...... Mary, 130 \�li]J i:1m, 130 Fisher, Rebeckah, apprentice, 155 Fishmongers' Hall, to be inspected, 192 Flndgate, John, 184 Fleet, .the, money lent for the maintennnce of, 213 Fleet Street, residences of M r. East, Mr. Tompion, and Mr. Grant, in, 165-6-7-The Dial nnd One Crown in, 169-The Bolt and Tun in, 169 Fletcher, Thomas, prosecuted and fined for unduly taking apprent ices. 233-4 Fole, Robert, 114-Foley. M r. ,  24-6 Foreign Clocks and Vlatches. cluty upon. 294, 295 , 269. 299-Complaints :is to the illicit i 11 1 portnt ion of, 301- !'he marking of. 307-The right or search and sci?.llrc of, 307 Foreign Guiel \Vntches, the number of, im-ported, 301, 302 Foreign Office, the, smuggling carried on through the messengers of, 3 17  Foreman, Francis, 4, 5 ,  I 1, 20 ,  23,  49, 50. 51, 78,85 . . .. ...... . .  M ichl., 1 IQ .. . . ........ :\[r., fined for not attending Court of Assistants, 81 Founders' Hall, meetings of the Comp:rny. held at, 192, 193 France, money lent for carrying on the war with, 213-Tr:icle opened \\'ith, in clocks anrl watches. 262, et seq. -Commercial t reaty with. 294 francis, \Vi l l iam, I IQ Freedom. the steps taken to obtain an Act or Common Counci l  to regulate the 115, et seq. -Draft o f  B i l l  read, 117-Petition of  Black­smiths' Company against, I 17-R.easons of Blacb:miths' Com­pany against, 118-r\greement between this Company and the l J !acksmiths as to, 119-Report of the Common Counci l  upon 121-A design for a Certificate or, agreed to, 136, 137-Fees upon taking, 149-Persons to he prosecuted for carrying on the trade, not having been nc l­mittecl to the, 233 Freeman, Edward, 120 . . ... .. . . . . .  John, 73, £IQ, !err to the poor of the Company hy, 21 7 . .. . . ...... . Sir Ralph, Alclennan, 5, 6, 53 . . . .. . . ..... Snnrnel, 127, 128 l,.reemcn, Sureties for their goocl behaviour, exnctecl, i-Authority exercised over, i i i-Petition of, to the Lorr i Mayor, 60-63-Act or Common Counci l .  regulatmg. 70 
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Freemen, continu,:d. 
-Decrease i n  L he number of, 
1 3 7-Honorary, A l ist of, 1 84 

French C lockmaker,, Proposed granl of 
Letters Patent to,  2 ,  3 

French \Vatchmakers, to be admil ted Lu 
the Freedom, 1 1 5 

Frewen, i\fr. , defective rules seized at the 
shop of, 237 

Frodsham, C harles, 89, 90, I 98 
. . . . .  . . .  . . .  . Wil l iam, 1 84 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Wi l l i ci mJames, F. R. S .89 .l66-

£rooo left Lo the poor by, 222 
Fromanteel, Ahasuerus, 3 ,  62, 63, 1 50. 166 , 

236-Charged wilh ke,;ping tou 
many apprenlices, 1 5  1, 1 52-
Fined for steward. 1 96-Fined 
for having a journeyman without 
orders, 232 

l;rying pan, the sign of at, Ludgate, 237 
Funds of the Company, 2 1 2 . et se!J. 
Funeral ceremonies, i i i-Pal ls ,  the Com­

panies who sti l l  preserve them, 
i i in 

Furnivalls I nn, Holborn, 9 1  

Gadlingstock ,  Samuel, defective rul e  
seized at the shop of, 237 

Ganion, H.obert, deputy, 1 27, 1 28 
Ganthony. Richard. 89 
. . . .  . . . .  .. . . R ichard P i n  fold, S9 
Gardiner, Thomas, Recorder, 57 
Garlc, Thomas, 87-Admilted to Lhe l i very, 

!04 
Gas Company . the Great Cenlral Gas Con­

sumers', Colonel  Croll appointed 
Engineer, 1 82 

.. . . . .  the ImpPrial founded, 1 S6 
Gally, M r., 68, 7 1  
Gayre. S i r  John,  Alderman. 56, 57 
George III, a watch presented to, 1 6 1  
George, Daniel , chosen beadle,  95 
George Inn,  Ironmonger Lane, Feast 

he ld at. 197  
G ibbons, Be,�jamin,  £ 1 !O  left to the poor 

by, 2 1 9  
Gibbs, T homas, S6 
G ibson, Edward 88, 108 
. . . . . . . . .  James. 1 59 
G i l l pin or Gi lp in ,  Edward , 5, 5 1 ,  73 
G l e nny, .I oseph, 109, I I O  
Glover, Boyer, 87  
. . . . . . . . .  M r. ,  one of  the \Vardcns, Death 

of, 83 
G lyn, S ir  R ichard, Bart., Alderman, 1 04 
Godbud, Wi l l iam, 63 

,Gold, Christopher, chosen beadle, 95 
Gold, The duty on wrr,ught, 269-The 

standard of, reduced, 27  I -
And S i l ver Manufacturers, Ha l l  
marking of, 342 

GoldsmiLhs' Company, James Masters, 
transla1 ed to, I 13 - Loans lo 
the, 2 1 2, d seij. -J\ssaying of 
Goldsmiths' work by, 25711 . -

Goldsmiths' Company, co11li1111<·cl. 
N. Delaunder summoned before 
the 1 1 1  for making a fa lse gold 
watch ·casc 257-a si lver tan ­
kard presented to, 1 92-Two 
watches in gold cases wilh 
forged marks produced by 
their  assay ofhcer ,  339-Corre;,­
pondence with,  upon hal l -
1n:1.rking-, 340, 34 1 

Gokbmiths' l l a l l  The Company's meeting;, 
at, 1 92--- -Feasts at, 79, 1 97-
i\1arks counlcrfeited on  forcig11 
watches, 287 

Goods, l l i l l  i n  Parl iament to prevent the 
clandestine running  of, 258 

Goodwin ,  Thomas, chosen Clerk, 9 1  
Gos l i ng, Sir  Francis, Alderman, 1 2 7 
Goujon, S tephen, 87 
G raham, George, F.K S. , 86, 98, 166 1 6'.) , 

1 78 - Executor of T1?omas 
Tompion, 1 74-£20 left to the 
poor of the Company by, 2 1 9  

Grant, J ohn ,  88, 89, 1 84, 167-Letter 
addressed to, concerning the 
Library. �-c. , 204 

Grave l l ,  '.V i l l iam, 89 
Graves, ]knj:imin, 86, 2 1 4 - Elected 

C lerk, 92 
G ray, Timolhy, 1 59-.F ined for leaving L hc  

Court, 8 1  
G raye, l\fr. , 20 
Gregory, Ann,  78 

Jeremy, 62, G6, 72, 73 , 78, 79, 83, 
S5, 1 53 ,  233-A s i l ver cup and 
d ish, presen1ecl by, 208. 

l\ l r . ,  \Varden, 1 99, 236 
Green, J ames, 88 -Green, Mackl i n ,  1 1 7 . 
Greene . J ohn ,  1\ l clcrman, 65, 57  
Gresham, S i r  Thomas. 1 1 6 
Gretton, Charles, 86, 1 1 6, 168 - £50 

lcfl by, to appren tice sons uf 
deceased freemen, 2 1 8  

G revi l le ,  Mr. ,  1 25 
Gri ffi th ,  James, 1 14 
Gr i ffi ths. Edward, 1 09, 1 10 
Gri l iat ,  M r. ,  project of, for stamping cli:tl 

pl:i.tes, 254 
Grimes, Thomas, 1 59 
Grink in ,  Eclmoncl ,  62 
. . . . . . . . .  l{obert, 5 1 . 58, 85, 1 99, 207 
Grocers' Company, l i ve ry worn by, iv. 
Grove, l{ichard , 1 08 
Gui ldhal l Library, Arms of the Compa 1 1y  

placed i 1 1  w indow of ,  76 -
Company's Library and i\1 u­
scum depo,ited i n ,  206 

Gu i lds of London, the origin of, i . - lJ ivi ­
ded into two k i nds, i i-Founda­
tion of Ecc lcsiaslical, i i i- Es­
tabl ishment of t rad ing, i i i­
Ac lu l tcr inc G ui l ds li ned. i i i­
Charter of the  earl iest,· i i i  -
Distingu ishing dress worn by. 
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l faberdashers' Company, Ignatius Hugger-ford, a r,·eeman or, 247 Hackett, Sir Cuthbert, Alderman, 6 .. . . . .. . .  i\[r., 2 1 ,  199 .. ... .... Symon, 51, 59, 78, 85, 112, 1 1 3, '.WI-Nominated for treasurer. 90 Hales, Sir Charles, 246 Halley, Charles. 184 . . . . . ... . Dr. Edmund, 190 

I N D EX .  

1 -Iall Marking. gold watches with forged marks, produced by an Assay officer of the Goldsmiths' Com­pany. 339 - Correspondence with the Board orTrade thereon. 340-Select Committee of the House of Commons appointed to enquire into, 342-Report of Select Committee, 342 , 343 Halsted. Robert, 86, 1 1 6, 1 25 - Bad movements seized in the shop of, condemned and broken, 239, 240 Hamilton, George A., letter from, 338 .. .. . .. . .. . . Rev. Dr. Robert, 88, 204 Hamlin, Richard, a defective watch be-longing to, seized, 239 Hammersley. Sir Hugh, Alderman, 6 Hammersmith, Grove Hall  at, 163 Hampstead Churchyard, John Harrison':; tomb in, restored, I 77, 179-Inscription on the tomb, 179-80 Hampton Court Palace, Clock at, made by Daniel Quare, 170 Hancorne, Thomas, 66, 86n, 116 Hardy, Mr., admitted to the livery, 104 Hare, Alexander, 184 Harker, George, 89, 90 Harley, Right Hon. Thomas, Lord Mayor, 75, 105 Harmer, Jasper, 154 Harper, Henry, some de:ective watch or pocket clock chains seized at the shop of, 240 Harris, John, I I, 20, 23, 49, 50, 5 I, 59, 66, 78, 85, 86, I 16, 209 .. .. . . . . .  Mr., So - Defective rules seized at the shop of, 238 . . ..... .. William, 89 Harrison, Mrs. Elizabeth, 180 .. ... . . . .. . .  Henry, 1 7 7 ....... . .. . .  John, the father of chronometry. 177 - Invented the Gridiron pendulum, 177-Made his first timekeeper, I 77-Sent with it to Lisbon to test its perform­ance, 178-£500 given to him by the Board of Longitude, 178-0btained the gold medal of the Royal Society, 1 78-Produced a second instrument in I 739, I 78-A fourth tried in a voyage to Jamaica, I 79-Invented the metallic compen­sation and remontoir, I 79-£ 20, ooo awarded to him by the Board of Longitude, 179-His 

I larrison, Tohn, continued. · deathand hurial, 1 79-I listomb in Hampstead churchyard re­restored by the Company. I 79, 180-The works of, in the Com­pany's library and museum, 180, 181 I -Larrison, William. F. l{. S., 1 79, 1 So 1 -Iartington, i\I arquis of. 146 Hartley, l\f r., sword cutler. 66 Harvey John, 1 22 
. . . . . . . . .  i\'fr. . 1 23, 1 2 5  Hassell, J oshua, 9 2  Hatton, J os. York, I09 Hayes, \\falter, 73 ,  85, 1 1 4, 237 Hearne, Mr., 20 Heath, Sir Robert. Knt., Lord Chief J us-tice of the Common Plcas , 2::!,48 Heathcot, S ir Gilbert, Alderman, 246 J - Ieerm:rn, John, 160 1 - Ieklon or Holden, Onesi pherus, 5, 20, 2 1 . 5 1 ,  59, 85, 90, 201 Helena, St., Mr. Ellicott's clock at, 165 1 -I elical or Cylindrical Spiral Spring pa­tented, 161 Henshaw, \,Valter, 86, 114, 116 Herbert, Cornelius, 86, 97, 98 Estme, name of falsely put upon a watch, 256 . .. .. ... . S ir Thomas, gold alarm ll'atch ror, 165 Heriot, Master, 1 7 1  Hewes, Mr., 20 Hewitt, Francis, defective rule seized al the shop of, 238 1-Ieywood, Mr., 20 1-I icks's Hall, 235 Higgs, Peter, 83. 87 Hill, Benjamin, 85 .. . . . .  John, 5, 20, 2 1  Mr., \•Varden, 19 1 ...... Mr., 199, 236 . . .... Thomas, pocket dials taken from, not being perfect, 235 B iorne, John, 87, 98 Hobler, Paul, 184 Hobson, John, 5 Hoddle, John. petition against his project for stamping dial plates, 254 Hodges, Sir James, Knt., Town Clerk, 202 Hoe, Robert, 124 1-Iolborn, High, Thomas Earnshaw's resi-dence in, 161 Holborne Bridge, 236 Holden, Onesiphorus, sec· J -Ieldon 1-Iolke!·, Laurence, 127 Holland, George, 5 Mr. J., 21 ..... .. . .. . .  Thomas. 20, 51, 85, 236-Ap­pointecl clerk & beadle, 9 1 ,  95-Suspended, 91-Discharged, 9 1  Hollidaie, Edward, 62 Holloway, Mr., 20 . . . .. . .. . . . .  Robert , 5 1  Home, Henry, 98 
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Hopkins, Sir John, Alderman, 108 Horizontal escapement greatly improved by George Graham. 167 Hornblower, ·wil l iam , chosen beadle, 95 Horne, Henry, 87-Admitted to the  livery, 105 Horne, Mr., 65 . . ... .. . Samuel , 73, 85, 237-Master, 200 I-low, William, 214 I-Iowes, John , 160 . ... . . .. .  vViliam, admitted to the livery, 104 Howse, Charles, 88 ......... Thomas, 21, 51, 85 . . .. . . ... William, 87, I 14 Hubert, Charlotte, apprentice, 1 55 . . . . . . ... David, 87, 98 ......... Elizabeth, I 55 .. .. . .... James, 155 Hue, Pierry, 51 I-Iuggerford, Ignatius, 159-Olcl watch with a stone fixed in the cock and balance made by, purchased, 247 Hughes, Thomas, 87, 260-Chosen clerk, 92-Admitted the first livery­man, 104 . ....  .... William, 184 Hulst, Jacob, a clrnste oval sugar dish, pre-sented by, 208 Hunt, John , 159 Hussey, vVilliam, 127 Hutchinson, John , pretended invention of, to keep dust out of watches, 248-50 .. ..... . .. • .. . .  Richard, a sum of money left to the poor by, 219 Hutton, D r. ,  177 
Imbroderers' Company, 113 .... . . . . ..... ..  Hall, the Company to meet at, 191 Inner Temple Gate, 169 Irland, Mr . ,  153 Ironmonger Lan e,  meetings held at the " George," 192, 197 
Jackson, John, 88, 130, 143 . .. . . . . . . John. jun., 88,  89, 204 Sir Hen rv. a Dill introduced into Parlia;i"ent by, upon the subject of hall-marking, 342 Martin, 86 .. .. . . . .  Richard, 51 Jacques, vVilliarn, 86 James I ,  David Ramsay, clockmaker lo, 171 James I I ,  a watch made for, by Danid Quare, 171 Jardin, John,  184 Jarratt, John William, rn8 . . . ...... Richard, 66, 86, 197 J eej eebhoy, S i r  Cursetjee, 2nd Baronet, 

188 . . . . . . ......... Sir J amsetjee, 1 s t  Baronet, 
187-£250 left by, for the poor, 222-3-3rd Baronet, 189 

J eejeebhoy, The Hon. Rustomjee J amsetjec 18 8-£200 given to lhe poor by, 225 J efferyes, S i r  Jeffry, 246 J ekyl l, Sir Jos., 246 Jesson, Mr., defective rules seized at the shop of, 238 Jews, first admitted to the freedom of the City, 148-Of the Company, 149 Johnson , Roger, 5 J ole, Robert, defective rules seized at the shop of, 237, 238 Jones, Evan, 62, 73 Henry, 65, 66, 74, 80, 86, 154, 
168 , 169, 213, 2.J-'.t-£100 given to the poor of  the Company by, 217, 218 John, 87 Mr. ,  236 Owen, 108 William, 108 

Kellett, Thomas, fined for having a defective watch, 235 Kemp, Vv'illiam, 109 Kennedy, Richard Hartley, M. D., Alder­man , 76, 89, 90, 183, 222 Kenney, \Villiam, to be prosecuted for execising the art, not being free. 233 Kent, Henry, 73 Kenyon, Lord, Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, 49 Ker, J . ,  letters from the Commission ers of Customs signed by, 305,309,316 Kilborne, Robert, 120 I..:.ing, M r. ,  68, 71 King's Head Tavern, Poultry, meetings held at, 194 Knottsford, William, 86, 233 
Lack, Thomas, letter from, upon the com­plaint of the Liverpool watch­case makers, 304, 305-Reply of the Company, 305 Ladbroke, Sir Robert, Alderman, 127, 128 Ladies' feast to be discontinued, 198 Lafayette, General, 1 86 Laidlaw, Thomas, 184 Lam be. Thomas, 51 Land Tax, £500 lenl upon the securily u f  the, 213-Loan len t  upon th e credit o f, 214 Lane, Mrs. Jane, 168 Langford, Thomas, 184 Latham, M r. ,  a clock given to, 112 . . . . . .. . . Thomas, I 5 1 Laundre Peter de, 159 Lawe, Mr., prohibited from working al the trade, not being free of the Com­pany, 232 Lawley, William, 90, 198-Legacy of  M r. vVarre, paid by, 226 Layher, M r., Master of the Blacksmiths' Company, 3 



I ND EX . 

Lea, Thomas, 88, I 24, I 7 I-Admitted lo the livery. 105 Leach, Thomas, 235 Leather Lane, Hol horn, I 10  Leathersellers' H all , 99-Meetings held a t ,  194.,-The Feasts held a t,  196, 197, 198 Lecount, Peter, 109, 1 10 Leeming. Edward, JO') Lella, James, 1 51 Leman, Sir Tohn, Alderman, 2 Lentall .  Mr.·, 54 Leroux, John, 184 Levant Company, I 73 ..... .... Tracie, 185 Lever escapement invented by Thomas Mudge, 1 70 Levell, Sir Richard, Alderman, I 22, 123 Levy, Jonas, the first Jew admitted to the freedom, 149 Lewes, Sir \,Vatkin, Alderman, 108 Lewis, Sir George Cornew::dl, letter from ,  335, 3 3 7  Library, The, letter upon increasing the use­fulness of, 104--The establish­ment o f, 203, d seq.-Catalogue of, completed and issued, 204, 206-And museum to be depo­sited in the new library of  the Corporation at Cuilclhall, 206 Licence, proposal made by the C ompany that dealers in fo ,  eign watches and clocks shoulcl take out an annual, 312 Lidiard, Richard, 117 Lindsay, Captain S.ir James, 1 79 Liverpool, Lord, letter to, asking his assistance for the benefit of the watch trade. 276, et uq. Livery, Distinguishing dress worn by the Companies, iv-Description of, iv-Mr. Sergi. Adair's opinion of, as to the power of  the Com­pany to compel freemen to take up their, 69, 70, 71-Hye-law, fixing a pena l  tyfornot taking the, 69, 71-Attenclances of, in the pageants on Lord Mayor's clay, 75, 76, 105-Bye- law referring to the, 96-Attempts made to  obtain the, 96-Committee ap­pointed to petition for a, 97-­Petition to the Court of Alder­men for a, 97-101-Not granted, 100-(j ranted, 102-104- First liverymen admitted, 104, 105-Fine fixed, 104n--Petition to the Court of  Aldermen for an increase to the.  106 - 1 1 0-Com­plied with, and fine fixed, 107, 108- 11  I-Members admitted to the, I08, 109-Will i:11n Mansell and Wil liam Welborne fined for not tak ing up, I 10-Invited to dine, 198-Admission book of lhl:, ::-!OJ 

Lloyd, Sir Richard, opinion of, as to the livery, 100 Locker, John, elected clerk, 92 Loddington. Isaac. 155 London and J\ l iddlesex Arch::eological Society, 76 London Tavern, i'vlee t ings held at, 194 Longitude at sea, ofier of  £20.000. by the board of longitude for the best instrument for deter­mining the, 162, 1 78 .... The Board of, £ 300 voted to Thomas Earnshaw by, for his improvements in chronometers, 164-£3,000 given to Thomas Mudge for the like, 1 70-£500 to John H arrison, by, to help  him lo proceed with his experi­ments, 178-£20,000 ,·oted to him by, 179 LongLane, meeting held at ' '  TheCat" in, 192 Loomes, Thomas, 62, 159, 232-Chargecl with having fiye apprent ices, 15 I Lord Mayor's clay, the livery walked for the first time in procession, 76 Lord. l{ichard, 51 Loth bury, the \�1hite H art Tavern in, 66-The Mermaid in, 166-M r. . Pennock's house in, r 99 Lo\\"ell, Paul. 2 1-a silver wine bo,d pre-sented by, 208 Lucas, i\f r., portrait o f  George Atkins made by, 93 Lynaker or Linnaker, Samuel. 1 1 .  20, 23. 49, 50. 51, 78 Lyons, Richard, 85, 86 
Maberley, John, 87, 98 i\lcCabe, James, 88. I09. 184 ] Vlagson, Henry, watch made by Hugger-ford purchased of, 247 l\I aist"!rson, l\J  r., 20 i\lajor, Henry, 127, 128 J\lansell. Wil liam,. I 10 Mansfield, Lord, the case of  Cabricre, v. Anderson, tried before, 162-l-Iis judgrnent thereon, 259 iVIarchant, Samuel, 86, 214 · i\larke. John, I 14 Markham, l\lr . , 123 ........ . . . .  Robert. defective rules seized at the shop of. 238 Markwick, Ja mes. 79, 86, 1 15. 1 I 6 Mari iott, J ohn, 88 Marsden, John. 86 M.arsh, Anthony. chosen beadle, 95 ..... .... Mr. . C 1 1y  solicitor. 54 Marston, ) ohn, fined for having deceitful work on his premises, 236 Martin, J ohn, fined for unduly taking apprentices, 233 Martin. l\Ir. , 184 Maskelyne, l{ev. D r. Nevil , Astronomer Royal. 181, 189 i\lason, Charles. 165 Mas,;:1111, Sir Francis ,  2,+6 



�laster, Election of, 8 1 ,  82-None to be elected until he ha · been three years an assistant, S2 - Steps to be taken on the death or resig­nation of, 82, 83 i\Iasterpiece, to be produced by appren­tices before being admitted as skilled 11,ork m,·n, iii, 1 50, 1 5 1  l\·lasters, James, I IO-Translakd t o  the Goldsmiths' Company, 113 l\Iasterson, Richard, 85, I 1 2, 1 20, 159 l\Iathematical Instrument ;\'lakers admitted freemen of the Company, 1 14 Shops searched for defective work, 236-239 - Dispute be­tween the Clockmakers' :1ml Speclaclemakers' Companies, as to the admission of, 137-47 l\Iattchett, John. 63, 73, 80, 85 Matthew, Francis, 62 l\latthews, vVilliam, 87-Admitted to the livery, I05 M attocks, John, I08, 109 M aynard, George, 127 l\Iaypole, the, the sign of, in the Stand, 238 Meeting places, 191-96 l\lelvill, J ohn, 184 i\1eniall, James, a Frenchman, to be prose­cuted for exercising the art, not being free, 233-Appeared, paid his charges, and took up his freedom, 234 i\lercer, Mr., defective rule seized at the shop of, 237 Mercers' Hal.1, feast kept at, 1 97 Merchant, Samuel, 1 2 5  Merchant Taylors' Company, terms for meeting in the hall of, 193 i\Iercurial pendulum i nve1 1 tetl by George Graham. 167  l\Ieretlith, Launcellott, 63 l\lerigeot, J ohn, admitted to the livery, I05 Merrill, Charles, I09, 1 IO l\!erry, Charles, 87-Admitted lo the livery, I04 Merllins, Sir Gcurgc. Alderman, 86,183, 184 M etcalf, George J\-larmacluke, I08 Micabius, John, 20 Middleton, Sir Thomas, Alderman, 2, 5, G Midd11all, John, see Mydnall l\l i les, Septimus, l 10 M iller, M r., 153 M illington. Gilbert, 60 Million, 'v\l i ll iam. 159 Mills, Sir Ed1rnrd, 1 23 Thomas, sketch by, of the position of the graves of Tompion and Graham in \\lestminster Abbey, 1 7 5  Mina, General, 1 86 Mirehouse, J. , Opinion of, as lo enforcing the bye-laws, 1 1 1 Mitchell, Robert, admitted to the livery, !05 Milford, M r., admitted lo the livery, ! 05 

X l  

Mitre Tavern, v\luod Street, feast held a t ,  1 97 i\Ioliere, Mr., 7G Moodie, David, 62-A silver dish presented by, 207, 208 :\loore, George, 90, 19S i'l'l opes Adey, ::iouLhwark, 166 l\lorgan, Richard, 4. 5, 1 1 , 20, 23, 78, 120 -A volume, containing copies of the charter, bye-laws, grant of arms, &c., presented by, 201 Thomas, chosen clerk and beadle, 9 1 ,  95 i\Iorris, Edward, 1 1 6  . . ....... Samuel, defect ive rules seized a l  the shop of, 23G l\ losely, Elinor, 155 l\Ioss, Mr., 54, 57 . . .. . . Thomas, I08 l\Iotl.o, the Company's, 73 l\loulinie, M., 323 l'vlowlson, iV I r. Alderman, 5 l\1udge, Thomas, admitted to the livery, I OS,  169-Reward given to, by the Board of Longitude, for improvements in chrono­meters. I 70-Len:r escapement invented by, 1 70 Rev. Zachary, 169-170 Mulford, J ohn, 87 M ullett, Eth1·ard, elected beadle, 95 i\Iydnall or Middn:11 1, John, I 1, 20, 23, 49, 50, 5 1 ,  78, 8 1 ,  85 
Naked Boy, the sign of, in Cheapside, 237 Nash, John. 1 14. 237 Naval Architecture, society established for the improvement of, l 73 Neale, Henry, 1 24 Samuel, 60 
N eedlemakers, the, proposal as lo their incorporation with the Black­smiths, 3 Negus, \\l illy. chosen assistant beadle, 95n Nelson, George, Alderman, 127, 1 28 New, Mr., Warden of the Blacksmiths' ComJ >any, 3 Newcomb, J os . ,  1 10 New Street, Shoe Lane, 66 Newell, William, 109 Newman, John, t l O . . . ......... Robert, I09 Newnham, M r., Alderman, !07,  ! 08 Nicaragua, The Lake of, 1 86 Nicasius, John, 59, 63, 72, 73,· 85, 237-Suspenclcd for using abusive words. So Noakes, Ja mes, defective rules seized al the shop of, 237 Non-freemen, ca?Tying on the trade, powers of the Company over, 69, 70 Norris, Edw:1rd , 66, 8G, 197 North, William, a sih·er drinking cup ! 'resented 1,y, 208 



X I I  
Nourse, Thomas, admitted to the l i very, 105 
Oatlands, clock repaired at, by David Ram­sey, I 72 Okeham, Edward, 51 

l N l l E X .  
Pepper, Thomas, 109 Pepys, John, 86, 87, 98, 214, 240 Perkins, Eysum, to be prosecuted for exercising the art, not being free. 233-Appeared, and pro­mised to take up his freedom, 234 Orrery, Lord, the first phnetarium made for, 167 l'erigal, Francis, 87, 89, 184-Admitted Overall, Henry Charles, chosen clerk, 95 William Henry, F .S .A . ,  189-To prepare a new catalogue of the Company's l ibrary, MSS . ,  and collection of watches and clocks, 206 Overzec, Gerard, 160 

Painter-Stainers' Company, a chambe1· clock presented to, 191-Meet­ing of this Company held at their hall ,  191 Pall Mal l ,  residence of Edward East in, 165 Parker, John, 239 . .. . ..... William, 90, 180-The master's badge made by, 75 Parkinson, ·william, 222 Parkwick, James, 125 • Partridge, William, two apostle spoons, presented by, 208 Patents for Inventions, opposition of the Company to grants of, &c., 242-255 Paterson, John, Deputy, 127 Patmore. Peter, 135 Patrick, J 01111, 244 Pattee, Thomas, ro9 Paul, Nowell, an alien, to be prosecuted for working in the city, 233 Paul's Churchyard, St ., meetings held al the Queen's Arms Tavern in, 194 Paul's Head Tavern, meetings at, ro5, 107 Pawnbrokers, proposal of the Company to prohibit their receiving un-finished watches in p ledge, 282 Payne, Nicholas, 73 . .. . .. . .. Southern, 87- Admitted to the livery, 105 Peachy, Newman, admitted to the livery, ro5 Pearce, William, ro8 Peckham, Dr. Milner's school at, 173 Peel, Arthur 'vV., letter signed by, 340 Peers, Richard, Alderman, 104 Pemberton, Mr., Serjeant, 65 Pembroke, the Earl of, 165 Pendulum, two seconds, first employed by Benjamin Lewis Vulliamy, 176 -The Gridiron invented by John Harrison, I 77 Pennington, Sir Isaac, Alderman, 60 Pennock, John, 73, 85,191, 199-A house clock presented by, 208 Pensioners of the Company, a list of the, 227 Pensions, Two new created, 2 15-The whole augmented, 215 

to the livery, 105 Francis, jun , ,  roS F. S., jun., 88 John, 184 Perry, J. A. , 89 Petit, Guillaume, 5, 20, 51 . .. .. . .. .  William, Silver gilt cup and cover presented by, 207-209 Peto, i\rr., forbidden to work at the trade, not being free, 232 Pheasant, Peter, Recorder, 56, 5 7 Phi l l ips, Thomas, 124 Pickett, Will iam. Alderman, 108 Pierce, \Vi l liarn, 88 Piggott, Mr. , defective rules seized al the shop of, 237 Pinchbeck. Christopher, 184 Pinson, John, apprentice, 239 Pitt, Thyar, ro9 • • • • • •  \�7illiam, 109 . ... . .  The Right. Hon. William, 267, 269, 270, 27 ! ,  294, 33 I Pitts. Captain, 123 ...... Thomas, 122 Planetarium, the first, made by George Graham, for Lord Orrery, 167 Plate belonging to the Company, descrip-tion of, 206, et seq. · · · · - ·  The duty upon gold, 266 Plumley, Wil liam, 87 . .... .. ... . .  Wil liam, jun., 88 Poll Tax, loan upon the credit of the, 213, 214 Pond, J ohn, F.R .S . , Astronomer Royal,189 Poole, Anthony, defective rules seized al the shop of, 238 Robert, 87, SS- Admitted to the livery, 104 Pope, i\Ir. , to paint colours and streamers of the Company, 7 5 Porter, Harry, jun. , 88 Potter, James, I ro . . ... ... . John, beadle, 78,  95 · · · · · · · - ·  Harry, senr. ,  death of, 83, 88 Pound, Francis, I I 7 Prigg, John. admitted to the livery, 105 Procter, 'vVilliam, 1 ro Purefoy, \-Villiam, 60 Pyrometer, an improved one made, 165 
Quare, Daniel, 86, 170-Inventor of the repeater movement in watches, I 70-A watch made by, for James I I, 171-Buried in Bun­hi l l Fields, 171-Patent granted to, for portable weather glasses, 244 



I N l l E :<: . .\ I l l  

Quarlerage, Powers o f  the Company Lo enforce payment of. 68 Queen Street, Cheapside, The Rummer Tavern in, 168 
Rainier, J ohn, 108 Rainton, or Raynton Sir J'\ icholas, r\lder-1nan, 2, 52, 5 3  1-::.amsey, David, the first i\Iasler, r 1 ,  23, 49, 50, 85 , 171 Rawlings, Charles, £200 given to the poor by, 223 . ......... . .  James, ro8 Recusancy, John Mattchelt, charged with, So Reel Lion Square, John Harrison's resi-dence in, I 79 Reeacl, Thomas, 5 I Reeve, Mr., 21 ........ Thomas, 78 Reid, Thomas, 190 Renter \Varden, duties of the, 84 Rice, Spring, letters on the illicit importa­tion of foreign clocks and watches, 300, 306, 31 I Richards, H ugh, 87 l<.ichardson, James, 88 ..... .... . . .... John, I 10 . ... . . ......... Sir Thomas, l.(nt . ,  Lord Chief J ustice of the King'sBench, 22,48 Richmond, the King's private observatory at, 179 Ricldlesclon, Samuel, 130 Rigby, Joshua, 184 Rivers, Dr.vie!, 87-Admitted lo the livery, 

1 05 ......... William, 88 Robins, William, 88, 143 Robinson, Cbristophcr, 127, 128 .......... . .  Francis, 86 . . . . . . . . . ... Robert, 62 Robson, \�1illiam, 88, 89 Rogers, Isaac, 83 , 88, 89, 143, 173, 185, 282-Plan matured by for the resuscitation o f  the Company, 173, 215-Thanks awarded to him, 173 Thomas, 109 William, 219n Rogerson , ·william, 87-Aclmitted Lo the live:-y, 105 Rooke, John, 184 Rookes, Mr. , 79 Rosoman Street ,  Clerkenwell, 110 l{oss, Mr., Surv\!yor-General of Customs, 326 Roth wood, Robert, 5 I Rowlands, Christopher, 224 William, 89, 90. 1 98-A silver salver, silver alms dish, a glass jug  and l\rn goblets, presented by, 209-His bequest for Lhe benefit of the inmates of  the clock and watchmakers' asylum, 

l{oyal Observatory, Greenwich, deposit of chronometers at. for trial, 162, 344-Transit c lock at, 164-Mr. Frodsham's chronometers tested at ,  166-A mural arch and sector made for, by George Graham, 167 lZussell, Conelius, 2 1 9  �-'f> I� ,  2 Lord Edward, 24G George, translated to Lh<: Salters' Company, I 13 i\'lr., 240 lllrs., £ 10 gi,·en Lo the poor by, 218, 2 1 9  Captain N i casius, 86, 1 16, 219, 233 
Saddlers' Hall,  report as to holding the meetings of the Company at, 192 Sadleir, Samuel, 86 Saldanha, General, 186 Salters' Company, George Russell. trans-lated to, 113 Sanderson, James, Alderman, 108 Sargeant, Nathanie l ,  88 Saunders, Daniell, 51 Mr., 20 Savory, Thomas Cox, 320, 321 Scafe, William, 87, 98 Scott, James, 130 John, 184 Scovell, C.A., Secretary of the Customs, letter from, 310 Scriven, i\Ir., 125 Seale, Mr. William, 247 Seals of the Company, 74 Search Courts, receipts and expenditure of, 241-42 Searches made for bad or defective work, 235-242 Seguier, Baron, Swiss consul, 338 Seignoir, Robert, 169 Sellars, John, 86, 1 14- Defective rules seized at the shop of, 237 Sewell, John, 142 Sharp, J ohn, 89 Shaw, Anna M aria, apprentice, 155 John, 86 Shelton, John, admitted to the livery, 105 Sampson, 4, I r, 20, 23, 49, 50, 51, 59, 78, 85, 120-Bequest of £50 by, 2 17 Thomas, El ected clerk, 9 1  Shepherd, M r., 20 Shepl1eard, Thomas, 5 I Sherwood , \Villiam, 87 Shirley, John, Translated lo the Vintners' Company, I 1 3  Sidey, Benjamin, 87-1\ c l mitted l o  the livery, 104-Hequest of £300 tu the poor, by,  2 2 1  Silver, Freclerick ,  I J O  Silvester, Joseph, several defective rules seized at the shop of, 237 Simpson, \Villiam Ellison, 184 Sinderby, Francis I [ . ,  109. 1 10 



l N D EX .  
Skinner, lllaLthew, 8 7  Skinners' Company, S i r  George tl-Ierttins, Alderman, translated to, 1 83 Skynner, John, Deputy, 1 27 Smellie, George, elecled beadle, 95 Smith, James, 1 84 ... . .. . . .  John, 1 1 , 20, 2 1 , .23, 49, 50, 5 1 ,  59, 78, 85-Fined for non•attPn­dance, 8 1 -Finecl for putting Estme Herbert's name upon a watch, 256 Phillip, 1 14 Robert, 85, 207 Susanna, apprentice. 155 Smugglers bringing over watches, &c .. 295 , 298 Smuggling, proposal of the Company to put a stop to, 300, 301, 3 1 6  Snagg, Mr. , 1 68 Snelling, James, 87. 97, 98 Soldiers, discharged, Act enabling thelll to trade, I I5 Somersall, Richard. w8 South Sea Stock purchased, 2 14, 2 1 5  Sparkes, N icholas, a piece of plate pre-sented by, 208 Speakman, \Villiam, 86, J I6, 154 Spectacle Makers' Company, dispute with as to admission of mathematical instrnment makers to the freedom, 1 38.  1 46 Speidell ,  Franc,s, appointed clerk, 9 1 -Charges brought against him, 92 Spclter Metal, a watch made of. 232 Spencer, Thomas, prosecuted for unduly taking apprentices, and fined, 233, 234 Ssmidt, Gersen, 4 Staff, to be provided for the beadle, 75, 76 Stafford, John, 87-Elected clerk, 92-Petition of, against a project for stamping dial plates, 254 Stamper, Mr. Francis, to be prosecuted for refusing to permit his work­rooms to be searched, 240 Standards, three of brass received from the Court of Exchequer, 337 Stanley, Dean, his  account of the restora­tion of the monulllental stone over the graves of Tom pion and Graham, 175 Stanton, Ed war cl, 86, I 16, 125 Starey, John, I09 Starr, Robert, 1 14 Stars, catalogue of, I, 1 1 3 �tationers' Company, to be treated with for the use of their hal l, 1 94 Stationers' Hall, feasts kept at, 1 97, 198 Steevens, Samuel, to  be prosecuted for unduly taking apprentices, 233 Stephens, Daniel, chosen beadle, 95 .. . . . . . . . . . .  Joseph, 87, 98-Admitted to the livery, J05 Stephenson, Thos. Samuel, 1 09, 1 10 Steveningham, William, 60 

Stevenson, Adam, 108 Stewart, J. , Letter from the Treasury and answer, thereto, 3 1 3, 3 1 8, 3 19 Stocks, Confinement in the, iii Stone, Mr., 52-54, 57 Stones, Thomas, 86 Stones, precious and common, applied tu clocks and watches, 244-247 Storer, Robert, 1 84 Storr, William, 1 84 Strachan, Abraham, 155 . ... . ..... . Andrew, 154 Strange, Sir John, Attorney-General, 100 Street, Richard, 86 Strigil, George Philip, 1 84 Style, Nathaniel, 87, 98, 1 83-Admilled to the livery, 104--£w given to the poor by, 220 ... . . . . . .  Richard, 88 - Admitted to the livery, 104 Stubbs, Gabriell, 1 60 . . . . . . . . .  Mr. ,  letter fro,n, as to the gift of  Conyers Dunlop, 226 Sun dials seized, being defective, 237 Sntton, Charles, I 25 Swale, Jaques, an alien lo be prosecuted for working in the city, 233 Sweeting's Alley, Cornhill, 1 65 Swinclells, Jasper, 1 34 Swiss Consul, 293 . . . . . . .  \ •Vatches. increase in the number im­ported, 295-Those sold in France marked as to the quality of the gold, 307 Swithin's, St. , London stone, 156 Switzerland, report on the commerce and manu1·acture of, 322 Sworclhilts, bill in , Parliament for per-mitting the exportation of, 257-8 
Tailour, Edward, 3 . .. . . . .. .  John, 3 Tankards, T\,·o Silver, pmehasecl, 209 Taverns, A list of Old City, 1 95-196 Tayler, Edward, w9, 1 r o  Taylor, George, 1 55 Jasper, 87, 97, 98-Elected clerk, 92-£w gi,·en to the poor by, 220 Lucy, 1 55 Samuel, 88 Thomas, 62, 65, 66, 73, 85, 86 vVilliam, 124 Tebbatt, Denoni, a gold watch case made of unwarrantable gold seized al  hi; shop in Little Old Bailey, 240 Theobalds, clocks at, repaired and a chime of bells made for, I 72 Thorold, Sir T ohn, 246 Thwaites, J ol;n, 88, w8, r 43, 282 Tolley, Charles, chosen beadle, 95 Tomlinson, \\'il l iam, 86 Tompion, Elizabeth. 166 . .... . . .... . James, 166 
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Tom pion , Thomas, 86, 116, 125, 166, 174 -Buried i n  \•Vestminster Abbey, 174 Tovie, .Mr., 54 Town Clerk, 100-Fees paid to, 1 1 2, 113 Townsend, J ohn, forbidden to work at the Trade, 231 Trade, abuses in, referred to a committee, 65-Regulations of Vlorkmen, 23 1-35 -The distressed condi­tion of the trade, petition to Parliament thereon, 283•84 Trade, Lo;·ds of the Cummittee of Council for, questions by and answers as to opc>ning up trade with France, 262, et seq. -Represen­tation to, as to the duty upon watches and clocks, 264-·Me ­morial to, for preventing false names being added to watches, 272 Trade, the Board of,  Memorial to, upon the alteration of the \Vare­housing Act, 289-91 - Memo­rial to, upon the illicit impor ­tation of foreign clocks and  watches, 320-Their answer, 322 Translations to other Companies, I I 2, 1 1 3 ,  183 Treasurer, Edward East appointed, 90, 165 .......... . .  Simon Hackett, nominated, 90 Treasury, The Lords of the, Memorial to, for p reventing the p i rating of names on watches and clocks, 272-Memorials to, upon the illicit importation of foreign watches and clocks, 293, et ser;. - Letter to 307-Letter from, upon the illegal importation of watches and clocks, 313-Me ­morial to, 294, ct ser;. , 300,et seq. ,  322, 330, 331,  336-Replies to. 334 337, 338 Trecothick, Barlow, Alderman, 104 Tregent, James, 184 Trevithick, Richard, 185 Trubshaw, John. 86 Turner, Samuel, Alderman, 127 Tutet, Edward, 88-Arlmitted to the livery, 
w5 Twyford, Robert, 184 

Upjohn, Francis, ! 08 
Valentine, Charles, D. F., 1 I O  Vansittart, Hon. Nicholas, Memorandum sent to, upon the importation of foreign watches and clocks, 284-5 Vantrollier or Va11 t rollier James. r r. 20, 23, 49, 50, 51, 78, 8 r  Vernon , Samuel, 63, 73,  85 Vick, R i chard, 86 Viet. Cla11de. r 55 

Viet,  i\ fariane, apprentice, 155 Vigne, James, r S4 Vincent, John, 235 Viner, Sir Robert, £ ! 00 lent to, 2 1 2 . Vintners' Company, J ohn Shirley, trans-lated to, 113 \Toland, or Valant, Elias, or Ely, 2 1 .  51, 1 5 3  Vulliamy, Benjamin, 184, 204 . . .... . . . . . .  Benjamin, Lewis. F .R. A.S,, SS, 89. 176-Presentation of plat e  to ,  176 .. ..... ..... J ustin, 204. .. .. ........ Justin Theodore, 8S, S9 
\Valclron, Joh1i, 93 \Vales, Henry Prince of, 3 watches made for, by DaviLl Eamsey, l 7 I vValker, Sir Edward, Garter King at Arms, 72, 73- Seal of, 74 ........ . John, 51 ..... .... i\ f r. , 21-Defective rules seized at the shop of 236 Wallace, the Right Hon., Lord President of the Board of Trade, 285 ,  324, 325, 326 vValter, Mr., 20 \Varburton, -, chosen beadle, 95 Ward, John, 88 . .. . .  Tvir., 21 . . .. . Thomas, 51 Warden, Thomas, 155 \Vardens, steps to be - taken upon the death or resignation of, 82 - Election and remov:i.l of 83, 84 \Varel1ousing D i ll, pet i tion of the Company against, 2S5-86-Proposition of  the Company inserted in the Bill, 286 Act , petition presented by the Company to Parliament for an alteration in, 288-Clause inserted for the protection of the watch trade repealed, 2S8-M emorials to the board of trade upon 289-92-Amencled, 292--­N otice of the clause in, adver­tised, 293 \Varre, vVilliam H enry, .lwo left lo the Company by, 224 Watches, the smallest repeating made, 1 6 1  -Muclge's work on the improve­ment of, part icularly those for use at sea, 169-The · repeating movement in, invented by Daniel Quare, 170-One made by him for J ames I I , 1 71-0ne with a spiral balance or pen­dulum spring made for Charles I T , 1 74-The use of precious and other stones in, 245-47-A patent for repeating, applied for hy M r. .Barlow, 1 70 -Opposed successfully, 243 -­Pretend ed invention to k eep 



\Vatches, co11ti11ue1I. the dust out of, 248-9-Applica­tion of  Charles Clay for a pa­tent for repeating watches or clocks. 25 1-254 - Application by J. Bosley for a patent for an improvement in making, 255-A tax imposed upon all wearers of, 269-70--Repealed, 27 !­Petition of the Company to Parliament against a Clause in the Customs Bill, relating to, 330-Memorial of  the Com­pany to the Treasury, upon, 330-Foreign , in metal cases, aclvertisecl in the Custom Honse sale as gold, 33 1-Mernorial of the Company to the Lords of the Treasury and the House of Commons, upon, 332 - 337-Answer from the Lords of the Treasury, 334-337-The · rate of duty upon, in France, 3 1 9 -Duty upon, Foreign, 294-296, 299, 303, 323-Endeavours of the Company to prevent the illegal importation or exporta­tion of 255, 262, 263, 267-268, 278-28 1 ,  284-285, 293, et seq. , 305, 308, 3 1 6, 324-None to be exported without the name and residence of the maker engraved upon them, 280, 28 1 ,  304-Material for the manufacture of, exported from England, 297, 299, 304 - The number of  foreign, imported, 30 1 -302-Return to the Honse of Com­mons of the value of foreign, imported, 3 r 6 - Dealers in foreign,proposed to be compelled to take out a licence, 281,  3 1 2-Marking of, &c., at Goldsmiths' Hall, 255,et seq.-Forged marks of  Goldsmiths' Hall, discovered upon, 288, 339--Proposal that they be marked when the duty has been paid, 325-26- Seizure of, with false names engraved upon, 239 - Proposal to in­crease the penalty for putting false names upon, 268 - Bill  brought into Parliament for preventing other than free­men of London from putting " London " upon, 257-58-The Names of Tompion, Vlindmills, Quare, Cabrier, Lamb, and others falsely engraved upon, 258-59-Committee appointed to c:onsider the best means of preventing the practice of put­ting false names upon. 272-6 -Foreign made, to have the name and residence of the maker en -

\ Vatches, co11ti1u1cd. graved upon them, 280-The forging of names to be punished as a felony, 282-A case of foreign, with forged English names, imported and ware­housed, steps taken by the Com­pany, 287-Great quantities of, smuggled into this country, 279 -Representation to Lord Liver­pool, as to the decay of the trade in, 276, et seq. -i\'Iemoria_l to the Lords of the Trcasnry upon the state of the trade, &c .. 322-The manufacture of, in Switzerland, 322 Watch Cases, Reduction of  the standard of gold in, 269 -The difference in the cost of English and foreign made, compared, 269 - The number of gold and silver, marked in, 1 796-97, 270, 271 -The duty on gold and silver repealed, 271-The difference in quality of the gold made into watch-cases in England ancl abroad, 327-Vhtch Makers, A public register of all proposed to be kept, 268 Watkins, Rev. H. G., M.A., his book entitled " Affectionate Advice to Apprentices," 1 56 \Vatson, Samuel, an invention by, to dis­cover the hour of the clay at sea, offered to the Company, 250 Weather Glasses, patent for making, granted to Daniel Quare, r i0 \,\1eavers' Company, charter granted to, iii .... ... ..... Hall, inquiries to be made as to the terms for hold ing meetings at, 194 Webb, Benjamin, 1 84 \,\' ebster, T ohn, 1 17 · · Richard, 89, 1 10 . . ... . .. . .. . Robert, 86, 2 14 ..... ... .. . .  Samuel , admitted to the livery, 104 ....... ..... William, 87--admitted to the livery, 105 \:Veekly .Assessment ordered by Parliament, 206-7 \V eeks, Thomas, charged with abusing \Varden Coxeter and Ann Gre­gory, i8 \Velborne, \Villiam, 1 10 \Vellborne, Charles, 90 \Vellke, Christianus de, 4 vVellowe or Vlillow, John, , 1. 49, 50. 51 , 59, 78, 85 \Velis, Joseph, 1 14, 237 vVest, Mr., admitted to the livery, 1 04 Vlestminster. clocks at, repaired, 172 Abbey, Thomas Tompion and George Graham, burial of, in, 1 66. l 74-Protest against the remm·al of the monumental 



I NDEX. 

\Vestrninster Abbey, contin11ed. stone over their graves, I 74, 1 7  5 -Restoration of, 1 75 vVhaplett, Thomas , a silver tankard pre­sented by, 209 \;I/heeler, Thomas, 85, 86, 240 vVhichcote, Samuel, 87, 98-Aclmitted to livery, 1 04 vVhifflers, to attend the livery on Lord i.Vfayor's day, 76 \Vhite Hart-court, Lombard-street, 173 \Vhitehead, John, 1 17 vVhitlach, John, a silver cup, presented by, 208 \Vhitmore, Sir George, Alderman, 5, 6, 49, 50, 53, I /2 'vVhittingham, Wi l liam, 154-To be pro­secuted for exercising the Art, not being free, 233, 234 Vlhitwell, Robert, three silver spoons and a silver wine bowl. presented by, 207-8. \Vickes, John, 1 08 . . .. . ... . J .  Houghton, 1 10 vVightwick, J ohn, 184 vVilbraham, Mr ., 1 00 \Vill iams, Mr. ,  a china bowl, presented by, 2 1 0  Williamson, Jos., 86 . . . . ...... ..... Robert, 86. I I6, 125 Will in, \Vi l l iam, 1 10 

Willow, John, s<',: WellO\l'C . .. . . . . .. Mr., 20, 8 1  vVills, Edward, 1 22 \Vilson, Alexander, 184 ... . . . ... James, 1 55,  184 . . ... .... Hannah, l 55 ......... Richard, faulty rules seized in the shop of, at Newgate, 239 Vlindham, Sir \Villiam, 250 Windmills, Joseph, 86. I 16, 1 59 \Ving, \Vil l iam, 90 \-Vinnie, Henry, 233 Wise. Peter, 86 \Vontner, John, 1 10 \Voodfielde. i\Ir. ,  w:uden of the  Black-'smiths' Company, 3 \�1oodmongers' Company, 52. 53 \Vray, Hilton, 88 Wright, John. 184 \Vrightson, Thomas, 87 \ Vyeth, J ohn, a watch and box made of spelter metal, exhibited by, 232 Wynn Henry, 65, 66, 86, 1 16, 233 . , ...... Mr. \•Varden of the  Blacksmiths Company, 3 Wythe, Lionel, 168 -Chosen beadle, 95 
\'oung, James, I08 .... ..... John, I09 . . .. ..... Richard, Sheriff of London, 1 8 1  . .... . ... 'vVi l l iam, 154 





I N T RO D U CT I O N .  

H E  " G uilds " or " M ysteries " of London had 
their origi n in  the Old Saxon Law ·which 
exacted sureties from every F reernan above 
the age of r 4 years for his good behaviour, 
and gave rise to associations called " Guilds " 
from the payment of money into one com­
mon fund for meeting any cla ims which 
m ight be made agai nst their brethren of 
the craft. 

M r. VI/. H. Black, F .S .A . ,  in h i s  intro­
duction to the history of the Leathersellers' 

Company, traces the origin of  these Gu ilds back to a very 
early period of our h istory. Gild is a true and pure Bri t ish noun, signifying co11tnlJ11t/on or what is produced or con tri buted ; and together with the British verb gi!d/aw (signi­fying to yield, produce, or contribute) and other derivations of the root gil: it rnay be found in any Welsh Dictionary. Both the idea, and the thing signified, arc Roman ; and the name is purely British, adopted by Saxon and Norman conquerors to express what they found existing among the natives. Hence came the gild or geld (whether as a verb or as a noun) of the Anglo-Saxon laws, and t he  g·eldsapr, th e gdd11111 and gc!dare of the Normans ; t h e  l::i tter occurring 

H 



I I  INTRODUCTION. perpetually m Domesday Book in the sense of yieldi11g as revenue to the public Exchequer. The Anglo-Saxon legal word gafol (sometimes confounded with geld in sense) is but the British word g·ajael, meaning a tenure or holding ; and is in l ike manner the origin of gavelki11d, and of other terms occurring in our laws and records. These and many other words, hitherto referred to the Anglo-Saxon dialect for their etymology, and by consequence to a supposed Anglo-Saxon origin, can be more satisfactorily traced to the old British language, and be explained by existing usage among the ·welsh people ; in the same manner as the most ancient names of places, throughout Britain, Gaul, and Northern Italy, can be demonstrably explained by that language, and by it alone.-Page 3 .  An important part of the functions attributed to the Roman Urbi Prrejectus consisted in the supervision and regulation of trade, labour, markets, and prices ; and in restraining or punishing " Illicit Colleges," that is, Companies or Societies which held nocturnal assemblies, or otherwise acted against the public good. So the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London have from time beyond memory, regulated the tradesmen and artificers of London, both in their collective capacity as Crafts or Companies by framing " Ordinances " or rules and regulations, or by issuing Procb­mations for the conduct of their affairs, and for allowing or disallowing, uniting, consolidating or severing Companies voluntarily associated ; and also in their individual capacity upon complaints or accusations against fraudulent or disobedient craftsmen. The records of the- City, so far back as they reach in regular series (into the thirteenth century) abound with such Ordinances and with instances of corrective and coercive j urisdiction, extending to forfeiture of wares, to fines and imprisonments, and to exposure on the pillory. The masters, or other chief officers of the several S0cieties or Companies, were commonly presented to the lVIayor to be sworn as the Mayor himself was presented to the Imperial Court ; and the Mayor and Aldermen received petitions, supplications, or " bills," as Senators in their " inner Chamber," where they held a Court of Record, and consulted on the laws and regulations which were proposed to them by Societies or their sworn Officers. This practice is so ancient, that there is no appearance of novelty in the earliest Ordinances now extant ; on the contrary, some of the oldest refer to precedent regulations, and in some in�tances the largest terms of antiquity are applied to this part of the municipal j urisdiction, which was highly valued, and much frequented by the trades thereby regulated.­Page 7.  
The Guilds were divided i nto two kinds, ecclesiastical 

and mercantile, the former devoted to religion and charity, the 
latter to the protection of trade. About the I 4th century 
they became more blended, the mercantile being grafted on 
the ecclesiastical or devotional. 



I NTRODUCTION. 1 1 1  

M r. J ohn  N icholls, F .S . A. ,  i n  the h istory of the  I ron­
mongers' Company, 1 sets out several Anglo-Saxon Charters 
of foundation of Ecclesiastical Guilds. By the reign of 
H enry I I , many Guilds-some being exclusively Trading 
Guilds-had · been established i n  the City. E ighteen of 
these, termed " Adulterine Guilds," for forming themselves 
i nto Fraternities without the K ing's l icence, were fined. 

The earl iest existing Charter of a Trading Guild is  that 
o f  the \i\T eavers, granted by H enry I I  in I I 84, in which 
he confirmed all the privi leges granted to them by h is  
grandfather, H enry I .  

The system o f  apprenticeship became general i n  the 
early part of the r 3th century, and the test of good workman­
ship before admission into a Fraternity ,,vas adopted about 
the r 5 th century, each Apprentice being compelled to produce 
his " :Masterp iece " and to satisfy the Master and \Mardens of 
his abi l ity before being admitted to Membersh ip as a skil led 
workman. 

The authority exercised over the Apprentices and Free­
men by some of the ancient Companies vvas of a very severe 
nature ; not only had they power to in fl ict fines 2 and prohibit 
men from working at their trades, but i n  some cases confine­
ment i n  the Stocks 3 was awarded to the refractory. 

The whole body of each Company met upon certain days 
for the regulation and government of their trade, for convivial 
and social purposes, and also for making prov ision for the 
aged and helpless . M any of the crafts upon the decease of 
their members, and in  some instances of their  wives, took 
part in their funeral ceremonies, and the " Palls 4 " used upon 
these occasions are, in  a few cases, still preserved. 

1 " Some Accoun t of the V{orsh ipful Company of Ironmongers , "  By John N ichol l s, 
1 866, pp, 2-5 . 

0 " History of the Carpenters' Company ,"  By E, B, Jupp, p. 1 38 et srq. 
3 " History of the Vintners' Company, " 1 SGS, p. · 1 8, 
4 The following Companies st i l l  preserve their Palls :-Fishmongers, V in tners, Sadcl lers, 

i\'lerchant Tailors, I ronmongers, ·watermen, am\ the Parish Clerks. 

l3 2 



I V  INTRODUCTION. 

It does not appear until the reign of K ing Edward I 
that the Guilds had assumed a distinguishing dress or 
common habit to be worn by every Member alike. This 
distinguish ing dress was known as the " Livery " or clothing 
of the Guild or Company. The ·word is probably derived 
from the French verb " Lz'vrer " to deli ver, since upon 
admission to full Membership the Badge, Cognizance or 
Clothing of the Fraternity was lz'vree, -i. e. , delivered to the 
M ember. It must not be understood, however, that the use 
of  this word was confined to the common habit of these 
Guild5 alone, since i t  was also applied to the retainers and 
adherents of  the K ing, Noblemen, and others at an early 
period. 

The term " Livery," as describing the clothing of a 
Fraternity, is thus used by Chaucer in his prologue to the 
" K night's Tale : "-

" An Haberdasher, and a Carpenter, 
A Webbe, a Deyer, and a Tapiser, 
\Vere alle yclothed in  O l ivere, 
Of a solempne and grete fraternite." 

The earl iest Ordinances upon record, determin ing the 
dress to be worn by any of the existing City Guilds, are 
those of the Grocers' Company, in  I 348. The Livery is 
particularized " An upper and under garment called a ' coat 
and surcote, ' " being referred to as the common habi t, whilst 
the cloak or gown, and the hood, which were reserved for 
ceremonials, completed what v.ras termed " the full suit. " 
H erbert ' is of opinion that there also existed an undress, or 
part dress, called " the hooding," probably worn by Freemen 
only, who were not esteemed " full brothers," like the Livery, 
since in the F ishmongers' Ordinances, some years later, i t  is 
enacted that once in  every year, every Member should have 
the l ivery, be it " hole clothing or elles bodying. " 

These Liveries varied in colour in the different crafts in 
early times, some of them being described in  their ordinances. 

' See his Introduction to the " History of the Twelve Great Livery Companies. "-Page 59. 



WTRODUCTI ON.  

Those of the Leathersellers are depicted in the margins of 
two of their Charters-the first, that of 22 H enry VI, 1 444, 
and the second, that of 2 James I, r 604. 

The history and antiqu ity of the Livery Companies have, 
however, already been so fully and ably descan ted upon by 
M r. \i\Til l iam H erbert, i n  his " H istory of the Twelve Livery · 
Compan ies," M r. J ohn N icholls i n  the " H istory of the I ron­
mongers' Company, ' '  and by M r. vV. H. Black, in  that of the 
Leathersellers', that i t  is  hardly necessary to pursue the 
subject at any length, more especially s ince the Company, 
whose history it is the purpose of the present work to relate, 
was not established until a period v,1hen the usages and 
customs of the Livery Companies had assumed that settled 
order of government and practice which has survived until 
our own time. 





FOUNDATION OF THE COMPANY : 

lTs CHARTER AND BvE-LAws. 

H E  CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY cannot lay claim 
to any great antiquity, like the Weavers, 
Mercers, Grocers, Skinners, Bakers, F ish­
mongers, and others, whose crafts were 
necessarily among the earliest, s ince they 
represent i ndustries requisite for the wants 
of a people in a comparatively primitive 
stage of c ivil ization. 

The art of the Clockmaker, in  reali ty a 
development from an older trade, the Black­
smith-without doubt the early makers of 
large clocks,-represents a period of more 
advanced mechanical science and higher 

refinement, adapted to the increased knowledge of a people 
whose occupations necessitated a more accurate computation 
of  time. I ndeed, i t  may be safely asserted that the craft 
of the H orologer, if it existed at all as distinct from the 
Blacksmith, prior to the reign of Queen El izabeth, was 
,represented by so few members in  this country as to pre­
clude the idea of their being of sufficient importance, e ither 
in number or wealth, to form a separate trade association, 
so as to enable them to apply successfully to the Crown 
for a Charter ; more especially seeing that such applications 
were usually v iewed with suspicion and jealousy by existing 
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crafts, and were frequently very coldly looked upon by the 
Court of Aldermen, to whom i 11 most instances they were 
referred by the Sovereign, and by whom when incorporated the 
Companies were regulated and governed. By the time of King 
James, portable clocks and watches had become so much an 
article of dress and ordinary use, that employment must thereby 
have been afforded to a largely increased number of skilled 
workmen of higher attainments and superior mechanical and 
artistic culture. In London, this circumstance doubtless soon 
gave rise to the desire to form themselves i nto a separate 
Fraternity under the guidance of the more experienced 
members of their craft, and subject to regulations as to 
manufacture and workmanship, which the increasing skill of 
the members rendered not only necessary, hut desirable. 

As early as I 62  7 we find that the Free Clockmakers 
of the City, some of whom apparently then belonged to the 
Blacksmiths' Company, induced that Company to petition the 
Court of Aldermen to use their influence with the K ing and 
Council against a proposed grant of Letters Patent, author­
izing French Clockmakers to carry on their trade within the 
City. The following extracts from the records of the Court 
of Aldermen, preserved among the Archives of the Corpora­
tion at Guildhall, shew the steps taken by the latter in conse­
quence of this application, and the reasons which i nduced their 
action :-

1 6 2 7 . 3 Charles I. April 1 7 . " ITEM : this daie was read in this Court 
a peticon preferred in the name of the Clockmakers Freemen of this Cittie, 
whereby is shewed y' theye are exceedingly oppressed by intrusion of Clock­
makers straingers who contrary to ye Statutes and Lawes of this Kingdome 
doe use theire trades here wth more freedome then his Ma ties free borne subjectes 
and that the said Straingers have obteyned a warrant under his l\fa'ics Privye 
Seale for using of theire trades. ·whereupon i t  is thought fitt and soe ordered 
by this Court that Sir Thomas Middleton, Sir John Leman, Knightes and 
Aldermen and Mr. Aldran Ray1\ton shall this afternoone addresse themselves 
to the Right Hono\Jlc the Lord Kee,p and acquaint his Lopp wth the peticoners 
greviances and desire his favoure for staye of passing the same under the great 
seale." ' 

1 6 2 7 . 3 Charles I. April 1 9. " ITEM : this daie, upon readinge of a 
peticon preferred unto this Court by the Company of Blacksmithes for and 
on the behalfe of  the Clockmakers freemen of London and members of the 
same Company, It i s  thought fitt and soe ordered by this Court that 
Mr. Stone shall advise and drawe a peticon to be plferred unto the Lordes 
of his Maties Privye Councell in  the name of t1 1e Maior and Co1alty and 
Cittizens of London, for stay of Pattent procured by the ffrench Clockmakers 

' Repertory 41 , fol. I So. 



Tl I E  CLOCK:'IL\KE R'./ COill l',\ I\ Y. to passe the great seale for the free use of theire trade of Clockrnaking w11 'in this Cittie and to consider how farr the same is prejudiciall and repugnant to ye Cities Charter. And herein to conferr wth the Clockmakers Freemen of this Cittie and consider of sufficient reasons necessarie to be exhibited wth the said peticon for ye same purpose and thereupon to present unto this Court the said peticon and reasons to be here reade and approved of before theye are f:Nerred to the Lordes." " 
vVhether i n  the result · the opposition was successful does 

not appear. Shortly after this date, viz . ,  in August, r 6 28 ,  i t  
i s  found by reference to  the Records o f  the  Blacksmiths' 
Company, access to which has been kindly permitted by the 
Court of that Company, that the Clockmakers, as a body, 
were in communication with the former, with a v iew to being 
i ncorporated with them, but as will be seen by the under­
mentioned extracts, the negociations failed, although indiv idual 
members of the Clockmaking trade still continued to seek 
admission to the freedom as Blacksmiths. 1 62 8. August 7. " It was this daye ordered that the Master, Mr .  Layher, Mr. ·wynn, Nir. New & Mr. 'Noodfielde Wardens & Mr. Wells, Perry, Weaver, Skelt, Devoreux, Browneing, Bull, Jones, ·willow, Morgan, Harris, Sampson Shelton and Craile should bee Committees & goe to Counsel l about the renewing of the Charter of the Company & they are to meet here att the hall on Thursday next the 1 4th of this month." ' 1 6 2 8. August 2 8. " It was this daye ordered that this daye ffortnight shalbe a Court to treat & comon with the Clockmakers & Needlemakers about incoq;iating them into this Company." " 1 6 2 8-9. January 2 2. " This daye the Clockmakers brought in their Replye which being read & considered of this Companye did dislike." 3 1 6 2 7. March 28 .  " Richard Crayle being by trade a Clockmaker, paid for his admittance iij5 iiit" 4 1 6 28 .  September 4 .  " Josias Cwper Frenchman, denizen Clockmaker, was admitted and sworn to the orders of the house." 5 1 6 2 9. March 2 6. " Edward Tailour sonn of John Tailor admitted and he paid being a Clockmaker for his admittance money iij5 iiijd· " 6 1 6 30- 1 .  January 2 0. " This daye appeared Assuerus ffromenteele, a Clockmaker in East Smithfielde, whoe was warned to bring in his Certificate of his seaven yeares service as an apprentice Sub pena &c. the next Court daye." 7 l 6 30-1. ficate of his house &c." 8 

February 1 7. " Ahassuerus ffromenteele brought in his Certi­seaven yeares service and was sworn to the orders of this 
0 JZcpertory 4 1 ,  fol. 1821 ,, 

, . "· 3 Extracts from M inute Book No. 4 or the l 3 1 acks111 i t hs' Co111 pany. 
4, s. 6 Extracts from the  �1 inute and Account Books or  the  Bhcks11 1 i ths '  Company. 

,, s Ex tracts fro111 the M inu te  and A ccount  Books or  Lhe l l lacks111 i ths' Company. 
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I n  the year 1 6 29-30 we find that the trade had, after due 
consideration, determi ned to endeavour to procure from the 
K ing a Charter of I ncorporation, for which purpose they 
appear to have held meetings and selected some of their more 
prominent Members as their representatives, to sue for the 
Charter and to collect amongst themselves the necessary funds 
for obtaining the same. 

The earliest documentary evidence of their proceedings 
is  the following Memorandum of Agreement, appointing 
Francis Foreman and Richard Morgan ' to be suitors to h is 
M ajesty, and Samson Shelton, Citizen and Blacksmith, as 
Treasurer of their funds, to ·which is appended the u ndertaking 
of certain of the promoters to contribute the amounts set down 
against their names in  furtherance of the object desired :-

" \,Vhereas, wee whose names are hereunder written using the arte or 
mistery of Clockmakinge within the Ci tty of London and lyberties therof, 
or within tenn myles therof, have appointed ffrancis fforeman and Richard 
Morgan to become humble suiters unto cur Soueraigne Lord the Kinge, that 
he  would vouchsafe to incorporate the Clockmakers within the place afore­
said by such name as his l\fa'ie s hall thinke fitt ; and the said ffrancis 
fforeman and Richard Morgan have made humble suite unto his Ma'ie on 
that behalf. And herein have expended divers somes of money, and other 
somes of money are to be expended and layd out in  accomplishinge the 
premisses. We doe c:ovenant and promise unto the said ffrancis and Richard, 
nowe every one of us  for himself, well and truely to pay unto Sampson 
Shelton, Cittizen and Blacksmith of London, free elected treasurer by the 
Clockmakers, before the several dayes hereunder written all the somes of 
money, which with our names and dayes we doe underwrite, of which somes 
of money soe to be paid, wee will, shalbe expended in or about the 
premisses for the full accomplishment therof, and the remainder shalbe 

• for the common use of the said Corporation. Dated this last of March, 
1 6  30, and in the sixt yeare of the reigne of our Soueraigne Lord Kinge 
Charles of England, Scotland, ffrance and Ireland, Defendour of the ffaith, 
etc. 

' '  I am contented to paye to the use of l 
the Companie of Clockmakers the sume CI-IRISTIANUS DE WELLKE . 

.. 1,0 / of three pounds. 
1 ::'i " The eleaventh of October 1 630, I am contented to paye to Mr. Treasurer 

within this moneth, for the use aforesaid the sume of ii?· 

" GERSEN SSMIDT." 

' A Member of the Blacksmiths' Company. His name occ11rs in their l\'Iinnte Book under 
dale 1 6th  1\pri l ,  1 629. 
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" The eleaventh of October, 1 630. 

" I am also contented to pay to Mr. Treasurer for the use aforesaid 
within this moneth the some of three pounds, 3ii. 

" J OI-IN C HARLTON. 

Then follow the undermentioned names with the amounts 
guaranteed, viz. :-

Onesiphorus Holden £3 Simon Bartr::rncl . £5 Oswald Durant  2 George Hol land . Thomas Dawson 5 Guillaume Petit r o  John Hil l  5 Thomas Alcock 6 Roger Johnson 10 Richard Crayle 5 Lewes Cooke Edward Gillpine 5 John Hobson 
A Petition had, however, been already presented to the 

K ing, by whom i t  had been referred in  accordance with the usual 
custom to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, to consider 
and advise him as to the desirability or otherwise of granting 
such Charter, and to acquaint him whether in  their opinion it 
could interfere with or prejudice· the trade of the City ; i n  other 
words, to ascertain through their medium what objections 
were l ikely to be made by existing Companies to which intended 
M embers of this Company then belonged, or whose rights might 
be in any way prej udiced by the new body. The entries in 
the proceedings of the Court of Aldermen upon the subject 
are as follow :-

1 6 2 9-30. 5 Charles I. February 2 3. " ITEM : this day was read here 
in Court a Petition exhibited to the King's most excel lent Ma'ic in  the 
name of Francis Foreman and Richard Morgan, Clockmakers and others 
whereby they have humblie desired to be incorporated and likewise his 
Ma15 reference thereupon of the thirtieth of January last. Whereupon 
in obedience thereunto it is thought fitt and soe ordered by this Court 
that S' Heneage Finch Knight and Recorder Sir Thomas Middleton Sir Robert Ducie _ Knight and Barronett, Mr. Aldran. Whitmore, Mr. Aldra11 
Freeman and Mr. Aldran Mowlson or any foure of them whereof 
Mr. Recorder to bee one, shall heare and duly consider of the said 
Peticoners grievances and of their reasons to that Peticon annexed 
wherefore they desire to be encorporated. And certifie unto this Court 
in writing under their hands how they finde the same and whether 
the graunting of that incorporacon ,vilbee any pljudice to other Corporacons 
or goverments already established. " '  

1 630. 6 Charles I .  May 2 5 . " ITEM : this daie S' Heneage Fynch, 
Knight and Recorder, Sir Robert Ducie, Baronett Mr. Aldra11 Whitmore 
and Mr. Aldra11 Freeman, Comittees formerly appointed to consider of the 
Peticon of the Clockmakers for theire Incorporacon did deliver into this 

' Repertory 44, ro l .  1 46 1' · 
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Court a Report in writinge under theire handes how theye fynd the  same 
and theire opinions, the tenor whereof is as followeth viz. :-

" To the Right Honobie Sir James Cambell Knight Lord lVIaior of 
the Citie of London. And to the right 1Vorp11 the Aldermen 
his Brethrene of the same. 

I t  maie please yo' Lordshipp accordinge to a reference to us made by 
yo' Lop and the Court bearing date the xxiij'1' daie of Februarie laste therein 
shewinge that his 1\1a'1e was gratiously pleased to be certified by yo,. Lopp the 
Recorder and some of the Aldermen of this Honob1e Court touchinge the peticon 
of the Clockmakers for theire Incorporacon and of the reasons thereunto 
annexed ; And that wee whose names are hereunder written Comittees appointed 
for the same should take consideracon thereof and certifie your Lordj?J? 
and the Court in  writinge under our handes how wee did fynd the same and 
whether the granting of that Incorporacon would be any prejudice to other 
Corporacons or Goverments alreadie established Wee have accordingly }?used 
the draught of theire Charter and conceive i t  can be noe waie prejudiciall to 
any other Corporacon or Goverment alreadie established but thinke fitt yo' 
Lopp and the Court should make Certificatt to his Ma11c in the forme here­
unto annexed. 

" H ENEAG FvNCH Recorder 
" GEORGE WHITi\IORE 

" Ro. Ducrn 
" RAPHE FREEMAN." 

" May it please yo' most excellent Ma1 1e 

" Whereas upon this peticon exhibited to y0
' Ma'1C, by Francis Forman 

and Richard Morgan on the- behalfe of themselves and diverse others Clock­
makers in  and about the Citie of London (and elswhere within yo' Ma11cs 

Dominions) your Ma'1e was gratiously pleased in aunsweare to the ire said 
peticon to be certified from the Lord Maior, Recorder and some of the 
Aldren of the Citie of London theire opinions whether the grantinge thereof 
would be prejudiciall to other Corporacons or Goverments alreadie established. 
Wee thereupon haveinge called ye same peticoners before us and taken con­
sideracon of theire peticon and reasons and of the draught of a Charter 
desired by them which hath bin J!USed by Mr. Recorder doe conceive it 
will in noe sort be prejuditiall to any other Corporacons or Goverments 
alreadie established yf by yo,. Mats grace and favour theye might accordinge 
to theire humble request be Incorporated But thinke i t  a l ikely meanes to 
incourage them in  theire trade and increase theire nomber of good and 
sufficient workmen and reforme many abuses wch doe and may happen for 
want of Goverment wch neverthelesse wee most humblie submitt to yo' Ma" 
great judgment. 

" Yo' 1\fa.' 1es most humble and Loyal\ subjects 
J ames Campbell Mayor 

Heneage Fynch Recorder Thomas Middleton 
Robert Ducie Edward Barkharn 
George Whitmore Cuthbert Hackett 
Raphe Freeman Hugh Hamersley 

" The Which Report and form qf ye certificat where here openly read and 
allowed of and ordered to be entered into the Repertory. ' 

' Repertory 44, rol . 242b, 
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The favourable Certificate thus made on their behalf 
by the Court of A ldermen appears to have produced 
satisfactory results, and accordingly in  the following year 
1 63 r, a Charter of I ncorporation ·was granted by the K ing 
elated the 2 2nd of A ugust, in the 7th year of H is reign, 
constituting them a body corporate under the name of " The 
M aster, \i\Tarclens and Fellowship of the Art or M ystery of 
C lockmaking of the City of  London," the terms of which 
Charter are as follow :-

r�W:lJi'.Ee!c-:S, by the Grace of Goel, King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To ALL MEN to whom these presents shal l come, greeting. " KNOW ye, j���i�t L31�hc that we, at Clockmakcrs, the humbl e ;;t;; 1��'.\;�'.';;\��-petition of (7 Car. r .) the Clock-rnakers, as well freemen of our city of London, residing and inhabi ting within the l iberties and suburbs thereof, as also those that are foreigners, using the same trade, not of the freedom of the said city, and re­s iding in or near the said city, l iberties, and suburbs thereof, for the better order, ru le, and government of them and ev�ry of them, and of others using the same Art or Mystery of_ Clockmaking, and also upon certificate made unto us from the Lord Mayor, Reco�der, and Aldermen of the said city of London on the ir behalf, of our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, HAVE wille� , ordained, constituted, a1_1cl granted, and by these presents, for us, our he irs, and successors, do will, ordain, constitute, declare, and grant : 
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;1t�;·.;oc��'t of ." THAT all a//,d si11.g"1tlar t!te Cloclwtakers_ and oflter }'ersoll and makers both free persons w/zatsoever, as well free1J1e1t of or Zll our ct!_y of Lo11do11, as 
�������e:,�; l:/ also all otlzer our 1zatural freeborn subjects, 11si11g tlte A rt or or the ci ty of J11j1ste1y ef Clockmaking wz"tltill t!1e said cit)', liberties, or suburbs ;�,��i��\1��1�rt t/1ereof, or wit/tin a1ty place wit/tin ten mdes of tlte said cit)', as well �� t�:�c;,,'�'��;;:�f wit!1ill liberties and places exe111pt, as in ot!ter places, be a11d s!wll be, London and ten b_y virtue ef t!tese presents, for ever !terenfter, one bod)' corporate mid mi les compass ; pohtic, ill deed and na/J/e to !tave .co11timtm1ce for ever, by tlte 7/a/J/e ��;��e�:iJ�c tual ef The :Master, Wardens, and Fellowship of the Art or lVIystery Tit le of the of Clock making, of the city of London, and them by the name Company. of l\tfaster, \Vardens, and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockrnaking, of the city of London, we do for us, our heirs and successors, really and fully create, erect, make, ordain, and constitute, by these presents, one body corporate and politic, in deed and in name, to have continuance for ever. "AND that by the same name they may and shall have perpetual succession. " AND that they and their successors, by the name of Master, Wardens, and Fellowsh ip of the Art and Mystery of Clock­making, of the city of London, be, and shall be for ever hereafter, persons able and capable in law to purchase, have, �����:'",��cfs'.'r- receive, and enjoy any manors, messuages, lands, tenements, tenements, &c. liberties, privileges, j urisdictions, franchises, and other heredita­ments whatsoever, of whatsoever kind, nature, or quality they be, to them and their successors in fee and perpetuity, or for term of life or lives, year or years, or otherwise in what sort soever, not held of us, our heirs, or successors, in capite or by knight's Power to seU a,�cl service ; AND ALSO all manner of goods, chattels, and th ings ahenate 1"nds,&c whatsoever, of what name, nature, or quality soever they be : AND ALSO to give, grant, alien, assign, and set over and dispose of any manors, messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments ; AND ALSO to do and execute all and singular other acts and things whatsoever, by the name aforesaid. 
Power to plead 
and defend any 
cause as any other  subject. 

'' AND that by the name of Master, \Vardens, and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking, of the city of London, they and their successors shall or may be able to plead and be irnpleaded, to answer and be answered unto, to defend and be  defended, in any court or  courts, place or  places whatsoever, and before whatsoever j udge or j udges, j ustice or j ustices, or other persons or officers of us, our heirs and successors whatsoever, in all and singular actions, pleas, suits, plaints, matters, and demands of whatsoever kind, quality, or sort they shall be, in the same manner and form as any other of our l iege people and subjects, of this our realm of England, being persons able and capable in law, or any other body corporate and politic, w ithin this our realm of England, can or may have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, retain, give, grant, let, alien, dispose, and assign, implead or to be impleaded unto, answer or to be answered unto, defend and be defended, do permit or execute. 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS ' COMPANY. 9 " AND that they the said Master, Wardens, and Fellowship of the_ Art or l\!Iystery of Clockmaking, of the city of London, and their successors for ever hereafter, shall and may have and use a Common Seal, for the expediting of the causes and business of To have a Com­them and their successors. And that it shall and may be lawful mon seal ; LO and for the said Master, Wardens, and Fellowship of the said Art or _Mystery of Clock making, and their successors, to alter wiLh power to and make new the said seal from time to t ime, at their wills and ��\�,'i��\�, ';1�;�0 Lo pleasures, as they shall think fit Lime , " AND FURTHER, we will and ordain, and by these presents for Power to elect us, our heirs and suc�essors, do grant unto the said Master, 7��1,�'.v��iip to Le \Varden�, and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking, i\laster : of the city of London, and their successors, that for ever hereafter t_here be and shall be one of tl1e said Art, Jlfyste1y, or Fellowsl1ip, zn 111a1111er and form hereafter in t!tese presents mentioned, to be c/1osen and na1lled, which shall be and sh:t l l  be called tlte })£aster of the said Fellowship of the Art or l\!Iystery of Clockrnaking, of the city of London, "AND that l ikewise there be and shall be three of t!te said Fellow- and three of the slup, in 7/la/l/ler and .form !1ereafter 11/eiitionctl to be 11omi11ated and {1�:�,���ir lo be elected, which shall be and shall be cal led, the TVardc11s of t/1e F dlows!ti_p of the Art or :iVIystery of Clockmaking, of the city of London. 
, , AND A LSO, that there be and sh:11 1 be ten or more Freemen of also ,en of the t!1e said Fellows/up, in 111a1111er a11d fon�t !1ereafter i1t tl1ese presents �';,��de��s\is�:�nts, expressed, to be 11a111ed and chosen, which shall be, and shall be to assist and a id ca:ned the Assistants of t/1e said Fdlows/11} of the Art or :Mystery ���'�;��!70;":ie of Clock making, of the city of London. And from time to time be ing. t ime shall be ass/sting and aidi7lg to t!te J1fasta and f1Vardens of the said Fellowship for the time being, in all causes, matters, and business, touching or concerning the said Fellowship. "AND tl:at the sai� J1faster, TVardms, and Assistants of the said ��:��\fee��-��!nt Fellowship for the time bemg, or the greater part of them (whereof to constitu te a the Master and one of the ·wardens for the t ime being to be two), ��'.'.'.�; ';���,'�tc sliall and 111ay !1m;e ftt!l power and aut/1ontJ' by these presents, to Jaws and o,Ji-111ake, constitute, ordain,.  and set down, .from time to time, suc!t. rttif!;,_ VI I .  7 .) reasonable laws, statutes, decrees, ordinances, and constitutions, i11 writing, whatsoever, which to them, or the greater part_ of them, whereof the Master and one of the Wardens as aforesaid for the time being to be two, shall seem good, wholesome, profitabl e, honest, an� necessary, accor1ing to t!teir dt"scretio:1s! as well .for ���1�:,�rg��e�;:.;, and concermng such oatl1s as snail be fit to be adrn1111stered to t!1e members, Master, Warde/is, mid Assistants, or Ctll)' ot/1cr of _tl1e said Fello:o- �1

;�:;1�
0��e;�;;;ci""i slu}, f�·ee, foreign, or stranger. A� also, .for, �011cl1t11g,_ or co11cemwg �/,�°s�Y�ci•;i;i�;r; t/1e sazd Trade, Art, or JYiystery, lit t/1e mak111g of ctocks, watc/1es, Trade in any 'laru111s, boxes, or cases for clocks, watc/1cs, or 'lar1t1lls, or a11y ot/1er respect . 11la1111er of work concerning t/1eir Art, .illfyste,y, or Profession of Clockmaki110 . As also for the punishment and reformation of Deccit f1 1 l _prac-such abuse;, deceits, and other wrongful practices, · as shall from l lces purnshablc. 



I O  THE CLOCKMAKERS' COi\lPANY .  time t o  time be practised, either i n  making, mending, o r  ut tering any lxtd, deceitful or hurtful wares, whereby our lo ving subjects may be wronged, deceived, or abused, or any other 1nong, cozen­age, deceit, or ;i.buse concerning the said art and mystery, offered or committed at any time 1rithin the said city, l iberties, :ind suburbs thereof, or in any other place or places, pri vileged or not 
f.�_:�c,�,,ii �t: privileged, within ten miles compass of  the said city. J\ncl also, 
nances for ,he for the good ru le and government of the :i\ 'l:ister, \Vardens, and 
;r;�:-�:,��n or Fel lowship of the said Art or Mystery of Clockmaking aforesaid, 
11sing ,he art, in and their successors, and of al l and singular persons using, 
�L'./;���1i;�-�fir- exercising, or trading in the said Art, Trade, or Mystery of Clock­
L�,;'�'[,:\�,�i',�:�r maki1!g, and every of them,_ both within the city of Lo_ndor: and mi les compass of liberties thereof, and ten miles compass of the said city, 111 all 
the same. matters and things touching or in any wise concerning the said 
Power to Art, Trade, or :Mystery of Clockmaking aforesaid. AND for �1�f1��;�'..\;

h

�vhich declaration after what 111a11mr, order, and form, t/1e said l\!Iaster, 
al l  persons using \\Tardens, aud Fel l0\1·ship, a11d t!teir successors, and all a11d e,,etJ' �1i',� E;,�1;;�t1• ot/1er person and persons 11si11g a11d exercisz"ng tlte said Art, Trade, �i1�;1�a

c
,�

,2 on a11d Jlfystery of C/()c/.:mala"ng 1rithin this our realm . of Englan_d ,  shal l behave, demean, carry, and use themselves m their said offices, mysteries, and work, for the public good and common �,1 profit of  the said Master, Wardens, and Fellowship, and of the \ rest of our people, and for al l other matters, th ings, and causes touching or concerning the said Art, Trade, or :Mystery of Clock­making, by any manner of means. 
Power to fine '' AND W H EN S O EV ER l!te said Jl/asti:r, TVanlc11s, a11d Assisla11!s ��r�n��'.1�5;1gainst for the time being, or the greater part of them (whereof t/1e 
their Jaws. J)/fastcr a11d one of the TVr.ln-fms for the time being to be lwo), do make, ordain, constitute, and establish such laws, ordinances, decrees, orders, and constitutions, to ordain, provide, and limit such pains, punishments, and penalties, either by fine or amerce­ments, breaking the works deceitfu l ly  made, or by any other lawful ways or means whatsoever, upon all offenders or breakers of such lairs, ordinances, decrees, orders, and constitutions, or any of them, as to them or any of them, or the greater part of them ( whereof t/1e Jlfaster a11d om of t/1e lVarde11s for the time being to be two), shall seem necessary, fit, and convenient to be made, set, imposed, l imited, and provided for the keeping of the came laws, orders, and constitutions. 
To recover fines "THAT then, and at any time after, the said :i\'Iaster, "\Vardens, �1�1jti::,�11 tf��-to and I1ello,vship of the Art or }VIystery of Clockn1aking, of tl1 e  city of London, and their successors, shall and may by virtue hereof, have and l evy the same fines and amercements to their own use, and put in execution the said other penalties, without the let or \ \ h indrance of us, our heirs and successors, or 1rithout giving or re1�dering any thing therefore to us, our heirs or successors, or any other persons whatsoever. All laws and " Au, which laws, ordinances, statutes, decrees, and con­
�b���;:i�ces to be stitutions so as aforesaid to be n1ade, "'e \\'ill to be observed and kept upon the pains therein contained. 



TH E CLOCKi\IAKERS' COM PANY .  I l  " So ALWAYS, as s11c!t laws, ordi11a11ces, co11sfzi11tious, ji11es, Provided that no 
amercements, or other waJ1s or 711ea11s be reasonable, and 11ot ��'.�;1;�:'i�� 11�"' 
re_pttgnant or contrary to tl1e laws of tltts 011r realm of E11gla11d, 11or or custom 
to tlte msto111s or usage of t!1is 011;- city of Lo11do11. " AND FURTHER, our royal will and pleasure is, for the better All appre11 t ices strengthening of _the said government, that if any person or persons '.h!�::�0

i�
s
,;�

siu
g hereafter profess111g the trade of Clockmaking, and bein� free of ���;k�;�,:� 1f

r

ce that Company, or of any other company whatsoever, w 1 th111 the only. city of London, liberties, and suburbs thereof, or the limits hereby proposed, and shall take unto him or them an apprentice for the term of seven years or otherwise, according to the custom of the :::> said city, that the said apprentice or apprentices shall for ever hereafter be bound to some free brother of the said Company of Clockmakers, to t!te end t!te said Brot!terlwod in time may become 
an ah!e body of itself, witl!o1d t!te d1st1trba11ce of any ot/1er soctdy or 
goz1entme11t. " AND  for_ the better executins of this our grant in that behalf, fii��t?��1�

1
r 'i':� we have assigned, named, constituted and made, and by these name ; l presents, for us, our heirs, and successors, do a�sign, name, constitute, and make our well-beloved servant David Ramsey, Esquire, to be the first and present Master of t/1e said Fe!lowsl!ip, 

!te being or !1avi11x been a professed Clocklllaker, and to co1,ti1111e iu who is 10 con­
t/1e S�tllli! office u11tt'l t!1e feast-day of Sai11t Jlfic!wel I iie A 7 cliangd, 11rxt ::�\t:7 c'�i= �;{���ng ensuwg the date of these presents, 1 f he shall so long live ; and �J ichaelmas-day from thence until one other of the said Fellowsh ip  shall be �;��1\1��; 1�t�e chosen and named unto the office of Master of the said Fellow- successor. sh ip in due manner, according to the ordinances and provisions h ereafter in these presents mentioned and expressed. " AND also, we have assign_ed, named, and constitut�d, and by r,i�et�1�'r3�

1
��'t, these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do assign, name, name ; constitute, and make our well-beloved Henry Archer, John vVellowe, and Sampson Shelton, to be the first and present '\Vardens of t!te said Fellows/up, tl!ey bei11g also, or !wz 1ing been, 

professed C!ock1llakrrs, and they and e i ther of them respectively . . to co11tin11e in l!tez'r said office u 11/i! tl1e said fcast-da y of .Sai1'.t �ffi��'\\\�\Yi° t\:�e i r  

J11icliad t!1e Arc!w11gel 11ext e11s1ti11_g the date of these presents, 1f ensuing J\l ichael­they or either of them shall so long l ive. And from thence until :��i/
t�,�· �1��\;0n three other of the said Fellowship ,  according to the ordinances of successors. and provisions in these presents expressed and declared, shall be newly chosen. " AND we have assigned, named, consti�uted, appointed and fii'��a;���'.,�� 1;'i'� made, and by these presents for us, our he i rs and successors, do by name ; assign, name, consti tute, and make our well-beloved James Vautrolli er, John Smith, Francis Forman, John Harns, R ichard Morgan, Samuel Lynaker, John Charlton, J ohn M idnal l ,  �imon Bartram and Edward East, to be the first and present Assistants 1 0  co11ti1111c d, 1r• of the s�id Fellowship, to continue in the said office of  Assistants ; 11;�/�,;a\t,;�" during their natural lives unless they or any of them respec- removed for tively shall fortune to be' removed for the misbehaving him or ��1:i'sec"casoiiablc 

C 



1 2  

J\ssist:rnts re­
mo,·able, and by 
what authority. 

First i\foster 
sworn before the 
Lord lVI:1.yor, as 
also the three 
first \Vanlcns. 

Power to elect 
officer:-. annual ly 
on i\'l i ch:1clm:1s­
day. 

One of the 
FREEill�N to be 
elected :i\Iaster, 
who must be or 
h:Lve been :1 
profes:--ed Clock­
m;1ker :  

THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COM PANY. themselves in their said office, or for some other reasonable cause, whom for such reasonable cause we will shall be removable from time to time, at the pleasure of the Jl1'aster, r✓f/arde11s, and 
Assista11fs of the said Fello1Yship or the greater part of them, whereof the Master and one of the Wardens to be two. 

" N EVERTHELESS, our will and pleasure is, that the said David Ramsey, before mentioned, to be Jl1'aster of tl1e said Fe!!owsltip, 
before lie mler i11fo tl1e exemtion of tlte said place and office, tal,e l1is 
corpora! oatl1 11po11 tl1e Holy Evangelists, for the faithful and clue execution of the said office before the Lord Mayor of our city of London, unto which Lord Mayor we do hereby give power and authority to administer an oath unto tl1e said first and prese11t 
Jllfaster, and the tltree first T1Vardens, by virtue of this our present grant hereby mentioned accordingly, without any further commis­sion or warrant from us, our heirs or successors, to be procured in that behalf. u AND afterwards we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs, and successors, do for ever hereafter grant and give unto the said Master, 'vVarclens, and Fellowship of the Art and Mystery of Clockmaking, of the city of London, and their successors also That the Jllfaster, TVardens, and Assistants of the said Fellowship for the time being, or the greater part of them (wl1ereof we will 
tile Jllfaster and one of tl1e TVardt ns for the time being to be two), from time to time, for ever here:i.fter, shall have full power and authority, yearly and every year, upon the said feast-day of Saint Michael the archangel, if it fall not out to be on the Sabbath-clay, or in such case the next clay following, and so from clay to clay until election and acceptation of officers as after followeth shall be made, to elect a11d 11ominate one of the Freemm of the said Fellowship, lie bei11g or lwm·11g been a professed Clockmaker at tlte 
time of lu's election, to be the Master of tl1c said Fe!!owsltip, for one year then next ensuing, and from thence unti l  one other of the said Fellowship be chosen into the said oflice of iVfaster of the said Fellowship, according to the ordinances and provisions in these presents expressed and clecbrecl, unless in the mean-time he shall die, or be removed as afores:i.id. 

aml h e  shall take " AND that he which shall be so chosen and named into the 
�:�: !�:\\�������- office of I\1aster of the said Fello\vship, before lie be adn1itted or 
and two Wardens excmte l1is said office, slta!! take ltis corporal oatlt /;efore ti,e !asl 
��;,�i�t!�L�1�0 his Master of the said Fellowship tl1e11 livi11g, a11d tlte l V arde11s of the 
ofrice. said Fellowship for tlte time bei11g, or two of tlte111, well and truly to execute the said office of :Master of the said Fellowship, unto whom, and their successors, we do hereby give full power and ��i'�%[�;:/;'i authority to administer an oath or oaths accordingly. And that 
administer the after the said oath or oaths so as afores:i.id taken, he shall h:i.ve 
oaths to the new and exercise the office of l\1Iaster, until one other be chosen ancl sworn into the said office, in m:i.nner and form aforesaid. 



T H E  CLOCK.MAK ERS' COMPANY. I ,., J " AND that then l i kewise t!tey 111ay elect, nominate, and choose, Three of the three ot!t�r o.( t/1e F1:ee111en _of the said Fel lowship to be \Varclens t;�2,�:i' '��,\�1��,. of the said F ellowsh1p, w/11c/1 s/m!l be, or /mz 1e bee11, professed Clock- whu must be or 
makers as_ aforesaid, to continue  in the same office one year then ::;�'rc,����1'ctoci: ­next ensmng, and from thence unti l three others of the said 11,akers. Fel lowship be chosen in the said office of \Varclens of the saicl Fellowship, according to the ordinances and provisions in these presents expressed and declared, unless, in the mean-time, any of them shall die or be removed as aforesaid. " AND that they which shall be so chosen and named into the  N"ew Wardens to office of Wardens of the said Fellowship, before they be aclrnittecl ;;�1�ir�'\11��'.;�: to execute the said office, shall take _tlteir corporr:l oat/1 brf�re !lte f1\��;�;,�:t:r��c J}fasfer and last l/Vardens of the sa1 cl Fellowsh1p I/ten lwmg, or they be_a<lmittcd 
two of !Item, well and truly to execute the said office of \Varclens 1 11 1 0  thrn offices. in all things touching and concerning the said offices, unto whom and their successors we do hereby give power to administer an oath accordingly. And that after such oaths so as aforesaid taken, they shall and may execute their office from thence, until three other be chosen and sworn in form aforesaid into the said office of \Vardens of the Fel lowship, in manner and form afore in these presents expressed and declared. " AND  FU RT H ER ,  by these presents for us, our heirs and sue- Power to elect a cessors, we will and clo grant unto the said Master, \Varclens, and �,t�:�\�,'���11 �r,\1,1e Fellowship of the Art or l VIystery of Clockrnaking, of the city of o l d one. London, and their successors, That if it !ta.ppm t/1e Master of tl1e 
sm"d Fel!ows/11p for the t ime being, at any t ime w ithin one year after that he be chosen into his office, do die, or be rc11to,•ed from the same (whom we will sltall be re111ovab!e 11po//, reaso11aNe a11d 

jwt cause, at t/1e p!eas11re of tlte I Varde11s a11d Assista11ts of the said Fellowship for the time being, or the greater part of th em, 
w!tereof one of tlte T Vardem to be 011c), That then, and so often, it E lection to t,ke shall and may be lawful to and for the l Vardem a11r! Assista11ts of : ;:���1

,"��;�1

1
1 1  0"0 

t!te said Fellows/tip for the time being, or the greater part of them cbt h  or re· 
(w!tereof Olle oj t!te { Vardem to be oue), 7CJtl!tin 011e 71/0lllh next after ;;�0�;i1;��n�

l 11lt 1St such decease or removal , to c/wose, el:ect,_ ,and sw�ar one othe_r of �\�;-�;�',�r°;" ,nd t/1e \Nardens ur Assistants of the said I• ellowslup for the time to cont inue on l y being, to be Master of t/1e sad Fel!o1.c,s/11p, to execute and exercise ;;;�1�!c1�1;c l m l ­the said office of Master of the said Fellowship 1111ti! tlte feast of fo l l owi ng ; 
St. Jl!fic/mel t!te _,.1rcltangcl !lte11 11exl Joll01c;i11g, and from thence until one other be chosen in the said place in manner aforesaid, 
!te or t!tey first tal,i11g !11s or t/1eir corporal oat/1 or oaths, in :; : ; : i ;'��,��,;

ct manner and form aforesa1cl .  And so as often as the cause shal l so require. " AND  if it  sh�l l  ha1�pe_n tl1e Wardens of the Fellowship, or om �?,;;•d�,'.� �:�et 

of them, at any t ime w1th1 11 one year after they or any of them be death or rcmol'al. chosen into his or their office or offices to clie, or be 1w1oz•ed from his or their office or offices, wltOII/ 7(1C wt/! upon reaso11ab/e a!/� just :,;�\\ti'tl��-­cause s/wl! be removable at tlte pica sure of !lte Jlfas/e; , I f/m de11s, rc:isonab lc c,usc; 
a11d t/1e Assista11ts of the said Com pany, or the greater p::irt of them for the t ime being, that then and so often it sh::il l  :-rncl may 

C 2 



and other of the Fellowship 111:1.y be chose11 instead. 
New \V:1rclens not lo :1ct unt i l  sworn, 
::rnd to cont inue  1 1nt i l  ensu-ing i\l ich:1.elm:1s-cl:-ty. 

Power to elect Assistants on \':lC:111Cies OC· c:1sioned l'Y di•ntlt or 'r�lll()'jlf1/, 

which elections may be: made at the pleasure of the Court a.s often as the case may require. 

New Assist:1nts not to :1ct t i l l  

,j \ 

. .  \ 

Power to :1d ­min ister o:uh to any person admitted under the government of the Company, for the clue per-
\ ro,_-mance or ::!H 
l ����lfi t�l

�p�::�� ITI -

THE C LOCKi\[ J\ KE RS' COM PANY. be lawful to and for the said 11faster, TVanlms, a11d Assista11ts, and their successors, wl1ic/1 slwll be tl,m /i,1i11g or remaining, or the greater part of them, at the ir  pleasure ,  to elect, choose, and give oath unto one, two, or three other of the said Fellowship to be \Varden or \Vardens according to the orders and pro\·isions before in and by these presents expressed and declared, to execute and exercise the said oflice of Warden or Wardens of the said Fellowship u11til tl,e said feast of Saint J1lt"d,ael tl,c Arclw11gd 
!!ten 1ll'Xt followi11g, in form as aforesaid, and so as often as the cause shall happen or require. " AND F U RTH ER, we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, \1·e do grant unto the said lVIaster, \Vardens, and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking, of the city of  London, and their successors, that wl1cmoev,;r it lwppemt!t ait)' the Assistants of the said Fellowship for the time being to die, or 
to be re/1/0'i'ed by the greater part of the said J1!faster, TYarde11s, and Assistants, for the time being (wl,ereof tl1c .!1fasler and 
0111: of tl1e 1 Vardms for the time being lo be two), for evil government or misbehaviour, or for any other reasonable cause, that then and so often, it sh:i.ll and may be la\1·ful to and for the said JJfaster, TVardc11s, a11d so 1111711)' of tl1e said .Assista11ts for the time being, wlttdt sltall tl1m s11rvive a11rl 1cmai11, or the greater part of them (wl1ereoj tl1e J1ifasler a11d 011e. of tl1e 1/Vardens as aforesaid, for the time being to be two), at their will and pleasure ,  from time to time, to clwosc or 11a111e one other or more of the Fellowship aforesaid to be Assistant or Assistants of t!tt Sf!d 
Fdlowsluj;, in his or their place or stead, 1uludt slwil so lwppen to 
die or to be re/1/ovtd as is aforesaid. And that he or they after they be so chosen and named to be Assistant or Assistants of the said Fellowship as aforesaid, before that he or they, or any of them, be  admitted to  the execution of  the oftice or ofrlces of  Assistant or  Assistants of  the said Fellowship, shall take his or  their corporal oath or oaths, before the Master and \Vardens of the said Fellowship, well and truly to execute the said office and oflices, and so, as often as the cause shall so require. Unto which Master and \Varclens, and their successors, we do by these presents give power and authority to administer an oath or oaths accordingly. for the general good of the said Society or Fellowship of Clockmakers. " AN D  FURT H ER ,  that it shall and may be hwful to and for the said J11aster, fVardms, and Assista11ts of the said Fellowship for the time being, or the greater part of them (wl1creof tl,e 11:faster 
a11d 011c of tlte {Vardem lo be two), to gz"z 1e a11d ad111i11isler an oatlt 
or oatlt.s, from to time, to every particular freeman, foreigner, denizen, or stranger, or any others that shall be admitted by the 
J1faster, TVardens, and Co11rt of .Assista11ts, or the major part of them (whereof the :Master and one of the Wardens to be t\rn),  under the government of the said Fellowship, for performance of such things as shall be requisite and necessary by them to be clone and performed in their several Arts and Tv [ysteries of Clock making. 



T I I E  CLOCKillAKE RS' CO� l l'Ai\ Y.  l j " AND \\'e will, and by these presehts, for us, our heirs and ,r,�,\�;�L� f�,: �"' successors, for the better order, rule, and government of all and for ,he rcgu ia , iou singular person and persons ,1·hich _shall be admitted uy the ��,'�\,i:e,:;��.";� isc Jviaster, l Vardc:11s, and Court of AssHta11ts, a member of that use the an. or l<cllO\l"Ship, of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking, or \\"hich now �'.1;\/��'.'ci',h�;';,;;;, do use, ?r her�after shall use, either making, mending, buying {;'�1��'.'" and sell111g, mgrossmg, or retailm9, or do any manner of \\"Ork Whet her the generally or particularly belong1 11g to the Tracie, A rt ,  or IVIystery several procluc­of Clockmaking, or the making, buying, selling, transporting, and �',0�',�,��1�\� ��\110 importing any bad, deceitful, and unsufficient Cloc/.:s, J,Vatc/1es, or Lrough ,  from 'lam111s, Sun-dials, Boxes or Cases, for t/1e satd Trade, Ar!, or ��;;:',�::;ft'' or i lzi•ste1y of Cloc/.:ll!a/.:i11g-, be t!te)' lf wliat metal or of wlwt 11at11rl', Productions of condilio11, or fas/1ion soever; or ait)' o!l1er wor/..'. pec11/iady bc/011gi11g �1111�1�;;,,ted. to t!te said Trade of Clock111akiJ1g, coming either from foreign parts or provinces forth of our dominions, or ,rithin our dominions, and made, sold, or brought to uc sold ,rithin the said city of London, liberties, and suburbs thereof, or ten miles of the said city, or within our realm of England or dominion of \Vales. We do will, and for us, our heirs and successors, do grant to the said p°',-er to make " JJ!faster, and vVa rdens and A ssista11ls, or any t,rn of them (\\'hereof ��;1°::7�,�e�;:�:11 the said :Master or one of the said \Vardens for the time productions er ueing, to be 011e), or their lawful sufficient deputy or deputies in ::::ci:r�;;��-" this that behalf lawfull� deputed _and assigned, toge_ther with a con- ;;�-�1,'.�h�'�rom stable or other ofhcer or ofhcers of us, our heirs or successors, foreign parts for from time to time, when they shall think necessary or e:--:pedient sale ; to enter into any ship bottom, vessel, or lighters, or any other ,rnrehouse or ,rnrehouses, houses, shops, or any other plact' or places whatsoever, where they or any of them shall suspect any such watches, '!arums, sun-dials, or any the premises before men-tioned, to be so brought in, made, or wrought as aforesaid, to be and remain, and then and there to make search for all the said clocks, watches, ']arums, sun-dials, or cases made for any clocks, watches, or ']arums, or any other works as aforesaid peculiarly uelonging to the said trade of Clockmaking, made within this realm, or brought into the same to be put to sale and them to view and survey, a1:d such of them as shall be faulty and deceit- b'.'�'..L0,:�'.t:°if fully wrought, to seize on them and to break them, or cause them, un iadully made, if they shall think fi t it m�y be well clone, to be amended, and to �;0':��t�,�f�'.-"� take such order and secunty, that none of them that shall not be cause the same substantially and truly wrought be put to sale, or not made of ��1t11��11i;;�,°r�c , good and lawful metals, or by such _men who have not served out The work of per­the full term of se1·cn years, accordrng to the statute 1 1 1  that case sous who have made and pro,·ided, and the parties themselves suppressed, or ;;�� 1".;','.;';��s7,\\, of such of them, and all such works as shall be deceitfully wrought, sc:'cn rcars to he and cannot be by art well and su fficiently amended, that then it ��',',':�� aucl the shall be lawful for the said :Master and \\"ardens, or one of them, suppresed . or their sufficient deputy so assigned from time to time, upon clue search, as often as they shall think fit, to seize the same faulty �nd ��1;�,'.f ,i�'.L'��­dece 1 tful work or works, and every part and parcel thereof, 1 11to be seized in , he their hands, in the names of us, our heirs and successors ; and in k iug·s """'e :  presence of the Mayor, Sheriff, Bailiff, Constable, Heaclborough, or. other chief officer or offic�rs of the pla�e or county_ where. such ��'\'n�',1:?ri�it,�c�; seizure shall be made, shcw 1ng the deceitfulness or 111suffic1ency before t he 



1 6  

i\byor. &c. the 
s:i.me to be 
broken. 

TI l li CLOCKi\IAKER':i' COi\IP r\NY .  of the work to h im or  them, and he or  they approving thereof, to  break the same. 
t;a��'� :t�. can-

" BuT if in such case the JVfoyor, Sheriff, �ailiff, �r other chief 
not judge of such officer of that place or county cannot sufficiently J udge of the 
insufficiency, reasons, that the said Master, \Varden or \Vardens, or some of 
then the scir.cd 
work to be 
brought to the 
Company's hal l  
to be adjudged 

the Assistants of the said Fellowsh ip of Clockmaking, of our city of London, or their sufficient and lawful deputy or deputies, shall give and shew them that the work or works is deceitful and fit to be broken, then our will and pleasure is, that the said work or wares, by  virtue of these presents, shall be brought to the common hall or place of meeting of the Fellowship of Clock­making, in our city of London, there to be viewed by the }):faster, H/ardens, and the wlwle Court of Assista1tts, and there to 
and  if con-

be adjudged by them or the greater part of the assembly (whereof 
demned, to Le the Master and one of the 'VVardens to be two. ) And then if 
:;;��e

,�;,;;'��,i,�a l  �hey shall think fit to break or deface it, they then to do it so that 
to the Lord 1t may · not hereafter be put to sale, except the owner thereof 
R'.,�h�� f�i';,gment do appeal to the Lord Mayor of our city of London, to be further · judged there. 
�,��;;

e
:,'.� �,-��� 

" AND in case the said 11/fasler, l/Vardem, or Assistants, or their 
i f  refnsed sufficient deputy or deputies and officers aforesaid, shall be 
entrance t o  
search i t . denied entrance into any the places aforesaid, or shall be denied to have the sight of any such wares as aforesaid, that then it shall and may be lawful for them, or any of them with such assistants 
�:;� ;�

0
s
,�

i��;;�;;;' as aforesaid, to break open _ any locks! doors, bolts, latches, chests, 
concealed. trunks, boxes, or other thmg or thmgs whatsoever, where they shall suspect any such work, wares, or tools to be, and the same 
Power to sue in  
the  Exchequer 
:1.l l  such as :i.ct 
contrary to this 
Charter. 

No Al ien or 
Str:i.nger sh:i.11 
,,·ork within the 
l imits of this 
gr:i.nt, but with 
:rn al lowed ;i.ncl 
professed 
Clockmaker. 

To preveut 
fr:i.uds :i.nd 
abuses 011 the 
public, 

to take and seize as aforesaid. " AND if the said J1!faster, l/Vardem, and Assista1Zts, or the greater part of them, shall so think fit to make presentment or information of the workers or putters to sale, either by wholesale ur retail, or by piece-meal or otherwise, of all such deceitful work, works, or wares, or other the offenders, aforesaid, in our Exchequer as aforesaid, of us, our heirs and successors, to the encl that the said workers or putters to sale thereof, and other the said offenders, may receive such condign punishment, as by the laws or our prerogative royal can, or may lJe, required for the same. " AND our pleasure is that no alien or stranger whatsoever, born out of our dominions, not naturalized or denized, (saving such as are already allowed of by us) ,  shall attempt to work in any place whatsoever, either chamber, house or any other place or places whatsoever, within the limits and circuits of this our royal grant, either privileged or not privileged, saving only to or with an allowed and professed Clockmaker. " AN D  for the further preventing of abuses and frauds in uttering and selling such deceitful wares, made or imported to the abuse of our subjects ; It is our will and pleasure, and we do 



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. hereby for us, our heirs and successors, straightly cha1:ge and ;:'U:t�'ii:,�r command that no person or persons, whatsoever, Englishmen, ,mport a11y or denizens strangers, which shall import or bring into this our ����;,��s. &c realm of England, or the dominions of Wales or any part of them, or either of them, any clocks, watches, ']arums, boxes, sun-dials, or cases for watches, clocks, or 'brums, or any other wares properly belonging to the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking, by way of merchanclize, do presume, attempt or go about at any time or times, to utter, vent, or make sale of the same, or any of them, to or offer the any person or persons within the said realm or dominion, before same for sa le, the same be brought to the hall or meeting-place of the said before such Clockmakers, in our said city of London or elsewhere, to be viewed ;�0;,�e bco:;;·�ught and approved of, and receive a mark by them to be ordained, pa11,:'s Hal l to testifying the allowance of the iWaster, {/Vardens, and Assistants :�"a�/:����i'r�;;c1 of the said Company, upon pain of f?rfeiture of such clocks, �fi��'�'� ���;.t
,
ture watches, ']arums, boxes, cases, or sun-cltals, or cases for watches, clocks, or ' !arums, or any other wares or works so uttered or sold, or attempted or offered to be sold, (which do properly belong to the Art of Clockmaking) contrary to this our pleasure, and upon such further pa)ns . and penalties as by the laws or statutes of th\s ���a��/;�1cr realm may be mA1ctecl upon the offenders for contempt of this our royal command. " NEVERTHELESS, if the maker, merchant, or owner of such clock, Shou ld the watch, alarum or other such work, shall not rest satisfied with the ;1'���;�::;t1,�1

�1�c j_uclgment of the said illf_aster, T/Vardens, and Assistauts, of a1'.cl �i���it��i; he m the goodness or deceitfulness of the same, that then and 111 the work shal l every such case our will and command is, that the said 1llfasfer, not be defaced 
T/Vardens, and Assistants, do forbear to break or deface the said :;��

t
d�

n

ti
1�r,�

al work, until such further trial thereof be had as the Lord Mayor of the Lord Mayor, &c. city of London, and the Court of Aldermen of the said city ( i f  the the work in the same shall be in London) shall allow of and direct. And in the :};;�tk;1�/g;'e me�ntime the same_ to be safely kept by the Master _or Wardens, t��1�1;��:cr and unt i l  such further trial thereof shall be had as aforesaid. " AND  THEREFOI:-E, we do by these pres�nts, for us, our heirs f,�����-r'.�.1\��­ancl successors, give power and authority unto the iWasfer, den> and 
Wardens, and Assistants of the said Fellowship, for the time �;;1

�\:�:1�!;.t being or any of them, with the assis�ance of a constabl_e, or some ;,'; ��1� �r\ assist­other officer or officers of us, our heirs and successors 111 clue and constable, to lawful manner, to ri1ake search in all and every place and places search through­con venient, as well privileged as not privileged, within our said Z�;,_�'}i:a��'.��nd realm and dominion, or either of them, as well within l iberties as t��';,�dc�����·c without, for such clocks, watches, or '!arums, SLm-clials or cases, several produc­for either of them, great or small, or any other work or wares �'.�;;\�:�1,•:�1�;:d, peculiarly belonging to the Art of Clockmaking, as shall be so ;;�\�:;v!;;�Y im-1mported, made, uttered, or sold, or offered to be sold, contrary to marked to seize, the true meaning hereof. And having found any such, to seize and take the same as forfeited to the use of us, our heirs and successors. And if the said i1ifaster, Wl!rdens, and As�isfants, :,;1�\;/r��d�\1�� or the greater part of them as aforesaid, shall so thmk fit, further to prosecute the offenders, according to the laws of this realm. 
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U11c h:tlf of al l  
forfeitures to be 
to the use of the 
king and the 
other half to be 
1:1kcn by the 
Co np�11y. 

:\11 officers of 
J ust icc arc to 
nssist the 
Comp:111y 

i n  the execution 
of  the powerg 
herein granted 
:u1cl contained. 

'J'o 1 1a vc a clerk 
of the said 
fel lowship 

The fi rst clerk 
named, and to 
continue for l ife 
unless removed 
for misconduct. 

On death or rc-
1noval, one other 
to be cho:scn, 

who shall con­
tinue dltring the 
pleasure of lhc 
i\ l :1:--tc1·, 
\Varckns &c. 

T H E  CLOC K i\I r\ K E Rs' CO:.l l 'ANY. " AND for the care pain and expence of the said Jl:fasler, 
/,Vardem, and Assistants, in the execution thereof, and toward the supportation of the public charge of the said Fellowship or Company :  \,\Te do hereby, for us, our heirs and successors, so far as i n  us l ieth, give and grant unto the said ill/aster, TYardms, a11d 

Fellows!tip, and their successors, the moiety or one half of all and singular the said forfeitures, without any account or any thing therefore to us, our heirs and successors, to be rendered, paid, made, or given. "And FURTHER, we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, we do straightly charge and command, all and singular Mayors, Justices of Peace, Sheri ffs, Bailiffs, Constables, Headboroughs, and all other officers, ministers, and subjects of us, our heirs and successors whatsoever, that they and every of them, from time to time, and at all times, as often as cause shall requ i re, with their best power and abil ity, to be aiding, helping, assisting, and comforting to the said Jllfaster, H/arde11s, a11d Fellows/tip of 
Clock111akers of Lo11do11, for the time being, and every of them and their successors, in the doing, enjoying, having, and executing all and singular thing and things whatsoever, by us before by these presents granted unto the said Jl!faster, T/Vanlem, and Fellows/up as aforesaid, and every or any part or parts thereof, according to the tenor and true meaning of these presents. " AND FURTHER, we will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do grant unto the said .lllfaster, TVarrlms, and Fellows/up of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the city of London ::Lioresaicl, and their successors, that they and their successors shall and may have one honest and discreet per­son, i n  manner and form hereafter, in these presents ·expressed, to be chosen and named, which shall be, and shall be called the Clerk of the said Fellowship of that Art or Mystery of Clock­makers of the city of London. " AND we have assigned, constituted, and made, and by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, do assign, constitute, make, name, and ordain, our well-beloved subject Thomas Copley, to be the first and present Clerk of the said Fellowship, to con­tinue in the said office during the term of his natural life, (unless upon some misderneanor there shall be just occasion to remove him. ) " AN D  that from time to time, and ;i t all times, after the death of the said Thomas Copley, the Jlfas.1er, Wardens, aud Assistauts of the said Fel!owship for the time being, ?r the areateL__�r_t_-2._f them as aforesaid, shall and may choose, name; and make one o1her c iscreet person, to be Clerk of the said Fellowship. " AND that he which shall be chosen and made Clerk of tbe said Fellmrship, after the death of the said Thomas Copley as is afore­said, shall and may exercise and enjoy the said office of Clerk of the said l·ellowship during the good-will and pleasure of the said 



THE CLOCKi\lAKERS' COJ\IPANY. ll!f .. ,ister,. T¥ardws and Assistants, of the said Fellowship for the t ime be111g, or the greater part of them as aloresaid. 
" TH E  said Cler/.:. so to be named and appointed after the death 10 be sworn _t ru ly of the said Thomas Copley as aforesaid, fi rst taking lu�- corpora! �rri�:01���ir�"i�c oatlt before the Jk/"aster, TVardens, and A ssisla1tts, for the time be al lowed to act being, or the greater part of them, we!! a11d tm!J1 lo exemte !It, said office of Cler/.:. of f!te said Fel!owsluj, i1t a11d by al! t!ti11gs appertainiJtg to tlte said office, accorr!i11g to !tis best ski!! aua· /.:.11ow-!edge, aJtd according to tlte tmor and true 1nea1ting of tlzese presents. " UNTO which illfaster, Warr!e11s, and Assista11!s, and their Power gra1 1 tcd successors, now and for the time being, or tl:ie greater part of ���:1dc����'.�:i' them, we do by these presents for us, our heirs and successors, Assistants, to give and grant full power and authority, to administer such oath '.�1��'i"�f�;k/" ths and oaths as aforesaid, as well to the said present Clerk, as to a l l ��1��1i";rr,���� other future Clerk or Clerks, or to any other Officer, Beadle or · ·  Beadles, whom they shall choose o r  think fi t  t o  entertain in and for tlte service of the  said Fellowship, ,rithout any further warrant or commission from us, our heirs or successors, to l)e in that behalf had, procured, or obtained. ALTHOUGH express of the true yearly value or certainty of the premises, or any of them, or of To Jm·c a 11<l to any other gift or grant, by us or by any of our proget�itors or :�0��r;:i'�)i'�ccs, predecessors, to the said JWaster, vVardms, and Fellows/up of the privi legc_s, Art or Mystery of Clockrnaking, of the city of London, here- �:;�1 ;�;�ut�\1tc. to fore made in these presents, is not made, or any statute, act, contrary notwith ­ordinance, provision, proclamation, or restraint, to the contrary stanclmg. thereof, heretofore made, ordained, or provided, or any other matter, cause, or thing whatsoever, in any wise notwithstanding. " IN WJTN ESS whereoC we have caused these our letters to be Anno Domin i made patent. 1vVitncss ourself at Canbury, the two-and-twentieth 1 63 1 .  day of August, in the seventh  year of our reign. 

" Per Breve de pri7. 1ato Sigi!!o. " \VoLSELEY." 
The foregoing Charter is engros�ed o_n two la�ge skins  

of parchment richly emblazoned, havmg m the _!�1ght_-han_d 
corner a ful l - length Portrait of K ing Charles _the _ l

:, ir�t 1 11: h i s  
Coronation Robes, hold ing the  Sword of J ust1ce 1 1 1  h i s  nght­
hanct and in h i s  left the Orb. At the top are the Arms  
qf England 1 in  t he  right-hand margin _ t he  Arms of Scotland 
and I reland, and in  the left-hand margm the Arms of France. 
T he border consists of nowers, fru its, birds and insects, beau­
tifully entwined. ' 

, Alt a Court holden the 3rd day or November 1 634- was paid unto ML John Chappell £4 for the flourishing and finishing of lhe Companys C hatter. Company's J ournal I. 



20 TH E CLOCKl\IAKERS'  COl\I PANY. 

A copy of this Charter i s  enrolled in the Archives of the 
Corporation. (J ournal No. 3 6, fol .  54-58 13· )  

The costs of  obtaining the Charter were defrayed by  
the subscriptions of i ndividual Members. I n  addition to  those 
already referred to in the M emorandum of Agreement of the 
3 r st M arch, r 6 30, the following List of Contributors, pre­
served among their Records, affords evidence of the number 
of persons engaged in the trade in  London at the elate of 
the application, and includes names of men whose works 
have since rendered them celebrated, and to whom reference 
wil l  be hereafter made :-" The particular names of such persons as the Company have concluded the Collectors shall demand money of for the accomplishment of their Incorporation viz. :-

1 63 0. " Lent £5. Imprimis of Mr. Archer 
hath Lent £5 .  hath Lent £5. hath Lent £5. hath Lent £5. hath Lent £5. hath Lent £5 . hath Lent £5. hath Lent £5. 
hath Lent £5. hath Lent £5. 

r-, 
l,'Y�t r ·l,e 

0 

hath Lent £ 5 .  
'i'<o-HLw1, vcl 

�-ke;) 1) W'{;,' k., ,____...,,... 

l\fr. Peteet Mr. Bull Mr. fforeman Mr. Smith Mr. Harris Mr. V aultroleir Mr. Shelton Mr. 'l'V i llow Mr. Morgan Mr. Charlton Mr. Lynnaker Mr. East Mr. Bowyer Mr. Clasen Mr. Holden Mr. Burgis Mr. Bartram Mr. Tho. Holland Mr. Maisterson . .. Mr. Ash Mr. QJ:a1e Mr. Shepherd Mr. Saunders Mr. 'Nalter Mr. Midnall Mr. Drake Mr. t�y0w"Ood Mr. flolloway Mr. Hil l  Mr. i?ew'ell Mr. earne 

£ s. d. 
1 0  0 0 
1 0  0 0 

3 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
I 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 
I 1 5  0 

0 0 1 5  0 5 0 0 5 0 0 1 5  0 
1 6  0 

3 0 0 
I 1 0  0 

0 0 
2 0 0 

I O  0 1 0 0 

I 1 0  0 
4 0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

2 0 0 



T H E  CLOCKl\IAKE RS'  COi\I PAN \'. 2 I 1 630. £ s. d. hath Lent £ 5. Mr. Hewes I 1 5  0 Mr. Jo. 1-Iolland 
l\tfr. Valant Mr. J osias Cuper 2 0 0 Lent £5. Mr. Dawson 0 0 Mr. Eryles 2 0 0 Mr. Bucket Mr. ·wal ker 0 0 Mr. Smith 3 0 0 Mr. P. Lowell 5 0 0 Tvir. Howse 5 0 0 Mr. Hackett 5 0 0 Mr.  Reeve 2 0 0 Mr .  Charlton 3 0 0 M r. Helden 3 0 0 Mr. Josias Cuper I O  0 Mr. Oswell Durant 2 I O  0 lV[r  Thomas Dawson 5 0 0 Mr. Jolm Hill . . .  5 0 0 "  

Some of  them did not immediately fulfil their promises, 
and as soon as the Company was regularly constituted, 
measures were taken to enforce the payment of their share o f  
the expenses, a s  the following extracts shew :-1 63 2 .  October 2 3rd. " This daye the Court have Ordered that J ohn Micabius shalbe taken Course w i tball by Law for not paying his contribution towards the Companie's Charter Ordinaunces and other charges according to his promiss. " ' 1 63 2. November 1 9th. " This daye Mr. Child paid in Court the some of £3 3s 6d in part of five pounds formerly promissed towards the Corporation the remainder he faithfu lly promissed to pay at Christmastide . '1 2  1 6 33 .  April 1 st. " This day M r.  Ward did pay twenty shillings in part of three pounds that he promissed to the Company towards the procuring of the Charter and Ordinances." 3 1 633 .  September 2nd.  " This clay Onesepherus H olden did faithfully promiss to pay the l which he subscribed unto by the 1 st of November following which was towards the procuring of the Charter and Orclinances." ·1 Mr. Paul Lovell pro missed to pay £ 5 for the same purpose, and the names of others follow who had made promises to the same effect. 

I n  conform ity with an Act of Parl iament of the 1 9  
H enry V I  I I 503 -4, Cap. 7, which enacts-" . . .  That no Maisters, Wardens & felishippes of Craftes or mysters, nor eny of them, nor eny rulers of guyldes or fratnities, take uppon them to 

, , 0, ,, ,1 Company's J ournal I . 



2 2  T l l E  CLUC Ki\ J A K L RS' COill PAN Y.  make eny actcs or ordinaunces, ne to execute eny actes or orclinaunces be them here::iJore made, in clisheritaunce or diminucon of the p\ogatyffe of the King, nor of other, nor ageynste the co men 4.;;> fite of the people, but yf the same actes or ordin:iunces be examynecl & approved by the Chaunceller Tresorer of Engloncle & cheffc J ustices of ether Benche, or thre of them ; or before lJothe the J ustices of Assises in ther cyrcuyte or 4;igresse in that Shyrc wher suche actes or ordinaunces be made, uppon the peync of forfeytourc of xl. Ii for ev9y tyme that they cloo the cont'rie. " 
Bye- Laws for the good government of the craft were duly 
submitted for approval, and were granted and con firmed on 
the r 1 th of August, 1 63 2 ,  in these words :-

1 9th l - J cn . 7 th , 
Co11c:crning 

" To ALL XTIAN PEOPLE to \\·horn this present writing shall come, Thomas, Lord Coventrye, lunl /.:ccper of t/1e great seal of Engla11d, Sir Thomas Richardson, krnght, lord clu'ef/ustice of !tis .Higl111ess' 
Court of I(ing's-Be11clt ; a11d Sir Robert Heath, Knight lord cl1t�f 

j11stice of lu�- I£ig!tlless' Cottrt of Common Pleas ;  send greeting in  our Lord Goel Everlasting. 
" \VJ-I EREAS, i1t a certai1t Ac!, of Padia111c11t, holden at \\lest­minster, the five-and- twentieth clay of January, in tl1c 11i11etcm!lt 

J'ear of the reign of the late king, of famous memory, Henry, after the conquest the Seventh, 111ade a11d ordaimd for t!te weal Lhc enact ing of a1td profit of ltis sttbjects : it was amongst other things on!ai11cd, 
��1',�\�1��- �1�,-

establislted, a11d enacted, tl,at no Master, Wardens, or Fellowship terniLies, of Crafts or Mysteries, or a1ty of t!te111, 1wr a11y rl{/ers of g/{ilds 
or fraternities, s/tol{ld take /{po11 t/1e111 to execute any acts or ordi-
1w11ces bJ' tlte111 tlwdofore made in disinheritance or diminution of the prerogative of the king, nor of any other, nor agai11st the corn-

by whom Lhc mon profit of the people. But if t!te sa111e Ads a11d Ordi11a11ccs 
��;1�,i�,'�c/�,:'.f be examined a1td approved by i!te clta11cellor treasurer of E11.gla11d; 
approved, under or cltief1'ustices of eitlter bmc/1, or t/1ree of t!te111 ; or before bot!t t!tc 
forfe,L

urc of £-10·jttstices of assize, in t!teir circ11it or progress i11 t/1c s/1/?·e w/1ere Sl{c/t 
Acts and Ordinances sltottld be made, upon pain of forfeiture of forty pounds for every ti111e t!teJ' did t/1ere1mto co11/t a1y, as by the said Act of Parliament more plainly cloth and may appear. 

Acts and ordi- " KNOW YE, that the JVlaster, T1Varr!e11s, and l•ellowsldp of the Art �:n:il�. �1�0;:.IILc
d or Mystery of Clock.making, of the ci ty of London, the second clay of J anuary, in the seventh year of the reign of our sovereign lord Charles, by the Grace of Goel, King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland ,  Defender of the Faith, &c. 1-f ave ex!tibzted 

a11d prese11ted u11to us a boo!.', 7u/1CFei11 are a111t11i11ed dii 1ers A cts, Ratification by Ordinances, and Constitutions, /wdofore devised, ordai11ed, a11d 
�

1��,,t1'fi,s, made by the il:[aster, f1Varde11s, a11d Assista11/s of llte sa111e Fello7U­
sluj, bei11g t/1erc1mto mabled UJ' letters patent rif 011r sa/rl soverc,:1;11 
lord t/1e K ing, beari11g dale t/1e two a11d t7uentie!lt r!ay of Augl{st, in 
!lte sevl'!lllt p-ar of t/1e re/g-1t of our said soz,ercign lord Charles ; and 
t!teret1jJ01t ltaz 1e insta11tly rlcsired 11s, tliat we, all and every t/1e sa/d 
Acts, Ordinances, and Constitutions, set clown and by them unto 



THE CLOCKMAKERS1 COMPANY. us exh ibited, 10011/d exa111i11e ,· and if there s/1011/d be cause, to allow 
a1td approve, a11d those a11d we1y of !lte111 to correct a11d a111e11d in clue ::mcl convenient manner and form, if need should so require, as the said recited Act of Parliament requireth. 

2 ,,  J 

" \VE, \\·ell perceiving and considering their supplications to be allll 01Jt ., ined. good and acceptable, according to their s:iicl petition, :.encl desires, by the authority of the s:iicl Act of P:nl i:iment, to us in that behalf given, a l l  and every the said Acts a11d Ordina1tces have seen, 
read, a11d well 111tderst{}od,· and considered of, and them a11d all 
and eve1y of them e-:cami11ed, corrected, 1 ·,for111ed, a1td so exa111f71er/, 
corrected, and rifor111ed, ltaZ Je approved: :il l  which Acts, Ordinances, :.encl Constitutions, so examined, corrected, reformed by us, follo1r-ing in these words : " Acrs, Ordi11a11ces, a11rl Co11dit11tio11s, //lade a11d ordai11ed by ;;�c\'c�:;�;:;�i':F0��� David Ramsey, :Master of the Fel lowship of the Art or by ll'holl l made ; Mystery of C lockmaking of the city of London ; Henry Archer, John '\Villowe, and Sampson Shelton, Wardens of the said Art or Mystery of C lockmaking ; and J ames V:rntrollier, John Smith, Francis Foreman, J ohn Harris, l<..icharcl Morgan, Samuel Linnaker, J ohn Charlton, John in what manner M id nai l ,  Symon Bartrum, and Edward East, Assistants of ordained ; the said Fellowship, of the said Art or :Mystery bei11,g elated Nov . 30, 

assembled at a p11blic 111eeti11g·, t!1e last day of JV071e111ber, i11 1 63 1 ; 

tl1e se7 1e1tflt year of tl1e rei,g1t of our Soverei,g1t lord, Cltarles, by the grace of Goel, King of England, Scotland, France, By what au­and Ireland, defender of the faith, &c. for t!wt p//,rpose : by thori ty ; virtue of letters patents of our s:iicl sovereign lord the King, bearing elate the two and twentieth day of August, ,rh ich :;�ii:lfcf;'. �:ac1 to. Acts, Ordmances, and Const1tut1ons, were made and and ordained in the presence, and with the ad vice of divers approved by, others of the said Fellowship, to whom the same were \';e ,i,�;��i':�e���'.,g then publicly read, and were by them approved, v il. : du ly assembled . 
I .  " hrPRDns,  where there hath been a long time (as time out of mind), a great 11t1tltzl11r!e of Clodwialcers in number, which have wrought wit/tin tl1e C ity of London, libe1·ties a11d suburbs tl1ereof, 

alt/1011glt ne7.1er i11corporalt!d, 1111/t'l it bath of late ple:isecl his Majesty, of h is especia,l grace, by ltis lu'glmess's letters pate11ts, bearing date at :Vestrninster, the  two and t\venti_eth clay of ;,�:�,r;��� �i;cor­August, t11 tl1e satd seven/It year of /us J1£aJes!y s retg11, to make Clockrnakcrs in them a body corporate and politic, and tl1C!'eb)' ordai11ed that of )�::�1 :i;J�122d 
!lie same Fdlows/11} !/Jere s/1011/d be a :tviaster, three '\-Vardens, a11d To ta,·c°a· ten Assistants or more, 7U!tercir1 is expressed in w/wt 11ia1111er tl1c t�;;�.'.F�;;/,1,��1�1 
sr,id Master, Wardens, and Assistants, sliould be d1osm, as by the ��"1 ,�\��;���'i'.ts, said letters patents cloth appear for tl1e better order a11rl rule lo be conforimbly to 
/1drl a111011gsl !l1e said Co111J;a11y !tere i11corpora!cd. ; \ :� ti';��\��ns of 

I I. " IT is hereby ordained, th at of the said Master, Wardens, and Fel lowsh ip , _a_mi of t!te h:ll07e1s/11} a11d of !lie Fdlmus !/1ercoj, th�re To lmc a l i ,·cry sh:ill be a Livery of Com p:iny, as 1s used 1 11 oLher com panies of con 1 1m,y, 



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. who shal l  be or within the city of London, for the better service of his Majesty l;;:,'.t�;;;\ 17�1�1 and of the said city. And that the jl£aster, TFardens, and sha l l  1 ,e chosc 11 ; Assistants of the said Fellowship ; and so many others of tl,e 
Fe!!01vs of the said  Fellowsh ip, as the said .11£as!er, f!T/ardens, and 
Assistants, being assembled, or the more part of them (wl,ereoj e"ery perso11 t!te Master a7!d one of tlie T,Va rdws s/ia!! be two) shall elect from 

�1'.
1;�1�t1,':,�� ;�;;

e time to ti1!1e, shall be_ of the sai0 Livery. _AN D_ that every person the oaths with i 1 1 of the said Fellowslup chosen mto the said Livery, shall accept fourteen days. and take upon him to be of the said Livery, and shall within fourteen clays after notice of such election, take such oath as by these ordinances shall be appointed for h im .  
I I I. Cou, ts to be " ITEi\l, it is 0 1 clained, that upon the first JVIonclay of every �f��;�;��h

1�1 �':�, y month, and that clay fortnight, shall be tlte usual and ordinary 
;;�0;1��; ,�':�\,�1:a t days of assemblies for t!te Master, Wardens, and Assistants of this Fellowship, and upon every of these days a court to be held at �;ht�i,e�1�1�,?,�g the hall or ot/1er 1lleeting-place of t/1e said Company, for z,iew and place or t he correction of s11c/i. t!tings as to t/1e same Art or J1£ystoy }ertai11etlt, company. and other the affairs and business of the said Master, Wardens, tJ��'.�·,;:n,'.;ay and Fellowship. And i/ ocmsioll do require, then such court or summon other assembly to be oftener, and at such times as by the J£asler and 
��1\

r

��1�� r��1���·c. T1f/arde11s of the sald Con1pany shall be thought fit and caused to be summoned. I n case the sai d  " PROV I DED always, that if any such Monday shall happen to be ��l��;t�t�';,1�\t1 1 the feast of All Saints, the feast of the B irth of Christ, the feast :��1;� 1'.�i'./�;;r:hc of t\1e C\rcumcision, the feast o_f tl:e Epiphany, or the feast of the next dav. Punficat1on of the Blessed Virgm Mary : then such assembly · shall be the day next fol lowing. IV. A general as- " ITE�I, there shall also be a general assembly or court of the 
�1�1��1��Yc�;,1'�'::'ny said lVIaster, ·wardens, Assist::mts and Fellowship of the said  :?m\esli�1�:i,1�· Company, four times in every year, which shall be  called quarter­year ;  clay courts, which shall be in every year, one of them upon tlte 

first 11£011da) 1 sevennight after the A nnunciation of the blessed lady on what clays St. j\fary the Virgin ; t/1e second quarter-day upon the first Mon clay seven night next, and immediately after the feast of St . John Baptist ; 
tlte t!tz"rd-quarter-day upon the first Monday sevennight next, and immediately ensuing the feast of St. lVIichael the Archangel, and t/1e to be_ kept ,vithin fourt!t quarter-day upon the Monday next and immediately ensuing ;��, °' \;e��.:��;'" a fter the feast of the Epiphany, bet\\'een the lt011rs of 11i11e in t/1e the 1:ours or n ine forenoon and t!tree i11 t/1e ajter11oon of the same cl::tys : All their  said �:1c\\1i;��ei,\0�1�� courts to be kept at their common hall, or other convenient ar,ernoon . meeting pl::tce of the said  company within t!te city of Lo11do11. 

Qu:1rter:i.ge lo be V. )'.;�1�1�]/��l " ITEM, that in even'. 9_/ t/1e said_q11arter-daJ's, or _quarter courts .  
other persons every person of the said Fellowsh ip or Incorporation, and every �P'c'ri� ';,';��:'ianch person_ of the s::tid _ Fellowship or othcnrise, using, selling, buying, )�7),)i_e1�,;�'.:'' '.mportmg, ex_port111g, or _any ,rn1 trading in �locl� s, ,ratches, 
so-7111J1ts, larnrns, sun-cl1als, casernakmg, gravmg, m:1themat1cal- 1 11 struments-



THE CLOCKMAKERS1 COi.\'IPANY. n:aking, in any nature, cm:dition, or material wha.ts.oever, by �J�e't!.:�t'.' to be piecemeal, wholesale, or retail, or by way of merchancltz1ng, under the government of this Company, (otlter t!w//, sen 1ants, ) shall then and there satisfy and pay for quarteridge, huelve-pence in money in 
eve1y quarter, to the hands of the ]\faster of the said Company for the time being, for the common use of the Master, Wardens, and Fellowship, as by every fellow of the said Company ought to be done. 

VI .  " ITElll, that every person of the said Fellowship 711aki11g defa11lt of Fines fo r  c1efa11lr 

aJpeamnce, after reas.onable surnmo'.1s and warning to him or t\1em ��1:1:,11��;�:;,"c:'ned given, to be at the said co11rt or 711eeft11gs, or all)' of t/1e111, at any time, Lo at tend co11rLs. 

s!wll so often forfeit as ensueth : (zn·z.) The Master, or a?I)' of t/1e The lll .asLer nor Wardens, not appearing there by the hour appointed, having no h�)'.�",;���i�\�;t reasonable excuse, the l\1aster to f01feti a11d pay 011e sl11lli11g a11d s1�v:- to forfeit , s . 6d. 
pence, _and th.e Wardens and 1\ssistants eac!t . of tliem twelve-pe11ce. '.�':5

�;�
1
1;:1:i;�.and And nut co111t11g at all to the said court, ( l1m, 1111g 110 lm,fl{l exmse ), the Master nor 

or departing wti/1011! licence before tlie co11 rt be e11ded, the Master to coming a t a l l ,  

pay six sl1illings eig!tt-pmce, and the Wardens and Assistants errc/1 of �:J,"t,�
r
!!�'.fi,ce, 

!liem five. sliilli//,gs, every otl ier 1:1ernber of the said Company or :�:�,J�i
1
�

1
�'.�s8�;c1 [,'ellowsh1p, or person under their government as aforesaid, sum- ,\ssistants 5s. moned or warned according to the nature of the court or meeting, and uot appeari11g there by the hour appointed (except he can she11'. some lawful impediment, such as the !1/fastcr, TVardem, and 

e, cry othcr mem• Asszsta11ts, or the most part of them shall allow of), s/1all for/eil bcrnot appcarin_g 

six-pence, and 110! comi11g at all to the said court. or departi11g �;/';'��{ ,\�,forfei t 

t/1euce without licence bqfore tl1e court be e11ded, slwll fo1feit t!1ree appearing at  a l l ,  

s!tilli11gs fo11r-pence. And if the JV£asler, or any of the TVan!em, '0 forfe1t  3s . 4d. or any of the Assistants, or any of the Li7. 1ery of the said Company shal l repair to any of the said courts or meetings witl,out liis 
live;y gow11, or being otherwise undecently attired, he slia!lf01Jcit �� 1�!"1'f��r�;:

an y 

for every s11c!t time, and so often as lie s!wll ojfen�, twehe-p�nce. ���1it�(;/'.f,�';,i ';, i, And t'Very person under the government of this 1 11corporat1on, gown, denying, ref11si11g or mglecti//,g to pay /us quarterage, or any other right or duties to be as aforesaid paid and answered at a11J 1 t!te nncler penalty or 

said 1}1tarter daJ'S or quarter courts, for every such default slw!I ��:�:.;\'���i,� ;10L 
fo1feit _ tl1irtce11 sl

'.
illi//,gs fo11r--pe11ce. Except tlie same be moderated �:�; t��;•�i�g

sh�I I and d,s/Jensed wil/1 , by t/1e lltfas/er, H/ardens, a11d Asstsla11!s of the forfei t , 3�"' .1 rt. said Company, in the same or the next assembly. 
V I l .  " IT EM, if for attendance upon the King's Majesty, his heirs or successors, at his or their repair, to or towards the city of London, or fur other reasonabl e or just occasion or consideration, all)' of Members of Lhc 

!lie Assistants or Livery of the said Company, or oilier of tlte said i';;�1,'.��\ \
1
/

1
'.��

1�;;;. 
Co111p_any or Fellowship, slwll be by the i\'�aster and Wardens l�;:1;:�-�i��t�; , appomterl to any reaso11able or conve111ent service or attendance, l ll to attend under livery or otherwise, by horse or foot ; and u pon warning thereof, penalty nf oos. 

s!tal! 11ot attend, and in good sort provide attire and furnish him-sel f, and peifor111 and do accorrlingt)' what he shall be so appointed, he shall for e1·ery such defau l t  and neglect, fo1feit t/1e s11111 of 
twenty s!ulli11l{s : except he shall make and have allowed unto him in lik e sort as aforesaid, some reasonable matter of excuse. 



TI-TE C LOCK i\IAKERS' COM PANY. 

V I I I .  
Members o r  ,he " ITE�r ,  tlwt if req/lest at :iny t ime shall be rn:ide, by the Master 
�.:�::r t�0�,

1;�;,d and YV:irdens of the  s:iid Company, to !1m 1e t/1ose of !lie //7-ei)1 of 
the deacl body or the sa id  Company to  arco111pm1y lo  the grm 1e within the c i rcui t  o f  
1'. ;�·;::t//':�\'1;:'" London, l iberties, :ind suburbs thereof, or with i n  three m i les 
�;�;�e,

1
�)�:1 i�1

r co_mp�ss of th_e same, the dead corpse of any om o_( tl1e liTeJ)' _o f  the 
London, nnder  s:11d I •  ellowsh1p or Company deceased, or of  his wife, : it  the t ime of  
penalty of ros. the funeral of such man or woman, then the said ]\!faster and 

'N:mlens (if they shall th ink it fit) sh:ill cause :i w:irning of all 
those of the s:i id  l i very accordingly ; and we1y OJ/e of the said 
livl'ly slta!l, upon re:isonable warning, alte11d with h i s  l ivery at the  
t ime  and p lace appointee!, upon pain of ten s!tilli11gs by every 
particular pe:·son of the said l ivery, who shall make default 11j>o11 
such warni ng, so often as he shal l make difa/llt to attend (except 
he shall make and have admitted some reasonable excuse for h i s  
absence). 

IX. 

J��-i��a�:t�i;� be 
" ITrn, that at such Yearly assembl ies as shall be h el d  for tl,e 

chosen , to take cl1oite of J}fasler a11d 7'Vardens for the year next ensuing, tl1er,: 
R7�i:e0/ 

;;;� new sltal! be cltosen at that court, before tl1e election of t/1e mw J11aster 
Wmlens, and Tf7ardens, three other fit persons of the said Assistants lo lake 
�i':;i,�'.:\to th0ir obligation of t/1e 11£aster a11d TVarde11s t!tat be mw!y c!tose11. And 
who sha l l  not  be that none nominated and agreed upon to be the 11cw Jlfa!ler, or 
��,��it.',

1
n�/; they 

any of the 11e:v H7ardens, for the  year fol lowing, shal l  be admitted 
have severally or sworn unt i l  each of them slwll have become bo11nd by a several 
t�

e
�e��:

1
i� i�

1
; 

obl igation in the sum of fifty pounds (or n. ore or less according · ' to the d iscretion of the J11<1sler, lVardem, and Assista11ts, or the 
greater part  of them, as cause shal l  require) unto tl,c said tlirec 

1��
1

�0�:���/;;1
�• Assistants, wdlt two s1((jicie11t s11reties1 who shall then be none of 

Assistants. the Assistants of the said Company, that he shall so use, employ, 
and dispose all, every, and any such sum and sums of money, 
rents, p late, and other th ings of the said Master, ·wardens, and 
Fellowship, which h e  shal l receive and be possessed of, or shal l  
any way come to his  hands or custody, in the t ime of h is being 
M aster or Warden, as shal l  be orderly directed or appointed by 

Accounts to be 
rendered \\·ithm 
one month after expir:1tion of 
their office, to 
the :i.uditors 
:1ppoi11ted, 

:1.ncl the b;tl:i.nce, 
· &c., to be de• 
l i vered 11p to such persons 
who sha l l be ap­
pointed. 

011 true :l.CCOll\ll 

rendered an:1 
b:tlance, &c. ,  
paid , t h e  bonds 
to be given up 
to be cancelled. 

the said J11aster, H7ardcns, and Assistants of the same Fellowsh i p  
from t ime to  t ime, a n d  n o t  otherwise ; and tliat within o n e  month 
after the determination of h i s  Mastersh ip or \Varclensh ip ,  by time, 
death, removal, or otherwise, lte sltall make and dehvcr to the use 
of  the said  Master, \Vardens, and Fel lowship,  a pe1ject, t rue, and 
fu l l  acco1111t of t/1e said money, plate, and otl1er thi11g;s, to a11d before 
S//Ch persom, and at and by such t ime, as by the said Jl1aster, 
H7ardens, and Assista11ts, s!tall be for that p urpose nomi nated an d 

appointed,· and after such account so made, wlwtsoever remain 
shall be found in h i s  hands or custody belonging to the said 
Master, 'l'Varclens, and Fellowsh ip, lie slia!l wit/1out di111i111ttzrm, 
covin, or delay, deHi'Cr over the same :it such t ime and place, and 
to  such person and persons to tl1e use of tl1e said Master, \\':irclens, 
and Fel lowshi p, as by the Jl1aster, N7ardens, and Assistants of the  
sai d Fel lowsh i p  sha l l  be appoin tee! ; and after such account and 
deli very made, the said bond shall be re-delivered to  them that 
shall be so bound respectively to be cancelled.  
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X. 
" lTEi\I, i t  i s  further ordained, that if a11y Person, Freeman of the Any freeman 

said Company, wh ich shal l  be chosen :Master or Warden of !lie ;-��'�il.�e�
o �fke 

said Company, slurll u pon notice thereof deny, 1-ej//se, or negl�ct t\��;�;,',"�',1 to to  take t/1e same office upon him ; or to become bo//lld as aforesaid ; gi ,·c bo1 1d , or to 
or to take s1tclt corpor{ll oatlt as by these ordinances or by ::my rake the oaths, 
other hereafter, shal l  be l awful and l awfu l ly  appointed, approved, 
or a l lO\red, then for every t ime so offendi ng, he shal l  f,11jed t/1e shall forfeit 101. 
sum ef tm pottnds, to the use of the said l\ 1Iaster, ·wardens, and 
Fel l�wsl: ip  _: and �hen after t!tere . slia!I he proce�ding to a 11e1u and proceed to a 
nom111at1on or clwtce of any other m /us place, 111 l i ke sort, as shal l nell" e lect ion.  
be clone when any Master or 'vVarclen shall decease in  the time of 
h i s  said office, or as i f  such person had never been so e lected and 
chosen, and that l ike  f01jeit1tre a11d proceedi11g shal l  run ::rnd be 
upon every such person of  the sa id Fellowsh ip bei11g clwsen of t/1e 
said Assistants, after he  i s  so ch osen to take such oath as by these 
ord inances, or any other hereafter shal l  be lawfu l ly  appoi nted, every person 
approved, and al lowed ; and eve;y person liereafter c/wsm to be of tlie chosen an J\ssist­

Assistants since h i s  Majesty's Charter of I ncorporat ion, slwll pay ��1 't 1i!"l�n:;1;,y 
the sum of six po//nds, t/1irtecn sl1tlli11gs, jour-pmce, to the ��- 1�/": \:;J/r" 
Company, or more or less according to the qual i ty, and true 2s. 6d. 
propriety and worth of the party, and to the clerk, s ix  sh i l l ings, 
eigh t-pence, and to the beadle t 1rn sh i l l i ngs, six-pence. 

X I. 
" lTDr, tliat if for service of the Ki ng's Majesty, h i s  he irs or 

successors, or of the city of London, or of the proper affairs of 
the Master, ·wardens, ancl Fel lo1rsh i p, or for other reasonable and 
just  considerat ion, any taxation or {ISSCSSl/lellt shal l  be by tlw Every member 
M{lsier mid Tif/ardms for the t in1e be_ing, or t1rn of  them, whereof :;��

1
1:i�;y1 1;·,0 pay 

the  JYiaster to be one. aud tlte Ass1stal/.lS of tlie Co11tjJ{III)', or the any assessment 
greater part of them, be assessed or imposed, and to be rated upon ;��i;�!0�r t;1�: 
partim!ar person and persons, members of the said Fel l owsh ip ; }��:'.�� 1

\1
,
':,

c'
.
\;·; so

r 

then and so often the same shal l  be 1 11 a l l  tl1 1 ngs obeyed and per- Compa1 1y ,  shall  
formed, according to such orders as shal l be by them set do1rn ro,fot wt. 
for the col lect ion of the  same ; and that CZ:CJ)' perso1t dc1Lyi1Lg;, 
refusi'ng, or omitting to satisfy a11rl pay s11cli, and so much of the 
said assess111e11t or f{lxation, as shal l  so a t  any time be rated and 
assessed upon him or them, s/i{II/ fo,jed to the use of the said 
Master, Vlardens, and Fel lowsh i p, the sum of  tm slul!i11gs, or more 
or less {!Ccordi11g to tlte q//a!i

ty of !lie said msess111ent, for such 
denial  or refusal .  

XII. 
" ITEM, tlwt 1w person, member of th i s  Fel lo11"sh i p, or any other �i:ri1 �1f,'i'�'.'.�/ 01 

u n�er t �1 e  government of the s_aicl .Fc l lo ll'sh i p, slw/1 at :rny t ime  �:/��:o,;.:;: ��: "" rcvtle, give any blows, or opprobno11s or sror11/11f speed1es or 1c1ords, cnmphi 1 1 i  , l icrc­
or other acts, to, of, or towards t he  l\l[�ster, or any of the War��n�, �:; :,�:;1�, i','��t lc 

or other person, member  of  the said .l ◄ el lowsh 1 p, 10l1creby !lie A. mg s mont hs.  
peace or bro!l1crf_y love 11wy be brokm or im paired amongst them ; 
and if al!.)' sliat! o/Je!l.rl in th i s  beha l f, t/1en if u pon com pla int  o[  
such m i s-behaviour, any such person shal l a t  an assem bly of  the  
sa id )Waster, /1[/m-rlms, {l!Jd Assisla11!s, be thereunto ca l l ed,  an c l  

1 )  
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sha l l  be found to have so offended, he sha l l  obey, undergo, and 
perform such reasonable order and sentence, as by the said klaster, 
T,Varde11s, a11d Assistants, shal l  be set clown concerning the same ; 

so as Co111p!ai11t shal l  be made wit!1i11, the  space of tll7'ee 111011t!1s ; 
,'ni l  forfei t ,10s. and if he shal l  refuse and neglect so to do, then he s!ta!l jo1feit 

the sum of forty s!ti!!i11gs, or more or l ess, accord ing to the quantity 
or quality of their offence or offences, to the use of the said Master, 
·wardens, and Fellowship. 

XIII. 
To prevent " ITEM, for that many perso11s ef ill be!taz1io1tr, and so known in  
e�l�\O\�i�\�I� i l l  _ p laces ,rhere they have d\velt in tlte C07tlll7J', a11,d fron1 other parts 
1����1�:;�,:� 

and provinces bqond t!1e seas, and elsewhere, do much resort to t!te 
Clockmaker, city of Lo.ndo11, and p laces near t hereabouts ; for better discovery 
:¥,i�;1��r'.°�,,�t les of such persons, as for other good purposes, it is  ordained t!wt 
�.':;i'.�;��"tith- 11011e using, or which shal l use or occupy within the said city, 
011,  personal !)' l iberties, and suburbs, or within ten m iles thereof, the Art, 
('i;��;;�i,"� /:i,";; Mystery, or Trade of Clockrnaking, in any kind whatsoever, sltall 
cc, u1icatc or h,s receive, e11tertai11, employ, or use i n  the Art, Trade, or lVI ystery of 
&�'.:cr0

1: i/;:� ·c�,�;: Clockmaking, any person or persons ,rhatsoever, except lie s!1al! 
pany's approva l ,  prese11t C'/Je7J' s11clt person personal ly  by true cert i ficate, both of the 

certainty of h is name, and p lace of his or their birth or abode, 
1111/0 the said J1ifaster, TVardms, and Assistants, being assembled, 
t!1e mxt co11rt clay after his or their entertainment ; expressing also 
the t ime and purpose of h i s  retainer, to tl1e e11d t!te same court 
11WJ' exa111ine, take view, and notice of !1i111 , and, if tl1ey s!w!l find 
!ti111 fit to be allowed, then to enter h is or their names, wi th other 
certaint ies, upon pain of every faul t  found to the contrary in  tlze 

1 1nder penal ty of master so offending i n  not cert i fy ing, to pa)' the sum of !went)' 
��:i :�;

i
�

e
e�,��;·

, sl1illi11gs to the Master, Wardens, and Fellowship, to t!1e use ef t!1e 
employed 2-'· Gd. poor, and t!1e party so elltertai1Zed two s!1i!!i11gs sLr-pence ,· but, i f  he 
��'�1!'.t1:f.r6;r 1 • be certi fied, then there shal l  be pa id to the clerk for such cntr:rnce, 
l,eadle 6d. one sh i l l ing six-pence, and to the beadle six-pence. 

XIV. 
��t���1�'-

shall " ITE�r, it is  ordained, that 110 person, or persons, using the Art, 
1 1renricc. or into Trade, or J\ [ystery of C lock.making, ,ri thin the said ci ty, l iberties, 
�:�: s:.1;�·1\��;1�\\� suburbs, or l in1 its 8.foresaid, sl,all !tire, recei, ·c, lake, or e11terlai11, 

�i,'.:;��
1

1"11�;:;�� or 
to h is apprenti�e, or into h is . sen·ice, a:'J' person ,rhatsoe,·er, 

by order of ,h� fur111er!y apprentice unto or ser;, ·111g a11d 11sz11g t!te 17-ade of Clock­
�t:'��,·c1';;:·c1en, maki ng, wil!ti1l :u!y t!1e !i111it.s aforesaid, wd!1011t t!1e consent of !tis 
,:ime regisrcrcd, fon11er 111aster, ( 1 f  any such be), or by order of the 11ifaster, 

T Van/ms, and Court of Assistants, or the ·more part of them, and 
11otice give11 with a l l  l ike certainties as aforesaid; to the enc l  the 
entertainment, passage, honest departure, and sett ing over of such 

. an apprentice, servant  or servants, may be t ru ly known ; with l ike 
'.i'�\'.��;·0)'�;;�1\\1, o

r pa.yment 011/y to t!1ederk, for entrance thereof, an_d upon p_ai11 that 
1 1 1 1 t i l  presented. every person offenclmg contrary to the true mcanmg of this article 

in  a.ny th ing, shall fa)' for such offence the sum ofjortJ 1 s!ulli11gsfor 
e-ue1y mo11t!t for his so entertain ing any scn·ant contrary to this act , 
to the use of the said :Master, Wardens, and Fel lowsh ip ;  a11d so 
111011t!tlJ 1

, unti l  he  make h i s  presentment of the said servant before 
the J lifaster, TVanle11s, a11d Co11rl of Assistants, 



T H E  CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. xv. " ITD�, for (lie avoiding- of conj1�sion and ?isorcler in th� said ;��),;'iy���n Fellm�sh1p,  which may grow and anse by taklllg of appreuttces as men who have . many m nun:ber as they please ; and �o the end t!w� joll7:nepnen �;;:,i;.���;;�:�'i i'/ie" freemen, havmg truly served all_ their trn:e _of apprent1ce�h1p ,  111ay �;���i�ie't'.,�-be the better employed and provided for, 1t IS hereby orclamed, that person of .the no pers�ll or persons whatsoever of the said Fellmrship hereafter, �:e��0�"�'.�f;c�- x ­but sucn as shall be allowed a master 1rorkman, as 1 11 these presents workman, shall is hereafter mentioned, sltall take to himself auy apprentice or ;��\�;1i;0�fl'�;�� apprentices, but .first to !ta·ve leave and l icence of the Jlfaster, of_ the M aster, l1Vardens, and Assistants, (t!te w!ticlt wit!101d j11st cause s!iall 11ot �;);;dii':i·;�,0.-t1�� be denied) and tlten to ltave but �ne, 1m�d lte sltall be called to bear ���::1;�:1 � : ���:r, o_!fice of JV[aster, vVarden, or Assistant, 111 the said Company, and sistant, and then after he  shall be so called as aforesaid, not to exceed the number of ��� 1\� ����;�; '.,;'t two apprentices at any time ,d1atsoever. 
" N EV E RTHE LESS, it is thought fit, that any one of the said Fellowship before the said first apprentice shall have so served forth his full term of years for which he became bound an apprentice, that, by virtue hereof, it sltall and may be lawful for every particular master to bind 01te oll1er apprentice at his pleasure hut when tlte full _ ten'.t of five yea�"s, and no sooner, before !tis said former ;[t:�

e

S
t
��� years apprentice !us ft11te be expired, by reason that for the present t ime he complete, he may shall not be left destitute of an apprentice ; upo1t fo1feiture, for '.;��e

s��,��:,e:;,n��,t every time so offending, the sum of ten po1111ds, or more or less, penalty of
0
1 0/. at the discretions of the i1£aster, vVanlem, and Co11rt of Assista11ts, to the use of the said Tlfaster, Wardens, and Fel lo1rsh i p. 

XV I .  " ITEM, that for tlte better ordering of disso!11te a11d ill-disposed persons, such as will hardly be brought under the ru l e  of any good government, it is hereby ordained and established, that wltat Freemen fo l low­person or persons soever free of t/1e sad Fellows/up, or under t!teir ;1;�,:;1� '.���1�;.ed government, now or hereafter usmg the said trade or rnystery of from London,  to Clockmaking, slwll depart t!tis city and liberties as aforesaid, into ��;/�;1��\;f1?· any _other remote place within tl1e realm of England, sl1r:-ll, )'.�";�'�ie,�'.t the notw1thstand111g, observe the rules and orders, and be sub;ect to live Comp�n y. under the govemmeut of tlte said Master, ·wardens, and Fel lowship, according to the Charter in that behalf granted ;  and if defattll be made by any such person or persons whatsoever hereafter, that then i t  shall and may be lawful to and for the said 11£aster and { 1Varrlens, according to the tenor of  his :fl!Iajesty's Grant of Incor- and may he pro­poration, to proceed against t!1e11t for m isdemeanor, for not doi11g and �i,0t1a;'.f;'�t' pe1forming sztc!t duties, as shal l be appo 1 11 ted by the J11aster, cl11tics, deceitful VVardens, and Court of Assistants, (whereof the IVIaster and one &�'.:'��ai?�1\'�;: of the Wardens for the t ime being to be L1vo) eillter in tltemse!ves, yet resided i 1 1  or in the deceitfulness and false wod.:ma11slttp of or in t!1eir trade ; thc �a,d c " r, upon their clue search and oversight, by way of ji.11e or of!terwise, as if tl1ey ·yet lived and d id reside wit!1i11, the said city and libert ies aforesaid ; which fine is l ikewise to be imposed by and at the discretion of the Master, f1Vardem, and Asszs/a11ls, according to tlw r;uality J;��1�;\�
1

1
; �� ;\;� of !tis or their offence or offences, to the  use of the said Master, Court. ·wardens, and Fellowship. 

D 2 
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XVII. 
(;,;'.!�5':,\;�!,��;1� " ITEM, it is ordai ned, that e,;er_ y apprentice !taving tml y sen•ed h is 
and hccn_ ad- apprenticeship,  aJ1d being rrdmziled rr Freeman of the said society, 
�'i�'�i1�0,1;,:e

�:,'.�
cn , slwll, accord i ng to the custom of other Companies ,  scn;e l1is 

ycc,rs as jonrncy- Jl1aster, or some ot!ter (>f tlte same Fellowsl,ip, by the space of two men. ) 'ears as jour11e_yman ; and, rrt tl,e end of the same two )'cars. it 
s!trrll be, by virtue hereof, lawful for tl1e Master, or "\Varden,  or 
"\-Vardens, of the said Fe l lowsh ip, wtilt t!te coJ1smt of !lie greater 
part of the Assistants of the said Fel l owsh i p, to crrll any person or 
persons wlwtsoever, being a member or professor of t/1e same trade, 
before he or they be adm itted, or a l lowed of, to be a Ia,l'ful master, 

�;:'\1��:�e�:·ii���e to bri11g in h is or the ir  masterpiece or masterpieces, whc/1 lie or 
before he he they sltall be appointed to make by the Jlfrrster, TVardens, and 
�'�:-k:���t�r .  Assista1tts, or the major part of them , (11·hereof the Master and 

one of the V\Tardens to be two), what p iece, or 11·hat manner of a 
whole or in t i re p iece, he shal l  make, and wh ere he shal l make i t ,  
which,  being by  the flfrrster, lf/anlens, and  Assistants, of the  sa i d  
Com pany or Fellowsh i p, or t h e  more part of them, a l lowed and 
rrppro,•ed of lie shall, from thenceforth, be admt'tted to be rr work-

;.;�'i�\��,;·i��iin°'' 111rrste_r, of the sai d  Society, and not befo_re ; for wludt said 
20s.; clerk 3s. 4d. ; admttta11ce, lie s!tall paJ' to  the use of the said :Master, 1 \Tardens, 
beadle , s. and Fel lowsh i p, the sum of twenf_y s!ullings, and to the clerk three 

sh i l l i ngs four-pence, and to  the bead le  t,relve-pence. 

�.;;� j,��t�!;'�<ln , " YET, if at  any t ime, rrjier t!,e time and expirrrtio1t of tlte first year, 
one_ i•car, may any journeyman whatsoever s!wl! 111rrke suit unto t/1e J}frrster, 
5�,��'1i':/�,f�·�;,._ TVrrrdens, and Court of Assistants, lo !wve the privilege and lem;e 
�;�;,%v:�\� to n�ake and bring in h is masterpiece, to be a l lo1Yed of by them at 
admitted a work- a General Court of  Assistants to be by them ho lden, that t!1w, 
:;;���0�·r ��1 f,�[�t upon such su i t  made, i f  upon !us s11jficienc_y it shal l  please the sai d  
\11;: f��,rr�t ion or Jlfrrster, H/an!ens, a n d  Court of Assistants, or t h e  m ajor part o f  · them, upon view of h is workmansh ip, to admit  of the same, then 

it shall be, by virtue of these presents, lrrwf11l to admit !tim or 
them accordingly, upon such reasonable fine or fines as, i n  the 
discretions of the flfrrster, TVrrrdens, and Co11rt of Assistants, or 
the major part, shal l be though t  fi t. 

XVII I. 
" lTDr, it is ordai ned, that 110 person or persons 11-hatsoever using, 

or that shal l  use, the Trade, Art, or :Mystery of C lockmaking ; 
and !1at/1 or shal l  have rrn_y rrpprmttce or more 011ce bound, and 
presented to the lV[aster or Wardens of the said Company, by h i m  

N o  af>prcntice to or them a l lowed, s/1all, a t  any t i m e  after, asszg-n, set, o r  l11rn over 
;�� .. ��:;g�::'� �� a any s11dz apprentice to any person or persons 1rhatsoever, witl1011t 
��:Ve�;;::l�;-�riti':� first presenting_ h i m  _to t!te j)i[aster and Wrrrdem of the said Com­
Court, pany for the t 1 1ne uerng, to the encl their consents may be thereunto 

req u ired, upon pain to fo,feit to the said ]\faster, Wardens, and 
under penal ty or Fel lowsh ip,  for every act done to the contrary, the sum of  forty 

G��;1 1�1c1�k3s. id. ; s!ul!i11gs, and to the clerk three shi l l ings four-pence, and to the  
beadle twelve-pence. 
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XIX.  " lTE.\J ,  it is ordained, that 110 person or persons 11"hatsoever, "'/11d1 �� /��1
�1�:1

�
1
° ,:::� hereafter s!tal! not lwve served seven )'Cars at the least as an part thereof, (a, appre11tz'ce to the said Trade, Art, or Mystery of a Clockmaker, �,1;;�1

��
,
1�'1\°fl:l\ il l l  1V[athematical Instrument-maker, Sundial-maker, Gra,·er, Case scrwd se ven maker, or any thing othern·ise peculiarly belonging to the same ;;�:1'.:;�i,a<1J1��k­trade, (u11!ess s11c!t as be t/1e Ciock111alcers' wt'dows of t/1e city of ��a

1
��

1
r;·

0

1
�\�'.0,;�s, .Londo7!, a11d of tk: satd several arts a11d professto11s as aforesaul : they shall remain and for so l011g ti111e 011/y as tlzq sltall so conhli11e widows,) sltall wiclows exccpted) use t/1e sazd Trade, Art, or i'l 'lystery of a Clockmaker, or all) ' t!ti11g tlz_ereunto aptertai11i11g, as his Trade,. Art, or :Mystery ; nor s!wll, ��he'.e�;;�/);is ,,·1th111 the city of London, or liberties thereof, teaclt or i11stn1ct own apprentice, any person or persons ot!zer t!wn !us appre11tice or apprentices, £11 t!te sa111e Trade or Mystery, upon pain to forfeit to the said i\ fost r and 1Vardens and Fello,,·ship, for ez 1e1y mont!t he or they shall so use the said Trade as a Trade, or teach or instruct any person or persons other than his or the ir  apprentice or apprentices, in the under pcn.1hy of said Trade, the sum of forty s!ulh11gs, and to the clerk three ��;t;:. 1 '.;�/1;'" ; shi l l ings four-pence, and to the beadle t11"elve-pence. bead l e 1 s. XX. " ITEM, it is ordained, that 110 Freeman of the said Company l\'o foreigner using t!te said Trade, Art, or Mystery, do hep i11 !1is service, Lo �;:1;:

1
:�c 1 1

'.
1
���;;�;

1 work in and about the said Trade or 1VIystery, any foreigners, unless presen ted al ien or English, not being free of t/1e said Co111pa11y of Clock- \,�.�1
1:� 2��1'.�' ed makers, or bott1td as an apprentice t/1ereu11to, unless he be (at the next court after /1e s!tall be first received into the said service,) preseilted unto the said liiaster, Wardens, and Co1trt of Assisla11ts, a11d be by them allowed, upon pain to fo1foi to the said Master, 1 1 1 1dcr penal ty Wardens, and Fel lowship, for every time so doing, the sum of i���-�1 1�1c;; 3s. -1d. ; forty s!ul!i11gs, and to the c lerk three shillings four-pence, and to the beadle twelve-pence. XXI .  " ITEM, it  is ordained, that 110 Freeman of  the said Company of  No person shal l  Clock makers, or any person or Persons using I lie Trnde, A rt, or ]�� 1�;;�!�;��'.\i�i• Mys.tery of a .C lockmaker, shall set at work, keep, or 111ai11tai11, aJIJ' (;;�, ;;i'.,'��1

� 1;, r foretgner or JOlt/'llej'lll{l/1, not bemg admi tted 1 11to the freedom of served seven the said Company, or 11ot being or lwvi11g been retained, /Jrouglt! year5 t0 t l ic tradc, up, or bound seven )'ears to t!te same Trade, Art, or Mystery, lo work as a journeyman or servant in any shop, shops, chamber, or any other place or places, ei ther public or private, wd/1i11 t/1e said Cit)', or liberties t/1ereoj, upon pain to fo1ftz'l to .the said Master, '.1i/\1;ci:.ed1;;.ir \\lardens, and Fel lowship, for eve1y day so dorng, ten s/11/lwgs, c ler k  1 s. Gd. ; and to the cl erk one shilling six-pence, and to the beadle fo ur- bead le -vt. pence. XXI I .  " ITEM,  i t  i s  also ordained, that {;uery per�o11, Freeman of tl�e, said ;\':���i'i'�'.1�� ',�111:i" Company of C lockmakcrs, usmg, or wluclt s/wll 11se t/1e Irade, approved by the Art, or Mystery of Clock making 1util1in t/1e said ctlJ', or wii/1i11 f en ��'.1/;(, ,\\" 1 1 1" 1 1 0"" 111des compass of the same, sl1all, wit/tin 011e 111011t!t after lie or they take any apprentice to serve him in the said Trade, Art, or 
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Mystery, present tl1e same appn:11tz'ce or apprentices 1111to ll1e said f1/faster, J/Vardens, and Court of Assistants, of the said Company, to the end tliat t!1ey 111ay ad111it and allow s11clt apprentice to serve 
such freeman or foreigner, 11po1t pain to fo,jeit to the said :Master, 
·wardens, and Fellowship, to the use of the said Company, for 

:';"\�- �::1�;di,t1i · eve1y mont!t so offending, three shillings four-pence; and to the 
�i�;k - 1s. ' clerk for entering the said presentment, twelve-pence. 
No alien sha l l  " AND that 7/0 denison or forez;r;ner using the said Trade, Art, or 
�i��e�� f�',�1�1�:�-"· Mystery of C lockmaking within the said c i ty, l iberties, and 
;;;;� ','. �'.'.f �r°

h is suburbs thereof, ?r within ten _mi les compass of the same, s!tall 
Majesty's take a11y ap_prentue or apprentices, serva11t or servants, 11ot bor1t 
dom11110ns, witl1in !Lis J1!fa:festy's do111i11io11s, to work in or about tl1e same Trade, 

Art, or :Mystery, and, if any, alien or otl1ers, shall do contrary lo 
this ordinance, or anything therein contained, he shall fo1feit and 
pay to the said Master, ·wardens, and Fellowship, for the use of 

under penal ty 51. ; the CoH1pany, lhe sum of five pounds lawful money of England, 
��

e
�J1�s;}'�j and to the clerk six shi l lings eight-pence, and to the beadle one 

shi l l ing s ix-pence. 

XXII I. 
No journeyman " lTE�r, it is ordained, that 110 jo1tr11ey111a1t that is or shall be 
f,1;1; 1,:1��/��;� ;:�'.n hired to work to or with any brother of the Company, s!tall depart 
vice from t!te .illfaster wit!t who/It lie or they s!tall be !tired, except he 
;,1i1'�'t,;:0t,,1i�,g or they give his or their said Master tltree montllS' warni11g at the 
warn ing ; least, of h is  or their intention to depart from his  or their said 
\{f���1;�'.111;:�;;way 

Master. And that 1w J1!faster or Brother �f  the said Company 
any journeyman shall hereafter t1tr1t or put away a11y suclt J0ltrlleyma11, except lie 
:::�\1;,c;:;�u,e hkc or they give ltis or their said journey/Ila//, three 1/t01tt!ts' wami11g at 
No �h,ter shal l  the l east ; and that no J1!faster or Brother of the Company havi11g ��:!�1�.;,'1 �:1{0jf,��- knowledge_ or llotice of any journeyman . depar[i11g witl1_01tt co11sent 
left h is forme,· as aforesaid, sl1all hereafter entertai1t mto his or then· work or 
:�,�t��,i';,'.\��u t  service any suclt journeyman that shal l so depart, witlwut s11clt ' warning to be given to h im as aforesaid, upon pain to fo1feit and 
11ndcr penalty 51. pay for h is and their offence therein five pounds to the said 

l\faster, ·wardens, and Fellowship, to the use of the said 
Company. 

J\io I:rother shall " AND that 110 Brotlur of the said Company using tl1e said Trade, 
�;i:'.l�/i,�'.'.r,J';;�'�- Art, or Mystery of C lockmaking, shall hereafter set at work, or 
�0t�i�i'.��'.lm i tted employ a77y joume;Y11ta1t t!ia� is uot ad:nit(ed a Brot!ter of the 

Company, upon pam to fOJjetf to the sai d Jl!faster, H/ardens, and Fellows!tip, for eve1y week he or they do the contrary, the sum of 
�;'.t�_ 1;��;a;,'.Kek ; sL--c slullings eiglit -pence, to the clerl� for en try of such departure 
clerk ,s. ; beadle twelve-pence, and to the beadle four-pence. •f"• 

XXIV. 
No journeyman " ITEM, it is orclaine�, that no person s�allhereafter be admitted a 
�,1;,��

1s!'�:1���;\ '.,�ijoun1eJ1111a'.1, or otherwise, to l:se the 1 ra�le ,  Art, o_r Mystery . of 
sm·cd an appre 11- Clockmakmg, unless he sliall brlllg true testtmony of !us true service 
�\�:�l�h \)� 1;:;:1

:
1 
for of appre11tz�·esl1ip, and eve;y such journep11an shall be lu"re:f for on_e 

a li,ed _time, and 1CJl1ole year, or for a longer or shorter time, and 111ake tnal of !us 
��t�i'�'.'t1 of workmansl1ip by the space of fourteen days, and such trial being 



T H E  CLOCKMAKERs' COi\IPANY. 3 3 made, t!11:1t the said j_ourncyl l l :,n sltc1// be p1"c'S.:11!,·d (I/fun: t/1e !�,�,;��1��''.L �JI/aster a11d l Varde11s of the s:.me Comp:.ny, :.ncl s!wll 11ot depart Master aud f rom his Master wit/1011� especial licc11(e obt:.ine_d, 11_po1t s11clt pma!I)' �i,�i';'1,��'tq 1 1 i l  as slwll be tho11glit jittwg by a Court of Ass1stanls, or e/j·e upo11, h i_s c 11 1ployer . tltree 111011!/ts' war11i11g- to be orderly gi,·en :-is :, foresaid ; and that li��1,'.��lo�-')1:,c�� 1 every s1:-clt jo1tr11�y11w1t recei,·ed into the sa id Comp:.ny shall worl-: ;��,;�'i''� ;;�•,;�•i:? : only w1tlt such as are free Brotl1ers :-tdll l 1 tted of the said Comp:.ny, jo11rney,11cn 01i ly and with no other person or persons ,rhatsoe,·er ; and ,rhoso- ��e�';��1:, wJLh ever shall do contra1y to this ordin:.nce, shall forfeit to the said uuclcr p�nally of :Master, "\Vardens, and Fello\\'ship, for every offence, to the use 20s: per week ;  of the said Company, the sum of twmty sl11lh11gs a "·eek, and for cie, k , s. such entry to the clerk, by eYery particular p:.rty, t,relve-pence. 
" ITEM, it is ordained, th,1 l  1 10  pe1 son, s//{7/l !melt 01 mst1 uct 111 No pe, ,01 1  sha l l  t/1e Art of Clockrnaking a11y otl1er pe; JO/l 01 pe1 sons \ \  h:.tsoe, e1 , :,�:c�,n�;\cl�:;' 11,ot bei11g-prese11ted or admitted int() tlie said Co111pa11)', upon pain to admi l tcd, fo1feit and pay to_ the said l\faster, Wardens, and Fel l mrship, to �t;��r 1'.���:r the use of the said Company, the sum of fi,- 'c po1111ds of b\\'ful clerk , s. d i lw : money of England, for eve;y 111011!/t so offending, and to the clerk beadle ·1"· for every such month tweh·e-pence, :.nd to the beadle four-pence. 
" I·!'E.\ J ,  it is ordained, that 110 perso11 11s/11g t!te said trade of Ko person sh:i l l  Clockrnaking sltal! take as his a_pprc11tice t/;e so11 of all)' wl1ic/1 ;i��

e
��.\��gi1;

e;;;
0 is free of t!te said Co111_pa11)', or shall teaclt or instruct a11y such sou of a freeman , free111a11's SOit in the said Art, e.\cept tl1e said so11 be ltis ow11, upon 'i�s�cr pena l ly of pain to f01feit to the said Master, \\'ardens, and Fellowship, to the use of the same Company, forty s!ulli11gs for taking such a11cl a l,o .10s . pe , :.pprentice, a11d forty s/11lli11gs for eve,y 11101tflt lie shall keep a11d ,;�0�1\�1t;;� 1r,;\ i11stmct 1i�·m (e.\cept the said freeman's son shall be first prese11tcd [';���l't':;�,:�,e to t/1e satd Compa11y before he shall be taught and 111structecl ), c_lcrk a l  di,crc-ancl to the clerk such fine as the Company shall think fi t- .  uo,,. 

.\. X \' 1 1 . " ITEM, it is ordained, !!tat 110 Brot/1cr of the Company s//{7// :s; n _in1 1 r11ey11 1 : 1 1 ,  receive into -work any manner of journeyman Clockmaker 7uitluJ/ft �.�:;'i','01'.� ): '��'.\ i i i .  a certijicale of his departure from /11J· for111er 111asle:·, upon pain to ���,2t:; , ;;;:,ialc fo1fcit to the said Master, ·wardens, and Fel lowsh 1p, to the use of pe11a l l y  ,y. the sa id  Company, t!iirlem slul!i11g-s fo11r-pe11ce for every such b���;t,t>6d. offence, to the cl erk two shil l ings si.\-pence, and to the beadle four-pence. 
XXVIII. " ITEM, it is ordained, fl/{/t what person or th i s  Com pany th:-it hcryapprrnt icc , taketh any apprenti ce or rrpprc11tices in lo h is  service, a fter lhe �.'.:;i','i ,1,'� 1�t1{1;i" custom of London? and causelh not  him or them,  1u1//1/11 011e ;;��:\'i':; ';;'.:c1 �:> : 111011!/t aflc:r the begmn,ng of the term of such an apprent ice, to lie clerk , s ; bead le inrolled before t/1e Ch:.mberlain of the sa id c i ty, sh:. 1 1  fi)lfcit :rnd ,id. pay to the said Master, W:. rdens, and .L ·c l l owship, to lhe use or the sa id Company, sLr sl11llt'11gs e/gld-_pc11a:, 11·ithout rem ission or pardon, to the clerk !-iud1•e-jC11(e, ancl tu the Lcacl l c /011r-;.,,11c c. 



34 T H E  C LOCKi\I A KERS' COilIPANY. XXIX. !:�;'j;'ro'."�\;:�fs " lT 1,: .\ I ,  it is ordained, that those perso11s lltat sltall view a11d &c. ma/.:e search for frauds :mcl deceits in tl1e sad tmrle as afores:iicl, s/1al! 111ake dzligc·11t searc!t a11d £11rpti1y of al! disorders a11d i11con­,1,,i 1 i � 1su c11\1 1 1 irc ve11ie11ces used in the said art of Clockrnakincr. And al! s11c!t r/is­��-�1��-���:;� �11'.�;scs 01,ders a11d abtt:,Cs as they shall nnd, they �!w!! justly and truly �'t�\'e0;� [��,1;t , prese11t to t!te Jl1�aster, Warde°Jis, and Court of Assista11ts_ of the who sh�1 1 1i 1 1c t he said Comp:.i.ny, at the next court of Assistants after the discovery j'1�;
t

�;c;'t\�':t
0 or nnding thereof ; and sttc!t perso11 or persons as sltal! co111111il a11y crcti011• sttc!t disorder, shal l fo1fezi :.i.nd p:.i.y to the said i\faster, ·wardens, 

Every freeman 
within the city 
and liberties, 
sh.11 1  be warned 
to attend :l. l  the 
1 1 u:irter-day 
Couns, 

and Fel lowship, the sum of forty sl1ifli11gs, or such lesser sum :.i.s sh:.i.ll be imposed by the discretions of the Jllfaster, TVardem, and Assistants of the said Company ; and such fee to the clerk as they shall think fit. XXX. " ITDI, it is ordained, that every person or persons, being free of the s:.i.id Comp:.i.ny, or usi11g· t/1e Tmde, Art, or Mystery of :.i. Clockmaker, wit/tin t/1e city of London, or t/1e lz/1erties t!tereoj, shal l by the beadle, or some other known officer of the s:.i.id Cornp:.i.ny, be ,rnrned to :.i.ppe:.i.r once e, 1e1y r;uarter of a year, (th:.i.t is to s:.i.y) upon the first Monday seven night after every of the quarter clays, (as they are formerly ordained and appointed) before !lte .11:fas!er, TVarde11s, and Assistants of the said Company of Clockm.akers, or t/1e greater 1111mber of t!te111, there to !tear read Sllc!t good jitti11g a11d w/1oleso111e orders as are or s!tall be made for t/1e bettering of t/1e sazd trade, and s11ppresszi1g of enormities ai!d abuses t!terei11 ,- and that if a11y such person being s1t111111011ed as aforesaz"d, or 11otice t/1ereof left at lu�· or t!teir dwelling-!t011ses, or other places of abode, lie bezi1g at ancl 1 ,ei 11.; �bscnt /10111e, do 111ake default and be absent from Oil)' tl1e Q11arter{y �:,\r�����:,;�i,- J1£eetillgs aforesaid and cannot nor wil l not she"·, (or othern·ise cause, prove) to the Master and \ \Tardens for the time being, some lawful impediment or l ett, ,rhich was the cause of his absence ; or ;::,��'� ,��i�i"l thc if any freeman of the said Company, or m1y pn?Oll or perso_ns Art 11ot appcari11g usmg tlte smd Trade, Art, or i\!Iystery, of Clockmakmg, or Oll) 1tl1mg :;;���re�-h�'i'1l11- tl1ereto pertaimitg, and /mi1g warned before t!te said Jll[aster, forfeit �s. 6d. ; T 17ardens, and Co11rt of Assista11ts, cd/1er agflli1st a .1lfont!t!)' Co11rt clerk 6c1. (as aforesaid,) or upon OJI)' ot/1er ocmsioll , s!wll uot, at the place and time appointed, appear there to remain and abide, unless he be by the Master and Wardens, or some of them discharged, not having such bwful e:--:cuse as aforesaid ; that t/1m every person :.i.nd persons so offending shall f01fed and p:.i.y to the said Master, \V:irdens, and Fel lowship, for every such offence, two s!ulltitgs, sLr-pence, and to the clerk for entering such defaul t, sz�r-jmce. 
Every Frcc1:1:u1 
or person us111g 
the Art within 
te11  m i !cs of lhc 
city, ;u1d ubsti• 
11atcly refusing 
Lo �ttencl :-rncl 
perform �blc 

XXX I. " Lu,�r ,  i t  is  orcbinecl, that  if :.i.ny person or persons, free of t/1e said CompaitJ' of Clockmakers, or 11sing t/1e sat"d Tmde, Art, or Mystery, within the said city or liberties, or within ten miles compass of the same, be1i1g specially req11ired thereunto, slwll obstin:itely and wil ful ly ref11se to appear or 111eel al Oil)' place appointed U)' t/1e Master and Wardens for the time being, or lo pay or be:.i.r Oil) ' s11111 or sums of 111oneJ', or any ot/1er co111111O11 c!targes 
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whatsoever, for or t o  the Ki ng's Majesty, Lord Nfo yor, or city of 
�onclon, or for the Commonwealth or ,rnrship of the said 
Company, or to do or perform a11,J1 flfblic ser;•ice, meet or decent to 
be performed or clone as aforesaid, wil/1i11, t/1e sa111e Co111_pmtJ', or 
by_ any members of _ the same : that t/1en n 1ny perso11, and persons, 
/;emg free of tlte smd Company of Clockmakers, so refusing to  do 
or perform al l  or any tho�e th 1 11gs, s//{{l/ fmfeit to the said Master, shal l forfe i t  4os. ; 
1Var�lens,  and Fel lowship, for such refusal, the sum of forlj1 clerk 3s. 4d. 
s/11llt1tgs, and to the clerk three sh i l l ings, fo ur-pence. 

XXX I I . 
" ITEM, i t  is ordai ned, that llO perso1t of the said Com pany s//{{// A n y pcrson ofthc 

discoz 1er or disclose any of /lte lmcfi_rl se�rels ro11cemi11g t/1e said ��;;;i':;;��io��
1
�0 

Trade, Art, or wiystery of C lockmakmg, 1 11 the i r  own occupat10n, any rcrsun nf 
or a1ty secret cou11sel of t/1e said Co111_pai1)' , wh ich ought in reason an°th0r 
and conscience secrete ly  to be kept, 1r ithout any utterance thereof, 
to any other person, of another Mystery, and out of the same 
Company, to the _ hurt and prejudice of  this Company, upon the shal l  forfei t  _1 05_ ; penalty and forfettttre of forty s/1 1/l111gs, to be paid to the s:1 1d clerk 3s . .  id. ; 
l\faster, 1\Tardens, and Fclloll"ship, and to the clerk three sh i l l ings beadle , s. 
four-pence, and to the bead le  twelve-pence, for e,·ery L ime so 
offending. 

XXX I I I .  
, ,  ALSO, i t  i s  ordained, that  ez 1e1y 11/{{lt of !lte said Compa11y 7tSi//,g Every man of the 

t/1e satd Trade, Art, or Mystery of Clockrnaking, from this t ime Zo�::1SG�?��-1;,���R 
forthwarcls, after !tis degree and power, s//{{ll _ be contribttlarJ' a11d +��fci:1���cs, or 

bear cltarge of, aud in, all 111m111er of Sessi//,gs, Prests, Cos ls, Co1tlri- clerk 3�. _;,;_ 
butiom, Impost/ions, a11d all ol/1er c//{{rges a_pperla1iui1g lo llte 
worslup, benejil, and credit, of t/1e said Co111pa11J 1

: upon the pain  of 
fo1jeit11re of forty s/11lli11gs, to be paid to the said M aster, Wardens, 
and Fel lowship,  for every such offence, and to the clerk three 
shi l l ings four-pence. 

" AN D  that all and ez 1ery _p,:rsu11 and persons, as well stra11gers, All persons what ­
de11izem, foreig11ers, a11d ot/1ers ll'hatsoever, free of l/1e said Co111- !�1�:�';1 ;;1/'�t�'.:" 
pa11y, or using tlte s{{/·tt 77 ·ade,_ A rt, or Myste1y of Cl?ckmaking, or �:�i: ,�;�:c��''.1 
any thmg thereunto appert::unmg or belon;mg w1ll1111, t/1e saul 
city a11d liberties thereof, s/1all obeJ', obsen·e, and keep all t/1,: lmcfirl 
orders, rules, mid ordi11a11ces, 111ade and wn/te11 i11 t/1is prese11t 
.Book,· and tj m1J' _person or persons slwll offe11d or lra11sgress 
a11y of_tl1e same orders, nrles, a11d ordi11a11ces, or refuse lo j)({) ' s11c�1 ;;1���r��."U/;;�,�� 
pe11alt1es and fmjet!111"es as are here set clown for the breach LhereoJ ; pay • (ic penal ties, 
that then it shall and may be lawful to and for the same T'vfoster, ::1

1
�Y��:

1
;;;�;:\nt1 

1Varclens, and Fel loll"ship,  by tlteir officer or la1cfrrl lallon1eJ1 to deta in  the same 
distrain,  and the distress and d istresses so from t ime to t ime taken, 
t9 lead, drive,  carry, or bear a11·ay, and the s�rne to keep and detain 
to t/1e use of t/1e Master, 1\/arclcns, and l1 e l lowsh 1 p, of  the s:ucl unt i l  the f ines or 
Com pany, u11td t/1e said pe11alties, fo1Jeit111"es, fi11cs, or sums of f,�-;��•i�I'�' shall 
111011r:y for wlttdt t/1e said distress so be ta lien s//{{// /Je fully Sll'.tsfied 
and _pat"d, with caution a11d pro,,1sio11, 1 10Lw1 Lhstancl 1 ng, tha t _zf t/1e 
party, ow11er of l/1e�·e g_·oods and chat tels so t :iken and d1slr�111ed as 

if pait! wi th in  aforesaid, slwll w1Lh1 11 fourteen clays next a fter such L:1k 1ng and fourteen ,lay,, 



the good::, di,�  
trained to IJ...; 
restored. 

THE CLOCKl\lAK ERS' COl\L PANV . distress, sat14·y 01· pay to the flfaster or one of the ·wardens, to the use of the said Fellml"ship, s11c/1 d1/./ies, riglils, and SIii/iS of 
111011ey for 70/udt tlte said distress 7Clas so taken, then lie or they 
s/wll lwve to him or tl1em restored all the goods and chattels so taken and distrained for all and every the pains, penalt ies, for­feitures, sum and sums of money so forfeited, or to bring :m action of debt for recovery thereof. XXXI V. 

,\ I I  Clu�ks, " ITEilI ,  i t  i s  also ordained, tk1.t al l  C locks, Watches, J ,arums, a11d 
�;:'.,�h��' J'.'cd al/ Cases for Clocks, vVatc/1es, and Lm·:/lns, plain _or grave11, 71/{lde 
same, a11c\ s1111clry of metals or ef a11y oilier 11at11re, co11dztzon ,  or fasltto1t 10!1atsocz)er, or 
�:,':,�;;���i�tim- a11y ot!ter work or works, as S11n-Dia!s, 1Jfatlte///atical-I11stm///e11ts, 
ported, 01' any otlter ze:ork pem!iady belonging to the Art of Clockrnakmg, be it for great or small, brought into this re�tlrn of E11gla11d, or dominion of TVales, or from t!te parts be yo11d !lte seas, to be put to 
shall oc 1irsL sale, s!,all be first customed, :md t!,en brought to tl1e hal l ef t/1e said 
�i','::,0;;;.�'.',g\\';'!0 lockrnakers in London, or �heir !neeting place, _ and tl1ere presented 
be viewed, aml if to t/1e JJ!faster, T/Varde11s, a//{t A ss1stauts, to be viewed a11d appro,_ 1ed ��i��0�,��\��;k of according to the said Letters-patents of Incorporation ; and b�r�:� J1�

1
1:��;'c,r, 11pon the approbation of the Jll[aster, TVardem, a11d A ssista11ts, or_ 

shal l  be offered the greater part of them, s!,all, accordmg to the usual custom of  
;��-11�1!f�,'�'.t� 1 i the said Company in such cases, rccei'i. 'e the mark and al l o\\'ance of 
sha l l  be ap- the said Company, bcjo1·e tlie sa/1/e be ef.fered or jilt to sale, upon JJOIIHed . pain of s11c!t reasonable pe11altirs as by t!,e said Jllfaster, TVardem, 

a11d Co11rt of Assistants, or the more part of them (whereof the Master and one of the Wardens for the time being to be two) sl1all in such cases appoint and ordain. X X X V. The Co111pa11y " lT E!II, i t  i s  also hereby ordained, that the lv faster, \ \'ardens, and i,','�\'.er���:.�� 4d. J,'c\lO\rship of Clockrnakers of London, for the time being, and 
sLerl ing. for the,r their successors, in respect of t!teir said e:-;traordinary mre and pai11s, f,�r�i�::t�·�,'.'.�i° ,rhich sha l l  from time to t ime be taken, in Ilic , 1ti.'u 1i11g, scmd1, and �;�;-1;��fe�1����.':k overs/flit of all suclt Clocks, . FVatc/1es, Larn/1/s, Sun-Dials, a'.td 
J iar ly belonging JJ!fatl1e///attcal-I1tstnt111e1lts co111mg fro/// bC)'Olld tile seas, or ol!terwtse. 
Lo thcrr trade. cillte1' by themselves, or such other person or persons, tl1eir la1cif11/ 

deputy or deputies, as shall be appoillled for t!te sa/1/e, to receive of  every such person and persons, accordi11g- to t!,c wort/1 and value of 
all S11clt as shall be so found as aforesaid, or in any other "·ork or 
wares by the way of merchandizing, peculiarly bclo11ging to tlte sa/1/c 
trade, how many or few, and of ,Yhat nature, kind, or property, soever they be, either for quantity or number in eve1J' pound sterling;, 
tl1e sum of four-pence, for the correcting and viewing the insufficiency of the said work, and for 111arki1tg and allowi11g tl,e sa111e to be good , sufficient, and merchantabl e. XXXV I. The J\ lasLcr, " A1:"D it is ordained, t'.1at t!,e J1£asle;-, T✓Va rrle11s,_ and Assis/1111/s of 

Warclens, &c. , the sa,d Company of Clockrnakers, or the rnaJor part of them 
;��;: ;1,�1�''.�,;a);:�, (whereof the Master and one of the Wardens for the lime being 
!��'�,�;0�;;;,i't·  to �e two) if they shall think fit to call tog-ct!,er wit!t them for take any appren- their better strength, a co11stable, head borough, or SOI/IC oll1er, !us 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COM PANY . 3 7  Jl!fajesty's d11if officer or office1s, who, together with the said ucc o, who ,11.1 1 1  Jl!faster, H/ardem, and Assistants, or some of them, ;,/!{l/1 s/111! up :�:;';;s '���'�;Jl�cc t!,e s_hops of a!f s1tc!t pe1:501t a11d persons whatsoever, etllter free or : :��i��!rs
,:�'.-cd /oretg11, that shall or wzll attempt to take any ap_prmtice, or to work seven ye ars. 111 any shop, ch_a�1ber, or other place or places whatsoever, privi-leged or not _pnvdeged, exempt or not exempt, !te !tz"mselj lwving wiLh a professc,1 11ot served, w1tl: a _prof�ssed S::locl�maker,_ t!1e full term and time of S\�1�t;1;\:�el� ing"s seven yean w1thm his :MaJesty s clom11110ns; accorcl111g to the dominions, or sev�ral �tatu_tes and laws in that case made and provided, a11d 1�;1;/����t�\s havmg likewise not formerly made !11s allowed 11/{lSfer-piece. master-pieFe· 

XXXV I I .  
" ITEM, i t  i s  ordained, that if any person or persons, hereafter E ,·cry person professing t!te Tmde, Art, or Mystery of Clockmaking, a1td �ezizg ;,i'tt\�;;,;, L�s��1g free of t!tat Co111pany, or of a1tJ' ot!ter Company whatsoever, w 1th111 taking .,n y  ap­the city of London, liberties, and suburbs thereof, or the limits J;: ,�;t;��,; ���1

�111 0 hereby proposed, and s!wll take unto . him or th_em 011 appreutice �1-�� t'��,��-n°: for the term of seven years, or otherwise, accorclrng to the custom I l ,  o f  the said city ; and s!wll not bind ltz"m o r  them to so111e free brotlter of this Company, according to the l etters-patent of incor-poration granted to this Society, to !lie end t!,e same brot!1er!wod in tzine 111ay become an able bod_), of itself, wit!tmd tlte disturba1tce of any ot!ter society or government, he shall foijeit the sum of ten unucr penal ty of  _pounds to the said Master, 11/arclens, and Fellowship, to the said ten pouucis. Company's use. 
XXXV I I I . " ITE�I, it is ordained, that if any person or persons, alien or Any al ien who stranger whatsoever, coming from beyond tlte seas or ot!terwise, shal l �i'�'�� ':;�;;t�,����� ,rnrk i n  a shop, cha1:nber, cellar, warehouse, or an�, o_ther pla_ce or �vi�7,�'c��;:,':::�i' places whatsoever, e ither exern pt or not exern pt with 1 11 the city of noL yielding_ o!Jc­London_, liberties, or suburbs thereof, or within _ten mil_es co111pass, �ii','.��1'.

1
�,,Ll,�:�l' and bemg uot conformable, and y1elcl111g obed ience, 111 o.1 1 clue have h is tool_s an d  respects, to t!te g07;erm11ent of tliis society, o.ncl his Majesty's afore- �;�te,l ���i i�::r�,�­so.id letters of incorporation ; . that then it shall be lawful for the ����:�t��:;�&:c . .  Jlfaster, l1Vardens, and Asststants, or  the11: l awful deputy o r  unLi l  complia1 1 cc deputies in that behalf, in such case to seize, and take into tl,eir r,'.��ti�,i;����:J.°1 /{{lnr/s, on his Majesty's behalf, all S1tc!t working- tools, or ot!ter 11iaterials whatsoever, as often o.s cause shall require, al!d t!tem detain, and keep, until !te or they, or any of them, s!tall be con-formable herein, and likewise pay such fine or fines as shall from time to time be imposed upon him or them by a court of Assistants, in that behalf. 

XXXIX . " !TE.II, il is  ordained, w!tere many journeymen and o_thers . are ti;1�)�,','�":;,i:11 1e11 from time to time set at work by several workmen, admitted into cciving money this Society, which upon their fi rst entertainmenls, and aften�ards before hand' or in their sevcro.l services, in respect of the i r  wants and necessltles, . . and other pretended employments, they lwz•e obtained several sum �,'.'i'�\�;�i���::vicc or sums of 111oney of those several 111asters they _clo o:· have_ �o ;�i�i]��\f,�7�­wrought unto, before o.ny part of the same be by his wo1 kmansb1p \\"ork ; 
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earned, a11d bejuri: ll1e same be wro11gltt oui, go from t/1eir several 
wor/wl{lsters to oi/1ers of t!1e same trade, supplying only their  wants 
:rnd necessit ies ,  and 'i'Cl)I dis/1oneslly : 

,'.�i:,�'t'n��:.',�\y ' " _ B E  it therefore ordained, that if {Ill)' mas1:er workman of th!s 
t l ie sccom l master Society shall  at any t ime hereafter, ( afier no/tee gwe11 by !l1c satd 
::�cf;://s�'.\�:

edi- former 1r 1orkmas!er,) set a11y rnc!t worlw1an _or jo11nte)'lllf!ll a woi-1.:, 
snch workman ,  111 any manner of work whatsoever, pecu l iarly belongmg to the  
;;�;1�;-/:\'.�'�\r1,�

r same trade, ez//1er at /10111e or abroad, i n  any p lace or p laces what­
dne to the former soever, but presently dise111ploy t/,e same 1/l{/Jl, and take away such 
�;h�\0(, 11�

1�� such work from h im,  i f  any such delivery were, to t/1e intmt !lte said 
�'

;a
:\,�";;�f;',:�ed former master, wltidt so tmsted !tim and was so decei tfu l ly  deal t 

w,nclens, &c. ' wi thal, 111ay be fully satisfied, lie s/1(1/I forfeit, besides !lie /11/I debt of 
arrearage due to t!te former wor/wl{lster, s11c/1 ol/1er fl11e and pe11a//_,1• 
to the said Nlaster, Wardens, and Fel lowsh i p, to the use of the 
sa id Company as s!wll be adj11dged b_, 1 1 tl,c J11laster, J;f/ardms, a11d f11II 
Court of Assisia11/s. 

XL. 
�i�::,�;,�:'L. , to _ " ITEill, i t  is ordained, that i

j 
{///,)1 s11il, co11/rouersy, cl.is<1greernen l, 

arbi trate any discord, or /al/mg out, by or between a11y /Jro//1ers or freemen, of 
;�;��.11;�;:t"icl i the said Company, lw.ppm to <1r ise, grow, or be between or 
amongst the amongst any of them, otlter tlw11 debl or in poi11l of i11terest or freemen, properl_,1 1 that t/1e11 eaclt suit ,  clisagreen1ent, co11troverSJ', and falli11.._f; 

011t, s/wll be lllade /.:no7M to t/1e Master a11d Wardens of the sa id 
Company, or the iWasler, T/Varde11s, and Assisla11ts of the  said 
Company, for the t ime being, before such t ime as sm't in !mu /Jc 
co111111e1tced and begun by and betwee11 t!te111, upon pain to /01/eil 

who "·i l fu l ly for every one 11· i l fu l ly refusing, or contemning th is  order, the sum 
��_:��:,

1;�;,•;�.�1\�t1 I  of forly sltill/113�,, lo tlte end //1(1/ t/1e Jllfaslcr r.11d I /lardms 711(1) '  
forfe i t  4os. endeavo1tr to lllal:e peace and love between t/1elll, a11d i/1ereby preven/ 

suits in law, 1/ it so lllO)' be. 

XLI . 
�J;� ,�\'.'.''.�:·:, �;'�0 " Irn111, i t  is also ordered, that zf it happen the Ass istants of the 
Assista,;ts, a t  the said Com pany be sent for b)' !lie Master a11d \Vardens, for matters 
��'�:�11

1:1;�\�r�n a and causes, and otl,er t/1i11gs couceming the common pro fi t  of !lie 
court ; same, then it is ordai ned, they sh<1 l l  have and take six Assisla11ts, 

besides the J11faster and 011e of t!te H/ardem al t/1c least, for the 
�.�1����e��·t0 redressing and ordering of such n1atters, causes, and do�1b t �, 
pass but in open as before them shall be al leged and shewed ; and also 1l 1 s  
��:;;;\·t�•��,��L. ror ordained, //!{It no grant or gi ft pass  under  the ir  common se:i. 1 ,  
���;rn"�-

t�c
(
����

I - (or term Of years Or term Of l ife, fO {1//jl persOll Or r�ersons,_ nor 
i ng .  and the  acts Judgment, nor sentence, pass u11der t!1e same seal, without 1 t  be 
�:,i:0i,�'J ��\t cd clone i n  open court, wl1ere the said Master, Wardens, and 

Assistants, accordi11g lo tlte n11mber aforesaid, sh:i. 1 1  be present, or 
tl,e more part of //1e111, and consenting to the 5ame, u pon pain of 
every parl i cubr man so offending to  foifeit tm po1111ds to the said  
M:i.ster, \Varclens, :i.nd  Fel l ml'sh ip,  as often and  when  as such  c:i.sc 
shal l h:i.ppen, besides t!te disal!lmllillg of t!,c said ad or deed, :i.nd 
the same pain to be levied of the Master, \Varclens, ancl 1\ssistan ls 
doing the contrary, to the use of the said Company. 
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XLII .  " ITEM, to t/1e z"1de11t enormities rmd abuses i11 !lie trade ::i.fores::i.icl may �e the better fo1111d 011t mid reformed, it is further ordered, Forthe bct te, th::i.t 1t sha�l ::i.ncl rn::i.y be lawful to ::i.ncl . for !lt_e Jlfasler mid_ ;.���:-',11� 1
�t\b\\�es T Varde11s ot the same Cornp::i.ny, for the t i me be1 11g, or /-7(1o oj i11 the tra,Ie, t he t/1em, as also to and for such other person ::i.ncl persons whom :i�;�:t�,, �:'.� i ,war­they _s hall bringwith them, or i n  that behal f  ::i.ny w i :e authorize or �l��,"'.::, ;: 1�rll,C, ::i.ppornt, and will answer for, at all co11,•e111e11t tune ::i.ncl times &c. with i" ten hereafter, to enter and come into t!te l1011se, s/1op, 7(1!lrel1011se, or �;;}!e%-�:;\�ity, workiug- lwuse, sel l ers, sollars, or other plac� _or places,. of a11y '.'.'.�',\"i\'/;'.'�);,\hc persou or persons whatsoever, uslllg or exerc1s111g, or wl1Zcl1 slwll making� and 11se 01: e:xerqise t!te Trade, Art, or  lVIystery of Clockm:1k in1?;, within ��,i�\i�r.����;?r, the city of London, l tbert1es and suburbs thereof, or w 1 th 1 11 ten wares decei t f'l l l ly mile� compass o[ the s::i.me, to searclt, surz 1q, a11d view t!1e �;;·i\\t1,'���i�,� Y  mak.111g a11d worklllg of any wares o r  rnerch:1ncl1zes, o r  other wmi.·s ,llchsearch tu belo11gi11g to tl1e Trade, Art, or Mystery of C lockrnaking, witlw11t fot fe,, 51· the l1iudrance or interruption of s11dt person or persons to whom the s::i.ic! shops, warehouses, workhouses, or rooms afores::i.icl ,  do :..ppertain, a11d all tl1ings found by them deeeitfrll_y and im4Jicientl) ' wro11gld, to lake, carry away, and after suffici ent trial to deface, :..ncl that eve1) 1 011e ref11si11g and !tz'nderi11g sttc!t view rr11d searc/1 to be made as afores::i.id, shall Jo1feit and pay to the said Master, Wardens, and Fellowsh ip, to the use of the said Company, the sum of jii•e pounds. 

XLIII. " ITEM ,  it is ordained, that 110 person whatsoever, being once No fi·cc,mn shal l  made free of the said Art or Mystery, sltall wit/101!1 hcence of the ;;;;:i'/t'�'e���;.1• ill/aster, /Vrrrdens, and Assistants of the s::i.icl Company for the anot her 1 11 1dcr t i m e  being, or the greater part of  them clw11ge or lea'i•e l1is l'.�11���i;,i�,�01
· Company to be free of a11ot/1er Fellowsh ip or Company, upon pai n  �:�i�1r°�1rr,tie ';'.'i"i'�c of jutjeiture of twenty po11nds, except he change h i s  copy by c it y. re::i.son of h is election i nto any head or ch ief office in London. 

X LIV. " lTEM ,  that if a11y app1·e11 lice s/wl! misbelwz 1e /1imse!f towards /1/s D isorderl y and master or m istress, or that he s hal l be of  a rude behaviour, tb::i.t �;��';'j���,!� t�· t he persuas ion o�- reasonable correct_ion of !1 is rn::i.st�r or m istress :1:tit� 1��;��\r­w t l l  not cause h im to reform h is rn 1sbehav1our, or 1f he shal l be dens, &c. ond on any drunbrcl , haunter of ta\·erns, a le:l10 uses, bowl ing-alleys, g���1
;�� ;��1�i;;�. or other lewJ suspected places, or evi l com pany, or houses 111e 1 1 1 ; where unlawfu l games shall be used, or gamester, d icer, or runneraway, or shall be out  of his master or mistress's house w i thout his or her privity, or shal l be an enticer of other men's servants to the l ike ; h e  s ;,al[ be brough t to the  hall ' of the said Company by his said master or mistress, �ncl there these or such like notorious faults j us tl y  proved agarnst him, at or before the said Jllfaster, T Virnie11s, a11d //ssisla11ls, //1c party su ojfe11di11g s//(/1! recei?•e s11c!t ro11digu p1111is/1111c11/ as s/wll be reaso11able a111/ sttitable to ltis oj/e11ce, by corpor::i.l penance, or otherwise, in presence of the  :Master or some of the  Wardens, and s ix  of t he  Assistants of the Corn lmny, at the  l east, 



4 0  T H E  CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. ;f,�sfik0�'ic?i;f�1;�c and for a�1y h is seco11d o_ffmce,_ or oi:tener offending, bein� prove�, 
men,; and ,mybe as aforesaid, he shall be purnshed rn like sort as aforesaid, and 1t 
i�'i;�'.:�

c1
h?�s�-���c1 shall be and rest in the power of the Jlfasler, Warde11s, mid 

dam, Assistants, to order and publ ish him disabled, and he shall from thenceforth stand, and for ever be disabled and barred to demand, enjoy, or have his freedom of this Society ; or if mtJ' sen 1i11g 
any jol!rneyman Journeyman, or hired servant, s!tall ojfe11d in a11y t/1e like ki11ds �,��1(rs�l��;�1�1° and degrees afo�·esaicl, and the san1e being proved against h i 1n 8-t 
shall under�o ' a Court of Assistants, in like sort aforesaid, lie s/10/l satisfy and 
���

1
�1ii��

l
���ir,l l undergo S1tclt reasonable pecm1imy pellalties as by the said J11aster, l'.1\,'.'."fvf,';�� ff\10 TVardem, mtd Assistants shall be imposed on h i m ; and if !1e _s/l{l// 

refllse to pay, he re.fuse or omit to satisfy the same,  he shall be and stand, (1f by 
ri',��:; �veo�\�i,�� '.��

d the said Jlfaster, TVimlem, a11d Ass/sta11ts, he shall be so ordered , )  
t he  trade. for ever after dismissed and debarred from using and working :it t/1e trade of C lockmaking. 

XLV. 
i\faste,· and War- " lTEi\I ,  i t  is ordained, if upon search hereafter made by the ��;;�h���·�1\1K 11£aster, Tf/ardens, and ..!lssista11ts, or �ny of then1 at any tinie, by 
��

1
ide

d

i��ci;?�;ent virtue of his Majesty's charter, any 11ts11Jidmt or decei(fitl Clocks, 
work made or 11/atches, Larums, or other works lo t/1e smd Trade, Art, or ��ft01����L°,r;�e, Tv[ystery, belo11gi11g, be made or put to sale shal l be .fo1111d,· then it 
�
1��'1."e:r t���t��i��� shall be lawful for tlte J)//aster, Wardens, mid Assistants to seize 

pay the fine upon t/1em, and after sufficient trial of the said insufficiencies or �';{c?isi�i,;i','�;tve deceits, to break s:1clt Clo�ks, Watches, or 1:,arurns, or other_ 7f lOri, 
shall be amended thereto appertamrng, 1f /11e par!_), so offenclrng s/l{l/l 110! desire to 
"nd be admitted to paJ 1 a 1wso1wu!e fine by the said  J}fasler, Warde11s, a11d Assista11ts, to be made and rateabl y  assessed, ,rh ich they �ft��':cti;;.���10�i'�d shall admit of on tlwt belwlj; so in such c'.'1-s_e, f/l{lf 110 S11cl1 Clod·, 
to sale, otherwise T,Vatclt, Lano11, or ot/1er 7C!Ork thereto pertarnmg, s/l{l/l be offered to i t shall be broken. be put to sale until it slta!l be mended and made s1'.(1icie11t in all things ; and that therefore the party so offending s/l{l// put iu security tlwt it slwl! not be sold be.fore it be 711Cllded, in all points, according to the order, direction, and appointment of the J1£aster, T:f/ardms, and Court of Asszstmtts ,· and t/1at t!te sa711e so a111e11ded sltal! not be sold or offered to be put to sale, before it be z 1z"ewed agaziz, and allowed of by the said JJ!fasler, TVardem, and Court of Assistants, or the major part of them, or else to be broken without any further view or order. 
And for the care " And it is also ordained, that in regard of the extroordinary care �i�''.vf,��1

5e��ry and pains to be taken in viewing and searching as aforesaid, e,·e1y 
member'shall pay partimlar person, 711e111bers of t/1e said _Fel/01C1s!1ip, s/l{l// jaJ' lo !l1e 
,id. quarterl

y
. said 11£asler, TYardms, and Assista11ts, the sum of .four-pe11te quarterly to the use of the said Fellowship. 

XLVI. 

�;�11��"�1'�,�!','.' " lTEl\I, whereas t/1ere /l{l//t .formerly bcm divers a11d great abuses 
than the names offered to divers expert and s11jjicie11t 1e 1ork111en in t/1e said A1i or or 1he_act ua l Trade of Cloc/ml{l/,i11g, as well hy i111}'orti11,!; from bqo11d t!te seas, as 
::������!'r:1g pu

t by making wit/tin !lie ua!m, fa11lty mid dered.f11l 7uork, upou 1c 1/1zd1 lwve been set t/1e 11a711es or marks o.f some ot/1er workmen w/10 made it 11ot, lo tlte discredit a11d disgrace of t/1em t/1e said 7Uronged 1uo1k men, 7( 1/tcrebJ• tlte ot/1ers dis/1011estJ• and rlereit is 11ot disco7•cred. 
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" It i s  therefore ordai ned, t/1at 1i1lt0soez-er hereafter s//{lll he fott1td 
by the J1£aster, T1Vardem, and Assistallts, of the } ellowsh ip  of whoe,·er shall 
Clockma_kers, or by any of  them, or their l awful  deputy or deputies, ;.�]f�i';L ,\��:tu , 
to //{lve tllljorted s11c!t wor/..; from beyond the seas, false/_; 1 111arked, or p1 1l ""l' name 
to sell or exchange by way of rnerchand i z ing, or to !1m 1e set a1ty ;:;�;;

e
�'�"�

l
�r'Lhc 

111mt'_s _name or mark 1tpo1t a11y 7(10r/..; made with i n  th i s  k i ngdom or }��'r'e;';
171�!'�0�:;�" 

domimon of \Vales, ot/1er t!/{/1t t/1e 1wi11e or 111ark of t/1e lrl!e maker to ,he k ing, and 
or .fi11ts!ter fltere�f, shal l fo1fed tl1e said work or wodts to the King's ��;1

���1;:i:�!'.c 01 
lVIaJesty, h i s  heirs and successors, and also be fined to the use of more or less ac­
the said Master, ·wardens, and FellO\\'sh ip of Clockmakers, for ��;?,; ';

g
o��,'.�" 

every tillle so (!flendi1tg, and for ez,ery piere of work 11"hich he or they offence. 
shall be found to offend in, the sum of forty s/11/l1i1gs, or ol!ter 
gnater or lesser s1t111, accordti1g to t/1e 11all!re and q ual i ty of t/1e said 
ojfe11ce, to be taxed by the Jlifaster, T Vardens, and Co/fr! of Ass1stmtls 
of the said Company. 

X LVIT. 
" ITEM, i t  i s  ordained, that 1/ ml)' person or persons whatsoe,·er, None b 1 1 t  adm i t ­

o ther  than a free l icensed and admitted Clockmaker, e i ther a :fi� 1 1\:��it";�1�t ' 
freeman, foreigner, denizen or stranger, or any other for �hem, �r �';;;,e�rt�7i:110 ,\hc by their means, go about t/1e s!Feels, hawk ing or proffering t/1ezr or wiLhin ten 
wares to sel\ fi.·olll s!top to _s!1op, or i n  any inn, OJ: any other J?la�e �;\�!� ;',�����; 
or places, w1th111 the l iberties and franch ises of th i s  city, or ,n th1 11 admitted Clock­
ten mi les compass thereof, (being made and wrough t within his ;��1\1��:�r'r��rci t -
1Iajesty's domin ions, or c�m1 ing from beyo1:d the seas) ot/1�r ll1a1t ;;��,\:;:s:i'i'�i,' ri'.:'.' lo a fi·ee Clockmaker, ad111rtled by t!te said Co111pm1J1, ::mcl be1 ng not as t l i e  Co11rt sh:i l l  
by the said Master and 'Nardens of the said Com pany sufficiently determi ne. 
al lowed of according to h is  Majesty's aforesaid l etters-patents, that 
t/1ereby !us Jlfajesty's subjects 111ay 1tot be deceived, shal l hereby fo1feit 
t/1e same to h i s  said Majesty, h is heirs and successors, accord i ng as 
is hereby set clown and proposed : a11d tl1e parties l!1e111seh1es, for 
their several contempts from time to t ime fined, as in t/1e discretion 
of t/1e Jl[aster, f!T/ardms, and Cottrt of Ass1sla11ls, or the  major part 
of them, from time to t ime, shall be though t ri t, accordi11g lo the 
quantity and qual i ty of t/1eir q//e11ces. 

X LV II I.  
" lTDr i t  is  ordained, ///{// all person a11d persons cl ll'e l l ing within Al l persons wha t ­

the c i ty �f London and the l i berties th ereof, or wi th in ten m i les �h�\�'.:t
e;�-i;h::,1 1 1:; 

compass, as wel l  within places pri\· i l eged and exempt as . not 
t'i11t'.;'o��v i t l i i n privi leged and exempt, free of the said Com pany, that dot/1, . or ,en m i les t l iereof, 

s//{l// use or exercise t/1e said A rl, Tmde, or 1llfysle1J 1, or any th Ing ��;;'.1 ,1�
e ��tc�::;: appertain ing thereunto, s!ta!I be conlrib1tlary and bear, and pay pany ,  

unto t/1e said Master, \Varclens, and Fell o"·sh ip  of Cloc/m/{l/..;ers, to 
the use aforesaid, all suc!t reaso11able s11111s of 111011eJ 1 as shal l be 

, thought good and reasonable, lo be assessed by the Jlfasler, T Vardc11s, 
and Assistants of the said Fel l owsh i p, or the more part of them for 
the t ime being, as wel l for !l1e affairs of Ins Jlifajes�)', l!tis /1011011r ­
ahle city, as also for any ot/1er !lii11.�· belongi11g lo l/1 15 Soliety, in such 
manner as ot/1er .Fi-ee111m of !lie said .Fello,os/11/J, a11d of ot/1er 
COlll.ja1ties of the said  ci �y, fron_1 t ime to time are (/1/rl s//{l// be 11 nclcnhc pc 11 : 1 I Ly c/1mged, accord ing to their abil 1 t 1 cs, upon pa i n  of fc11fe1!111'e of !en of JO!. 
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po1111ds to the s:1id J1£asl cr, TVarrlms, :1nd Assisla11!s, to the use of  
the s:1 id  Fel lowsh i p. 

X LI X .  

;ro�!:��:1 �,'.�\: 
be " IT EM, It is  ordered, that t/1e sm'd Comp:1ny or Fe!lo7!1sl11} s!tall 

four severa l lwve O11e s11hsta//,lial chest, wz/11, four se71eral locks !l1ere11po11, n 1dl1 
�f,\�i'b�,k�';;'.

i
�::ch four dijfere11t sc1 1eml keys to t/1e sa111e : wh ich chest shall  st:1nd in 

effects as are some convenient place appointed for the same ; wherein slwll be 
J'.�;�t:�1/��pt put all s11c/1 11/0//,ies, plate, jewels, /;oohs, a11d suc/1 Ith treas11re, :1s 
�:il:�r��asier, sh:11 1  belong to the sai d Comp:1ny or Fel lowsh ip ; which keys 
,vardcns. who shall be in t/1e ms!ody of !l1e :tvfaster a11d three \V;:irdens, every one 
;/;;:�, i:; ��111;0�; of  them to have a key ; so that t/1ey s!tall all fo11r of tl1e111 /11, perso11 
1ogc1her0pen ,he togetl1er, g-o lo t/1e said c/1esl, :1nd open the s:1me when and so 
�7,'�'.0;,�'.'�,'.'�:rec often as there shall  be occ:ision to  put :iny thing therein, or to 
of them alone. t : ike any th i ng forth of the same ; and uot O11e, two, or !!tree of t!te111 

lo !1rme all tl1e hqs ; neither to go alo11e to !l1e said cites/ about the 
occ:1sions :1foresaid ,  but all fo11r, 1llfaster a11d TVarde11s. lo go 
tog-el!ter,· and if i t  happen any t/1e said Jllfaster or T Varde11s to he 
sic!.-, or out of tow11, or lo lwve a11y otlter lmcf11l /111siuess, that t/1e 
sa111e J)lfaster or TVarrlm s!tall appoint one of the  ancientest th:1t 
bath been Master or \V;:irden before, to lal.·e /n's /.:q, and in  h i s  

��,��f);1��/&�. absence/or t/1at ti111e, lo go a11d !1elp to ll1e opc11i11g of llte c/1est to  
the occ:1sions a foresaid. 

Recital of abuses 
by ev i l -disposed 
persons. 

L. 
" ITEM, where di71ers of the 11.obility th emselves :ittending h i s  royal 

majesty :it court, and elsewhere, as also rfi7 1ers o!l1ers in the l ike k ind, 
a11d not 011ly t/1q, b11t di7 1ers ot/1er persO//,S of q71ali�y, both of the 
c i ty and country, many t imes, by the b:1d condit ion o f  i l l -disposed 
persons, by way of purlo in ing, or plain felonious steal ing, t:iking, 
or other ind irect embezzling from such noble and right honourable 
personages, and the rest :1s afores:i id, h:ive and may, from t ime 
to  time, lose all sorts of TVatc/1es, Clods, Lam111s, Cases, Dials, 
J)lfatl1ematiml-Imtnom1tls, and s11clt ot/1er co111111odities, hei11g wnmg/1! 
a//,d sold hy tlte Iviaster, \�'ardens, :ind Assistants, a11d t/1e wl1ole 
body of the said Co111pmt)', or by some of them detained, or by any 
other : 

St0leu work " AND whereas by common experience it hath been h eretofore 
��ci�1,1:\'.�t1�'.c1 foun_d by those, that i t  hath ple:ised his l VIajesty to m:1ke, in  h i s  

t�;,t��-'i ,�\1;�"
0 g�·ac1ous letters-patents, !\faster, _ "\Varden_s, an? Assist:ints, _ t)iat 

names and marks di vers watches that have, from tnne to time, 1 11 such purlornmg 
�1i'��.��1

r�
he and felonious manner been boughtji·o111 and by s11ch se7•eral perso11s 

wlto, after their  purloining and false taking as aforesaid, l1a,·e 
delivered t!1e sa111e to so111e l Vorlw1e1t co111i11g-Jro111 foreig//, parts, ;:ind 
others w/10 haz,e sold t!te sa111e to some goldsmith,  broker, or 
others, and lwz 1e, /;_v altering t/1e 11m11es, and otl1er partim!ar parts 
or 111arhs of the said work, defaced a11d ohsmred t/1e sa111e, whereby 
the s:ime might not be known, either from what p:irty the s;:ime 
was so stolen or purlo ined, or who made i t ,  th:1t the p:irties them-

Master and  War­
dens m:1y sc:1rch 
i n  :1ny pbcc 

selves m ight not be :ipprehended : 
" B E it therefore ordained h ereby, for prevent ion of the l ike 

abuses hereafter, that it shall :ind m:iy be l awful to :ind for the 
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iV/aster and T1Vardens of the s:iid Company of Clockrnakers, or whatsoever_, for 
aliy two �f tltem, their or any two sufficient deputies allowed �;,'.�;11��,'.�1���n by the said Master and \Vardens, by and with a full Court of so stolen , so that Assistants, or the major part of them, to make and take diligent ��°cfi����1;,1!,;:'"Y :view, Searc!t, Inqu iry, and Oversight, i1t all places suspicious, and ��'.1t�:1��f.�:�eved rn all and every the houses, shops, warehouses, work.mg-houses, redress. cellars, sollars, place or places, of any person or persons whatsoever, eitl1er of Clock11takers, goldsmiths, brokers, or a11y o!l1er 
wl1atsoever, whereby, by their true search, care, and oversight, as aforesaid, t!te same wicked aud evil actors al/.d offenders may be 
rooted out and reformed, and his Majesty's true and lawful subjects, in  such case and cases, righted and relieved. 

LI. " ITEill, where, in the fi fteenth ordinance made it i s  ordained, Fifteenth byc­
tltat 1to11e !tereafter ad11titted to be a b1 ot/1er of tltis society, sltall !ah �n,1it',;'t;� 11���� 
t� !ti11tself any apprentice or apprentices, b/lt first _ to liaz•e leave 011d �i�:,0��,7�i�1;,',\r 
ltcmce of t!te JV/aster, T Vardens and Co11rt of Asststmtls, or tl1e 111ore Assistan t may 

part of t!te11t, and tl1en to !1az•e but om until lie sliall bear office flf ;����;;t;-:fi;,'��'t 
TVardm or Assistal/.t of or i11 t!te said Co111pm1J1 ,· and after lie slial! 

be so called to be TVarden or Assista11t of tl1e said Compau)', 1wt 
to exceed t/1e 1m111ber of two at mt)' time wliatsoez•er,· now for:ismuch 
as tlte benefit of being admitted to be \Varden, or one of the Assistants, in 11ot paJ1i11g· the several Jines of admitta11ce 1";t/o t/1e clothing a11d to the pbce of ste11·ardship, will be of great advantage to the party or parties, so to be admitted W:irden or Ass istant : " BE it therefore ordained, that ez•e1y such parzy that shal l  be so Persons admitted 
admitted, before lie be called to tl1e c!otlti11,z, or hei11g- Steward, ;i:����,'\,�'r�;:­
sltal! pay to the :Master and Wardens of the said  Comp:iny, to the �1:1�� i :;�;;e,g�1,'� use of the sard Fel lowship  or Society, the sum of twenty po1111ds, cloth ing, or been and to the clerk thirteen shillings four-pence, and to the beadle !�e/��i'�:'/7

3
�%-, three shillings four-pence. beadle 3s. ,id. 

LII. " ITEM, it is also ordained, that 7l0 sen•a11t or apprentice that is ,  No apprent ice or liatlt 111t!awf1tl/_J•, without just and reasonab le  cause, departed ���; 1
0
�k ri'.n;,\:'.�-cl 

ji·om !us master, mistress, or dame, not having served the ful l  time self, or for h i re, of his or their Apprenticeship, or Term of Covenant, s!tall be ;;;:0/li',�/� ,��: ved 
admitted lo wod: for !timseif, or witlt any J1£aster, before s11c!t ti111e his f1 1 1 1 ume. 
tlwt !lte sad serva11t or Apprel/.lice liat/1 f11lly accompli"s/1ed ltis Time or Term of his or their Apprenticeship as aforesaid, a11d giz•m 
contel/.t to !tts said 111.aster, J1!fistress, or dm11e, their or any of their Executors, Adm inistrators, or Assigns ; A11d thei r  Departure sh:1 1 1  u 11 1a""r11 1 , be reg _i;:;tered in tl1 e  Common Hall of the said Company, upon a ;��,i���','��1 .to be Court-Day, before the MASTI,R, YVAR DENS, and CouRT of . ASS I STANTS, or the major part of them, whereby Notice may be taken of such unlawful Departure as aforesaid ; that they thereby, may give no perm ission to any such Apprentice or .Apprentices, unlawfully �leparted, to work ; and tl1ose !!tat sltall SE'! all) ' .welt :o �;;:;��/'�,��,1� 1 1  
work, havmg been forewarned thereof, slia/1 pay _ to the sarcl 1 1 n lowf11Ily sha l l  
Jllfastcr, TVanle11s, a11rl .Fe//c17usl11)', to the Compan y's Use,  the sum forfe it l s-

l S  
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����t6!:,_sg�1 . of jive pouuds, to �he Clerk six shil l ings, eight pence, and to the Beadle two shill ings sixpence ;  And for his or their .fi1rt/1er Ojfeiire And ror rnnher in that degree, from time to time, to be jurtl,er pu11islied, according 
r,;;�:��� ;�,;i:hed to the discretion of the MASTER, w AR.DENS, and COURT of ASSISTANTS, or the major Part of them, until he or they leave off ��1�;1���, i\'.;1;1;:- i r  setting any such unlawful Servant to �ork. And tlwt Scrzia_nt so employers, sha l l  unlawfully departed, 1ze7•er to /1rme the Benefit, Freedo1J1, or Liberty ::� 1�: t'.1;�'.1'���'. to work for himself,_ or for or with anr other, 7111/il s_uch time as un t i l their former t/1e said Jliaster, J11zstress, or Dame, their or any of their Executors, 
��;J'.;�;'.,1��1;�" 1 1  Administors, or  Assigns, come in open Court as aforesaid, and �a��,c�:�';, i;�en there publicly acknowlefge sati:,fact,011 for Slfclt T,Vrong re�ei_ved, as ,6 pay 2s. 6d . formerl y ;  and for the Entry, to pay the Company t\\·o shi l lmgs, to 
���t1;';c1 . the Clerk twelve pence, and to the Beadle four pence. 
To prevent abu­
ses i n  the trade 
through insuf ­
licient workmen, 
:rnd that every 
:1pprenticc th:1t 
shal l  be bound, 
m:iy become :1 
true Ar1isr ,  

LUI. " ITEM, whereas, of late, 11w11J' Abllses l1rme crept up by bad a11d 
i1w(fficient H/orkmen, that have no true knowledge in the finishing any 1Vork they take in hand, whereby it may prove saleable, and no deceit used to the Subject, and especially those that should have been instructed by them, JVow t/1erefore to tlie eud t/iat all 
and eZJe7]' Apprentice and Appre11 tices lierea.f!er, tlwt slia/l become 
bound to any Person or Fersolls 7u/wtsoe1. 1er 11si11g t/1e Art, Trade, 
or J11yste1y, of a professed Cloc/.:mal:er, 1/W)' in t1i11e berome a·; tl'ue 
Artist in tlte said Trade and Profession of a Clockmaker, after t/1e 
f/(ll expiration of tlieir term. �s��itl�!'X�'; " BE i't lterebJ 1 ordai11ed, t/wt nmy Person or Persons whatsoeYer w ith in the l im its using, or tltat hereafter slwll use tlte Trade, Art, and :Mystery of �ii,'.hi�,S�a;;�:h Clockmaking, within the City of London, Liberties, and Suburbs his Apprent ice thereof, or within Ten lVIiles compass, according to the Letters \�};<l���r";;, \�s Patent of Incorporation, slwll hereafter leac/1 a11d i11slmct la's said house) the whole Apprentice and Apprentices in such manner and form as t/1cir 

;�t;; i't� ;;;�t
c1 Predecessors formerly liave done, wlud1 is to keep daily a11d duly ltim 

�:;t�,'ie�� with and tltem ill ltis I-£�use, and tl,e�·e, by ltimself or !tis s1c!ficie11t Credit. Journeyman, teaclt or mstruct t/1em m t!te 111akmg of Cases or Boxes 
of Silver or Brass, and lz'kewise t/1e sez,eml Springs be!o11gi11g to a 
H7atcl,, Clock, or Lant111, a11d !z'kewise all oilier particular a71d 

pemliar tlti11gs /Jelo11gi11g to welt H7atcltes, Clocks, Larm11s, .klat/1e­
matical I11sln1111e1ds, and Su11-Dials, liis or tlteir said Jliasler sltall 
leac/1 mid i11sfrl(ct t/1em in ; to the end they may, in time, make up their Masterpiece with sufficiency of credit, and truly understand both the beginning and ending of their Work, from time to time, None to buy the which they sliall take in hand. And 11one to buy 011)' Boxes, Cases, ���e���1�;�1i1;,sed Spri11gs, or otlterwise, but _of Slfclt a professed and al l?wed Cloc/,­Clockmoker or maker, or such other sufficient \Vorkrnan, as by the said lVLI\.STER, �1/�c:�;�e�Vork - 1•\T,\R DENS, and COURT of ASSI STANTS, or the major Part of them, penalty 01 £5. shall be thought fit and allowed of, and as is hereby set down, whereby the sufficiency and true goodness thereof may be known, 
upon Pe11alty for t!te first ()_!fe11ce, to pay the Master and 1Vardens, to the use of the Company, jive pol(11ds, or such other reasonable penalty, as by the MASTER ,  \VARDENS, and Comn of ASS ISTANTS, of  the s:iid Company, or the greater Part of them (whereof the Master and one of the Wardens for the t ime being, to be two) 



T H E  CLOCIOIAKERS' CO:-I PAKY. 45 shall be thought meet, according to the nature and quality of the Offence ; Aud for t/1e sero11d O.ffe11ce, suc/1 Fi11e or ot/1er P1111is/1111,:11t, and for the f!Ccordi7lg- _to th� quantity and quality of t/1eir O/fence or Ojfe111:cs, ns ��t�fi"�1t1�!0Nt�:,as 111 the d1scret1ons of the IVL\STER, 1\TARDENS, and COURT of the Court may ASSISTANTS, or the major Part of them (whereof the l\ fa.ster ::rnd determrne. one of the 1\Tardens for the time being, to be t,rn), s/1(111 /Jc ll1011gl1I 
fit. LIV. " lTDr, to t/1e end i'. shall appear 10/wt Oath and Oaths, e,'el)' �c1';�;);if;�0�:tcr. Person and Persons which shall become Alfnsler or TV{lrdms, or of Warden , .-\ssisi ­th� Ass£sta11ts or_Liue1J 1, or (/ Free111a11 of this Company, Fellmr- }�-�eti�-,�:·i� lerk ,  slup, or Frater111ty, or the Clerk, Beadle, or Be{ldles, of this or Beadle, sl1'1 1 Fellowship, a11d e,•uy Pei-so1t at any time to be {l/lo,ued lo 7, 1orl.' �:�� i :��.Oa1hs {IS .:,ervmzts to any of this Fello,rship, or w/t/11i1 llteir Go,•em11te1t!, slwll take, or enter into ; " .It is ordered a1td ordmi1ed, tlwt they and every of them, shal l and also the Oath severally take such several Oaths as are here respecti,·cly set dmrn, s;1 1;,�i,;�;'j/"'1 and the Oath of loyalty and supremacy to the K ing's Majesty, hi s Heirs and Successors, according to the La11·s of th is Realm, as they now be, or hereafter shall be, pro,·icled. 

LV. " lTDr, e1 1ery .1Jlfaster or H/ardm agreed upon, in sort as aforesaid, to be Master and ,Varden for the succeeding Year, lo 1(1/.'e Oal/1 /Jefore tl1e a11cient J1£aster, and bot/1 or one of llte TVa;-de11s a11d Co11rt of Assisla1tls, in this sort ensuing, Yiz. " You shall be true to our So,·ereian Lord the Kinrr and to his The  Oat h to be I--Ieirs and Successors, you shall encle�\-our yourselves fi1e best you �:�=�nb1�1�1�-i�
1;�·c1 can, whilst you continue in the Office whereunto you are now ���s��11/b)�;;· chosen, justly and indifferently to execute, and cause to be "·hom. executed, your Offices in every respect, and to put in clue execution all the good and lawful Laws and Ordinances in the Book of Ordinances expressed and contained, without assessing or punishing any Person for envy, hatred, or malice, or sparing any Person for reward, meed, dread, favor, or affection : And of all and e,·ery such Goods, Plate, J e,Yels, Sums of ?vioney, or any other thing or things, that, by reason of your said Office, shall come to your hands, charge, and custody, you shall, according to the Ordinances made touching the same, yield and make a good, true, and plain Account within convenient time, after you shall be thereunto required by the :Master and Wardens of the Company and Fellow-ship for the time being ; or else you shall pay your Fines according to the same Ordinances. So H E LP vou GoD. 

LVI. " ITEM, //1e Oal/1 of ez-ery 07/e c/1ose11 from I/me lo li111e of l!tc Assisla11ls, lo be taken bejoFe l!1e JJfasler, a7!d all or 011e of ll1e TVardem a11d Court of Assisla11ts, to the effect ensuing, ,·iz. . . . The Oath 10 be · ' You shall s"·ear to be true to our SO\·ere1gn Lord the K mg, his taken by c,·ery Heirs and Successors ; you shall assist the i\laster and Wardens of ��'�'\�;\�:1_0��,':1 an this Fello\\·ship of Clockmakers for the t ime being, in their Rule bero,e " lw1 11 • 
E 2 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' CO:.I PANY. and Government of the said Fellowship, so long as you shall continue one of the Assistants, with your best and soundest advice : and shall endeavour yourselves, to the utmost of your skil l and knowledge, justly and indifferently to execute your said P lace :me! Office in every respect ; and to put in due execution all the good and lawful Ordinances of this Society, contained, and \Yhich shall be expressed and contained, in the Book of Ordinances, without punishing or assessing any Person for envy, hatred, or malice, or sparing of any Person for love, fear, dread, favor, or affection, or for reward, or for hope or promise of reward. So 1 -1 ELP You GoD. 
LVI I. " ITEM, tl1e Oat!t of cve1y one of t!te Livery to be taken i11 sort 

aforesaid, and to the effect ensuing, viz. 
;\t!,?�'.�1 ��'�is- . " You shall swear to be true to our Sovereign Lord the King, his 
sion to the Livery Heirs and Successors ; and that you shall perform and obey a l l  that to you appertaineth to be clone, by the true meaning of this Book of Orclinarices of this Society, and be honest for you to perform, and approved or w:1rranted by the L:1ws of this Realm. So HELP vou G o D. 

The Oath to be 
taken by every 
person cho�en Auditor. 

The Oath to be 
taken by the Clerk. 

LVIII. " ITEol, w!1eu WI)' of !lie saz'd Liveiy of tl1is Sodet_y s!tall be at mlJ' 
lime c!wsm and appointed, accordi11g to tl1c saz'd Boo!.: of Ordi11a11ces, 
lo lie Aitddor for a11y acco11nts or rcckoni11r;s to11c!u'ug t!tz's Fellows!11p, to be passed or taken by or from any Master, 'v\Tardens, or others, he s!wll take Oat!t in sort aforesaid, to the e ffect ensuing, viz. " You shall faithful ly, and to the best of your ski l l  and knowledge, hear and examine al l such Accounts and reckonings, which by any Person or Persons shall be made and offered, in any wise touching or concerning the Affairs of this Fel lowship or Company ; and the same accounts and reckonings so by you heard and examined, shal l  deliver up in writing under your hand, to the Master, Wardens, and Assistants, of this Fellowship or Society for the t ime being, upon reasonable request to you made, and at such time as the Master and 'v\T:uclens for the time being shall appoint, with your al lowance and disallowance of the said account : you shall not allow any thing for love or favor, nor disal low any thing for hatred, or malice ; but sha l l  justly and indifferently hear and examine the same account, so near as Goel wil l give you Grace. So HELP YOU GoD. LIX. " lTE:\I, t!mt tile Clerk of tl1e Fellowsl11p s!wll take !tz's Oatlt i71 
1/lanner and lo tl1e t!/fect !tere ensuz'11g, viz. " You shall be true to our Sovereign Lord the King's T viajesty, and his Heirs and Successors, and to the Jlfaster, H/ardem, and Fellow­
s!11:p of this Society ; and a l l  the commandments of the ]\faster and \Varclens of the same Fellowship, being lawful and honest, and touching and concerning the affairs and business of this Fellow-



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COM PANY.  ship, belonging to your Office, willingly you shall do and execute. True entries of a!l '.hings belonging to your Office, you shall make, without any partiality for favour or affection, lucre or gain, hatred, envy, or ma�ice wha�soever. You shall not wittingly or will ingly cl� or commit any thmg that may be hurtful and prejudicial to the said Jlfaster, vVardem, and Fellows/tip; but shall honestly, justly, ar�cl . truly execute your Office of Clerkship in all things apper­tarmng to the same, as the Clerk of the said Jlfaster, TVardem, and 
Fellows/tip of this Society ought to do, so long as you shall continue and be in the same Office, according to your best skill, po,,·er, and ability, without any partiality. So HELP YOU Gon. 

LX. '' lTEl\I, tlwt every one tlwt s!tall be, at a Court of Assistants, 
clt0sen and allowed to be a Beadle of t!tis Company, Fellows/1ip, or 
Society, sltall take !tis Oat!t to t!te effect !tere ensuiug, viz . 

4 7 

. " Yoy shall b� true to our Sovereign Lord the King's l\fajesty, ;:�t:not\i\� be hrs Heirs and Successors ; and obedient shall be to the Master Beadle .Y and Wardens of this Fellowship for the t ime being ; their com­mandments lawful and honest touching the affairs and business of this Fellowship, to the utmost of your power, willingly you shall do ; And generally you shall justly and truly do and execute all and every thing and things appertaining to the said Office, as the Beadle of the said Jlfaster, TVardens, and Fellows/1ip, ought  to do, to the utmost of your skil l ,  power, and ability, as long as you shall continue in the said Office, without any partial i ty whatsoever. So H ELP YOU Gon. 
LXI .  " ITEM, ez1ery o,te tlwt s!tall l1ereafter be  received to be  a Freeman 

or Brot!ter of t!tis Fellows/tip, slwll take tl1e Oat!t of S1tpre111acy, 
and likewise anot!ter Oat!t to t!te effect !tere emuing, viz. 

" You shall swear to be true to our Sovereign Lord the King's The OaLh ,o be Majesty, his Heirs and Successors, and at all t imes obedient to the '.���i��nt;�i,c l\!Iaster and Wardens of this Fellowship and Society, and their fellowship. Successors after them, in all honest and lawful things touching the affairs of this Fellowship. You shal l be ready at al l manner of Summons, and bear scot and lot in all manner of reasonable Contributions of, and to, this Fellowship ;  and the Fel lowship of the Co�rPANY of C LOCKMAKERS of the CrrY OF LONDON, you shal l ,  to the best of your skill, power, and abil ity, uphold and maintain. You shall not kno,1· nor suspect any manner of Meetings, Con-spiracies, Plots, and Devices against the King's Majesty, his Heirs or s�rc,essors, or the Government of this Fel lowship, but you shall the same, to the utmost of your power, let and h inder, and speedily disclose to the l\!J.aster or one of the \Vardens of this Society. And this City of London, and Fel lowship of Clock.-makers, you shall keep harmless, as much as in you lieth : also you shall be ready at all times to be at the Quarter Days, and every other Assembly, Matter, or Cause, that you sha ll. be warned or called unto for the affairs of this Fellowship ; unless you shall 



THE CLOCKl\IAKERS' COl\I PANY. have lawful and reasonable excuse in that behalf. And all other Ordinances of this Fellowship or Society, ratified according to the Laws of this Realm, or otherwise lawful for this Fellowship or Society to make and ordain, you shall, to the utmost of your power, well and truly submit yourself unto and keep. So HELP You Gon. LXII. " ITE�r, tliat foras11tuclt as it 11tay oftm lwppen, by reason of sic/mess or ot!ter 11ecessities, tlwt t/1e J1ifaster or T1Vardens of tlus Fellows/up or Society 11tay be absent, 
The i\Iaster and " IT zs ordaiued, That t/1e J1!faster or H/ardens of this Company, 
;���t;•� D��u ty U)' order of a c_ourt of Amslants, sl1r:ll lwve power to 111al�e a Deputy 
by approbation 111 any of thell" Places, for such t ime as shall be allowed at the 
��,'

1
;� ;;,�'�'.,�',i,ut said Court ; Aud tlwt all t!tings touching the Affairs or Ordinances 

/\II the l3yc 
Laws ratified 
1 1 th August 
1632, 8th Car:  
! SL. 

of this Company, w!tzdt slwll be done, by, to, or before, S1tclt Dep11ty, of any Master or ,Varden, (so as Sttclt Deputy s!tall !1ave ta/cm sttclt Oat/1, as is tliere before iu t!tt"s Book of Ordi71,auces, appozitled for t!te Master, or l1Vardens to take, the same Oath, being taken before the :Master and ·wardens, or any two of them and before the whole Court of Assistants, or the greater part of them) slwll be !teld in slate and case, as zj t/1e sa111e were in t!te presence of, or done, or exemted by, to or before, tl1e J1!faster or T1Varden l1i111selj, who shall have made or assigned such deputy without any quarrel, question, or exception to be made or moved, of, to, or upon the same. '' ALL w!ttdt Acts, Ordiuances, and Oat!ts, iu form aforespecified, al t/1e request of tlte said J}faster and f!T/ardem of t!te Company or Society of Clock11takers of t!te City of London, by aut/1ority of t/1c said Act of Parliament, H/e t/1e said C!wncellor, and Justices of eit/1er Bmclt aforesaid, for good, laudable, aud lawful Acts, Ordinances, and Oat!ts, do accept and ad11tit, and as 1mtdt as in us zs, ratify, laud and approz 1e by tltese presents,· In H/z"tness wltereof to t/11s present Book, we l1m·e subscribed our JVames and set to our Seals, t!te elevent!t day of August, in t/1e year of t/1e Reign of our Sovereign Lord Clwrles, by tlze Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, Fra11ce, and Ireland, t!te eig!tt!t ,· Awto Do111i11i, I6J2. " TH O. COVENTR YE. " THO. R YCHARDSON. " Ro. H EATH. " Examinar per me J ol1ern Page in Cur" Cancellar; Mag1;-1." 
Additional Bye-Law passed 4th April , 1 796 :­LXI I I. " lT��1, d is f1trtl1e1· ordained, tlwt if any Person of the said 

1\ 1 1 y l'reema 11 Fellowship, being so, as aforesaid, cltosen to be ef tl1e said Livny, ;-;;�t��cf"•i th011 t slwll (without any reaso_nable and sufficient cause, to be allowed 
,ufficicnt cause) and admitted by the said IVIASTER, ,VARDENS, and ASSISTANTS) 



THE CLOCKl\I AKElZS' COM PANY.  49 refuse to accept and (ake upon !1i111 to be of t!te said Lz�•e1) 1 , A:zd ;�k� [ 1��,C��, y sltall refuse to take, w1th111 fourteen clays next afte1 N ot1ce to hnn arte, bc,"g given of such his Election as aforesaid, Sl(c/t Oat/1, as by the 1:o__scn , to forfe i t  Ordinance in that behalf made, is appointed to be taken ; Tlwt 0 then, and in every such Case, every suclz Person so refusing, slwff .f01feit and pay " to, and for the use of, the said Jllfaster, T1Varde11s, and Fellows!tip, the sum of fiftem pounds, to be recovered by action of debt, or levied by distress. " WE !tave perused a11d do approve of, and allow t/1is Order, Rule, and Ordinance, to be om o.f t!te Orders, Rules, and Ordziiances of t!1e Company o.f CLOCK­� lAKERS  o.f t!te City of LONDON. " LOUGH BOROUGH. C. " KENYON. " J A. EYRE." 
The Bye- Laws were in accordance with custom sub­

m itted to the Cmirt of Aldermen, and by them ordered to be 
entered on Record, as is shevvn by the following entry on the i r  
M i nutes :-" 1 63 2. October uth. Whitmore .Mayor. ITEM : this clay upon a mocon made unto this Court for and in the behalfe of the Company or C lockrnakers lately incorporated it  is ordered by this Court that their ordinances be entered upon Record. " '  

The necessary prel iminaries havi ng thus been gone 
through, the several persons designated in the Charter as 
the first Master and \tVarclens of the Company, attended 
before the Lord M ayor and took the Oath of Office thereby 
prescribed. On the same clay, the 1 2 th October, 1 6 3 2 , 
the Assistants being summoned to attend, the first duly 
constituted Court of the Company was held, and as the 
proceedings at this and the subsequent Court M eetings 
are of considerable interest, they are given at length, as 
follows :- " Whittrnoore lVIaior. 

2 " At a Court holclen the 1 2th claye of October 1 6 3 2. present Davyd Ramsey Esquier Master. Frauncis Foreman 1 Henry Archer / J ohn Harris J ohn \Villow f \Vardens. Samuell Lynnaker Sampson Shelton J ohn Charlton Assistants  James Vaultrollier J ohn :Mydnall j · · · · John Smith Symon Bartram Edward East 
' 1'.epertory 46, ro l .  426 1 '· 2 Company's J ournal l .  
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l\Iaster and 
\\iardens sworn 
before ye Lord 
i\hyor. 

I ,o : Coventry Lo : Richardson Lo : Heath 
Clerk sworn . 

Co17i"on Prayer 
on Court dayes. 

� l r. Archer Deputy !llastcr. 

T HE CLOCKi\ IAKER�' COi\IPAN \·. " hEi\l : this daye the lVfaster and \Vardens above named having taken their Corporall Oathes before the R' Ho1,1c George Whittmore now Lord l VIaior of the Citty of London, according to his Ma'ics most gratious graunt of Incorporation did afterwards assemble themselves togeather, cal l inge before them the }vhole Assistants of  which such as are above named did appeare, And by vertue of their said Charter, and the Judges Ordinaunces of the Lawe, made by the R' ho 1
•1c the Lord Keeper and the two Lord Chief Justices on either bench the said Master and Wardens did their in Open Court give Thomas Copley their Clarke by Corporation his Oath according to the said ordinaunces, and after he was soe sworne he did likewise give Oath to the severall Assistants above named, who were also sworne accordingly. " This daye the Court  hath ordered, That at all Courts heereafter to be holden by the Master Wardens and Assistants of this Fellowshipp of Clockmakers, before the said Court begin their shalbe Common Prayers redd by the Clarke or some other free Brother of this Societie in his absence, to th'end such pro­ceedings as the Court shall (from tyme to tyme) take in hand, and what discourse either in privacy or publiquely the companie may mutual ly  have in love and Brotherhood may be all dorm in the feare of God and sincerity of hert. " This daye the Court hath elected l VIr. Henry Archer as Deputy J\!Iaster untill 1\fr. Davyd Ramsey returned forth of the Country or untill his opportune occations fitt him to take the same place upon him againe. " 

1 " At a Court holden the 1 6th of October 1 63 2 .  present Henry Archer Deputy Master. J,ohn Will�w } \Vardens. Sampson Shelton James Vaultrollier T ohn Smith i:;-rauncis Foreman 
J ohn Harris 1 Richard l VIorgan Samuell Lynaker John Charlton Assistants. ·r ohn Middnall 

I
' Symon Bartram Edward East ) 

A 1 1 1d or submis- " lVI c1 \Vee whose names are hereunder written have publiquely 
�ii:,'11�0e{�

1
�:;c1i- here read in open Court His Ma'•cs Charter of  Incorporation 

charter graunted to the C lockmakers of London and elswhere within His Ma'ics Dominions, As also the Judges Ordinaunces of the Lawe, by which said Charter wee being all of us Incorporated i nto a Brotherhnod as well Free as Forreyne, And by vertue therof enjoyned to submit ourselves to be under that govour­rnent, have with a willing :1ncl free consent submitted our­selves to the same accordingly the d.1ye and yeare first above written. 
' Company's Journal I .  



T H E  C LOClOL.\K ERS'  COi\I PAJ\ \" . " The particular names of those that did this clay subscribe, viz. :­Henry Archer Deputy Master. John Harris John Willow 1 'IV Richard ·Morgan Sampson Shelton f · arclens. Samuell Lynaker James Vaultrollier J ohn Charlton Frauncis Foreman John Miclclnall John Smith Symon Bartram Edward East William Daniell T ohn Droeshout .Edmund Gillpin Lewes Cooke 

) 

j 
Assist:mts. 

Robert Rothwoocl Thomas Holland Thomas Dawson John Brooke Onisipherus Beldon Symon Hackett Pierry Hue John Walker his mark x Thomas Reead Oswald Durant Richard Child Thomas Shepheard Josias Cuper Thomas Alcock Davyd Backquett Ely Valant Robt Grinkin Thomas Howse William Petit John Burgis 

Edward Okeham Thomas V/ard Thomas Lambe George Clarke Robt Holloway John Bullby John x Bull his mark ·william Daniell Richard Jackson Richard _ x Lord his mark Daniell Saunders. 

5 1  

" I1;M : forasmuch as it hath pleased his_ l\fa'ic out of h�s ��'.ni;��,;:ii •. prerogative Royall to graunt to this fellowsh1pp power by his Charter of Incorporation to admitt such Bretheren as by vertue of the same ought to be subject to the orders, rule and govournment of the said Companie. Now this claye the Master V\fardens and Assistants according to the marginall directions of the now Lord Keeper signified by his hand in the booke of ordinaunces of the Lawe have hereby ordered that what person or persons shalbe hereafter thought fitt to be allowed of and admitted into this Society shall pay such Fees as hereafter enseweth viz" " Impr irnis to pay noe Fees to the Companie but to be admitted gratis. " Inr : to the Clarke for entring of every Freeman 2s  and to the Beadle Scl and for every Forreigner 3s and to the Beadle 1 2d. " At a Court holclen on the 23 of October 1 6 32  the Deputy Master together with his ·wardens and Assistants tooke the_ir Oathes of Brotherhood as the rest of the body of the Compa111 e  have donne formerly ."  
The newly incorporated body, notwithstanding the favou r 

shewn them by the K ing and the Court of Aldermen, seem 



5 2  T H E  CLOC K M A K E RS' CO.\I PANV. 
soon to have incurred the d ispleasure of the Blacksmiths, 
some of whose Members and Office-bearers were found 
taking prominent positions in the new Company, accordingly 
they determined to peti tion the Court of Aldermen against 
them, as the undermentioned order shows :-" At a Court of Assistants of the Blacksmiths' Company held on the r st November 1 6 3 2 .  " This daie i t  i s  Ordered that y e  Clarke shall draw a Peticon t o  ye Lord Mayor & Courte (of Aldermen) to shew the Clockmakers that are. made free into ye \Voodrnongers to bee disfranchised and ye Clockmakers to p1duce their Charters and ye Clark to be paid ' for what he shall do therein." 0 

Their Petition was accordingly presented to the Court of 
Aldermen in  the following J anuary, and by them referred to 
a Committee for consideration in  these terms :-

" 1 6 3 2 -3". 8 Charles I. January 22.  Raynton Maior. ITEM : this clay upon reading of a peticon exhibited in the name of the Wardens and Assistantes of the Company of Blacksmithes London whereby they shewe that the C lockmakers have lately obteyned a C IHc of incorporation to the great pliudice of the peticoners who humbly desire that they may sue the recognizances of such as being Clockrnakers by trade are made free of other Companys, It is thought fitt and soe ordered by this Court that Ivir. Recorder, Mr. Aldrnn Cl itherowe, Mr. Aldriin Fen and S' Morrice Abbott Knight and Aldriin and Mr. Stone or any three or more of them shall peruse the said Chrc and ordinances confirmed to the said Clockmakers, and examine how and in what manner the same were procured and take consideracon thereof as alsoe what is fitt to be done for releife of the peticoners in what they have desired as aforesaid, And certifie unto this Court in writing under their hands how they finde the same and their opinions." 3 

Before the Committee had made a Report, a second 
Petition from the Blacksmiths ·was presented, and permission 
was given them to put i n  suit the recognizances of such 
Clockmakers as had become free i n  other Companies. At  a 
subsequent Court of Aldermen, held two clays afterwards, 
a counter-petition was submitted by the Clockmakers, i n  
which reference is  made t o  the fact, that some of the trade 
(probably after the negociations of I 6 2 8  with the Blacksmiths 

1 Entry among receipts and payments. 
27 Nov. 1632. Spente at Guildhal l  about ye Clockmakcrs 2 2 o 1 5  J an. 1 632-3. Spent at Guildhall about ye Clockmakers I o o 

Extract from Minute Book of Blacksmiths' Company. Vol. V. 
3 Repertory 47, fol .  98\J, 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' CO;sl PANY. 5 3 

had fallen through) had become M embers of the \i\Toodmongers' 
Company, and the Court of Aldermen thereupon withdrew 
their sanction to the Blacksmiths to commence hostile pro­
ceedings pending the report of the Committee .  " 1 632 -3 .  8th Charles I. February 2 6 .  Raynton Mayor. lTE�r : this day upon the humble peticon of the ·wardens and Assistants of the Company of Blacksmithes London It is thought fitt and soe ordered by thi s  Court that lVIr. Recorder, Sir Robert Ducie Knight and Baronett Sir George Whitmore Knight and Aldran lVIr. Aldran Freeman Mr. Alclrn.n Clitherowe Ivir. Alclran Fen Sir lVIorris Abbott Knight and Alclran and Mr. Stone or any five or more of them shall J_?use and consider of the Chre of late obteyned by the Clockmakers and of their ordinances, as also of the first draught of the said Clue allowed by some of the said Comittes who formerly certi fied their opinions unto this Court touching the same, And examine whether any alteracon or addicon hath bine made thereunto since it was 12used and allowed of by the said former Comittees and what prejudice is thereby likely to happen unto the said peticoners, And consider what is fitt to be clone for their reliefe, And the said Cornittees to certifie unto this Court in writing under their hands how they finde the same and their doings and opinions. And this Court cloth give lil5ty unto the said peticoners to put in suite the Recognizances of such Clockrnakers by trade as are not free of the Blacksrnithes but have obteyned their free­dome of this City by redempcon of other Companys." ' " 1 63 2-3 .  8th Charles I. February 28 .  Raynton Mayor. ITEM : this day upon the humble Peticon of the Company of Clockmakers London it is ordered by this Court that the Company of Blacksrnithes shal l forbeare to put in suite the Recognizances of such Clockmakers by trade as are free of the Company of Woodmongers untill the Comittees lately appoynted by this Court to heare the differences betweene the said Company of Blacksmithes and Company of Clockrnakers have made Certificate unto this Court of their ]9ceeclings and opinions touching the same. And soe as the said Clockrnakers doe plnte unto the said Com ittees the first draught of their Chre wch is now in question betweene them and the Blacksmithes." 0 

The Records of the Court of Aldermen do not contain 
any evidence that the subject was further pursued before 
them by the Blacksmiths, but from the following entries 
taken from their Records, i t  will be seen that they took 
proceedings in  the Exchequer Court against several M em­
bers of  the Clockmakers' Company-Drake, Archer and 
others. " At a Court of Assistants of the Blacksmiths' Company held on the 1 0th October, 1 633. 

' Repertory 47, fol. 1 38b- 0 Repertory 47, fol .  1 42b. 



54  THE CLOCKMAKERS' COM PANY .  " This daie i t  is ordered that ye  Clockmakers shalbe forthwith cJ)Ceeded against in the Exchequer and that the Clerk shall take care in the followinge and ,psecucon thereof. ' " Book of receipts and payments of the Blacksmiths' Company, 1 6 3 1  t o  1 633 :-" Paid to Nir. Mosse for his advise to goe unto the Ccurt of Aldermen about our petition to disin-franchise 3 Clockmakers . x' " Paid :Mr. Mosse and Mr. Clarke for going unto ye Court about ye same vj' vi ij '1 " Paid Mr. Clarke in y0 suite against ye Clockmakers Archer, and Drake . xlvj 5 vj'1 " Paid Mr. Tovie his fee in-ye Chequer iijs i i ij '1 " Paid Mr. Stone his fee . xx' " Paid Mr. Stone more xx' " Paid lVIr. Mosse for his paines thereon xxs " Paid to :Mr. Clarke for his paines iij ' i i ij "  " Paid to Mr .  Lentall his fee x' " 1 633- 1 6 3 5  " Received of the Clockrnakers for a composition i n  Drake's business vj 1 ' " Paid to lVIr. Recorder his fee against ye Clockmakers touching Drake's suite xls " To Mr. Marsh the Cities Solicitor for his paines in going to Mr. Attorney General and Mr. Recorder x' " To Mr. Attorney General for his fee in that suite . xl' " Paid the Clarke for his paines in John Drake's suite and against the Clockmakers upon ye Committee x lvij s ij'1 " Spent in attending lVIr. Attorney General and Mr. Recorder about Drake's business vjs viij "  " 1 633. November 5 .  This daie att a full Court itt was agreed that if  the Clockmakers would g ive £6 and a supper they spendinge xx5
· more att the supper than our Company, that then a peace shall be concluded for John Drake suite. " That the r 4 of November the Clockrnakers did agree to give us a supper, touchinge Drake business and Drake paid £vj which is afterwards accounted in the vVardens accompt as by the next accompt daie appeareth." 2 

' 1 633. October 17. 
Spente a l l  several! claies (upon the Clockmakers' business) &c. £2 16 10 Paid to Mr. Attorney his fee about the Clockmakcrs o o 

2 Extracts from Minute Book of Blacksmiths' Company. Vol. V. 
1633 -4. January 23. Account brought in by Mr. Vlarden i\ Iurron. Spent att a supper with the Clockmakers a t  tl1e ending of Jo. Drake business £2 



THE CLOCKlV[AKERS' COMPANY. 5 5  

I n  the year 1 6 3 5 the Clockmakers again addressed 
themselves to the Court of A ldermen, and after reciting 
their Charter, they set out the d ifficult ies under which they 
laboured, being freemen of other Companies, and they 
sought permission to bind their Apprentices to themselves, 
not through the i ntervention of the Companies of ·which they 
were free, but through the new Company of Clockmakers of 
which they were members. 

The Court thereupon referred the application to a Com­
mittee for consideration .  " 1 63 5 .  I I th Charles I .  October 2 2 .  Parkhurst lVIaior. ITEM : This day the Maister Wardens and Society of the Clockmakers in and about this Citty pferred unto this Court their humble peticon thereby intymating that i t  hath pleased his Ma'Y to incorporate the said peticoners thereby to inhable them the better to search and governe the workemen and workemanshipp belonging to the Arte of Clockmakers within this Ci tty and places adioyning and to pvent and reforrne the abuses therein comitted the which they are not hable to doe in regard that (they) are not free of the corporacon of Clockrnakers and therefore humbly desired being free of this Citty of diverse Cornpanyes who have noe relacon to their said trade that they may have liberty to binde their Apprentices to themselves as Citizens and Clock­makers of London and at th' end of their termes they may bee made free of  this Citty the peticoners being willing to remayne unto the severall Cornpanyes whereof they are now free and to pay their quarteridge during their lives upon consideracon whereof i t  is thought fi tt and soe ordered by this Court that Sir Thomas Mowlson Knight & Aldrun Mr. Alclriin Brornfeild Mr. Aldri=in Caroway Sir William Acton Knight and Baronett Mr. Aldriin Andrewes Mr. Aldriin Gurney Nir. Shereife G ayre or any three or more of them and Mr. Greene and Mr. Pheasaunt shall take due considcracon of the peticoners said peticon and certifie unto this Court in writing under their hands how they finde the same and their doings and opinions." ' 

The subject ·was some time under the consideration of 
the Com m ittee, who i n  December of the following year, 1 636 ,  
presented a Report i n  which they recapi tulated the several 
proceed ings taken to establish the Clockmakers in accordance 
with the custom of the City ; and recommended that thei r 
petition should be complied with, and that such of them as 
were wil l ing to be translated from other Companies of which 
they ·were free, might, with the consent of such bodies, 
be admitted to Ci tizenship as Clockmakers, and that such as 
could not get the assent of the ir  Companies to their trans­
lation, should nevertheless cause their Apprentices, us ing the 

' Repertory 49, rol . 345 .  
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trade of Clockmaking, to be bound to a Freeman of that 
Craft, and at the encl of their Apprenticesh ip to be admitted 
Citizens and Clockmakers . 

' " 1 636 .  r r th  Charles I. December r .  Bromfeild Maior. ITEM : This 
clay ,ms openly read heere in Court a re:)ort in  \\'riting under the hands of 
IVIr. Recorder, Edward Bromfeild now Lord I Vfaior, R i chard ffen, Henry 
Anclrewes, and John Gayre Aldreii. and Nir. Greene ; and l\fr. Pheasant the 
tenor whereof i s  as followeth vizt .  :-

" To the right honob1c the Lord J\lfaior of the Citty of London and to the 
right Worshipfull the Aldref1 of  the same. 

" According to an order of this honob1c Court of the nynteenth clay of 
November last. \Vee whose names are subscribed have taken consideracon 
of the matters thereby referred unto us concerning the \Vatchmakers and 
Clockmakers in and about London beeing Freemen of the said Citty, who 
doe desire that by the favour of  this honob1e Court, they may bee i ntituled 
and called by the name of Cittizens and Clockmakers of London and that 
they i11ay bind theire ApfYntices unto them and make them free by that name. 
And haveing called the Company of Blacksmiths before us who opposed them 
in their said desire and haveing heard them and their Councell sev"all tymes 
wee find that his Mai'Y ' in  his tender care and respect to the Citty and the 
Goverment thereof was graciouslye pleased before he would incorporate the 
said Clockmakers to require a Certificate from this Court concerning the same. 
And wee alsoe find that after consideracon had and taken thereof by 
Sir Henneage ffinch kt. then Recorder and d iverse Aldermen Committees 
appointed for that purpose, who found the same fitt to be granted, and Certi fi­
cate thereof by them made unto this Court a report was made unto h i s  
Ma'c by  this hono i,1° Court that they had taken consicler:=tcon o f  t he  peti tion 
and reasons of  the Clockmakers and of the draught of a Charter desired by 
them which had bin perused by the said Recorder and did conceave that the 
incorporating of them would not bee f9i ucl icia11 to any other Corporacon or 
gov"ment then establ ished. But they did th ink i t  a likely meanes to incourage 
them in their trade and increase their number of good and sufficient workemen, 
and reforme abuses wch did and might  happen for want of gov"ment. And 
wee alsoe find that the said Sir Henneage ffinch beeing required by the right 
honob1e the Lord Keeper did certify that the clause for the binding of Appren­
tices to some free brother of the Company was very fi tt to bee inserted into the 
Charter and noe inconvenience to other Companies of  the Citty. And 
thereupon his JVIa';e was pleased to incorporate the said Clockmakers by the 
name of Mr. \Varclens and ffel lowship of  the Art or Mistery of  Clockmaking 
of the Citty of  London, and that they should have succession for the con­
tinuance of their said Corporacon for ev". And for that purpose they are 
thereby authorized to bind Apprentices to themselves, whereby in tyrne they 
may beecome an able body without the d isturbance of any other Society or 
Gov"rnent and alsoe to make la\\"es and ordinances for the better rule  and 
Gov"rnent of the said Clock.makers. And after mature and deliberate con­
s ideracon there upon had and taken in  regard i t  appeares that the Corporacon 
was obtayned upon the Certifi cate of  this Court, and upon such consideracon 
had as aforesaid. "\Vee doe therefore think fitt that such 12sons as use the Art 

' Repertory 5 r, fol .  181 ' ·  



T H E  CLOCK.MAKERS' COivIPANY. 5 7 of making ·watches and Chamber Clocks beeing freemen of this Citty who are willing to bee translated and can proove the consent of the Company whereof they are free to give way thereunto shall forthwith be translated from the sev0all Companies whereof they are free unto the said Society of Clock­makers in such manner as in translations is used within this Citty. And further wee think fitt that such persons as shall use the Art of making Watches and Chamber Clocks and will not bee translated to the said Society 01  Clockmakers or cannot pcure the Company whereof they are free to give their consent thereunto shall not withstanding bee enjoyned to b ind their Apprentices to some freemen of the sai d  Society of Clockmakers of London by the names of Cittizens and Clockmakers. And soe having served their Tearrnes according to the custome to be made free of the said Society of Clockmakers. And wee think fitt that the Chamberlaine of this Citty shall soe receave and inrolle them and admitt them into the freedome of this Citty by that name and title when they are to be made free. And that he bee directed and ordered by this  Court to take notice thereof and doe accordingly. All which notwithstanding ,,·ee humbly submitt to the grave j udgement or this honobic Court. This r6 clay of J une 1 636.  " T1-10l\lAS GARDINER, Recorder. " Jo1- 1 N  GAYRE. " Enw BROl\IFE I LD. 
" J O H N  GREENE. " RICH FENN. " PETER PHEASANT. " H EN ANDREWS. " The which report was allmYed of by this Court and ordered to be entered into the Repertory and to bee accordingly J?forlll ed." 

The Blacksmiths' Company lost n o  opportun i ty o[ 
opposing the Company o f  Clockmakers as well as the in ­
d i v idual M embers. T he ;:i,ccompanying Extracts abundantly 
show the steps taken Counsel being reta ined to urge the ir  
claims before the Commi ttee and to prosecute offend ing 
Members .  " 1 635- 1 6 3 7. ' " Paid Mr. Mosse to move the Court of Aldermen about the Clockrnakers v' " Paid Mr. Stone h is fee twice when the Comlll ittees sate about the Clockrnakers xx' " Paid :Mr. :Mosse his ree about the Clocklllakers v' " Spent when we went to the Comityes about the Clock.makers ij ' v_i'1 " Spent when we went to Mr. Mosse about ye Clockmakers i i ij 5 vj'1 " Spent when we went to the Court of Alderlllen viij' / " Spent when the Cornityes sate about ye Cl ock makers vij' i i ij ' 1 " 

1 The Receipts and Payments Account Book or the n l :icksmiths' Company, 1 625 to 1 646. 



T H E  CLOCKMAKERS' co:vr PANY. 

At a meeting of the Court of Assistants of the Black­
smi ths' Company on Febru ary 8 ,  r 6 3 7, the following resolut ion 
was passed :-, " It is ordered that some course shall be taken to disfranchise Humfrey Downinge a Clockmaker being inrolled and bound to Mr. Grinkin yet havinge obtayned his freedorne by patrimony of the Barbar Surgeons." " r 63 8. 9th lVIay. Court of Company. AUDIT : " Spente the 6th of l\!Iarch in goinge to the Courte of Aldren about disfranchinge Downinge the Clockmaker 3 5 

0
<1 " Spente the 1 3  ::Vfarch upon the same occasion . 3 3 " 1 638 .  1 9th of July. " Spente att a Meetinge the 24  lVIay aboute the Clockrnakers att my Lord JVIaiors 3 " Spente the 1 3th of June in goinge to my Lord Maiors about the Clockmakers 1 8 " 1 638.  July 1 9. " This daie it is ordered that our ::\faster and Wardens shall take advice to sue Child the Clockmaker in the spiritual court for breach of his oath and shall do therein accordinge as they shalbe advised. " Spent the third of J uly  in goinge to my Lord Maiors with Chi ld \\'hen wee served \\'arrant on him " Spent att Guildhall the r oth of July in going to the Court of Alclrefl about Child 2 r " Paid my Lord Niaior's officer for carryinge Child to the Compter . 6 " Spent on Thursday the r r th clay of July in goinge to Guildhall about the Clockmakers " Spent this 1 9 th of July 1 6 3 8, in goinge to Guild-" 1 638. hall about Childe 5 o " Accounts from the 9th of May to the 1 9th of July 1 6 38. " For copy of the Clockrnakers' 1:eporte of the Alclren 3 4 " For the order and fee to Mr. Clarke touching Child the Clockmaker before my Lord Maior 5 o " For a \Varrant for him . r o " For my attendance [The Clerk] about Child many tyrnes att my Lord l'vfaiors and Court of Aldren ::mcl IVIeeLi nge att the hall speciall about the Companies business . T 5 o "  

' Jonrn:il V of the nI:icksmi ths' Comp:iny. 
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The powers conferred by the Charter and Bye-Laws 
were soon found in practice to be insufficient to prevent the 
abuses practised by u nskilful workmen and unscrupulous mas­
ters, and the Court of Ass istants long debated the propriety 
of applying to the Legislature for an Act of Parl iament con­
firming the Charter and conferri ng increased powers on the 
Company, but the expenses attendant upon such a proceeding 
appear to have deterred them. In 1 646 an attempt ·was made 
to get over the difficulty by raising a subscription among the 
Members for that purpose, but i t  failed. " 1 646. October 1 2. This day Ivir . Wansey said in open Court that when the Charter was confirmed by Parliament, he would give the Company £ r o  there being present in Court Simon Hackett, I vir. Thomas Alcock and Onesipherus Holden, ·wardens, Sampson Shelton, John ·wi l low, John Harris, John Smith, Symon Bartram, David Bouquet, Robert Cordwel l  and John Nicasius." ' 

O n  the 1 4th September, 1 6 5 2 , the H ouse of Commons 
passed the following order, viz. :-" ' Ordered that it be referred to the Committee for Corporations to take into consideration how Corporations may be settled as may be su itable to and agreeable with the Government of a Commonwealth and how their respective C harters may be altered and renewed to be he ld from and under the authority of this Commonwea lth.' " " 

The Company subsequen tly  received a letter d irecting 
them to submit their Charter for i n spection. The letter, 
together with the proceedings which thereupon ensued, are 
detailed in the fol lowing documents : -

3 " Gentlemen,-The Committee fo r  Corporations having taken into their consideration an Order of Parliament of the fourteenth of September 1 6 5 2, touching the alteration and rene,ring of the several and _res1Jective Charters of this Nation, and upon serious debate had thereon (judgmg 1t  most agreable ,1·ith, and suitable to, the Government of a Commonwealth, that they be held f rom and under the authority of the same) commanded me to signify unto you their pleasure therein (viz'- ) that in pursuance of the said order of Parliament, you fa i l  not to bring or cause to be brought unto tl:e said Committee upon the fourth day of J anuary next at two of the clock 111 the afternoon (sitting in the Queen's Court in ·westminster) _the Charter or Charters by which you are incorporated, this being all I have 1 11 command " I  remain, Gentlemen, " Your friend and Servant, " Queen's Court, ·westminstcr, " DAN IEL B LACR.-\ VE.  " December 2 1 st, 1 652. " 
1 Company's _T rrn rnal I .  2 Journals of I h e  H 01 1sc of  Commons. J Original J .e t t ers, No. 2. 



60 THE CLOCKMAKERS' COi\'I PANY. " By the Comitee for Corporations, January 4th, 1 6 5 2. Ordered that ye Charter of the Company of Clockmakers this day brought unto this Comittee bee referred to John Farwell Esq. Councell to this Comittee in behalfc of the Co1nonwealth, who is desired to peruse the same, and give this Cornittee an accompt of the heads thereof. ' " DA. BLAGRAV E  <iZ__ " Hullr. EDWARDS f-- 0 " Grun. Mn,LINGTON " A  true coppy examined by " J. DANVERS <R SAML. NEALES Clerk to ye Sc\ Comittee " " Is .  PEN INGTON O " By the Comittee for Corporations, January 2 7th 1 6 5 2 . Upon Report made by John Farwell Esq. Councell unto this Comittee in  behalfe of the Comonwealth that he hath in his hands a true coppy of the originall Charter by which the Company of Clockrnakers are incorporated, it is ordered that the said Mr. Farwell do deliver unto the ]\faster and Wardens of the said Company their originall Charter back againe, they giveing him a receipt for the same. 3 
" A  true coppy examined by  SAML. NEALE Clerk to  ye said Comittee 

" DA. BLAGRAVE <D 
f', " \VILI,11 1 .  ALLENSON " WM. PU_J-EFOV -" \VM, �,(EVEN I NGHAlll 7 " HUM. EDWARDS." 

I n  I 6 5 6 a serious difference of op111 1on arose between the 
Freemen of the Company and the Court of  Assistants as to 
the manner in which the latter carried out the powers granted 
by the Charter and Bye-Laws which led to great dissatisfaction 
among the Apprentices and vVorkmen, and at last found i ts 
expression i n  a petition to the Lord M ayor, of which the 
following is  a copy :-" To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of the Citty of London. " The humble petii:on of several Freemen of the Company of Clockmakers. " SH EWETH,-That having obteyned a Charter of the late King about 2 5 yeares since for the better improving and regubting of the same trade and that the nation might not be abused with unserviceable worke, and the members of it l ive honestly by their call ing, which reformai:on we have for many years patiently expected, but notwithstandinge many complaints both publ ic and private wee finde ourselves now in a worse condicon then ever we were before the Charter was granted, for then such as were agrieved sought their remedy by the law of the land and ye customs of this Citty, but since the power hath bin in the Courte of Assistants all mo.nner of evils have flowed in upon 

1 Original Documents No. 3. 
2 He was a Member of the Fishmongers' Company, and was elected Alderman of Bridge ·ward vVithout 29th January, 1638. Served the office of Sheriff in 1 638, and the office o f  Lord l\fayor in 1 64 1 -42: He was one  of t h e  Commissioners who  s a t  upon t h �  trial of King Charles the first, for which he ,ms condemned to death at the Restoration , but was not exe­cuted. He was imprisoned in the Tower, where he d ied r 7th December, 1 66 1 .  3 Original Documents No. 4. 



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' COivIPANY. 6 1  us, a_s may -�ppear by theis particulars. First, whereas, considering the e_xactmg of x_11 <1 : per quarter besides money from each member and many dona­t10ns at ad�111ss1ons some place might have bin purchased, where we might have mett 111 an orderly and decent manner, we lnve bin constantly su rr1 oned to Taverns and Ale houses and such disorderly places to ye great desparage­ment of ye Company. " Whereas the Charter was in especiall manner procured for ye restraint of strangers and foreigners, they have not only countenanced and abetted them but entertayned for many years in their own houses although never soe often complained of to the great trouble and hindrance of the Freemen, and not only so but have frequently bound Apprentices to Freemen for foreigners and strangers and with them they have served their whole time, and then the Court of Assistants by their \Varden presents them to the Chamberlaine and soe they become Freemen, as if they had served their whole time with Freemen, by which the Citty is abused and the Company prejudiced nor can wee reasonably expect reliefe while Frenchmen who are foreigners are admitted to rule the Freemen, yea they have lately endeavoured to bring in another Frenchman to their Assistants who was no wayes capable to judge of our Art and to effect this, they privately in an evening sumoned a Taverne Court or a Court at a Taverne, such Government being suitable to such place. " Whereas there is an Order, which hath bin often renewed, for restraining the multiplicity of Apprentices, they have yet contrary to the said Order permitted Apprentices to be multiplied whereby the Tracie i s  almost ruined. " And that these abuses might be without remedy, when from time to time complaints have bin made by severall of ye Company, as if they were con­scious of their guilt, instead of reforming they have presently taken into ye Assistants the most active of such complayners and soe ye complainte ceased. Now the unreasonableness of such practises hath bin so evident that several of our Apprentices having observed it, and fearing that the end of their services would be the beginning of beggary, they made their address to the late Lord Mayor for reliefe, and being sensible of the reasonablenes of their demands have since taken it into our own hands and did then acquaint h is honour how the case stood, whereupon the Master and \Vardens being warned to appear before his honour they chose to invite us to meet them at ye Rose Tavern that if possible there might be an acco1nodacon, where being mett they tould us, as they had done many yeares before, that they were resolved to reforme the abuses wee complained of, but wee being wearied out with such promises and no performance we had no ground to believe them. Several expedients were propounded and at last it was agreed that for our better security two of our number should attend every Court to see the execucon of these Orders, and as it was then also agreed, there should bee delivered to the said two sub­joined officers a Register of all the Masters and Apprentices, all whick was after confirmed at a full Quarter Court, and accordingly the same subjoined Officers did meet and act with them several Courte Dayes in the execucon of the said Orders, though with their great regrett as appeared by their reproaching them that the Company needed noe Supervisors and asking them what they came for and when they saw all this would not beate them from their duty, :rncl that we ,�ould noe longer accept of dead orders without execucon, they then at a Court held at the Rose Tavern declared the said Orders null, and th:1t ye sub-officers should noe more bee su monecl to attend at the ir Courts .  



6 2  THE CLOCK M AKERS' COM PANY. " And whereas it was agreed by  them lately that if we would bring in  a list of those foreigners and strangers by whom we were agrieved they would joine with us in the prosecuting of them, when at a Court we since presented them with a list, they asked us if  wee would have them tear out the bowells of ye Companie, soe deare are those strangers and foreigners to them, and bad us seek our remedy ourselves. " All which promises considered and your petieoners observing a more then ordinary readiness in your Lordship to reform abuses wee are encor:iged to beseech and implore your honour's assistance and poll'er for our relief. " Signed by THOl\lAS LOOi\lES " AHASUERUS FROll!ANTELL :ind 31 other ?1-Iembers." 
A counter petition was also presented to the Lord Mayor 

from some other Freemen of the Company denying the fore­
going allegations and stating that several who had signed that 
Petition ·were not even Members of the Company, and further 
praying his  Lordship not to allow th is false clamour to i njure 
the best interests of the Company. " To the Right Honourable the Lord Maior of the C ittie of London. " The humble peticon of the Freemen and Clockmakers of the Citty of London. " HUl\lBLY S HEWETH,-That whereas your Petitioners are given to understand that severall petieons have been lately presented to your Honour by divers persons who style themselves by the name and title of the Company of C lockmakers of London, whereas indeed some of,them are _not members of the said Company and many of them most guilty of the grievances complained of by them in the said peticons. " And Whereas there was a meeting the 8th of this instant September by the Maister and ·wardens of the said Company divers of the said grevances were presented, and your former petitioners found all readiness and willingness in the said Maister,Wardens and Assistants to the utmost of their power to redresse the same. But notwithstanding all their endeavours in order to a reconciliation nothing would content or satisfy them, but pressed to have the eleceon of Maister, \Vardens and Assistants amongst themselves, or soe many of them to be joyned to the Assistants as might equalize them in number, which is contrary to the true i ntent and meaning of the Charter and thereby would  make a final distruccon of the whole Company. " Your Petitioners therefore humbl y  beseech your Honour that the Cor­poracon and Government of the said Company may continue as now it doth, and that no obstruccons or disadvantages may happen to the said Company by  any such false clamours and pretences, and that your peticoners may find all lawfull favour for the suppression of the said disorders. " And yom Petitioners shall pray &c. " THOMAS TAYLOR " ED�IOND GRIN K IN  " T EREl\lI E  EAST " EVAN JONES " DAVID MOOD IE  " H ENRY ERBERY " A�lDROSE BUSSE 

" T ER!i\I I E  GREGORY " EDWARD HOLLIDAIE " FRANCIS ?l{ATHEW " \VJLL!All[ CLAY ., ROBERT ROBINSON " T oHN CooKE , ,  .I SAACK DANIELL." 
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The Company appear to have submitted an answer to the 
Lo�·d Mayor in  which they gave a general denial to the com­
plamts alleged, especially as to strangers rul i ng the Company, 
except one \\1ho was a principal man in procur ino- the Charter 
in wh ich h is name was inserted . 

0 

The intervention of the Lord M ayor does not appear to 
have brought matters to a peaceable solution, as is shewn 
by the following supplementary Petition of some of the 
Freemen :-' " To the Right HonouralJle the Lord Ivlaior of the Citty of London. " The humble petition of [the several Freemen of] the Company of C lock makers. " SHEWETH,-That your Petitioners having formerly made their addresse to your Lordship for redresse of their greevances ,re thought it our duty to give your Lordship this further accompt that your Lordship may understand our moderation and readines to compose our differences in an orderly way, wee desire your Lordship to take notice that according to an agreement between us since our being "-ith your Lordship wee gave a meeting to the Court of Assistants and wee did then del iver to them in 1rriting some of our principal] greivances, which they having examined and also abundantly acknowledged to be true, they desired us to propose a remedy, which we then also gave them in writing, ,rhich according to our understanding they might justly grant as an effectual remedy to our grevances. " The Copies of !Joth which writings are hereunto annexed, and when upon their refusal I wee saw no hopes of a right understanding or composure of our di fferences, ,ree then propounded that the matters in debate might be referred to t he determination of your Lordship and the honourable Court of  Aldermen, to whose wisdome and censure ,re still desire to refer ourselves, but a l l  our  tenders were with much scorne rejected so that \\·e are againe necessitated to cast ourselves againe upon your Lordship for direction and assistance herein. lVIy Lord we doe humbly beseech your Lordship to compassionate the grievances of a poor expiring Society. I f  our demands were the sence of a factious parte wee should not dare to approach to your Honour, but  both the greevances and the remedy wee have proposed lJeing the joint sence of the whole Company being a greate number of Artists made poore by these grievances wee thought our desires to your Honour might be the more considerable. 

" \V r LL IA, 1  GoD BUD 

" LA U N C E L LOTT l\' I E R ED I T J J  

" J O J- J :-,; r.f ATTC H ETT 

,, T H O MAS DAN I E L L  

" SA:\I U EL VERNON 

" T HO�IAS C LAXTON 

" .-\ J-I A S U E R US l:;- RO�IANTEEL 

" J O H '.\'  D RA K E  

" -\V J LLJA�I C m r 1--0 RT. 

' Original Documents. N o. 1 2 . 
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" 8  September 1 65 6 . 
' " Wee the Company of Clockmakers doe present our Agrievances in 

generall 

" r. Imprimis for allowing fforiners to worke & trade wthin ye citty and 
ye Liberties thereof. 

" z. For ye number of Prentices sufferd to be bound by your orders 
contrary to ye Charter. 

.)• For making free prentices wthout their proofe c{Jfecte. 
" 4. For making men free turnd-over to fforiners and strangers. 
" 5. For presenting men to be made free of y° City wthout satisfying 

ye Company. 
" 6. For no.t being diligent in their searches. 

" 8th September, 1 6 56. 
0 " To the end that we may for the time to come enjoy the benefit of  

our Charter we make these proposals (viz.) 

" Imprimis, that an order be made that for time to come such as are 
admitted to be members of the Company, should have their voyce in chusing 
of Master, Wardens and Assistants, and to the end that i t  might be done 
orderly wee desire to make choice of so many and no more as are in the Court 
of Assistants and they jointly to have their vote with the Court of Assistants 
in the choice of their Officers from time to time as often as there shall be 
need of chusing of Officers for the Company, for as wee are all the freedome 
we have is to make our Complaints to the Court of Assistants and wee find 
them so generally disaffected to the publick good and so troubled at our 
proceedings that wee have rather cause to feare that some order or other will 
be made to crosse us, and so wee Jesse able to relieve ourselves in time to 
come. 

" z. And therefore our next proposition is that the :Master and Wardens 
and Assistants doe governe the Company according to the orders in  being, and 
that no alteration be made by making new orders without the consent of such 
who shall have power to chuse the Officers of the Company. 

" 3 . And if  you are free to these propositions wee shall not desire to lay 
open our greevances unto the magistrate any farther, but shall endeavour  to 
the best of our abi l lities both in purse and person to assist you to recover the 
Company out of that confusion wherein wee are brought." 

What steps, if  any, were taken by the Court to satisfy 
the Complainants, whose chief object appears to have been to 
obtain a voice and authority in  the government of the Com­
pany, which belonged to the former, and the concession 
whereof would have been in contravention of the Charter, 
does not appear, and for several years afterwards no further 
reference to such matters is contained amongst the Records. 

' O riginal Docnments, No. 6. 0 Original Documents, No. 7 . 
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In the year I 6 7 7 the abuses in the trade became so oTeat 
and patent that the attention of the Court of Assistant;' was 
again d irected to the question how best to deal ·with them . 
Several plans were proposed and examined, and after con­
s iderable  debate a Committee was on the 2 3 rd of August in 
that year appointed to advise the Court thereon, and the 
terms of the reference as entered .in  the Minute Book are as 
fol low :-" Whereas there hath been and is some doubt made of the sufticiency or the authority and power which the Company hath and a suspect that there needeth some further and better power in some especiall cases for the better government of the l\tiernbers thereof, and for their proficiency in the Art and performance of workes and matters relating thereto, and especially that such deceipts or abuses as might otherwise be put upon his l\tiajesties subjects may be prevented for the future, This Court for these ends did desire and appoint that the Master and ·wardens and these Jive Assistants, namely, Mr. Horne, lVIr. Bell, Mr. Barrow, :rvir. Wynn, and l\fr. Jones, or any four, should be a Committee to peruse the Charter and Ordinances of the Company and consult and consider all things conducing or relating to those ends, and if need shall be to cause a breviate to be drawne by the Clarke fitt to be perused by such Councell as they shall thinke Jitt to apply themselves to and receive their opinion and advice in the case and to report." 

O n  the 4th of September, I 6 7 7 , Mr. Coxeter, M r. 
N icasius and M r. Taylor, of H olborn, were added to the 
Committee. 

O n  the I 7th September, I 6 7 7 , the Charter and Ordinances 
having been abbrev iated, and a Case prepared for Counsel's 
opinion,  i t  was ordered that M r. Serjeant Pemberton be ·waited 
upon and his 2 opinion obtained. 

In 1 680 the subject was again  brought under the notice 
of  the Court of Assistants, and their M inutes bear evidence 
of their anxiety to obtain some satisfactory settlement of the 
d ifficulty. 

3 At a Court held on the 2 1 st February, 1 6 7 7 -8 ,  a con­
sultation ·was had as to the desi rab il ity of obtaining an Act of 
Parliament for strengthen ing the Company's Charter and 
Ord inances, and for addi tional or enlargement of power where 
·wanting. It was resolved that Mr. Richard Antrobus should 
be consulted as to the matter, and that the Court should meet 

, Company's Jomnnl I . " Fee lo be paid Two Guineas. 3 Company's Journal I .  
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at the vVhite Hart Tavern, Lothbury, on the 4th of M arch, 
then following, for that purpose. 

[Nr; e11t1J 1 /s to be found of t!1e results of t/1is aclio11]. ' " 1 680. l'vfay 3. Upon consideration that there are many refractory and unconformable 1'.'1embers of this Company and divers who exercise the !\rt or some branch of it and do not come into the Company or conform to the search, rule, and government thereof, and many irregularities inconve­n iences and abuses are grown in and put upon the Company and the Art. It was thought fit, resolved and ordered That " The Master and Vlardens " M r. J eremie Gregory " Mr. John Browne " Mr. Richard T arratt " Mr. Edward Norris " Mr. Thomas Hancorne 
" Mr. Thomas Taylor (Holbornc) " Mr. T ohn Harris " Mr. Nathaniel Barrow " Mr. Henry \•Vynn and " Mr. Henry J ones or any five of these before named ten Assistants with the l\1Iaster and Wardens, or the Master and one \Varden, or in the absence of the Master two of the \Vardens, shall be and are a Committee to continue for three months to be accounted from this clay, to meet from time to time, at  such time and place as the Master shall think fit and appoint and to consider consult and resolve upon the wayes and meanes of bringing those refractory Members of the Company and others exerciseing the Art to conformity, and for reformation and future prevention of those or the l ike irregularities inconveniences and abuses, which are grown and put, or may grow and be put upon the Company, and the Art and for punishment of the Offenders. And that the said Committee shall from t ime to time acquaint the Court with their proceedings therein." 

The Committee thus appointed met from time to t ime, 
and from their proceedings entered in the Court M inute books 
the following Extracts have been taken :-" r 680. May 2 r .  The said Committee Resolved to acquaint the next Monthly Court That they conceive it fit and needful " r . That the Company's Charter shall be publicly read to the Master Wardens and Assistants at the next Quarter Court. " 2. That the Ordinances of the Company shall be perused and those put in due execution that are for the good of the Company. " 3. That the Members of the Committee shall at the next Court give in their opinions what are the reasons of the decay of the trade. " 4. Ano. that Mr. Hartley, Sword Cutler, l iving in New Street near Shoe Lane, who rnaketh pin cases and tradeth in Watches and Clocks, not having served seven years to the Trade, and such others as at the next Monthly Court shall be thought fit and appointed, shall be summoned by a particular Sum­mons to appear at the next Quarter Court. 

' Cumpa11y's Journal I .  



THE CLOC Ki\IAKERS' CO'II P.-\.NY. 6 7  " 1 680. Jvlay 2 4 .  The Committee Resoh·ed to acquaint the next i\Ionthly Court that they conceived it fit  and needful " r .  That the Clerk write a copy of the Ordin:rnce of the Comp:rny of l3lacksmiths, which is ingrossed in the Book of Ordinances of this Company giving allowance, That those free of the Blacksmiths and professing Clock­making (not being great Church Clockmakers of Iron) may bind their Appren­tices to some free Clockmaker to the intent that some of the Committee may (as they are intended) discourse the :Master of that Comp::my and endearnur to have the full consent of that Company for the performance thereof for the future." 
On the 7th J une, I 680, the Reports of the Committee 

were submitted to the Court, who selected a certa in number 
of persons, carrying on the trade in \t

Vatches, Clocks, &c. , to 
be summoned to attend at the next Quarter Court, some of 
whose names appear at the next M eeting as having been 
admitted to the Freedom. 

For more convenient reference, and to faci l i ta te the 
business of the Company by afford ing i ts Members a better 
knowledge of its powers, rights, and priv i leges, a Committee 
was appointed in  the year r 7 2 2  to d igest the Charter and 
Ord inances, and suitably arrange the several provisions 
thereof under proper heads :-

" q 2 2 .  February 4.  \Vhereas the several! points contained in Lhe Companies Charter and book of Ordinances have not as yett been putt into any regular method, and the several! orders and constitutions since made from time to time by the said Company are only entered in the books of the Company in order of time as they 11·ere made, whereby the search for any one single point is rendered difficult and troublesome. To remedy which it is this day ordered that the Master and \Vardens or any three of them, whereof the Master to be one, be appointed a Committee to examine Charter and Ordinances, and all the several! orders since made, and digest them under proper heads for the more ready turning to the same, and report their pro­ceedings to the next Quarter Court with what they shall think further needful! to compleat the end proposed, and the said Committee are hereby empowered to defray the necessary expences of their proceedings out of the Companies stock . "  ' 
I n  order that the Charter might be better unders tood by 

all, i t  was on the 4th N ovember, r 7 6  5 ,  determ ined that the 
Clerk should in fu ture read it ,  immediately after d inner at the 
Christmas Quarter Court. 

On the 2 nd  of December following the Bye- Laws were 
ordered to be advertised in the Ga2:ette on the Saturday 
before Christmas Day, and in the Dcii!y Advertz'zer a1td 

' Company's J o,1rnal I I I . 
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Gazetteer on the Tuesday before Christmas Day, and m the 
Public Led_r{er on the 5 th or 6th of J anuary following. 

By their Charter the Company was authorised to consist 
of Members using the Art or Mystery of Clockrnaki ng, 
whether freemen of London or otherwise, within ten miles of 
the Ci ty, and to make laws and ordinances for the good rule 
and government of all pen,ons us ing the trade within those 
l imits, or with in  the realm of England or domin ion of Wales, 
but doubts appear to have arisen as to their authority to 
enforce some of their powers, notably those for compell ing 
the trade outside the City to become Freemen of the Com­
pany or to pay Quarterage, and accordingly the Court on the 
2 nd November, I 795 ,  determined to obtain legal advice thereon ,  
and appointed a Committee to  consult a Solic itor, M r. K i ng, 
of Cutlers' H all, being selected for that purpose. The Com­
m ittee, ·whose proceedings are duly recorded in the M inutes, 
determined to obtain the opin ion of Mr. Serjeant Adair 
(afterwards Recorder of London) , and on the 1 st February, 
I 796, they duly presented their Report, which was taken into 
consideration by the Court on the I I th of the same month, 
and the Report, together with the proceedings of the Court 
thereon, are contained i n  the following Extract :-

" r 7 96. February r r. The Master declared the purpose of the l'v ieeting, 
agreable to the order of the last Monthly Court, when a motion was made 

" That the report of the Committee be now read, which being seconded 
and carried the report was accordingly read, and is as follows, viz. 

" The report of the Committee appointed by the Court of Assistants of 
the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers of the City of London, pursuant to 
a resolution made by the said Court on the 2 nd clay of November r 7 95 ,  
whereby it was 

" Resolved that application should be made to some professional Gentle­
man of the Law to examine the Charter and Bye Laws of the Company, and 
that Mr. King, of Cutlers Hall, should be applied to for that purpose. 

" That in pursuance of the said resolution the Committee applied to the 
said Mr. King, and that he with Mr. Gatty his partner have examined the said 
Charter and Bye Laws, and that several doubts existing thereon, they have 
prepared a case and submitted the same with several Queries thereon to the 
opinion of :Mr. Sergeant Adair, 

" That the first Query stated for the said Counsel's opinion, was whether 
the Court could by any and what means, under the Charter and Bye Laws, 
compel Freemen of the Company to take upon them the Livery. 

' Company's Journal IV. 



T H E  CLOCKJ\I AKERS' C O J\ l l JAN \". 69 . '' /hat tlie said Counsel is of opinion that the Bye Law is certainly defi-ct�nt ,  Ill not having annexed a specific penalty and though he is inclined to thmk (upon tl_1e authority of the case, in the z Leo : zoo & 5 Nlod : 3 1 9) that upon �omplamt to the Mayor, and Aldermen of London, the Court might c�m1mt the party elected to the Livery, for refusing to take upon him such �1very, yet as such proceeding has not been very usual, and he knows of no mstance later than that reported in 5 :Moel . , he would rather advise the Com­pany to make a new Bye Law annexing a reasonable penalty. " That the Committee have considered of the rst Query and the opinion o( Counsel thereon, and are of opinion that it wil l  be beneficial to the said C?mpany, that a Bye Law should be immediately made annexing a penalty of Fifteen Pounds on any person refusing to take up the Livery of the said Company. " That the 2 nd Query stated for the said Counsel's opinion was--Are Freemen of the Company and Freemen of other Companies, but carrying on the business of Clock and \Vatch makers, and Non-Freemen who reside out of the C ity of London, but within ten miles thereof and carry on the business of Clock and Watchmakers, liable to pay Quarterage or any and which of them. " That the said Counsel in his opinion says, he has entertained great doubts respecting the validity of the Charters of those Companies of the City of London which extended their j urisdiction beyond that City and the liberties thereof and also of the efficacy of such their Bye Laws, as professed to bind persons without those limits, and not free of the Company, but in a late Case of the Butchers Company, whose Charter incorporated all those of the City of London or within two miles thereot� upon a Case reserved for the Opinion of the Court of Common Pleas, upon the validity of a Bye Law, both these objections were taken, and were overruled by the un;1nimous opinion of that Court. He is therefore of opinion that al l the persons who are the subject of this Query are liable to the payment of Quarterage, under the Bye Laws on that subject. " The Committee are therefore of opinion and recommend, that all persons who are the subject of the above Query should be immediately applied to for payment thereof, and in case of refusal, proper steps should be taken to enforce it. " That the yd Query stated for the said Counsel 's opinion was--Can the Clockmakers Company compel Clockmakers, who are free of another Com­pany, to become lVIembers of the C lockmakers' Company, and can they also compel Non-Freemen who follow the business of Clock and Watchmakers and reside within the City, or ten miles thereof, lo become Members of the same Company, by any and what means. " That the said Counsel in his opinion says that he does not think the Clockmakers' Company have any means of compelling persons exercising that Trade to become free of their Company, otherwise than by the aid of the Act of Common Council above stated ' which cannot operate beyond the City and liberties of London, and therefore they cannot compel persons exercising the trade within ten miles of London, but beyond the l iberties thereof, to take up their Freedom, but such persons may continue to exercise the Tracie under 
, This Act is dated 15 October, 1765, and is given :it length under the Chapter on Freemen. 



70 T H I� C LOC K M A K. ERS' CO /lf l 'r\NY.  the direction and government, and subject to the reasonable Bye Laws oi the Company, without being free thereof, the Act however of the Common Council appears to him to be valid in itsel f  and binding ui)on :i. 1 1  persons, within the City and liberties of London, this and similar Acts being supported by the cus­toms of the City of London, confirmed by divers Acts of Parliament ; he is therefore of opinion that Freemen of other Companies, who ,yere not so in December, 1 7 65 ,  and Non-Freemen, resident within the City and liberties of London, using the Trade in question, may be compel led to become free of the Clockmakers' Company, or desist from their business, by enforcing the Act of Common Council of the City of London which affixes a penalty of £5 for every such offence. " The Committee are therefore of opinion and recommend that Freemen of other Companies who were not so in December 1 7 65 ,  and Non-Freemen resi­dent 11·ithin the City and liberties of London using the Trade in question be immediately called upon to take upon them the freedom of the Clockmakers' Company, and in case of refusal, that proper steps be taken to enforce the due observance thereof. " The 4th Query stated, for the said Counsel's opinion was-Are Iviembers of the Clockmakers' Company who are of other Companies and C lock and Watchmakers, ,rho are free of other Companies, but not of the Clockmakers', and those who follow the Trade, but are Non-Freemen, liabl e  to any, and 11·hat penalty in case they take an A pprentice who is bound to any other person than a free brother of the Clockmakers' Company and properly entered as such in the Company's Books. " That the said Counsel is of opinion : that :Members of the -Clockmakcrs' Company, and Freemen of other Companies, arc liable to the penalty of Ten Pounds if they take an Apprentice who is bound to any other person than a free Brother pursuant to the Clause of the Charter above stated ; but neither the words of the Charter relative to this, nor the Bye Law imposing the penalty extend to Non-Freemen, and therefore he does not think the penalty could be levied against them, but as no person can exercise that, or any other Trade, within the City :i.nd liberties of London without being free, the provision of the Charter and Bye Laws taken together with the Act of Common Council, which oblige all persons exercising th:i.t Trade to be free of the Clockmakers' Com­pa.ny, seemed to be sufficient within the l imits of that City and Liberties, but as to persons residing out of those limits, though within ten miles, he saw no remedy provided for this Case of Ap[ }rentices, but by a prosecution under the Statute of the 5th of Eliz., Chap. 4th. , Sec. 3 1 st. " The Committee are therefore of opinion that it will be proper and right to proceed against any one ,rho shall bind an Apprentice contrary to the Charter and Bye Law. " The 5th Query stated for the said Counsel's opinion was--That if he should be of opinion that the Charter, Bye Laws and Act of Common Council were not sufficient to enforce the above objects or either of them, in what manner would he advise the Company to act, so as to obtain po\\·er to carry the several matters into effect. " That the said Counsel in his opinion says, the Cases in which it appc:i.rs to him that the powers of the Company were insufficient to effectuate the objects referred to in the Case, were 



THE CLOCK .\ [ A K E RS' CO.\ I P  . .\NY. " r . In the means of compelling Freemen of the Company to take upon them th_e Livery-,Yhere he had :i.lready suggested the remedy for that to be, by makrng a new Bye Law, affixing an adequate penal ty, payable to the Com­pany, to be recovered by action of debt or leYied by distress. To ,rhich the Committee has already submitted its opinion. " 2. The means of compelling persons exercising the Tmde to become free of the Clockmakers' Company either as to those residing ,l"ithin or \\"ithout the City and Liberties of London ; as to those resident ,l"ithin the saiJ City and liberties, the Act of Common Council is sufficient for th:i.t purpose ; as to t hose resident ,rithout the City :i.nd Liberties, but 11"ithin ten miles, he thought nothing short of an Act of Parliament could enable the Company to compel them, and he did not incline to think that such an Act of Parliament could be obtained. " 3. In the means of preventing persons t::iking Apprentices in the J\rt or lV Iistery of Clockmaking who are not free of the Clockm:i.kers' Company, ::incl reside out of the City and liberties of London, this also he thought could only be clone by Act of Parliament." 
The Court hav ing debated on the report by putting 

each Article separate, i t  was moved, that this Court do agree 
with the Committee in their report, which was accordingly 
carried. " 1 796. April 4 . Resolved, Th::it the follo11"ing be an ::iclclitional Bye La,r of the Company, viz . " I t is further ordained that if �my person of the said fel lowship being so as aforesaid chosen to be of the s::iid Livery shall, without any reasonable ::incl sufficient cause, to be allowed and admitted by the said Master, ·wardens and Assistants, refuse to accept and take upon him to be of the s::iicl Livery, and shall  refuse to take, within fourteen clays next after notice to him gi,·en of such his election as aforesaid, such Oath as by the Ordinance in that behalf m::ide is appointed to be taken ; That then and in every such case, every such person so refusing, shall forfeit and pay to, and for the use of the said Tv faster, ·wardens and fel l01rship, the sum of Fifteen Pounds to be recovered by action of debt or levied by distress." 

On the J 4th of April , 1 796 ,  Messrs. K ing and Catty 
were ordered to apply to obtain a confirmation of the proposed 
Bye-Law. They submitted the same to the Lord Chancellor, 
and the Chief J ustice, of the K ing's Bench and Common Pleas, 
who approved and allowed it  in the terms above stated . '  

The costs incurred, amounting to ·£5 2 r os. od. , were 
on the r oth of October, r 796,  ordered to be paid by the 
Renter \Marden. 

' {'id,, page 49. 
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ARMS ,  SEALS ,  BADGES ,  COLOURS ,  &c. 
I t  was not u nti l  the year I 6 7 1  that the Company obta ined 

the right to bear A rms. O n  the 1 5 th of J anuary of that year 
the Court of Assistants determ ined to apply for a grant, thei r  
Resol ut ion being i n  the following terms :-" '  Tt  was :1.greed voatecl :1.nd ordered That the Company shall t:1.ke upon them :1. Coat of Armes fitt :1.nd proper for them to beare and that for the procureing thereof all fees whatsoever fqr perfecting the same and the pattent as shal l  be needfull in the case, so that it m:1y be brought and shall be brought free of all further ch:1.rge to the 1faster or Wardens of the Company, the Renter \Varden shall expend and pay ffive and twenty pounds, And the Master :1.nd Wardens Mr. E:1st Mr. Nicasius :1.nd Mr. Jeremie Gregorie :1.re desired and ordered to treat and :1gree with Sir Edward W:1.lker King at Armes and to :1.ct in this business according to this order.' " '  

The following i s  the text of the Grant of A rms eventually 
obtained :-

�o aff an� smgufur UNTO whom these presents shal l come SR. ED\V ARD WALK.E R K N I G H T  GAR­
TER PRINCIPALL K I N G  O F  
ARillES O F  ENGLI SIUI EN sendeth greeting ��l'!)crrns the generous Actions and Virtuous En-. deavours of \Vorthy Men, :--,s also of Bodyes Politi­que and Incorpor:1.te h:1\·c bcene from time to time remembred to Posterity by certaine Honourabl e  signes :1.nd rnarkes commonl y  called ARilI ES, :1. s  proper testimonyes of the worth :1.nd meritt of those to whom such have been :1ssigned. %l nll ��l1Jn:rns his late M:1.iestie KING CHARLES the first of ever glorious and blessed memory, for divers C:1.uses and Considerations him thereunto rnoveing Diel of his especiall grace certaine knowledg :1.ncl rneere motion by his Letters 

' Company's Journ,11 J .  



THE CLOCIOIAK ERS'  COM PANY. 7 3  Patents under the Great Seale o f  England, bearing Date the Two and Twentyth day of August in the seaventh yeare of his Reigne, Incorporate, Create, Make, Erect, Ordeyne, and Constitute The CLOCKTvIAKERS resideing in the City of London, Suburbs thereof or within Tenn l'vi iles of the said City, To be one Body, Corporate and Politique by the name  of TH E TVL\sTER \V.-\RDENS A:'.\D FELLOWSHI P  OF THE ART OR M I STERV OF CLOCK�L-\ K I :\'G OF TH E C ITY OF LONDON, To have perpetuall Succession and Continuance for ever With divers other Grants, Libertyes, Priviledges and Franchi ses, as in the said Letters Patents the same are more amply expressed. Amongst \l·hich his said bte Maiestie Did authorise the said Master Wardens and Fellowship of the Art and J\IIistery of Clockrnaking To use a Common Seale for the Expediting of the Causes and Businesses of them and their successors In 1rhich regard And also for the greater Honour and Splendor of the said Comp::my and Fellowship it is and will be necessary that proper and peculiar Armes and Ensignes be assigned them to be used in their Comon Seal and a l l  other fitt occasions. 1tno\.u J)CC therefore that I the said  SR E U\VARD WALKER KN IGHT GARTER PRJNCI P.-\LL Ki::-src OF  AR�rEs by the power and authority annexed unto my Office and confirmed unto m e  by Letters Patents under the Great Seale of England Do by these presents give grant and assigne, unto the said Incorporate Company and Society useing the Art and Mistery of Clock­makeing in t he City of London the Suburbs and within Tenn 1\1I i l es thereof, whereof at present Nichola,s Coxeter is Master, Samuell Horne and J effery Baily are Wardens as also Edward East the only person now li ving of those mentioned in the said Letters Patents of Incorporation, J ohn Nicasius, J ohn Pennock, Edmond Gilpin, J eremie Gregory, Thomas Taylor, Thomas Clayton, John Freeman, Evan J ones, I saac Daniell, J ohn Matchett, Ralph Almond, Samuell Vernon, Henry Kent, Walter Hayes, John Browne, Nicholas P,ayne, Richard Ames and Benjamin Bell are Assistants and to the rest of the Fello11·­ship and Company thereof, and to their successors for ever The Armes, Crest, Supporters and Motto hereafter mentioned, vizt. SABLE, A CLOCK ye 4 P1 LLARS THEREOF ERECTED ON FOUR LYONS, AND ON EACH CAPJTALL A GLOBE WlTH A CROSSE, AND JN THE M JDDEST A :\'  b!PER IALL C ROWNE ALL OR,  AND FOR THEI R C REST UPO:\' A�  H EDIET PROPER MA:-iTLED G LES DOUBLED ARGE:'.\T AND \VREATH OF THEI R COLO "RS  A SPHEARE OR, THE AR�!ES SUPPORTED BY THE FIGURES OF A NA KED OLD MAK HOLD l �G A Sc 1TH E .-\ND .-\N HOUR G LASSE R EPRESENTil\'G TDtE, AN D OF AN E)1 PEROUR 1N  Ro.-\ HES CRow:-- E D  HOLD l 'IG A ScEPTER ; T H E I R  Morro * TEM PVS R E R V M  I M PER.'\TO R * As in the Margent they are al l  more lively Depicted. The which A rn, i::s, C REST, SuPPO RT F.RS and JV [ OTTO, the said Master Wardens, Fel!o,rshipp and Company useing the Art and · • Iistery of Clockrnak eing common:y ca l led C lockmakers and their successors for ever, ma.y and shall lawfully use in their ·Common Seale and beare and sett forth in Shie ld, Coat Armour, Sta.ndard, Pennon, or other\l'ise, upon a l l  occasions 11·ithout the lett or interruption of  any person whomsoever. fn �i'l:t itness \\"hereof I have hereunto subscribed my Na.me a.nd affixed the seale of my Office, this One and Thirtyth day of January in the Four and ' J 'wcntyth yea re of the Reigne of our Soveraigne Lord C 1 - [ .'\R LES the Second, 
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by th e grace of God,  King of England, Scotland, Fr:i_nce, and Ireland. 
Defender of the Fai th ,  etc. Annoq Domin i  1 6 7 ½  

E D \\' \V1\ L K E R  
C : .-\ R T l•: R 

The G rant which bears the Signature of Sir Edward 
Walker, ' and the Seal of h i s  Office, cost the Company £ 2 5 . 

The A rms thus obtained have since been i n  constant use 
by the Company, and the fol lowing references to their employ­
ment on plates, seals, badges, etc. , have been gathered from 
their Records. 

" 1 6 7 7. September 2 4. lVIr. George Deane, Engr:wer, a :Member of 
th is Company, having by the hands of Tvir.  Henry J ones presented to th i s  Court 
the Company's Coat of Arms engraved on a copper plate fi t  to be used for 
t ickets and d ivers other occasions of  the Company which was very ,rel l l iked, 
This Court d id k indly accept i t  and returned him thanks." 

" 1 6 95 .  J une 3. I t  was Ordered that D:miell Beeckman be paid by the 
Renter Warden forty sh i l l i ngs for engraving the Company's Coat of Arms on a 
new Copper Plate to be used on Quarter Court clays B i l l s  or Summ onses. 

SEALS .  
" 1 692 .  j\ farch 6 .  I t  ,ras resolved and ordered that for t h e  Company's 

occasions and convenience the Master �ha l l  ,rith what speed he conven ient ly  
can cause a Common Seal  of  S i lver about the ureadth or circom ference of a 
mi l led H a l f  Crown piece, or Oval to be made as the Company are impo,necl to  
do by the i r  Charter of  Incorporat ion .  ·wh ich sea l  i s  to be so and according to  
the Company's Coat  of  Armes, Supporters, i VIant l ing, Crest and Motto. 3 

" 1 8 1 9. October r r .  It was resolved to provide :in Officia l  Seal engra,·ed 
with the Company's Arms in l i eu  of that now in custody of the Clerk. Thi s  
was  carried in to  effect a t  a cos t  of£ 7 . 1 7 . 6 .  

1 Appointed by  King Charles I in  1645, bu t  upon the death of the King he  was deprived of his Office, restored by Charles J I, October 1662, died February 1 9. 167 7. ° Company's Journal I. :i Company's Journal I. I .  
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BADGES .  " r 8 7  3 .  January r 3 .  The desirability of providing a Badge to b e  "·orn by the Master on all official occasions having been suggested by several Mer:1bers and l VIr. Parker Member of the Court having been requested to furnish a design for the same, that Gentleman laid before them a sketch of one which he had specially prepared for that purpose when it ,Yas Resolved unani­mously That a Badge composed of the Company's Arms, Crest and Motto be furnished for the use of the Master for the time being, to be worn by h im on all official occasions, and that the same be made in 1 8  Carat Gold and Enamel at an expence not exceeding sixty pounds. ' " r  873 .  April 7 .  l\tlr. Parker laid before the Court the Gold Badge to be worn by the j\faster on all official occasions. The same having been inspected was pronounced to be a highly artistic specimen of Goldsmith's work and received the unquali fied approval of the whole Court. The r.faster was then formally invested with h is insignia of office. '' 1 8 74. July 6. George William Adams Esq. presented to the Court a set of three Silver Gilt official Badges containing the Arms of the Company in accordance with the design submitted at  the last Court to be worn by the ·wardens during their tenure of office. The Master having accepted the same on behalf of the Court and having invested each of the Wardens with h is  dis­tinctive Badge, it was Resolved unanimously That the best thanks of th is Court be and are hereby presented to G. IV. Adams Esq. for the very handsome gift so kindly presented for the use of the Vlardens and that the Clerk be instructed to convey to that Gentleman the Court's high appreciation of h is  kind and liberal consideration." 2 

I n  I 7 6 7, the'. year following the grant  of a Livery by the 
Court of Aldermen, the Company provided the necessary 
paraphernal ia to enable them to take their place in processions 
on State and other occasions, and from the following Extracts 
having reference thereto, it would seem that they firs� appeared 
as a Livery Company in the pagean t  of the . Right H on. 
Thomas H arley, Lord Mayor in  the above-mentioned year:-" 1 767. April 6. Ordered that Colours and Beadle's Staff be provided by the Company against Lord Mayor's Day and that appli.cation be made to the City Surveyor to know where the Stand for the Company should_ be. Ordered that there be a Committee of the whole Court for the above busmess and that five of them be a Quorum to do business, of which the Master and one of the ·wardens to be two. , " r  767. May 4. Ordered that the Crest on the Beadle's Staff be of Silver, and that Mr. Pope be employed to provide and paint the Colours and Streamers proper for the Company. " 1 76 7. September 29 .  Ordered that Mr. Brewerton do attend the next Quarter Court with a dress proper for the porters. 

1 2 Company's Journal X .  
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" Ordered the Whifflers and the lads to hold up the Train : the Beadle's 
Staff and a Wainscot Box for Colours, and the Ribbons a11d the Music, and 
all the other th ings necessary for the Lord lVIayor's Day be left to the r-faster 
and Wardens to provide.' 

" 1 7 6 7 .  October 28 .  Paid Mr. Moliere for chasing the Beadle's S taff, 
and for Silver and for making i t  £ 3 6 9 5 .  

" 1 7 6 7 .  November 9 .  The Master attended b y  the Livery, walked i n  
procession, agreable t o  the precept sent b y  the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen." 0 

The costs incurred by the Company on the above occasion 
were not i nconsiderable, as w ill be seen from the following 
items from their accounts :-

" 1 7  68 . March 1 4. 
" Expence of the Dinner on Lord 1\fayors Day " do for ordering the last mentioned 

do for 8 Staves 
do for Music 

" Paid for Robes for Lord rvfayors Day 
" do Mr. Pope for painting the Colours 
" do for a Chest for the Col ours 

£ s. d. 
2 1  1 2  9 

I 3 I I  
0 6 0 

4 4 ° 
5 8 0 

49 2 0 

2 1 2  6 "  

O n  the 9th of November, 1 8 5 9, M r. Alderman Carter, the 
M aster of the Company, being Lord Mayor, the Company 
occupied the post of  ho nor in the Civ ic  procession to V\T est­
minster Hall, to presen t  him i n  accordance with ancient custom 
to the Barons of the Exchequer, for ·which occasion a hand­
some si lk banner of the Arms of the Company was presented 
by Francis Bryant  Adams, Esq. , a M ember of the Court. 

The Company also possesses the following Colours :­
The City Arms and Supporters. 
The Arms of Mr. Alderman Carter. 
The Arms of Mr. Alderman Kennedy. 

I n  connexion with the subject of  the Arms of the Com­
pany, i t  may be mentioned that upon appl ications made to 
them they have aided in the embellishment of public bui ldings 
in the City, by presenting their Armorial bearings in painted 
glass ; thus in the year 1 84 r ,  at the request of the Governors 
of Christ's H ospital, they gave part of  a window for the Great 
H all of that establishment ; and again  in 1 8 7 2 ,  at the instance 
of  the Council of the London and M iddlesex Archceological 
Society, they jo ined with other Companies in s imilarly contri­
but ing to the decoration of the New Library and M useum of 
the Corporation at Guildhall. 

' "  Cornp:u1y's J ourn:1l l V. 
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COURT OF ASSI STANTS .  

Y the terms of the Company's Charter, the 
governing body i s  to consist of the Master, 
three \i\Tardens, and ten or more Assistants 
the first holders of those O ffices bei1w named 
in  the Charter. 

0 

Their first formal M eeting was held on 
the 1 2 th October, 1 6 3 2 . At  their second, on the 2 3 rd of 
the same month ,  they determined by Resolution their  usual 
hour of Assembling. " 1 63 2 .  October 2yd. This daye the Court have thought and soe ordered that the howerly meetinges at the several! Courts hereafter for the Master \Vardens and Assistants shalbe at the hower of N yne, and their depar­ture from the said Courts by Twelve at the furthest the same day upon the penalty conteynecl in the orclinaunces of the La,re. " '  

They next passed a Resolution intended to ensure the 
preservation of their secrets, and bound themselves by a 
penalty to observe the same.  

0 " 1 632. October 2 3rd. Forasrnuch as  many Inconveniences may happen in not keeping the secrettes of the Companie that from tyrne to tyrne may be spoaken of and clone at a Court of Assistants, It is thereupon hereby ordered that if  Master, \Varclens, Assistant or Servaunt shalbe at any tyrne found to be guilty of such a fault c?rnrni ttecl in that � ind in falsefying his oath ?f t_rust in not keeping the Cornpantes secrettes which may tend to the pre3ud1ce of the Companie in general! or of any particular Member, he or they soe offend ing shall forfe it  the some of flive pounds. In wittnes whereof and for confirmation 
• 

2 Company's Journal l. 
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T T I E  CLOCKMAKERS' COJ\IPANV . of the same wee hereundernarned did setto our krnds to the same order of Court viz. Henry Archer Deputy :Master John Willow } Vlardens Sampson Shelton James Vaultrollier � Tohn Smith i<'rauncis Foreman John Harris Richard Iviorgan 

Samuel Lynnaker T ohn Charlton } John lVI iddnall L\ . t t Symon Bartram · SSlS ·an ·s Edward East and Thomas Copley, Clarke." 
A regulat ion was also made to encourage good feel ing and 

brotherhood, and for proh ibit ing the use of profane and unciv i l  
language. " 1 632 .  October 2 yd .  This daye the Court h ave ordered That i f  any person or persons admitted of this Societie sh:t l l  hereafter be found to be profane or lavish in uncivil manner to blaspheame in takinge the Name of the Lord in vaine to the dishonor of his name and discreclditt both of the Companie and himself he shall for ever hereafter be sub ject to ,rhat censure the Com­panie in their j udgment shall thinke fitt either ·by fine or other punishment." ' 

N u merous instances of F ines being imposed are contained 
m the Court M inute Books, but  a few ·wil l  suffice to show the 
custom :-" 1 638.  October 8 .  At th is  Court l VIr. Thomas Reeve did j usti fye ye abusive words spoken by John Potter, Beadle against :Mr. Symon Hackett 'v\Tarden, which were not to passe without punishment or fine according to the j udgement of this Court and the words were further to be considered on at the next Quarter Court and likewise all other matters as shall be then objected against him. " 1 6 5 7. April 20. The same cl ay upon complaint of :i\fr. Jeremy Gregory against Thomas Weeks, the said Weeks having abused '\Varden Coxeter Ann Gregory and others that were in the se:i.rch, He was fined a J\lf arke in English Money for his offence, and in not coming to this court day." " 1 668. September 2 9. Forasmuch as Mr. John Nicasius one of the Assistants of this Company did at an Assembly of the Master Wardens and Assistants of this Company upon the 30th clay of July last utter divers uncle­cent words and opprobrious speeches revileing and vill i fying Mr. J eremy Gregory the Master of the Company and to the breach of brotherly love, of which the Master made his complaint at the last Court, and th ereupon and by order of the same Court the said Mr. N icasius hath bin duly sumoned to appeare at this Court that he m ight make his defence and that such proceed­ings m ight be there in as by  the ordinances of the Company is in ·such ca,se appointed and he hath nevertheless made default in appearance :-therefore this Court have thought fit and doe judge determine and order that he sh:i.lue 

' ° Con1p:rny's Jonrn:i l  T .  



T l l E  C LOCK ;s!.AKERS' CO;sIPANY. 7 9 againe soinonecl to appeare, att the next Court being I\Ionday the 5th day of October next, and in case he doe not appeare then and give fitting satisfaction he shall pay for such his rnisclerne:rnor, the surne of fforty shillings (being the ftine sett by the Ordinances in this Case) to the Master and \Varclens of the Company for the use of the Company.' " 1 668. December 7. The difference lJet\\"eene Mr. Nicasius and TVIr. Gregory arisen upon occas ion of some passionate 1rnrds by each to the other at a meeting the 30th of J uly last 11"as by this Court, composed, and the ffine sett upon Mr. Nicasius by the Court on the 2 9th of September last was remitted and the said parties 11·ere fully reconciled. 0 " 1 673. April 7. Whereas at this Court ,  It was proved That :Mr. John Nicasius hath spoken divers opprobrious and reproachful! 11·orcls of the I\Iaster, one of the ·wardens and one of the Assistants of the Company, tending much to their damage and cl isreputation and also as to the lessening the validity of the Charter, he for that h i s  offence and m.isdemeanour is ffinecl and ordered to pay Forty Shillings to the use of the Maste_r Wardens and ffello11"ship. 3 " 1 673-4 . February 2. l\fr. Nicasius appeared and laid clowne his ffine o f  fforty shi l l ings •.l"hich at  the Court of the 7th of April bst he ,ms ordered to pay, and did acknowledge himselfe to be sorry for the injury he had by his passionate 1rnrds clone to the I\Iaster \Varden and Assistant agrieved, and in regard of that his ackno11·ledgrnent this Court did return him 35s. and ordered him to put the other ffive shillings into the poores J3ox which he accordingly clicl.4 " 1 6 7 7. .August 23. \Yhereas at the time of solernpnity of the ffeast al Goldsmiths' Hall upon the 2 6  clay of J uly last, the then Stewards especially  Mr .  Barl011", l\Ir. Rookes and M r. Ja  mes Mark wick d id  utter 1rnrds which tended to the diminution of the 11·orth of the Master Mr. J eremie Gregory and did soe clerneane themselves as that the peace of the Company 1rns then disturbed and Brotherly love impaired, the said  Mr. Rookes and Mr. l\Iarkwick haveing been summoned to appeare this clay, that they might be discoursed and soe proceeded ll"ith as t h e  Court should according as the case, and the Ordinances of the Company in such behalfe doe require and direct, they did appeare, and those their words and clemeanoure 11·ere clebatecl.5 l\Ir. Rookes and Mr. J\farkwick were fined 5s. each but they did not pay at that time desiring time to consider. 1 677.  September 4. Mr. Rookes paid his fine. 1 6 7 7. September 24. Mr. Markwick not having paid his fine of 5s. ,ras fined 20s. 1 6 7 7 . December 3 .  Mr. Mark11·ick not having pa.id his fine pro-ceedings against him before the Lord i\Iayor were ordered to be ta.ken to compel him to pay. 1 6 7 7 -8. Febrnary 1. The difference bel 11"een M r. Ivia1 k1rick and the Company was settled by the good offices of Mr Coxete1 the Master. Mr. Mark w ick ackno1declgecl his misclemeanor and pa id r os. of which 5 s. " ere returned to him and the other put in the poor's Box. 
, 0 .s 4 s Company's J ourn:11 J .  
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" 1 6 79 .  May 5. Whereas Mr. Henry J ones one of the Assistants 
did att this Court make complain t  against l\!Ir. ] ohn Nicasius one other of the 
Assistants for that att the Ivieeting after the search made the 9th of Aprill 
last he had uttered many abusive words and comitted some abusive acts 
against him the said Mr. Jones and other l\!Iembers there, all which the 
Master and divers Assistants then present were eye and eare witnesses of, 
and the Company was thereby much disturbed. It was therefore at this Court 
ordered that the said Mr. N icasius before he shalbe admi tted to sitt att any 
Court for this Company shall pay to the use of the poor of the Company 20s. 
which this Court hath fi ned him for that his misderneanor against the Com­
pany, and if  he shall hereafter offend he i s  from thenceforth to stand suspended 
from being an Assistant .  

" 1 6 79. June 2 .  The Order of the last Court which relateth to Mr. 
Nicasius being read i n  his hearing he refused to pay the fine of 20s. then 
sett upon him and so departed the Court : It was resolved that he be sum­
moned before the Lord Maior. 

" 1 6 79. July 7. After considerable debate it was resoh-ecl until l VIr. 
Nicasius paid the fine and cost of proceeding he should stand suspended from 
all priviledges of an Assistant." '  

I n  the year 1 6 78 one of  the Court of Assistants charged 
with recusancy was suspended from his attendance at the 
M eetings of  the Court. 

" 1 6 78. November 4. Forasmuch as l\!Ir. John Matchett an Assistant 
of this Company is well knowne to be a popish .recusant, this Court did by 
vote (noe man gainsaying) suspend him from being warned to appear att and 
s itting in  any Court or l\!Ieeting with the I'lfaster Wardens and Ass istants o f  
this Company o r  any o f  them upon the Company's occasions o r  concerns 
untill i t  shalbe otherwise thought fi tt and ordered. = 

By the Ordinances of the Company, fines were imposed 
upon the M embers of  the Court who neglected their duties . 

I f  late the penalty was 

For the Master 
For \tVardens and Assistants 

s. d. 
I 6 
I 0 

I f  absent, or leaving without permission before the Court 
ended :--

For the Master 
For \i\Tardens and Assistants 

s. d. 
6 8 
5 0 

" 1 632 .  October 2yd. This clay Mr. Harris paid his fine of xii'1. 
according to the Ordinaunces of the Lawe for not appearing in clew tyrne after 
the Court was sett, and l ikewise prayers and the booke of orders being read. 

" This daye Mr. East for the like occasion in comeing late to the Court 
paid his fine accordingly. 

' = Company's J ournal I. 



THE CLOCKi'dAKERS'  COMPANY. 8 1  " This daye l\ifr. Foreman was fined for not appearing at all two Court dayes formerly, and Mr. J ohn Smith for one, according to the Ordinaunces of the Lawe. " 1 632 .  November 29 .  This daye Mr. Vaultrol l ier, Mr. Bartram, Mr. Charlton, Mr. Middnall, Mr. Smith, l\Ir. 1Villow and M r. Foreman all paid their fines for coming too late to the Court. " 1 633. August 5. This Court clay Timothy Gray appeared and was fined for his contempt in going away the last quarterclay without leave i i i'· iiij'1 · which he laid clown and the Court took but one shi l ling. " 
I n  r 6 7 6  and r 704 the F ines were varied, the alterations 

being shewn in the fol lowing Resolutions :-" 1 6 7 6. February 5 .  It  ''"as ordered on account of the neglect of divers of the Members of the Court of Assistants to attend the Court at the appointed time, that there should be paid to the use of the Company by the person making default the undermentioned fine, viz. : If the Master or ,Varden r 2 pence If an Assistant  6 pence ; and in case of not appearing at all If the Master or ,Varden 5s. If an Assistant 3s. 4d. 

" I 704. November 6. Ordered that each Mern ber of the Court of Assistants not appearing by the first hour after summons shal l pay 6d. the second hour I S. and not appearing the 3rd hour be deemed as not coming at all, The Master in each case to pay for the 1 st bour r s. 6d. 2nd hour 3s. and the 3rd hour as not coming at all and to pay 6s. Sd. , The Wardens in each case of default to pay I S. for the first hour 2s. for the 2nd and not appearing the 3rd hour to be deemed as not coming at al l. " All defaults to be decided as Members come to Court." 
The fee paid by Assistants upon thei r  election to the 

Court in 1 7 6 1  was £ 7 2s. 6d. ; in 1 8 2 7  it was i ncreased to 
£ 30, with 20s. to the Clerk and r os. to the Beadle ; and i n  
1 864 i t  was again  i ncreased to F ifty Guineas, the Clerk being 
all owed thereout 40s. and the Beadle  r os. 

On the 8th of October, r 7 5 9 ,  it was agreed that a Member 
chosen an Assistant might be excused for the usual fine of Ten 
Pounds, though he had not served the office of Steward . 

M AS T E R.  
I n  the Company's  earl y clays i t  ·was not an unusual th ing 

for the M aster to be re-elected and to serve for two years in  
succession, or  to be elected a second ti m e  after a lapse of a 
short i nterval .  This  practice, however, which prevented jun ior 
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members of the Court from attain ing the Chair, was success­
fully opposed, and on the 29th September, 1 683 ,  the following 
entry appears in the M inutes of the Court :-" 1 683. September 29th. Iviemorandum That upon debate and by vote it was determined and accordingly ordered That neither the now present :Master nor for the future either the then present Master nor any old or former l\faster shall either upon the Annual or other Election of a Master be put in nomination for Master of the Company, but that only those three persons who are next in course in point of seniority, and as they are in seniority shall be put in nomination, that one of them may be chosen Master of the Com­pany for the year ensuing. ' 

A few years later the practice ·was again amended, and the 
past Masters made eligible for re-election, one of them being 
requi red to be put up with the U pper and Renter \1\Tardens for 
election, as a,ppears by the following Extract :-" qor.  July 7 .  At this Court the consideration was resumed of putting again in nomination those of the Court of Assistants that have been Master of the Company to be chosen again Master :--and it was upon the question put agreed unto, that one that had been Master shall be again put in nomination by putting all that have been or are Masters so that he of the past Masters that has the majority of votes shall be one of the three to be put up for Master at the election with the  Upper and Renter ·wardens yearly." 

O n  the 5 th of J uly, r 8 r 3 ,  i t  was Resolved : That no 
person should be elected to the office of M aster or \i\Tarden 
until he had been five years an Assistant, the regulation not 
to affect either of the then M embers of the Court ; but on the 
6th of Apri l ,  r 8 24, i n  consequence of the great inconvenience 
experienced by the operation of this rule, the term was reduced 
to three years . 

DEATH OR RESIGNATION OF MASTER OR WARDENS. 
I t  is provided by the Charter that i n  the event of the 

Master or Wardens dying or resigning during h is or their 
year of office, the Court shall meet with in  one month and 
elect one of the 'Nardens or a Member of the Court of Assist­
ants to exercise the office so vacant for  the remainder of the 
term, and swear him in accordingly. 

' Company's J ournal 1 1 . 
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The following Extracts upon this subject shew instances 
of the course of proceeding adopted on these occasions :-" 1 66 5-6. February 9 .  lVIrs. Child the Widow of lVIr. Henry Child' our late deceased :Master appeared upon the summons given her, And it was determined and ordered that to-morrow being Saturday the r oth  instant Mr. Warden Gregory shall receive from her the Company's chest and bag of bookes and keys in her custody and upon receipt of them in good and true state shall deliver to her the bond which he and his surety gave to the Company for the true execution of his Office the said bond being delivered to Mr. \Varden Gregory for that encl." 2 " 1 7  68. February r .  At this Court a letter was read from Mr. Higgs wherein he desired to resign the office of Master and that the Court would  accept his resignation on account of h is  i l l  state of health ; and the  question being put, the majority of the Court agreed to accept thereof. " Ordered that a special Court be called for Wednesday the r oth instant on the occasion at five o'clock in the afternoon. " 1 768. February ro. At this Court lV Ir. Higgs' letter was read and the Court were unanimously of opinion to accept h is resignation on account of his ill state of health, and appointed the next Monthly Court for the Election of a Master in his room, and ordered the Clerk to send him a letter of the resolution of the Court thereon, and the Company ordered thanks to him for his past services. "The Master then declared the office of Warden vacant by the death of Mr. Glover, and the Court ordered that the vacancies occasioned by the resig­nation of Mr. Higgs and the death of lVIr. Glover be fi l led up the next Monthly Court, and that in the notices it be mentioned a special Monthly Court, reciting the extra business. " r  8 r 3. September 6. The Wardens and Court of Assistants met for the election of a Master in the room of Mr. Harry Potter deceased. A letter was read from his executors stating that on the 30th of August he died very suddenly. " The Clerk having read so much of the Charter and Bye Laws as related to the election and swearing of a New :Master in the event of a death, the Court proceeded to the election b y  ballot, when the ballot fel l  upon Mr. Isaac Rogers, who was sworn in and the various Books and the Key of the Chest given to him." 3 

\tVA RD E N S .  

A ccord ing t o  the power given i n  the Charter o f  I ncorpor­
ation three \tVardens are to be elected on M ichaelmas-day and 
upon death or removal from their  offi ce a fresh elect ion is  to 
be held .  

' The last Court he attended was h e l d  o n  the 3rd of July, 1665. 
2 Company's Journal I. 1 Comp:iny's Journ:il  T V. 
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In the troublous times at the latter part of the reign of 
K ing Charles I ,  i t  appears that only two \iVardens were ap­
pointed, for what reason is not explained. The practice was 
continued throughout the Commonwealth and the reign of 
K ing Charles I I unti l  the year r 6 7 7, when the following 
Resolution for returning to the original course, which has 
since been uninterruptedly followed, is  found in the Records :-" 1 6 7 7. September 2 9. This Court for divers reasons did think fit and vote, That there shall (be) according as the Charter directs and irnpowers that there should be and as heretofore was, but for some years past hath been discontinued a third Warden of the Company, And thereupon Mr. Richard Ames and Mr. Benjamin Bell were put in nomination and l\fr. Ames was chosen the third and youngest 'vVarden for the year ensuing. " 

RE N T E R  "WARDE N .  

I t  i s  the duty o f  the Renter \iVarden t o  receive and pay all 
moneys, to keep an account of the same ; and he is required to 
deliver in his Statement of Receipts and Expenditure at the 
close of his year of  office. 

The following Resolution was pa"ssed J uly 6th, r 640, 
whereby his duties were specifically defined :-" 1 640. July 6. It was ordered, whereas divers inconveniences are found to growe in  this fellowshipp by the confusion of severall notes of paper and loose accounts, and the never orderly enteringe the same in the booke prepared for that purpose. It  was therefore ordered by this Court, that the Renter ,,Varden then beinge or hereafter to be chosen shall betweene the severall quarter dayes of the yeare fitt his accompt exactly drawne upp of his payments and receipts and present the same to the Clarke  of the Company, to be fayrely entred and publicly read on every quarter daye before the whole Court upon payne of every default, to pay the somme of T,l"enty Shiilings to the use of the Company, and in case there shall be any Court of Assistants betweene the said qEarter dayes, then the said Renter Warden is ordered to deliver up the same to the Court without farther delay upon payne of 1 0s. for every neglect :-This Court also considering whereas there hath not formerly bin bond given for the true accompt of the Renter Warden to the said Company to re-deliver the Charter, Ordinances and other things trusted with him whereby the Company may receive much prejudice ; It was therefore ordered, that every Renter ·warden hereafter to be chosen shall immediately upon his election enter into bond of £ 200 penalty to the Com­pany to deliver up his accompts, and all that trust reposed in him exactly without confusion, and every such Warden soe refusing shall forfeit and pay to the use of the Company Five Pounds." ' 

1 Company's J onrnal I .  
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A LIS T  o.f the .MA S TERS and WARDENS, .from the 

.forniatz'on o.f the Company to the present time . 

. I 
\'ear. I Month.  

1632 1 0ct. 12 1634 13 1635 J;;l, 18 
:��� J:1 iy �i 1639 " 13 1640 Sep. 29 1641 " 29 1642 " 29 1643 1644 t 

J\I:1ster. 

David Ramsey Sampson Shel ton John Willow Elias Allen John Smi th  Sampson Shelton John Charleton John H arris Richd. Masterson* John Harris 

Senior \Va.rden.  

Henry Archer John \�7illow John Charleton Peter Clason Peter Clason Peter Clason Simon Bartram Simon Hackett Simon Bartram Simon Hackett 

Renter \Varden. J 1 1n ior \Varden. 

John Willow Sampson Sl1elton J ohn 1-I arris Francis Forman El ias A l len John Midnal l  Richard Masterson Sim<m Hackett Richard Masterson Simon Bartram Edward East Simon Bartram Eel ward East Robert Grin kin Robert Grinkin Richard Chi ld Robert Grinkin Thomas House Robert Grinkin Richard Child 
1645 Sep. 29 Ecilrnrcl Easl Robert Grinkin Osll'ell Durant Onesipherus Heiden 

Thomas Alcock 1646 ,, 29 Simon H ackett I Thoma!, Alcock 
1647 Oc:t. 11 1 648 Sep. 29 

Oct. 8 " 14 
,, 20 
" 4 Sep. 29 " 29 Oct. 1 Sep. 29 Oct. I 

Oct. 3 " I 
" 7 
" 6 
" 5 
" .) Feb. 27 Jan. 14 
'' 20 Sep. 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 ,, 30 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 ,, 30 " 29 " 29 

do .  Robert Grinkin 
do. S imon Bartram do. Edward East John icasius Robert Grinkin John Nicasius Thomas Holland Benjamin Hill 

do. Onesipherus Heiden do. J ohn Nicasius do. Thomas Holland do. Benjamin Hill do. John Pennock do. :\'icholas Coxe ler Simon Hackett do. John Pennock H enry Chile! John Coxeler John Bayes do. do. John Pennock Jeremy Gregory Henry Child § do. Jeremy Gregory Thomas Taylor Do. to Michaelmas do. do. cio. Thomas Taylor Thomas C laxton clo. do. Thomas Claxton Samuel H orne Nicholas Coxeter do. S amuel H orne Jeffery Bailey do.  do. Jeffery Hailey Isaac Daniel do. John Matchett J cremy Gregory do. Nicholas Coxeter Ralph Almond l{alph Aimone! Samuel Vernon Samuel Vernon \Valter Hayes \-Valter T Tayes John Browne 

do. John Nicasius 
do. Robert Smith t do. Benjamin Hill do.  John Pennock do. Nicholas Coxeter do. John Bayes do. Jeremy Gregory do. Thomas Taylor do. Abraham Beckner Abrhm. Beckner II Thomas Claxton do. Samuel Horne do. Jeffery Bailey do. Isaac Daniel do. John M atchell Ralph ·Almond do. folrn Browne Richard Ames Benjamin Bell Richard Lyons 

,- Died in r653. Jo11r1 1al J, p 6.1. t �o en t ry of Election . t Died 165,1 . Jorrrn�I I, p. 7 1 .  § Died irr orficc. 
'! I J icd i n  office. 

,r The re-appointment of a th i rd \Var<lc11 agrc;c<l u pon at this <l:uc. 

Richard A mes 1 Benjamin Hel l  Richard Lyons Thomas Wheelc  
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Yc:i.r. l\fonth. Senior \V:i.rdcn.  Renter \V:u-den. J un ior \Varden. 

1 68 1  
1 682 
1 683 1 684 1 6S5 1 686 1 6S7  1 688 1 689 1 690 1 69 1  1 692 1 693 1 694 1 695 1 696 1 697 1 698 1 699 1 700 1 70 1  1 702 

-.I I 703 
I 704 1 705 1 706 I 707 1 708 1 709 1 7 1 0  l 7 1  I 1 7 1 2 1 7 1 3  1 7  I 3 
I 7 1 4  
I 7 1 5  I 7 1 6  l 7 1 7  I 7 1 S  1 7 19 l 720 1 72 1  - 1 722 1 723 1 724 I 725 
I 725 1 726 1 72 7  1 728 1 729 1 730 

Sep. 29 John l3rO\\·ne Richard Ames Thomas Wheeler Richnrd Jarrnll 
? f Richard Ames Thomas \Vheeler Richard Jarrnlt Edwnrd Norris " -9 t Benpm1n Bell ,, 29 Richard Lyons R ichard Jarratt Edward Norris Thomns Taylor t , ,  29 I Thomas vVheelcr Edward Norris Thomas Taylor J ohn Harris 29 R.ichard Jarratt Thomas Taylor T ohn H arris Nathaniel BarrO\\. ,, 29 Edwnrd Norris John Harris ·Nathaniel Barrow Henry \Vynn ,, 29 Thoi11as Taylor Nathaniel Barrow Henry \Vynn H enry J ones ,, 29 John Harris Henry \Vynne J f enry Jones N icasius Russell ,, 30 I Nathaniel Barrow Henry Jones N icasius Russell \V illiam Knotsford 29 Henry Wynne Nicasius Russell \Villiam Knotsford William C l ement ,, 29 Henry Jones \\' i l l iam Knotsford William Clement \\'ither Cheney ,, 29 N icasius Russell W illiam Clement \\l i ther Cheney John Sellars ,, 29 \Villiam Knolsford \•\l ither Cheney Waller Henshaw Edward Stanton ,, 29 \Villiam Clements Walter Henshaw Edward Stanton J ohn Ebsworlh ,, 30 \Valtcr Henshawt Edward Stanton John Ebsworth R.obt. \�1 illiamson ,, 29 Edward Stanton § John Ebsworth Robert\Villiamson ]Zobert Halsted ,, 29 John Ebsworth Robcrt\Villiamson Robert Halsted Charles Gretton ,, 29 RobertWilliamson Robert Halsted Charles Gretton \\Im. Speakman ,, 29 Robert Halsted Charles Gretton \Villi am Speakman J osh. \V inclmills,Jr. ,, 30 C harles Gretton William Speakman Joseph \Vinclmills Thomas Tompion ,, 29 \Villiam Speakman Joseph W i ndmi lls Thomas Tompion .Robert \Vebster ,, 29 Joseph V1' indmills Thomas Tompion Robert 'Webster Benjamin Grayes ,, 29 Thomas Tompion Robert \Vebster Benjamin Graves John Finch , ,  29 Robert Webster Benjamin Graves f ohn F inch Samuel March:rnt ,, 29 Benjamin Graves John Finch ) ohn Pepys Dnniel Quare ,, 30 John Finch  John Pepys Daniel Quare Geo. Etherington ,, 29 John Pepys Daniel Quare Geo. Etherington Thomas Taylor ,, 29 Daniel Quare Geo. Etherington Thonias Taylor Thomas Gibbs ,, 29 Geo. Etherington Thomas Taylor Thomas Gibbs John Shaw ,, 29 Thomas Taylor Thomas G ibbs John Shaw John Bnrrow ,, 29 Thomas Gibbs John Shaw John Barrow George l\Iertt ins , , 29 John Shaw John Barrow George Merttins II Thomas Feildcr , ,  29 Sir Geo. l\Icrll ins Thomas Feilder William Jaques John Clews 'if Oct.30* • , do. fohn Barrow Thomas Feilder W illiam Jaques Sep. 29 John Barrow Thomas Feilder William J aques John Trubshaw ,, 29 Thomas Feilde1· William Jaques Nath. Chamberlain Richard Street. ,, 29 \Villiam Jaques Nath. Chamberlain Thomas Windmills Echrnrd Crouch ,, 30 Nath. Chamberlain Thomas \Vindrnills Edward Crouch James Mark wick , ,  29 Thoma, \Vindmills Edward Crouch James l\farkwick Martin Jackson , ,  29 Edward Crottch James l\farkwick iVfartin Jackson George Graham ,, 29 James /l [arkwick /IIartin J ackson George Graham John Berry ,, 29 /I Iartin J ackson George G raham J ohn Berry, J os. \Villiamson , ,  29 George Graham John Berry Jos. v\li ll iamson ·Francis  Robinson ,, 30 John Berry Jos. \Villiamson Francis Robinson Samuel Sadleir ,, 29 Jos. Williamson tt Francis Robinson Peter \Vise Langley Bradley Tune - Francis Robinson Peter \Vise Langley Bradley Cornelius Herbert ·sep. 29 Peter \Vise Langley Bradley Cornelius Herbert James Drury ,, 29 Langley Bradley Cornelius Herbert Ja mes Drury Richard Vick , , 29 Cornelius Herbert James Drnry Richard Vick Thomas Stones ,, 30 James D ru ry Ricl1ard Vick Thomas Stones John Marsden ,, 29 Richard Vick Thomas Stones J ohn Marsden \Villiam Bertram ,, 29 Thomas Stones John l\Iarsclen \Vi ll iam Bertram \Vm. Tomlinson 

.;, D ied the 1 2th of October following, before he w:1s sworn in. t Thomas �b.ncorne elected, b11t excused upon :1 fine both for this and ;ill the other offices. t \ViLl1er Cheney elected 1Iaster for this year, but wa.s excused :i.t his own request upon making a suitab le 
i\Cknowlcdgment to the Poor Box. § John Sel l:i.r cho�en i\Iaster, but excused on :1ccount of b:-tcl health. 11 Alderman of Bridge \Varel . � Un:i.blc to scn·c the office on :1cco11nt of i l l  health. " ', ; A re-election took place. tt Died in  office June, 1 725. 
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Ye:1.r. i\fonih. 1\[aster. Senior \V:uden. Renter \Varden. 
--

1 73 1  Sep. 29 John ;\Iarsden \\'illi::im Bertr::i.111 \Vm. Tomlinson 
I 732 " 29 \V i l liam Bertram * vVm. Tomlinson John El l i cott i" 
I 733 " 29 \Vm. Tomlinson Edward Fnulkner Hugh Richards 1734 " 30 Edward Faulkner Hugh Richards J ames Snelling 1735 " 29 Hugh Rich::irds James Snelling Thos. \Vrightson 1736 , ,  29 J ames Snelling Thos. \Vrightson J ohn i\faberly 
I 737 , ,  29 Thos. Wrightson John Maberly J ohn Pcpys 1738 " 29 John i\Iaberly John Pepys W illiam Shern·oocl 1739 " 29 John 1:'epys \Vi lliam Shern·ood J ohn Stafford 1740 " 29 William Sherwood J ohn Stafford Thomas Hughes 1741 " 29 John Stafford Thomas Hughes David Hubert 
1 742 , ,  29 Thomas Hughes David Hubert John I-] iorne 
1 743 , ,  29 D avid Hubert John I -I iorne Joshua Appleby 
1 744 " 29 John Hiorne Joshua Appleby rames Bl:-tckbor°''" 1745 , ,  30 J oshu::i Appleby Jas. Bl ackborow§ ·/lfatthcw Skinnc1· 1 746 " 29 Mat thew Sk inner N ::ithanie !Delancler Samuel \Vhichcotc 1747 " 29 N athanie! Delancler Samuel \Vhichcote William Sc::ife 1748 , , 29 Sa111uel \Vhichcotc William Scafe Henry Horne 1 749 " 2 ;)  W illiam Scafe Henry Horne N'  athaniel Style 
I 750 " 29 Henry Horne Nathaniel Style . I oseph Stephens 
1 7 5 1  " 30 Nathaniel Style Joseph Stephens r - r  en ton Browne 
I 752 , ,  29 J oseph Stephen, I fen ton Bro1rne J aspcr Taylor 
I 753 " 29 Henton Browne Jasper 'L1 ylor \\l illiam Webster 1 754 " 30 J asper Taylor Will iam \Vebster Francis Perigal 
I 755  " 29 Wil l iam \Vebster Francis Perigal Charles Cabrier 
I 756 " 29 Francis Perigal Charles Cabrier Conyers Dunlop 
I 757 " 29 Charles Cabrier Conyers Dunlop Devereux Bowly 
l 758 " 29 Conyers Dunlop Devereux J3owly Stephen Goujon 
I 759 " 29 Devereux Bowly Stephen Goujon Benjam in S i cley 1 760 " 29 Stephen Coujon Benjam in  Sidey J ohn J ones r 761 , ,  29 Benjamin Sicley J ohn Jones Anthony Henn 1762 " 29 John Jones Anthony Benn William Addis 1763 " 29 Anthony Benn<ZJ } W ill iam Addis Thomas Hughes 1 764 " 5 Sam .  \Vhichcote 1764 " 29 Will iam Addis Thomas Hughes Daniel Fenn 
I 765 " 30 Tho111as H ughes Daniel Fenn l'eler H iggs 
I 766 " 29 Daniel Fenn Peter J r iggs Hoyer Clover 
I 767 �I;r. 29 Peter Higg;; **  Doyer Clo1·er *''' Ja mes Carringlon 1768 7 S .  Charringto11 H Ch::irles Merry Thomas Carle 1768 Sep. 29 Charles Merry Thomas Gade T ames Brown 1769 , ,  29 Thomas Carle James Hro\\'n ] )anicl Aveline 
1 7 70 , ,  29 J ames Drown Daniel Aveline Eliezer Chater 1771 " 30 Daniel A 1·eline tt  Eliezer Chaler David Rivers 
1 7 72  " 29 Eliezer Chater David Ri vers \Villiam Rogerson 17 73 , ,  2 9  David Ri vers William Rogerson Francis Perigal 
I 7 74 " 29 Will ia111 Rogerson Francis Perigal Joseph Stephens 
I 775 " 29 Francis Perigal J o.,eph Stephens William I fo11·es 
1 776 " 30 Joseph Stephens Wi llia111 I I owes Southern Payne 1777  " 29 Wil l iam J. lowes Southern Payne Will iam Plumley 1 7 78 " 29 Sou thern J.'::iyne \Villiam Plumley Francis Atk ins 

J unior \V:1.rclcn. 

John Ellicott Edward Fnulkne1  .f nmes Snelling \V ill iamWel Jster) John i\faberly John Pepys Wm. Sherwood John Stafford Thomas Hughes David Hubert John H iornc Joshua Appleby J as. Black borow i\!atthew Skinne1 N ::ithanl. Delande William Scafe J ohn M uHorcl II Nathaniel Style Joseph Siephens H enton 13roll'ne Jasper T::iylor William Webster Francis Perigal Charles Cabrier Conyers Dunlop Devereux Bo\\'ly Stephen Goujon Benjamin Sidey J ohn Jones Anthony Benn \V ill ia 11 1  f\clc l i s Thomas Hughes 
Daniel Fenn 
l"eter H iggs Boyer Clover \Vill iami\latthe"·· Charles Merry J ames Brown Daniel 1\ veline Eliezer Chater David Rivers \Vi ll iam Rogerso1 Francis Perigal J oseph Stephens \Villiam I lowse Southern Payne \V illiam Plumley Francis A t  l, ins Robert Poole 

* I Jied <luring his yc:u of office (August) 
t S11ccccdc<l upon h i�  decease, J une, 1 733, by Edward F:11 i lkner . J- T ugh R ich:uds chosen J unior 

\Varden i n  the room of Faulkner. 
t Thomas \Vrightson chosen i 1 1  the room of \V i l l iam \Vcbstcr, dccea'icd, Scptc!nbcr · , st .  r 735 . 
§ Died in JU iy, '1 7-t6 : Ski rrnt.:r was cho;;cn U pµcr \\':1.rdcn, .Dcl:-u1dcr i\ l 1ddlc \V:1rclcn, and Samuel 

\Vhichcote was chosen j 11nior \Varden. 
Ii Died Apri l ,  1 7 .18 ; H enry J l ornc chosen i n  his room. 

}l f,i:� 1�
1
�c�;���� of the i l l ness of Lhe �\ T:1stcr, r d r. H iggs, :1nd the dc:1th of Hoyer Clover, a new E lection 

w:1s held on i\ 1 3.rch 7 th ,  r 7E8 lsec New Elect ion I . . . 
tt September 1 3th .  H enry 1 1  orne elected i\l aster for the rem:undcr of the ye;1.r, 1 1 1  the room of Samuel 

Ch:nrington , deceased. 
H Died in  his ye�r or office [Angnst] .  
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1779 , Sep. 29 William Plumley Francis Atkins Robert Poole Thomas Lea 1780 ,, 29 Francis Alkins Robert Poole Thomas Lea Nath. Sargeant 1781 ,, 29 Robert Poole Thomas Lea "Nath. Sergeant J ames Green 1782 ,, 30 Thomas Lea Nath. Sergeant fames G reen H ilton \Vray 17S3 ,, 29 Nath. Sergeant J ames Green °1-l ilton \Vray Edward Tutel r 7S4 ,, 29 fames C reen Hilton \Vray Edward Tutel Charles H owse 1785 , , 29 ·l- I ilton \Vray Eclwarcl Tutct Charles Holl'se Tames Richarcbon 1786 ,, 29 Eclwarcl Tutct Charles Howse J ames R ichardson ·i::liezcr Chater 1787 ,, 29 Charles H owse James Ri charclson Nath. Sergeant Richard Style 17S8 ,,  29 fames Richardson Benjamin Sicley Richard Style Daniel Fenn 1 789 ,, 29 ·uenjamin  Sicley Richard Style Daniel Fenn Rev. Dr. Robert 

I 791 

I 793 1794 I 795 I 796 I 797 i 79S I 799 ,Soo , Sor  1So2 1So3 1804 1 805 1806 1807 1808 1S09 1810  181 I 1812 1813 1813 1814 1S I 5 

1816 
1817 
1818 

1820 
-- 1821 

,, 29 Richard Style Daniel Fenn Rev. Dr. Robert Hamilton Samuel Fenn 
Hamilton Samuel Fenn 

" 29 
" 29 
, , 30 " 29 ,, 29 " 29 " 29 > , 29 
' '  30 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 , ,  30 " 29 " 29 " 29 ,, 29 , ,  29 ,, 30 " 29 

6 " 29 , , 29 " 29 

, , 29 
" 29 
" 29 
" 29 
" 29 

Daniel Fenn Rev. Dr. Robert Hamilton Rev. Dr. Robert Sanrnel Fenn Hami lton 
Wi l liam Rivers 

\\ illiam RiYers Harry Potter, ] un. 
Samuel Fenn William R ivers Harry Potter John J ackson William R ivers l iarry Potter, Sen . J ohn Jackson J ohn \Varel l larry Potter John Jackson John \Varel R. Duncombe, J r./ John Jackson John \Varel R ichel. Duncombe J ohn Marriott V J ohn Ward Richel . Duncombe f ohn i\larriott :/ Matthew Dutton Richel. Duncombe John Marriott V �latthell' Dutton \V. Plumley, Jun. John Marriott Y .\'fatthew Dutton William l'lumley Edward G ibson :\fatthew Dutton Will iam Plumley E,hrnrcl G ibson T imothy Chisman v\'illiam Plumley Ec!warcl Gibson Timothy Chisman William P ierce Ec!ward Gi bson Timothy Chisman William Pearce 'N i l liam Robins Timothy Chisman Will iam Pearce William Robins F. S .  Pcrigal. Jun. William Pearce William Robins f. S. Perigal, Jun. Samuel Taylor William Robins F. S Perigal, Jun. Samuel Taylor Thomas Dolley F. S. Perigal, Jun. Samuel Taylor Thomas Dolley \V. Robson Samuel Taylor Thomas Dolley William Eobson Paul P. Barraucl Thomas Dollev  William Robson Paul P. Barraud J ames i\ Ic Cabe William Robson Paul P .. Barraucl f ames i\ I c Cabe George Atk ins * Paul P. Barraucl James Mc Cabe t [saac Roge 1 s  J ohn Thll'aites do. Harry Potter do. clo. Harry Potter :l: l Isaac Rogers ) Isaac Rogers j Wi l liam H.obins J W illinm J{ohins John Jackson do. do. John Thwaites William Robson 

John Tlrn·�iks fohn R. Arnold 
John Thwaites John R. Arnold do. do. J ohn Roger .-\rnold Benjamin Le11·is Vulliamy William Robson John RogerArnold Benjam i n  Lcll'is �latthew Dutton 

John Roger Arnold John Thwaites 
W i lliam Robson § \Villiam Plumley, 
John Thwaites 

do. 
Jun. Benjamin Lewis Vnlliamy do. 

Vulliamy do. 
do. 

PaulPhilipBarraud 

W ill:am Plumley, Jun. J ohnJ ackson,Jun. 
do. 

John J ackson,Jun. Justi n  Theodore Vulliamy Benjamin Lell'is Vnlliamy John Jackson, Jun. Justin Theodore \Villiam Robson Vulliamy 
0+= Resigncd upon his election :1.s Clerk the 22nd December, 1809 ; John Grant elected Jun ior \Varden, 

J:1.n11ary 8th, 18 10 ; fl f r. Gr:rnt's death announced !\lay 7th, and l:-;:l:1C Rogers elected J un ior  \Varden, 
J une 4th, 1 8 10. t Di:cc:1sed ; H:1.rry Potter elected in  his room, October 7th, 1 8 1 1 .  t Dece:1.sed 30th August, 1 8 r 3 ; Isaac Rogers elected Scptcmbc1 6th, 1 8 1 3  . 

. § Thin.l t ime dccte<l !> ! aster. :\ t the close of his yc:1.r of office the thanks of the Company were Yotcd to 
h11n. 
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Vear. i\1011 1 h .  i\lasler. Senior \Varden. Renter Warden. J unior \V3rdcn. -- ---
1 822 cp. 30 John Jackson, J un. Justin Theodore \·Vi l l iam Robson Henry Clarke 

- 1 823 Vul liamy 
" 29 . Benjamin Lewis do. Isaac Rogers do. Vulliamy 1824 " 29 [ saac Rogers Francis Perigal Henry Clarke Richard Vl'ebster - 1 825 29 Benjamin Lewis H enry Clarke Richard \�1 ebsLe1· H.ichardGanthony Vul l iamy 1826 " 29 J ohn J ackson do. Richard Ganthony \Villiam Harris - 1S27 " 29 Benjamin Lewis Richard G anthony \Vil l iam Harris John Sharp Vul l iamy 1828 " 29 R ichard Ganthony \Viliam Harris John Sharp Edward Ellicott 1 829 " 29 do. do. do. do. 1 830 " 29 William Harris John Sharp Edward Ellicot t  William James Frodsham 1 8 3 1  " 29 do .  do. do. do. 1 832 " 29 do. do. do. do. 1 833 " 30 John Sharp Edward Ellicott William James John G rant Frodsham - 1 834 " 29 fdward Ellicott Wil liam J ames John Grant Will iam G ravell 1.-roclsham 1 835 29 do. * 

} 1 835 J ;.'ly - John Sharp clo. clo. do .• 
- 1 836 Sep. 29 William J ames John G rant Wil liam G ravel l Joseph Fenn Frodsham 1 837 " 29 do. do . do. do. 1 838 " 29 John Grant Wi l l iam Gravell Joseph Fenn R i chard Pinfolcl 

1839 " 30 do. do. clo. Ganthony do. r 840 " 29 Wi l liam G ra ve l l  Joseph Fenn Richard Pin fold JohnRogerArnold Ganthony 1 8,+ r  " 29 do. do. do. do. 1 842 " 29 Joseph Fenn R.ichard Pinrold J ohn RogerArnoklt George Atkins Ganthony 1 843 " 29 do. do. George Atkins B. L. Vul l iamy r844 . ,  30 lzichard Pin fold 1 Bcnj::unin Lewis Francis Bryant Ganthony j. George Atkins Vul liamy Adams r 345 Jan. 24 G eorge Atkins 1 845 Sep. 29 George Atkins John Grant B.  L. Vulliamy F. B. ' dams r846 " 29 John Grant B. L. Vulliamy F. B.  Adams J. J\. Perry ., 1 8-j 7 29 J _; .  L. Vul liamy § F. B. Adams J. A. Perry G. J l itrker 1 84 ' " 29 F. B. Adams J. A. Perry G. Harker J. J\dams 1 849 " 29 do. do. clo. do. 1 850 " 30 J .  A. Perry George l larker James Adams Char les Frodsham 1 85 I " 29 do. do. do. do. 1852 " 29 George Harker J. Adams C. Frodsham John Carter, Aid. and Sheriff 1 853 " 29 do. do. do. John Carter, Aid. 1 854 " 29 James Adams C. Frodsham John Carter, Aid. R.  H. Kennedy, Aid. -l 1 855 " 29 Charles Frodsham John Carter, Aid .  R .  H. Kennedy, John G rant A id. and Sheriff 1 856 " 29 Aid. Carter A id. Kennedy John Grant \Vm. Rowlands I 857  " 29 James Adams John Grant \Villiam l{owlands G. W. Adams. 1 858 " 29 J ohn Grant \Vm. l{owlands George \V.  Adams Charles Frodsham 
i :-,59 " 29 A id .  Carter do. do. do. Lord i\ J ayor e lect 

* Died in July. 
t Died in February, 184 3 , and George Alkins elected i 1 1  his roo,n , :i.nd B. L. V u l l i:tmy clcclc<l J unior 

\Varden .  
t Died i n  January, 1 8,1 5. . . § F ive t imes i\Iastcr. The Courl presented h im with  a piece or Plate, J u ly, 1 8.19 ,  
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Year. l\[onth. 
r 86o 186 1 ·"-. 1862 r 863 1864 1865 1866 1867 1 868 1 868 1 869 1 870 187 1  1872 1873 1 874 1 875 1 876 1877 1 878 1 879 

Sep. 29 ' '  30 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 
' '  30 " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 , ,  29 
" JO " 29 " 29 " 29 " 29 ,, 29 " 29 " 29 

THE C LOCK i\fAKERS' CO�f PANY. 

Senior \Varden. Renter \Varden. 
I \V, Rowlands I G. \V. Adams C. Frodsham George W. Aclams
1 

Charles Frodsham Joseph Fenn Charles Frodsham Joseph Fenn George Harker Joseph Fenn Aid. Carter F. B. Adams Alcl. Carter F. B. Adams f .  Addison F. B.  Adams John Addison \.Villiam Rowland,; J. G .  C. Addison 'Nm. Rowlands G . \V. Adams \V. Rowlands * l John G rant t j G. \V. Aclams vV. Lawley 

Junior \Varden. 
J. Fenn George Harker Aki . Carter J. G. C. Addison R. H. Kennedy G. vV. Adams \\' i lliam Lawley 
George Moore 

G. \�7 • Acbms vVm. Lawley George Moore Charles Frodsham Wi ll iam Lawley George Moore Chas. Froclsl1am F. B .Aclams, J r. t  George Moore Chas. Frodsham § Vim.  vV ing Chas. \Vellborne J. G. C.  Addison \Vm. \Ving C. Wellborne Wm. Lawley Wm. Wing Charles \Vellborne \Vm. Lawley George Moore Charles \,Ve l lborne \,V, Lawley George l\foore J .  S. Adams W il l iam Lawley George Moore J. S .  Adams Alex. Angus Croll George Moore J. S. Adams Col A. A. Croll \Vm. Parker J. S. Adams Col .  A. A. Cro l l  \Vm. Parker V,'m. Butche1 11 Col. A. A.  Croll \Vm. Parker Robert Dobree 1 \Vm. \Vrng William Parker \•V i l l iam W ing Charles \•Veil borne J .  S. Adams W i l l iam Wing Charles Wellborne J. S. Adams S . Elliott Atk ins, Deputy 

T RE A S U R E R. 
I n  the year 1 647  a Treasurer was appointed for the 

reasons given in  the following Resolution :-" 1 647. October r r. The day above said it was likewise ordered, That whereas l\!Ir. Heiden being Renter ,Varden and refusing to give security for the stock of the Company, the Company thought it fit that it should be put to voices that :Mr. East and Mr. Hackett should be putt in nomination for Treasurer and then l\!Ir. East was chosen and it was ordered that the money should be paid unto him, and he to give bond to the Company for it." ' 
The office ceased with the death of Mr. East. 

C LE R K. 
The following is a list of the Clerks of the Company 

since its formation ; with extracts, where obtainable, from the 
minutes of proceedings of  their admission, etc . ,  to office :-1 6  3 r. August 2 2. Thomas Copley appointed by the Charter to hold office for l ife. 

* Dcce3.sed during h is  year of office, 22nd September, 1 868. t Five times i\laster. See distingu ished IV.lembers. t Deceased n th � l arch, 1 870, W. Wing elected April 4th, 1870. § Died during his year of office, J. G.  C. Addison elected July 3r d ,  1 8 7 1 .  ! I  Died o n  t h e  4 t h  of  J anuary, 1 877. R .  Dobree elected January 8 t h ,  1877 ,  i r  Died during his year of ofllce, \V, Wing elected April 8 th ,  1 878 .  Charles Wellborne be ing elected Junior \Varden. ' Company's Journal I .  



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. 
LIST OF MASTERS AND WARDENS 

m continuation of the List in the History of the Company 1 632- 1 879 
Year. �lonth. Master. Senior Warden. Renter Warden. 

--

1 880 Sept. 29 Charles \,Vellborne1 ] . Scovell Adams Samuel E .  Atkins, Dep. 
1 881  , ,  29 Samuel E .  Atkins, Dep. J. Scovell Adams Saul Isaac 
1 882 ,, 29 J. Scovell Adams Saul Isaac Alexander A. Croll 
1 883 , ,  29 Saul  Isaac Alexander A. Croll Edward J. Thompson 
1 884 , ,  29 Alexander A. Croll Edward J. Thompson Herbert J .  Adams 
1 885 ,, 29 Edward J. Thompson Herbert J. Adams John N. Dymond 
1 886 , ,  29 Herbert J .  Adams J ohn N .  Dymond William Parker 
1 887 , ,  29 J ohn N. Dymond \Villiam Parker� J oseph Savory, Alcln. 
1 888 " 29 J oseph Savory, Alcln. Samuel E .  Atkins, Dep. Daniel Clarke 
1 889 , ,  30  Samuel E .  Atkins, Dep .  Daniel Clarke Rev. H. L. Nelthropp 
1 890 , ,  29 Joseph Savory, Aldn.3 Daniel Clarke Rev. H .  L. Nelthropp 
1 89 1  , ,  29 Daniel Clarke Rev. H .  L.  Nelthropp Saul Isaac 
1 892 ,, 29 Rev. H .  L. Nelthropp Saul Isaac Eel ward J. Thompson 
1 893 , ,  29 Rev. H. L .  Nelthropp Edward J. Thompson J oseph Fenn 
1 894 , ,  29 Edward J. Thompson J oseph Fenn Charles E .  Atkins 
1 895 , ,  30  Joseph Fenn Charles E .  Atkins Herbert J .  Adams 
1 896 " 29 Charles E. Atkins Herbert J. Adams John \V. Carter 
1 897 ,, 29 Herbert J. Adams John William Carter Joseph W. Abbott 
1898 " 29 J ohn William Carter J oseph \V. Abbott \\1alter D. Cronin 

1 899 " 29 J oseph vVilliam Abbott l 'Walter D. Cronin William H .  M .  Christie 
Astronomer Royal 

1 900 ,, 29 \Valter D. Croni n  Wil l iam H .  M .  Christie George W. Atkins 
1 Astronomer Royal 

1 90 1  " 30 Will iam H. lVI .  Christie George \V . :\tkins Joseph Fenn 
Astronomer Royal 

1 902 " 29 George vV. Atkins J oseph Fenn W. H .  S .  Gilbert 
1 903 " 29 Joseph Fenn W. H. S .  Gilbert Wi l liam Barnsdale 
1 904 , ,  29 W. H. S .  Gilbe1t \Vi l l iam Barnsclale Charles T.  Harris 
1 905 " 29 \Vi l l iam Barnsclale Charles T. Harris J. Scovell Adams 
1 906 " 29 Charles T.Harris, Dep. J .  Scovell Adams Phillip v\Tooclman 
1 907 I , ,  30  J .  Scovell Adams Phillip vVoodman4 Charles E. Atkins 
1 908 " 29 Charles E. Atkins J ames Alfred l{een H. D.  Gardner 
1 909 " 29 J ames Alfred Keen I H. D .  Gardner Sir J oseph Savory, Bt. 
1 9 1 0  . .  29 H. D. Gardner Sir J oseph Savory, Bt. J. v\l . Carter 
1 9 1 1 " 29 Sir J oseph Savory, Bt. 1 J .  W.  Carter '0/. D. Cronin 
1 9 1 2  " 30 J .  W. Carter Sir W. H. 1\1. Christi e F. B. Adams 
1 9 1 3  , ,  . 29 Sir W. H. M. Christie F .  B Adams Revel. H. S .  Cronin 
1 9 1 4  " 29 F.  B. Adams Revel . H. S .  Cronin G .  W. Atkins 
1 9 1 5  " 29 Revd . H. S .  Cronin G .  W. Atkins I 

\V. Barnsdale 
1 9 1 6  29 G. W. Atkins Vi/. Barnsclale J. Scovell Adams 
1 9 1 7  Oct. 1 J .  Scovell Adams W.  J. Barnsclale T.  A. Bul lock 

1 9 1 8  Sept. 30 Wm.  J. Barnsclale T. A. Bu llock Sir F .  W. Dyson, F . R. S .  
1 9 1 9  Oct. 1 3  T. A. Bullock Sir F.  W. Dyson, F . R . S . Sir J oseph Savory, Bt. 
1 920 Sept. 29 T. A. Bullock Sir F.  W. Dyson, F . R. S . Sir Joseph Savory, Bt. '; 
1 9 2 1  " 29 Sir F . W. Dyson, F.R .S. F. B. Adams W . R.  Corke 
1 922 29 F. B.  Adams W .  R. Corke H. M. Gaydon 
1 923 Oct. 8 W. R.  Corke H. M .  Gayclon H. Rotherham 
1 924 Sept. 29 H .  M .  Gayclon H. Rc,therham Percy \Vebster 
1 925 . , ,  29  H .  Rotherham Percy Webster Daniel Buckney 
1 926 " 29 Percy vVebster D. Buckney; W. J .  L. Smith 
1 927 " 29 Charles E. Atkins W. J. L. Smith W. ]. Barnsdale 
1 928 ,, 28 W. J. L.  Smith W. J. Barnsclale Sir F. W . Dyson , F . R . S. 
1 929 " 30 W. J .  Barnsdale S irF .  W. Dyson , P .R .S .  T.  J .  Ive  
1 930 " 29 Sir F. W. D yson , F . R. S. T. J .  lve8 SirF. G . Newbolt, KC. 
1 93 1  29 S ir F . G . Newbolt, KC.  B .  Kettle B. T. Greening 
1 932 Oct. 7 B. Kettle B. T.  Green ing J .  H .  Rendell 
1 933 Sept. 29 B.  T. Greeni ng J .  H. Rendell H. Rotherham 
1 934 Oct. 1 J .  H. Rendell H. Rotherham F. Mercer 
1 935 , ,  14 H.  Rotherham F. Mercer C.  F.  J ohnston 

1 Charles Wellhorne died 1 6th September, 1 881 . William Wing elected for remainder of the term. 
2 William Parker died 26th September, 1888, three days before the Elect10n Court. 
3 Joseph Savory, Alderman, elected for the second time, he being Lord Mayor elect. 
4 Phillip Woodman died March 30th, 1908. 
5 J .  A . Kee11 died 31st May, 1 9 1 7. 
6 Sir Joseph Savory died October 1st, 192 1 .  
7 Daniel Buckney, died July 28th, 1926. 
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THE CLOCl<.i\IAKERS' CO:\ I PANY. g r  

S,vorn into office at the first Court held I 2th October, 
1 63 2 . Power was given to the M aster, \Nardens and Court 
of Ass i stants by  the Charter from time to time and at al l times 
after his death to choose, name, and make, one other d iscreet 
person, to be Clerk of the fellowship to hold office during the 
good ·wil l  and p leasure of the Court. 

1 63 6 .  August I .  Thomas Shelton was elected.  " This clay was freely elected and chosen and sworn Clerk of the Com­pany of Clockmakers Thomas Shelton of Furnival l s  Inn in Holborne, Gent, and it is ordered that the said Clerke shall not at any tyme receive any writings or copies from henceforth in anywise touching the Company but shall from time to t ime bring in  and redel i ver the same from one court clay to another as occasion shall requ ire for tl1e confirmation of him in the said place. " ' 
1 6 5 1 - 2 .  J anuary 5 .  Thomas Morgan was chosen .  

I 6 59 .  J anuary 1 6 . Thomas H oll and was admitted .  " This clay Thomas Hollan cl according t o  his petition was admitted for Clerk and Beadle to the Company and to officiate in the said places that so h is  abil i t ies may be seen for them by Laclyclay next being the next _quarter clay. " 1 662 .  August 20. This Court clay Mr. Thomas Hol land was suspended from acting any more as Clerk or Beadle to this Company (11emi11e co11tra­rlicente). " 1 662 .  September r .  This Court day Mr. Holland the former Clerk to this Company delivered up the Bookes and all other things belonging to the Company and was paid what the Company did owe him and discharged of his service for the time to come. " 
I 66 2 .  September r .  Thomas Goodwin  chosen. " This Court clay Mr. Thomas Goodwin (upon his petit ion) was chosen to execute the place of Clerk to this Company .. " 1 683. Apr i l  2. Ordered that annually on the 2 9th of September when the Master and ·wardens are put in nomination and chosen so shall the C ierk and Beadle  l ikewise be then nominated and chosen." 
I 7-. Francis Spe idell. 

recorded, but in I 704 appear 
reference to him :-

The elate of h is  election i s  not 
the following entries with 

' Compri.ny's Jounrnl I . 
H 



THE C LOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. " r  704. September 2 9 .  This Court was petitioned by the present Clerk Franc Speidell acknowledging his faults and misapplication of some of the Company's money come to his hands, promiseing amendment and reparation and praying to be continued Clerk. It was upon debate and consideration had thereon, Ordered That the said Speidell shall have time till the Monthly Court in November to make out his accounts of what money is in his hands umnswered of the Orphan duty received by him, and also shall m::ike up the account of the Law Charges and the Moneys paid to the Attorney in the suit against Bird, and produce the receipts for the same, and what the whole of that charge amounts unto, and also that he perfect his entries and other business of the Company by that time and deliver the books belonging to the Company to the Master, and then the Company will come to a resolution whether they continue him the said Speidell as their Clerk or suspend or discharge him from that Office. " r  704. October 4. the l\faster reported that there had been received at several times of the Clerk tow::irds the Money paid at Guildhall and for Stamps £ 1 8  . r 6  . 9 .  " 1704. November 6. It was Ordered that the settlement of the Clerk he adjourned to the next Quarter Court." 
The matter ·was finally allowed to pass over, and he 

conti nued in  office until r 7 r 9 . 

r 7 1 9 .  April 6. Benjamin  Graves was elected Clerk m 
the room of Francis Speidell, deceased. 

r 7 3 r .  December 6. J ames Drury elected in the room 
of Benjamin Graves, deceased, was sworn accordingly, and 
thereupon surrendered his place as an  assistant. 

r 740. May 5. J oh n  S tafford was elected Clerk 1 11 the 
room of \i\Till iam Drury, deceased. 

r 740. J une 2 .  J oh n  Locker was elected m the room 
of  J oh n  Stafford, deceased. 

r 760. J uly  r 5 .  J asper Taylor was elected 1 11 the room 
of J oh n  Locker, deceased. 

r 7 70. March 1 4. Thomas Hughes chosen Clerk. 

r 785 .  December 5 .  Francis Atkins was elected. The son of Thomas Atkins Citizen and Barber Surgeon. Born in  r 7 30. Apprenticed to Joshua Hassell December r r 746 ; admitted to the Freedom of the Compan.y April 2 q 5 9 ; to the Livery December 4 1 7 69 ; chosen on the 



THE CLOCKi\L-\KERS
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COM PAN'i' , 93 Court of Assistants April 5, 1 7 7 3 ;  served the office of Warden 1 7 77-79 ; chosen :Master September 29,  1 7 80 ; elected Clerk of the Company December 5, 1 785 ; died 1 809. 
1 809. December 2 2 . George Atkins elected . 

The Son of the above Francis Atkins ; born March 2 5  1767 ; ap­prenticed to John Waldron, admitted to the Freedom September 1, 1 7 88 and to the Li  very October 1 3 , 1 7  88 .  Chosen on the Court Assistants A pril 4, 1 808 ; resigned upon succeeding bis }'ather as Clerk to the Company December 2 2 ,  1 809 .  He held this office for Thirty-one years. He was again elected on the Court of Assistants upon his resigning the office of Clerk, October utb 1 84 1 .  He served the office of '\Varden 1 842-44 and upon the decease of Mr. R. P. Ganthony, January 24, 1 845 ,  he was elected Master, which office he held again the following year. At the termination of his year of office the following resolution was passed unanimously and ordered to be presented to him by the Tlfaster of the Company in Open Comt. 1 847 .  January 4th. " That the Thanks of  this Court be presented t o  George Atkins Esq. ,  the late Master, for the very able and zealous manner in which he had for two successive years filled that office ; for the undeviating punctu ­ality .of his attendance, his obliging demeanour at all times towards the whole of its members, and for his sincere desire to promote the best interests of the Trade in general and this Corporat ion in particular. But the services of the late Master have been so mul t ifarious and bave extended over so long a period that the Court feels special ly called upon to enumerate them on the present occasion. In the year 1 788 he was admitted to the Livery, and elected a Member of the Court of Ass1stants in 1 808, ,rhich situation he relinquished after having served the office of \Varden to accept the much more useful but arduous duty of Clerk to the Company, which he fi l led to the great advant:ige of the Corporation and 1ri th infinite credit to himself for the long period of Thirty-One Years, when he resigned and was again elected a Member of the Court. And this Court on his retiring from the Chair feels that it cannot too strongly express the high sense it entertains of his past services in the various situations he has filled, and earnestly prays that they may long continue to enjoy the advantage of his society and the benefit of h is  assistance. By order of the Court (Signed) S. El liott Atkins, Clerk to the Company."  In 1 8 5 2  he was requested b y  the members of  the Court o f  Assi st:ints t o  sit for his portrait to I vir. Lucas. This is now preserved with the other portraits be­longing to the Company in the Guildhall Library. He died in 1 85 5  in his 88th year having been connected with the Company for the long period of 67 years. 
r 842 .  J anuary r o . Samuel Ell iott Atkins  was elected 

to succeed his Father. He was born April 1 3, 1 807 ; apprenticed to his Father l\ilay 7 th 1 8 2 1 ; admitted to the Freedom March 7th 1 83 1 , and to the Livery Decem­ber 2, 1 83 9 ; succeeded his Father as Clerk January 1 0, r 84 2 .  In 1 865  he was chosen to represent the Ward of Com h ill in the Court of Common Council and was appointed Depu ty to the A lderman of that Ward. In 1 874  upon 
1 1  2 



94 THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. his completing his thirty-second year of of-fice as Clerk to the Company he received the unanimous thanks of the Court of Assistants with a presentation of Plate. 1 8 74. July 6. On the conclusion of the business of the Court Mr. Adams laid before the Members for their inspection the Plate he had manufactured at their request, and for which they had individually subscribed, to be presented to Mr.  S. E. Atkins, the Clerk of the Company, consisting of a large Silver oval Salver and a Claret Jug engraved with the Arms of the Company, as well as those of Mr. Atkins, each piece bearing the following i nscription. " Presented to Samuel Elliott Atkins Esq., by the Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants of the Worsh ipful Company of Clockrnakers of the C i ty of London, in acknowledgement of the great and valuable services rendered by him as Clerk of the Company during the long period of Thirty two years, and as a tribute of their personal regard and esteem A . D. 1 8 74." 
On the r 3th of J anuary, r 8 79, he was chosen on the Court 

of Assistants, having prev iously res igned the office he had held 
for 3 7 years, but at the request of the Court continued to act 
as Clerk, pro . tem. , until the appointment of h is successor, when 
on his giving up the office, the following Resolution ,vas unani ­
mously pa�:sed, and  ordered to  be ornamentally written and 
presented to h im in open Court : -" That the best thanks of th is Court b e  presented to Samuel Elliott Atk ins Esq. Deputy, on h i s  retirement from the office of Clerk to this Comp:my, after fill ing that posi t ion for the long period of th irty se,·en years, during the whole of wh ich time th is Court and the Livery ha,·e received more attention and devotion than is ordinari ly found in the discharge of mere official duties ; and thi s  Court cannot omi t  from their notice the fact that the zeal evinced by j\/[r. Atkins i n  promoting the display of their collection of articles pertain ing to the Art and Iviystery of Clockmaking in the Guildhall of th is City, as ,Yell as the col lat ion of the past Records of the Company again entitle l1 im to more than ordinary thanks. It is right that reference should be made to the circumstance that the Father and Grandfather of the retiring Clerk have conjointly with him contributed to the advantage of th is Company by the faithful and honourable discharge of the duties of the office during N inety­six years. By order of the Court (Signed) H. C. Overall, Clerk to the Company." 

U pon his  resignation becoming known to the Li very, a 
subscription was set on foot among themselves, ·which resulted 
in a s i lver tea and coffee service being presented to h im by 
that body, bearing the following inscription :-" Presented to SAn!UEL ELLIOTT ATKINS, Esq., Deputy for the \Varel of Cornhill, by the Livery of the Clockrnakers' Company, in testimony of their 



THE CLOCKi'vL-\.KERS' COMPANY. 9 5  high esteem and regard for his long and valuable services a s  Clerk to the Company, 1 8 7 9." 
O n  the 2 9th of September, 1 8 79 ,  he was elected to the 

office of J un ior \;\Tarden,  the Resolutions of the Court of the 
6th of  April ,  1 8 24, ·which d irects that Members of the 
Court shall be required to be three years thereon before they 
are eligible to take the office of \i\Tarden, being speciall y  
suspended t o  enable h i m  t o  take that office. 

1 8 79 .  April 7 .  

1 63 3. 1 64 1 .  1 6 5 9. 1 6 6 2. 1 665 .  1 6 74 .  1 680. 1 69 7. l ]  1 2 . 1 7 1 3 · I 7 1 8. 1 7-. 1 7 3o. 
I 7 4 9· 1 7  56. 
1 7 7 5 · 
l 7 7 9· 1 7 98. 1 830. 1 8 5  I.  1 8 64. 

October 3 .  September 2 9.  January 1 6. August 20.  February 9. January 1 8. September 2 9. January 1 7. April 7 .  September 2 9 .  January 1 6. September 2 9. January 2 2 . July 4. April 3. April 1 2 . April 2.  January 1 1 . O�tober 1 }  September 2 9. 

Henry Charles Overall chosen Clerk . 

B E A D LE.  John Potter was admitted and S\l'Orn. - Morgan admitted and sworn. Thomas Holland. ' William Rogers. Lionel Wyth. Samuel Davis. " Daniel Stephens. Richard George. John Drew. Christopher Gold. - ·w arburton. Charles Tolley. Ed1rnrd Avenell. 3 John AYenell. 4 Anthony Marsh. Daniel Cathay. Wil liam Hornblower. 5 Richard Booth. 6 Samuel Booth. 7 George Smell ie elected. 8 Edward Mullett elected. 
, Elected Clerk and Beadle ; suspended from his Office, An gust 20, I 662 ; discharged September r, 1 662. 
0 Discharged for neglect of duty September 29, 1 680. 
3 Chosen in the room of Charles Tolly, deceased. 
4 Chosen in the room of his father, deceased. s On account o f  the great age of Vi illiarn Hornblower, \\' i l ly Negus was chosen _Assis­tant Beadl e, September 7, 1 795 ; resigned October I z, I 795 ; and was succeeded by Richard Booth. 
6 Died November 2, 1 829 ; he had fil led the office for 30 years. 
1 July 7, 1 85  r. The death of Samuel Booth reported. s Deceased 1 864. 



THE LIVERY. 
HE Bye-Laws made by the Company on the 

1 r th of August, 8th Charles I, 1 6 3 2 ,  and 
confirmed by the Lord Keeper and the 
Lord Chief Justices of the K i ng's Bench and 
Common Pleas, contain in  Bye-law 2 an 
Ord inance to the fol lowing effect :-" It is hereby ordained, that of the said Master, Wardens, and Fellowship, and of the Fello11·ship and of the Fellows thereof, there shall be  a livery of Com­pany, as is used in  other Companies within the City of London, for the better service of his Majesty, and of the said City. And that the Master, Wardens, and Assistants of the said Fellowship ; and as many others of the Fellows of t he  said Fellowship, as the said Master, ·wardens, and Assistants, being assembled, or the more part of them (whereof the :Master and one of the Wardens shall be two) shall elect from time _to time, shall be  of the said Livery. And that every person of the said Fellowship chosen into the said Livery shall accept and take upon him to be of the said Livery, and shall within fourteen days after notice of such election, take such oaths as by these ordinances shall be appointed for him." 

This, however, it was not within the power of the 
Company to create . It is  d ifficult to understand at this d istance 
of t ime how such a provis ion was confirmed by the J udges ; 
a Livery being-, according to the custom of the C ity of London, 
granted to a Company by the Court of Aldermen only, and 
that upon a proper application made to them for that purpose. 

The Clockmakers made several fru itless attempts to obta in 
such a grant, but i t  was not until the year 1 766 that  their 
efforts were crowned with success, and then the number of the 
Livery was l imited to S ixty. Their first application ·was made 
in  the year 1 748, and the circumstances ·wh ich gave rise to it 
and the results ·which ensued may be best gathered from the 
following Extracts from the Minutes of _the Court of Assistants, 
and the Repertories of  the Court of Aldermen respectively. 

On the 1 6th of J anuary, 1 748,  the Court of Assistants 
met, and after a long and serious debate upon the decl ine  of 
the Company, they passed the following Resolution :-



THE CLOC K M A K ERS' COM PANY. 9 7 " It being observed that the whole number of the lVIembers of this Company is considerably decreased, fewer persons coming now to be bound or made free than formerly, an evil among others which seems to be owing to the want of the Livery of the City :-it was therefore resolved, that a petition be drawn up and presented to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen and al l proper means used for the obtaining of a Livery, and that there be a Com­mittee of the whole Court which the Master may call together from time to time, as he shall think fit : that seven of them ( of which the Master and one of the ·wardens to be two) are empowered to draw and present such a Petition, and the Company will defray the attending charges. ' " 1 748 .  January 2 3. The Charter was read, and the Bye Laws with the Oath intended for the Liverymen of the Company. " The Committee agreed to attend the Lord Iviayor in relation to the Company's design of applying for the Livery of this City. " The Master and ·wardens, Mr. Herbert, I vir .  Snelling, Mr. Delander, Nir. Browne and lVIr. Taylor .or any four of them were desired to prepare heads for a Petition. " 1 748. January 2 8. The Committee met, and agreed to a Petition to be presented on Tuesday next to the Lord Mayor and Court of · Aldermen." 
The Petition was presented to the Court of Aldermen 

and was by them referred to a Committee for consideration ,  
as appears fn?m the following Extract from their Repertory :-" "  1 748.  January 3 1 .  This day the humble Petition of the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers was presented unto this Court (of Aldermen) and read in these words " To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen of this City of London. " The Petition of the Master Vhtrdens ::tncl Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers " Sheweth,-That a Charter was granted to the said Company in the Seventh year of the Reign of King Charles the First by which they became an incorporated Body with power to make Ordinances for the well governing their Corporation . " That in pursuance of this authority in the succeeding ye::tr of the said Reign it was ordained that there should be a Livery of the said Company and directs among other things the Oath to be taken by those admitted thereon. " That it having been found by experience that the not being of the Livery hath been in many instances of great disadvantage :-that the number coming to be bound Apprentices an.cl others to be made free either by servitude or purchase is considerab ly decreased which your Peti t ioners cannot ascribe to any other cause than that before mentioned. " Your Petitioners therefore pray your Lordship ::tnd this Honourable Court to grant them the honour and privileclge of the Livery of this City in order to remove those inconveniences and put them in a respectable con­dition with the rest of their fellow Citizens in such manner as to your Lordship and this Court shall seem meet. 

' Company's Journal l V. 0 Repertory I 53,  10I. I 25 et s,,;. 



98 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' co:-rPA.NY.  " Signed by the Master Wardens and Assistants of the said Company 
2 8th January r 748. Sam1 . Whichcote, Master. Geoc. Graham John Pepys Lang!. Bradley John Maberly David Hubert John Hione Josh" Appleby 

"1 

I 
I 

Ass;stants 

J 

( 

\,ym. Scafe l Henry Home \-Vardens. Nat1 . Style 
I Corn5

• Herbert Henton Brown � Nath1. Delander I James Snelling Jos. Stephens L Jasper Taylor. " Whereupon it is referred to a Co1nittee of the whole Court or any three of them who are desired to examine the allegations and report their opinions thereon to this Court." 
vVhilst the matter was still under the consideration of the 

Court of Aldermen, some differences of opinion arose amongst 
the Members of the Company as to the propriety of the 
course adopted, al though their action was ultimately confirmed 
by the unanimous vote of the Company and a new Petition 
agreed to be presented to the Court of Aldermen. 

1 
" r 7 49. April 3. Resolved that the Committee of the whole Court be continued to proceed in the business of the Petition before the Court of Aldermen. " "  1 749. June 1 9. The Petition of the :rviaster, Wardens and Assistants to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen to be made a Livery Company was read. " And an additional Petition of the other members in favour of it was also read. " Then the question was put, whether this Court doth approve of the said Petitions ? " Resolved unanimously in the affirmative. " Resolved unanimously, that it appears to this Court that no undue in­r1uence hath been used to induce the freemen to sign the additional Petition, but that the same was obtained fairly and with their free and ready consent. " Resolved unanimously, that there is not the least shadow of pretence that the application for the Livery is founded on any consideration of Party, and that whoever are the authors of such an insinuation, can in no wise be looked on as friends to the Company. " Resolved, that the several steps that have been taken by the l\!Iaster, Wardens and Assistants for the obtaining a Livery are entirely agreeable to this Court and they are desired to continue their care therein, and to take all other measures which they shall judge proper to accomplish it, it appearing to this Court that a Livery is absolutely necessary to raise the Company from the low estate in which they are at present, which can be ascribed to no other cause than the want of a. Livery. 

' ° Company's Journal IV.  



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COiVI PANY. 99 " Resolved unanimously that the :Master, \\Tarclens :rnd Assistants be em­powered to draw up and present a fresh Peti t ion to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, in the name of themselves and the rest of the Members of this Company, for the purposes aforesaid if they shall see occasion. " Ordered, that the resolutions of this Court be printed in the public papers. " After these proceedings several persons subscribed the Petition, who had not done it before. " r 7 49. J une 2 7. A Pet i tion to the Lord :Mayor and Court of Aldermen of the l\faster, \Vardens and Assistants in the name of themselves and the rest of the freemen of the Company, was signed by the Members present, sealed with the Company's seal and afterwards presented to the Court of Aldermen. " 
T he entries in the Repertory of the Court of Aldermen 1 11 

relation thereto are as follow :-'' 1 749 .  J une 2 7 . This clay a new Petition of the Master \Vardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers in behalf of themselves and the rest of the Freemen of the said Company, pursuant to the power unanimously given to them at a General Court held at Leathersellers Hall the Nineteenth instant, under their Comon Seal was presented unto this Court and read. Whereupon thi s  Court doth appoint Tuesday the Eleventh day of July next to take into consi deration the matter of the said Petition And it  is Ordered that the said Master Wardens and Assistants do then attend this Court. " ' " 1 7 49. July r r .  This Court proceeded (according to the Order of the 2 7 th June last) to take into cons ideration the Petition of the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers in behalf of themselves and the rest of the Freemen of the said Company, pursuant to the power given unanimously to them at a General Court held at Leather-sellers Hall, the Nineteenth of J une last, which was then presented unto this Court ; and the said Master \Vardens and Assistants attending they were called in and the said Petition was read setting forth that a Petition of the said Master Wardens and Assistants was presented to this Court the thirty f irst clay of January last, for the  reasons therein contained, praying to be admitted on the Livery, which Petition was referred to a Coin ittee of the Whole Court :-That the Petitioners laid before the Comittee the proofs necessary to support the allegations of that Petition but some objections arising thereto, as not being clone by consent of a General Court, in order to remove those, and every other objection a General Court was called by six days publick notice, and held the nineteenth day of J une last at Leather-sel lers Hall, \\·hen the Court came to several Resolutions which they were ready to produce :--That the Petitioners conceived there cannot now remain one possible objection against them :-They therefore prayed this Court to admit the said Company to the priviledge of the Livery of this City, in co11ton \\"ith the other Companies, in order to raise them from the low estate to which they \\"ere reduced, and which can only be ascribed to the want of a Livery :-And after hearing what the said Petitioners had further to offer in support of the said Petition they were ordered to withdraw :-And, 
' Keperlury I 53, fol. 332, 



1 00 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COl\HANY. after this Court had fully debated the matter, at length a l\fotion was made and Question put, That this Court do grant the said Company a Livery according to the prayer of their said Petition? The same was Resolved in the Negative." ' 
The entries in the Company's Minute Books of their 

proceedings and the course they determined to adopt, are 
thus recorded :-

" J 7 49. J uly r r. The Committee met and attended the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen. And, being called in, the Petition clram1 and pre­sented according to the direction of a general Court on the r 9th of J une "·as read by the Town Clerk, the resolutions of the general Court were also read, and several questions relating to the Company being asked and answered, the Committee withdre\\·. After waiting a considerable time a message was brought by the Common Crier, that i t  was not the pleasure of the Court to admit the Company to the Livery. " Resolved that the Master and Wardens with the Clerk, draw up a Case for the opinions of the Attorney General and Sir J ohn Strange with respect to the proceeding on Mandamus or otherwise to obtain the Livery of the City. " 1 749. August 7. Resolved that a Committee of the whole Court (of which the Master and one of the Vlardens to be t1rn) be empowered to take such measures as they think fit for obtaining the Livery either by Mandamus or otherwise. " r  749 .  October 9. Resolved that the Committee concerning the Livery be revived and the opinion of Council taken in the Case as the Master and Wardens shall think fit .  " 1 7 50.  November 5 .  On reading the Opinions of Mr. Wilbraham, Sir Richard Lloyd and Mr. Campbell on the Company's Case with respect to the Livery, Resolved that i t  be considered at another summoned Court. " 1 7  5 r .  March 28. On a question, whether the Minute made to empower the Committee to take all proper measures for obtaining the Livery, be a standing Minute ? It passed in the affirmative. " 1 7 5 1. April r. The Master reported from the Committee of 2 8th March their resolution that the :Minute made to empower the Committee to take all proper measures for obtaining a Livery be a standing M inute. And it "'.as ordered according! y ." 
The Members of the Company were still dissatisfied, and 

on the I st of July following-" Mr. Devereux Bowly, and several other Members of the Company attended the Meeting and being called in desired to know what had been done in consequence of the orders of the General Court r 9 June r 7 49. The said Orders being read, after some debate the question was put, whether the Court would proceed in consequence of the said Orders respecting the Livery ?-and it was agreed in the affirmative. Being called in the Members were made acquainted with the said Resolution." 
' Repertory 1 53, fol .  352 d seq. 
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The subject appears t o  have been quiescent during the 
ensuing three or four years, the next entry relating to it being 
as follows :-" 1 75 5 .  April 7. The affair of the Livery being again under consider­ation and it appearing to the Court that the Company have a right to the Livery by the Ordinances confirmed according to the directions of the Act of Henry VII,  It was solemnly first put to every Assistant present whether the Coi11pany should on the foundation of the Ordinance take up the Livery ?-And a motion being made for balloting on that question, it was carried in the affirmative ten against five, Vlherefore the Court doth order, that the Livery be taken up according to the Ordinance of this Company, as they are directed and empowered by the Ordinance to do." 

The Company, however, in I 766 ,  agam determi ned to 
apply to the Court of Aldermen, and the following pro­
ceedings were thereupon agreed to :--" 1 7 66 .  April 7. Ordered that the Livery be applied for, it being voted almost mm. con.  advantageous for the Company. Ordered that the Committee be of the whole Court and that five of them be a quorum. " 1 766 .  April 2 2 .  Ordered that the C lerk do prepare a Petition on account of obtaining the Livery for the Recorder, Common Serjeant, and Town Clerk to settle, and that he be allowed the assistance of an Attorney, and :Mr. Benn being named was accepted. Ordered that Mr. Benn be invited to the next Monthly Court. Ordered that the Livery Fine be not less than Ten pounds. " 1 766. April 30. At this Court the question was put, whether there should be an application to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen for the obtaining the Livery of the City of London ? " It passed in the affirmative. And the next question was put whether the Livery Fine should be fixed for Ten pounds ? It passed in the affirmative. And that the Court will use their utmost endeavours not to exceed that sum." 

The Company's M inutes record that on the r nth J une, 
I 766, the Petition was presented to the Court of A ldermen, 
and by them read and referred to a Committee. The terms 
of  the Petition are as follow :-" To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen of the City of London. " The Humble Petition of the Master, Wardens and Assistants and Fellow­ship of the Art or Mystery of Clockrnaking of the City of London, " Sheweth,-That his late Majesty King Charles the First (with the consent of this Honorable Court) by his Charter dated the 2 2nd of August in the 7th year of his reign 1 6 3 1 ,  did constitute and grant that all the Clockmakers and other persons as well Freemen of London as also all other natural born 



1 0 2 THE CLOCKMAKERS' COl'vI PAN V. subjects using the Art or :Mystery of Clockmaking within the said City or Ten Miles thereof should be for ever thereafter One Body Corporate by the name of the Master, ·wardens and Fellowship ·of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London, And thereby gave and granted to them divers Immuni­ties and Privileges and particularly a power to make Bye Laws and Ordinances for the better Rule and Government of the said Corporate Body. " That in pursuance of such authority the said Company made several Bye Laws and Ordinances which were approved of and signed on the 1 1 th of August 1 63 2  by the then Lord Keeper and the two Chief J ustices of the King's Bench and Common Pleas, agreable to the Act of Parliament amongst which Ordinances there is one to the fol lowing effect-That of the Master, Wardens and Fellowship there should be a Livery Company as was used in other Com­panies for the better service of his Majesty and of the City, and that the Master, Wardens and Assistants should elect such as should be of the Livery, and that such person so chosen should take the Oath therein mentioned.­That divers of the Members of the said Company are of considerable substance and are able and willing to bear the expence of a Livery and to contribute and assist on all public occasions for the honour and service of this City. " That by an Act of Common Council made on the 1 5 th clay of October 1 7 6 5  all persons following the trade of Clockmaking are obliged to be free of the said Company whereby the said Company will in a short time be greatly increased-the number of Shopkeepers at this time following the said trade within the City and not free of the said Company exceeding that of the present Members thereof. " That your Petitioners humbly apprehend that if a Livery was granted to the said Company it would be a great benefit and advantage thereto and an encouragement to an ingenious, valuable and extensive branch of trade, as by means thereof the persons using the Art or Niystery of \Vatch and Clock­making would be upon a respectable footing, equal with the rest of their fellow Citizens who are entitled to the benefit and privileges ,rhich by the customs of this City can be enjoyed by Liverymen only. " Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray this Honorable Court to grant them the Livery of this City under such restrictions and regulations as to this Honorable Court shall seem meet. " And your Petitioners shall ever pray &c." 
On the 24th of J une, 1 766, the Committee of the Alder­

men met, and in the Company's M inutes it is stated that they-" Examined the v:i.lidity of the allegations mentioned in the Petition and declared that the Court had fully ans,\'ered them and ordered a Report accordingly, which they would report to the Court of Aldermen the next Court clay, which would be next Tuesday and that we should  attend accordingly." 
On the r st of J uly, r 766 ,  it  is recorded that-" The Court of Aldermen received the Report of the Committee, and after some time, the Petitioners being called in, the Lord l:VIayor ,ms pleased to declare that they were constituted a Livery Company, and that the Fine should be Ten Pounds, and the number allowed to be Sixty-after which his Lordship wished us joy thereof, with peace and unanimity." 
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The Extract from the proceedings of the Court of 
Aldermen is as follows :-" 1 766. 6 George III .  1 July. This day the Committee appointed the tenth day of June last to examine the allegations of the Petition of the Master, vVardens, Assistants and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London relating to their being made a Livery Company of this City, did deliver into this Court a Report in writing under their hands which was read in these Y1/ ords, " To the Right Ho11orable the Lord lVIayor and Court of Aldermen, " In obedience to an Order of this Honorable Court of the tenth day of June last, \Ve whose Names ::ire hereunto subscribed being appointed (amongst others) to examine the allegations of the Petition of the Master, \Vardens, Assistants and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London relating to their being made a Livery Company of this City, and to report out opinions thereon to this Court. Do humbly certify that We have accordingly met and examined into the allegations of their said Petition, and do finJ that His late Majesty King Charles the First by his Charter dated the twenty-second of August in the seventh year of his Reign, r 6 3 1 ,  did constitute and grant that all the Clockmakers and other persons as well Freemen of London as also all other natural born subjects using the Art or lV1ystery of Clockmaking \\'ithin the said City or Ten Miles thereof should be for ever there::ifter One Body Corporate by the Name of the Master, Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or :Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London, And thereby gave and gr::inted to them divers immunities and privileges and particularly a po"·er to make Bye Laws and Ordinances for the better Rule ::ind Government of the said Corporate Body-That in pursuance of such authority the said Company made several Bye Laws and Ordinances which were approved of and signed on the eleventh of August 1 6  3 2 by the then Lord Keeper and the two Chief Justices of the King's Bench and Common Pleas agreable to the Act of Parli::iment, amongst which Ordinances there is one to the following effect, That of the :Master, Wardens and Fellowship, there should be a Livery Company as was used in other Companies for the better service of His lVfajesty and of the City, And that the Master, Wardens and Assistants should elect such as should be of the Livery, And that such person so chosen should take the Oath therein mentioned-That divers of the Members of the said Company are of considerable substance and are able and willing to bear the expense of a Livery and to contribute and assist on all public occasions for the honour and service of this City. That by an Act of Common Council made on the fifteenth clay of October 1 76 5 ,  all persons following the trade of Clockrnaking are obliged to be free of the said Company, whereby the said Company will in a short time be greatly increased, the number of shopkeepers at this time following the said trade within the City not free of the said Company exceeding that of the present Members-And after duly considering thereof it does appear to us that the complying with the prayer of their Petition will be bene ficial to the said Com pany by encouraging and promoting the increase of their Members and contribute to the dignity and service of this City by enabling them to attend and assist on all public occasions ; We are therefore of opinion that they should be created and made a Livery Company of this City and that the said Livery be granted unto them under the qualifications and conditions fol l owing (that is to say) That their 



I 04 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. Livery fine be set at the sum of Ten Pounds Sterling-That the number on their Livery shall not at any time exceed Sixty-That they shall be subject to the several Orders of this Court respecting Livery Companies-That no Member of their Company who is of the Clothing of any other Company of this City shall be called on the Livery of their Company before he be translated from such other Company openly in this Court according to the ancient custom of this City-That they be enjoined to a constant attendance upon the Lord Mayor for the time being upon all public solemnities-And that their Charter and Bye Laws shall be enrolled among the Records of this Court. All which nevertheless We humbly submit to the judgement of this Honorable Court. Dated this first day of July 1 766.  
" F. COKA YNE. 

" ROBERT ALSOP. 

" RICHARD PEERS. 
" RICHARD G LYN. 

" J OHN CARTWR I GHT. 

" \VJLLIA;\I CRACRA FT. 

" J3ARLOW TR ECOTI-l l CK. 

" BRASS CROSBY. " Which was well l iked, approved of and confirmed by this Court, and ordered to be entered in the Repertory, and in o.11 things performed-And it is further ordered that the Attorneys of the Outer Court do take care tho.t Precepts be for the future sent to the said Company of Clockmakers upon o. l l  occasions as to the other Livery Companies o f  this City." 
The Court of Assistants was summoned to meet on the 

7th of J uly, r 766, when the Master was admitted the First 
Lz"veryman. 

1 " Mr. Thomas Hughes the Master was the Clothing, and was sworn accordingly, as admitted on the Livery, put on were afterwards the following gentlemen :-0 Mr. Fenn and Mr. ?-.fr. Whichcote � Col. Carrington Mr. Dunlop Mr. Webster Mr. Garle Mr. Dudds Mr. Rd. Style Mr. Benn Mr. Howes 

Higgs, Wardens. 
l Mr. Sidey Mr. Style Assistants. Mr. Merry Mr. Addis 

Mr. Aveline Mr. West Mr. Rt. Poole Mr. Hardy All which put on the Clothing and were sworn accordingly." 
' Company's Journal IV. 

2 Each Liveryman was required to pay to the C l erk 6.r. Sd. and to  the Beadle 3s. 4a. for 
their fees. 



THE CLOCIGvfAKERS' COMPANY. 1 05 ' "  1 7 66. July 1 6. At a Summoned Court held at the Paul's Head near Guildhall, the fifteen following were admitted on the Livery-

'' 1 7 66 .  J uly 2 9 . 

lVIr. Stephens lVIr. lVIatthews lVIr. Mitforcl lVIr. lVIudge lVIr. John Shelton Mr. Robt. Carrington , Mr. Robt. :Mitchell lVIr. Chas. :)3osley Mr. ·wm. Rogerson Mr. 'Nm. Dutton Mr. Davel. Rivers Mr. Eliezer Chater Mr. J no. Basire Mr. Hen. Billinghurst Mr. Newman Peachy 

} Assistants. "2 Past Stewards and fined 5 for Assistant. 
} Past Ste,mds. 

?lfr. Henry Horne l Mr. Henton Brmrne j Assistants. Mr. Devereux Bowly "\Vere admitted on the Livery. " r 7 6 6 .  August 6. The five following were admitted to the Livery­Mr. Edward Tutet Mr. John Merigeot Mr. John Prigg Mr. Tho. Nourse Mr. Tho. Lea. " 1 7 66 .  September 3. The five following were admitted on the Livery-Mr. Francis Perigal }- A . t l VIr. James Browne · ssis ants. Mr. Tho. Carrington Mr. Sarni .  Webster lVIr. Southern Payne." 
On the 9th of N ovember, 1 76 7, at the I nauguration o f  

the  Right H on .  Thomas H arley, brother to the Earl o f  
Oxford, a s  Lord M ayor, the Master, attended by  the Court 
and Livery, walked in procession for the first time ; Robes, 
Flags and M usic being provided for the occasion. 2 

The grant o f  the Livery gave new l ife to the Company, 
and in a few years the number l imited to sixty was found to be 
insufficient for the full requ i rements of  the Trade, which had 
then made great strides ; ·and at a Meeti ng of  the Master, 

' Company's Journal IV.  
0 Virle pages 7 5,  76 . 



I 06 THE C LOCK M AK ERS' COM PANY. 

vVardens, and Court of Assistants on the 3 rd of Ju ly, 1 786 ,  i t  
was determined to  apply to the  Court of  Aldermen for an 
i ncrease in the number of the L ivery, when it was-" Moved and resolved that the Clerk do give notice in the summonses for the next Court, that the Company intend to take into their consideration the expediency of enlarging the number of the Livery and the fines. "  ' 

A nd on October the 9th it ·was-" Resolved unanimously that i t  be referred to the Master and Wardens to make application to the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen to increase the number of the Livery to one hundred, and to endeavour that the fine be not less than Ten Pounds or more than Fifteen." 0 

Accordingly on  October 2 3 rd, a Draught of a Petit ion to 
the Court of Aldermen being produced, ·was read in the 
following words, viz . :-" To the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen. " The humble petition of the Master \Vardens and Assistants of the Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmakers of the City of London, " Sheweth,-That on the tenth day of June One Thousand, seven hun­dred and sixty six a Petition of the said Fellowship of Clockmakers was presented to this Honorable Court which after reciting several parts of the Charter of the said Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmakers prayed that they might be allowed and constituted a Livery Company of this City ; that this Honorable Court did on the same day refer the said Petition to a Committee of Aldermen who were desired to examine the allegations thereof and report their opinion thereon. " That on the first day of June following the said Committee did report their opinion that the prayer of the said petition should be complied with, and this Honorable Court was pleased to approve and confirm the said report, and the said Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmakers was constituted one of the Livery Companies of this City accordingly. " That your Petitioners beg leave to represent that when a vacancy happens by the death of any one of the Livery they are under great embarrassments from the various applications of a considerable number of respectable Freemen of the said Fellowship of Clockrnakers who have been for a long time and now are desirous to take upon them the Clothing of the same, which number is greatly increased by persons becoming free of this City and following the pro­fession of Clock or \Vatchmaking, being prohibited by Act of Common Council from being admitted into any other Company. " Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that this Honorable Court will be pleased to take the premises into consideration and grant an increase to the number of the Livery of the said Fellowship of the Art or :rviystery of Clock-

' ° Company's Jonrnal V. 



THE C LOCKM AKERS' CO.'d PAN Y. makers under such regulations and orders for the honour and dignity of th i s  City a s  this Honorable Court shal l think fit. " And a question being put That the said Petition be approved by th i s  Court ? the same was unanimously resolved in  the affirmative. " Ordered that the said Petition be fairly copied, sealed with the Com­pany's Seal and presented to the Court of Aldermen forthwith. ' " 1 7 86. October 3 1 .  The .!\faster with the ·wardens and Messrs. Rivers, Stephens, Sergeant and \\Tray met at the Paul's Head Tavern, and affixed the Company's Seal to the Petition agreed to on the 2yd instant, in order to present it to the Court of Aldermen, and being clothed in their Livery Gowns, attended by the Clerk and Beadle proceeded to Guildhal l .  The Petition being given by the Master to J\fr. Alderman Newnham who had passed the chair and was one of the City Representatives, he having previously undertaken to present it to the Court, in a short time the Master, \�7ardens &c. were called in and h eard it read, and being asked by the Lord Mayor whether they had anything farther to say the Master ans\1·erecl no, and w ithdrew, and was presently informed by one of the Aldermen that their Petition was referred to a Committee. " 1 7 86. November 28 .  The Master and Wardens with the Clerk attended a Committee of Aldermen, and being called in were examined concerning that part of the Petition (presented the 3 1  October) wh ich sets forth that the Company ,rere embarrassed by the number of applications on a vacancy in the Livery, and being sati sfied w ith regard to the number and respectability of the applicants, they were desired to w ithdraw, and being cal led in again were informed that the Committee had agreed to report to the Court of Aldermen that the Livery should be extended to r 20 and the fine be raised to £ 1 5 ,  and made no doubt but the same would be confirmed by the Court. 
The following are the proceed i ngs of the Court of Alder­

men thereon :-" 1 7 86. December 5.  Th is  clay the  Committee appointed the th irty first day of October last to examine the allegations of the Petition of the Master, \Vardens and Assistants of the Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmakers of this City, praying an increase to t h e  number of their Livery, d id  th i s  clay deliver into the Court, a Report in 1ni t ing under their hands which 1rns read in these words " To the Right Honorablc th e Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen. " In obedience to an order of this Honorable Court of the thirty-first clay of October 1 786 ,  We whose names are hereunto subscribed being appointed amongst others to examine the allegations of the Petition of the  M aster, Wardens and Assistants of the Fell01\'sh i p  of  the Art or Mystery of Clock-makers of th i s  City, praying an increase to t h e  number of their L ivery, and to report our opinions thereon to th i s  Court, Do certify that we ha,·e accordingly met and exam ined into the allegat ions of their  said Petition. " A fter duly considering thereof it does appear to your Comm i t tee tk:tt t h e  com plying with the prayer of their .Pet i t ion, will be beneficial lo the said :Fellowsh i p  by encouraging and promoting the increase of t heir members. 
' Company's  Journ� l V. 
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" We are therefore of opinion that the number of their Livery should be 
increased to One Hundred and Twenty, and shall  not at any time exceed the 
same ; and that their Livery Fine be set at the Sum of Fifteen Pounds Sterling 
instead of Ten Pounds as heretofore directed by this Honorable Court. 
Dated this twenty eight clay of No,,ember 1 7 86. 

, ,  1Vl\f. PICKETT. 
" JOHN HOPKINS. 
" JA'· SANDERSON. 

" BRASS CROSBY. 
" \VATKIN LEWES. 
" NATH L. NEWNHA�l. 
" JOHN BURNELL. 

" And a Motion being made and Question put, That this Court doth·agree 
with the Committee in their said Report ? the same was resolved in the Affirmative and ordered accordingly." 

A Special Meeting of the Court of Assistants v.ras con ­
vened on  the r r th o f  December following, when-

" The Master informed the Court that their application had been 
successful and that this Court was called for the particular purpose of considering 
who were proper to be called on the Livery. 

" Ordered that the following Twenty-seven Gentlemen be summoned to 
take up their Livery at the next Quarterly Court to be holden on the 8th day 
of January 1 7 8 7  viz. 

lVIr. Francis Perin-a] Jun'· 
Christopher 0B;ck 
Richard Grove 

,, Thomas Carpenter 
VVilliam Blackburn 
Richard Somersall 
Adam Stevenson 

, ,  John Baptist Bushman 
, ,  James Rawlins 

Edward Gibson 
, , \Villiam Jones 
,, Timothy Chisman 

Owen Jones 
George iVIarm'1. lVIetcalf 

l\fr. George Clerk , ,  John Tlrn·aites 
George Carrington 

,, John Willm . Jarratt 
John Wickes 
William Dorrel l  

,, J ohn :Mattocks 
David Bucklee 
Thomas Bayley 

, ,  William Pearce 
Thomas lVIoss 

, ,  Ja mes Young 
John Rainier." 

On the 8th of January, r 78 7, the following seventeen 
Gentlemen were admitted on  the Livery, paid their fines, 
were clothed and sworn :-

" :Mr. Francis Perigal Jun" 
Christ" Beck 
Thos. Carpenter 
Rich'1. Somersal l  
Edw'1. Gibson 

,, Will lll· Jones 
TirnY · Chisman 
Geo. Curson Addis 

,, Fran. Upjohn 

:rvfr. Geo. Marmc1. Metcalf 
Geo. Clarke 
Jn°· \V"' · Jarratt 
\V 1

" ·  Dorrell 
David Bucklee 
\\T"1. Pearce 

,, Thos. Bayley 
,, John Rainier. " 
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On the :rnd of April-" :Mr. ·will"'· Faulkner ,, Tho5
• Pepper ,, Edwct · Leeming , ,  J as. Mc Cabe 

On the 7th of May-" Mr. Sam1
• Jn°· Collingwood ,, John Brooks 

A nd on the 24th of May-, ,  Mr. William Pitt was admitted." 

lVIr. 1Vil1 111 Kemp , ,  Thyar Pitt , , J no. Nfattocks ,, Bern c1 Jarrett." 
lVIr. Jn° · Starey ,, John Young." 

1 09 

The Company still continued to make steady progress, and 
the numerous applications that were made by Freemen 
to take up their Livery, rendered i t  i n  the opinion of the Court 
of Assistants desirable to make a further appl ication to the 
Court of Aldermen to increase the number, and accord ingly 
on the 2 nd  of April, I 8 r o, they again ref erred the matter to a 
Committee for consideration, who after consulting precedents 
submitted a form of Petition to the Court of Aldermen, which 
was adopted i n  similar terms to the last recited. I t  was 
presented to the latter body on the I 5 th May, I 8 1 0 ; the usual 
course of referring it to a Committee for consideration was 
followed by them, and the report of  their Committee, recom­
mending that the number should be increased to 200, was 
sanctioned and approved. 

On the 2 6th July the Court of Assistants met to give 
effect to the permission thus obta ined, and " The following Gentlemen, Citizens and Clockmakers, were (on their respective solicitations) elected upon the Livery by shew of hands :-Mr. Willm . Newel l Chas. 1\ i[er'ril l  Rob'· Coulson , ,  J oseph Glenny Peter Lecount Thos . Pattee ,, J os"· York Hatton ,, Sep15

· lVI i les Wi l l'"· Procter , ,  J as . Hatton 

J\ Tr. Thos. Sam 1
• Stephenson ,, Frans. Hay'1· Sinderby Eclw'1. Tayler ,, Eclm'1 . Col l ingriclge Rob" Ne11·rnan ,, Thos. Rogers R.ob'· Newman Ceo. Edl in Wil l",. Charl strom Ech·cl. Cr iffi t h s  

J 2 



I I O  THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. Mr. Mich1. Foreman , ,  Jn°· Haughton Wickes John W ontner Jos11
· Newcomb " Rich'1. Webster Jn°· Richardson Willm . Francis Rich"· Cavendish 

Mr. Chas. D"· Fk . Valentine ,, J as. Potter ,, Alex. Copeland ,, Thos. Bidlake J as. l\fasters , ,  John Newman Fredk . Silver V/illm . 'Nillin and they were directed to be summoned to take upon them the Clothing at the next Monthly Court which was held on the yd of September when t he follow­ing Gentlemen attended and were sworn :-Mr. Chas. Merrill, jun'· Robert Coulson ,, Joseph Glenny Peter Lecount ,, Thos. Sam1. Stephenson ,, Frans. Hay"· Sinderby Edmund Collingridge Edward Tayler William Charlstrom Edwd. Griffiths ,, John Haughton Wickes , ,  John Richardson Richard ·webster 

Mr. Thomas Pattee Septimus Miles ,, William Procter ,, James Hatton ,, Richard Cavendish ,, James Potter Alexander Copeland Thomas Bicllake ,, James Masters Robert Newman Frederick Silver William \Villin. 
" 1 8 1 3. November 2. William Mansell of Rosoman Street Clerkenwell \Vatch Case Maker who was summoned to take the Livery on the 19 August 

1 8 1 2, again on 7 September 1 8 1 2  and repeated on the r rth October last was peremptorily summoned to be at this Court and being now in attendance for the first time refused to take the Clothing and the penalty of Fifteen Pounds being awarded against him for such refusal he paid the same in Court and his Election to the Livery was thereupon discharged. " William Vlelborne of Leather Lane Holborn having been summoned to take the Livery in November 1 8 1 1  and also in January, February and July 1 8  r 2, but having failed so to do was again summoned for that purpose to the last Quarter Court when he attended and requested until this clay promising either to take the Clothing or pay the penalty for refusal, he being now present and declining to take the same, the penalty of £ 1 5  was ordered to be enforced, which being paid in Coui"t his Election to the Livery was likewise thereupon discharged." 1 

I n  the year 1 8 2 6, the Livery, upon the application of 
the Company, was again increased by the Cot!rt of A ldermen, 
the usual proceedings having previously been adopted as on 
former occasions. Their  order, elated the I r th April, 1 8 26, 
authorises the number of  Liverymen to be 2 50, and directs 
the Livery Fine to be set at £2 1 ,  including the fees payable 
to the C lerk and Beadle, at which i t  still remains. 

1 Company's Journal. 
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The Court having had some doubts as to the abil ity of 
the Company to enforce their Bye-La,vs for compell ing 
Members to take upon them the Livery when elected thereto, 
the Master was requested to have a Case drawn and to obtain 
the opin ion of Counsel thereon, which he accordingly did, and 
submitted the same to M r. M irehouse, one of the Common 
Pleaders of  this City, and subsequently Common Serjeant, 
who was requested to advise the Company whether they could 
compel Freemen to take up their Livery, and by what means, 
and in case of refusal, whether the Company could safely adopt 
the course prescribed by the 63rd Bye-Law to recover the 
penalty thereby inflicted on indiv iduals refusing to take up the 
Livery. 

The opinion thereon is as follows _ :-" 1 830.  July 5th.  I am of opinion that the Company may compel Freemen to take up their Livery, and that if they refuse to do so, the Company may recover the penalty under the Bye Law by an Action of Debt. " (Signed) J. Mr n.EHOUSE. 
" 1  z, Paper Buildings, Temple, June 30 ,  1 830." 



FREEMEN . 
Upon the I ncorporation of the Company, the original 

M embers were Freemen of the Blacksmiths' and other Guilds, 
and, as has been shewn in the Chapter on the Charter and 
Bye- Laws, such of them as could obtain the consent of their 
Companies were translated and recorded as Citizens and 
Clockmakers ; those, however, who could not  obtain such 
consent, bound their Apprentices to other Freemen of this 
Company, whereby in t ime they acqui red the right of 
admission to the Freedom thereto by servi tude. 

The ranks of the Freemen were also constantly being 
augmented by the adm ission of persons us ing any of the 
varied branches of the trade who took up their Freedom by 
purchase or redemption. 

The cost of translation varied, and was i n  some cases 
very considerable. One or two Extracts, shewing early 
instances of the custom I ll connection with this Company, 
are here introduced :-

" 1 636-7. January 1 9. The following sum was laid out by Symon 
Hackett Renter-warden about the translation of l\!Ir. Richard l\fasterson from 
the Clothiers to the Clockmakers. '  

Item. 
I tem. 
I tem. 
Item. 
I tem. 
I tem. 
Item. 
Item. 
I tem . 

Spent with Mr. Williams at two several times 
Mr. Masterson being then present 

Paid to Mr . Williams Clarke 
Paid to the Chamberlayne of London for his  fee 
Paid to the Towne Clerke 
P:i.id to the Common Cryer 
Paid to the Clothworkers Beadle to warn the 

Comp:i.ny Given to the Clothworkers a Silver Cupp price 
Given a watch . price 
G iven to Mr. Latham a Clock . price 

Sum total 
' Comp:111y's Journ:1! I. 

£ s. d. 
2 0 

2 6 
2 0 

5 0 
3 0 

5 0 
l 1 0  0 
4 0 0 

3 0 0 

£ 1 0  9 6 
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" 1 636-7 .  February 2 0 .  These moneys following were allowed unto 
the Renter-warden Simon Hackett for the transbtion of :Mr. Dawson and 
Mr. Durant from the Imbroderers to the Clockmakers. ' 

I tem. 
Item. 
I tem. 
I tem. 
I tem. 

To the Beadle of the Imbroderers Company to 
warn their Company 

The TO\rne Clarkes fees for both 
To the Common Cryer for his fees for both 
To the Chamberlayne for h is fees for both 
To lVIr. Dawson and :Mr. Durant 

Sum total 

£ s. d. 
2 6 

1 0  0 
6 0 

4 0 
6 

£5 4 ° 

" 1 7 24. Apri l  6. lVIr. John Shirley appeared at this Court and con-
sented to pay twenty pounds to the use of the Company pursuant to an order of the last Quarterly Court, on condition that this Court translate him to the 
Vintners Company, but desired this Court would take his bond for twelve 
months for the payment thereof which was agreed to, and the Clerk i s  ordered 
to prepare a bond for that purpose. "  

" 1 8 1  I .  November 4 .  James lVIasters , a free Clockmaker and a I VIember 
of the Livery, attended the Court for the purpose of requesting their permission to be translated unto one of the Twelve Companies, u rging that he had very 
particular reasons which made him desirous of obtaining the freedom of the 
Goldsmiths' Company. 

" Ordered-That the Clerk do inform James Masters that the Company 
cannot part with i ts lVIembers, but with the utmost regret and reluctance, 
notwithstanding which the Court i s  induced, upon the representations made, to 
comply with h is  request upon payment to the Company of the sum of Fifty 
Pounds. 

" 1 S r 2. January 1 3. James I\fasters who had appl ied at the November Court for permission to be translated from this Company to the Goldsmiths' 
and to which this Court had returned their  answer, again applied and declared 
h imself will ing to pay the sum of Thirty Pounds for such permission and hoped 
the Court would agree to the same. 

" Resolved-That this Court do comply with the request of James 
Masters to translate h im to the Goldsmiths' Company upon his payment of the 
sum of Thirty Pounds. 

" 1 8 1 2 . April 1 4. The Master accompanied by lVIessrs. Potter, Thwaites, 
D. Rivers, Jackson and Marriott, together with the Clerk and Beadle all 
clothed attended the Court of Aldermen th is  clay at Guildhall and translated 
James Masters unto the Company of Goldsmiths, he having previous thereto 
paid unto the Renter ·warden the sum of Thirty Pounds, conformable to the 
resolution of the last Christmas Quarter Court. 

" 1 844. February 5. A letter was read from Mr. George Russell a 
Liveryman requesting permission to wi thdraw himself from this Company for 
the purpose of being translated to the Company of Salters. 

" Resolved that his request be compl ied with on his paying a Fine of £30 
together with £5 for call ing a special meeting to attend the Members of the 
Salters Company to the Court of Aldermen. 

1 Company's Journal I .  ° Company's Journal I L L  



1 1 4 THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' COi\IPANY. " The Ivlastcr, Ivlr .  Joseph Fenn, with several Members of the Court, attended the Court of Aldermen on his being translated ."  
By the Bye- Laws of the Company, made on the 30th 

November, 1 63 1 ,  and approved on the I r th August, 1 6 3 2 ,  in  
accordance with the Act of Parliament of the 2 5 th J anuary, 
1 9  Henry V I I , i t  was enacted that no person should use the 
Trade, Art, or Mystery of a Clockmaker, Mathematical I nstru­
ment Maker, Sun-d ial M aker, Graver, Casemaker, or any 
thing otherwise pecul iarly belonging to the same trade, unless 
he had served as apprentice for seven years ; and the v iew, 
search, and survey of the goods of  such trade were also given 
to the Company. 

There is  no reason to doubt that thenceforward the 
persons using the various branches of the trade enumerated i n  
the Bye- Laws, who carried on business with in  the City o f  
London and i ts l iberties, were required t o  take u p  their 
Freedom in  this Company, and from time to time were 
admitted as Members of the Fellowship. 

I n  the year r 6 7 7  there is  an entry on the M inutes of the 
Court of Assistants of the admission of a number of Mathe­
matical I nstrument Makers at one t ime, a fact which is  a 
strong evidence i n  favor of the claim subsequently put forward 
by this Company in opposition to the Spectacle M akers, to 
which reference is hereafter made. " 1 667. February 24. The persons whose names are hereunder sub­scribed being by trade :Mathematical Instrument :tvlakers and free of severall Com pan yes in London were admitted Brethren of the Company of Clockmakers of London, and all of them ( except Helkiah Bedford, Robert Fole, Isaac Carver, and John Sel lars, who in  their judgements dissent from taking an Oath ) did take the Oath of the Company ffor which their admission they altogether paid to lVIr. Thomas Claxton, Renter Warden of the said Company the sume of twelve pounds for the use of the said Company, and have sub­mitted and severally promised and obliged themselves to conforme and yield  obeydience unto the Constitutions, Ordinances, Orders and Government of  the same Company of Clockmakers ' :-Walter Hayes I-Iel kiah Bedford f ohn Browne \Valter Henshaw Wil liam Howe Wil liam E lmes Robert Fole 

T ohn Iviarke Phillip Smith Joseph ·wel l s  John Nash Isaac Carver Robert Cooke 
' Company's Journal I .  

James Atkinson Edward Fage John Bell Robert Starr J ohn  Sellars James Griffith." 
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Others were subsequently admitted upon payment of a 
fi ne of Twenty Shillings each. " 1 669. September 2 9. John Briggs a Cutter of Glasses for Watches, formerly a Soldier under the Duke of Albern:ule, when the king was restored, produced the Act of Parliament 1 2° Car. n

c1 en:i.blins; Soldiers of the Army then to be disbanded, to exercise trades, and a certificate according to the said Act, and prayed to be admitted a Brother of the Company, who was thereupon admitted and sworn a Brother and for his admission did promise to pay to the Company t11·enty shillings within a week's time and to be con­formable to the orders of the Company.' " I 7 1 9. September 2 9. It was ordered that the French Watchmakers and other Foreigners be informed that they may be admitted into the Freedom of this Company, but that noi1e be admitted unless at a summoned Court.2 " 1 7 1 9. October 1 .  Paid by Mr. ·warden l'vfark.wick at a :Meeting at the ' Angell and Crowne,' with the :Master elect, to consider of proper Frenchmen to be invited to take up their Freedome £0 . 8 .  o." 3 
The Court of Assistants  tried for many years to obtai n 

an Act of Common Council for regulating the Freedom of the 
Company, but they did not  succeed unti l  1 76 5 .  

T h e  following E xtracts ref e r  t o  the various proceedings 
in reference to this object :-" 1 694-5 . January 1 4. It was ordered that the Company do endeavour to procure and obtain an Act of Common Council to oblige all persons for the future who have right to the Freedom of the City of London, and work in any branch or part of the Art of Clockmaking and 'Natchmaking, or either of them, to take the Freedom of this Company, and that a l l persons free of other Companies working in either of the said Arts shall bind their Apprentices to this Company for the future.4 " 1 696. April 6. Ordered that the Tlfaster and Wardens of the Company do endeavour to procure an Act of Common Council according to the order of the Court of the 1 4th January 1 6 9 5  at the charge of the Company." 5 

The subject did not come before the Common Council 
u ntil the 20th of April i n  the following year, when the Petition 
of the Company is found entered at length in  the J ournals 
of that Court, in the following terms :-

" l 67 7. April 2 0. At this Court the Petition of ye Master ·wardens and Assistants of ye Company of Clockmakers London was read wc 11 follows in these words 6 " To the R ight Honoble y" Lord Mayor and Aldre11 of the City of London and the Comans in Com on Councill assembled " The humble Petition of ye Master 'Nardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers London ' Company's Journal T .  s Company's Journal I I .  2 Company's _J ournal I I I. 
6 _T ouma!  of Cornrnon Counc i l ,  No. 52 ,  fol. 97. 



[ I 6 TH E CLOCKi\IAKERS
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CO;\l PANY. " Sheweth-That whereas it hath been found convenient y' persons of fYticular trades or mysteryes should be incorporated w'h imunityes and pO\rers to ye encl y' some expert and skillfull in each Art might take by search and inspection to suppress and regubte ye abuses daily comittecl by ye ignorant and unskillfull y' ye subject might not be imposed on, nor the creditt of such Arts or Mysteryes diminished. " And 1rhereas by y r Petitioners Charter of Incorpora&-\n dated ye 2 2nd day of August in ye 7' 1, yeare of the reigne of King Charles ye first, inrol led amongst ye Records of this Citty, Al l  J)sons 1rho shall use ye Art Trade or lVIystery of makeing Clocks Watches and Alarums, Boxes or Cases for such, Niathematicall instruments, dialling and other worke plperly belonging thereunto w'1'in ye Limits of y' Petitioners grant ought to be subject unto :md regubted by ye rules and ord's of ye said Company. " And 1rhereas many !?sons useing ye said Arte or part thereof do daily endeavour to become Freemen, and are made free of other Companyes, not practizing any part of y'° Petitioners Art, who have no ski l l  nor kn011"1edge of ye goodness or insufficiency of any of y" worke belonging thereto, and such !?sons, beinge exempted from ye Governm' of y' Peticoners and the subjection to such orders as are needful !  for ye reforming ye abuses co111itted in ye said Art, do make up much bad and deceitfu l l  worke both in ye materialle and workemanship to ye scandall of the said Arts and the abuse of the Citizens of this Citty and others. " And for ye continuance of such practizes wil l tend to make ye consti­tucons and priviledges, obteyned by y' petiwners predecessors, rather a burthen y" an advantage to such ingenious Artists as are conformable to good orders and rules both in respect of their worke and ye numb' of their App"tices. " Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this honoble Court wil l  please to pass an Act of this Court in behalfe of y' Petitioners that all persons now or hereafter using ye said Trade Art or :Mystery of C lockmaking, Watchmaking, Mathematicall Instrument makeing, Dialling or any branch thereof that are Freemen of this Citty shall cause all their App'ntices for the time to come to be bound to and made free of ye Company of C lockmakers, and that the App'ntices now bound to the said Trade shall at ye expiracon of their App'nticeshipps take their freedom of ye said Company, that in time they may be incor­porated into one body whereby y' Petitioners humbly conceiYe they may be enabled to regulate and reforme ye abuses in ye said Arts, and keep up ye reputacon thereof att home and abroad. " And yr Petitionrs shall pray &c. Edward Stanton, Iviaster. Tohn Ebsworth l Rob' · Williamson Wardens. Rob'· Halsted Ech1·ard :Morris T ohn Harris Nathan 1. Barrow Nicasius Russell 

·walter Hensha11· Henry Wynne Joseph '\Vindmill e  Thomas Tompion Tames l\farkwick Charles Gretton Thomas Hanconne William Speakman. " And thereupon ye consideration thereof was referred to ye Committee for letting and demiseing ye lands and tenements given to this Citty by S' Thomas Gresham, Knight, deceased, who are to report their opinions thereof to this Court." 



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS 1 COi\IPAN Y. I I 7 

At a M eeting of the Court of Assistants on the 3 rd of  
IV Iay, r 6 9 7, the draft of a Bil l  intended for an Act of Common 
Council, was read and approved, and the Master and vVardens 
were desired to prosecute the same with all care and dispatch, 
and to d isburse what charges were necessary therein.  

Before, however, the matter had proceeded further, the 
Blacksmiths' Company, from whom, as has been already 
shewn, the Clockmakers emanated, pet itioned the Common 
Council  against the Bil l  i n  these words :-" 1 6 9 7. lVIay q. At this Court ye Peticon of ye Keepers or Wardens of ye Society of Blacksmiths London was read and follows in these words ' " To ye right honoble the Lord :Mayor Aldermen and Comons of ye City of London in Comon Councell assembled " The humble Peticon of ye Keepers or Wardens and society of ye Art or Mystery de Lez Blacksmiths London " Sheweth-That ye Company of Clockmakers haveing lately peti tioned y' by an Act of this honoble Court all Clockmakers may be obleiged to bind and make free wth ym ( or to such l ike purpose) And forasmuch as y0 same will be a great intrenchm' upon your Petitioners and irreparably injurious to them-" Your Petrs therefore most humbly pray y' they may be heard by them­selves or their Counci l l  as need may requ ire against ye subject matter of ye said Peticon and any Bill y' may thereupon be brought in and may have a copy of ye said peticon and notice from time to time of y' plceedings therein. " And y' Petrs shall ever pray &c. Thomas Day l 1 Robert Blackett f \\ ardens. John Webster \V"' · Buck 

Francis Pound Thomas Lee Iviackl in Green John Whitehead Richard Lidiard. " And thereupon ye consideracon thereof was referred to the Co111itee app'cd to consider of ye petition lately fJsented to this Court by ye Company of Clockmakers London." 
vVhilst  the Petit ion was before the Committee of  the 

Common Council , the Blacksmiths  appear to have taken very 
active measures in  opposit ion to the B ill, and the following 
Extr2.cts from the Records of  that Company serve to elucidate 
the causes ·wh ich led to a state of  feel ing between the two 
bodies, happily now only matter of h istory :-" At a Meeting of the Court of Assistants of the Blacksmiths' Comp:rny 1 8th May 1 6 9 7. This Court being acquainted with the petition of the 

' J ournal of Common Council, No. 53, fol. 991 >. 



THE CLOCKi\IAK E lzs' COi\l PANY. Clockmakers and their purpose to obtain an Act of Common Council to have all Clockmakers and others made free of them, Resolved that this Company will oppose the Clockmakers in their present clesigne and that the utmost endeavours be used to prevent their obteying the Act prayed for in their petition. That the management thereof be left to the Wardens.' " r 6 97 .  J une 8 .  The Committee appointed by the Court of Common Council met, when the foll0wing reasons against the Bill were delivered in on behalf of the Blacksmiths' Company " That one rn:tine part of their Petii?on for having all Clockmakers bind in their Company (tho' free of others) is impracticable, the late Act of Parlia­ment for releife of the orphans enjoyning every fYson to bind in ye CompY whereof he is a rnem ber. " That the reasons assigned for such Bill which are that f)\ons useing the sd art or part thereof become free of other Cornp05 not practising any part of their art and have no skill nor knowledge of any of the workes thereto be­longing doe not at all concern the Blacksmiths, for it is  well knowne that they are the originall and proper makers of Clocks &c. and have full skill and knowledge therein and that many of their employments are wholly in such worke Therefore hope the Clockrnakers intend not to include tbe Smiths in such their Bill, nor can it be thought reasonable that all plsons exerciseing the Clockmakers art or any branch (part) thereof shalbe within the lirnitts or meaning of such act (as they pray) because it will necessarily take in the · Artists in Smithery. " That the Blacksmiths are Artists (yea the most curious) in such worke is undeniable matter of fact and doth plainly appear, not only in that ye most Artists therein at this clay were Smiths in their original!, but it appears in that no Clockmaker can finish any Clocks &c. without the distinct and peculiar workmanship of ye Smith, yet the Smith can entirely do of himself because the whole (indeed) is but a branch of ye Art of Smithery and having been always so accompted the Blacksmiths CompY have therefore hitherto enjoyed all Clockmakers, ·watchmakers &c. that were members of them, And highly just and reasonable it is  That in regard the said Art of Smithery is not only of great antiquity and use but absolutely necessary it should be encouraged, And the ingenious improvers thereof permitted to continue in the society to which they originally and of a right, belong for the benefit and reputacon thereof. And that all the Grants heretofore made to them by the Kings and Queens of this Realme should be construed to their greatest advantage, and that no subsequent Grant or Charter should be taken or interpreted to ye pcjudice or diminution thereof. " The Clock.makers grand plea or allegation yt abuses are committed in the Trade because plsons exerciseing it are made ffree of other Compcs unskilled therein, and are exempted from Goverment is of no force with respect to the Blacksmith, who is as good if not a better and more competent judge thereof then they, and indeed it is  but a specious pretence of theirs, for ye Clockmakers have never yet given any instance of their ability or care in that matter. Nor is it apprehended how they ever can, ·whereas the CornpY of Blacksmiths have (as need required) reformed the abuses of their trade and particularly a few months since expended a considerable sume for the publick good in detecting and punishing ye makers and owners of some bad and deceitful wares and workmanship apperteying to their Art, and while the Clockmakers work in 
' Journal of rnacksmiths' Company X. 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. I I 9 part of their Art of Smithery they must be subj ect to the Blacksmiths searches agreable to Charter and Ordinances of said Blacksmiths CompY and antient Custome of this C ity. " Such act wil l  not only be injurious to ye Blacksmiths CompY but highly pej uditiall to ye City in that it will incapacitate those who have and may be bound in a Livery CompY from serving the Publick in many things in such a CompY which they will be pevented in doing when removed ( contrary to their will and designe) to one that neither enjoys that priviledge nor is constituted of such members as ever yet shewed a willingness (tho otherwise able enough) to contribute (as such) to the support of the City Grandeur, and it must necessarily ue injurious to the psons so removed because then their dutys of Quarteridge &c. will be double and the ffines for Steward &c. as great and yet they deprived of an equell right with their fellow citizens and hindered in doing y' service for ye publick which otherwise they might have had and done. " The Company of Blacksmiths have from antient times had a Livery, and as such have all along sustained great charges in contributing to ye grandeur of this honoble City, have been at great costs in building a Hall, do pay considerable taxes to the Kings Mar· they also pay to the church and poor, and bear Armes in the Mil itia &c. none of all which is done by the Clockmakers CompY• " The said Company of Blacksmiths by meanes of the great charge they have been at in building their Hall ,  and other incident charges as a Livery, have been a long time and stil l  are in Debt, and if such a Branch (wch for so long time they have enjoyed) should be taken from them, and ye Clockrnakers Watchmakers &c. (their members) prohibited ye making of their apprentices )f them, especial ly at this time when the decay of Trade in_generall and im­poverishment of the said Blacksmiths' Art in particular is so great, they shall not be able  to sustain their necessary charges. " 1 69 7. June 1 0. The Committee of the Common Council met and some of the Y\Tardens and Assistants appeared agst the pet'5 where the pet" gave their reasons for the Bill but forewent our part of their peticon, to witt that concerning binding, and then objected an agreement said by them to be made bet'" their CompY and ours and some other things as a barr to our opposicon­Concerning which matter the Clerk in behalf of the CornpY denied their un­acquaintedness, and being therefore altogether unprovided to give an answer thereto desired 1 4  days time to inquire and consider thereof, which was granted, and also craved that the Com'e would order that they might have coppeys of these things the Clockmakers produced which was ordered wee paying therefore."  ' COP Y  OF AGREEME�T. " Item : That no plson or plsons now inhabiting or dwelling or which hereafter shall inhabit or dwell within the said City or within Four Miles of , the same and there use or exercise either the sd Art or lVIistery of a Black­smith or a Spurrier (excepting those (Ysons free of the CompY of Armorers London) nor no other JYSon being the s0 Society De lez Blacksmiths London shall hereafter take any pson or p'sons to be his or their Apprentice or Ap­prentices not being borne within the Kings obeysance nor shal_l by any _ Cu llor or Device bind or cause to be bound h is Apprentice or Apprenti ces to htrnsel fe 
' J ournal o f Blackrn1 i t hs '  Company X I . 



1 20 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COiVIPANY. or to any other JYSon being free of any other Society or CompY whereby his said Apprentice and Apprentices may not be a [freeman and ffreemen of the sc1 Society De lez Blacksmiths London. But that all fi\ons useing the said Arts or Misterys or either of them and being free of any Society Guild or Fraternity whatsoever (except as aforesc1) shall bind thei1 Apprentices to some ffreeman of this Society to the intent they may become ffreeman of the same according to their Letters Patents in that behalfc granted, And excepted and provided ahrnyes Tint those that now are or hereafter shall be free of this Society and professe the Art and Trade of Clockrnaking (so they be not great Church Clockmakers of Iron) may bind their Apprentice or Apprentices to some ffree Clockmaker of London to become [freemen thereof, this Constitucon notwithstanding, Nor shall any p>son of the Society teach or instruct any other :Man Serv' or Apprentice above the space of one month unless he be presented and admitted by the Keepers or 'IVarclens of this Society, Nor shall sett to worke any other man's Apprentice neither shall retain keep or sett to worke in the Art or l\tlistery which he useth any p>son or 19sons other then his owne child or children above the space of one month before he shall take and bincle him to be his Apprentice by Indenture to be made by the Clerke of this Society for the terme of seven years at the least, And that if any p>son shall offend in any point of this Ordinance That then he shall forfeit and pay to the sc1 Keepers or ·wardens and Society for every his offence Ten pounds of lawfull English money or such less sume of like money as by the s<l Keepers or Wardens and their Assistants or the more part of them for the time being (1Yhereof two of the Keepers or Wardens to be t1rn) shall be ordered and adjudged to be paid for every such offence. J osyas Deveris } ·wardens of ye Sampson Shelton Master l of ye Robert Chaplin Blacksmiths. Richard Masterson l 'N ·cl Clock-The marke [RK] ofRob' Kilborne Richard i\forgan J ai ens makers. " 1 697 .  June 2 9. The ,Varden lVfarkh;11n and Renter Warden and nfr. Briscoe and Ed. Freeman who had the manageing of this affair [met the Committee appointed by the Court of Common Council]. They desired that the Clockmakers might prove that which they had produced and called by them an agreement, wee apprehending it not to be any such thing as not having any date nor place expressed, no due confirmation, nor any witnesses, which they could not directly do but produced their Records which set forth that there had formerly been a contest between the two Companies, their plea and our answer, and then an order of my Lord Keeper about 1 638  or 9 for both Companies to attend him in order to have the business settled where­�1pon they affirm'd this agreement was made and argued that it was in our books and thereupon the Courte asked for our books whereto was answered that we had no directions from this Court, therefore they 11·ere not brought, but should be ready to observe their ordrs therein, the Comte seemed to take it for granted that it was in our Books 1Yhereupon the Clarke further objected that it could have no binding or conclusive force as an agreement being signed by the ,Vardens only and one other person 1Yhen there were 4 ,Vardens always • equall in poll'er and trust and for that a thing of this nature ought to be clone under the Cornon Seale of the Company. The Court thereupon wav'd the consideration thereof and directed to proceed to the meritts of the case as now it stood that they might judge whether it were now fitt to be allowed of wch accordingly was done in substance much the same with 1rhat is herein before inserted and the comprehensive clauses in Charter and Ordinances relatiYe 



THE CLOCKi\fAKERS' CO:\f PANV. I 2 I . to b inding making free turning over &c. \Yere read and urged. It admitted of a long debate in Co:1rn1ittee and their Clerk informed us they had agreed upon a Report Special!." ' 
The Report of the Committee of the Common Council  

on  the subject was presented to that Court on the 8th October 
following, in which they recommended that the Petition of the 
C lockmakers should be complied with and a Bi l l  brought in  
accordingly, which was clone, but being stil l opposed by the 
B lacksmiths, i t  was recommitted and stood over for some time. 
E ventually on the Petition of the Clockmakers, a new Com­
mittee was appointed who brought i n  another Bi l l  against 
which the Blacksmiths continued tl�eir opposition, both sides 
being heard by Counsel, 2 and the Bill ,vas finally thrown out 
o n  the th ird reading, on the 3 1  st November, I 698 .  The 
proceedings are given at length i n  the following Extracts :-" At a Common Council held on the 8th October 1 697 ,  Clarke Mayor. This day the Comtce to whom the Peticon of the Master and 1Vardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers was referred did deliver into this Court a Report in ,uiteing under their hands touching the same the tenour whereof follows, viz. " To the Right Hono1,1c the Lord Mayor Aldrei'i and Co1nons in Co11,on Councill assembled. " In obedience to an Order of thi s  Honob1e Court bearing elate the 20th day of Aprill last past We whose names are hereunto subscribed being of the Com'"c appointed by the said Order to consider of the Peticon of the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers And also an Order of this hono"'c Court bearing date the 1 4th day of Tviay last to consider of the Peticon of the Keepers or Wardens and Society of the Art or Mystery de Jez Blacksmiths London have sev0all times rnett and considered of the mres $ett forth in the said Peticons and have heard the Al legacons on both sides and have seen entries in the Bookes of the said Companies and a Report made and confirmed in Bromfeilcl's Mayoralty dated the 1 6th June r 636 purporting that such persons as used the Art of rnakeing watches and chamber clocks and would not be translated to the Society of Clockmakers or could not procure the Companies whereof they were free to give their consent thereto should notwithstanding bind their App11tices to some freeman of the said Company of Clockmakers and be made free of the said Company And also an agreem' made and signed by the then Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers and the Wardens of the Blacksmiths pur­porting that those which then were or should hereafter be free of the Soci ety , of Blacksmiths and profcsse the Art or trade of Clockmaking (except great Church Clockmakers of Iron) might bind their App 1

1tice or App11 t ices to some free Clockmaker of London to become free of the Clockmakers Company. 
• f ournal o f  Blacksmilhs' Company X L  
2 ·By the Company's Minutes o f  Lhe 25 Ll1 November, 1 698, i t  appears L h al Lhc  Counsel selecled by the Clockmakers were Sir I Jartholomew Showers, M r. Northey, i\ l r. Cowper, and i\fr. Dee. 



1 2 2 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. And being satisfied of the great losse of trade the said Company of Clock­makers have and may sustein by reason of the exportawn of great quantities of badd goods both in Workmanship and Mrcialls made up and sold by sev0all persons exerciseing the Trade or Mystery of Clockmaking and Watchmaking being free of other Companies and keeping more App"tices then the said Company lawfully can, whereby the number of C lockrnakers are extreamly multiplied and not well educated in the said Trade, and doe procure their freedomes in  other Companies, by reason "·hereof they are not subject to nor under the governm' views searches and correccons of the said Company of Clockmakers, nor oblidged to observe the Rules La11"es and Ordinances of the same Company. For remedy whereof and to the intent that all freemen of this Citie using any of the said Arts or Trades of making Clocks Watches Larrums and Boxes and Cases for them and r.fathematicall Instrum15 Sunn Dyalls or other Workes belonging plperly to the said Art or Trade of Clock­making may in time be compelled to be made free of the said Company of Clockmakers And that the Master and Wardens of the said Company for the time being may hereafter have lawfull power to make a more free and effectual I search inspeccon and correcwn of all frauds deceipts and defaults co1n itted and done by persons useing the said Arts and Trades last menconed 11"ithin this Citie and Libties thereof then heretofore they have had whereby such frauds deceipts abuses and offences may be discovered and punished accord­ing to the Antient Lawes and Customes of this City, We are humbly of opinion That it may be enacted by this honoblc Court that all and every person and persons using and exercising the Art Mystery or Trade of making Clocks Watches Larums Boxes and Cases for them flfathematicall Instrum" Sunndyalls or any other Worke properly belonging to the said Art Trade or Mistery or any part thereof (being free of other Companies) or the Clerkes of the Companies such persons are free of doe from and after the day of next immediately after the binding of any App"tice or App"tices, deliver the names of the App"tice or App11tices soe bound and the date of the i ndres of such App"tice or App 1 1tices soe bound to the Master, Wardens or Assistants of the said Company of Clockmakers for the time being or one of them to th'end such App 11tice or A pp11tices soe bound may for the future be compeleable to take up their freedomes in the Company of Clockmakers And that all App 11tices al ready bound or hereafter to be bound to any person or persons useing or exerciseing the said Art Trade or Mistery of making Clocks or Watches Larums Boxes and Cases for them, IVIathe­maticall I nstrumts Sunndyalls, or any other ·work properly belonging to the said Art Trade or Mistery or any parte thereof free of any other Company whatsoever And also that all and every person or persons whatsoever useing or exerciseing the Art Trade or M istery last menconed or any or either of them having any right to their freedoms of this Citie by Patrimony Redemp­wn or otherwise be for the future oblidgecl to take up their freedomes and be made free of the said Company of Clockmakers only. All which neYerthe­lesse is humbly submitted to the great ,l"isd01�1e and judgm' of this honoble Court. Dated this 7'h clay of October, 1 69 7  Ric. Levett 0. Buckingham Edw. \Vills J ames Boddington Tho. Pitts John Harvey Which being read and the Question being put Whether a B i ll should be brought i n  upon the said Report It was carried in the Affirmative and referred to the said Comtee to bring in a Bill pursuant to the said Report. ' 
' Jonrn�I of Common Counci l ,  Ko. 5 2, fol. 1 43 d seq. 



T H E  Cl .OCK :\L-'I.KE I·zs' CO:\I PANY. " 1 6 9 7 .  October 2 7 .  Clockrnakers' :iJfa ir. The major part of the Comrn1tt.ee f�vouring the Clockmrrkers' clllse did agree upon a report after our heanng m J une l ast and signed the same sever:1 l ly ,ri thout having a Com1mttee therefore 11·hich ga,·e offence to some of the Committee rrncl there­llJ?0n diverse Committees 1Yere summoned in the month of September but 1nth<:>ut effect and on the 7th of October ,ras a Committee \\'here ,,·ere ))'sent S' R1chrrrd Levett S' O,ren Buckinghrrm S' Ed,,.c1 M i l ls Col . Bodclington i\Ir. Han-ey and Capt Pitts 1Yhen the Report was read,· and it being our Quarter clay i\Ir. Holland i\Ir. llfarkh::irn rrncl i\Ir. Clements only appe::ired ,rho en­deavoured to possess ye Court ,ri th the disadvantages upon y' account but they required our reasons no,,· against the Report ; ye Clerk then endeayoured further to evince that al legation of C lockmaking \\'as originated in ye Smith and that they were the sole makers thereof. The Clock.makers asserted the contrary and urged that they forged ::ill ye irornrnrk. I\[ r. Han-ey spoke much on our behalf  and in vindication of those points but all ava i led nothing . The report \\'as p::issed, and the next day a Common Council ,ms held and the report read and a Bi l l  ordered to be brought in . '  Additional Reasons rrgainst the Bi l l  delivered in to the Committee by the Blacksmiths. " The B lacksmiths Company yet ,,·illing to deal ingeniously and to conceal nothing within their knO\rledge concerning this m::itter doe therefore own That in certain By Laws by them heretofore made there is :1 clause of l ike import ,,·ith that paper which the Clockmakers have urged as an agreement signed &c. concerning which it is humbly submitted to con­sideration. " r .  That it does not appear by the Company's Records to be ::tny Act of theirs either in signing any such agreement (::is before) or admitting any such exception in their By L:1,rs and therefore ha,·e rerrson to suspect that it was obteyned by some indirect manner. 
" 2 . That the said exception is but in one Clause of the By L:1,,·s, to \\'it that for takeing of Apprentices, but in those for presenting, turning over and rnakeing free of Apprentices &c. it is not inserted, ,,·hereas Armoro:·s 1Yho ,rere indeed designed to be excepted are so excepted in those aforesaid and rr l l  other clauses needful! thro'out both Charter rrnd Ordinances, soe  that this exception is directly contrary to the Blacksmiths' Ch::irter and runs counter to the genernl scope of all their other By Lrrws. " 3. That the clause in ,rhich this exception is conteynecl is but a part of the Blacksmiths' Ry L:11Ys 1rhich they can reYoke, al ter &c. as need requires." 2 

" At a Common Council held on the r oth of November 1 6 9 7 .  Ed,rin, Ma,yor. This clay the Com'cc to \\·horn the Report of the I'iiastcr _1Var�l ens :11:d Assistants of the Comprrny of Clod makers was referred to bring 111 :1 B i l l  pursuant to  the said Report did in pursuance of  the s:ime deli,·er into this Court a Bil l ,l'l1 ich being read rrnd the Question put Whether the said Bi l l  should be read a second time at the next Colllon Counce! ! i t  ,ms crrrried in the Affirmative . 
'· 0 J ournal or Blacksmiths' C:omp�ny X I. 

K 



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. " A  Peticun of the Keepers or ·warde.ns and Society of the Company of Blacksmiths London was plsented unto this Court relating to the Clock makers Bill which followes in these words, viz. " To the Right Honoble the Lord Mayor Aldren and Comans of the Citie of London in  Comon Councell assembled. " The  humble Peticon of the Keepers or V/ardens and Society of the Art or Mistery de lez Blacksmiths London, " Sheweth-That the Com'ee to whom the Peticon of the Company of Clockmakers was referred having been pleased to prepare a Bill in  their behalfe ag' which your Petitioners have many 1nreiall and weighty objecfons and reasons to offer (besides what they in genall offered to the said Com'cc ag' the bringing in thereof) which will fully shew that the said Bill (should it pass into an Act) will be a great encroachm' upon and very injurious to your Petitioners and which they humbly hope will prevaile with this honob1c Court to set aside the same soe farr as it relates to the Blacksmiths Company .  " Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray that they may be heard by Councill ag' the said Bill at the Barr of this Honobtc Court or otherwise. " And your Petitioners shall ever pray &c. Robert Blacket l Thomas Bristoe Thomas Lee Wardens. ·william Taylor Thomas Phillips Robert Hoe ·william B uck Henry Neale. " Which being read and the Question being put whether they shall be heard by their Councell at the Barr of this Court according to the prayer of the said Peticon I t  was carried in  the Affirmative. And the lVI r Y\Tardens and Assistants of the  said Company of Clockmakers are hereby ordered to have notice thereof and are at liberty to be heard at the same time by their Councell ag' the said pet icon . '  " At a Common Council held on the  2 0th December 1 69 7 .  Edwin, Mayor. This day being appointed for the hearing the Councell as well for the Blacksmiths as the r:Jockmakers Companies touching a Bill depending in this  Court for the regulating the Art of Clockmaking they were accordingly called in And the said Bill was read a second time. And after hearing the Councell on either side and a long debate The Question \Yas put Whether the said Bill should be recommitted And was carried in the Affirmative.° " At a Common Council held on the 8th July 1 698. Ed,1·in, Mayor. A Peticon of the :-faster ·wardens and Assts of the CompY of Clockmakers of London was presented unto this Court and read in these words " To the Right Hono010 the Lord Mayor Aldrcn and Co1nons of the City of London in Co1non Councell assembled. " The humble Petii::on of the lVI' ·wardens and Assistants of the CompY of Clockmakers London, " Sheweth-That a Bil l for regulateing the Art of Clockrnaking brought in by order of this honob1e Court bath been twice read and reco1nitted and bath so stood ever since the 2 0th day of December last. That by reason of 
' Journal of Common Council, No. 52, fol .  157. 
0 Journal of Common Council, No. 52, fol. 1 61. 



TH E CLOCKMAKERS' COM PANY. 1 2 5 the new Comon Councill and the alteration of some of the Members of the Comtcc to whom the said B i ll was comitted your Petitioners B ill hath layn still ever since. They therefore humbly pray th is honoble Court will now please to nofate and appoint a Comtce to consider of the said Bill. And your Petitioners shall pray &c. J 110· Ebsworth, JVI'· Rob'· Williamson l Rob'· Halstead Wardens. Charles Sutton Nath. Barrow Eclwc1 . Stanton 
James Parkwick Thos. Tompion Sam. lVIerchant J"0

• Finch. 
" And upon the Question put Vlhether so many Members of this Court w ith an addition of two Comoners to be added in the roorne of Mr. Scriven and l\fr. Harvey as were a Com'ce to consider of a Bill formerly in this Court shall be a Com'ec to consider of the said B ill or noe It was carr ied in the Affirrn­ati ve And thereupon Mr. Chitty and Mr. Greville were aclclecl to the s:1icl Com'ce. , " At a Common Council held on the 2 6th October 1 698. Edwin, Mayor. This day a Corn 10e appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill for the regulateing the Art of Clockmakeing cleliverecl in a Report with a B ill annexed into this Court wch being read the Question was put whether the said B i l l  should be read a second t ime the first thing the next Comon Councell or  no. It was carried in the Affirmative. 0 " At a Common Council held on the 1 8th November 1 698. Child, Mayor. At th is Court the Bill for regulateing the Art of Clockrnaking was read a second time and upon the Question put whether it should be read a th i rd time at the next Com on Council or no ? I t  was carried in the Affirmative. " This clay the Master and Y\Tarclens of the Company of Blacksmiths London as well as the Master '\Vardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockrnakers London were cal led in and their sev0all Peti&\ns being read for the passing of the sai d  Bill and thereupon the Question was put whether Council for or against the said Bill shal l be heard at the Barr of this Court at the read ing the said Bill a third time or no, It  \Yas carried in the A ffirmative and Ordered accordingly. " " At a Common Council held on the 2 3rd of November 1 698.  Chi ld ,  Mayor. The Bil l  for regulating the Art of Clockmaking was th is clay read a Th i rd time. And the Counsel as well for as against the said Bi l l  appointed to be heard at the barr of th is Court were accordingly heard and afterwards withdrawing and a debate �niseing thereon the Question was put whether this Court would adjourne the debate of the said Bill to the next Co111on Council or no, It was carried in the J\ Jfirmati,·e and Ordered accord ingly." " At a Common Council held on the 3 1 st of November 1 698. Ch i l d, ,Mayor. Att th is Court the Bill for regulating the A rt of Clockmaking \\"as read a th ird t ime and the blanks being filled up and some  ::imenclments m::icle thereto ::tnd also scv0all debates thereon were h::tcl, ::tnd upon the Question put whether the st1 Bill now re::id a Third t ime with the amendments made thereto ' Journal o f  Common Counci l ,  No. 52, fol .  2 1 3. 

0 Journal o f  Common Counc i l ,  No. 52, fcl . 22 1 1 ,· 
3. " Journal of Common Counc i l ,  No. 5 2 , fo l .  227 . 
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1 2 6 THE CLOCK MAKERS' co;vrp ANY. 

and the blanks filled up should pass into an Act and be a law of this Court 
or no, I t  was carried in the Negative and a Poll being demanded and 
granted there were S ixty for and Eighty-five against the passing of  the said 
Bill. And the said B il l  was thereupon ordered to be rej ected. " 1 

U pon the failure of this attempt on the part of the Com­
pany to procure the passing of the Act of Common Council  
the matter remained i n  abeyance for a l engthened period .  I n  
the year 1 764, however, i t  was revived, and the fol lowing 
entries appear in  the M i nutes of the Court of Assistants :-

" 1 7 64. January 1 0. On a Motion made by Mr. :rviatthews that the 
Court of  Common Council be applied to, to oblige all persons of the trade of 
a Clockmaker, hereafter applying for the freedom of this City to take i t  up of 
the Clockmakers' Company, I t  was ordered that the Clerk do inspect the 
Bye Laws, and enquire the expence of  such application as well as he possibly 
can, and lay them before the Court that the same be argued and finally ap­
proved or disapproved of, at the next Court. 0 

" 1 7 64. July 2. Ordered that the C lerk do apply to the Court of  
Common Council for an act  of theirs to oblige all persons using or exercising 
the Trade of a Watch or Clockmaker, hereafter applying for the freedom of 
the City of  London, to take it up of th is  Company.3 

" q64. October I I. The iVIaster and Wardens presented a Petition 
to the Lord Mayor and Court of  Aldermen and Common Council of  the City 
of London, praying for the Bye Law of the City to be granted to them to 
empower them to oblige all persons exercising the business of a Clockmaker 
hereafter applying for the freedom of the City of  London to take it up  first of 
this Company." 4 

The following is the record of the proceedings 1 11 the 
Court of Common Council :-

" At a Common Council he ld on the r I th of October r 7 64. Bridgen, 
:Mayor. The humble Petition of  the ]\faster Wardens and Fellowship of the 
Art or Mistery o f  Clockmaking of the C ity o f  London was this  clay presented 
unto this Court and read in these words 

" To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor Aldremen· and 
Commons of the City of London in Common Council assembled. 

" The humble Petition of  the Master 'v\Tardens and Fellowship of  the Art 
or Mistery of  Clockrnaking of  the City of London, 

" Sheweth-That his late :Majesty King Charles the First by his Charter 
or Letters Patent elated the 2 2 t1 of August in the 7 th year of his reign did 
will , ordain, constitute, and grant that all and singular the Clockmakers and 
other person and persons whatsoever as well Freemen of the City of London 
as also all other natural Free Born Subjects using the Art or Mistery of  Clock­
making within the said City, Liberties or Suburbs thereof, or within any place 

' Journal of Common Counci l ,  No. 52,  fol .  22 ib. 
o. 3, 4 Company's J ournal lV ,  



THE CLO CKi\IAKERS '  COi\IPANY. 1 2 7  within Ten Miles of the said City, as well within Liberties and places exempt as in other places, should be for ever thereafter one Body Corporate and politick by the name of the Iltfaster YVardens and Fellowship of the Art or Mistery of Clockmaking of the City of London, to the end that all frauds and deceits in the .said Trade m ight be discovered and reformed, and for prevention of such abuses and evils as might occur therein. " That notwithstanding the said Charter many _Persons who exercise the Art or M istery of Clockmaking have obtained their Freedoms of other Com­panies by redemption or otherwise, and many others who are Free of the said Company of Clockrnakers do obtain people of other Companies to bind Apprentices for them, and afterwards turn them over to them, by reason whereof the said Company of Clockmakers is much diminished in its number of Members and may fall into decay. " Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this Honourable Court will be pleased to order that from henceforth no person or persons using or exercising the Art or Mistery of Clockrnaking be permitted to take up his Freedom of this City by redemption or otherwise unless he be first Free of your Petitioners said Company. And that you will grant them such further or other relief in the premises as to you shall seem meet. " And your Petitioi1ers shall pray, &c. " Signed by order of Court " JASPER TAYLOR, Clerk. " Whereupon it is referred to Sir Robert Ladbroke Knight, Marshe D ickinson, George Nelson, Esquires, Sir Francis Gosling Knight and Samuel Turner Esquire, Aldermen, Mr. Deputy John Skynner, Mr. Christopher Robinson, Mr. Deputy John Paterson, Mr. William Hussey, Mr. Deputy Robert Gamon, George Bellas Esquire, Mr. Henry Major, Brass Crosby Esquire, Samuel Freeman Esquire, Mr. Arthur Beardmore, Mr. George Maynard and Mr. Laurence Holker, Commoners, or any L im of the said Aldermen and four of the said Commoners to be a Committee to examine the allegations thereof, and report their opinions thereon to this Court. " ' 
On the r r th of December, r 764, notice was received from 

S i r  Robert Laclbroke, K n ight and Alderman, tl1at he had 
summoned a Committee to s i t  at Guildhall on tliat clay, and 
the M aster with the Wardens and some of the Court attended 
the Committee, who, after the proper allegations in the Petit ion 
had been proved, stated that they were of opinion the said 
allegations were ful ly made out, and that they should so report 
to the next Common Council. 

This  appears to have been clone, and in  the: J ournals of 
the Common Counci l  of the 7th February following, the 
Report of the Committee is  entered, together with an i n­
struction to the Committee to prepare a Bi l l. This  Bi l l  was 
introduced and discussed in J u ly  and October of  that year, 1 11 
which latter month it was passed into a law. 

' Journ::tl of Common Council ,  No. 63, fo l .  203 1 '· 



T H E  CLOCKl\IAKEl,t/ COi\lPANY. 

" At a Common Council held on the 7th of February 1 7 65. Stephenson, 
Mayor. The Committee appointed by thi s  Court the r r th clay of October 
last to examine the allegations of the Petition of the lVIaster Wardens and 
Fellowship of the Art or lVIistery of Clockmaking of the City of London d id 
th is  clay delivered into th is  Court a report i n  writing under the ir  hands which 
was read in these words 

" To the Right Honourable the Lord l\fayor Aldermen and 
Commons of the C ity of London in Common Council assembled. 

" Whereas by an order of this Honourable Court bearing elate the 
Eleventh clay of October last, It was referred to us amongst others to examine 
the Allegations of the Petit ion of the Master ·wardens and Fellowship of the 
Art or Mistery of Clockmaking of the City of London praying for the reasons 
therein mentioned that this Court would be pleased to order that from thence­
forth no person or persons using or exercising the Art or Mistery of Clock­
making be  permitted to take up his freedom of this City by Redemption or 
otherwise unless he be  first free of the Petitioners said Company, Now we 
whose names are hereunto subscribed do humbly certify that in  obedience to 
the said order we have met and examined the allegations of the said Petition 
and l ikewise heard what the said lVIaster Wardens and Fellowship had to offer 
in support thereof and we are of opinion that they have proved the same and 
may have a By Law under proper regulations and restrictions which we sub­
mit to this Honourable Court this I I th clay of December 1 7 64. 

" C HRIS.  ROBINSON. 
" RoB. GA�IAN . 
" ROBT. LADBROKE. 

" SAM. FREE�IAN. 
" H EN. :MAJOR. 
" GEO. N ELSON. 

" And a Motion being made and Question put that this Court cloth agree 
with the Committee in their said report the same was resolved in the Affirm­
ative and i t  i s  referred back to the said Committee to prepare and bring in a 
Bill pursuant to the prayer of the said Petition. 1 

" At a Court of Common Council held on the 2 5 th of J uly 1 7 65. 
Stephenson, lVIayor. The Bil l  for regulating the Master Wardens and Fellow­
ship of the Art or lVIistery of Clockmaking of the City of London, ,ms this 
clay presented unto this Court and read a first and second time, and referred 
back to the Committee who brought in the same to fill up the blanks therein 
and report the same to this Court. 2 

" At a Court of Common Council held on the 1 5 th October 1 7 6 5. 
Stephenson, Mayor. This clay the Committee having pursuant to the order 
of this Court o f  the Twenty-fifth clay of July last fil led up the blanks in  the 
Bill for regulating the Master Wardens and Fellowship  of the Art or lVI istery 
of Clockrnaking of the City of London, did del iver the same so filled up into 
this Court and the same was read a third time, and a motion was made and 
question put, That the Bil l  as now read do pass into a law and become the 
act of this Court i t  was resolved in the Affirmative and ordered accordingly, 
which Act follows in these words 

" An Act for Regulating the Master, Wardens and Fellowship of the Art 
or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London. 

' Journal of Common Council, No. 63, fol. 244. 
2 Journal of Common Council ,  No. 63, fol. 302. 



1 2 9 " Whereas the l\faster, Wardens :me! Fel lo11·ship of the Art or l'dystery of Clockmaking of the City of London are and have been an ancient Company and Fratern ity of this City and long since lncorpor::i.tecl into one entire body by the name of the Master, '\Varclens and Fel lowship of the Art or lVIystery of Clockrnaking of the City of London, and whereas many persons 1Yho exercise the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking within the City of London have obtained their Freedoms of other Companies by redemption and otherwise by re:i.son whereof the said Company of Clockmakers is much diminished and im­poverished. For remedy whereof be it enacted, orcbinecl and established by the Right Honorable the Lord l\fayor, Aldermen and Commons of this City of London in this present Com:non Council assembled and by the authority of the same tint from and after the Twenty- fi fth day of December 1 7 65 every person not being already free of this City using or exercising or who shall use or exercise the Art Trade or Mystery of Clockm::i.king 1Yithin this City of London m- liberties thereof shall take up h i s  or her Freedom and be made free of the sai d  Company of the Master, W:i.rclens and Fellowship of the Art or l VIystery of Clockmaking of the City of London, and that no person or persons now using or exE'rcising or ,,·hich sha l l  hereafter use or exercise the said Art or Mystery of Clockmaking 1l'ithin the said City or Liberties thereof, shall from and after the said 'I\,·enty-fi fth clay of December be  admitted by the Ch:i.m­berlain of this City for the time being into the Freedom or l iberties of th is City of or in any other Company than the said Company of the l\faster, Wardens ::i.nd Fel lowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London, any hw, usage or Custom of this City to the contrary notwith­standing. Provided always that all and every person and persons not being already free of this City and who now are or hereafter shall be entitled to the Freedom of any other Company ,,·ith in this City by patrimony or service and ought in pursuance of this Act to be made free of t he  said Company of the Master, Wardens or Fell011·sh ip of the Art or l\Iystery of Clockmaking of the City of London shall be  admitted into the  Freedom of t he  said Company upon payment of such and the l i k e  fine and fees and no more as are usually paid and payabl e  upon admission of the Child or Apprentice of a Freeman of the same Company into the Freedom of the sa id Company. And be it further enacted and ordained by the Authority a foresaid that if any person other than and except such person who is already free of this City cloth or shall at any time or times from and after the said T1\'enty-fifth day of December, occupy, use or exercise, the Art, Trade or Mystery of Clockmaking 11"ithin this City or Liberties thereof not being free of the said Company of the Master, Wardens and Fell011·ship of Clockmaking of the City of London then every such person, other than except as aforesaid, sha l l  forfeit and pay the sum of Five pounds for every such offence. " And be it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid tha t the forfei tures and penalties made payable by this Act shall and may be recovered by action of debt, bil l or plaint to be commenced :i.nd prosecuted 1\'ith the privity and consent of the Master and W:i.rdens of the said Company for the time being in the n:i.me of the Chamberlain of the said City of London for the t ime being in any of His Majesty's Courts of Record to be holden within the s::i.id City, security being first gi ,·en by the  Master and Wardens of the said Company to indemnify the said Charnberl::tin ag:i.inst a l l  costs, damages, and expenses that may happen or arise on account of commcncir,g and prose­cuting the s;:i id action, and that th e said Chamberl::tin of the said City for the time being in al l  suits to be prosecuted by virtue of this present Act agains t 
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any offender shall recover h is  ordinary costs of suit  to be expended in  and 
about the prosecut ion of the same, and that in  case the said Chamberlain for 
the t ime being shall be nonsuited or discontinue the same action or judgement 
shall be given against the said Chamberlain i n  any such action to be brought 
by v irtue of this Act that the defendant in such action shall and may recover 
h i s  or her ordinary costs of such nonsuit d iscontinuance or judgement any Law 
usage or custom of the said C ity to the contrary, notwithstanding. And be i t  
further enacted and  ordained by the  authority aforesaid that a l l  penal ties and 
forfe itures to be had and recovered by virtue of this Act, the costs of the suit  
for the recovery thereof being first  deducted, shall after recovery and receipt 
thereof be divided in to two equal parts, the one moiety thereof shall be paid 
to him or them that shall prosecute the suit in the name of the Chamberlain 
of the said Ci ty for recovery of the same, and the other moiety thereof to the 
Treasurer of  the London Workhouse for the time being to be appl ied towards 
the nnintenance of the Poor harboured there in .  ' 

" R ix." 
This Act came in to force on the 2 5 th of December, r 765 ,  

and  soon bore frui t. O n  the  5 th of  M ay, r 766 ,  J oh n  F ish, 
son o f  vVm. F ish, C i tizen and Draper, of  London, bound to 
h is  mother, 1\!I ary F ish,  for seven years, was admitted to the 
Freedom of  the Clockmakers' Company agreeably to the Act, 
being by Trade a Clockmaker. On the 7 th J uly, r 7 66, J ames 
Scott, late Apprentice of J oh n  Jackson, C i tizen and Carpenter, 
b_y i ndenture, elated September r st, r 7 5 2, was admitted agree­
ably to the Act, being by Trade a Clockmaker ; and Samuel 
Riddlesdon ,  Cit izen and J oiner, was admitted by patrimony, 
being by Trade a Clockmaker. 

M any more examples m ight be given ,  but these are 
sufficient to show the effect produced by the A ct .  

I n  the year I 8 r 2 ,  the attent ion of the Court was directed 
to the necessity for some effectual means being taken to ensure 
a more complete observance of the prov isions of the above 
Act, and after the following recital, v iz. :-

" 1 8 1 2 . August 1 3. The Court having taken i nto consideration the 
frequent evasions of the provisions of the Act of Common Council passed in 
the year 1 7 6 5 and the means proper to prevent the recurrence thereof And i t  
appearing that b y  a certai n  Ordinance of this Company made 7 t h  clay of 
October 1 6 7 2  I t  was ordained that a CaYeat should be entered in the Cham­
berla in's O ffice to prevent persons engaged in the pr:i.ctice of the Art and 
l'viystery of Clockm:i.king from transacting business in the Chamber of London 
but as C itizens and Clockmakers only, And it appearing also that the said 
Caveat has proved ineffective as the persons usually attending i n  the said 
Chamber have not h itherto had any competent inducement to give full 
operation to the objects propos�cl to be attained by this Corporation." 

1 Jonrn�I of Common Connci l ,  N'o. 63, fols. 3 1 4-3 16 .  
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it was Resolved that certain premiums should be paid to 
the Clerks i n  the Chamberiain 's Office for stopping persons 
applying for the F reedom in other Companies who by right 
belonged to the Clockmakers, and obl iging them to take it up 
therein, and also for each Apprentice to any person using the 
Art of Clockmaking, not free of the Company, applying to 
be enrolled or turned over in any other Company, provided 
an endorsement upon the I ndenture and an entry in the 
Chamberlain's Books were made to secure his admission at 
the expiration of his serv itude in this Company. 

The Clerk of the Company was also ordered to prepare 
and keep perfect a Book containing the names, alphabetically 
arranged, with companies, residences, trades, and other needful 
information concerning all persons practis ing the Art of  
C lockmaking, but not free of the Company, or free of any 
other, and to lodge a copy of i t, to be cal led the " Caveat· 
Book," at the Chamberlain's Office, for the information of the 
Clerks, and to be used for the purposes above mentioned. 

On the 2 9th September following, a form of Caveat was 
agreed upon by the Court, and ordered to be lodged with the 
Cham·berlain, and on the r 2 th October i t  was duly sealed, 
and ordered to be presented in these words :-

" To the Right Worshipful Richard Clark Esquire 
Chamberlain of the City of London. 

" The Memorial of the Master ·wardens and Fellowsh ip  of the Art or  
�Iystery of Clockmaking of the City of  London, 

" She,,·eth,-That by Letters Patent under the great Seal of England 
bear i ng  elate the 3 1 st clay of August 1 6 3 1 ,  H is late Majesty King Charles the 
first ,ms gracious ly pleased to grant and constitute that al l and singular the 
persons engaged in  the practice of  the Art and Trade of Clockrnaking i n  all 
and every of i ts various parts and branches should be and be i ncorporated 
i nto one Body Pol i t ick and Society by the name of The Master Wardens and 
Fellowsh ip  of the Art or Mystery of C l ockmabng of the C i ty of London. 

" And whereas by a certai n order bearing elate the 2 5 t h  clay of May 1 630 
the Right Ffon°1

" the Lord Mayo� and the Righ t  Worsh ipful  the Court of 
Aldermen of the Ci ty of London were pleased to rati fy and approve the 
grant ing by h i s  said Majesty King Charles the first of the sa id Charter of 
I ncorporation. 

" And whereas by a certain other order of the said Court of  Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen bearing elate the u th day of October 1 6 3 2  the said Charter 
was ordered to be entered upon Record that i t  might thenceforth be acted 
upon and carried into effect. 



[ ., ,.,  J - TI J L:: CLOCK�L\ K El'-s' CO M PANY.  " .:\ncl whereas by a cert::tin other order of the s::tid Court of Lord J\Iayor and Aldermen bearing elate the 1 6th clay of J une 1 6 36  i t  ,r:1s orclcrecl that all and every the Apprentice ::tncl Apprentices t aken by or to any person pmctising the Art of Clockmaking shall be bound to some Free Brother of the said Comp::tny by the name of Citizens and Clockmakers of London only, confonnably to the directions of the Charter for the Incorporation of the said Company of Clockmakers in the said order in  part recited. " And whereas by the s::ticl last in part recited order i t  further appc::trs that previous to the granting of the said Ch::trter for the Incorporation of the said Comp::tny so much thereof as requires that the Apprentice :11 1cl Apprentices of every person whatsoever taken to practice or learn the said Art of Clock­rn::tking shall be bound to some Free Brother of the said Company of Clockrnakers only, that the sc:.icl Company might in t ime be strengthened and become an able body of i tself, ,ms especi::tlly referred by the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal to Sir Henage Finch, Knight, Recorder of London, "·ith directions that his Lordsh i p  should be satisfied of the legality and propriety of the said provisions for the b inding of Apprentices as aforesaid and that the said Recorder did thereupon certify unto h is Lordsh ip that the said Charter h::tcl been c:1refully perused and approved by h im, that the said cbuse ,ras fit to be inserted therein, and he did not see any inconvenience that could result therefrom. " And whereas by the sa id last recited order It is further ordered that the Chamberlain of this Ci ty for the time being shall receive, enroll, and, having served their terms, admit the said Apprentices into the Freedom of this city by the name of Citizens and Clockmakers of London, and further that the Chamberlain of this C ity shall take notice of and in all  respects see the order duly executed. " And whereas by a certain Act of Common Council of this City bear­ing date the 1 5 th day of October r 76  5 entitled ' An Act for regulating the rviaster ·wardens and Fell01Yship of the Art or :Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London ; '  It is among other things en::tctecl That from and after the 2 5th clay of December 1 7 6 5  every person (not being then alre::tcly Free of this City) using or e:-;ercising or who shall use or exercise the Art Trade or l VIystery of Clockrnaking within the City or the Liberties thereof shall take up h is or her Freedom and be made free of the said Company of the l\faster Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking in the City of London. " And it is by the said part recited Act further enacted That no person or persons no,Y using or exercising or who shall hereafter use or exercise the said Trade Art or Mystery of a Clockmaker within the said C ity or the Liberties thereof shall from and after the said 2 5 th cby of December be admitted by the Chamberlain of this City for the time !;ic ing into the freedom of this City of or in any other Company than the said Company of the Master Wardens ::tncl Fel101,·ship of the Art ::tnd Mystery of Clockmakers of the C ity of London. " And it is by the said part recited Act further enacted That if any person other than except such persons who are already Free of this City doth or sh::tll at any time or t imes from and after the said 2 5th clay of December 1 7 65  use occupy or exercise the Trade Art or Mystery of a Clockm::tker "·i th in this City or the Liberties thereof and not being Free of the said Company of the Master W::trclens and Fellowship of the Art and Mystery of Clockmaking of 
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.) .) London, then every such person, other than e:-;cept as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of Five Pounds of lawful money of Great Britain for every such offence .  " And whereas it appears to  be expedient for  the better performance and clue execution of the several provisions and regulations by the said hereinbe­fore in part recited Charter and Act and Orders appointed and directed to be fulfilled, that the principal parts and branches of the said Art of Clock­making should be set forth so that none hereafter may plead ignorance as to what persons properly appertain to and are liable to be and become free and take up their freedom of and abide by the Rule and Government of the said Company of Clockmakers, Your Memorialists therefore by this present lVIemorial take occasion to state for the information of your  worship, That the Art and Mystery of Clockmaking consists of and in the making or construction of, selling and dealing in either in part or in the whole, of the I viachinery, Instruments and Apparatus used or employed in Iviensuration and to ascertain or set forth the several portions parts and divisions of Time and space, which Machinery, Implements and Apparatus are usually called Clocks, \Vatches, Larums, Sun-Dials and Mathematical Instruments of various kinds, and the several parts thereof, or by whatever other names tne same may be kno\\"n, and also all those persons practising as Clock or \Vatchmovement Iviakers, Dial Makers, Enamellers, Engravers, Gi lders, Silverers, or Varnishers of Clock or Watch Work, Watch Jewellers or Escapement l\fakers, or Motion Makers, or ·wheel or Pinion Makers, Clock or \Vatch Case Makers, Clock or \Vatch Spring Makers, Chain Makers, or Weight Makers, Watch Glass Makers, Watch Pendant or Key Makers, Secret springers or Liners or Coverers or other Ornamenters of Clock or \Vatch Cases, Clock or Watch Hanel Makers and all other persons employed in the making ornamenting cornpleating and sale of Clocks, Watches, Larurns, Sun­Dials and Mathematical Instruments or otherwise using the said Art are by the said Act of Common Council designated by and comprehended in the general name of persons using or exercising the Trade Art or Mystery of a Clockmaker, and have been always so considered by your \Vorship's predecessors in  the office of Chamberlain of this City, and conformably ,Yith the said Act arc to be and become Free and Freemen of the said Company and to be admitted as Citizens and Clock makers of London, and not otherwise or contrary thereto. " But so it is may it please your Worship further to be informed that the aforesaid Charter of Incorporation, Act of Common Council and Orders of the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen from time to time granted and made for the protection of the Public against fraud and deception, and to encourage the said Master Wardens and Fcl loll"sh ip in the exercise of their Art and Mystery of Clockmaking, arc in a great degree rendered inoperative and foi l  to produce their intended effect, inasmuch as great numbers of the persons using and practising the said Art of Clockrnaking or some or other of its parts or branches herein-before speci fied or set forth have by divers frauds and pretences contrived to obtain their freedom of this City in other Companies wherein they afterwards bind their apprentices and also such apprentices acting in  the like manner contrary to the Charter and Act and Orders aforesaid such persons thereby evade the lall"s and proper governn1cnt of the said Company of Clockmakers and His Majesty's subjects are left without protection from the frauds and abuses frequently practised by such illicit 



1 34 THE CLOCKMAKERS' COl\IPANY. pract1t10ners of the said Art, and the said Company is not only deprived of the natural flow of the growing increase of ]\{embers la,rfully appertaining to its Body but is threatened w ith utter decay by the decrease of the number of the Freemen and cannot have redress but by the aid and assistance of your Worship. " Your Memorialists therefore trust that your 'Nors_hip ,,·ill be pleased to take such measures and to establish such orders in the office of Chamberlain of this City as may give practical effect and operation to the said Charter of Incorporation and Act of Common Council and Orders of the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen so that no person whatever now using or practising or that may hereafter use or practise the said Art of Clockmaking or any of its parts or branches as aforesaid may henceforth become free or be made a Freeman of this City or the Liberties thereof but as Citizens and Clockmakers of London only, And also that upon the Apprentice of any person using practising or following the said Art of Clockmaking either in the part or in the whole as aforesaid appearing or applying in the Chamber of this City for the purpose of being enrolled or entered as having been turned over That your Worship  will be pleased to order and cause an Indorsement to be written upon the Indentures of such apprentice and a l ike entry to be made in the books of the Chamberlain that at the expiration of his te1111 such Apprentice shall be admitted to the Freedom as a Citizen and Clockmaker of London and not otherwise, and that your ·worship will  be pleased to afford to your Memorialists such further and other relief in the preniises as to your Worship shall seem meet. 
" Sealed by O,dec of the Cou,t this nth day of Octobec , s , ,  G " Witness G. ATKINS, Clerk 35 Clements Lane, Lombard Street." 

As a result of this action numerous opportun ities of 
enforcing their rights in clue course presented themselves to 
the Company, the following being a few of the instances :-" 1 8 1 3. June 7. Samuel Joseph Bird of Little Compton Street, Soho, Watch Case maker, late apprentice of Jasper Swindells of Salmon and Ball Court, Bunhill Row, in the Parish of St. Luke's Old Street, Watch Case maker, Citizen and Goldsmith of London, having some t ime past contrived to procure h is  admission as a Free Goldsmith, contrary to the Act of Common Council for regulating this Fellowship, the said Jasper S,,·indells presented his said late apprentice at the Chamber of London in order to obtain his admission and the Copy of his Freedom as a Citizen and Gold­smith. The which Freedom was there stopped by virtue of the said Act of Common Council, he having been bound Apprentice to or served a "\Vatch Case maker and all such are by the Charter of this Company requ ired to Le­come Free as a Citizen and Clockmaker only. And the Beadle of this Company then being present in the name of this Fellowship demanded 



THE CLOCKi\fAKERS' CO:\IPA::;'Y, l ,., ,.. .J J  possession o f  the Indenture by which the said Samuel Joseph Bird was bound, so that he might not obtain the Freedom of the C ity contrary to the said Act, which indenture being handed over accordingly by the Clerk of the Chamber, the said Samuel Joseph Bird ,ms thereupon named to attend this Court in May last past which he did, but declined then to take up his Freedom of or in this Company. And the said Samuel Joseph Bird having been again warned for h is appearance and being in attendance this day, stated that in consequence of this Company having claimed him to become a Member, he had appl ied at the Court of  the Goldsmiths' Company for directions how he should act therein, that the said  Company had relinquished all claim to him as a l\Iernber, had returned to him the money which he had paid for his  admission therein, and l ikewise had absolved him from all connexion and obligation ,rhatsoever as a Member of  that Company. And the said Samuel Joseph Bird was this day by virtue of the said Act of Common Council admitted a free Clockmaker. ' " 1 8 1 3 .  June 7. Peter Patmore of Ludgate Hil l ,  Pawnbroker, Citizen and having commenced trade to deal in, buy and sell watches and at the same time circulating printed Watch Papers or Shop Bills setting forth h imself to the Public as a ·watchmaker was summoned to appear at the :Monthly Court in l VIay last ; but, not having attended thereon, was again peremptorily summoned to appear this day, and being in attendance accord ingly before the Court, was required to show cause why he should not discontinue to practice in the Trade placed under the Government of  this Company or forthwith take up his freedom of the same. And the said Peter Patmore on being questioned as to his practical abilit ies or skill in the Art of  Clock and "\Vatchmaking after some equivocation declared that he did not pretend to any such knowledge, and then pleaded that the Act of Common Council for regulating the Master, ·wardens and Fel lowship of Cluckmakers was not obl igatory on h im to become a Member of  this Company, which compliance he persisted to refuse saying he would continue so to do until he was informed of some stronger law to oblige him, and then he would conform to its provisions ; the said Peter Patmore was then informed that in the case of John Allen, formerly of Barbican, Gold and Sih·er Watch Case maker, C itizen and Goldsmith , which was tried in the Mayor's Court in 1 7 8 5  in which the said John Al len was condemned with costs and judgement given against him for trading in the sai d  Art con­trary to the A ct of Common Council contemptuously refusing to become a Member of this Company, thereupon the said Peter Patmore declared that he was satisfied of the Jurisdiction and Authority of this Company in the case, and having consented to come under its Rule and Government was, by virtue of the said Act of Common Council and the Charter, admitted ."  2 

I t  hav ing been suggested to the Court of Assistants that 
i t  m ight conduce to the welfare of the Company i f  a Certificate, 

, s igned by the Master and Clerk, were given to each Member 
u pon h is  admiss ion to the F reedom, i t  was, on  the 1 2 th of  
October, r 8 r 2 ,  determ i ned to carry out the suggest ion ,  and 
on  the 1 st of February, 1 8 1 3 , " A  des ign for a Freeman 's 

' ·  2 Company's Journal V T .  
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Certificate was produced and approved, and the Senior 
\i\Tarden was d irected to have i t  engraved and executed in 
the best manner. " 

The proceedings at the Court of Assistants i n  the follow ­
i ng J une are of sufficient interest to be i nserted verbatim, as 
fol lows :-

" 1 8 1 3. June  7.  Whereas by  an order made on the  1 2 th October last 
directions were given for the preparation and engraving of a Copper Plate 
for a Certificate of the admission of certain persons as :Members of this 
Company. And whereas the necessity for i ssuing such Cert ificates by this 
Corporation has been occasioned by the many persons who have of bte pre­
tended and attempted to carry on the Trade of  Clock and \\Tatchmaking 
without having served seven years as Apprentice or being otherwise in any 
respect qualified to practice the said Art whereby the fair course of Trade has  
been diverted from the hands of the real Artist and qualifi ed Y\Torkman. And 
whereas Clocks and 'Natches from the ir  complicated nature and intricate 
construction must ever be objects of confidential purchase and the public has 
not heretofore had any certain means whereby to know what persons are 
actual Clock and \Vatchrnakers and so to dist inguish the bona fide Artists 
from such mere pretenders who have often deluded and do not unfrequently 
defraud the unwary purchaser by boldly warranting and assuring as good 
:Machines such Articles as are wholly insufficient and of \l"h ich the purchasers 
being ignorant of the Art of Clock and Watchrnaking could not i n  most 
instance be qualified to judge. And forasmuch as i t  is  desirable to protect 
the publ ic as much as possibl e from the recurrence of such frauds and abuses 
in  future as also to give encouragement to those Members of this Corporation 
who are practical workmen in  the Art of Clock and "\Vatchmaking, and as 
such are entit led to the confidence and patronage of the public , and at the 
same time to prevent the issuing such Certificates to  improper or unqual iIJc d 
persons. It is ordained and declared 

" 1 st. That those :Members of this Company only \\'ho have served 
Seven years as Apprentice or J ourneyrnan to a Clock or \Vatchrnaker, a Clock 
or \Vatch Movement maker, a Clock or Watch Fin isher or a Repeating motion 
maker, shall be deemed eligible to receive Certificates of his or her qual i fi ­
cation. 

" 2nd .  That such Certificates shall not on any account be gr�rnted to 
any person using any other part or branch of  the Art \\"hatsoever other than 
i s  particularized in  the first I tern of this order. 

" 3rd. That every Member of this Company who may be desirou s to 
obtain such Certificate shall i f  he reside within five miles of the  Royal 
Exchange make h is  personal appearance in  Court for that purpose. 

" 4th.  That any Member of this Company \\'ho is resident at more than 
five m iles distance from the Royal Exchange may make application for such 
Certificate by writing under his or her hand. 

5 th.  That to prevent the granting of any Certificate improperly to any 
person \\'ho does not fully ans,Yer and come within the description of persons 
qual ified as i n  the first I tem of  this present Order is  specifi ed, any IVIember 
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of the Court o f  Assistants may and shall be a t  his entire liberty to require the 
Applicant for such Cert ificate to produce his or her Tlfasterpiece duly :.nd la11·­
fully made pursuant to the Se,·enteenth Bye La11· of this Corporation, :.nd i n  
case o f  a n y  Assistant s o  requiring, t h e  said Bye Law shall b e  strictly enforced 
and no Certificate shall upon any consideration whatsoever be made out for 
such applicant tint i l  he or she bath in open Court produced his or her Master­
p iece duly made as aforesaid. 

" 6th.  That when any applicant has duly and satisfactorily set forth his 
qualifications without objection as aforesaid, he shall be deemed eligible to  
receive the said Certi ficate of his or her admission. 

" 7 th. That no Certificate shall be made out for any person whatsoeyer 
but by the especial Order of this Cour t, and proof shall preYiously be given 
to the satisfact ion of this Court that each applicant i s  duly qual ified to recei,·e 
such Certificate conformably to this present Order. 

" 8th. That for each and every such Certi ficate of Admission, and 
qualification previous to  the same being i ssued to Members as aforesaid 
there shall be paid to  the use of the Company the Sum of Ten shill ings and 
s ixpence, to the Clerk for fill ing up  and entering the same Three shil l ings 
and sixpence, and to the Beo.d le  one shi l l ing. " '  

On the 1 1  th October, 1 8 1 3 , i n  consequence of the 
decreasing number of Freemen admitted and Apprentices 
bound, the Court of Assistants appoi nted a Committee to 
investigate and ascertain the po,vers of the Company, and, i f  
necessary, to endeavour t o  obta in additional powers, e ither by 
Act of Common Council ,  Order of Court of A ldermen, or 
othenvise. 

On the r oth J anuary, 1 8  1 4, the Committee presented 
their Report, which was rece ived and adopted by the Cour t, 
and which recommended that the Clerk of the Company 
should write to the Clerks of all the other Companies of the 
City stating the facts and requesting that their respective 
Courts would order that the irregularit ies hitherto prevail i ng 
m ight i n  fu ture be avoided by their officers d irecting to this 
Company at once all persons applying to them to Bind or 
to make Free, who in anywise used the Arts, Trades or 
M ysteries placed under the government of th is Corporation . 

The Commi ttee for the affairs of Freemen and Appren­
,t ices made a fur ther Report on the 3rd April , 1 8 1 5 , in  which 
they state as fol lows :-

" Your Committee here11·ith presents for the information of  your ·worsh ipfu l  
Court ,  the Copy of  o. 1\Iemorio.l 1rh ich on the 20th d:.y of  Februo.ry bst p:.st, 

' Conqnny's _T n u rn :1 1  Y T . 
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your Committee addressed to h is  Y\Torship the Chamberbin of  th i s  City, i n  
support of  t he  rights of t he  Company, and  soliciting attention to t he  :Memorial 
under Seal presented to him on the 1 2 th clay of  October last. 

" Your Committee has now prepared for the approbation of your 1Vorsh ipf u I 
Court, a Petition in the name of the Company that the same ( if approved ) 
may, under the sanction of the Common Seal, be presented to the Right 
Honourable the Lord :Mayor and Court of Aldermen of this City ; your 
Committee having duly considered the same and i n  the present state of the 
bus iness judged i t  necessary for the proper service of  the Company. 

" To the Worshipful Richard Clark Esq. 
Chamberlain of the City of London. 

" The lVIemorial of the undersigned being a Committee of the Company 
of the IVIaster, Wardens and Fellowship of  the Art and Mystery of  Clockmaking 
of the City of London i n  support of the :Memorial of  the said Company 
presented on the 1 2 th day of October 1 8 1 2 , and i n  reply to a Memorial o f  the 
iVIaster, Wardens and Fellowship  of the Spectacle }.fakers of London, 

" Sheweth,--That in reference to the Memorial presented to your ,Vorship 
by the Company of Spectacle Makers under elate the 1 9th clay of  January 1 8 1 5  
your Memorialists have not denied that the Master, V/ardens and Fellowsh ip 
of  Spectacle Makers of London are an Incorpor:1tecl Company of this City. 

" But your Memorialists confidently state that the Charter and Bye La,YS 
of the said Comp::my of Spectacle Makers do not mention or cont::ti n any 
notice of or allusion to any other Article, ,Vare, production or trade whatsoever 
but the making of ' SPECTACLES ONLY ' of  which your Worship  may be satisfied 
by reference to their said Charter, and moreover i t  i s  important to the right 
understanding of the Question now at issue, that your ,Vorship should observe 
that the words ' IN ALL ITS BRANCHES ' introduced in to the said Memorial 
of  the said Company of Spectacle M akers are not contained in  the Charter or 
Bye Laws of  the said Company. 

" Your Memorialists admit that the rights conveyed by the Charter of  
Incorporation to the Master, Wardens and Fellowship of the Art  and Mystery 
of  Clockmaking are extensive and properly so, inasmuch as the persons who 
practised the Art of Clockmaking were the only makers of  Clocks, Watches 
and Mathematical Instruments, however various i n  their construction and use, 
and the practice thereof bath ever s ince been continued by their sucessors the 
C lockmakers i n  all parts of  the kingdom. 

" And your Memorialists are satisfied of the legali ty of the rights so granted 
to them by their said Charter and Bye Laws which (previous to the same 
being granted) were most strictly scrutinized and exami ned Ly the Lord l Vfayor 
Aldermen and Recorder of this Honb1c City and by His Majesty's Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal of  England and the Chief Justice of  His Majesty's Court of 
Common Pleas, during more than t hree years that the said Incorporation \\'as 
in progress, by whom respectively the said  Charter and Bye Laws were approved 
::tnd declared to be no in fringement upon the rights or privileges of  any other 
Body or Government then existing and thereupon the said Charter and Bye 
Laws were granted to your Mernorialists and rat ified ancl carri ed  into effect 
accordingly. 

" Your Memorialists have further to state that when in attendance in 
the Chamber of  London on the 1 6th clay of  December, 1 8 1 4, in  pursuance of 
the summons of  your Worship they did there sl1ew th:1t in  consequence of the 



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. 1 3 9 great number of persons who had unlawfully evaded their j urisdiction rule and government, the Act of Common Council of this City for regulating the Master, Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or IVIystery of Clockmaking was in the year 1 7 66  made for the protection of the ' Chartered Rights ' of your Memorialists. " And that in the first twenty years after the passing of the said Act (without reference to the instances which occur in the later periods) the law had been carried into effect as to e ighteen branches of the Arts or Mysteries of Clockmaking, "\Vatchmaking, Mathematical Instruments making and engraving placed under and within the Incoporation of the said I\faster, Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking and that in the same period more than two hundred persons, who had intended to obtain their freedom and be recorded as of or in other Companies of this City were pursuant to that Act recorded as Citizens and Clock.makers of London. " And further that in the instance of a Gold and S ilver Watch Case maker who (pretending analogy of his trade to the Goldsmiths by the materials he worked upon) had unlawfully taken his freedom and become recorded as a Goldsmith although according to Law, he ought to have been recorded a Clockmaker, Your Memorialists upon suit in the IVIayor's Court obtained j udgement against him for the penalty and costs incurred by such his offence. " That although your Mernorialists have never been desirous to assume to themselves Rights that belong to others, they nevertheless are bound to maintain the ' Chartered Rights ' to which their Body is lawfully entitled ; and however great the number of branches into whi ch their Mathematical Art of making Clocks, Watches, Larums, Sundials, Boxes and Cases for the said trade, Art or Mystery of Clockmaking be they of what metal or of what nature, condition or fashion soever or any other Work particularly belonging to the said  trade of Clockrnaking, has in course of t ime been extended as well before as since the Incorporation of your Memorialists they most earnestly deprecate the doctrine now for the first time assumed by the Company of Spectacle Makers that any of such branches are to be abstracted from the Rule, Govern­ment and Incorporation of your Memorialists by which that Company has denominated ' Assimilation ' or by any other means than by a new law to take such branches out of the Fellowship and from under the Government of your Memorialists. And however some persons, who by l::tw ought to be members of this Company may have joined any other Fellowship, such Company has no rightful cause to complain when your Memorialists reclaim such persons into their proper jur isdiction so soon as they are discovered to have evaded the law on that behalf A nd your Mernorial ists subn1 i t  that this is the only way in which any other Company of this City can be affected by the claims of your Memorialists notwithstanding what the Company of Spectacle Makers has asserted on that head. " That your Memorial ists have further to compl::tin that of late years the Company of Spectacle Makers has used every endeavour silently to withdraw ' Mathematical Instrument Makers ' from the Incorporation and Government of your Memorial ists nor can your Memorialists pass wi thout observing the unbecoming attempt now made to convert such unlawful aggressions into an assumption of right. " Your Mernorialists have to complain of a further aggression on their Chartered R ights by the Company of Spectacle Makers who have within these L 



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPAN� Four or Five years last past unlawfully taken and assumed as Armorial Bearings and Crest in their Common Seal ne,dy made about the year r 8 r o  certain articles appertaining t o  the Art and Trade o f  Clockmaking and which has been so long since as the year 1 6 7 2  duly granted to your Memorialists by Patent under the proper authority vested in Garter King-at-Arms, but which assumption on the part of the Company of Spectacle l\fakers might if suffered to pass unobserved be taken at a future period as a collateral proof of right to have the rule and government of the persons using the Art and Trade of Mathematical Instrument making. Your Memorialists are therefore obliged to state that the Armorial Bearings of the Comvrny of Spectacle Makers as used on their Common Seal until this late period accorded with the nature of their Incorporation viz. : ARGENT THREE PAIR OF SPECTACLES Vmu, GARNISHED O R ; TWO AND ONE, NO C REST the motto appropriate ' A  BLESSING TO THE AGED, '  sufficiently setting forth the sole object of their Institution. " That your Memorialists have duly weighed the claims lately assumed and set up by the Company of Spectacle Makers whereby among other things they seek to deprive your Memorialists of the rule and government of the ' Mathematical Instrument Makers ' which has always been  and now is a branch of your Memorialists Art of Clockmaking and as such has been carried on by the Clockmakers as well Freemen of this City as Foreigners beyond the walls and l iberties thereof both before their Incorporation and from thence­forward to the present day by a regular train of Artists as aforesaid. " That your Mernorialists in pursuance of their Charter and Bye Laws have ahl-ays had and exercised the inspection, rule and government of the ' Mathematical Instrument lVfakers ' and ' Mathematical Instrument Making ' as practised by Freemen of this City as also by Foreigners not resident therein. And if some persons from time to time have fraudulently and u nlawfully avoided to become free of your Memorialists Company or by living in con­ce::tled places have evaded their Bye Laws, your :Memorialists confidently trust that such evasions cannot be received as precedents or allowed to affect or destroy their ' Chartered Rights ' further explained and set forth in their Dye Laws drawn up together in the year 1 6 2 8  and produced to the Court of Lord :Mayor and Aldermen and the Recorder of the City of London on the 2nd March 1 6 2 9  and by that Court approved before the Company of  Spectacle Makers was incorporated. " Moreover it may not be immaterial to remark that the same Attorney (Thomas Copley who was in both Charters created and named as the first Clerk to each of the said Companies) drew up the Charters and Bye Laws both of the Clockrnakers and of the Spectacle lVIakers so that no doubt can arise concerning the original design and constitution of those Bodies. " That your J VIemorialists have already set forth that every Member of their Fel lowship using the Art, Trade or lVIystery of a professed Clockmaker and taking an Apprentice is by their Bye Law bound to ' teach and instruct his said Apprentice and Apprentices in  such manner and form as their prede­cessors formerly have clone, which is to keep daily and duly him and them in  h i s  house, and there by  himsel f o r  his su fficient J ourneyrnan teach and instruct h:m in the making of Cases and Doxes of Silver or Brass, and likewise the several springs belonging to such 'Hatches, Clocks or Larums, and likewise all other particular and peculiar things belonging to such Watches, Clocks, Larums, Mathematical Instruments and Sundials his or their said Master shall 



T H E  CLOC K MAKERS' co:, rPA N Y. teach and instruct them in to the end they may in t ime make up their Master­p iece wi th sufficiency of credit and tru ly understand both the beginning and the ending of the work from t ime to time which they shall take in hand. " And your Memorialists challenge contradiction when they assert that the best workmen in lVfathematical Instrument making were, have been, and st i l l  are Clockmakers, as well Freeman of this City as Foreigners not residing therein, and that the most celebrated Clockmakers have been from time immemorial and yet are the inventors, improvers and makers of Mathematical Instruments, and such practical Clockmakers and their ·workmen are constantly resorted to for such Instruments by the Spectacle IVIakers and other persons keeping Shops for the Sale thereof. " Your Memorialists further deny the assumption of the Company of Spectacle Makers, that the trade of making Spectacles, and Mathematical Instrument making have ever been pract ically united, although there are persons who keep Shops wherein Spectacles as also Mathematical Instruments are bought and sold, the trade of grinding glasses and making Spectacle� being to this clay distinct from that of Mathematical Instrument making, moreover of such Sale Shop Tracie that of selling Spectacles forms but one Art icle  out of an almost infinite number of variety when compared with Mathematical and Philosophical Instruments and Apparatus prepared and made by the Clockmakers and their Workmen. " Your Memorialists deny i t  to be true that the Spectacle Makers are resorted to by the Clockmakers for Mathematical Instruments it being a well  known fact that no practical Spectacle Maker can make a Mathematical Instrument, the Grinding and forming of Glasses and setting them in  Spectacle Frames being the sole and only rightful object of the Spectacle Makers' Art and trade. " Your Memorialists are also constrained to deny that the Spectacle Makers teach thei r  Apprentices the practice of ' IVIathernatical In strument making ' however such Apprentices may be taught how to take orders from a Customer for or to buy and sell ' Mathematical Instruments ' in their Shops. " And although the Company of Spectacle Makers assert that your Memorialists ' have never molested or claimed any person who was a recorded Freeman of the Spectacle Makers' Company ' your Memorialists are prepared to prove that they have compell ed persons using the Trade of ' Mathematical Instrument Mak ing ' who bad been Apprenticed as Citizens and Spectacle Makers to become recorded Freemen as C iti zens and Clockmakers of London. " Your Memorialists therefore deny that the Company of Spectacl e Makers are by Charter or by Assimilation, or by any other right or tit l e, real or implied, ent i tled to cla im or have the rule or government of the persons using the Art or trade of ' Mathemati cal Instrument Making.' And your Memorialists are bound to assert that by virtue of the Charter of the Company of Clockmakers and their J3ye Laws at the sam e  time duly made as aforesaid f or the better and more full explanation of the ir said Charter, your ]V[ ernorialists are lawfully and of right entitled to claim and have all persons using the Art or Trade of ' Mathematical Instrument making ' to be recorded Freemen and M embers of their Fel lowship of the Art and Mystery- of Clockmaking to whi ch fel lowship alone such persons lawfu l l y  appertain, since both trades are not only incorporated together but are carried on and accomplished by one and the same  course of practical Workmanship. 
J, 2 



THE CLOCKiVIAKERS' COMPANY. " Your Memorialists now proceed to the particular case of Robert Brettel Bate whom in the year 1 8 1 3  your l VIemorialists had discovered to have opened and set up a Mathematical Instrument Maker's shop in the Poultry within this City, he not being a Freeman thereof. Whereupon your Memorialists in  pur­suance of their Charter and Bye Law and the Act of Common Council on that behalf, summoned the said Robert Brettel Bate to appear on the 1 1th clay of October 1 8 1 3  and to take up his Freedom and be recorded as a Citizen and Clockmaker of London, but he not appearing as required your Memorialists lodged with the Clerk of the Chamber in the Guildhall of the City of London an especial caveat against the admission of the said Robert Brettel Bate to the freedom of or in  any other Company or Fellowship of this City, and they again summoned him to appear at their Court for the purpose aforesaid on  the 6th day of December 'r 8 r 3 but which he did not comply with. " Your l\!Iemorialists did not hear any more of the Case of Robert Brettel Bate until the 30th clay of l\!Iarch 1 8 1 4  when your l\!Iemorialists were informed that on the preceding clay the said Robert Brettel Bate accompanied by two Members of the Company of Spectacle Makers appeared in the said Chamber and then and there the said Robert Brettel Bate was by John Sewell (then a Minor) Clerk to the said Company of Spectacle Makers, sworn a lVIember of the said Company of Spectacle l\!Iakers alike contrary to the common law and to the Charter, as also the 30th 3 1st and 36th Bye Laws of the s:iicl Comp:iny of Spectacle Makers which require that the Oath to be taken by any person upon his admission to be a Freeman shall be administered by and in the presence of the Master and Wardens in a lawful Court of Assistants of the said Fellowship duly convened. " Your lVIemorialists cannot pass from this part of  the subject without protesting seriously against such i:legal mode of administering the Oath to persons desiring to be admitted to the Freedom which as now appears hath of late been but too much practised by the Clerks and other Officers of several Companies of this City, because such persons so illeg:illy sworn are not either in Law or fact Freemen of the Body to which it has been so pretended that they were admitted, such :ibuse therefore being subject to occasion the most injurious consequences not only to the Persons upon whom it is practised but also as it affects in secret the rights of all other Companies of this City ought to be suppressed. " Your Mernorialists further submit that they having in pursuance of their Charter and Bye Laws summoned the said Robert Brettel Bate, as the keeper of a ' l\!Iathematical Instrument maker's shop,' to become a recorded Clock­maker at least six months before his name was known to the Company of Spectacle makers. And the trade of the said Robert J3rettel Bate consisting a lmost entirely in the Sale of all sorts of Instruments and Apparatus usually denominated ' Mathematical Instruments ' and composing part of the Incor­poration and trade of your Memorialists where:is the sale of ' Spectacles ' (for he cloth not make any of the Articles sold by him) forms but one small article of his trade. " Wherefore your lVIemorialists with all clue deference claim by Law and Chartered Right that the said Robert Brettel Bate be recorded as a Citizen and Clockmaker of London, and they trust that upon reference to the authority given in and by the Charter, Bye Laws, Orders of the Court of  Aldermen, and Act of Common Council made and contained for the protec-



THE CLOCKl\IAKE RS' COi'vIPANY. 1 43 tion of the Rights of your ]:V [ernorialists, your Worship will be pleased to pronounce for them accordingly notwithstanding the assumption, and pretence of the Company of Spectacle lVIakers to the contrary, as 1t 1s not true m law or in fact that the said Robert Brettel Bate has ever been admitted a I viember of the Company of Spectacle :Makers, and even if he had been so admitted the Company of Clod.makers is upon every view of the Case entitled to claim and have as Members all the Persons using the Art or Trade of j\fathematical Instrument making and to take the precedence of having the said Robert Brettel Bate as a recorded Clockmaker as well for the nature of his trade as the number of the productions of the Clockmakers Art in which he deals. " And your Memorialists for all these considerations respectful ly solicit that the protection of Your ·worship may be afford eel to the Chartered Rights and Privileges of the Art and Mystery of Clock making of the City of London which of late have been much encroached upon. " And that Your 'Norship wi l l  be pleased to afford them such further and other relief touching the premises as to Your Worship shall seem meet. " London, February 20th, 1 8 1 5. \V111
· Robins, Master. J no. Jackson John Thwaites Isaac Rogers Henry Clarke 

Wardens. Ass is tan ls. " " The which Report was read and together with the Copy of the Memorial therein referred to approved. " The form of Petition referred to in the said Report \\·as then read in the words following, viz. " To the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen of the City of London. " The humble Petition of the Master Wardens and FelJowsbip of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London, " Sheweth,-That your Petitioners are an ancient Company of this City and were long time incorporated into one body or society with divers rights, privileges, powers and immunities and amongst other th ings to make Bye Laws for the better order, rule and government of al l and singular person and persons now using or who hereafter shall use their several Arts and Mysteries, as by their said Charter and Bye Laws cloth more fully appear. " That long previous to their incorporation th e ir Trade consisted of and in the making and sale of the various Articles of 'Norkmansb ip, Machinery, Instruments and A pparatus used or employed in Mensuration and to ascertain or set forth the several parts, portions and divisions of matter and space wh ich Matl�ernatical and Mechanical contrivances are usually called Clocks, Clock­work, ·watches, Larums, Sundials, Mathematical Instruments and Apparatus, Engraving, Gilding, Silvering and Varnishing of their several kinds and the various parts thereof, or by whatsoever other names the same may be k nown. And which several Arts and Mysteries (however the same may at this elate be divided and sub-divided in the modern divisions of labour) were at the time  of  their said Incorporation used and carried on by  the same individ ual and were all included under the generic name or appel lation of Clockrnaking, the name by which your Petitioners are incorporated. 



1 44 THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPAN Y. " That for a considerable period after the Incorporation of your Petitioners the Clockmakers were the only makers of Mathematical Instruments and at this clay every practical Clockmaker is by the nature of his Mechanical Education, Tools and Employment equally qualified to, and in fact does work at or upon making Clocks or making Ivfathernatical Instruments as his occasions may require. '' That in the flux of time, your Petitioners said several Arts and =vlysteries respectively have in divers instances been sub-divided into different branches and parts whereunto at this day Apprentices are separately taken as distinct Trades. " That persons using or practising such branches and parts of the several ' Arts and Mysteries ' as aforesaid had by divers evasions sought to obtain their freedom and be recorded of or in other Companies and Fellowships contrary to the Charter and Bye Laws of your Petitioners, whereby the Com­pany of your Petitioners was so far injured as to induce an application to be made for remedy of such abuses, and an Act of Common Council of this Honorable City was passed in the year 1 7  6 5 ' for regulating the Master Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or JVIystery of Clockmaking of the City of London ' whereby amongst other things it is enacted ' That no person or persons now using or exercising or who shall hereafter use or exercise the said Art, Trade or Mystery of Clockmaking within the said City or Liberties thereof shall from and after the said 2 5th clay of December ( 1 765 )  be ad­mitted by the Chamberlain of the said City for the time being into the Free­dom or Liberties of this City of or in any other Company than the said Company of the Master, Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London, any law, usage or custom of this City to the contrary notwithstanding.' " That the said Act of Common Council at the time it was passed was considered beneficial and proved in some degree beneficial for the proper recording in the Chamberlain's Office, upon their admission to the Freedom of the said City, of the persons using the said several Arts a1:d Mysteries of your Petitioners and the various parts and branches thereof and during several years thereafter many persons were reclaimed and recorded as Citizens and Clockmakers pursuant to the said Act notwithstanding they had endeavoured to procure their freedom to be recorded of or in other Companies of this City. " But the said Act of Common Council not mentioning any one of the parts or branches of the ' several Arts and l:Vlysteries of Clockmaking ' but only the generic name by which the said Artizans your Petitioners are incorporated, which generic name was justly considered to and in fact does include the whole of the branches of the said Art, the evasions of the provisions of the said Act had become so great as to oblige your Petitioners to present on the 1 2th day of October 1 8 1 2  a Memorial and claim the protection of his Worship the Chamberlain of this Honorable City on that behalf and to which :demorial, whereof a Copy is annexed, your Petitioners crave leave to refer. " That your Petitioners sometime in the year 1 8  r 3 discovered that one Robert Brettel Bate, a Foreigner not of the freedom of this City, had opened in the Poultry a Mathematical Instrument-Iviaker's shop wherein he sells Sundials and various other Instruments of the Clockmaking Art whereon his own name is engraven as the maker, and they caused him to be summoned in the accustomed manner to take up his freedom and be recorded as a Citizen and Clockmaker pursuant to the said Act of Common Council. 



THE CLOCK.MAK ERS' CO:\I l'ANY. 1 4 5 " But that instead of appearing ::i.nd taking his freedom as a Citizen and Clockmaker as by Law he ought to have clone, your Petitioners were some months thereafter informed that the said Robert Brettel Bate had petitioned your Worshipful Court to be  admitted to the freedom of this City and recorded as of the Spectacle l\fakers Company, and that the progress of the said Freedom according to the said Petition had been suspended in the Chamberlain's Office upon the Caveat of your Petitioners, who by virtue of their Charter and Bye Laws further enforced by the said Act of Common Council claim that the said Robert Brettel Bate should be recorded as a Citizen and Clockmaker only. " That his Worship the Chamberlain having called before him the said Robert Brettel Bate and , the Master and 'IVarclens of the Company of your Petitioners as also the Master ::i.ncl Wardens of the Company of Spectacle Makers respectively for the purpose of investigating the claim of c.:i.ch of the said Fellowships to have the said Robert Brettcl Bate as a Recorded Freeman, your Petitioners prnduced an attested Copy of their said Charter, Bye Laws and Ordinances, also of divers Orders of this Honourable Court  and Act of Common Council made on their behalf as aforesaid, as also such other persons as they conceive are conclusive of the right of your Pet itioners to have and maintain the rule and government of the persons using any and every the parts and branches of their said ' several Arts and Mysteries ' respectively and Mathematical Instrument making in particular and that all such persons should be recorded as Citizens and Clockmakers only. " That finding that the said Company of Spectacle Makers had presented to the Chamberlain a Memorial claiming to exercise rights which are adverse to the rights of your Petitioners and not consonant with either the Charter or Bye Laws of the said Company of Spectacle Makers, ,,·hich are restrictive to the Art and Trade of Spectacle Making only, and do not refer to or take cognizance of any other branch or article whatsoever, your Petitioners by their Committee on the 2 0th clay of February last presented to his Worship the Chamberlain a further Memorial in su pport of their Chartered Rights and Privileges to which they crave leave to refer by a Copy of the same hereunto annexed. " That your Petitioners upon the further hearing of tbe Case on the 2 yd clay of March last past were much surprised to l1ear his ·worship the Cham­berlain declare his opinion that ' Mr. Robert Brettel Bate is entitled to take his Freedom of the Spectacle Makers' Company,' And the Master of the Company of your Petitioners found it necessary thereupon to give notice of the intention of Your Petitioners to make the present appeal and application to your Worshipful Court for protection in the exercise and enjoyment of their Chartered Rights and Privileges further assured to them by the several grants of this Honorable City and the Act of Common Council on their behalf, his Worship the Chamberlain having kindly consented to suspend further proceedings in the Case of Mr. Bate pending the opinion and order of your Worshipful Court touching the same. " Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your ·worshipful Court taking consideration of the premises will be pleased to make such order as every person and persons using or practising the ' several Arts and Mysteries ' of your Petitioners in or by the making or construction of, selling or dealing in, either or part or in the whole, of Clocks, \Vatches, M athcrnat1cal Instruments and Engraving, or any part or branch of their said several Arts or Mysteries 



THE CLOCKi VIAKERS' COM PANY. whatsoever, and being hereafter admitted or to be admitted by the Chamberlain of this City for the time being to the freedom and liberties of this City, may be recorded as Ci tizens and Clockmakers only, pursuant to the said Act of Common Council passed for the protection of the Company of your Peti­tioners in the enjoyment of their Charter, Rights and Privileges, :md that the obvious intentions of the said Charter and Bye Laws and Act of Common Council for the good government of their said Arts and Mysteries so incor­porated in and "·ith the Company of your Petitioners, or intended so to be, may not hereafter be evaded upon any pretence whatsoever. " And further that the said Robert Brettel Bate whose chief trade consists in the making or sale of Sundials and divers :Mathematical Instruments so included in and with the Company of your Petitioners as aforesaid may not be admitted into the Freedom and Liberties of this City of or in any other Company than the said ' Company of the :Master, Vlardens and Fellowship of the Art or :Mystery of Clockmaking ' and also the Chamberlain of this City under direction of your Worshipful Court may cause the said Robert Brettel Bate to be recorded as a Citizen and Clockmaker accordingly. " And that your Worsh ipful Court wi l l  be pleased to afford to your Petitioners such further and other relief in the premises as to your Worships shall seem meet. " And the same being approved the Common Seal was thereunto put and the Committee were authorized to take measures for causing the same to be in due form presented unto the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen. " 1 8 1 5. May r .  The :rviaster reported that the petition to the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen had been presented in due form, and that a Committee of Aldermen had been appointed to consider the same and to report thereon. " It was Resolved, -That the Master and Wardens do from time to time take out of the Chest of this Company the Charter, Bye Laws, Patent for Armorial Bearings, Records, and other documents according as the same may be necessary in order to their being produced by the Committee for the affairs of Freemen and Apprentices in or towards the support of the petition of this Company." 
The final decision of the Court of A ldermen upon this 

question was not given until the 4th of  N ovember, 1 8 1  7 ,  
when a report from their Committee was presented, i n  which 
the decision of the Chamberlain of the 3 rd March, r 8 r 5 ,  was 
recommended to be affirmed ; this was accordingly adopted by 
the Court. Th is decision ·was i n  favour of the Spectacle­
makers, upon the ground that Bates was a maker of  Spectacles, 
and was therefore entitled to take up his Freedom in that 
Company, that he neither made or sold Clocks or \i\Tatches, or 
professed the T rade of  Clockmaking, and was therefore not 
compellable to take up his Freedom in the Clockmakers' 
Company ; but as he sold M athematical I nstruments he 
subjected h imself to the penalties inflicted by the Clockmakers' 
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Bye- Laws ( i f  good in  Law) , unless he also became a F reeman 
of the Clockmakers' Company ; that if  any Mathematical 
I nstruments he made or sold were with in  the i ntent and 
meaning of the Charter and Bye- Laws, as peculiarly belonging 
to the Trade of Clockmaking, the Company might prevent the 
deal ing therein by enforcing the penalties of the Dye-Laws. 

This opinion was reported to the Court of Assistants on 
the I st of December following, and ordered to be entered on 
the Company's J ournal, no further action being taken in the 
matter. 

Q U A RT E RA G E .  

T h e  payment of Quarterage by the F reemen was long a 
vexed question, which the Court of Assistants again and again 
tried to solve. M embers refusing to pay were proceeded 
against ; but this leading to much ill feeling, a scale of pay­
ments for redemption  of such Quarterage was agreed upon 
in the year 1 8 2 0, the particulars of which are contai ned in 
the following M inute :-

" 1 8 2 0. April 3. The Court of Assistants having taken into con­sideration the desire expressed by many of the Members of this Fellowship for permission to redeem their Quarterage, has Resolved : ' That such of the Members of this Fellowship as may be inclined to redeem their Quarterage 
( bezizg four s!ulllings per annum during life), be permitted so to do, upon payment of the sums set forth in the fol lowing table : first having paid and discharged all arrears due up to the time of such redemption.' 

TABLE. 
l s. d. Iviembers of 30 years of age and under 35 to pay 2 35 40 

40 45 
45 50 

50  5 5  
5 5  6 0  

6 0  6 5  

65 7 0  

7 0 7 5  

7 5 So 

J 

J 

I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

8 o being r 2 years' purchase. 
0 0 

1 6  0 

J 2 0 

8 0 

4 0 

0 0 

1 6  0 

1 2  0 

8 0 

J O  9 8 7 (j 
5 4 3 
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A D M I SS I O N  OF J EWS, &c. , TO T H E  F R E E D O M .  

On the 1 0th o f  December, 1 8 30, a n  A c t  of Common 
Council was passed, enabling persons not professing the 
Christian religion to be admitted to the Freedom of  London, 
which Act is in these words : -

" A  Common Council holden i n  the Chamber o f  the Guildhall o f  the 
C ity of London on Friday tl�e r oth day of December 1 830.  

" An Act for enabling all persons born within this kingdom, and 
all .n�tural �o�·n subj �cts whatsoever not professing the 
Chnst1an Rehg10n but m other respects duly qualified, to be 
admitted to the Freedom of the City of London upon takino· 
the Freeman's Oath according to the forms of their ow� 
religion. 

" Whereas it is  �xpedient that all persons born within this kingdom, and 
all natural born subjects whatsoever, not professing the Christian Relio-ion 
but i n  other respects duly quali fied, should be entitled to be admitted to0 

the 
Freedom of the City of London upon taking the Oath of  a Freeman of the 
said City according to the forms of their own religion. 

" Be i t  therefore enacted ordained and established and i t  i s  hereby 
enacted, ordained and established by the Right Honorable the Lord lVIayor, 
the Aldermen his Brethren and the Commons in  this Common Council 
assembled, and by the authority of the s:i.rne, that from and after the first clay 
of January now next ensuing it shall be lawful for any person born within this 
kingdom, and for any natural born subject whatsoever not professing the 
Christian Religion but in  other respects duly qualified, to be admi tted to the 
Freedom of the City of London upon taking the following Oath of a Freeman 
of the said City according to the forms of his_ own religion and in such manner 
as i s  b inding upon his own conscience. " 1 

[ .Here follow t!te 7c1ords of t!,e Oat!t .] 
O n  the r oth of October, 1 8 3 1 ,  i t  was determined by the 

Court of Assistants that i n  consequence of the passing of the 
above Act of Common Council permitt ing the admission of 
J ews, etc. , to the Freedom of  the Ci ty, the proceedings of 
the last  Lady-Day Quarter Court, respecting the admission 
of J ohn Grafton alias Solomons to the Freedom of this 
Company, should be stopped. 

' Compa11y's Journal V l l [ .  
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The following entry records the admission of the first 
J ew to the Freedom of the Company :-

" 1 S3 r .  December 5. Jonas Levy (a Jew) of Bevis Iviarks, St. Mary 
Axe, Watchmaker, admitted a Free Clockmaker by Redemption. ' 

C I TY F R E E D O M S. 

O n  the I 7th day of M arch, 1 8 3 5 ,  the Court of Common 
Council passed a Resolution i n  the following terms :-

" Resolved that in the opinion of this Court persons should be admitted 
to the Freedom of this City without the intervention of the Trading Com­
panies. " 

The effect of this Resolution was speedily felt by the 
various Companies. Many persons to enable them to carry 
on their business within the City took up their Freedom 
under the terms of the order ; and to this cause may doubtless 
be attributed the gradual weakening of the connexion of the 
various Companies with the T rades over which they had 
previously exercised such exten sive and useful powers of 
control and government, although in some instances, notably 
i n  the case of the Goldsmiths, Vintners, Brewers, Clockmakers, 
Stationers ,  Coachmakers, Gunmakers and others, they are 
still associated therewith, and a great many of their M embers 
carry on the Trades with which the Crafts are identified. 

Fees now payable on taking up the Freedom of this 
Company :-

£6 
£6 

By Servitude 
, ,  Patrimony 

Purchase 2 £20 

' Company's Journal V l l I .  
0 Incrcasecl 1 s t January, 1876, from,l8 1 2  o. 

3 . 
I 3 . 
o .  



A P P R E N T I C E S . 

H E  Company's Bye- Laws, Nos. XV, X V I ,  and 
X V I  I, provide that every Freeman, being 
a M aster \tVorkman, may take one Apprentice, 
and the Master, \tVardens, and Assistants two, 
but, in order that he may not be left destitute 
of an Apprentice, every Master may take 
another at the expiration of two years after 

the binding of the former one. 

Bye-Law X I V, however, provides for the taking of  
Turnover Apprentices, w ith the  consent of their former 
Masters, or of the :Master, \tVardens, and Court of Assistants. 

An Apprentice having truly served his Master for seven 
years, and having been admitted to the Freedom of the Com­
pany, was required to serve as a journeyman for two years, at 
the expiration of which period he  was to make his MASTER­
PIECE, and submit the same to the Master, \tVardens, and 
Assistants. If the ·work was allowed and approved, he was 
then admitted to be a \;\Tork-Master of the Company. 

The following Extracts will explain this trade custom :-

" 1 6 3 2 .  October 2 3 .  This daye the Court have thought fi t  that Edward Buck shalbe allowed of and admitted after he bath performed seven years service and made his J11.[aisterpeece. And the said Court will consider of his fine for his admittaunce.' 
' Company's Journal I. 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMP ANY. " 1 65 4. April 2. This Court day Francis Bowen, Apprentice to M r. Bowyer, brought his Jllfasterpiece, having served his Master 7 years, and was admitted and sworn a free Clockmaker and paid 20s to the Company. " 1 6 5 6 . April 1 4. This clay was admitted a free brother of this Company James Lello. He shewecl his 11:fasterpiece or Watch with the clay of the month with his own name, attested to be of his handy work by Mr. Samuel Betts, and he promised conformity to the orders. ' " 1 68 1 .  January 1 6. Ordered that each person who shall hereafter come to be admitted into this Company shall before their admission shew to the Court ass em bled a Jllfasterpiece of his O \rn making as heretofore hath been used. " " 1 63 9. April r .  John Drake, for not binding his A pprentice: to some free Brother of this Company according to the Charter and Ordinances of Law under the Judges' hand, and likewise an order from the Court of Aldermen, and confessing that he had bound him to the Blacksmiths, is fined by this Court £ IO to be leaviecl and recovered as is directed by the Ordinance of Law. 3 " 1 646. December 7. This Court clay it is ordered by reason of many abuses that do arise that every :rviember of this Company before he maketh any Apprentice free of the City that bath been bound to any other Company he shall first bring him to be admitted and sworn a brother of this Company before he makes him free of the City or else forfeit the sum of £5 . "  4 

The question of the number of A pprentices to be taken 
by each Member of the Company was one which occasioned 
much trouble. Some, defying the authority of the Bye- Lavv s, 
took several. On the 2 5 th of February, 1 6 56, Thomas 
Loomes was charged before the Lord M ayor with having 
five, when the following order was made :-" Tichborne Mayor. The 2 5 th clay of February 1 6 5 6. Upon complaint made to his Lordship by the Company of Clockmakers against Thomas Loomes, for keeping of live Apprentices contrary to the orders of the said Company-It is ordered by his Lordship that the said Thomas Loornes shall forthwith put away three of his said Apprentices and keep only but two, and his Lordship cloth likewise declare that all persons that use the said Trade of a Clockmaker shall observe the orders of the said Company concerning their number of Apprentices. 

( I  Tl-lOil!i\S Li\THJ\M. " On July 5 1 6 5 8. Thomas Loomes was lined 40s. for taking an Apprentice without the consent of the Com pany. " 5 

Shortly afterwards Ahasuerus F romanteel and h is  son 
were charged with keep ing more Apprentices than the Law 
permitted . The case was brough t by the Master, vVardens, 

r Comp:rny's J ournal  I .  ° Company 's J o u rn a l  I I . 
J. ·• · s Company's Journal  T .  
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and Court of Assistants, u nder the notice of the Lord M ayor, 
who heard both parties, when i t  would appear from the 
following letter addressed by M r. Fromanteel to the Court of  
Assistants, that strong ·words had been used on e_ither side, 
but the Lord Mayor ordered Mr. Fromanteel to comply with 
the Law. The Letter runs as follows :-

" Gentlemen,-Upon serious consideration of wh:1.t passed before my 
Lord Mayor on Wednesday last I find that, in  the managing of that business, 
there were such things uttered that did not become Christians nor Civil men, 
and forasmuch as the law of Goel commands us  as much as in  us lay to l ive in 
peace with all men, and that an account must be given as well  for words as 
actions to the Lord, I do in order to the discharge of my duty tO\rnrds Goel 
and man lay myself open before you, and that with all plainess, for the clearing 
of my conscience, and desire this one thing from you, that is, that prejudice 
may be laid aside, that you may be the better able without partiality to 
consider of what I write ; and I begin with myself, whereas I said th:1.t my 
journeyman could do that in  the Trade that no five of the Assi stants could 
do, I do confess I spake rashly, and it s::i.voured most of vain boasting, and I 
resolve by the help of Goel for time to come to be more cautious how 
I express myself, but withal I must desire you to consider how vainly I was 
charged by some of you, nay I must say falsely, for so it is ,  and that in  severnl 
things-one thing was that I taught lVIr. Creek the Trade-another was that 
my son Louis had three prentices more than the Company allowed him, and 
was by my means-a third was that I had taken a mere smith that was never 
trained up in Clockwork and taught him the trade, �tll which are as opposite to 
truth as l ight to cl:1.rkness, upon which I w::i.s provoked and s:1.id wh::i.t I said, 
and what I said is true, but not seasonable then to be spoken ; I c:1.n but :1.dmire 
how i t  could be :1.ffirmed ,,·ith so much confidence that my man w::i.s- never 
trained up in Clockwork, for:1.smuch as several of the Court of Assist::i.nts know 
that two men that had known him long came to the Clockmakers' Court, and 
testified that he had served one five years in  the country that made Jacks and 
Clocks and Guns and Locks and several sorts of work beside, and these men 
were not strangers but Citizens of London. 

" I wonder also what reason you have to send me word that I should 
put him away which you must not expect as long as I have employment for 
him ; now I desire of you, which is but reason, th:it you see me righted in 
those charges that were laid against me, either in the clearing of me or else to 
prove those things I am charged with, for till that be done I am much wronged ; 
and concerning my son Louis I wonder why he should be so faulted by you 
for multiplying apprentices more than any of the Company, he employs none 
but such as are bound by the Cornp:1.ny, i f  there be any multiplying of 
apprentices i t  is  your own doing, for he doth not employ any but as are bound 
and approved of by the Comp::rny, or by your officer, he never entertained any 
other. Now the re:1.son why he  employs other men's prentices as ,rell as his  
own you may know if you ,rill enquire of their Masters, And i f  he detains 
them wrongfully from them they have a clear way against him, and m:1.y 
recover them again. If ::i.11 that h:1.ve prentices had clone as he h:1.ve done, take 
none till they have been 4 ye:1.rs out of their time theere would not h:.iYe been 
so many as are and where others have three apiece bound to them for t hei r 



THE CLOCKJVIAKERS' COMPANY. 1 5 3 own use as Mr. Irland, Mr. Davis, l\fr. Miller, and others all with them at one time, he never had but two and one turned over to serve the remnant of his t ime, and therefore I pray consider how prentices are multiplied and by whom ; but forasmuch as I find you cannot endure to have your actions questioned I shall be willing to wait and see what you will do for our release and reforming the whole Company, but in case of oppression I must relieve myself as well as I can, in the meantime I shall expect that you will make an appearance of that reformation you promised before my Lord Mayor, and so I shall leave you to the Lord that will  one day judge righteous j udgement upon all mens words and actions. 
" AHASUERUS FROMANTEEL. " I\foses Alley 3rd of March 1 6 5 6 ." 

The following Resolutions have been passed by the 
Court of Assistants from time to time for the management 
and control of  Apprentices :-" r 634. October 1 3. I t  was ordered by this Court that Edward Ambrose, Apprentice unto Elias Voland, upon the complaint of Josias Cu per shall work with the said Josias until! ye watch be finished which he is about, and that no man shall set him at work during that tyme . '  " 1 6 76. November 6 .  This Court, taking into consideration the great inconvenience arising to the Company by the multiplicity of the Apprentices taken, have ordered the CL:trke to issue out ticketts to all and every the Members, of the Company to give notice to them That henceforward noe Apprentice will be allowed to be bound unto, or taken by any Member of the Company otherwise then according to the ord inances of the Company." " 1 6 8 I .  January 1 6. It was ordered that all Members of the Comp:rny who hath or have unduly taken and bound any Apprentice or Apprentices, or who shall hereafter unduly take and bind any Apprentice or Apprentices to any other Company than this Company to ,rhich they are sworn shall be therefore prosecuted by the ]\faster YVardens and Assistants of this Company, as the Company's Charter and Ordinances and the Laws of the Land enableth them." 3 " 1 684. Sep tern ber 2 9. ·whereas for some years past there bath been some restraint upon the Members of the Company as to the t ime when they might fi rst  bind an Apprentice, and when a second, and so successively, and by  reason thereof divers l\ifembers have by secret shifts and undue means procured Apprentices to be bound to other Companies, and to be turned over or committed to themselves contrary to the Company's Ordinance in that behalf, whereby this Company hath been, is and will be much darna�·.ecl, and a great increase made of Artists or Clockmakers and ·workers in the A rt, which are or wi l l  be freemen of these other Companies to wh ich they ·are bound. This Court therefore thought fi t and ordered that before they do take off the restraint, or make any al teration therein they wi ll  advise \l'ith good Counsel! whether they may not l egal ly prosecu te those persons who have so transgressed ,  o r  shall so  transgress and how and in  what manner it  best may and ought to be clone. And the Master and \Vardens and Mr. Gregory, lVI r. Bell, 

' · 0, 3 Ccrn p:rny's Jnurn�I J .  



1 54 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. Mr. Barrow and IVIr. Jones are appointed a Committee in this behalf and that they or any 5 or more of them the ]\faster and one or more of the ·wardens or 2 or more of the ·wardens without the :Master being of the number are to act therei n  accordingly, And to report their proceedings and success to the Court. ' " 1 684. December 1 r. The matter relating to binding Apprentices to other Companies, which, at the Court of the 2 9th of September last, was by order referred to this Committee was debated, but, upon consideration of the unsuitableness of the present t ime for punishing such transgressions as are intended in that order of reference, nothing was done or concluded therein save that it was left to the consideration of the next quarter Court° " 1 685 .  :March 1. Some complaints were made against Jasper Harmer, Ironmonger, neer Smithfield Bars (against whom the Company hath  formerly had suit) he exercising the Art of Clockmaking not having served seven years Apprentice in the Art of Clockmaking, and doing things to the discredit of the Art and prejudice of the good Artists, It  was thought f it that the Company should by a l l  legal means endeavom to suppress or punish him therefore, But first that l\fr. Henry Jones should ask the advice of the Recorder how it may be best performed. 3 " 1 688 .  April 2. Ordered that William Whittingham shall be prosecuted at Law for exercising the Art or Trade of Clockmaking, he having not served seven years in or to the same Art or Trade. " " 1 6 9 1 . Ju ly  6. ·whereas at a Court holden the 6th of November 1 6 7 6, the then Master \Vardens and Assistants of this Company for good reason and cause them moving thought fit to put some restraint upon the l\'Iembers of the Company, in  the time and manner of their taking of Apprentices from which time it hath hitherto been practicecl and insisted upon as a Rule, That no Member having one ap1::rentice might take a second till his former should have served full five years of his time. Now forasmuch as it hath appeared and by many and frequent examples it doth appear That many great inconveniences have arisen, and will further arise to this Company, if that restraint, practice, and rule be not ceased, \Yholly taken off and nullecl, this Court therefore for the prevention of those or any other inconveniences which may hereafter happen by or from that restraint, practice, rule, Diel and do by their vote and order cease, whol ly  take off and null the said restraint, practice, and rul e, for and concerning binding of Apprentices, And did and do leave and refer each I viember of the Company in and as touching the binding his Apprentice or Apprentices to the ru le, t ime, manner :md method prescribed, and ordeinccl in and by the Ordinance entered fol .  48 of the Company's Book of Ordinances, by which ordinance this Court ,ras sensible and did and doth j udge that he \Yho hath one Apprentice bound for seYen years may bind a second \\·hen his first hath served t,rn years and he \\·ho hath one bound for 8 ye�trs may bind a second when his first bath served three years, the first Apprentice in either case having five years to serve.5 " 1 6 9 1 .  July 2 2 .  Memorandum, That the Master Wardens and Assistants togetl1er with William Young and William Speakman t,rn of the Members of the Company of Haberdashers appeared before the Chamberla.in of London upon occasion of a complaint by the said Master and Wardens by promotion of the said  Wm. Young That one Andrew Strachan a Scotchman 
' ·  e. 3. 4, s Company's  Journal  I I .  
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accompted to be between 3oty and 4dY years of age, and no Freeman, hath for 
several years past worked in the Art of Clockmaking within the Limits of this 
Company's Charter of Incorporation, not submitting to the Charter Ordinance 
Search and Rule of this Company, hath in order to his prosecution been 
served with Exchequer Writs, to avoid which he hath sh ifted from place to 
place and at last by the contrivance of the said Thomas 'Warden and Abraham 
Strachan, he the said Abraham Strachan hath upon the r oth day of this last 
Ju ly bound h imself Apprentice by Indenture unto the said Thomas 1¥arclen 
for the term of seven years thereby intending under his Countenance, and as 
his Apprentice to carry on without control a Trade for himself in the Art of 
Clockrnaking, and gain a freedom of this City. Upon hearing of the matter 
It was by the Chamberlain adjudged and ordered by consent of the said 
Thomas Warden that the said Indenture of Apprenticeship should be cancelled 
(which was forthwith accordingly clone) and he declared that as i t  was i l legal 
and contrary to the Custom of the City of London that any person being 
under the age of r 4 years should be bound Apprentice So was it also that any 
person above the age of 2 1  years should be bound Apprentice. ' 

" 1 69 2 .  April 4. It was resolved voted and ordered that the Master, 
with such as he shall think li t of the ·wardens and Assistants to concern therewith, shall endeavour to obtain an Act of Common Counci l  in favour of 
th i s  Company of like nature as the Company of Spectacle Makers have relating to b inding Apprentices to Freemen and committing them to Foreigners to be 
taught." " 

F E MA L E  A P P RE N T I C ES. 

I n  the year 1 7 r 5 ,  i t  appears that the Company recogn i zed 
and sanctioned the taking of Fem ale Apprentices, and the 
following among numerous other i nstances are to be found in 
the ir  Records :-

" 1 7 1 5 . January 27 .  Mariane Viet was bound Apprent ice to her 
Father Claude Viet  for seven years frorn this elate .  3 

" 1 7 1 5 . April 2 8. Rebeckah Fisher was bound Apprentice to George 
Taylor and Lucy his wife for seven years from this clay. 

" 1 7 2 5 . October 4. Charlotte Hubert bound to James Hubert and 
El izabeth h is w ife for 7 years. 

" 1  7 30. April 6. Catherine Cext Apprentice to James Hubert and El izabeth his wife. 
" 1 7 33 .  January 3. Anna Maria Shaw, bound to Isaac Lodclington 

and Ann h i s  wife for seven years. " 
" 1 7 34. February 3. E l i zabeth Askell bound to El inor iV[osely. 5 
" 1 7 47 .  Ju ly r 8. Susanna Sm i th to Hannah the w i fe of James 

Wi lson.6 
' Company's Journal J I. J Company's Journal I l I .  

2 1\ ct of Common Counc i l ,  r st July, 1650. ., . s. G Company's Journal I V .  
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ADVICE TO A P P RE N T I C E S .  
" 1 8 2 7 .  October 8 .  The Clerk having laid before the last Court a printed circular from the Rev. H. G. Watkins, M.A. ,  Rector of S t. Swithin's London Stone, containing a small pamphlet entitled ' Affectionate Advice ' which he requested to submit to the consideration of this Company (it having been adopted by several of the Corporations of this City) to present to youths on being bound Apprentice, whereupon the Ivfaster directed that, for perusal, each l\lfember of this Court should be furnished with a Copy of the same previous to taking the sense of the Court this clay on the propriety of its being adopted by this Cornp::my, and the same being taken into consideration it  was on the motion of Mr. Harris and seconded by Mr. Ganthony 1 " Resolved unanimously,-That the pamphlet entitled ' Affectionate Advice to Apprentices ' by the Rev. H. G. ·watkins be adopted by this Company, and that the Clerk do procure One Hunclrecl Copies thereof stitched in a cover bearing the Company's Arms and stating its having been presented on the clay the Apprentice was bound in this Company. " 
O n  the 3rd of July, 1 865 ,  i t  ·was resolved that the fee to 

be paid upon binding an Apprentice, " The consideration 
being Faithful service only," should be reduced from two 
Guineas to one, and on  J uly 8 th, 1 86 7, i t  was " Resolved unanimously-That in future all Apprentices serving seven years to the satisfaction of their Masters and where the consideration is ' Faithful Service ' only, who shall take up their Freedom within 1 2  months after being out of their time shall be admitted at half the usual fees." 0 

Charges for b inding Apprentices :-" Charity Indentures £ 1  5 0 If no Premium 0 I 7  6 

11 any sum under £ 1 0  3 I l 0 

11 £ 1 0  and under £ 2 0  3 r (j 0 

I/ 2 0  3 0  4 0 

3 0  4 0  6 I (j 
II 40 5 0  6 6 (j 
II 5 0  II 1 00 8 (j (j 

1 00 2 00 13 (j (j 
2 0 0  II 300 1 9  (j (j 
300 II 400 27 l (j 6 

II 400 500 3 7 1 6  (j " Fee to the Clerk in each case 3s. 6ri." 

1 Company's Journal VII .  " Company's Journal X .  
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A L I S T 

OF SOME OF 'l'IIE 

C E L E B R A T E D C L O C K M A K E R S 

AD�l !TTED 

JltfEj)fBERS OF THE CQj)fP✓iNY 
DURING TI IE  

S E V E N T E E N T H  C E N T U R Y ,  

Not i11d111/cd in t!te succeeding- Biographical Notices. 

Date of Admission. 

I 6 3 3 .  September 9 .  
1 63 3 .  October 3 .  
1 640. October I 2.  

1 649-50 .  J anuary 1 4. 
1 6 5 I .  December l 8 .  

I 65 5 .  January 1 0 . 
1 668 .  January I 8 .  

1 669. N ovember I .  

1 6 70- 1 .  March 9. 

I 6 7  I .  July 3 .  

Timothy Gray. 
Richard Masterson. 
Peter de Laundre. 
Thomas Loo mes. 1 

Solomon Bouquett. 
Ahasuerus Frornanteel. 2 

N athaniell Delander. 
James Delander. 
J ames Gibson, 

A great Clockmaker. 
Jame Clewes, 

A great Clockmaker. 
J ohn H unt, 

1 59  

A Clockmaker, and Brother of Lhe Society 
o f  Tobacco Pipe Makers of London. 

Ignatius H uggeford, 
Clockmaker, and free of the Company of 

Haberdashers. 
1 6 7 1 .  September 4. Thomas Grimes, 

A great Clockmaker. 
I 6 7  r .  September 29 .  J oseph \iVindmills. 

A great Clockmaker. 
1 He resided at the " M ermayd , "  i n  Loth bury, and was cha rged before Ll 1c :Lord Mayor, 

by tl,c Company, for k eeping more than two Appren t i ces. A specimen of his workmanship 
is in the Company's Collection. 

" Ahasuerus Fromantecl, admitted November 29th, 1 632, was prol.,ably the father  of 
the above. 
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1 6 7  I .  

I 6 7 2 .  

1 6 74. 

1 6 7 5 .  

I 675 .  

1 6 78 .  

1 68 7 . 

I 69 I .  

THE CLOC1Zi\IAKERS' COi\IPANY. 

January I 5 . 

January 20. 

September 29 .  

March 29 .  

Febnfary 7. 

September 30. 

September 2 9 .  

September 29 .  

William :M illion, A great Ciockmaker, and Free of the Merchant-taylors. 
J ohn  Howes, A great Clockmaker. 
William Dent, A great Clockmaker. 
Gabriell Stubbs, A small Clockmaker. 
J ohn Dela under, Watcikase :tlfaker. 
Gerard Overzee, Clockmaker. A naturalized subject. 
Charles Le F ebuce, A Frenchman, and a great Clockmaker. 
J ohn  Beerman, A Dutchman. A Watchmaker. 



CELEBRATED MEMBERS OF THE TRADE . 

J O H N  A R N O LD. 

Born at Bodmin, Cornwall, i n  r 744, and apprenticed to his 
Father, a Watchmaker there. Some family disagreement 
arising, he went to H olland and obtained employment at The 
H ague, where he remained for several years. On returning to 
E ngland, he earned a scanty l ivelihood as an it inerant mechanic. 
A gentleman, whose repeater he  repaired, was so struck with 
his superior talent, that he assisted him to establ ish himself i n  
London, where he commenced business a s  a Watch and  Clock­
maker in  Devereux Court, F leet S treet, and afterwards re­
moved to Cornhill. H is patron having introduced him to 
the notice of  George I I I , the K ing gave him £ r oo to enable 
him to commence experiments for the improvement of Chro­
nometers. H e  was subsequently assisted by the Board of  
Longitude. I n  T 764, he  made the smallest repeating Watch 
ever attempted, which he presented on the 4th of J une as a 
birthday gift to George I I I ; it was set i n  a ri ng, and was 
less in s ize than a silver twopenny piece ; it contained one 
hundred and twenty different parts, and weighed 5 dwts. 
7¾ grains, including the first ruby cyl inder ever made. The 
King was so pleased with i t, that he presented the donor 
with fi ve hundred gu ineas. The improvements i ntroduced by 
this ingenious M echanician are too numerous to particularize. 
I n  r 7 7 5 ,  Arnold obtained 1 a patent for a helical or cyl indrical 
spiral spring. H e  was employed by the East I ndia Company 
to make Chronometers for use in their ships. He made 
two, which were suppl ied to Captain Cook, one for the 
" Adventure. " 

' See Patent No. 1 1 1 3, Dec. 30, 1 775.  
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and the other for the " Resolution." In  r 782 , 1 he patented 
the Epicycloid scape-wheel. Admitted a Free Clockmaker 
by redemption April 7 ,  r 783 ,  and chosen on the Livery 
October 2 7, 1 796. Vvas one of the competitors for the 
reward offered by the Board of Longitude, under the Act of 
Parliament, r 2 Anne, cap. r 5 ,  passed in  r 7 r 3, which promised 
£20,000, upon certain conditions, to those who should submit  
the best  i nstrument for determining the Longitude at Sea, and, 
although he did not gain  the prize, the Board i n  r 805 awarded 
his son, John  Roger Arnold, £3,000 for the improvements his 
father had made i n  Chronometers. In r 780, he  published 
by permission of the Board, an account of the going, during 
I 3 months, of  a pocket chronometer of his manufacture, 
deposited at the Royal Observatory ; the greatest difference 
from mean time shown in one clay had never amounted 
to four seconds. He died August 2 5 , . r 799,  and was 
buried at Chislehurst. In the Company's H orological Collec­
tion are several specimens of  his work presented by Messrs. 
Charles Frodsham and Co., in 1 8 7 5 .  I n  the L ibrary will 
also be found several works upon the Chronometers constructed 
by him . 

C H A R L E S  CAB R I E RE ,  

Watchmaker, o f  Broad Street ; made Free o f  the Company i n  
r 7 2 6, chosen on  the  Court of Assistants, 4th October, r 7 50 ; 
served the office of Warden in r 7 54 - 56 ; elected Master, 29th 
September, 1 7 5 7. 

On  the 7th of July, r 7 7 7, Mr. Cabriere attended and 
acquainted the Court of Assistants that he had entered a 
prosecution against sundry persons for putting his name, 
without his knowledge or consent, to Watches which they had 
made up, and prayed their assistance and advice, which was 
unanimously promised. 

The case Cabriere v. Anderson,2 recorded in the Annual 
Register of 3rd December, r 7 7 7, was tried before Lord 
M ansfield, i n  the Court of K ing's Bench, and was considered 
a remarkable cause, the first of its kind. The defendant vvas 
sued for putting the plaintiff's name to five vVatches made by 

1 See Patent No. 1 3 28, May 2, 1 782. 
0 Volume 20, page [2 12]  Gents' l' viagazine, vol . 47, p. 608. 
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the former, and thereby hurting the reputation of the 
plaintiff. A verdict was given for £ 1 00, being £ 20 for each 
Watch, agreeably to an Act of Parl iament of Will iam I I I . 

This led to a M eeting being called by the Master, 
\tVardens, and Court of  Assistants of the Company, who 
passed a Resolution that the Bye-Law X L  V I , together ·wi th 
an Extract from the Act of the 9th and 1 0th of Will iam I I  I ,  
cap. 2 8, paragraph 2 ,  b e  printed i n  the Gazette and the 
P ublic N ewspapers, etc. , etc. See Trade, etc . 

The Company have i n  their collection of \i\Tatch move­
ments, three by this maker. 

P E T E R  D E  BAU F RE,  

Watchmaker, admitted to  the  Freedom of  the  Company, 
1 st J uly, 1 689 .  H e  in conjunction with his brother Jacob, 
and Mr. N icholas Faccio, of Duiller, a Member of the Royal 
Society, obtained from Queen Anne a grant of letters patent 
for the sole use in E ngland, etc. , for 1 4  years, of a new art, 
invented by them, of figuring and ·working precious or common 
stones, crystal or glass, and certain other matters different 
from metals, so that they might be employed in \i\Tatches, 
Clocks, and many other engines, etc. The I nventors were not 
satisfied with their 1 4  years' patent, and therefore appl ied to 
Parl iament for an extension of the term, and also for an Act 
for the sole monoply. This appl ication met with the strenuous 
opposition of the Company, and was clef ea ted. For full 
particulars, see Patents and I nventions. The Company have 
in their Collection a S ilver Watch, made by him, with original 
lever escapement, and with a small crystal at back to show the 
balance. It beats half- seconds, and has stop-work, etc. 

S I M O N  D E  C H A R M ES, 

Whose ancestors came over to E ngland upon the revocation of  
the Edict of Nantes, was admitted to the Freedom of the 
Company, 6th of April, 1 69 I, and became eminent in his 
profession. A Gold Repeater and two M ovements, made 
by him, are i n  the Company's Col lection of Watches. H e  
purchased a n  Estate at Hammersmith, and built a house 
subsequently called Grove H all .  H is son David De Charmes 
resided there, and was buried in Hammersmith Churchyard 
in I 783 .  
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T H OMAS EARN S H AW. 

Born at Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire, in I 749. H e  resi­
ded in H igh H olborn , and was summoned before the Court 
of  Assistants of the Company for carrying on  the trade of a 
\i\Tatchmaker without paying quarterage to the common fund. 
He appeared before them May 2 ,  1 796, and the law relat ing 
thereto being read to h im, he declared himself fully convinced 
of the power of the Company, and pa id the amount  claimed. 
I n  1 78 1 , he began to use the improved spring detent. I n  
1 802 ,  h e  made a great improvement i n  Chronometers b y  em­
ploying a s ingle balance i nstead of two combined as used by 
Arnold . He succeeded in making T imekeepers so simple and 
cheap, that they were within the reach of private individuals. 
There is  a curious transit Clock at the Greenwich Observatory, 
made by Graham, but greatly improved and s implified by 
Earnshaw. H e  was one of the unsuccessful competitors for 
the rewards offered by the Board of Longitude ; the Com­
missioners voted him £ 500 in 1 800, but upon an application 
being made to them they again considered his claims, and on 
the 3rd of March, I 803 ,  came to the follo,ving Resolution :-" Resolved,-That the Board are convinced that Mr. Earnshaw's ·watches have gone better than any others that have been submitted to trial at the Royal Observatory, and therefore are of opinion that he deserves a re\rnrcl equal at least to that given by Parliament to Mr. Mudge, provided he will disclose the construction of his timekeepers in such a manner as shall satisfy the Board that other Watchmakers will be enabled to construct them with equal accuracy, etc. " That the President of the Royal Society be desired to wait upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and request him to consent to the additional grant intended for the reward of Mr. Earnshaw." 

This was done, and on the 2 7th December, 1 805 ,  he 
received £2 , 500, making £ 3,000. 

H is appeal to the publi c, stating his claims to the original 
invention of the improvements in his T imekeepers, i s  in the 
Company's L ibrary. They also have his portrait, engraved 
by Bellin, from a painting by Sir M artin Archer Shee, R. A. 

E DWAR D  EAST, 

vVatchmaker to K ing Charles I .  One  of the ten original 
Assistants appointed by the Charter of I ncorporation in  1 63 2 . 
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H e  was a vVatchmaker of great repute, and resided in Pall 
M all ,  near the Tennis Court .  It is reported of  Charles I I , 
when Prince of \!Vales, that he frequently played at Tennis ,  
the stakes. being an " Edwardus East, " as H is Royal H igh­
ness called it ; that is, a \!Vatch of  East's making. 1 I t  would 
appear that East afterwards removed to F leet Street. " Another night His Majesty (Charles I )  appointed Mr. Herbert to come into his Beel Chamber an hour sooner than usual in the morning ;  but it  so happened that he overslept his time, and awaken'd not until! the King's Silver Bell hasten'd him in. Herbert, (said the King) you have not observ'd the command I gave last night. He acknowledged his fault. Well (said the King) I will order you for the future ; you shall have a Gold Alarm-Watch, which, as there may be cause, shall awake you ; write to the Earl of Pembroke to send me such a one presently. The Earl immediately sent to Mr. East, his Watchmaker in Fleet Street, about it ; of which more will be said at his Majesty's coming to St. Jarnes's The Earl delivered to a Military Officer who was going to St. James's the Gold Watch that had the Alarm desiring him to give it  to i\fr. Herbert, to present it to the King The King commanded his Gold 1vVatch to be given to the Duchess of Richmond. " 0 

H e  was Warden of the Company in 1 6 38  and 1 639 ; 
elected Master 29th of September, I 645,  and again 4th 
of  October, I 6 5 2. He was also appointed Treasurer 
I r th of October, 1 68 7 ,  and was the only occupant of that 
Office. 

J O H N  E L L I C O T T, F . R. S . ,  

Clockmaker to K ing George I I I .  Resided in  Sweeting's 
Al ley, Cornhil l ,  and was a M athematician of  considerable 
abi l i ty. Elected a Fel low of the Royal Society in I 738 .  I n  
1 75 2 ,  i nvented the compensated pendulum (see h i s  work i n  
the Company's Library)- H e  had also submltted a n  improved 
Pyrometer to the Society in  r 7 36 .  In  the  proceedings of the 
Royal Society for 1 76 2  (page 534 et seq.) are printed some 
observations, by Charles Mason, concerning the gc ;ng of 
M r. E ll icott's Clock at S t. H elena. H is portrait, engraved by 
D unkarton, from a painting by N athaniel Dancel, is i n  the 
Company's Collection .  

' I n  t h e  Company's M useum i s  a specimen of  o n e  of  t h e  small  Oval Hunt ing vValches, 
and a Clock with an Alarum, by lhe same maker.  

0 Memoirs of  the two last  years of the reign of King Cl1arles I ,  by S i r  Thomas Herbert, 
G room of the Chambers lo his M ajesty, edit ion 1 8 1 5 , pages 148 and 1 73.  
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W I LL I A M  J A M E S  F RODS H A M, F .R. S. ,  

Of  Change Alley, Cornhill , admitted a FreeClockmaker, Octo­
ber r 1, 1 802 ; and to the L ivery of the Company, 7 th October, 
1 8 1  r ;  chosen on the Court of Assistants, J anuary 1 2 , 1 8 24 ; 
served the office of vVarden, 1 8 3 3 - 3 5 ; twice elected Master, 
1 8 36- 1 83 7 . H e  published several works, among them one i n  
1 8  3 8  on the results of experiments on the v ibration of pen­
dulums. Two Chronometers, made by Frodsham, were tested 
at Greenwich in 1 8 30, and after a twelve months' trial one 
varied 86- 1 00 of  a second, and the other 5 7- 1 00 parts of a 
second. H e  d ied J une 2 8, 1 8  50, and left a legacy of £ 1 000 
to the poor of the Company.-[ See Charities.] H is portrai t, 
by M iss Ada Cole, is preserved in the Collection. 

A H AS U E R U S  F RO M AN T E E L, 

The elder, a great Clockmaker, admitted and sworn a Free 
M ember of the Company, N ovember 2 9, 1 63 2 .  H e  resided in 
:Mopes Alley, Soutlnvark, on the Bankside, and also at the 
sign of the Mermaid, i n  Loth bury. N oted for his  Steeple­
clocks. Evelyn in his D iary, May 3rd, 1 66 1 ,  says, " returned 
from Fromantil 's ye famous Clockmaker to see some pendules. " 
H e  took an active part i n  the Trade disputes between the 
Freemen and the governing body of the Company. 

G E O RG E  GRAH A M .  

Born i n  the parish of K irkl in  ton, Cumberland, J uly 7 ,  1 6 7  3 ,  o f  
parents who were members o f  the Society of  Friends. I n  1 688 ,  
he came to London, and was apprenticed to H enry Aske, 
C lockmaker, J uly 2 in that year. During his apprenticesh ip 
he made the acquaintance of the family of the celebrated 
Thomas Tompion, \i\Tatchmaker, of F leet Street, who u lti­
mately received h im i nto his employ. H e  married El izabeth, 
the daughter of Tompion's brother James, and at his master's 
decease in N ovember, 1 7 1 3 , succeeded to the business. 
M ade Free of this Company J uly 2, 1 7 1  5 ;  chosen one 
of  the Court of Assistants April 2 ,  1 7 1 6 ;  \i\Tarden 1 7 1 9- 2 1 ; 
M aster September 2 9, 1 7 2 2 . H e  d ied N ovember 20, 1 7 5 1 , 
and was buried by the s ide of his friend and benefactor, 
Tomp ion, in Westminster Abbey. 
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He was acknowledged to be the greatest Horologist of 
his clay, and a most i ngenious Mathematical I nstrument­
maker. I n  I 7 I 5 ,  he applied a compensating power to counter­
act the e�ects of heat and cold upon the length of the pendulum.  
He also mvented the  repose or dead escapement. In  r 7 24, he  
greatly improved the  horizontal escapement i nvented by 
Tompion, and also constructed a great mural arch at the 
Greemvich Observatory, as 1-vell as the sector, by means of 
which Dr. Bradley fi rst discovered two new motions in the 
fixed stars. \i\Then the French Academicians ·were sent to the 
north, to make observations for ascertain ing the figure of the 
earth, Graham was selected to supply them ·with i nstruments. 
The first Planetarium made in E ngland was the work of h i s  
gen ius ; i t  was made for Lord Orrery, whose name has ever 
s ince been given in this country to all machines of this descrip­
t ion .  H e  was elected a fellow of the Royal Society, March 9, 
1 7 20, and communicated to that Society several very important  
discoveries. He greatly improved the horizontal or cylinder 
escapement which was used in  most of the best watches of h i s  
day, whi le  h i s  mercurial pendulum and dead-beat escapement 
are still used in the best regulators and astronomical time­
keepers. 

By his will, elated 2 3rd June, 1 74 7 ,  he left to the poor of 
the Company, twenty pounds. 

T he Company have i n  their Collection a long E ight-day 
Clock and a \i\Tatch-movement of his ·work, and also h is  
portrait, engraved by Faber, from a painting by T. H udson. 

J O H N G RA N T. 

J ohn  Grant, the elder, was a vVatchmaker of considerable 
repute, who carried on business for many years in F leet 
Street. H e  was apprenticed to his ll ncle, Alexander Cum­
ming, F . R. S . ,  an honorary Freeman of the  Company, and 
the author of several valuable works upon H orology, and 
ultimately succeeded to his business. Grant h imself was also 
admitted an honorary Freeman April 2 ,  I 78 1 ,  and was called 
to the Livery April 6, I 789 .  On October 9 ,  I 809, he ·was 
elected to the Court of Assistants, and was chosen Jun ior 
vVarden J anuary 8, 1 8 1 0, but d ied on May 4th in that year. 
Four curious and valuable examples of his workmanship the 
gift of his son, are in the Company's Collection.  H is son and 



1 68 T H E  CLOCK. MAKERS'  CO:\! PAN V. 

E!eve, the subject of tile present notice, who succeeded to h is 
business, was admitted to the Freedom February 3, 1 8 1 7, and 
to the L ivery March 3 in  the same year, On the 8th January, 
1 8 2 7, he was chosen one of the Assistants of the Company, 
and served the office of \i\Tarden from 1 83 3  to 1 8 3 7, again in 
1 845 ,  and from 1 8 5 5  to 1 8 5 7. H e  has five times filled the 
office of Master, viz . ,  i n  1 8 38 ,  1 8 39, 1 846, 1 8 5 8, and 1 86 7 ,  
and i s  now the Father of the Company. H is portrait, painted 
by order of the Court of Assistants i n  1 880, ·when i n  his 84th 
year, is among the Company's Collection .  

C H A R L E S  G R E T T O N .  

Apprenticed t o  Lionel \i\Tythe, 30th of June, 1 66 2  ; admitted 
to the Freedom, June 3 ,  1 6  7 2 ; chosen on the Court of Assist­
ants, J uly 1 , r 689 ; served the office of"\i\T arden, r 69 7-99 ; elected 
Master 30th September, r 700. On the r st September, r 70 r ,  
h e  gave upon trust to the Company the sum o f  £ 50, to pay 
fifty shil l ings a year to apprentice the sons of deceased F ree­
men of the Company, to the trade of "\i\Tatch and Clockmaking. 
Two specimens of his workmanship are in the Company's 
M useum . 

H E N RY J O N ES.  

Apprenticed to Edward East, 2 2 nd August, 1 6 54 ; admitted to 
the Freedom, J uly 6, r 663 ; served the office of vVarden ,  
1 68 7- r  689 ; elected Master, September 29 ,  r 69 r .  H e  resided 
in the Temple. In the " London Gazette," No. 2499,  for October 
2 r st to 24th, r 689, appears the following advertisement :­
" Lost, the 2 r st instant, between the H aymarket, near Charing 
Cross and the Rummer in  Queen Street, near Cheapside, a 
round Gold Pendulum \i\Tatch of an indifferent small s ize, 
she,�ring the H ours and Minutes, the Pendulum went with a 
straight Spring, it was made by H enry Jones, vVatchrnaker in  
the Temple, the Out-case had a CY.pher pinn'd on  i t, and the 
Shagreen much worn off. \i\Thosoever gives notice of it to 
the said M r. J ones, or M r. Snagg, a Goldsmith in  Lombard 
Street, shall have 2 Guineas Reward. " 

Charles I I ,  according to tradition, gave to Mrs. J ane 
Lane a Clock, in  memory of her  services, after the battle of  
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Worcester. On the Clock was engraved the name " Henricus 
J ones, Landin i . "  " 1 6 73. January 1 9. lVIr. Henry Jones, Clockmaker, acquainted the Court of the Company that he had made for The King (Charles I I )  a Clock of the value of £ 1 50 whereon was engraven HENR1cus J ONES  LOND IN J ,  and which stood in His Majesty's closet for about seven years, but being by his Majesty given unto a Lady it came into the hands of ROBERT SE IGNIOR,  Clockmaker, of Exchange Alley, to be repaired, and he caused Edward Staunton, Clockmaker, or some other person to take out the maker's name and inserted his own." ' 

This was doubtless the Clock above referred to. After 
some i nquiry, no further action appears to have been taken by 
the Company. 

In North's L ife of the Lord K eeper Guildford, vol. I I , 
page 203 ,  it is stated that Barometers were first made and 
sold at his suggestion, by one J ones, a Clockmaker in  the 
I nner Temple Gate. 

I n  the Company's Collection is a Vertical \i\latch by th is 
maker, i n  a metal covered case , presented by M iss Butter 
to the Company in 1 8 7 6. 

T H OMAS M U DGE,  

Second son  of The  Rev. Zachary Mudge, a learned divine and 
master of the Grammar School at B ideford, Devon. Born at 
E xeter about 1 7 1 6 . At  the age of 1 4  he was apprenticed to 
George Graham, then the most famous of \i\/atchmakers, 
M ay 4, 1 7 30. \i\/hilst in his apprenticeship he became known 
far and wide. as one of the best authorities upon T imekeepers. 
He succeeded to his Master's business, carried on at the 
" Dial and One Crown,"  opposi te the " Bolt and Tun," Fleet 
Street. Admitted a Free Clockmaker, January r 5, I 7 38 .  
In  1 7 50  he entered into partnership with Mr. Will iam Dutton, 
and in 1 763  published " Thoughts on the means of  improving 
Watches, and particularl y  those for use at Sea. " I n  1 760 
he was introduced to Count de Bruhl, envoy extraordinary 
from the Court of Saxony, a great admirer of the Art, ,vho 
became h is  friend and patron .  H e  made a \i\/atch with a com­
pensation curb for Smeaton, the Engineer, and also several 

' Company's Journal I .  
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Timekeepers for Ferdinand V I , of Spain. He was the 
inventor of the Lever Escapement, the first instrument to 
which this improvement was applied, being made in  r 7 70 for 
Queen Charlotte. I n  r 7 7 r  he retired from active business, 
and turned his attention to Chronometers. I n  r 789 he, ·with 
several others, competed for the revvard offered by the Board 
of Longitude for the most accurate T imekeeper for deter­
mining the longitude at sea, but was unsuccessful. I n  1 793 ,  
a Select Committee of the House of Commons, assisted by 
several men of science, reported that Mr. Mudge was one of  
the first Watchmakers this country had p1"oduced, and 
recommended the Parliament to give him a reward of £ 3,000 
for his improvements i n  the construction of Chronometers. 
H e  died at his Son's house in \tValworth, November 1 4, r 794. 
Several specimens of his work are preserved in the Company's 
Collection. 

They also possess Portraits both of him and his Father, 
the Rev. Zachariah Mudge. 

DAN I E L  Q U ARE,  

" A  great Clockmaker," admitted a Brother, April 3 ,  1 6 7 1 ; 
chosen on the Court of Assistants i n  r 69 7 ; W arclen r 70 5 - 1 70 7 ; 
Master September 29, 1 708. I n  1 6 76, he i nvented the 
repeating movement i n  \tVatches, by which they were made to 
strike at pleasure, and in r 68 7 gained well-deserved credit 
for placing the minute hand concentric with the hour hand in 
Clocks. Upon an appl ication by Mr. Barlow for a patent for 
the sole making of Repeating Clocks and \i\Tatches, the 
Company petitioned the K ing in  Council against the grant, 
and at the hearing of the case in March, r 68 7, the Council 
having tested the merits of M r. Barlow's Repeaters with those 
of  M r. Quare, refused to grant the patent. 

I n  the bedroom of \i\Till iam I I  I ,  at H ampton Court 
Palace, i s  a Clock standing at the head of  the bed, made by 
Daniel Quare, it goes 1 2  months without winding up. ' 

A patent  was granted to him, August 2, 1 69 5 ,  for the 
invention of a portable \tV eather Glass or Barometer, ·which in 
the words of the patent, " may be removed and carried to any 

' \Vood's " Curiosit ies of Cloci,s and \Vntches," edition 1 866, p.  64. 
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place, though turned upside clown, without spil l ing one drop 
of  quicksi lver, or  letting any air  i nto the tube." 

A description of the identical \N"atch, made by h im for 
K ing J ames I I , was given i n  a letter to the " Morning 
Chronicle," elated December 1 1 , 1 8 2 3 , re-printed i n  vVoocl's 
" Curiosit ies of Clocks and vVatches," edition 1 866, page 2 9 5 .  

H e  died i n  1 7 24, a n d  was buried i n  the Quakers' burying 
ground at Bunhil l  F ields, M arch 30, 1 7 24 .  Most of the 
vVatchmakers in  London attended his funeral . '  

DAV I D  RA M S EY, 
Clockmaker to K ing J ames the F irst, and the F irst Master of 
the Company. He was the friend of Master I - I eriot, " Gingl ing 
Geordie," J eweller to James I, and was an eminent Scotch 
Artificer. I n  1 6  I O- 1 2 ,  he made three Watches for H enry, 
Prince of \!Vales, son of James I .  vVoocl ,  i n  h is  " Curiosities 
of Clocks and vVatches, " edition 1 866, pages 2 66 -7, says :-In " The Accompte of the money expended by Sir David Murray K.1 · as Keeper of the Privie Purse to the late Noble Prynce Henry, Prynce of 'Nales, from the first of October 1 6 1 0, to the sixth of November 1 6 1 2  (the daye of the decease of the said Pryncc) as l i kewise for certaine payrnentes made after the deathe of the said Prynce in  the monethes of  November and December 1 6 1 2. "  

In  the Audit  Office, Somerset H ouse, is  the following 
en try :-" Watches, three bought of Mr .  Ramsey the Clockmaker lx iH· (£6 1 ) . I n  the list of Guyftes and Rewardcs in the same account wi l l  be found, Mr. Ramsey the  C lockmaker, xjs. " 

The following Particulars and Extracts from the Calendars 
of the State Papers, give some interesti ng detai ls  of h i s  
history :-He held  the appointment of Groon1 of the Bedchamber to the Prince, and in 1 6 1 3  a Pension of £200 per annum was granted to h im. In 1 6 1 3, King J ames gave him a pension of £50 per annum . "  In  the  grant he is styled Clockmaker Extraordinary. In 3 1 6 1 6, a warrant was signed to pay him £234  r os. for the purchase and repair of Clocks and Watcl1es for the King. November 2 6, 1 6 1 8, he was appointed to the Office of 4 Ch ie f  Clockmaker to  His Majesty, with fees and al lowances f o r  workmanshi p. 5 On July 2 7, 1 6 1 9, a grant of denization was passed to David Ramsay, the King's ' \V ood's " Cmiosities of C locks and \Vatches, " edit ion 1 866, pp. 64-297 . State Papers (Domest ic) 1 6 1 1 - 1 8, " p. 2 1 1 .  3 p. 4 19 .  4 p. 598. s 1 6 1 9-23 ,  p. 67. 

N 



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' COMPANY. Clockmaker, born in Scotbnd. ' March 30, 1 6 2 2 , a warrant was signed to pay him £1 1 3 ,  for work for the late Prince Henry, and for ·watches and Clocks for the King. " September 30, 1 6 2 2 ,  he received £23 2  1 5s for repairing Clocks at Theobalds, Oatlands, and ·westrninster, and for making a chime of bells adjoining to the Clock at Theobalds. 3 January 2 5 , 1 6 2 6, a warrant to pay to David Ramsey £ 1 50, for coins to be given by the King (Charles I) on the day of his Coronation was signed. 
J 6 2 7. March 1 7  Warrant to David Ramsay, Page of the Bedchamber and Clockmaker £44 1 3s. 4d. for \\·ork done for his late Majesty ; and £35 8  1 6s. 8d., in lieu of diet and bouche of Court.4 1 6 2 8. J uly 10. A warrant was signed to pay him £4 1 5  for Clocks and other necessaries, delivered for the king's service.5 In 1 6 3 2  £ 2 1 9  was paid to him on his bills for one year. 6 
H e  appears to have been a man of considerable abil ity, 

from the number of i nventions for ·which he sought, and i n  
several cases obtained, grants of Patents. 

Although no official grant to him from King Charles I ,  
a s  h i s  Clockmaker, has been found, yet from the entries i n  
the  State Papers he seems to  have continued the  office he  
held under h i s  father. H is appointment by  the king as  first 
Master of the Company tends to confirm th is .  H e  ·was 
sworn i nto office as :Master by Sir George vVhitmore, Lord 
Mayor, on the 1 2 th of October, 1 63 2 . H e  did not, however, 
take an active part i n  the affairs of the Company, Henry 
Archer, who ·was appointed Deputy-Master, having presided 
at the several Courts held during his term of office. 

Sir vValter Scott, in the Fortunes o.f .Ni'g-el, thus speaks of 
Ramsey : " Memory Monitor, \i\Tatchmaker and Constructor 
of Horologes to H is :Most Sacred Majesty J ames I . ' ' The 
novelist then goes on  to say : 

" Although his profession led him to cultivate the exact sciences, l ike many at this period, he mingled them with pursuits which were mystical and fantastic. David Ramsey risked his mone)' on the success of the vaticinations, which his resea1·ches led him to form, since he sold Clocks and V/atches under condition that their value should not become payable till King J arnes was crowned in the Pope's chair at Rome." 
State Papers (Domestic) 1 6 19.23, ' p. 365. 0 p. 45 1 .  3 1625 -26, p. 55S. 4 1 627-2S, p .  97. 

s 1 628- 1 629, p. 202. 6 1 63 1 - 1 633, p .  4S4. 
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I SAAC R O G E RS, 

Son of I saac Rogers, Cit izen and Baker, a Levant Merchant  
and Watchmaker. Born i n  \iVhite H art Court, Lombard 
Street, 1 3  th of August, I 7 54. U pon the completion of his  
educat ion at the Rev.  Dr. M ilner's School, Peckham, he was 
apprenticed, and in I 7 76, succeeded to his father's business. 
On the 2 nd of September, I 7 76, he was admitted to the Free­
dom of the Clockmakers' Company by Patrimony, and on  
J anuary I I ,  I 790, became a Liveryman. L ike h i s  father, he was 
a member of the Levant Company, and carried on an extensive 
trade with Turkey, Smyrna, Philadelph ia, and the \iVest I ndies ; 
and although thus occupied ·with business, he devoted con­
s iderable attent ion to scient ific pursuits, Chemistry and Miner­
alogy being h is favourite stud ies. He designed and constructed 
two Regulators, one with a mercurial pendulum, and the other 
with a gridiron pendulum.  The improvement of N aval 
A rchitecture was also a project in which he took an active 
part ; he  was one of the projectors of a Society for that purpose, 
many of i ts meetings bei ng held at his res idence. I n  I 799 ,  
he was appointed the Treasurer of the Society. Later i n  l ife 
he became largely engaged in 111 i n i ng operations both i n  
Cornwall a n d  Wales. The best method of l ighting the streets 
with gas also occupied his attention, and upon the establ ishment 
of the Imperial Gas Company, in 1 8 1 8 , he was elected one of 
the D i rectors, and subsequently became Chairman of the 
Board. 

Reverting to his connection with this Co111pany, on the 
9 th of October, I 809, he was chosen one of the Court of 
Assistants, and served the of11ce of \iVarden, 1 8 1 0- 1 2 , and 
again in 1 8 2 3 . On the 29 th of September, I 824, he was 
elected Master. \iVhilst serving the office of Renter \t\Tarden , 
h is  attention was d irected to the state of the Company's 
finances, and with the able  and zealous co-operation of his  
friends, M r. H enry Clarke, and M r. George Atk ins  the then 
Clerk, he projected a wel l -digested and sound plan for the 
resuscitation of the Company upon a good fi nancial basis ; and 
on the 30th of September, I 81 I ,  la id the same before the 
Cour t of Assistants, ·when, after mature consideration, it  was 
adopted, and the thanks of the Court ·were presented to h im 
for  his  attention to the  fi nances of the  Company, and the  plan 
devised for insuring its future prosperi ty. 

N 2 
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\tVith h i s  friends, Mr. Clarke and Mr. Vull iamy, he was 
ever ready to defend the i n terests of the Trade before the 
M inisters of the Crown or the public, and he helped to direct 
publ ic attention to the pernicious system of affixing the names 
of the best E nglish vVatchmakers to foreign work, and then 
exporting them as English made ; and also to the method of 
stamping Gold and Si lver Cases at Goldsmiths' H all. He died 
i n  December, 1 8 39, at the age of 8 5 ,  the Father of this 
and also of the Levant Company. 

A Portra it  of him is preserved in the Company's Collec­
tion i n  the Gui ldhall L ibrary. 

T H OMAS TO M P I O N, 
Called the " Father of E ngli sh  \Matchmakers," was a native 
of North-hill , Bedfordshire, and is said to have been originally 
a Blacksmith. H e  resided at No. 6 7 , F leet Street, at the 
corner of vVhitefriars Street. H e  was made free of the 
Company, 4th September, 1 6  7 1 ; chosen one of the Court of 
Assistants, 7 th September, 1 69 r ; served the office of \iVarden, 
r 700- 3 ; Master 29th September, I 704. He died 20th 
N ovember, r 7 I  3 ,  arid was buried in  Westminster Abbey. 
H is w ill, elated 2 1 st October, I 7 r 3, was proved by h is friend 
and successor, George Graham, one of the Executors. H e  
made a Watch with a spiral balance, o r  pendulum spri ng, for 
K i ng Charles I I .  One end of the spring was made fast to 
the arbor of the balance wheel, whilst the other was secured 
to the plate, the oscillations being rendered equal and regular 
by its elastic force. H e  i nvented the cyl i nder escapement, 
w ith horizontal wheel, in 1 69 5 ,  and greatly improved Striking 
Clocks (see Patent for vVatch and Clockmaking, N o. 344, 
elated September 2 3 ,  1 695 ) .  

The monumental stone over the  grave of Tompion and 
Graham was removed by the authorities of the Abbey about 
1 8 3 8 .  M r. George Atkins, then Clerk of the Company drew 
attent ion to this act of clesecrafr:m in the following letter, 
which was inserted in the newspapers :-

" Previous to 1 838 ,  visitors to \Vestrninster Abbey may remember to h:1Yc 
re:icl on a s lab in the nave of  that Church the follm1·ing inscription :-

" ' H ERE LIES  THE BODY 
O F  M R .  T H O  T O M P I O N  

W HO DEPA RTED T H I S  LffE THE 2 0TH O F  NOVEMBER I 7 J 3 I N  T H E  
7 5TH Y E A R  O F  H I S  ACE. '  
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WHO DEPARTED TH I S  

. LIFE TH E 'lO
TH

OF 
NOVEMBER J J J 3 IN THE 

. . 
TH 

JS . YEAR OF H IS AGL 

ALSO THE BODY OF 
.CEORGE GRAl-tAM OF LONDON 
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WHO SE CURIO US  INVENTIONS 

DO HONOURTO Y BRITISH GENIUS 
WHOSE ACCURATEPERFORMANCES . 
AREY STANDARDOF' MECHAN ICSKILL 

. E HE DIEDYXVIOFNOVEMBER MDCCLI 
· IN THE LXXVII I YEAR OF' H IS  AGE 
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" ' .-\LSO THE BODY O l,-

GEQRGE GRAHAlVI O F  LONDON WATC H M A K E l.:. AND F. R . S. 

I ,_ -
/ J  

WHOSE CU RIOUS J N VENT J ONS DO HONOUR TO YE B R JT I S H  GENJUS 

WHOSE A C C U RATE PERFO TDIANCES ARE YE STANDARD OF 

M ECHANIC S K I L L  

H E  D J ED YE XVI O F  N O V E M B E R  i\IDCCLI J N  THE LXXVJ I I  YEAR OF H I S  ACE. ' 

, " lVcnu, all_ that remains to commemorate the ' Father of Clockmaking,' 'I homas Tomp10n and ' Honest George Graham,' is this inscription, cut upon a small lozenge-shaped bit of marble :-
' l\iir. T. Torn pion r 7 1 3 . 
' lVIr. G. Graham r 7 5 I . ' " I  presume the Very ReYerend the Dean and his Chapter consider it 

i11fra dig. to allow a tablet to the memory of t1rn ·watchmakers to remain amongst the monuments of the mighty dead which adorn the walls of their Cathedral. Death i s  said to leve l all distinctions. It appears these holy men have forgotten that axiom. " Yours obediently, " A DETESTOR OF INTOLE!, ANCE.  

The folio-wing notice appears in  the H istorical :Memorials 
of  vVestminster Abbey, by Dean Stanley, I 869, page 348 :-" In the centre of the Nave, in the same grave, were laid master and apprentice-Tompion and Graham, the fathers of English \Vatchrnakers. The slab over their grave, commemorating thei r  ' curious inventions and accurate performances '  was removed at the beginning of the century. This change called forth many an indignant remonstrance from the humble but useful tribe who regarded this gravestone as their Caaba. ' Y\Tatchmakers,' says one of them, ' the writer amongst the number, until prevented by recent restrictions, were in the habit of m:iking frequent pi lgrimages to the s:icred spot· : from the inscription and the place they felt proud of the i r  occupation ; and many a secret wish to excel bas arisen whi l e  s i l ently contemplating the silent resting p lace of the two men whose memory they so much revered. ' Their memory may last, but the slab is gone." ' 

Dean Stanley, with commendable good taste, had a 
search made for the missing stone ; happi ly it was found un ­
impared, and has s ince been restored to  its place . 

, Thompson's Time and Time Keepers, p. 74. The passage was pointed out to me by a friend i n  consequence o f  the strong irritaLion expressed on the subject by an obscure vVatchmaker in a provincial town. The gravestone l1appi ly had not been clestroyecl, and has since been restored. 
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The inscription on the stone and accompanying sketch 
shewing the exact position in which i t  is placed, have been 
kindly furnished by Thomas M ills, Esq. , whose drawings of 
\Vestminster Abbey are well known.  

N 

WES:TWWERS t 
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B E N J AM I N  L E W I S  V U L L I A M Y, F . R. A. S. ,  F . R. G. S . ,  

\!Vatch and C lockmaker t o  the Queen .  S o n  of  Benjamin 
V ull iamy, Clockmaker to the K ing ; he resided i n  Pal l  M al l  ; 
was n1ade a Free Clockmaker by Redemption, December 4, 
1 809 ; admitted to the Livery, J anuary 8 ,  1 8 1 0 ; chosen on 
the Court of  Assistants, April, 1 8  ro ; served the o ffice of 
\Varden, 1 8 1 5 - 20, and again in 1 843 -6 ; and that of M aster 
five t imes, v iz . , r 8 2 r ,  1 8 2 3 , 1 8 2 5 ,  1 8 2 7 , and 1 84 7 .  On the 2 nd 
J uly, 1 849, a presentation of plate was made to h im by the 
Court, on  which the following i nscription  was engraved :-" Presented to Benjamin Lewis Vulliarny, Esq. , F.R.A.S ., F.R. G.S., Associate of I . C . E., &c., &c. ,  by the l\faster, Wardens and Court of Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London in token of the high sense they entertain of the eminent services rendered by him as a member of the Court during the long period of Forty years with a degree of zeal and ability which have greatly advanced the interests and character of the Corporation." 

H e  ,,vas the first Clockmaker i n  this country to employ a 
two-seconds pendulum. I n  1 8 2 7-8 ,  he effected great improve­
ments i n  the make of large public Clocks. H e  d ied J anuary 8, 
1 8 54, aged seventy-four ,  leav ing to the Company, by will ,  
three portraits of  members of  h is  family, and one picture, see 
Catalogue 1 8 7 5 ,  p. 9 7. 
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J O H N  H ARRISO N .  
This  celebrated H orologer and JVIathematician, who has 

been aptly called the Father of  Chronometry, not having been 
e nrol led as a Member of the Company, h is  name for that 
reason i s  not i ncluded amongst the preceding Biograph ical 
Notices of distinguished M en connected with the Trade . 

The Company, however, hav ing i n  September, I 8 79, 
determined to undertake the restoration of h is  tomb in 
H ampstead Churchyard (previous efforts to obtain the 
necessary funds by public subscription hav ing failed), have 
thus identified themselves ·with the des ire which was felt  
to perpetuate the memory of so great a benefactor to 
mankind in general, and the nav igator i n  particular. 

The following particulars, · collected from various sources, 
with respect to H arrison's career, seem, therefore, to :find an 
appropriate place in  this volume, in which reference i s  made to 
so many of the members of a Craft with ·which h is name must 
ever be associated : - H e  was born at Foulby, near Pontefract, 
Yorkshire, in the year I 693 ,  h i s  father, H enry H arrison, a 
carpenter at that place, having been married i n  the month o f  
J uly, 1 69 2 ,  at the parish church of Wragby, to El izabeth 
Barber, of the same parish, ·where J ohn,  their eldest son, ·was 
baptized, it is said, on March 3 r st in the following year. The 
father was i n  the habit  of repairing Clocks, indeed much of the 
mechan ism of the larger Clocks being, in those days, frequently 
made of wood, the carpenter was very often called upon to 
repair them. In the year r 700, his parents removed to Barrow, 
in L incolnsh ire. H ere he attracted the atten tion of a clergyman, 
who lent him a M S. copy of  the lectures of N icholas 
Saunderson, the bl ind Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at 
Cambridge, wh ich he copied with all the diagrams. H is early 
devotion to mechanical pursu i ts led him to give his attention 
to the improvement of Clocks, and in r 7 2 6  he had 
constructed two, ch iefly  of wood, i n  which he appl ied the 
escJ.pement and compou nd , or, as i t  i s  called, grid iron 
pendulum, of h is own invention. Stukeley, i n  b is manuscript 
J ournal, r 7 2 8 ,  says, " I  saw his  famous Clock last ·win ter at 
M r. George Graham's. The sweetness of the motion, the 
contrivances to take o ff friction, to defeat the lengthening and 
shorten ing of the pendulum,  through heat or cold, cannot be 
sufficiently admired. " I n  the year I 7 2 6 , he made his :fi rst 
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T imekeeper, which D r. H utton asserts did not err  a second 
in a month . I n  1 7 r 3 an Act of Parliament, I 2 Anne, cap . 1 5 ,  
was passed, the preamble of  ·which recites a s  follows : 
" \t\Thereas i t  is well known by all that are acquainted with the 
art of navigation, that noth ing is so much ·wanted and 
desired at sea as the d iscovery of  the longitude for the 
safety and quickness of  voyage, the preservation of ships, and 
the l ives of men ; and whereas in  the judgment of able 
mathematic ians and navigators several methods have already 
been discovered, true in theory, though very difficult i n  
practice, some of  which, there is reason to  expect, may be  
capable of improvement, some already discovered may be 
proposed to the public, and others may be invented hereafter ; 
and whereas such a d iscovery would be of particular advantage 
to the trade of Great Brita in ,  and very much to the honour of 
this k ingdom." A commission was appointed under the Act, 
upon which a large number of officers of state, and men 
distinguished as mathematicians, mechanics, and navigators, 
·were appointed, and a re,vard of £20,000 was offered to any 
one who could discover a method whereby the longitude at 
sea could, with in  certain _ stated l imi ts of exactness, be 
ascertained .  H arrison came to London in I 728 ·with drawings 
of an i nstrument for the puri)ose, hoping to get assistance from 
the Commission for i ts construction, but the Astronomer Royal 
ref erred him to the then great vVatchmaker, George Graham, 
a member of  the Company, ·who  advised him to make his  
machine first, and then apply to the Commission. H e  returned 
home, and in I 7 3 5  again  came to London with his first Time­
p iece, ·which was examined by several members of  the Royal 
Society ( H alley, Graham, and others) , who certified its ex­
cellence to the Board of  Longi tude ; and in I 73 5-36 H arrison 
was sent with i t  on a voyage to Lisbon and back to test its 
performance. In this voyage he is  said to have corrected the 
dead reckoning nearly a degree and a-half. I n  I 7 3 7 the 
Commissioners presented him with £500, and encouraged h im 
to proceed i n  h is improvements. 

In r 7 39, he produced a second instrument, and in  I 7 49 a 
th ird, which erred only three or four seconds i n  a week. For 
th is  he obtained the annual gold medal of the Royal Society. 
Some time afterwards, practising improvements upon \t\Tatches, 
he was i nduced to make a fourth machi ne in the form of  a 
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Pocket vVatch, about six i nches in d iameter, which he fin ished 
in r 7 5 9. Trial of i ts accuracy was made during two voyages, 
,vhen h is  son \iV i ll iam ,vent i n  charge of i t ; one to J arnaica, in 
1 76 1 - 2 ,  and the other to Barbadoes, i n  1 764, i n  H . M . S . 
• '  Tartar," Capta in  S i r  J ames Lindsay. I n  both voyages it cor­
rected the longitude within the nearest l imi ts requ ired by the 
Act of Queen Anne, and entitled him to the reward of £20,000 . 
At a meeting of the Board of Longitude, held on February 
9 ,  1 7 6 5 ,  it was unanimously determined that the performance 
of H arrison's T imekeeper had been such as to entitle h im to 
the offered reward, part (£ 1 0,000) being shortly afterwards 
paid to him, and in r 7 7 3 the other £ r 0,000. In later years 
he made a fifth i nstrument which, on a ten weeks' trial at the 
K i ng's Pr ivate Observatory at Richmond, was found ,  it is said, 
to have erred only four and a-half seconds. H is i nvention of 
the M etall ic Compensation, his Remontoir, and his addit ion of 
a secondary spring as an equivalent substi tute for the main ­
tain ing power during the  time of  winding up ,  which i s  an 
essential requisite i n  producing permanent motion, may fairly  
entitle h im to be considered as the parent of  Chronometry. 
As will be seen by his works in the Company's Library, he 
had a musical ear, and made experiments on sound with a 
curious monochord of h is  own i nvention, from ·which he con­
structed a new musical scale or mechan ical d ivision of  the 
octave, according to the proportion which the rad ius and 
d iameter of a circle have respectively to the c ircumference . 
H e  d ied at h is  house i n  Red Lion Square. 

Harri son, as has been already stated ,  was buried i n  
Hampstead Churchyard, and t h e  Company, a t  the instiga­
tion of M r. J .  G. C. Addison, a M ember of the Court, 
determined to restore his tomb, wh ich ,isras of a Corinth ian 
character, and of Portland Stone with marble panels . I t  
was found, however, on examination, t o  have s o  far  suc­
cumbed to the i nAuences of t ime and weather, that th is  was 
impracticable. I ts entire reconstruction was therefore 
determ ined upon, and, with the sanction and concurrence of 
the V icar, the Rev . S. B .  Burnaby, M . A . , the work was 
entrusted to Messrs. Vv.  Cubitt & Co. , by whom i t  has  
been careful ly performed . In  form i t  i s  an  exact repro­
duction of  the origi nal, but i t  has been executed in  K etton 
Stone, with S i ci l ian marble panels ,  the pli nth being of 
Spinkwell Stone.  
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The inscription on the tomb, which has been preserved 
1 11 its entirety, is  as follows :-" In memory of Ivir. John Harrison, late of Red Lion Squ:ue, London. Inventor of the Timekeeper for ascertaining the Longitude at Sea. He was born at Foul by, in the county of York, and was the son of a builder at that place, who brought him up to the same profession. Before he attained the age of 2 r he, without any instruction, employed himself in cleaning and repairing Clocks and ·watches, and made a few of the former, chiefly of wood. At the age of 2 5  he employed his whole time in chronometrical improvements. He was the inventor of the gridiron pendulum and the method of preventing the effects of heat and cold upon Timekeepers by t\\'O bars of different metals fixed together ; he introduced the secondary spring to keep them going while winding up ; and was the inventor of most, or all, of the improvements in Clocks and Watches during his time. In the year 1 73 5 ,  his first Timekeeper was sent to Lisbon, and in 1 764, his then much-improved fourth Timekeeper having been sent to Barbadoes, the Commissioners of Longitude certified that it had determined the longitude within one-third of half a degree of a great circle, having erred not more than forty seconds in time. After near sixty years' close application to the above pursuits, he departed this life on the 24th clay of March, r 776, aged 8 3. Mrs. Elizabeth Harrison, wife of the above Mr. John Harrison, departed this life, March 5th, 1 777, aged 72." 

O n  the reverse side of the tomb is left a similar panel, on 
which i t  i s  intended to recut the original i nscription, if  i t  can 
be ascertained, recording the death of his son, Mr. vVill iam 
H arrison, F. R. S . ,  who died April 24 ,  1 8 1 5 , at the ripe age of 
88, at Carol ine Place, Guildford Street. H e  ·was a Deputy­
l ieutenant of the Counties of Monmouth and M iddlesex, and 
i n  his earlier years had materially assisted his father i n  his 
great undertakings, and especially i n  making voyages to sea 
in charge of  h is  i nstruments whilst i n  process of trial . On  
the  edge of  the  upper stone of the  tomb are inscribed these 
words :-" Reconstructed . at the expense of the vVorshipful 
Company of Clockmakers of the City of  London, 1 8  79. 
vVilliam Parker, Master. " 

The tomb having been completed , was formally uncovered 
in  the presence of the Master, \iVardens, and Court of  Assist­
ants, and the Vicar of  H ampstead, on the 1 6th J anuary, 1 880. 

The following works relating to H arrison and his dis­
coveries, some of ·which are ·written by h imself, are preserved 
in  the Company's Library, ·whilst their Museum also contains  
two of h is  early achievements i n  the shape of two long E ight­
day Clocks, the works being almost entirely of wood, and 
one of them having his gridiron-pendulum attached :-" The principles of lV Ir Harrison's T imekeeper, with plates of the same. Published by order of the Commissioners of Longitude. London : Printed by W. Richardson and S. Clark. 4to. r 77  6." The preface and the following 
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COi\I l'ANV. chapter, entitled " Notes taken at the D iscovery of :Mr. 1-Iarrison's Time­keeper, ' '  are written by the Rev. Nevil Nfaskelyne, F.R.S . ,  Astronomer Royal . " An Account of the going of Mr. J ohn Harrison's \Vatch at the Roval Observatory, from May 6th,  1 7 66, to Ivfarch ,  4th 1 767 ,  together with the original Observations and Calculations of the same. By the Rev. Nevil Iviaskelyne, Astronomer Royal. Published by order of the Commissioners of Longitude. London : Printed by W. Richardson and S. Chrk. 4to. 1 7 6 7 ." Thereto is added an " Appendix, containing observations of Equal Altitudes of the Sun, tak@:n at Portsmo.uth , Jamaica, and Barbadoes, according to the time of IVIr. Harrison's \Vatch, upon the two voyages made to the \Vest Ind ies for the trial of the same." Published by order of the Commissioners of Longitude. " A description concerning such mechanism as "·ill afford a nice or true mensuration of time, together with some accounts of the attempts for the discovery of q1e Longitude b y  the :Moon ;  as also an account of the discovery of the Scale of lVIusic. By John Harrison, Inventor of the Timekeeper for the Longitude at Sea. London : Sold by T. Jones, No. r 38, Fetter Lane. 8vo. r 7 7 5." 
An engraved Portrai t, by Reading, of " Longitude H ar­

rison," as he was called, appeared in the Ezrropea1t MaJ;az-z"1te ,· 
another, by P .  L .  Tassaert, was also publ ished in K night's 
Portrazi Gallery, a copy of this is in the Company's Collection. 

MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY WHO HAVE F ILLED 

IMPORTANT CIVIC OFFICES .  

Sm J O I-I N B E N N E T T, K N 1c 1-IT, 
The son of M r. J ohn  Dennett, \i\Tatchmaker, of Greenwich. 
Born in  1 8 1 4. Educated at Colfe's Grammar School, 
Lewisham. U pon the death of his father, he successfully 
carried on the business. I n  r 846, he commenced business i n  
Cheapside, and  i n  1 86 2  was chosen by the  i nhabi tants of the 
\i\Tard one of their representatives i n  the Court of Common 
Council .  Admitted a Freeman and Liveryman of the Com­
pany, November 6,  1 8 7 1 ;  served the office of Sheriff of 
London and M iddlesex dur ing part of the year 1 8 7 1 - 2 ,  on  the 
decease of Richard Young, Esq ; received the honour of 
K nio-hthood on the occasion or  the visit of H er Majesty to 

· S t. Paul 's, upon the N ational Thanksgi ving for the recovery 
of H is Royal H ighness the Prince of \i\Tales, Februa�·y 2 7, 
1 8 7 2 .  H e  was elected a member of the  London School 
Board in  1 8 7 2 .  I n  1 8 7 7, he was three times elected Alder­
man of the 'Ward of Cheap, but the Court of Aldermen 
refused to ratify his election. 
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J O H N  CART E R, F . R. A .S . ,  ALDERi\IAK, 

The son of \i\Till iarn Carter, of Tooley Street, Southwark, 
\Natchmaker. Bound apprentice to Boys Err Burrill , of Great 
Sutton Street, Clerkenwell, January r 3, r 8 I 7; admitted to the 
Freedom and Livery of the Company, October 1 4, 1 8 2 9 ; 
chosen on the Court of Assistants in r 8 5 2 ; elected Alderman 
of Corn hill ,  March 1 o, 1 8 5 r ;  served the office of Sheriff of 
London and M iddlesex, 1 8 5 2 -3 ; \!Varden of the Company 
in  1 8 5 2 - 5 ,  and again in  1 86 2 -3 ; served the office of  l\!I aster 
three times, viz . , in 1 8 5 6, 1 8 5 9, and 1 864 ·; chosen to the 
exalted office of Lord M ayor in 1 8 5 7 . H e  died May 5 th ,  
I 8 78.  

C O LO N E L  A. A N G U S  C RO LL, C. E . ,  

S o n  o f  George Croll, o f  Perth. I n  1 849, he ·was appointed 
E ngineer to the Great Central Gas Consumers' Company, 
which had then been started for supplying Gas at a cheap rate 
and with greater i l luminating power. Through his scientific 
sk il l  and energy many difficult ies were overcome, and a 
new era i n  the manufacture and supply of Gas began, which 
brought about great advantages to the consumers. In 1 8 5 2  
h e  ·was chosen one of the Sheriffs o f  London and M iddlesex. 
On the r oth of October, 1 8 59 ,  he ·was admitted to the 
Freedom and Livery of the Company ; chosen on  the Court 
of Assistants, October r o, 1 8  70 ; served the office of 
\!Varden, 1 8 74-6 ; and was elected Master i n  1 8 7 7 . One of 
the great projects with which his name will ever be associated 
i s  that of the establishment of the U nited K ingdom Electric 
Telegraph Company, founded for carrying messages to every 
part of the U nited K ingdom at one uniform rate of one 
shil l ing a message. H e  was elected Chairman of the Com­
pany i n  1 860, and by his  skill and determined energy he 
carried the project to a most successful issue i n  spite of  all 
d ifficulties. I n  r 868 ,  he was presented with a very flattering 
Testimonial by his Brother Directors, and on March 2 2 , 1 8 7 1 , 
at the conclusion of the negociations for transferring the 
Company to H er M ajesty's Postmaster General, the Share­
holders also presented h im with a Testimonial of the value of 
a Thousand Guineas. 
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Sm RO B E RT D A R L I N G, K NIGHT, 
Sheriff of London in 1 766 .  Admitted on the Livery of the 
Company, September 1 6, 1 766, and on the same clay chosen 
on the Court of  Assistants. On the 2 9th of September he 
was elected Master, but was excused serving the office upon 
payment of a fine of £ r o. I n  1 7 70, he gave £ 1 00 to the 
poor of the Company, and his friend, Mr. Nathanael Styles, 
gave £ 1 0. 

R I C H A RD H A R T L E Y  K E N N E DY, M . D. F . R .A. S . ,  
ALDERMAN. 

Served more than 30 years in  the East I ndies. Was 
Physician-General and President of the M edical Board of 
Bombay, and chief of the Medical S taff of the Bombay 
divis ion of the Army of the I nclus during the campaign 
in S incl and Kaubool in 1 8 3 8-9. H e  was the friend of 
Sir J amsetjee J ejeebhoy, the first Baronet. Returning to 
London he entered i nto publ ic l ife, and was admitted to the 
Freedom and L ivery of this Company, April 2 6, 1 8 5 1 ;  chosen 
on the Court of  Assistants, April 4, 1 8 5 3 ; elected Alderman 
for the V\T arcl of Cheap in r 8 54 ; served the office of Vv arclen 
of the Company i n  I 8 54-6 ; elected Sheriff of London and 
M iddlesex in 1 8 5 5 .  H e  resigned his Alclermanic Gown, 
M arch 30, r 8 58. · D ied July 24, r 86  5 .  H is portrait is i n  the 
Company's Collection .  

He was the Author of a N arrative of the Campaign of  
the  Army of the  I ndus, · i n  S incl and  K aubool, i n  1 8 38 -9 ;  
published i n  1 840 ; and  N otes on  the E p iclemic Cholera, 
written in 1 8 2 6, and re-publ ished in  1 846. 

SIR G E O RG E  M E RT T I N S, K NIGHT, ALDERMAN, 

Son of . . Merttins, of C6rnhil l ,  Goldsmith and J ewell er. 
Admitted to the Freedom of the Company Served 
the office of Warden, 1 7 I r - I 2 ; chosen Master, r 7 1 3  ; elected 
Alderman of Bridge \!Varel, December 9 ,  1 7 r 2 ;  kn ighted , 
April r I ,  r 7 r 3. Translated by permission to the Skinners' 
Company, June  r 6, I 7 r 3. Appointed Treasurer to Christ's 
H ospi tal in 1 7 1 6 . I n  1 7 2 r , he was elected to the office o f  
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Sheriff, and in r 7 24  to that of Lord Mayor. He became 
President of Christ's Hospital in r 72 7, but did not long 
occupy that distinguished office, dying November r r , 1 7 2 7. 
He  was buried i n  the South Cloister of Christ's Church, 
N ewgate Street. 

HONORARY FREEMEN .  

The desire which the governing body o f  this Company has 
ever evinced to maintain the closest possible relationship with 
the Trade, and to gather into its ranks men whose practical 
knowledge of the Art ·would be valuable in the protection of 
the rights and privileges of the Craft, and ·whose social 
position would enable them to render useful service in the 
defence · of its interests, especially i n  i ts opposit ion to the 
deceits practised by the importation of Foreign \i\Tatches, etc. , 
probably induced the Court to pass the following Resolution, 
by which a number of gentlemen, many of ·whose names are 
still familiar to us, were enrolled amongst the Fellowship as 
Honorary Freemen, some of ·whom also subsequently became 
active and most useful Members of the Company :-

" 1 7  8 r. January 8. Resolved that a Special Court be summoned to 
meet on Monday the 5th of Febrmtry next at 9 o'clock i n  the morning in 
order to admit  a number of Gentlemen of the trade and profession into the 
Freedom of this Company. 

" Ordered that Mr. Martin who attended be  acquainted with the fore­
going resolution for the information of the Gentlemen of the Trade who meet 
at the Devil Tavern. 

" 1 7 8 r .  April 2. 

Benjamin Vull iamy 
John Fladgate 
T arnes Ivic Cabe 
\Vil liarn Frodsham 
John Dwerrihouse 
\Vi l l iam Storr 
Alexander Wilson 
·wil l"' · Ellison Simpson 
Josiah Emery 
James Vigne 
Alexander Hare 
Charles Haley 
Robert Twyford 

" 1 7 8 1 .  July 2 .  

John Wright 
Alexander Cumming 

T ohn Leroux Robert Storer 
}ames Tregent Paul Hobler 
George Allen George Phil ip Strigil 
T ohn Grant 'vVilliam Carpenter 
'.rohn Jardin John Bittleston 
Joshua Rigby '.rohn Melvi l l  
Christopher Pinchbeck Thomas Laidlaw 
Thomas Langford John Devis 
John "\Vightwick John Col eman 
Benjamin Webb John Rooke 
John Scott John Baker 
James Wilson Samuel Bishop. 
Henry Baker 

·wil l iam Hughes 
James Smith 

Francis Perigal 
John Periga 1 " 
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A LI ST OF GENTLEMEN ENROLLED HONORARY 

MEMBERS OF THE COMPANY. 

H E N RY C LA RK E, 

Son of John Clarke, Cit izen and Goldsmith. Born 4th 
November, r 780 .  Admitted to the Freedom of the Gold­
smiths' Company, 3 rd March, r 803. Upon the decease of his 
Father he was taken under the paternal care of M r. I saac 
Rogers, and continued closely associated with h im throughout 
a long active l i fe. Under his auspices he had every oppor­
tuni ty of acqu ir ing a thorough practical knovvledge of many 
branches of Science, the run ot a good Laboratory, and a 
well-selected Library. H e  became associated with him i n  
min ing operations i n  Cornwall and  \tVales, and  they suc­
ceeded in introducing several improvements in smelting, etc. 
vVhile thus engaged he became acquainted with Richard 
Trev i thick, the subsequently celebrated Engineer, whom he 
assisted i n  carrying out some important scientific  i nvestiga­
t ions. H is business connection w i th the Levant Trade 
brought him i nto associat ion with the principal men of Smyrna, 
Turkey, etc. 

I n  r 8 r o- r 1 , he aided Mr. Rogers and M r. George Atkins 
i n  an exam ination of the affairs of the Company, and helped 
materially in the preparation of the scheme of a permanent 
Accumulation  Fund, the result being that on the 6th of July, 
r 8 1 2 , the Court of Assistants passed the following Resolution :-

" The Court having taken into consideration the voluntary and gratuitous services rendered to th is Company on various occasions by M r. Henry Clarke Citi zen and Goldsmith. It was thereupon " Resolved unanirnously,-That the thanks of the Court be given to Mr. Henry C larke for the essential Services rendered by him to this Corpor­ation, and that the Freedom and the Livery thereof be presented to him, as a mark of the sense the Company entertains of his exertions in its behal f. "  
He attended on the 3rd of August following, and was 

duly clothed and sworn. 
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On the 1 2 th of October, 1 8 1  2 ,  the follo-wing Resolution 
was passed :-

" The Court having taken into consideration the continued services 
rendered by :Mr. Henry Clarke to this Corporation and a motion thereon 
having been made and seconded pursuant to notice given i t  was 

" Resolved,-That Mr. Henry Clarke be summoned to take his oath and 
his seat as an Assistant and he was duly elected an Assistant accordingly." 

I n  1 8 1 8, he founded the Imperial Gas Company, which 
became one of the most successful in the metropolis. I n  
1 8 20- 2 1 ,  i n  connection with several friends, h e  took active 
measures and had preliminary surveys made for promoting 
the Atlantic and Pacific Ship Canal for connecting the two 
Oceans by the Lake of N icaragua. 

H e  served the office of \i\Tarden of the Company i n  
1 8 2 2 - 26 .  

H is sympathy with the  Portuguese i n  their misfortunes 
led him to spend much of his time on the Continent, assist­
ing the Emperor Don Pedro, Generals Lafayette, Mina, 
Saldanha, and others, with his great experience and advice at 
that critical juncture. He subsequently visited the U nited 
States. 

He died in 1 865 ,  the Father of the Company, aged 84, 
a Portrait of him is preserved i n  the Company's Collection .  

ALE XAN D E R  CU M M I N G, F . R. S. 

An i ngenious Scotch Mathematician, born at Edinburgh. 
Carried on business in Fleet Street. He made a Clock for 
George I I I ,  which registered the height of the barometer 
during every day throughout the year. I t  cost nearly £ 2 ,000 : 
he was allowed £ 2 00 a year to attend to it. I n  1 766 he 
published " The Elements of Clock and ·watch \i\Tork. " H is 
\\<-orks are i n  the Company's Library. They also have 
an engraved Portrait of him, from a painting by 
S. Drummond, A. RA. Made an H onorary Freemen of 
the Company July 2 ,  1 78 r .  
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D R .  T H O M A S  S I M P S O N  E VA N S, F . L. S .  
M aster of  the Royal Mathematical School, in Christ's H os­
p ital, from 1 8 1 3  to 1 8 1 9 .  Admitted an H onorary Freeman, 
November 2 ;  1 8  r 3 .  

" Resolved unanimously,-That the Freedom o f  this Company b e  pre­
sented to Thomas Simpson Evans, Esq. , Master of the Royal :Mathematical 
School in Christ's Hospital, London, and Fellow of the Linncean Society, as a permanent mark of the sense, in which this Fel lowship views his exertions 
towards the improvement of the Art of Chronornetry in this kingdom, and in 
the general promotion of the Mathematical Sciences. " 

Srn J A M S E T J E E  J E E J E E B H O Y ,  I ST BARO NET. 
Born in Bombay J uly 1 5 , 1 78 3 ; married March I ,  1 803,  
Awabaee Framjee, daughter of Framjee Pestotijee, of Bombay. 

H is public endowments were said to be nearly £300,000. 
Her M ajesty conferred upon him the honour of K nighthood, 
accompanied by the gi ft of her Portrait, set in Diamonds, 
M arch 2, 1 842 .  The fol lowing is a copy of an inscription on 
the Foundation Stone of the Medical College which he  
founded i n  Bombay in  1 842 :-

THIS E D I F I C E  
W A S  E RECTED AS A TESTDION I A L  OF DEVOTED LOYALTY TO 

T H E  Y O U N G  QUEEN OF T H E  B RITI S H  I SLES 
AND OF U N M ! l\'CLED R ES PECT FOR THE JUST AND PATER N A L  

B R ITISH GOVERNMENT I N  INDIA ; 
A LSO fN A F FECTIONATE AND PATRIOTIC SOLIC I. T U D E  FOR T I I E  WELFA R E  O F  

T H E  POO R CLASSES OF A L L  R ACES AolONC H I S  CO UNTRYMEN T H E  
BRITISH S U I3JECTS O F  B O M B 1\ Y, 

nv 
SIR J Al\ISETJ E E  J EEJEEB H 0 Y ,  KN I G HT, 

TlfE F I R S T  NATIVE OF ll\'DfA I IONOURED WITH llR ITISlI KN!Cl!THOOD, 
IVJIO THUS HOPES TO l 'ERFOR,l  A PLEAS J.NC DUTY 

TOWA R DS H I S  COVER N ol E1'T, HIS COU:-l' l 'RY, AND I I I S  PEOPLE, 
A N D  r N  SOLEMN REME 1' 1 HRA1'CE OF BLESSINGS  llESTOWEIJ 

TO P RESENT THIS H I S  
O F F r-, R I N G  O F  RELrC l O US C R ATfT U D E  TO 

A LM IGHTY C OD, 
THE FA T HER IN H EAVEN,  

OF THE C H R fSTIAN, T H E  l l l N DOO,  'l' l f E  , I A l lOM ED1\ N AND PARS EE, 
WfTII  f [ U 1' 1 l l L E  E A R N EST PRAY E R  

F O R  H f S  CONTr N UED C A R E  AND llLESS I N C  U PON 
1 1 1 S  C H I LDREN,  ! [ I S  F A M I LY, ! [ JS  TR[l}E AND H I S C O U NTRY. 

( I  
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The Freedom of the City of London was also tendered 
to him on the 1 4th of April, 1 8 5 5 ,  ·when the following 
Resolution was passed by the Common Council :-

" Resolved unanimously,-That the Freedom of this City be presented 
to Sir J amsetjee J eejeebhoy, of Bombay in  the East Indies, Knight, as a 
testimonial of the high estimation entertained of him by the Corporation of 
the City of London, and from respect for his justly renowned character as a 
princely benefactor of his Country and mankind, a noble example of blameless 
private l ife and public worth as a C itizen of Bombay, and of spotless com­
mercial integrity as a most eminent British subject and Merchant in  India. 

" Ordered,-That the said Resolution be ornamentally written on vellum , 
signed by the Town Clerk, properly emblazoned, framed and glazed, and 
presented to Sir  J amsetjee J eejeebhoy." 

H e  ·was unanimously elected to the Honorary Freedom 
and Livery of this Company, J uly 2, 1 8 5 5 . H e  presented 
£2 5 0  to the poor of the Company, and a Pension has been 
founded, called after his name. Created a Baronet of the 
U nited K ingdom, August 6, 1 8 5 7. D ied April 1 4, 1 8 5 9. A 
portrait of h im is in the possession of the Company. 

Srn C U RS E TJ E E  J A M S E TJ E E  J E EJ E E B H OY, 
2 ND BARON ET, 

Eldest son of S ir  J amsetjee. Born October 9, I 8 I 1 ;  married 
first, Deenbaee, daughter of Dinshaw Corvarjee, of Bombay ; 
second Ruttonbaee Cursetjee, November 29 ,  1 8 3 5 .  H e  suc­
ceeded his Father as secorid Baronet, April 1 4, 1 8 5 9, and, by 
a Special Act of the Legislative Council of I ndia, (passed with 
the sanction of Queen V ictoria in r 860,) he assumed the name 
of the First Baronet, and by this Act all future holders of the 
title  are to relinquish their own names and to assume that of 
the F irst Baronet. H e  was elected an H onorary Freeman 
and Liveryman of the Company, J uly 2 ,  I 8 5 5. He d ied 
J uly 1 1 , 1 8 7 7 .  Photographs of him are in the Company's 
Collection. 

RU STOMJ E E  JAMS ETJ E E  J E EJ E E B H OY, 

The second son of S ir J amsetjee J eejeebhoy, Bart. , was born 
January 2 3, 1 8 24 .  Married Sonabaee Murcherjee, J anuary 
24, r 8 36. D ied April I 3, 1 8 7 2 .  H e  was elected an Honorary 
Freema1i and Liveryman of the Company in October, 1 864. 
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H e  presented £ 2 00 to the Company for the benefit of i ts 
poor, and a Pension has been established therewith, called 
after his name. 

Sm J A M S E TJ E E J E EJ E E B H OY, 3RD BARONET. 

Succeeded to the title on the death of his Father, J uly I r ,  
1 8 7 7. H e  w;:is born March 3 ,  1 8 5 1 ,  and married Terball , 
daughter of  Sapoorj ee Dhunj eebhoy, February 8, 1 869.  
Elected an Honorary Freeman and Liveryman of the Com­
pany, January 7 ,  r 8 79 .  

WI L L I AM H E N RY OV E RALL, F .S. A. ,  

L ibrarian to  the Corporation of London, ·was elected to  the 
H onorary Freedom and Livery of the Company on the 2 nd 
of J uly, 1 8 7 7. " Resolved, -That the Honorary Freedom and Livery of this Company be presented to Mr. W. H. Overall, the Librarian of the City of London, in recognition of his valuable services in connection with the Company's Library and Museum."  

J O H N  PO N D, F. R. S . ,  ASTRONOMER ROYAL. 

Born about 1 7 6 7. Educated at Maidstone Grammar School, 
from which he proceeded to Trin i ty College, Cambridge. 

I n  1 800, he made a journey to Lisbon and Malta, to 
pursue his observations on the fixed Stars. The researches 
then made were published in the " Phi losophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society " i n  1 806, and attracted the attention of  
Astronomers and scientific  men ,  by their accuracy and 
clearness of detail .  He became a Fellow of the Royal Society, 
and in  1 8 1  r was chosen to succeed Dr. Maskelyne as 
Astronomer Royal. I n  1 8 1 3 , the Company passed the 
following Resol ution :-" 1 8 1 3. October 1 r. :Resolved unanirnously, -That John Pond of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, in the County of K ent, Esquire, Astronomer Royal and Fellow of the Royal Society be , and he is hereby el ected a Member of this fellowship That he be requested to a ccept and take upon h im the Freedom of this Corporation as a mark of the sense this Court entertains o f  his exertions for the promotion o f  Science." 

0 2 
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He retired from his h igh office in  1 8 3 5 ; died Septem­
ber 7, 1 8 3 6 ; and was buried at Lee, K ent, i n  the same tomb, 
with Dr. Edmund H alley. 

As a practical Astronomer Mr. Pond had no superior ; 
few, i f  any, equals. H is perception of the capabil ities of 
instruments generally, and of the mode of using them, and his 
sagacity in  detecting and avoiding error, placed h im i n  the 
front rank of observers. The numerous fol io volumes of his 
observations, so highly appreciated by scientific men in  every 
part of the globe, ·are alone sufficient to show the extent and 
util ity of the work performed at Greenwich during the time 
the establ ishment ·was under his direction. He fi nished his  
catalogue of 1 , 1 1 3 stars in  1 8 33 .  H is ski l l  has been admitted 
by Astronomers of all nations. 

T H O MAS RE I D, EsQ. ,  

Of  Edinburgh, was presented with the H onorary Freedom of 
the Company, October r o, 1 8 2 5 .  " As a testimony of the estimation i n  which this Court holds his exertions for the advancement of the Arts placed under its Government." 

H e  dedicated to the Company his work, published in  
1 8 2 6, entitled a " Treatise on Clock and vVatch-making, 
Theoretical and Practical . "  

A n  engraved Portrait of h im ,  presented by M essrs. 
Charles Frodsham and Co. , m 1 8 74, is in the Company's 
possession . 
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M E E T I N G  P L A C E S .  

H I S Company have never been the fortunate pos­
sessors of a H all or permanent Place of Meeting, 
but have been wanderers s i nce their incorpor­
ation. They have usually met at one or other of 
the L ivery Companies' H alls, and sometimes, 

especially during the last century, at Taverns. S ince the 
removal of the London Tavern, they have held their M eetings 
at Guildhall. The following Extracts from their Records 
show the different M eeting Places, etc. :-" 1 642. September 29 .  The day aforesaid the Company of Clock­makers delivered and gave to the Company of Paynter-Stayners as a free Guift according to the agreement of both Companies unto their first propo­sitions One Chamber Clock for the which they were to have the use of their Hall  for some Meetings as occasion should require.' " 1 6 5 3 .  January 2 0. At this Court were opened and perused the writings and papers that were in the Company's Chest in Paynter-Stayners Hall for the standing of which Chest several years we did pay unto the Com­pany of Paynter-Stayners three pounds, which the Master and 'vVardens and Court of Assistants of the Paynter-Stayners at a Court of theirs did order we should pay unto them.0 " 1 654 .  January 8. T vir. Warden Hill and Mr. Warden Pennock and Mr. Coxeter were ordered by the Company to treat with the Company of Imbroderers for the use of their Hal l ,3 and agreed for one year at the rate of four pounds and if we use it at the general feast to give twenty shil lings more, and if there be any mislike to give half -a-year's warning at any time to each other.·1 " 1 6 5 5 .  July 1 2 .  I t  i s  this clay ordered that the Quarter Court shal l be held at the Imbroclerers Hall in the afternoon the 1 6th of this month at 3 o'clock in the afternoon.5 

, , ° Company's Journal I .  3 I n  Culler Lane. 4, s Company's Journal I. 
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" 1 6 7  r .  October 1 6. Ordered that for the space of the yeare nex t  
ensuing Monthly Courts shall be kept upon the  first Monday i n  each month 
at the sign of the Catt in  Long Lane betwixt the houres of ten and twelve 
and that for the three next Quarterly Courts the Master ·wardens and As­
s istants shall be summoned to appear by Nine of the clock and other 
l\fo mbers of the Company be summoned to appear at two i n  the afternoon. ' 

" 1 680. September 2 9. It was d iscoursed That the Company m ight 
have the use of B lacksm iths' Hall for e ight pounds a year And i t  was there­
upon appointed and desired that six of the Assistants will go and judge of the 
conveniences and give their report at the next Court." 0 

� 

JVo further entry 01t t!1e subject appears. 
" 1 684-5 . January 1 9. This Company having for some t ime past kept 

their Courts in Goldsmiths' Hall this Court referred and left i t  to the 
d iscretion and l iberty of  the Master and 'v\Tardens and Mr. Jeremy Gregory 
(being of the Goldsmiths' Company) to give them (the Goldsmiths) what 
satisfaction for it they (the Referees) shal l think fit. 3 

" 1 685 .  September ro .  Resolved that a piece of Plate of the val ue of 
£ 1 0  shall be presented and del ivered to the Goldsmiths.4 (A S i lver Tankard 
was presented to the Goldsmiths 2nd  October 1 685 . )"  

H ow long the Company continued to use the Goldsmiths' 
H all does not appear, the next entry on  the subject of  their 
place of M eeting occurs on the 3 r st August, r 698 ,  when the 
Master moved that instead of the " George " in I ronmonger 
Lane, some other convenient place in the C i ty m ight be 
found for the Company to keep their Courts in. Founders' 
H al l  being proposed as a proper place, a Committee ·was 
appointed to treat with the Founders' Company for the 
purpose, and to agree with them for the use of their  Hall for 
one year, on such reasonable terms as they might think fit. 5 

O n  the 5 th September, r 698 ,  the Master reported that 
an  agreement had been entered i nto with the Founders' 
Company for the use of their Hall ,  for all the meet ings of 
this Company for one year, for £5 r os. to the Company, 
and £ 2 to the Clerk. 6 

" 1 7 0 1 .  January 1 9. Ordered that the Tviaster and Wardens with such 
of the Assistants as they shall from t ime to time call in to their assistance 
shal l inquire into the nature and quality of Fishmongers' Hall in Thames 
Street (which i t  is  said i s  to be sold) and also to look out some other Hall or 
convenient place for h ire for the Company's Meeting and report their 
proceedings therein to the next Court.7 

" 1 7 0 1 .  February 2. The Master reported that he with the Wardens 
and one or two Assistants had viewed Saddlers' Ha l l  and found the same 
convenient for this Company's use, but the rent thereof they could not tell 
what it would be. Ordered that they do inquire the rent, &c. 8 

' · " Company's Journal I. 3, 4, 5, 6 Company's Journal I I .  7, s Company's Journal I l  T ,  



TH E CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. 1 93 " 1 702 .  August 2. The Clock l\fakers' Company to have the use of the Parlour (at Founders' Hall) for their meetings, at a rental of ten pounds per annum. ' " 1 70 2 .  September 2 9. Ordered that the :Yiaster and Wardens for the time being with such Assistants as they shall think fit to call in, do consider of continuing at this (Founders') Hall, or do find out some other hall, or other convenient place. 2 " 1 7 06.  February 3. Committee of the Founders' Company appointed to confer with the Clock Makers' Company, concerning their continuing in the Hall, and to raise the rent, or give them warning, as they shall think fit. 3 " 1 706-7. April. The Master acquainted the Court that the Com-pany of Founders, by their Master, had given him warning to leave their Hall at Midsummer next, and had acquainted them that they expected more rent if this Company continued the use of their Hall, Thereupon the Court thought fit to put the two Questions following, viz. :-" 1 st, "\i\Thether the Company shall advance any more rent for the use of the Hall .  This was carried in the negative. " 2nd, "\i\Thether this Company shall not advance any more rent, and shall accept the warning. This was carried in the affirmative. " Ordered that the Master of the Founders be acquainted that this Company do not think fit to advance any more rent for the use of their Hall. " Ordered that the Master and Wardens and such Assistants as they shall call in be a Committee to provide a convenient place for the Company to meet in at next Quarter Court. 4 " 1 70 7. J �1 ly 7. The Master and Wardens reported the matter about finding a convenience for the Meeting of this Company and the terms they had agreed upon for the use of this (Cutlers') Hall v iz' Ten Pounds 1:> Annum and 5s. p Quarter for cleaning the Hall and that the Cutlers' Company had proposed a method by Lease between the Master and Vlardens of each company for certainty of terms. Ordered that this Company will indemnifie the Master and "\i\Tardens from any damage they may sustain by their entering into the said lease in trust and for the use of the said Company. 5 " 1 708.  November 1 .  Paid for the Lease from the Cutlers' Company to this Company for the use of their Hall £ 2 7s. 6rl." 6 

I n  I 7 r o, negotiat ions were opened with the Merchan t 
Taylors' Company for the use of their Court Room and Hal l ,  
and it  was subsequently  reported-" That the Company might have the use of their Court Room, H al l, Kitchen and other conveniences for the business of this Company for the Sum of £20 a year and not under. "_ 

,, 2, J Annals or the Fo11nclers' Company, \;y'illiam M. v\lilliams,  p. 20 1 .  " · s_Company's Journal I I I. . - � · _ _ , _ _ . 6 This Lease, dated 7th J uly, 1 707, and signed by J ol i n  hnch, J ohn I epys, Darnel 
Quare and George Etherington, was purchased at an  old bookseller's and presented lo  lhe 
Company in 1877, by Sidney Young, Esq . 
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In 1 7 1  2, the Master, \i\Tardens, etc. ,  ·were authorized to 
treat with the Master and Wardens of the Stationers' Com­
pany, about the use of their Hall . 

In 1 7 1 3 , i t  was proposed to remove the Courts from 
Cutlers' Hall to Weavers' H all, and inquiries were directed to 
be made as to terms, etc. ; and the Clerk of the former Com­
pany was to be applied to as to the use of the Room next the 
Court Room, which the Company formerly enjoyed. The 
M aster stated at the next Meeting that the Clerk of the Cutlers' 
Company had directed the l ittle Room to be cleared when 
this Company met. 1 

This arrangement seems to have satisfied all parties for 
some years, but i n  1 74 1  i t  was determined to remove to 
Leathersellers' H all , and to give notice of  leaving Cutlers' 
H all at the ensuing Lady-day. 2 The cost of M eeting at 
Leathersellers' Hall was £ ro a year. 

I n  1 75 7  i t  was agreed to leave Leathersellers' Hall at 
M ichaelmas, but on acquainting their Clerk with the order he 
offered the use of i t  without rent, which was referred for further 
consideration. 3 No rent appears to have been paid after this 
elate. 

Their Meetings ceased to be held at Leathersellers' H al l  
i n  1 764. At the  close of that year the  Court met  at the 
" Paul's H ead Tavern," Cateaton Street. I n  November, 1 7 7 2 ,  
i t  was resolved that for the future the business of  the Company 
should be transacted at the " Oueen's Arms Tavern," St. Paul's 
Churchyard, but this place ;;:-ot being found convenient, the 
Court returned to the " Paul's H ead Tavern." 

I n  September, 1 800, the " Paul's H ead Tavern," being 
closed, the Company met at the " London Tavern," where 
they remained until 1 802 ,  when they removed to the " K ing's 
H ead Tavern," Poultry, which was their permanent abode 
until 1 8 5 1 .  In 1 8 1 1 ,  an attempt was made to purchase or rent 
premises in Garlick H il l  for the :Meetings of the Company, 
but it failed. The " K ing's H ead Tavern," being taken clown, 
they returned to the " London Tavern " in November, 1 8  5 r .  
I n  M ay, 1 8 76, this property having been disposed of, the 
Court of Assistants resolved that their future Quarterly 
Meetings should be held at the Guildhall, where they still 
continue. 

,, 0, 3 Company's Journal III .  
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S E A RC H  C O U RT M E E T I N GS.  

I t  was the custom for the M embers of the Search Courts, 
with the Master and \tVardens, to hold their Meetings in the 
district where they intended to carry out the powers granted 
by the Charter and Bye-Laws-viz . ,  to search, survey, and 
view the making or working of any wares or merchandizes, or 
other works belonging to the Trade, Art, or M ystery of 
Clockmaking. The following l ist of old C ity Taverns, where 
such M eetings were held, will be in teresting to many :-

1 660. 
1 663  
1 664. 
1 666 .  
1 6 6 7 . 
1 69 2 . 
1 693 .  

l 7 00. q o r .  
I 702 .  

l 7 l ?. . 
1 7 1 8. 
1 7 2 2 . 

q 26. 
1 7 2 7 .  
1 7 2 8. 
1 7 .30 .  
1 7 3 2 ·  

I 7 3 3 · 
1 7 34· 

l 7 3 5 · 

The " George Inn," Ivy Lane. 
The " Feathers Tavern, " St. Paul's Churchyard. 
The " Three Sugar Loaves," in Lothbury. 
The " Dolphin," in  Abchurch Lane. 
The " Castle Tavern," Fleet Street. 
The " Crown Tavern," Smithfield. 
The " Cat," Long Lane, Smithfield. 
The " Bull Head Tavern," Gracechurch Street. 
The " Half  Moon Tavern," Cheapside. 
The " Swan," Old Change. 
The " Swan," Exchange Alley, Cornhi ll. 
The " Rose Tavern," Bi rchen Lane .  
The " Angel and Crown," Threadneedle Street. 
The " Swan," in Old Fish Street. 
The " Bell Tavern," St. Nicholas Lane. 
The " Greyhound," in Fleet Street. 
The " Crown Tavern," Fleet Street. 
The " Half Moon Tavern," Cheapside. 
The " Sun  Tavern," Threadneedle Street. 
The " Globe," i n  Hatton Garden. 
The " .Angel and Crown Tavern," Ludgate Hill. 
" Sarah's Coffee House," Cheapside. 
" Peele's Coffee House," in Fleet Street. 
The " Sun  Tavern ," behind St. Paul's. 
The " Castle Tavern," Lombard Street. 
The " King's Arms," by Temple Bar. 
The " Naggs-head Tavern," Cheaps ide. 
The " Crown and Cushion," in  Bread Street. 
The " Mitre," i n  Fenchurch Street. 
The " Sun," in  Fish Street Hill. 
The " Fleece," Cornhil l .  
The " Feathers Tavern," Cheapside. 
The " Globe Tavern," in Stocks Market. 
The " Fountain Tavern," in Bartholomew Lane. 
The " George Inn," George Yard, Lombard Strer:: l .  
The " Globe Tavern," Moorgate. 
" Steele's Coffee House," in Bread Street. 
The " Pope's Head Tavern." 
The " Ship Tavern," in Bartholomew Lane .  
The " King's Arms Tavern," Lombard Street. 
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1 743. 
1 7 60. 

1 7 7 1 .  
l 7 7 2 .  
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The " Salutation Tavern," Budge Row. 
The " Runner's Tavern," Queen Street. 
The " Globe and Sceptre," Old Bailey. 
The " White H art," Bishopsgate. 
The " ·white Lyon Tavern," Corn h ill . 
The " Sun Tavern," lVIilk Street. 
The " Dog Tavern," Garlick Hill. 
The " Queen's Head," St. Paul's Churchyard. 

F E A ST S . 

T
H E  social meetings of this Company were originally few, 

and were held at different Companies' Halls, mostly at 
that of the Leathersellers. · Prior to the M aster's Feast­
clay, it was the custom to elect from among the Members 
not on the Court of Assistants, three or four to the office of 
Steward, the distinction entailing upon them the payment of 
certain fees or fines, which went towards the expenses of the 
Feast. This custom, however, has long s ince fallen i nto 
disuse. 

The following entries from the J ournals of the Company, 
give some i nteresting particulars as to the arrangements made 
for the Feasts, and the places at which they were held :-

" 1 639. October 7 .  At a Court holden the 7 th day of October, 1 639 ,  
were chosen Stewards for the l\!Jaster's feast Oswell Durant and Thomas 
Dawson for the year ensuing, and willingly did accept of i t, and then it  was 
ordered that the Master ·wardens and Assistants should pay for them and 
their wives 4 shillings and the rest of the Company to pay for themselves 
2 shillings a piece and the Assistants that brought not their wives to pay but 
2 shill ings and sixpence.' 

" 1 656. July 2 3. The same day Mr. Fromantle voluntarily and freely 
promised £ 5 by way of fine to be paid to the Company the next feast day to 
be excused for holding Steward.° 

,, 2 Company's Journal I .  



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' CO;\I PANY. 1 9 7 " 1 6 64. July 2 2 . The feast appointed to be held at the Mitre Tavern Wood Street and the order of the 2 3rd July 1 663  to be observed and that none but the Court of Assistants and their wives and such as have passed the degree of Stewards and their wives to come to the feast this year, and that for the prevention of disorder and exception the Clerk shall make a list in writing of the Assistants and Stewards according to their priority according to which they and their wives shall be called by the Clerk and placed at the table. ' " 1 6 72 .  July 3 .  Edward Norris having been summoned appeared and being acquainted that he was next in course to be one of the this year's Stewards, accepted of the place and was content to hold it with Mr. Richard Jarett, whereupon it was appointed that the dinner shall be kept on Thursday the 8th of August, at the George Inn Ironmonger Lane, And that the Master, 1vVardens, and Assistants, present Stewards, and those that have served or fined for the office of Steward and their wives, and those only shall be invited, and each couple to pay to the present Steward 4/0 and each single person 2/6 ,  upon receipt of their t icketts of Invitation. 0 " 1 67.3. July 2 3 . Ordered that the annual feast be held at Cooks' Hall Aldersgate Street on Thursday the 1 4th of August.3 " 1 6 74. July 6 .  Ordered that on the next Michaelmas Quarterly Court day and on all :Michaelmas Quarter Court days for the future only the Court of Assistants and such as have served or fined for Stewards and such as shall be made free upon those respective Michaelmas Quarter Court days shall dine at the dinner for that day.4 1 6 77 .  July 2 6. The Feast held at Goldsmiths Hall " 1 6 78.  July r. Ordered that whatsoever Member of the Company or h is wife or person representing her shall at the Company's feast take upon him or her the liberty to set him or herself at the Table above his true degree in the Company or above the degree of her husband or of the wife she represents, the Member who, or whose wife or wife's representative shall so do shall therefore forfeit and pay 5 /0 to the use of the poor. 5 1 693 .  August 3. l f The Feasts held at Cooks' Hall without " 1 696 .  September 1 7. Aldersgate. " 1 70 1. Apnl 7 .  Ordered at the Stewards' feasts of this Company the Masters' friends shall always sit next him and the 1Na1dens' friends with and next them at the tables they are placed at, and not to be displaced upon any account, and this lo be a standing order.6 1 70 1 . -3 . -4. The Stewards Feasts were kept at Stationers' Hall .  " 1 705 .  August 29 .  Paid by lVIr. vyarden Finch for the  use . of Leathersellers' Hall for the Stewards' Feast th 1s year £ 2 and more £ 1 which the Company allowed Mr. vVareham the Cook, &c .7 In 1 707-8 and 9 The Stewards' Feasts were kept at Leathersellers' Hall. In 1 7  rn At Mercers' Hall Cheapside. 
' · 0, 3 Company's Journal I .  . _ 4 At this time the Dinner was provided for out of the Stewards' Imes, ::t fourth part of 

the expenses only being defrayed by the .Company. s, 6. 7 Company's Journal I I I. 
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In 1 7 1 1 - 1 7 1 2  and 13 A t  Stationers' Hall. 
In 1 7 14- 1 7 1 5  and 1 7 1 6  at Leathersellers' Hal l .  
In 1 7 1 7  at the same Hal l .  The entry records that :Mr. Davies (a Quaker) 

performed the Cookery thereof but very indifferently. " '  

For some years afterwards, the Feasts were annually 
held in the month of August, at Leathersellers' Hall. 

In the years I 743 and I 7 5 7 ,  the following Resolutions 
were passed :-

" 1 743. September 2 9 . Resolved that the custom of treating the 
Stewards after their Feast be wholly laid aside, and instead of i t  that the 
surn of Eight pounds be continued by quarterly payments to the poor. 2 

" 1 7 5 7 .  January 1 7 .  It was agreed that the Ladies' Feast should be 
discontinued."  3 

I n  I 804, several regulations were made limiting the 
expenditure for the Company's Festivities, which were further 
modified in I 807, and again in I 8 I 2 .  

I n  1 8 2 9 ,  i t  was determined t o  invite a portion o f  the 
Livery in rotation according to seniority to dine with the 
Court of Assistants, 20 being selected each year. I n  I 843,  
the whole of the Livery were. ordered to be invited, which 
practice has s ince been continued, and they are now enter­
tained twice a year ; with the occasional privilege of bringing 
a friend. 

To commemorate the completion of  the second century 
of the incorporation of the Company, the M embers dined 
together on  Monday the 2 2 nd of August, 1 8 3 1 .  

O n  the 8 th o f  June, I 860, a special banquet was given in  
honour of the  Right Hon .  John Carter, F. R.A. S . ,  then Lord 
Mayor and Master of the Company ; and on the 2nd of July, 
1 866, a banquet was held to celebrate the F irst Centenary of 
the Company's existence as a Livery Company. 

It is customary in this Company, when the J unior Mem­
bers of the Court of Assistants reach the n umber of eight, 
that they should invite the Court of Assistants and their 
Ladies to a banquet at their expense. This is called the 
" Colts D inner. " The last was given at Greenwich on June I 4, 
1 866. The " Colts " being C .  Frodsham, M r. Alderman 
Carter, W. Rowlands, G. vV. Adams, J .  Addison, VI/. Lawley, 
and G. Moore. 

1 Company's Journal I I I .  0
, 3 Company's Journal IV. 
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A R CH I V E S . 

T H E  Company having no H all, it was the custom for the 
M aster for  the time being to have the charge of the 

Records, together with the Plate and any other valuables, these 
being deposited for safety in  the Company's Strong Chest. I t  
wil l  b e  seen from the following Extracts that t l te Chest was 
frequently conveyed from one encl of the C i ty to the other, 
yet, in spite of its viciss itudes, the Archives and Documents 
are still perfect. 

" 1 658 .  April 5 . This Court and quarter day the Assistants before 
named being present, It being put to the vote concerning the removing the 
great C!1est wherein is the Charter and ordinances in the hands of Mr. 
Edward East, he  desiring i t  may be  removed ; Now i t  is agreed with the 
consent of  Mr . Robert Grinkin to be removed to the said lVIr. Grinkin's 
House in  Fleet street but because it would not enter into his house, It is set 
up to oe kept in St. Dunstan's Vestry house, there to remain till further order 
be taken . '  

" 1 65 9 .  November 9. Memento that the Keyes of the ou ld Chest 
which is in St. Dunstan's church are in  Mr. Hill's hands.2 

" This Court day Mr. Hill delivered to J VI r. Hackett all the Plate, the 
Charter, JVIr. East's bonds one of £100 and another of £ 1 0  with ye chest 
and both the Wardens Bonds with several l  Books of Records of the Company, 
al l which are put into the chest and sent unto our Master's house, which our 
Master is to give a Bond of £200 to give a true account of, when he shall 
be required to i t  by ye Company, casualty with Fier excepted only. 

" 1 660;  October 8 .  This Court day the Plate, the Chest, with the 
Charter and ordinances and other things were del ivered to the New Master 
and ·wardens and they did give bond to make a true account, The \Vardens, 
bonds are put into the Chest, The Master's bond is in Renter Warden 
Gregory's hand and the schedule is with the boncl.3 

" 1 663 .  October 1 5 .  Mr. John Pennock now Master of the Company 
recei·ved from Mr. Nicholas Coxeter the last Master of the Company al l  the 
Plate, the Charter and ord inances, and all other things lately in his possession 
and keeping as Master, the which were locked up  in the Chest and carried 
to :rvr r. Pennock's house in Loath bury, the particulars whereof are ment ioned 
in a Schedule annexed to the Bond now given by Mr. Pennock according to 
the order of the last Court.'1 

,. 2 , 1, 4 Company's J ourn:il I .  



200 THE CLOCK.MAKERS'  COMPANY. " 1 67 2 .  October 7 .  lVIr. Samuel Horne the new Master was thereupon sworn and tooke his place, and Mr. Nicholas Coxeter the late Master, delivered up to him the Company's Books, Chest, Charter, Ordinances, Plate, and other things usually kept therein, and also the Pattent for the Company's Coat of Armes, the Hatchment upon .. Wainscott, and the three brass Standards. ' " r  6 76.  October 9th. " DIRECTIONS TO UNLOCK AND LOCK THE COi\[PANYES C HEST. ' I t hath 3 Locks and 3 Keyes, the Locks are marked or numbered from the Left hand to the Right, r. 2. and 3. and each key hath a labell of Parchment fixed to it marked or numbered according to the Lock which it serveth.° " ' To unlock the Chest the Key 3. must be put into the Lock 3. and the Lock unlocked and the Key to rernayne in it, next the Key 2. into the Lock 2. and that unlocked, and the Key to remayne in it, And last the Key r .  into the Lock r .  and that unlocked and the Key to rernayne in  i t .  Then will the Chest open. " ' To lock it, turne towards the left hand the Key r .  and take it out, next the Key 2 .  soe, and next the Key 3. soe, Then is the Chest fast. " ' The lVIaster is to keepe the Key-3 . " ' The Upper Warden the Key-2.  " ' The Renter Warden the Key-- r . '  " r 688.  February 4 .  The Chest was this clay removed from the Clerk's House to the lVIaster's house and the £ 500 paid by the Goldsmiths' Company locked up in the said Chest. 3 " 1 70 1. June 2. Ordered that there be a book provided for the use of the Company wherein to enter all cases, orders and proceedings of this Company in relation to any advice of counsel had or to be had upon the Charter or Bye Laws of the Company or any suit of law begmYor prosecuted or upon any of them, and the original Papers to be lockt up in the Chest."  4 
There is no evidence of what became of the Old Chest, 

but in I 766 a new one was provided made of  Oak. It has the 
following inscription on a brass plate on the l id. 5 " THE CHEST OF THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF C LOCKMAKERS, August 2 ,  1 766.  lVIr. T HOi\fAS HUGI-IES, MASTER. l\fr. DANIEL FENN, \ Mr. PETER Hrccs, \VARDENs." Mr. BOYER GLOVER, 

, . ° Company's Journal I .  
4 Company's Journal I I I .  

3 Company's Journal I L  
s Company's Journal I \-. 
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I t  has four Locks,' The  Keys being labelled : r .-The 
Master. 2 .-The Senior \iVarden, 3 .-The Renter \iVarden. 
4 .-The J un ior vVarden. 

October 30th, r 766.  Paid fo1� Chest £ r r 8 .  o .  
O n  the r 3th of October, r 8 7 3 ,  the Court determined to 

have this Chest properly repaired before deposit ing it i n  the 
Guildhall L ibrary. 

I n  r 803 several M embers of the Court of Assistants 
expressed a desire that the Records of the Company should 
be examined, and a list made of their various official and 
other documents, and on the 9th of J anuary, r 804, a Com­
mittee was appointed for _the purpose. Subsequently, a 
lengthened report ·was presented i n  ·which they stated i n  detail 
the property belonging to the Company and then contained i n  
the  Chest. 

M ost of the documents enumerated in the report with 
many others have since been arranged, catalogued, and bound 
in  volumes u nder the following heads :-

Charter, Bye- Laws, and Act of  Common Council, for 
establishing and regulating the Company.  

Apprentices. The Payment of Quarterage, \iVatch 
Papers, Petitions to Parl iament, &c. ,  relating to the 
importation and exportation of \iVatches, Clocks, &c., Gifts 
to the Company for the Poor, &c. , see the printed Catalogue 
of the L ibrary, pages 40 to 6 r .  

Also, a volume entitled, " The Charter, Bye- Laws, Grant 
of  Arms, Charitable Bequests, and other Official Documents 
il lustrating the H istory of the Company." 

On  the cover is an engraved brass plate, with the Arms 
of the  City of London and the Company, bearing the  following 
inscription-

" Death could not cause my love t o  dye ; 
JVIy l ove doth l ive though dead am I . "  

" The free guift of Richard J\forgan to the C lockmakers of London. 
Symon Hackett, Master, 1 64 7 ;  Thomas Al lcock, Onesiphorus Heiden,  

, wardens. Engraved by I .  Droeshout, 1 7 6½,2 

A volume contain ing the Copy of the Charter and Bye­
Laws, with several other matters connected with the history 

Vide Bye Law XLIX.  Page 42. 
A relative, doubtless, of  Mart in Droeshout, who engraved the Portra i t  of Shakespeare 

or the first edit ion of his works. 
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of the Company, also a list of the Masters from 1 63 2  to 1 7 1 6 ; 
Wardens from 1 63 2  to 1 7 1 2 ; Assistants from 1 63 2  to 1 69 7. 

" NoTE.-This book is all that I had of Mrs. Goodwin, after her 
husband's d isease, for my nine years' service in assisting him in the 
Clerkship of the Clockmakers' Company. The collection  was made for his 
private use and no ways belongs to the Company ; when I die i t  will be 
worth to my successor (whomsoever he shall be) twenty guineas, which I 
charge them whose hands it shall fall into not to part with it under. ·witness 
my hand, this 2 0th day of February, anno dni. 1 7 1 7 . FRANCIS SPEIDELL." 

" r st April , 1 745.-The Renter Warden was desired to give a guinea to 
Mr. Shuckburgh for a Book, now produced, which appeared to b�  of  the 
handwriting o f  Mr. Goodwin, a former clerk, containing copies of  the 
Charter, Bye Laws, and other things relating to the Company." 

A Copy of the Charter i ncorporating the Company, ·with 
the Bye-Laws, examined by Tutet and Howse. The Act of 
Common Council for Regulating the Fellowship authenticated 
by Sir J ames H odges, K nt. , Town Clerk, 1 76 5 .  

Copy o f  the Charter, Bye Laws, Ac t  of Common 
Council, &c. , with I ndex . 

The Roll of Apprentices, with the elate of their Appren­
ticeship, to whom they were bound, and when they were 
admitted to the Freedom, from the time of the incorporation 
in  1 6  3 2 to I 694, alphabetically arranged. The names of the 
Stewards from 1 639  to 1 696 (some years, hmvever, are wanting) , 
also a List of 2 46 persons carrying on the trade in or near the 
City in  1 78 2 . 

The series of Records, called the Journals of the Company, 
begin in 1 63 2, and are continued to the present time :-

FROM TO 

J ournal I .  1 2 th October, 1 63 2  6th December, 1 680. 
2 .  1 3 th January, 1 680 2 7th October, 1 699 .  
3. 2 7th October, 1 699 23rd October, l 7 29 .  
4 .  2 3rd October, r 7 2 9  2 2 nd  October, l 7 78 .  
5 .  2 nd N overnber, 1 7 78 29th October, 1 804. 
6. 5 th November, 1 804 9th October, l 8 l 5 .  
7 .  2 6th October, 1 8 1 5  2 nd June, 1 8 28 .  
8 .  7th July, 1 8 2 8  4th J anuary, 1 84 5 .  
9. r 3 th J anuary, 1 845 5 th J anuary, 1 864. 

1 0. 1 1  th January, 1 864 3rd January, I 8 78.  

The first 5 volumes were repaired in  18 1 3 . 
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F R E E D O M  B O O K S. 
FROM TO 

r .  5 th J uly, r 736 .  1 st December, 1 7 7 7. 
2 .  1 2 th J anuary, 1 7 78. 4th December, 1 809. 

3 .  
4. 

These books were signed by the Freemen upon 
admission. The first volume has an Alphabetical 
I ndex. 

STAM P B O O K S. 

7th October, I 7 2 3 .  3 rd November, r 7 r 2 .  . . .  
5 th September, r 7 20. 5 th September, 1 7 5 7. 

These have no I ndexes. 

5. 7th No vember, 1 7 5 7 . . . .  6th M arch, 1 786. 
6.  3rd April, I 786 .  2nd  December, r 8 r r .  

These are both I ndexed. 

7 - A Record of the admissions to the Freedom from 
r 77 5, clown to the present time. Arranged alphabetically .  

8 .  The Livery Admission Book, 7th J uly, r 766, to 
the present  t ime, I ndexed. 

L I B RARY. 

The difficulty of  acquiring a general knowledge of  the 
various i nventions and improvements which had been made, 
from time to time, in the Science of H orology, ·was long felt  
by the M embers of the Court of Assistants, as well as by 
some of the prominent Trade M embers of the Company. 
The few works of  value written in Engl ish, relating to the 
theory and practice of  the Art of Clock and vVatchmaking, 
made them desirous of securing several treatises of great 
'interest and importance written in French. 

It was also thought that much valuable t ime might be 
saved to the practical mechan ic, and even to the amateur, if  
an opportun ity could be given them, of seeing what advance­
ment had been · made in this very important branch of 
industry. 

r 
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The Court of Assistants, on the 2 nd of N ovember, 1 8 1 3 , 
Resolved-" That it is expedient that this Company should possess, and from time to time procure such Books, Pamphlets and Tracts as have been written and published respecting or appertaining to the subject of the Art placed under the government of this Corporation. '  " 1 8 1 4. January' r o. Resolved unanimously That a permanent Com­mittee be appointed and empowered to carry this object into effect. That the said Committee do report progress at every l:VI idsummer and Christmas Quarterly Court respectively. That the said Committee do meet at the expense of its several Members and that the Junior l\1Iem ber of the said Committee from time to time in attendance do write the Minutes of its proceedings in a Book to be kept for that purpose. " That the said Committee do consist of Dr. Robert Hamilton Benj"' Vulliamy, Henry Clarke, John Jackson Jun'· Fred"· Barraud, and Justin Vulliamy." 

Valuable additions were, from time to t ime, made both 
by presentation and by purchase, and in r 830 a Catalogue 
of the L ibrary was completed, printed, and ;".sued to the 
Members. 

The d ifficulty of granting access to the L ibrary, and also 
to the collection of specimens of Chronometers, Clocks, 
\i\Tatches, and \i\Tatch M ovements, possessed by the Company, 
the want of space for properly arranging the specimens, etc. , 
led to the following communication being addressed to the 
Senior Member of the Court of Assistants, by Mr. Deputy 
Atkins, then Clerk of the Company :-

" My Dear Mr. Grant, " Cowper's Court, Cornhill, 
" December 5tl1, I87I. " I am reminded by the near approach of the coming year, that in January next I shall have completed the 30th year of my service, as Clerk of our Company, and I cannot ignore the fact, that in the ordinary course of events, circumstances may occur, and that at no very lengthened · period, when my connection with the Company, so far as relates to the official position I occupy, must cease. I may say that I have no present intention to resign a position I have held for so many years, and one in which it has been my privilege to make so many friends, but I feel it is not out of place to make this communication to you as the Senior and only surviving Member (with one exception) who was on the Court at the time of my appointment. " The more immediate object, however, of my writing to you, is upon the subject of our Library and Museum, which in former years occupied so much of your attention, but which, as you are aware, has now become almost a dead letter, and I should very much like before the time arrives, when 

' Company's Journal VI. 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS'. CO;\IPANY. I rn.ay cease to have any active interest in  the affairs of the Company, to see them placed upon a more solid and secure foundation. I have thought a great de:i.l on this matter, and as to the best way of making them not only useful, but to place them in a position where by free access on the part of the Public, and thereby becoming better known, they might form the nucleus of a much larger and more important collection. You are doubtless aware that the Corporation of London are building a magnificent Library and JVIuseum which is fast approaching completion, and which I believe wil l  be second to none in the kingdom, and my proposition is, i f  it meet with the concurrence of the Court, to open negociations for their reception by the Corporation, upon terms hereafter to be agreed, whereby they would be at all times open to the Public, and those interested in Horological matters. I of course do not for a moment, mean that the Company should part with a single iota of their right or interest in their property, it should still be theirs and cal led by their name, and subject to remov:i.l, on proper notice, at the pleasure of the  Court. Being a Member of the  Library Committee of the Corporation, and knowing the great desire they have to avail themselves of every opportunity of extending its usefulness, I feel sure ::ilmost that such a proposition would  be gladly received, and that in the event of arrangements being come to for their transfer to Guildhall, they would have the greatest possible amount of c::ire and attention bestowed upon them. " I enclose a few suggestions which have occurred to my mind as to the regulations under which they might be deposited, should the Court be willing to negociate for their transfer, and the Corporation agree to accept the responsibility of their care . . " As you are the only remaining M ember of our Libr::iry Committee, I have ventured to address you on this subject, and should what I have shadowed forth coincide with your views, and be thought worthy of being entertained, I should feel greatly obliged if you would kindly bring the matter formal ly before the Court at an early opportunity. " I  ::im, my Dear :Mr. Grant, " Yours very truly, " S. ELLIOTT ATKINS, Clerk ." 
The foregoing letter hav ing been laid befor e the Court 

of Assistants by M r. Grant, at their M eeting on the 8th of 
April, 1 8 7 2 ,  and the suggestions contained therein having 
been duly considered and unan imously approved , the Court 
passed the follo-wing order :-" Resolved unanimously. That the Clerk be requested to communicate with the Corporation of the City of London so as to ascertain upon what conditions they would undertake the charge of the Company's Library and Museum maintaining the same in proper order and finding suitable accom­modation therefor in their new Library subject to removal by either party on proper notice, and to report to this Court. " 1 8 7 2. Ju ly  8. The C lerk reported that the Library Committee of the Corporation had presented a report to the Court of Common Council recommending the acceptance of the offer made by th is Cornp::iny to deposit its Library and Collection of Ancient Watches in the New Libr::iry ::ind Museum of the City of London and that the report had been referred back to the Committee to prep::ire a deed upon terms mutual l y  to be agreed upon. 

l' 2 



2 0 6  THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. " 1 873. April 7. The Deed of Trust conveying the Company's Library and Museum to the Corporation of London was read, and it was unanimously Resolved That the Corporate Seal of the Company be affixed thereto which was accordingly clone in open Court." 
The City's seal having been attached by the Corporation 

to the Deed of Trust, shortly afterwards the transfer took 
place, the Library being deposited i n  the new Committee 
Room of the Guildhall Library, and the Collection of Ancient 
\i\T atches, Clocks, etc. , i n  the lVI useum. 

On  the 6th of April ,  1 8 74, i t  was-

I 
" Resolved un:rnimously That the Master and ·wardens, together w i th such Members of the Court as may desire to accompany them, do visit the Company's Library and lVIuseurn at the Guildhall of the C ity of London some time during the month of lVIarch in each year, and that they do report the state and condition thereof at the Lady-day Quarter Court then next ensuing. " It was also ordered That a new Catalo� _.e of the Books in the J Company's Library be compiled l.Jy lVIr. ,V. H. Overall, the Librarian to the Corporat ion, the said Catalogue to contain the MSS. recently arranged by him and also the ,Vatches and Watch Movements and al l  other articles belonging to the Company recently deposited in the Guildhall Library and lVIuseurn of the C i ty of London." ' 

' � � 
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PLATE . 

I
N the troublous period of 1 643-48, many of the Com­

panies were compelled to part ,:vith their Plat e to meet 
the heavy demands made upon them, first by the K ing, and 
then by the Parliament. In 1 643,  Parl iament passed an 
ordinance for  a weekly assessment throughout the Kingdom, 

' This w::is completed and issued in the fol lowing year. 
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the City o f  London's share being £ r o,ooo per  week. The 
Common Council , on  the I 8th of July, I 643 , passed an Act to 
provide a Loan of  £50,000, and on the I I th of August 
following, another for the same amount ; each Company had to 
provide a certain proportion according to its position. O n  
N ovember 30th, I fi48, the Lord Mayor and Common Council 
received a Letter from Sir Thomas Fairfax, informing them of 
the approach of the Parl iamentary Forces, and directing the 
C ity to raise an immediate supply of £40,000, ·when more 
Plate was sacrificed . This Company had several pieces of 
Plate presented by different Members, which escaped the 
melting pot. 

N umerous entries referring to gifts of Plate, etc. , by 
M embers, some i n  part payment for their admission, and 
others to be excused serving Offices, etc. , are to be found in 
the Company's Journals. 

I n  1 6 5 2  the Plate was described and weighed, but a 
few years afterwards the whole, with the exception of a S ilver 
Gilt Cup and Cover, the gift of M r. William Petit, was sold, 
the proceeds being devoted towards the purchase of two large 
S ilver Tankards.  

Some additions have, however, been made i n  recent  
years, amongst others a valuable Cup,  used on  festive 
occas10ns, to which further reference is made hereafter. 

" 1 63 5 .  October 2 6. Received of l\ilr. Almond the 2 6th of October being a Court and Quarter day a S i lver Incase and Outcase to the value of XXs. which he gave to the use of the Company. " 1 636. January 1 8. Mr. Henry Barraud presented a silver and gilt spoon. " 1 642. July 2 5. lVIr. Bowyer did present to this Fellowship one great chamber Clock desiring in consideration thereof !1ereafter to be freed from all Offices in this Fellowship with which this Company are contented, and do order that the said Mr. Bowyer shall for ever hereafter be exempted from place, office, and service except in case be be willing thereto, and except only his u sual quarterage, and search money, formerly paid and hereafter to , be paid to this fellowship, and binding his Apprentices thereto according to his oath.' " 1 6 5 1 .  April 7. Robert Grinkin delivered up to the Renter "\Varden Mr. Robert Smith one Silver Dish being the gift of David lVIoody one Silver Wine Cup being the gift of Robert Whitwell and three Silver Spoons wi th gilt heads.° 
, , o Company's Journal I .  



THE CLOCK.i\[AK.ERS' COM PANY. " 1 6 5 2. October 4. :rvir. John Pennock did give unto the Company a fine House Clock of his own making, in consideration of his fine, being an Assistant. '  " 1 6 5 2 . November 20. There several! peeces of  plate followinge were weighed being then in the hands of Mr. Edward East, Treasurer of  the Company. " Imprimis one silver flatt Cupp being the guifte of John Whitlach, Clockmaker weighing 7 ounces 4 pennyweight. " One oval! chast sugar dish being the guift of Jacob Hulst, Clockmaker weighing 7 ounces 7 pennyweight. " One round chast sugar dish of silver weighing 6 ounces and a halfe being the guift of David Ivioody. " One silver Wyne Bowle weighing 6 ounces 1 0  penny weight being the guift of Robert \Vhitwell, Clockmaker. " One silvei· Beere Bowle weighing 9 ounces one penny weight being the guift of Abraham Beckner, Clockmaker. " Likewise foure silver spoones weighinge 6 ounces 1 4  penny weight being the severall guifts of severall other Clockmakers. " Likewise two Silver and guilt spoc .�es, one of them the guift of  'William Partridge, Clockmaker, having the figure of  a Bishopp on the topp. " Likewise there is in Mr. East's hands one flat Silver Cupp weighing 4 ounces 1 4  pennyweight which Mr. Jeremy Gregorye gave unto the Company the 4th of April 1 6 5 3. " 1 6 53. April 4. Mr. Jeremy Gregory presented a silver dish to the Company weighing 4 ounces 14 penny 1Yeight, which was the gift for his admittance.° " 1 654 .  July 3 .  Ivir. Paul Lowell the elder did deliver to the Renter Warden one Silver Wine bowl weighing in full of all demands due to the Company.3 " All which severall parcells of Plate doe ,,·eigh in all fifty foure ounces Qnd thirteene pennyweight. 4 " 1 6 56. June 2. This Court clay l VIr. Grinkin did del iver to the lVIaster, John Nicasius, one Silver Boale being the guift of Mr. Guiliam Petitt." 5 

I t  bears the following i nscription :-, . ' Dono datum Horologicorum Societati a Guillielmo Petit, 1 6 5 5 . '  " 1 9 59 .  Ju l y  2 8. This Court cby Mr. Nicholas Sparkes presented the Company with a piece of plate being a charge in l ieu of his fine for not holding Steward. 6 " 1 660.  November 1 2. This Court day all the Plate was weighed particularly and it  was found to be all right and never a piece missing.7 " 1 664. October 3. William North presented the Comp:my with a Silver Chased drinking Cup marked W. N. and weighing 7 ozs. and 2 d1Yt. being his fine to be excused from serving Stewarcl.8 
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TH E CLOCIOL-\KERS' COMPANY. 2 09 

. " 1 686 .  March 7. All the pieces of plate belonging to the Company which have been usually kept in the Chest and expressed in a Schedule annexed to the Bond given by each IVIaster upon his corning into his :Master­ship were brought to and seen at this Court, And upon consideration all the pieces (except the Gilt Cup and Cover the Gift of :i\fr. ·wm. Petit and the Tankard the Gift of Mr. Thomas 'Nhaplett) are small pieces useless or unfit for the Company. It was determined and ordered That all of them except the said Cup and Cover and Tankard shall be weighed and disposed of by the l'lfaster and ·wardens and that therewith they cause Two Ta11kards of the same or a fitting value to be made with the Companys Arms engraYen thereon for the credit and service of the Company at such times and upon such occasions as shall be  thought fit. " 1 687 .  Ap1il 4. In pursuance of the order of the Court of the 7th of l\!Iarch last all the pieces and parcels of plate belonging to the Company 
( except the Cup and Cover the Gift of Mr. William Petit and the T:.rnkard, the gift of Mr. Thomas ,Vhaplett) having since been weighed and found to weigh together 8 5 ozs. which at 5s. 2d. the oz. amounts in Money to £ 2 1  1 9s. 2d. And two New Tankards having been since made which are reported to weigh together 1 00 ozs. 19 dwt. 

£ s .  d. " And the same at 6s. 4d. the ounce amounts in money to ' 3 r 1 9  S And that the Engraving of the Companys Coat of Arms on both of them . . . .  .. . .  . . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . .  .. . .  .. .. .. .. o o And the Two Cases for them Cost ... . . ............. . ........ o o I n  all 33 1 9  Deducting the value o f  the old plate . . . . . . . .  . .  . .  . . . .  . . .  . .  . .  . 2 r 1 9  I t  appears That the Company are debitor to :Mr. John Harris the Upper Warden who provided the New Tankards and their Cases O 
• • • • . .  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  • . .  . . .  . .  • 1 2 o 3 

" 1 8 7 2. July 8. Mr. G. W. Adams returned the two recently discovered Tankards which he had sent to Goldsmiths' Hall for verification of the Hall Mark which proved to be of the year 1 686 .  The Clerk having looked through the Records of the Company at that period, found the entry contain !ng ful l  particulars relating to them, the weight 100 oz. 19 dwts. e:rnctly agreemg with the original weight when manufactured. " I t was Resolved unanimously That the best thanks of this Court be  presented to l\t!r. George William Adams for having restored the Company's Loving Cup and provided a Case for its better security in future. " 1 8 6 1 .  January 7. W. Rowlands, Esq., Master, presented to the Company, a Silver Salver, bearing the Company's Arms, together with � Silver Alms Dish and a large Glass Jug and two Goblets engraved with the Company's Crest and the ini tials of the Donor. 
1 Company's Journal I I .  . . . 0 These two S i l ver Tankards were m issed for some years, but  upon exam1nat1on of the 

old Plate Chest in 1872, they were discovered beneath a false bottom of the Chcsl. 



2 I O  THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. " 1 863 .  April 6. The Clerk placed before the Court a handsome and elaborately finished Silver G ilt Cup and Cover emblernatical of the Company and of the Tracie, which had been forwarded to him by the late Master, G. W. Adams, Esq., with a request that he would beg the Court's acceptance of the same on his retiring from the Chair. " DESCRIPTION OF THE FOREGOING CUP. " The design of engraving is to represent the · various stages of time. Around the foot is  entwined a fillet, inscribed with the t,Yelve hours of the clay, the stern, an hour-glass, indicating the early method of measuring time. On the body, an artizan is depicted at work : on h is bench is seen the entire work of a Turret Clock shewing the great improvements of the present age ; on the reverse, the Arms of the Company. Figures of Time with his desolating scythe form the handles. On the cover, the four quarters of the clay. lVIorning represented scattering flowers and odours from a Vase. N 0011 in a Chariot surrounded by the full rays of the Midday Sun. Evening shrouded in flowing drapery with the evening star and flitting bat. Night with a sleeping child reposing at her feet keeping watch in the spangled firmament. The whole surmounted by the celestial globe being the Crest of the Company. " Resolved-That the best thanks of this Court be and are hereby presented to George ·william Adams, Esq., the late Master, for the very handsome and unique present, '. .e has this clay made to the Court, which they trust will be preserved for generations to come as a Memorial of its kind and liberal donor. " It was also further resolved that a short inscription, stating under what circumstances i t  was presented, together with the elate, be engraven on the interior of  the cover." 
The inscript ion i s  as follows :-" The Gift of George William Adams, Esq. , to the ·worshipful Company of Clock Makers, on his retiring from the Chair, January, 1 863." 

C H I NA B OWLS. " 1 848. November 6.  :Mr. V/illiams, of  Baldwin Street, St. Luke's, a Liveryman, presented a handsome large China bowl which had been in his possession 46 years, which was accepted with Thanks. " 1 8 76. July 3. The Clerk informed the Court that a large old China Bowl belonging to the Company, which had been lost for some years, had come to light on the sale of  the effects of the London Tavern Company, Limited, and had been restored to the Company by Mr. Bathe, one of the late proprietors, the description of which is as follows :-" Chinese Porcelain Bowl painted in Colors with gilding between each Compartment. " In one compartment an Acrobat is  balancing a female who i s  performing wi th  a dagger in either hand-the band consisting of  six performers are playing in concert, the instruments being, the Tam bour, Cymbals, Flute, Guitar, Hand Bells, and Dulcimer. The next compartment represents the Mansion of  a Mandarin whose family are witnessing the performance from the Balcony and Casement. 
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" In another compartment is a procession through the City-The Emperor of China accompanied by the Empress and their Court moun ted, 
preceded by Attendants carrying banners. 

" At the bottom of the Bowl is a grotesque figure of a Chinaman 
attended by his Flappers." 

The Company also possess three large Ch ina Punch 
Bowls, of Lowestoft manufacture, with their Arms and those 
of the Donors, on the s ides. 

At the Audit in 1 8 7 7 , it was reported by the Clerk that 
tl:e following Articles of Plate belonged to the Company, 
VlZ. :-

2 Loving Cups. 
2 Covered Tankards. 
1 Salver. 

r Alms D ish. 
Snuff Box. 
Beadle's Staff Head. 

P O RT RA I TS, &c. 

A descriptive list of  the Portraits, etc. , belonging to 
the Company has been included in the recently-published 
Catalogue of the Library, etc. , pages 9 7- 1 03 .  



F U N D S  
- -: --

This Company cannot be classed among the wealthy 
Guilds of the City, and this may in some measure be 
accounted for from the fact that they did not obtain a grant of 
Livery from the Court of Aldermen til l  I 766.  The following 
Extracts from their J ournals afford evidence of their early 
care in  the d isposal and investment of their funds, which, as 
may be seen, were very l imited. " 1 663. July 6 .  \Varden Taylor received of Mr. Edward East 39 shillings for one quarter of a years interest ending at M idsummer last for the £ 130 by him owing to the Company, and in regard he hath declared that he will not keep the  money longer. It is ordered that endeavours shall be made that the same may be lent to the Company of Goldsmiths, and to be made up to £ 1 50.1 " :iVIemoranclum That this £ 1 5 0  was accordingly lent unto the Company of Goldsmiths for which they have given their Bond to this Company of the penalty of £ 300 elated 24 July 1 5  Charles 2 1 663 for the payment of £ 1 5 3. 1 5' the 2 6th of January next at Goldsmiths Hall in Foster Lane. " 1 6 6 5. February 9. The Goldsmiths Company paid £7-1 0. for a 1 2  months interest on the £ 1 5 0  borrowed of the Company. "  " 1 66 7 .  May 6. The sum lent to the Goldsmiths increased to £205 and a new bond given.3 " 1 6 7 1 .  October 1 6 . £roo was lent to Sir Robert Viner at 3 per cent.4 " 1 6 74. J\fay 4. It was ordered that £50 should be lent to the Gold­smiths' Company making £250  at 5 per cent. 5 " 1 6 7 5. January 1 7. Ordered that £50 more be lent to the Gold­smiths' Company making £300 at 5 per cent.6 " 1 6 7 6. February 5 .  Ordered that another £ 1 00 be lent to the Gold­smiths' Company making £ 400 at the same rate of interest. 7 " 1 6 7 8. April 2 7. It ,ms resolved to accept an assignment upon the Exchequer of £ 1 00 owing by Sir Robert Viner to the Company. 8 " 1 6 8 1 .  January 1 6. It was consented and ordered tk1.t the Clark shall endeavour to get two or more Talleys as he shall think fit for the five quarters payment clue at Christmas last of the £6 per annum payable out of the Exchequer.9 

1, 0• 3. 4 ,  5, 6, ;, s Company's Journal I .  9 Company's Journal II .  



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' COi\'IPANY. 2 1 3  " 1 68 r .  July 4. The Goldsmiths' Company agreed from this date to pay 4 per cent. for the £400 they have belonging to the Company.' 1 68 2 .  September 1 9. Another £roo lent to  them on  the same terms.2 1 68 5. November 2 .  The Goldsmiths' Company increased their in-terest upon the £500 lent to them to 5 per cent.3 1 688. February 4. The Goldsmiths' Company repaid to the Company the £ 5 00 lent by them.4 " 1 689. January 20 .  Order, that £300 of this money be lent to King William upon the security of the late Act of Parliament at 7 per cent. Carried into effect by the lVIaster and Wardens 2 2  Jan. 1 689.5 1 690.  July 2 8. The £ 300 was transferred into the Chamber of London at the same rate of interest. 6 1 69 0. November 1 9 . £ 1 5 0  added to the above £300 at the same interest in the Chamber of London. 7 " 1 692 .  July I r .  Resolved that the sum lent to the King upon the security of the Land Tax at seven per cent. be increased to £500.8 1 693. . December 4. The £ 500  was re-invested as follows.9 " Received the 1 9  day of December 1 693,  of the Master Wardens and fellowship of the A1t or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London the sum qf £500 by them lent on credit of a vote passed on the 1 8th of November 1 693  in the Honorable House of Commons where it was resolvE'd that whosoever shoul d  lend any money (not exceeding £400,000) on the Exchequer in general towards the maintenance of the Fleet for the year 1 694 the House would take care to see them repaid with interest after the rate of £ 7 per cent. per ann. out of the next Aids to be granted to their Majesties for the Fleet next after moneys borrowed on the clause of credit on the Million 
Act and the Act  for review of the Quarterly Poll. " I  say received, " LEN ROBINSON Chamberlain. " 1 694.  January 1 5 .  It was resolved to invest the £200 given by M r. Ed ward East and Mr. Henry Jones on the security of the first Act of Parliament passed to raise money for the King. '0 " Received the 3 1st day of January 1 693 ,  of the Master Wardens and Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking London the sum of Two hundred Pounds by them lent on credit of an Act of Parliament entitled an Act for granting to their Majesties an Aid of 4 shillings in the pound for one year for carrying on a vigorous vVar against l<'rance. To be repaid with interest for the same after the rate of £7 per cent. per Annum. " I  say received, " LEN ROBINSON Chamberlain. " 1 694. October 23. Notice being given to the Comp::rny that the £200 which was lent the King at Guildhall on the 3 1 st of January would be repaid, it was resolved to continue it on loan to the King upon the credit of the Poll Tax at the same rate. " 

, . 2, J, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, ?, ,o, " Comp·any's Journal I I .  



2 1 4 THE CLOCKMAKERS' COi\IPANV. " £500 and £ 2 00 invested at the Chamber of London for the King. " 1 69 7. June 9. This Court was summoned concerning the Company's lVIoney lent to the King at Guildhall, And upon the Master and ·wardens giving an account to this Court how far the £ 500 that was lent upon the 1 0th of lVIarch 1 695  upon the 4 shillings in the pound Land Tax was behind in the deficiency upon that fund and also upon proposing, that £5.00 may be subscribed to the additional stock of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England as a readier or more l ikely means to come into the money sooner, and also upon, discoursing what way to raise £ 1 2 5  in  Bank bil ls o r  notes to add to that subscription pursuant to the intent of the Act of Parliament, And upon discourse and debate of the whole matter, It was voted and ordered That the sum of £500 should be subscribed to the additional Stock of the Governor and Company of the Bank of England. And upon debate which way to raise part of the £ 1 2  5 in Bank bills or notes There were three following ways proposed " r. By calling in some persons on the Court of Assistants and by their paying their fines. " 2. By borrowing so much money as should be wanting . " 3. By each Iviember of the Court of Assistants lending £5 a piece for the present. " And it was voted and ordered that there should be a choice of 6 new assistants. " It was also ordered that the lVIaster and W::udens are desired to take care of subscribing the money and procuring the Bank Bills, and the money now in the Company's Chest i s  ordered to be applied to that use, &c.' " 1 69 7. July 5 .  At this Court 6 New Assistants were chosen. "William How. Samuel l VIarchant. Robert \,Vebster. John Finch. Benjamin Graves. John Pepys. " 1 69 7. July 9. The six Gentlemen above named attended . and accepted office with the exception of William How who was excused, James Atkinson being chosen in b is room, and sworn. " 1 701.  January 1 9. Ordered that with the :Money (now in the Company's Chest) be bought : £ 2 00 stock in the Bank of England." " 1 70 2. lVIay 4. The :Master acquainted the Court that notice was given from the Chamber of London that £ 200 the Company's Money lent some time past at Guildhall on the Act for B irths, Burialls and l\farriages &c. was become payable at the Exchequer the 2 9th of April last. Ordered that the same be received and invested i n  Capital stock of the Bank of England.3 " 1 704. November 6. A motion made that £ 200 of the Company's Money in the Chest and Renter Warden's hands might be lent at Interest at £5 per cent. upon small remote Tallys on the Two shillings Aid and some debentures to a friend of the Master's who made the Motion, Ordered that £300 of the Company's Money be put into the Bank on their sealed B ills at 2 '1. per cent. per diem, or such B ills bought till further order concerning the same:1 " 1 7 2 0. J uly  1 9. It was resolved to invest £200 in South Sea Stock.5 

' Company's Journal I I .  c .  3, 4- s Company's Journal I I I .  



THE CLOCIOIAKERS' COi\I PANY. 2 1 5  " 1 730.  January 1 8. £400 was invested in the South Sea Stock.1 " 1 7 8 1 .  November 5. An order was passed to invest the funds of the Company in Bank of England Stock." 0 

I n  I 8 I i the then Renter \!Varden, Mr .  I saac Rogers, i n  
conjunction with h i s  frie nds Mr. Henry Clarke and  Mr. George 
Atkins, prepared with much skill and labour, a ·well-matured 
plan of a Permanent A ccztmu!ation Fund, whereby a sum of 
money was to be invested in Government Stocks, and a fixed 
proportion o f  al l  moneys received by the Company added 
thereto. This was adopted by the Court of Assistants, and 
has been conti nued down to the present t ime. Payment of 
Quarterage was thereby abolished, and i n  l ieu thereof each 
person upon his admission to the Freedom, was required to 
pay an equivalent to the credit  of  this Fund. Upon the 
b inding of every Apprentice, and the admission of each new 
M ember on the Court of Assistants, portions of the fees pay­
able were also to be devoted to the same purpose. I n  order 
to form a nucleus for the Fund, a number of new Liverymen 
were made, and the  proceeds and fines were i nvested, half 
the div idends thereon being from time to time added to the 
corpus. The result has been materially  to improve the finan­
cial ' position of the Company, and to enable them from time 
to t ime to vary the number of Pensioners, and increase the 
amounts given to them. In I 860 a scale was agreed upon 
regulating in future the sums to be added to the Accumulating 
Fund from fi nes, etc. , received for admission to the Court, 
Livery, Freedom, Apprentices, etc. On the 8 th of October, 
it was Resolved unanimously-" That in future the uniform sum of £ 1 5 0  being part of the interest arising from the ' Accu mulating Fund ' of this Company be annually added to such fund-such amount being £30 per ann. in excess of the average investment from that source during the last 1 0  years. " That the whole of the present Pensions of £8 �!/>' ann. (twelve in number) be augmented to £ 1 0  per ann. " That 2 new Pensions of £ r n  per ann. be created and paid out of the ordinary funds of the Company to be open at the discretion of the ]\faster, ·wardens and Court of Assistants either to Freemen, 'Widows or unmarried daughters of Freemen subj ect to such rules and regulations as the Master ·wardens and Court of Assistants for the time being may deem expedient. " That in future the sums to be invested and added to the ' Accumulating Fund ' from Fines &c. received for admission to the Court, Livery, Freedom, 

1 Company's Journal I Y .  ° Company's Journal V. 



2 1 6  THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANV. Apprentices &c. be continued as heretofore such amounts to be invested together with the aforesaid sum of £ 1 5 0  arising from the interest of the ' Accumulating Fund ' in new 3 per et. Annuities. " That all the foregoing resolutions take effect as from the next January Quarter Day Court. " And it was also Resolved That such Freemen, ·widows and unmarried daughters of Freemen who may be Candidates for the foregoing two new pensions of £ 10 per annum be respectively not under the age of Fifty years except such as by reason of mental or bodily infirmity are prevented obtaining their own livelihood." 



C H AR I T I ES .  

O ne o f  the first duties o f  the Liverr Companies has ever 
been the care of their poor, decayed Members and their 
vVi clo-ws ; this Company has not been behind in this respect. 
The first gift recorded in their Archives is that of Sampson 
Shelton i n  1 6 50. He was one of the first \iVardens, being 
named i n  the Charter, and was chosen Master in 1 634. · " 1 649-50. January 1 4. The same day J\fr. Richard Broughton paid the Legacy of Mr. Sampson Shelton which he bequeathed to this Company amounting to the sum of £50 and the Master and Wardens of the said Com­pany gave their acquittance under their hands and seals.' " 1 6 50. March 2 5. This Court day it was agreed by the Court of Assistants that the parish of Annes' Alclersgate should have Mr. Shelton's Legacy at the rate of £7 per centurn and · the Churchwardens bonds to be taken for six months for the said sum of £ 50. 2 " 1 650 .  November 8. This Court clay it was orclerecl that the half years interest of Mr. Shelton's Legacy should be distributed as followeth : To the wiclclow of Richard Child 1 05 To the widclow of Daniell Howell I 05 To the widclow of Jasper Lowart I 05 and to the widclow of David Elson 5 s which was paid accordingly by the Renterwarclen." 3 

I n  1 680, J oh n  Freeman left to the poor of the Company 
£ r o. ,., 1 680. Apri l  1 6. Warden Bell received from Mr. John Freeman's Executors a Legacy of£ 1 0  which the deceased had left to the poor of the Company." 4 

1 693 .  Edward East and H enry Jones each gave £ r oo 
to the Master, vVardens and Fellowship of the Company in  
trust, to pay to five Freemen, or their �,i\Tidows, twenty 
shill i ngs annually by two hal f-yearly payments. East ·was 
one of  the first Assistants appointed by the Charter.-[ See 
Biographical N otices, pages 1 64 and 1 68 . J  

, .  2, 3 .  Company's Journal I .  



2 r 8 THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COM PANY. " 1 692. October 2 0. Mr. Henry Jones the present Master this day acquainted the Court That Tvir. Edward East formerly I\faster was pleased to g ive £ roo now in his  lifetime to this Company for the benefit of the poor. And the said Mr. Jones after the charitable example of h is said Master having promised to give one hundred pounds more for the benefit of the poor like­wise in such manner as shall be hereafter appointed and declared by the said Mr. East and Mr. Jones. Whereupon and in consideration that security could not be yet had nor the Money disposed at present as is desired, There­fore i t  was agreed voted and consented by this whole Court (not one dis­senting) that for the reasons aforesaid the said Mr. Jones shall have free liberty for one year to enter or caused to be entered a Memorial in the Charter Book or other Book or Books of the Company of Mr. East and himself as done in the year when he was Master. 1 " 1 693. June 2 0. Mr. Edward East gave the £roo. Ordered that it be put into the Company's chest and that the Master and ·wardens do go to Mr. East and give him hearty thanks for this his charity." " 1 693. July r 8. Mr. Henry Jones did give the .£1 00 promised to the Company and it w:is resolved to place the same in the Chest and to thank Mr. Jones." 
I 7 0 1 . Charles Gretton gave by deed of Gift elated the 

I st of September, I 70 I ,  to the Master, \i\T arclens and Fellow­
ship upon trust, the sum of £ 50, to pay yearly the sum of fifty 
shillings to apprentice the sons of deceased Freemen of the 
Company to the trade of \i\Tatch and Clock making. " 1 70 1. April 7. At this Court the Master (Charles Gretton) declared his intention and will of giving £50 to this Company upon condition that they will allow 505 <]) ann. for such purposes as he shall appoint in a deed for that purpose which this Court thankfully accepted to do. 3 " 1 70 1 .  July 7. At this Court the draft of a Deed of Settlement for distribution of 5 05 1;:, ann. for £50 the gift of Mr. Charles Gretton the present Master was read and- approved and ordered to be engrossed against such time as the Master shall appoint for sealing thereof and paying in the £50 which he now again said should be before Michaelmas day next. 4 • " qo r. September r .  Mr. Charles Gretton paid the £50 and the Deeds were signed. 5 " 1 7 1 9. October 5. Ordered that whenever five pounds or more is in the Company's hands notice be thereof given in the next Quarter Court bills and in every succeeding Quarter Court bills till the money be disposed of according to the intent of the donor." 6 

I 70 1 .  Mrs. Russell's Gift of Ten Pounds to the Poor 
of  the Company. 

, ,  ° Company's J onrnal II .  3 . .  ,. s, 6 Company's Journal I I I .  



THE CLOCKl\L.\KERS' COl\l Pr\N\'. 2 1 9 " 1 7o r .  January 1 9 .  At this Court Mr. Cornelius Russell Son of Captain Nicasius Russell ' deceased a late :Member of the Court of Assistants came from the widow Russell his mother and brought as her gift to the poor of the Company £ 1 0, which was left to the distribution of the Court of Assistants, amongst such of the poor of the Company as they should see fit, which lVIr. Warden Tompion received, and is to be distributed at another time." 
r 7 36. Richard H utch inson, a Freeman of the Com­

pany, left the in terest of a sum of  money to the Poor. " 1 736. July 5. At this Court 1vir. Richard Hutchinson made an offer of giving the Con1pany £ 1 00 to be allowed an  annuity during his and his Wife's l ives, which the Court took into consideration, and after some debates the Question was put to allow them Six pounds per annum and after their deaths what appeared to be i n  the Company's hands the interest of it to be given to the poor at the discretion of the Master and 'Nardens and Assistants for the time being and the Master and ·wardens were then em­powered to meet and fix the Company's seal to a Boncl." 
The Bond was sealed on the r 5 th, and the Renter \;Varden 

received the Money. 
r 7 4 7. George Graham, by his \i\Till ,  dated 2 yd J une, 

r 7 4 7 ,  left to his  ·wife one�half of his personal Estate, etc. , and 
to the Poor of the Company Twenty pounds. He d ied in 
1 7 5 r .-[ See Biographical Notice, page I 66 . ]  " 1 7 5 2 .  J anuary 1 8. Mr. George Graham, a n  Assistant ,  late deceased, having left the sum of twenty pounds to be given to the poor of the Company, the same was paid by his Executor J\tfr. Barkley." " 

r 769 .  Benjamin Gibbons, a M ember of the Company, 
left £ r ro to the Poor. " 1 769. February 6 .  J\ Ir. Cundee the e:--ecutor of Mr. ll . Gibbons deceased, attended and produced the probate of the will of the said testator, wherein was the following bequest. " To the poor of the Clockmakers' Company, not on full pension, the sum of One Hundred and ten pounds Bank Stock. " And the said Executor will call on M r. J as .  Brown the Renter ·warden and transfer it accordingly. " 3 

1 7 70. S i r  Robert Darl i ng, K n igh t, a M ember of the 
Court of Assistan ts, gave £ J OO, and also i nduced his friend 

1 H e  was apprenticed t o  \Villiam Rogers o n  the 3rd of  July. 1653 ,  and admitled to the Freedom 6th of July, 1663 ; was chosen on t l ic  Court of Assistants, aml served the office of \Varden from 1 688 to 1 690 ; e lected l\ faster in 1692. "· 3 Company's Journal I V. 
Q 



2 2 0 T H E  C LOCKM A K ER::/ C01\I f ',\I\Y.  

M r. Nathaniel Styles to give £ r o .-[ See Biographical Notice, 
page r 8 3 .J " 1 770. September 3 .  On the 6 November 1 7 69, Sir Robert Darling Knt., of his mrn kindness and generosity offered to pay into the h:mds of Ivir. Jas. Brown of Lombard Street, Banker, the sum of One Hundred Pounds if Mr. Nath1. Style of ·wood Street would pay into the same hands the sum of Ten Pounds, which the said :Mr. Nath 1. Style cheerfully and generously accepted to do. And the said One Hundred Pounds from Sir Robert Darling and the Ten Pounds from Mr. Nath1 . Style making together One Hundred and Ten Pounds were paid into the hands of Mr. Jas. Bro,rn and laid out in the purchase of Seventy ' J 'hree Pounds Bank Stock, in Trust to the Worshipful Comp::my of Clockrnakers, the Interest thereof for the use of the Poor of the said Company for ever, to be paid quarterly at every Quarter Court, agreeable to the order and design of the said benevolent Sir Robert Darling Knt. and J\fr. Nath! . Style." ' 

r 7 70. September 3 .  M r. J asper Taylor, Clerk of the 
Company, left £ ro for the Poor. " Ordered that the Renter "\Varden do wait on the Executors of Mr. Jasper Taylor the late Clerk, deceased , to receive the legacy of Ten pounds left by his will bearing date 3 March 1 7 70, unto the poor Pensioners of the Clockmakers' Company, and that at the same time, he pay his Salary &c. which was due the 2 5th March last to the Executors. " r 7 70. September 29 .  Mr. Jasper Taylor the late Clerk by his last will and testament bearing date 3 March r 7 7 0, left the sum of Ten pounds unto the poor of the Clockmakers' Company to be paid to the Renter Warden at Christmas next after his decease, which Ten pounds ,,·ere paid on the 2 5 th of this instant September by Thos. Taylor his Executor to Mr. Dani. Aveline, the Renter \Varden." 0 

r 7 7 3 .  Devereux Bowly, a Freeman and Liveryman, 
chosen on the Court of Assistants, October 1 6 , 1 7 54, served 
the Office of \i\Tarden r 7 5 6- r 7 5 8 ,  elected Master of the 
Company in r 7 59, left a legacy of £ 500 for the benefit of 
the Poor Freemen and thei r  \i\Tidows. " 1 7 7 3. April 5 .  The Clerk reported from the Commons, that Mr. Devereux Bowly deceased had by his will be::-.ring date 1 7  July 1 7 72 ,  left to the Master, 1Vardens and Court of Assistants of the Clockmakers' Company for the time being the sum of Five Hundred Pounds 4 per Cent. Bank Annuities, the Interest and Dividends thereof for the benefit of so many poor Freemen and the Widows, as they shall deem worthy, and to be distributed twice a year." 3 1 7 7 3 .  September 6. The Master reported th::it the Upper and Renter Wardens had received the sum of Five Hundred Pounds, Four per Cent. Bank Annuities, from the Executors of the late Devereux Bowly. 

' · " ·  3 Company's J ourn:il l , . .  



T H E  CLOCKi\IAKERS'  COi\I PANY. 2 2 l 
r 79 5 .  Benjamin  S idey, \i\Tatchmaker, of Moorfields, a 

Freeman and Liveryman, left by his  vVill  Three H undred 
Pounds for the relief of the poor Members of the Company. 
H e  was chosen one of the Court of Assistants, October r 6, 
I 7 54 ; served the office of vVarden i n  r 7 5 8- r 760, elected 
·Master in r 76 r .  Again served the office of U pper \i\Tarden 
in r 788 .  E lected a second t ime Master of the  Company 
in r 7 89. He was a most active M ember in everything 
affecting the interest of the Trade. " I 795 .  September 7 .  The Renter Warden informed the Court that lie had received of the Executors of the late lVIr. Benjamin Sidey deceased the sum of Three Hundred Pounds which he had left by his last will to the Company of Clock.makers, to be invested in the public funds, in their names, the interest thereof to be applied to the relief of their poor Members, in their accustomed manner." '  The Renter "\Varden also informed the Court that he had, i n  compliance w ith Mr. Sidey's Will, purchased £400 in the Three per Cent. Reduced Annuities, at 7oif per Cent., which, with the Commission and some other necessary expenses, amounted to £ 288  r s. 6d. 

r 8 r 9 . Robert Atch ison apprenticed to Robert H ardin ,  
vVatchmaker, J uly 2 ,  1 7 5 3 , and admitted to the Freedom, 
September 9,  r 760, left a legacy of £ ro to the Company. " 1 8 1 9 . June 7 .  The Renter Warden reported that he had received from the Executors of the late . . . .  Atchison deceased, a Member of the Fellowship, the sum of Ten pounds, the same was directed to be invested in the Funds and the interest applied to the poor of the Company. " 0 

1 8 2 8 .  Samuel Fenn, the son of Daniel Fen n, the cele­
brated Tool M anufacturer, of N ewgate Street, left a Legacy 
of £ 200 Bank Stock for the poor M embers of the Company. 
H e  was admitted to the Freedom and L ivery of the Com­
pany by patrimony, March 2 ,  r 7 6 7 ; chosen on the Court of  
Assistants i n  r 789  ; served the  office of vVarden I 790- 1 79 2 ,  
and  was elected Master i n  r 793 .  " r 8 2  r .  October 8 .  The Cl erk laid before the Court a letter he had received from the Executors of the late Mr. Fenn, of which the fol lowing is a -copy :-3 " ' Mr. Joseph Fenn respectful ly informs the :Master and Court of the ·worshipful Company of Clockmakers that his late uncle Mr. Samuel Fenn has bequeathed Two Hundred Pounds Bank Stock to the Company to be transferred to them at the decease of Mrs. Fenn his late uncle's widow. " '  Newgate Street, Sept. 2 9th, 1 8 2 1.' 

' Company's Journal V .  " ·  . l  Company's J ournal V J I .  
Q 2 



2 2 2  THE CLOClGIAKERS' COMPANY. " ·whereupon the Clerk was directed to acknowledge the receipt of 1'1r. Joseph Fenn's letter and to thank him for the communication. " 1 828. May 5. The Clerk reported that he had received from the Executors of the late Mr. Samuel Fenn a Stock Receipt for £1 80 Bank Stock transferred by them to this Company in trust for its poor Members, being the amount of a Bequest of £ 200 Bank Stock, after deducting £ ro per Cent. Legacy duty on the sterling value thereof. Also that he had received from the same parties the sum of £4 3s. 7d. for 1 1 9  days Interest from 1 2 th December 1 82 7  to 9th April 1 8 2 8  on the above named Stock after deducting 1 4/3 being the charge for Stamps and Commission on transferring the same." '  
1 8 50. \i\Till iam J ames Frodsham, F . R.S . ,  ·watchmaker, 

of Exchange Alley, Cornhill ,  an active M ember of the 
Company for n1any years, left by his \,\Till a Legacy of £ r ooo 
for poor, decayed Members of the Company, and thei r  
vVidows. Two Pensions of £ r 5 r os. each, des ignated the 
Park inson and Frodsham Charity, are bestowed annually 
upon decayed M embers, or their \,Vidows . [ See Biographical 
N otice, page r 6 6.  J " Extract from the Will. " '  I bequeath to the "\Vorshipful Company of Clockmakers in the City of London the sum of One Thousand Pounds to be invested in the  Three Pounds per Cent. Consolidated Bank. Annuities to the intent that the dividends and annual income thereof may be from time to time for ever applied in  aiding and assisting decayed Workmen, Freemen of  the said Company or  their Widows in such manner as the Master and Wardens for the time being of the said Company shall from t ime to time think lit, and I declare that the said Master and Wardens shall be the sole j udges as to the intent and meaning of the expression ' decayed Workmen.' And I further declare that the receipt of the said Master and Warde!'1s for the time being or other the Officer or Officers of the said Company competent in that behalf shall be a conclusive discharge to my Executors for the said sum of One Thousand Pounds and fully exonerate them from seeing to the investment or clue application thereof. And out of respect to the memory of my late Partner ·wi!liam Parkinson, I direct that the said bequest shall be for ever known and distinguished by the name or description of Parkinson and Frodsham's Charity. And I further direct that the Legacy to the said Clockmakers' Company shall be paid free of Legacy Duty out of such part of my personal estate as may by Law be applicable to that purpose. ' "  0 

1 8 5 5 .  S ir  J amsetjee J eejeebhoy, Baronet, of Bombay 
[see H onorary Members, page 1 8 7 ], on behalf of h imself and 
h i� son Cursetjee J amsetjee, presented through h is friend, 
Richard H artley Kennedy, Esq. , Alderman, a Member of the 

' Company's Journal V l l. 2 Company 's J ournal IX. 
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Court of Assistants, £ 200, which the Court appl ied to the 
formation of a Pension of £ ro per annum, entitled, The Sir  
J amsetjee J eejeebhoy Pension. Sir J amsetjee J eejeebhoy, the 
second Baronet, vis ited this country i n  1 860, and prior to h is  
return to India, placed i n  the hands of the Lord Mayor 
(Alderman Carter) a further sum of £50, which was i nvested 
to i ncrease the Pension. It has since been further augmented 
and now amounts to £ 1 3  2s. 6d. ,  which is given to a poor 
Freeman, or the widow of a Freeman. 

1 86 I .  Charles Rawlings, \i\T atchmaker and Silversmith, 
of  Brook Street, H ol born, admitted to the Freedom in Sep­
tember, 1 8 1 8 , and to the Livery, J uly 3, 1 8 26 ,  gave £ r oo, 
the interest thereof to be given annually to the poor of the 
Company ; and left by his \i\Till a further sum of £ 1 00, to 
be  appropriated i n  augmenting the Casual Relief Fund.  " r 8 6 r .  April 8. The Clerk reported that Charles Rawlings Esq. of Cheyne ,Valk, Chelsea, one of the Gentlemen of the Livery has presented to the Company the sum of One hundred Pounds to be invested in the new Indian 5 p et. Loan, the d ividends arising therefrom to be annually given in one sum of Five Pounds to such deserving object connected with the Company as the Court should deem worthy to receive it, whereupon it was Resolved unanimously, That the best thanks of this Court be given to Charles Rawlings Esq. for the munificent donation of £ 1 00-tbis clay communicated to the Court by the Clerk of the Company, and that the same be gratefully accepted and the interest arising therefrom be placed at the credit of the Casual Relief Fund and dispensed in accordance with the expressed wish of the benevolent donor. " 1 864. J uly 4. The Renter -warden informed the Court that he had received the Legacy of One Hundred Pounds bequeathed by the late Charles Rawlings Esq. whereupon it was Resolved,-That the same be invested in the India 5 J? et. Stock in addition to the Accumulating Fund and that the interest arising therefrom be carried annually to the Casual Relief l:;,uncl." 0 

1 864. \tVill iam Rowlands, Gold \tVatch-case maker, of 
Smith Street, Clerkenwell, presented £ moo, the i nterest to 
be devoted for the benefit of the inmates of the Clock and 
\;\fatchmakers' Asylum, Colney Hatch, and the poor of the 
Company.  He  was admitted to the Freedom of the Com­
pany, by servitude, October 9 ,  1 8 20 ; to the Livery, N ovem­
ber 4, r 8 20 ; chosen on the Court of Assistants, J uly 3, r 8 54 ; 
served the office of \tVarden , 1 8 5 6- 1 8 59, and was elected 
M aster in 1 860. 

, . ° Comp�ny's JoHrn� l  I X .  
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" 1 864. July 4. On the conclusion of the business of the day Will iam 
Rowlands Esq. a Member of the Court of Assistants, placed in the hands 
of the ]\faster a Bond of the value of One Thousand Pounds of the Imperial 
Ottoman Loan of 1 86 2  bearing interest at six J) et. <P ;:um. together with 
Thirty Pounds being half a year's interest due 30th J une last. The said 
Bond to be held upon trust by the Master, ·wardens and Fellowship for 
the joint benefit of the Clock and Watch Makers' Asylum and the 
Company. 

" Resolved unanimously That this Court gratefully accepts the Trust 
imposed upon it by \Villiarn Rowlands Esq. and authorizes the present 
custody of the Bond of £ r noo so munificently placed in  its hands-to be 
committed to the Master and Wardens.' 

" 1 864. October 1 0. The following communication accompan ied the 
Turkish Bond for £ r noo presented at the last Quarter Court by William 
Rowlands Esq. 

" The Gift of William Rowlands, of Smith Street Clerkenwell, Gold 
Watch Case Maker, in trust to the Master, Wardens, and Fellowship of the 
Worshipful Company of Clockmakers of the City of London the sum of One 
T!1ousand Pounds in a six j_! et. Bond for that amount of the Imperial 
Ottoman Loan of 1 8 6 2  with full power and control to receive and apply 
as follows, that i s  to say, they shall on the 2 7 th day of August of each and 
every year pay to each Male and Female Pensioner in  the Clockmakers' 
Asylum Colney Hatch the sum of Twenty S!tillings, but if any Pensioner be a 
Freeman of the Company of Clockmakers or a Widow of a Freeman of the 
said Company the sum to be given shall be Tllirty S!1illings, but i f  a 
Liveryman, or the \Vidow of a Liveryman, then the sum to be given is to 
be increased to Forty S!ullings. 

" The Clerk of  the Company is to receive annually the sum of Five 
Pounds for keeping the accounts, the Beadle i s  to receive Forty-two S!1illi11gs, 
for paying and taking receipts for the amounts of the payments as above 
specified, out of which sum of Forty-two Shillings he is to defray any 
expenses he may i ncur. 

" The Secretary of the Clock and Watchmakers' Asylum Colney Hatch 
who shall render to the Clerk of the Clockmakers' Company annually at the 
encl of June a list of Pensioners in said Asylum, shall receive for his trouble 
the sum of Twenty S!tilliugs. 

" The residue after payment of the above is to go to an Accumulating 
Fund from which the Court of the Clockmakers' Company is to  have the 
power of appropriating the sum of Ten Pounds annually to be distributed at 
their full discretion among the Poor Applicants of the Company, and i f  at any 
time the Clockmakers' Company should become possessed of any Alms 
Houses the Pensioners therein are to receive the same amounts as if they had 
been Pensioners in  the Clockrnakers' Asylum. 

" (Signed) W. Rowlands, 

" Witnessed by J no. Cragg l 
and Chris'· Rowlands." I 

' Comp:rny's _Tourn�l  X .  

" 2 yd January 1 864. 



" Referring to the above it is to be understood, that i f  at any time the Thousand Pound Bond be paid off in ful l, the Trustees shall in such case b ave full control and power to reinvest the amount in such manner as they may deem best for the purpose of carrying out the objects above specified. " 1 864. r oth October. The Master reported that he had, in h is official capacity, in conjunction with several members of the Court of Assistants, attended on the 2 7th of August last, the clay appointed by W. Rowlands, Es<7. ,  to distribute for the first time the gift of that gentleman to the inmates of the Clock and \\1atchmakers' Asylum, Colney Hatch, on which occasion a hand­some entertainment was given by the aforesaid benevolent donor to the friends of the Institution, including the inmates, in the grounds of the Asylum." 
The Court of  Assistants have s ince annually voted the 

sum of  F ive Pounds for entertaining the Pensioners in  the 
Asylum on Founder's day, the 2 7th of  August. 

r 864. The Hon. Rustomjee J amsetjee J eejeebhoy, 
Member of  the Legislative Counci l  of Bombay (see H onorary 
M embers, page r 88 ) ,  presented £ 2 00 to the Funds of  
the Company. The Court o f  A ssistants passed a resolut ion 
establishing a Pension, amounting to £ ro per annum, to be 
called after the generous Donor. " r 864 . October ro .  " 7 1 , Old Broad Street, " 3 1st August, I 864. " Dear S ir,-My friend the Honorable Rustomjee J amsetjee J eejeebhoy r,1[ember of the Legislative Council of Bombay has requested me to offer a contribution of £ 200 to the funds of the Clock makers' Company of which h i s  father the late Sir J amsetjee J eejeebhoy was for some years a member. " I  have the pleasure to h and a Cheque for the amount in r iuestion the receipt of which I shal l be obliged by your acknowledging.' 

" I vir. S. E. Atkins, 
" I am Dear Sir, " Yours faithfully, " (S ign ed) R. \V. CRAWFORD. " Clerk _ to the Clockmakers Company." " It was Resolved unanimously That the Honorary :Freedom and Livery of this \Vorsh ipful Company be, and is hereby presented to tl1c Hon1 , 1c Rus­tornjee Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy of Bombay as a tri bute of respect to the private virtues and public character of a highly distinguished British subject and native merchant of India. " That the sum of £200 so generously presented by the Hon 1 , ic . . R.us­tomjee J amsetjee J eejeebhoy to th i s  Company, through the medium of R. W. Crawford Esq . M.P. for the City of London, be invested, and the interest arising therefrom be applied to the formation of a pension to be entitled " The  Rustomjee J arnsetj ee J eejeebhoy Pension " for the benefit o f  needy Freemen of  t he  Company or their Widows. 

Comp� ny's ,l ou rn�l \ .. 



GIFTS TO THE COMP  ANY .  

1 7 79 .  Conyers Dunlop, a Freeman and Liveryman of 
the Company, was chosen on the Court of Assistants 
September 29, 1 7 50 ; served the office of vVarden 1 7 5 5 - 1 7 5 7 ; 
chosen Master i n  1 7 5 8 .  H e  left by Will £ 50 to the 
Company to purchase a piece of Plate ; but i t  appears from 
the Records that his estate was thrown into Chancery by his 
relatives, and the Company did not receive the Legacy. 

1 7 79 .  March 1 .  " The Clerk reported that Mr. Stubbs of Suffolk Street, 
Charing Cross, Attorney, had acquainted him in writing that lVIr. Conyers 
Dunlop is dead, and by his Will gave some freehold Estates in London and 
Westminster to the Master and Wardens of the Clockmakers' Company upon 
Trust, to  receive and divide the moneys accruing by such sale among several 
persons in his Will mentioned. And he  gave the Company Fifty Pounds to 
purchase a piece of Plate. Mr. Stubbs i s  concerned for the representatives of 
Mr. Dunlop and will send Mr. Hughes a copy of the 'vVill. "  

1 845 .  J ohn Berryhi l l  Cross, \iV atchmaker, of J evv in 
Street, Cripplegate, admitted a Freeman by redemption 
April 4, 1 8 3 1 , and chosen on the L ivery October 1 3 , 1 8 34, 
presented Ten Guineas to the Company. 

" 1 845 . November 3 .  John Berryhill Cross, Esq. ,  a Liveryman of the 
Company, presented a Donation of Ten Guineas to be applied to such 
purpose as the Court m ight see fit. Resolved that the same be invested. " 

1 866. Will iam H enry vVarre, of Skinner Street, Snow 
H ill, S ilversmith, was admitted to the Freedom and Livery 
of the Company by redemption April 6, 1 8 5 7 ; chosen on the 
Court of Assistants J anuary 1 2 , 1 863 .  He  left a Legacy of 
£ 1 00 for the use of the Company.  

" 1 866. January 9. Mr. Will iam Lawley, as Executor of the  late 
'Nm. Henry Warre, Esq., Member of the Court of Assistants, handed to the 
Court a Cheque for One Hundred Pounds being the amount of a legacy 
left by that Gentleman to the Corporation." ' 

' Cornp:rny's Journ�I  X .  
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A l ist of the Company's Pensioners, bei ng Freernen,vViclows, &c. , 
with the Amount of their respective Pensions, r 880. 

WHEN 
ELECTED. AGE, 

PARKINSON AND FRO D S H Ai\f C HARITY. 

1 865 - 70 76 \\T i l l iam John Lloyd , C lock & Watch Makers' Asylum, Colney Hatch 
:\MOU'.\'T, 
J; s. d. 
15 JO O 

1 866-77 84 Martha Hoskins, 1 83, Holloway-road, N. . . .  

S IR JA::\ISETJE E  J EEJ EEDHOY C HARITY. 
1 8 74-77  83 Ann El izabeth Pretty, Ann's-place, Creek-road, Deptforcl . . .  

1 5  1 0  0 

. . .  1 3 6 

H ONOU RABLE R U STO::\JJ EE J AMSETJ EE J EEJE EDI-IO\" C HARIT Y .  
7 9  J ames i\Iartin, 40, Gerard-street, Co lebrook-ro11·, Isl ington 10 0 0 

O RDINARY P ENSIONS.  
187 1 -73  84 Richard iVIusgrove, Providence House, Col lege -st . ,  H ighbury, N .  20 0 0 
1 8 7 1  70  Samuel Taylor, I 5 1 , Keppel l -st reet, King's-road, S.  \\T. I 2 0 0 
1876 70 \Vi l l iam Henry Bagnal l, 1 2, Lenham-road, Lee, Kent 12 0 0 
1 860 So Sarah i\ l argaret Keel, 84, Fetter-lane 1 2  0 0 
1 863 79 Mary Neale, 1 8, Mayton-street, I- l ornsey-road, N . . . .  1 2  0 0 
1 874 69 Hannah i\ I itchell , 1 64, St .  Paul's-road, Camden Town 1 2  0 0 
1875 69 Mary Ann Ely ,  Colney H atch . . .  1 2  0 0 
1 875 67 Ann Elizabeth Donel Doorey, 33, Queen's-row, \Valworth . . .  1 2  0 0 
1 8 7 7  76  E leanor E l l is, 3 7 ,  Ferndale-road , Brixton . . .  1 2  0 0 
1877 85 Lydi a  Hale ,  29 ,  Packington-slreet, Isl ington 1 2  0 0 

EXT R A  PENSIONS TO UNMA R R I E D  DAUG HTERS OF FREEMEN. 
53 El i zabeth J anc H icks, 21 r ,  Marylebone-road 
75 Jane Bagnall, IO ,  Park-road-terrace, Forest l l i l l  . . .  

J O  O 0 

10  0 0 

£202 2 6 
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T H E  T RA D E .  

REG U LAT I O  S O F  WO RK M E N, S EA RC H E S, &c. 

The powers of control over the workmen, and articles 
manufactured by them, or imported from foreign parts, given 
to the Company by their Charter and Bye- Laws, were very 
extensive, and for some time were strictly enforced. 

The Master, Wardens, and Assistants, or any two of 
them, the Master or  one of the Wardens being one, had 
power to search and v iew all productions of  the Art made 
within the Realm or imported for sale, and to seize and break 
work unlawful ly made or  composed of  bad or  defective 
materials, or in any way faulty ; to carry the same to the 
Company's Hall or meeti ng place, to be adjudged, and, if 
condemned, to be broken ; to break open any place, i f  refused 
admission, to search it, and to seize work and tools therein 
concealed ; to prevent al iens or strangers from working except 
with an al lowed and professed Clockmaker, and also all 
persons who had not served a seven years' apprenticeship to 
the trade. 

The authority thus  exercised had the effect of bringing 
them into frequent confl ict with members of the trade, 
but  they seem to have carried out what was sometimes 
a difficult duty with moderation and fi rm ness, thus protecting 
the public from being imposed upon, and the manufacturer  
from unfair  and ru inous competition .  

The following extracts selected from numerous instances 
to be found in their records, explai n the steps taken to give 
effect to their powers :-

" 1 63 2. October 2 3. This  dayc J ohn Townscn l covcnaunt scrvaunt to Mr. Clarke is forb idd the working at the trade e i ther with l1im or any other us ing the Arte of a Clockmaker. ' 
' Company's J ournal I .  



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' COi\I PANY. " This daye Mr. Lawe was prohibited from working here:1fter in the Trade of a Clockmaker being never bound to the Arte, but to the Arte of a Graver. " This daye Mr. Bisse was prohibited in the like manner for using the Arte any longei and likewise for keeping an Apprentice contrarie to the Statute. 1 " 1 632 .  November 2 9. This day l VIr. Peto was forbidden to work any longer in the trade of a Clockmaker. " This day James Beraud was admitted to be the servant and journey­man of J\ifr. Charlton. 0 " 1 646-7. January 18 .  It ,Yas ordered, Forasmuch as divers abuses come by imploying of journeymen and chamber-workers that deceive the Masters of their Boxes, ·watches and Money to the damage and scandall of the profession, I t  is therefore ordered by ful l  consent that if any Master hereafter shall give any Box or trust any journeyman or chamber-worker with any ·watch to mend or Money beforehand, and hee shall fraudulently make it away or pawne it, and then take worke of any other man before satisfaction be given to the former Master that imployed him, the party wronging the former Master having warning given him by the Beadle of the Company to make satisfaction, and he not appearinge at the next Court to give an account why hee hath so done, then by order of the Company the Beadle shall print upon the next Bills for warninges of Vlatches lost and stolen, the dishonest dealing of that man, that every Master may take notice of his deceite, and if any Master shall imploy him before satisfaction be given to the former Master complayning, hee shall be lyable to the penalty of the ordinances. 3 " 1 65 4. May 2. The same day it was ordered by general consent that Henry Creeke having been sued by the Company for using the Clockmakers' trade contrary to the statute, in regard he is  a poor man he is  content to submit to the rules and orders of the Company, and promiseth to present the Company with a new house clock and !arum and 2 0s. of money the next quarter day, and Thomas Loomes promiseth likewise to see it performed. 4 • " 1 6 5 6 .  July 7. The same day John 1Nyeth shewing a 'Natch and Box made of a Spelter Mettle being utterly disliked by this Court and counted fraudulent in regard it may deceive the good people of this land, being in imitation of Gold, I t  is  ordered by this Court that from henceforth there be noe more of that Mettle wrought in the fashion of Watch Boxes or Cases on the penalty for the first offence 40s. and for the second £ 5 sterling and the officer to give notice to the Boxmakers of this order. 5 " 1 6  5 7 .  April 20 .  This Court clay Mr. Fromantle being called to account for h:tving a Journeyman without orders was fined 40s. 6 " 1 668 .  Janua1y 1 8. A petition was presented to the Court by several Members of the Company shewing that sundry Aliens do work in and about the City of London contrary to the La,Ys of the Kingdom and the Charter of the Company, and the petition prayed that the Company would speedily take a legal course for finding out and prosecuting such Aliens so working, which petiti011 was publickly read, and in regard the petitioners have not named what Aliens or where or when any such Aliens have so worked, the Court 
,, c, 3, �. s, 6 Company's Journal I . 



THE C LOCK M AK ERS' COM l'.\N \·. ? ,.., ,.., 
- J .) did give to the petitioners for answer to their petition, That when they shall make known to the l'vlaster 'vVardens and Assistants of the Company the names of the Aliens so working, and the time and pbce thereof, by sufficient proofs which they will make good, the Company will take such legal course therein as they are enabled by the Laws of the Kingdom and the Charter and ordinances of the Company. ' " 1 668. February 8. Leave was given by the Company to fi,·e of the Peti tioners to prosecute at their own charge, but in the name of the Company, Nowell Paul and J aques Swale, t,ro Aliens who worked at the trade of Clockmaking within the l iberties of the grant of the Charter of the Company. 0 " 1 682 .  April 3. ·whereas special summonses have been sent out to divers persons members of the Company, some being much i�1 arrear of Quarterage, some having unduly and irregularly taken and bound apprenti ces, and others exercising the Art of Clockmaking or some branch thereof with in  the extents and limitts of the Company's Charter, and are not admitted into the Company, and some of them have appeared at this Court and g iven satisfaction, but others have neglected and seeme to s l ight all fair meanes used to bring them to a conformity, I t  was thereupon thought fitt and ordered that there shall be sued and prosecuted in the Exchequer for undue taking and bindeing of apprentices these following, viz. 3 John :Martin in White Gate Alley Samuel Steevens in Grub Street Thomas 'pencer in the Strand Thomas Fletcher in St. lVfartins And for exercising the Art not being admitted these following Eysum Perkins of Recleriffe the end of Love Lane Richard Blundell ·william ·whittingham William Kenney James Meniall, Frenchman And for the effectual management and carrying on of the su ites and prosecu­tions against them, this Court did N orninate and Appoint the committee following viz. The Master lVIr. Henry ·winne The 3 YVardens Mr. Henry J ones Mr. J eremy Gregory Mr. Nicasius Russel l  l VIr. Nathan Barrow and Mr. Wi lliam Knottsford wlto, or so many of them as sha l l  appear, are desired and authorized to meet consult, advise and determ ine of and concerning the s::tme as the case shall require, at such times and places as the Master shall appoint. " 1 682. May J. The following appeared and acknowledged they were wrong after being served with an Exchequer wri t " John Martin, lined thi r ty shillings, ten being subsequently returned to him. " Samuel Stevens d id not appear. 
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" Thomas Spencer appeared and paid his share of the charges, and 
promised to take up  the Freedom the next Quarterly Court. 

" Thomas Fletcher appeared and he could not come to any certaine i ssue. 
" Eysum Perkins promised to take up his Freedom at the next Quarterly 

Court . 
" Richard Blundell paid his line ,  and promised to take his Frcedome the 

next Quarter Court. 
" Richard ·whittingham appeared, but the Court and he could not come 

to any certaine issue. 
" Wi ll iam Kenney appeared, but the Court and he  could not come to 

any certaine  issue . 
" James Mesniell appeared, paid h is  proportion of the Exchequer charge, 

and was admitted to the Freedom.' 
" 1 682. J une 5. Thomas Fletcher submitted h imself and was lined £5.= 
" 1 688. April 2. Ordered that Will iam Whittingham shall b e  prosecuted 

at Law for exercising the Art or Trade of Clockmaking, he having not served 
seven years in or to the same Art or trade .  3 

" 1 6 98. :i\fay 2. This Court being summoned i n  pursuance to the order 
of the last Quarter Court touching the Members of this Company imploying 
Foreigners, Aliens ::rnd others not Freemen of this Company contrary to the 
ordinances thereof, which each Member i s  sworn to observe, And i t  be ing at 
this Court seriously debated and considered that i f  those ordinances or Bye 
Laws were duely observed by the Memuers of this Company, i t  would tend 
very much not only to the advantage thereof but be for the good of the Art 
and Artists in general ] ,  I t  is therefore ordered That for .the future no Freemen 
of this Company doe employ, trade or deale with any such Foreigners, Aliens 
or Unfreemen as they tender their Oaths, and will avoid the penalt ies which 
by  the said ord inances are  to be and wi l l  be infl icted upon them i n  case of  
the contrary, to the  i ntent that a l l  Members of th i s  Company may be 
i ncouraged and imployed, and other persons useing the Art be induced to 
take their Freedoms of this Company, for the good thereof and preservation 
of the Art in esteem of posterity.4 

" 1 7 8 7. December 3. The Master produced two letters which he had 
received since their last meeting purporting that various attempts had been 
making for some t ime past, to entice our Artists out of the Kingdom con­
trary to the Laws of the Realm ; that a Bil l  had been preferred to the Grand 
J ury, against the person attempting to seduce them, but  the most material 
witnesses · not being produced, the Bill  was thrown out and the person 
enlarged ; but a workman named J ohn Abbott who had made an agreement 
to go to St. Petersburgh in Russia, to work at Clockmaking, was now i n  
custody, t o  b e  tried for the offence ; and the writers o f  t h e  letters requested 
the assistance of the Company, to produce the necessary witnesses ; upon 
which a motion was made seconded and carried unani .11ously. 

" That the Master and Wardens be desired to wait on the Solici tors for 
the Treasury to know the state of the Action, against the said John Abbott, 
and that they be empowered from the information th�y receive, to give such 
directions as they shall think necessary in support of the prosecution.5 
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" 1 7 88. February 4. Ordered that the Company do give two Guineas,  
to John Vincent, and Thomas Leach, i n  consideration of their l oss of t ime 
in  attending the tr ial  of John Abbott a C lockmaker who was comicted at 
Hicks's Hal l of having made an agreement to go to Russia to follow his said 
business of  a _C lockmaker contrary to ' Act of Parliament. ' "  

S E A R C H E S . 
I n  order to carry out practically the powers given them 

of  searching for deceitful or bad work or materials, the Court 
of Assistants d ivided the C ity into walks, v iz . :-The City 
walk-South-west walk-N orth-west walk-Eastward walk .  
To m eet the necessary expenses of attending the several 
Searches, every M ember of the F ello,vship was required to 
pay quarterly, the sum of fourpence. 

E ven with this small fee, the Searches produced a revenue 
in  the year I 708 of over twenty-eight pounds. 

" 1 634-5. January 1 9 . Niernorandum :  That the 1 7 th of J anuary our 
Master going a general search Westward there was a Cross Cristal Watch 
garnished with Brass, and a s il ver "\Vatch and 2 boxes seized upon by the 
Master and Wardens and some of the Assistants of the Company; which had 
been brought from beyond the seas ,  and not brought to our Common Hal l  or 
meeting p lace to be approved or a l lowed, therefore accordinge to the Charter 
of Incorporation granted to this Society, th is  Court ordered that such course 
should be taken by l aw for the condemnation thereof as ye Company shall l Je 
advised by their l earned counsel ,  and this to be the Master and Wardens 
discharge in that behalf. ' 

" 1 63 5-6. January 1 8. The same clay Thomas Hi l l  a clyall maker a t  
the Tower had 4 pocket clyalls cu t t  and d id  affront M r. Al len w i th  opprobriou s 
words. 

" Th e  Court clay aforesaid Thomas Kel lett  paid a fi ne of 5s. and had h i s  
Watch delivered to h im agai n." 

' · " Company's Journal I .  
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T H E  CLOCKl\fA.KERS' COi\1 1',\NY. " 1 6  5 2. November 3. ·whereas at a general search by the Master and Wardens the 24 of October there was a Chamber Clock seized by 
Mr. Thomas Holland, vVarden, according to the orders of our Charter, being the work of Samuel Davis dwelling in Lothbury, London, the work being found very unserviceable and deceitful by the Court aforesaid. It was therefore adjudged to be defaced and broken that it might not be put to sale to deceive the people, which was done accordingly, Samuel Davis being present gave his consent thereunto and w:1s fined forty shil lings according to the orders and he submitted thereunto. " 1 65 7-8. March 24. This search clay a contrate second wheele of a dyall wheele being taken from Thomas Battin was viewed by the said Company and adjudged . to be so bad as not fitting to be put into any worke, and he was fined according to the orders of the said Company.' " 1 66 1. July 1 8. This clay a movement being seized, present Nir. Warden Gregory, Mr. Hill, Mr. Claxton, Mr. Jones and 1fr. Daniel did seize a movement which was j udged not merchantable ware nor fit to be sold until made good and mended, and he is ordered to be summoned to answer the defects of the worke, Mr. Fromantel being upon the view at the time. " 1 66 1. August 1 9. The movement of John Marston, which was seized on the late search for deceitful work, was by this Court condemned, and for his not appearing, being warned, he is by the Court fined forty shillings. " 1 668. April 1 5. At a search there being present the Master and 'vVardens 4 Assistants and 3 Jlfa//1ematical .Instrument J1ila/.:crs being Assistants. " There was seized by them who went the 11/estern part of the Search where Hilkiah Bedford, Mathematical Instrument Maker was present and carried the Standard Measure, these Rules and Measures following which were found disagreable to the Standard (vizt. ) ° " In the shop of Samuel Morris, Ironmonger, at the sign of the Dripping pan near Charing Crosse, 3 yards and 2 joynted 2 foot rules. " In the shop of -- Byfield, Ironmonger, near the Chequers Inne in Holborne one plaine Joynt rule. " In the shop of -- Bagge Ironmonger att Holborne Bridg 3 plaine Joynt Rules and one brassed Joynt rule. " In the shop of -- Waiker, Ironmonger, at the Dripping pan in Smithfield Six Rules. " All which are delivered into the Custody of Warden Claxton. " 1 668. May 4. Samuell Morris -- Byfield and 1,\7alker, Ironmongers, from whom severall faulty Rules and Measures were seized at the last search appeared at this Court, and being convinced, by proofe of the Standard, that the said Rules and Measures were faulty, each of them received back what was seized from them and each broak one and promissed the others should be amended before they be exposed to sale. " 1 668. July 6. Bagge, Ironmonger, from whom some faulty Rules and Measures were seized at the last search, appeared and pleaded his ignorance of their faultyness, and it was consented that Warden Claxton deliver them 
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both to h im soe as he break one ; which he promised to doe and the rest 
shall be amended before they be put to sale 1 

" 1 6 7 1 . September 4. Three Brass Standards received from the Court 
of Exchequer under the Statute 12 Hen: VII .  2 

" 1 6 7 1 -2. February 2 r. At a search made the 2 r st clay of February 
1 6 7 I , upon and for the concerns onely of the Mathematicall instrument 
Makers 3 

Present 
Nicholas Coxeter Master 
Samuell Horne } ·wardens Jeffery Bayley 
John Nicasius, John Browne 
Walter Hayes-Richard Ames } Assistants 

" There was seized in Shopps, within the l imitts of the search of the 
Company, of severall Tradesmen who buy and sell and severall persons who 
make Mathematical measures and instruments, the workes and measures 
hereafter particularly expressed for that they are (as the said Walter Hayes, and John Browne, who are Mathematicall Instrument Makers and carried with 
them the company's standards 4 sealed in his Majesties Exchequer to trye and 
prove the same, doe fincle and affirme them) not agreeable to the said 
standards and the rules and proportions of art, but are faulty and therefore 
not fitt to be put to sale ( vizt. ) 

" Of Mr. Samull Gacllingstock a seller of canes &c. in Exchange Alley 
seized one Joyntecl Yard Rule 

" Of Mr. John Sellars, a seller of Globes, Mapps instruments and other 
l i ke wares, in the same place seized one 2 foot Rule and one yard Rule. 

" Of Mr. James Noakes a seller of Canes in Popes head alley seized two 
foot Rules of  three joynts. 

" Of Mr. Frewen, a seller of Canes &c. next the signe of the Naked Boy 
in Cheapsicle, seized two sun clialls for posts, affirmed by him to be made or 
sold to him by the ·widow Cater i n  Moorfielcls. 

" Of Joseph Silvester, I ronmonger, at the signe of the Frying pan with in 
Ludgate, seized thirteene streight Rules and ten two foot Rules j oyntecl, 
affirmed by him to be made or sold to him by William Elmes. 

" Of Mr. Robert J ole, Mathematicall Instrument Maker in Fleet street, 
seized two 2 foot Rules affirmed by him to be made by William Elmes or 
Joseph Wells. 

" Of Mr. Mercer, a seller of Canes &c. at the signe of the Feathers in 
Fleet street, seized one yard Rule or Measure affirmed by him to be made or 
sold to him by John Nash. 

" Of Tvir. Charles D anley, a seller of Canes &c. at the signe of the Grapes 
in Fleet street, seized two Sun Dialls for Posts, affirmed by him to be made or 
sold to him by the aforesaid Widow Cater. 

" Of Mr. Piggott, a sel ler of Canes &c. in Fleet street over against Chancery 
Lane, seized three 2 foot joyntecl Rules, affi rmed by his servant to be 
made or sold to his Master by the aforesaid Will iam Elmes. 
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" Of Mr. Francis Hewitt, a seller of Canes &c. at the signe of the Blew 
Bell in the Strand near Charing Crosse, seized one 2 foot joynted Rule 
affirmed by him to be made or sold to him by the aforesaid Robert J ole. 

" Of Mr. Faulkingham, a seller of Canes &c. under the south East corner 
of the Royal l Exchange, seized six plane joynted Rules of 18 Inches, ffive 
plaine joynted 2 foot Rules, foure the like tipped with brasse, two the like 
being brasse joynted and 2 yard rules i n  three j oynts, all affirmed by him to 
be made or sold to him by the aforesaid John Nash. 

" Of Mr. Anthony Poole, Ironmonger in Foster Lane, seized two plaine 
joynted two foot Rules and five plaine two foot Rules foure of them being 
tipped with Brasse and one untipped. 

" Of Mr. J esson, an Ironmonger, neer the Barrs without Aldgate, seized 
two plaine joynted 2 foot Rules and one Brasse joynted tipped. 

" Of :Mr. Clarke in the Minories seized two plaine joynted two foot 
Rules. 

" And upon the same day the said Mr. Anthony Poole appeared at the 
Court then holden and being fully satisfied upon tryall and proofe by the 
standards that the measures which were seized from him were faulty, one of 
them the most faulty was then broken by him and the rest were delivered 
back to him upon his promise not to put them to sale till made perfect. 

" Likewise the said Mr. John Nash, the maker of the Measures which 
were seized from Mr. Faulkingham, appeared and being fully satisfied upon 
tryall and proofe by the Standards that they were faulty did promise to make 
good to him so many true measures of like sort as those seized, and that those 
seized should not be put to sale untill made perfect, whereupon they were 
delivered to Mr. Faulkingham's servant, who, on behalfe of his Master, appeared 
with Mr. Nash as to this concerne. And all other things so seized and not 
broaken or redelivered as aforesaid were committed to the custody of 
Mr. N icholas Coxeter the present Master. 

" The rest were given up upon promise that they were to be made 
perfect. 

" 1 67 2-3. March 3. There was seized in  the Shopp of Mr. Harri,s, an 
Ironmonger at the s ign of the May-Pole in  the Strand, three two foot Rules 
tipped with Brass which tryed by the standard were found to be too long, 
about the tenth part of an Inch, the which were committed to the custody of 
the Master. ' 

" At a search and Court the 3rd day of June 1 6 7 2 , 
" Seized in the shopp of Mr. Robert Markham, Cane seller over against 

St. Dunstan's Church in  Fleet Street, seven one foot Rules Two 2 foot Rules 
of Brasse Joynts, One two foot Rule plaine, and one Joynted Rule of Three 
foot, all which compaired with the Standards were found to be faulty. 

" Seized in the shopp of lVIr .  Butlin, Ironmonger, at the Crosse Keys 
within N ewgate, 2 two foot Rules which being compaired with the Standards 
were found to be faulty, but Mr. Butlin did afterwards appeare and promise 
that they should not be exposed to sale till they were made perfect, and 
thereupon they were redelivered to him. 
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" Seized in t h e  Shopp of Mr. Richard ·wi lson, Ironmonger, within 
Newgate, Two z foot Joynt Rules which being compared with the Standard were found to be faulty. 

" Seized in the Shopp of William Birchmore, Ironmonger, without 
Newgate, Two z foot Joynt Rules tipped with brasse, which being compared with the Standard were found to be faulty. ' 

1 6 7 6-7 .  :rviarch 1 3. The Master haveing lately seized a new Movement 
of a Watch proffered to him in his shop to be sold by an Apprentice, which 
he  found to be very faulty and insufficient work, and which watch as the 
Apprentice affirmed belonged to -- Howse but bath been since challenged 
by Richard Hamlin, the said .. Watch was viewed at this Court and found- to 
be  very bad and not capable to be made fitt to be exposed to sale, which the 
Master hath in his hands, with a note of those faults and defects which were found in i t. 

" 1 6 7 7. April 2. The movement formerly seized by the l\faster and owned by Richard Hamlin, was again viewed at this Court, and such parts 
of i t  as were faulty were broaken, and such of i t  as were useful were delivered 
to John Pinson, Apprentice of John Parker, on behalf of Hamlin. 

" 1 6 7 7 . April 2 .  Another Movement lately seized by the Master made 
by one -- Jackson of Newington, Surrey, was viewed at this Court and 
judged to be so insufficient that i t  was fitt to be broaken, but remayned yet 
in the Masters hands unbroken. 2 

1 6 7 7 . [May r 9 .  It appears by an entry of this date that Mr. Thomas 
Bennett claimed the above Movement ; such parts of it as were faulty were 
broken and afterwards handed by consent to Mr. Savage.] 3 

" 1 68 1-2 .  January 1 6 .  Ordered that more frequent and strict view 
and search then bath heretofore been shall hereafter be made of all such 
Clocks, Watches and 'Norks belonging to them, as well those made in England, 
as those imported into England by way of Merchandize, And if upon view 
they be found sufficient and approved they shall, before being exposed to sale, 
receive a Mark by the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company to be 
ordained, testifying their allowance of the same, And those persons that deny 
to show their work or ware to be viewed shall be presented by the Master 
·wardens and Assistants of  this Company as the Companies Charter and 
Ordinances and the Laws of the Land enableth them. 4 

" 1 682-3 .  March 5. Mr. Bel l ,  Master, with some of the Assistants 
having lately seized in the shop of Robert Halsted in Fleet street two very 
bad or insufficient unfinished movements for Watches, the same were at this 
Court produced and exposed to a view in  the presence of the said Robert 
Halsted. The Court referred the further view of them to some more 
convenient time by open daylight. The Master with some of the Assistants 
haveing also lately seized at the house, shop or workroom of some workmen 
or persons working or using the art of Clockmaking or some part or branch 
thereof four unfinished Movements, two whereof have engraven thereon 
(Ambrose Smith, Stamford, and William Burges, Fecit, and J as par Harmar, 
London, another) all which names are greatly suspected to be invented or 
fobbed, a Committee was appointed to take proceedings therein and 
Mr. Peter Bridger, of Freeman Yard Cornhill was appointed Attorney." 5 
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" 1 683. September 29. lVIr. Robert Halsted's movements seized about 
six months since being viewed were judged to be absolutely insufficient, and 
uncapable of amendment and were therefore in their several! parts either 
broken or defaced soe as that they could never be usefull and in that 
condition were delivered to the Beadle that he  should deliver them to 
Mr. Halsted. 

" 1 68 7 .  August r. I t  was ordered that Mr. Francis Stamper be 
prosecuted in the Exchequer for refusing to admit the Master and ·wardens 
into his ·work Room when they were upon a search. 1 

r 68 7. [November 7. He attended the Court and submitted himself 
and was fined 20s and 7 s  for the Law expenses.] 0 

" 1 688. April 2. Some Watch or Pockett Clock chaines having been 
before that time seized at the house or shop of Mr. Henry Harper, Watch­
maker, and judged to be insufficient ware, It was ordered that the said 
Mr. Harper shall be warned to appeare before the Lord Mayor to answer 
the complaint of the Master and Wardens as to this matter. 3 

" 1688 .  July 26 .  The twelve steel chains for watches heretofore seized 
as insufficient at the house or shop of lVIr. Henry Harper in Cornhill, 
concerning which a jury hath been impanelled and a hearing in the 
Mayor's Court, which jury gave verdict that they were insufficient, and there­
upon judgement was given that they should be broken and spoyled, were at 
this Court broken and spoyled, and in such condition delivered to one 
Thomas Tom whome the Court appoynted to deliver them to Mr. Harper, and 
he  accordingly forthwith went to l\fr. Harper's house, and upon his return 
acquainted the Court that he  had delivered them to Mr. Harper. 4 

" 1 688.  September 1 3 .  In  this (days) search there was seized by  the 
Master with Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Russell, two of the Assistants, in the Shop 
of Benoni Tebbatt, Watchmaker, in little Old Bailey, a Gold Watch case both 
for that i t  was made of coarse and unwarrantable Gold, as less in value then 
the legal Standard, and also of soe little weight and consequently soe extrearnly 
thinn as that i t  was insufficient in the strength thereof, and great fraud would 
be put upon ye person who should happen to buy it, and an abuse and 
disparagement redound to the Art, and all good and honest Artists, The 
which watchcase was by ye person then in the said shop affirmed to 
belong unto -- Brafeild as made by him. 5 

" 1 688.  September 2 9. At this Court William Brafeild attended and 
admitted his fault and was fined 5s . ,  the Case being broken up." 6 

" RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE. 

" 1 708. At a search the 2 5 th day of August 1 7 08 in 5 Walks. 
" Present John Pepys, Master, Mr. Quare Mr. Etherington and Mr. 

Taylor, Wardens. 
Mr. Hancorn Mr. Speakman 
Mr. Henshaw Mr. ·windmills 
Mr. Stanton Mr. Graves 
Mr. Shaw Mr. Barrows 

Mr. Gibbs, and the last Stewards. 
, , 0- 3. 4, s. 6 Company's Tournal II .  



THE CLOC KJ\IAKERs' CO/ll PANY. 

" Received by Mr. Warden Etherington 
1
' 

as followeth from the 
. . 

City 'Naik 
South \,\Test \Valk 
North 'West 'v\Talk 
Eastward 'v\Talk 
New Walk 

{, s. 
8 1 4  
8 8 
5 3 
I I 5  
4 7 

d. 

4 
8 
8 

£28 9 

" Paid by h im the charges for the day 8 1 3  

E ntries o f  a similar nature to the above appear 1 11 
subsequent years, the results only of which are given below. 

" 1 7  I O .  

" J  7 I 2 .  

" l 7 1 3 . 

" 1 7 1 4 

" I  ] I  7 .  

" I 7 I 8. 

" 1 7 2 1 .  

" I 7 2 2. 

" I 7 2 3. 

" 1 7 24· 

" 1 7 2 7 •  

" 1 7 3 r . 

J u ly r .  Receipts 
Expenditure 

J une 1 6. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September 1 7 . Receipts 
Expenditure 

September r 1. Receipts 
Expendi ture 

May 2 8. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September r 2. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September 24. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September 2 1 .  Receipts 
Expenditure 

September 1 2 . Receipts 
Expenditure 

September 1 9. Receipts 
Expendi ture 

September r 7. Receipts 
Expendi ture 

September 1 5 . Receipts 
Expenditur e  

September 1 5 .  Receipts 
Expendi tur e  

September 2 8. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September r 2 .  Recei pts 
Expendi ture 

September 1 8. Recei pts 
Expendi ture 

September 1 7. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September 1 6. Receipts 
Expenditure 

September r 4. Receipts 
Expenditure 

2 5  1 8  1 01, 
5 9 6 -

20 4 o ½  
I I  1 6  4 
2 6  1 6  0 

6 9 6 
2 7  9 

6 1 6  6 
23 1 9  I 
6 6 

2 8  6 5 
6 r 6 

34 6 7 
6 1 3  6 

2 4 9 J O  
3 I O  0 

38 8 3 
4 I I  9 

2 7 4 
4 14 I l  

2 5  6 5 
I I  4 

2 7  1 5 8 !· 
3 8 6 

2 2  I I  
3 1 7 ° 

26 5 I l {  
3 7 7 � 

23 1 4  2 

6 3 6 
24 1 8  4 
5 0 

2 3 1 9  9 
5 4 3 

1 8  8 6 
4 4 ° 

2 [ 1 8  0 
3 c 5 9 
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" 1 7 33 .  September 2 9. Receipts 
Expenditure 

" 17 34. September 1 8. Receipts 
Expenditure 

" 17 35. September 1 8. Recei11ts 
Expenditure 

£ 
2 9  

4 
1 9  
5 

2 7  
5 

s. d. 
I 9 
8 0 

4 
1 7  0 

7 5 
6 1 0½ 

Soon after this date the Searches were discontinued, as 
interfering with the l iberty of the trade. 

PATENTS AND INVENTION S .  
T h e  entries in  the Company's Records on these subjects 

are not numerous, nor indeed could they be so, seeing that 
appl ications for Patents for improvements in T ime measurers 
were themselves but few before the year r 7 5 5 ,  since which 
elate no active steps against such applications appear to have 
been taken by the Company. 

In their opposition to Patents, moreover, i t  is but fair to 
observe that they do not seem to have been actuated by a 
desire to stifle invention, but rather · to prevent the granting 
of monopolies to individuals for so-called improvements, which 
were not in themselves novelties, and which, if  granted, would 
have precluded the trade at large from manufacturing the 
articles sought to be patented ; i n  fact, as a public body, fully 
cognisant with all the deta ils of their profession, they rather 
sought to render assistance and advice to the Crown upon 
matters of a technical character connected ·with the craft, for 
the oversight, government, and protection of which they had 
been incorporated. 
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I n  the prosecution of these objects they spent con­
s iderable sums of money out of their Funds, and though 
their attempts were not always rewarded with success (in one 
instance apparently m-ving, to notice of the intended appl ica­
tion for a Patent having been brought to their knowledge, only 
after i t  had actually been granted, and of the details of which, 
as appears from their M inute, they were but imperfectly 
acquain ted), they at least seem to have been undertaken for 
the benefit of the Trade when it appeared in thei r  judgment 
to be imperilled by the Patents sought for. " 1 687 .  February 8 .  ·whereas it ,ms intimated at the Court of the 6th of February that some person or persons as Inventor or Inventors were endeavouring to obtain from the King a Patent for their sole making and managing of all Repeating Clocks and ·watches, which Patent was then accounted would be both discreditt and damage to the whole Company, It was then thought fitt that a petition should be speedily presented to his Majesty praying his leave to enter a Caveat t hat the Patent should not pass the Seale till the Company have given their reasons against i t, and although their was but a slender appearance of the Assistants at the said Court, a Petition was accordingly presented on the 7 th  to his Majesty by the Master and Wardens, who granted them leave to enter their Caveat, and told them they should be heard, and they forthwith entered the Caveat ; Now this Court (which was summoned only upon this occasion)  did not only allow and approve of such the actings and proceedings of the I\ifaster and Wardens, but did also desire and order them, with such of the Assistants or others as they shall think fitt to concern therewith, to pursue the same matter, according to their discretions, or advice of Counsel in such manner as they best may and the nature thereof will admit, the charge whereof is to be borne by the Company." 1 " 1 68 7. March 5. The Master acquainted the Assistants present with the good success of the endeavours by him, the 'Nardens, and others, pursuant to the order of the Court of the 8th of February last, for prevention of passing the intended Patent relating to pulling repeating pockett Clocks, which was that upon a hearing before the King and Council it was determined that the Patent should not be passed and that the same was utterly quashed and annulled. [The disbursement by the Renter \Varden with regard to the proceedings arnoun ted to £ 2 5 4s.J 

The following is the Order in Council in relation to the 
intended Patent referred to :-" At a Court at Whitehall 2nd March 1 68 7  " Present " The Kings most excellent Maj'Y in Councill. " ·whereas on the 24th of Febn:ary last his Maj'Y thought fitt to appoint this day to hear the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Fellowship of the 

, Company's Journal I I. 
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COM PANY. Art or Mistery of Clockmakeing of the City of London against Edward Barlow, in whose name a Patent is passing for the sole makeing and manageing all pulling Clocks and ·watches, usually called Repeateing Clocks, And both parties attending accordingly were called in and heard by their Councill learned. " His Majesty in Councill haveing fully considered what was alleadged on either side, Is pleased to Order and it is hereby ordered, That no Patent be granted to the said Edward Barlow or any others for the sole makeing and manageing of pulling Clocks and Watches as aforesaid, The same being now made by severall Clockmakers, whereof all persons concerned are to take clue notice. " 1 688. October 1 2. Be it remembered That in pursuance of the order of the Court of the 8th of February 1 68 7  and according to the Report at the Court of the 5th of :March 1 68 7, the Patent endeavoured to be obtained by one Mr. Edw::ud Barlow (a Priest) and to be granted to him by the King's Majesty for his sole making and manageing of all  pulling repeating pockett Clocks and Watches (he pretending to be the True and .first Inventor of that Art, or Invention) was by the diligence and endeavours of the lVIaster and ·wardens of this Company, and divers others of the Assistants, Members and Officers of the Company, and with great Charge and Expence (which was borne by and out of the stock and income of the Company) very successfully prevented, and upon the second of March I 687 ordered by the King in Councill not to be  granted, the copie of which intended Patent with the Petitions, Reasons, Testimonies, Orders and other things relating thereto are tyed together in one bundle and put into the Company's chest.' " 1 695. June 3 .  Upon a motion and discourse concerning Daniell Quare and his endeavouring to obtayne a Patent for the sole rnakeing of portable Weather-Glasses, It was resolved and ordered that the Company doe forthwith endeavour to put a stop to the passing of that Patent." " 1 695. September 30. The Master and Wardens made a report of their proceedings against lVIr. Quare's Patent for portable vVeather-glasses, and that the patent was passed, and there may be suits of law or trouble to some Members that make or sell those ·weather-glasses, It was unanimously voted and ordered that the Company will defend any lVIembers of the Company or their servants, and also Mr. John Patrick (who assisted the Company) in any actions or suits that may be brought against them on that account.3 " r 704. December r r .  This Court was called upon the occasion of Nicholas Facio and Peter Debaufree and Jacob Debaufree having petitioned the House of Commons for an Act for the sole applying precious and more common stones in Clocks and 'vVatches and for enlarging the term in their patent. " A Paper called their reasons for such an Act ,ms read, " And reasons of several Members of the Court were heard by ,my of answer. " Ordered that the l\faster and Wardens with such of the Court of Assistants as they shall call in from time to time shall be a Committee to meet from time to time and employ a fit person or persons to be Solicitor or 
,, "· 3 Company's Journal I I .  
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Solicitors, and to retain Counsel to draw a petition to the Parliament and to 
give and pay all necessary fees charges and expences, and do all other 
matters in order to stop the said bi l l ." ' 

The following Extracts from the J ournals of the H ouse 
of Commons, and the Company's Records, explain the pro­
ceedings taken against the application, and show the success 
of  the opposition, which was grounded on the fact that the 
supposed i nvention was not new, evidence in support thereof 
being submitted to th� Committee of the H ouse in the shape 
of  a Watch, made at an earl ier date, in which the principle 
was i ntroduced. This vVatch is  still in the Company's 
possession. 

" Mecurii 6° die Decembris 3° Anrne Regime 1704 
" A  Petition of Nicholas Facio, Gentleman, and Peter and Jacob 

Debaufree, Watchmakers, was presented to the House and read setting forth 
as follows :-

" To the Honob,c. the Comons of England in Parliamt. assembled 
" The humble Petition of Nicholas Facio, Gent1' - and Peter Debaufree and 

Jacob Debaufree, Watchmakers 
" Sheweth ,  

" That He r  most Gracious Niaj e'Y· was pleased by  Letters-Patents dated 
I May in the 3"1 Year of her Reign to Grant to Your Pet'"'· the sole use and 
exercise within the Kingdoms of England and Ireland & Dominions there­
unto belonging of a Certain new Art or Invention or working & Figuring 
precious or more coin.on stones & certain other matters different from Mettals, 
so that they may be imployed and made use of in Clock work or watch 
work and many other Engines, not for ornament only, but as internal! and 
usefull part of the work or engine itself, in  such manner as have not here­
tofore been used, and very much conducing to the greater perfection of 
Watches and Clocks, together with the advant�ges arising thereby for the 
space of fourteen yeares from the date of the said Letters Patents. 

" That your Per by their great pains and expenses, both before and since 
the granting the said Letters Patents, have greatly improved the said 
inventions which are likely to be of great use and advantage to the putlick, 
but the same will require a far greater expense, whereby your Per may 
deserve a better encouragemt. by having a longer term of years allowed, than 
by the s"· Letters Patents is granted them, otherwise they will not be able to 
prosecute the same effectually. 

" Yor. Petts. therefore humbly pray your Honrs. to  give them leave to 
bring in a Bill for granting them such further term for the  sole use of their 
said Inventions, after the expiration of the said L etters Patents as to your 
Honrs. in  your great wisdom shall :ieem meet. 

" And yr . Per shal l  ever pray &c. 
" Nicolas Facio Peter Debaufree J acob Debaufree. 

' Company's Journal T U .  



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPAN Y. 

" Ordered,-That leave be given to bring in a Bill according to · the 
prayer of the said Petition and that the Lord Marquis of Hartington and 
Sir Mathew Dudley do prepare and bring in the Bill. 

" Sabbati 9° die Decembris 3° Annre Reginre 1 704. 
" The Lord Marquis of Hartington (according to order) presented to 

the House a Bill for the further encouragem'· of the new Art or Invention of 
working and applying of precious & more common Stones for the greater 
perfection of watches clocks and other engines, And the same was received and read the first time. 

" Resolved that the Bil l be read a 2 nd time. 
" Jovis 14° die Decembris 3° Annre Reginre 1 7 04. 

" A  Bill, for the further encouragement of the new Art or Invei1tion of 
working and applying of precious and more common Stones, for the greater 
perfection of watches, clocks, and other engines, was read a Second time. 

" Resolved,-That the Bill be committed to Mr. Foley, Lord JVIarquis 
Hartington, Sir Math. Dudley, Mr. Bridges, Lord Orrery, Sir Godfrey Copley, 
Mr. Vfoollaston, Mr. Stanhope, JVIr. Hysham, Mr. 'Ninnington, Lord Coningsby, 
:rvrr. Palmes, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Crosse, Sir Jos. Jekyll , Mr. Cesar, Mr. Pagit, 
Mr. Brett, JVIr. Roberts, Sir Chr. Hales, JVIr. Pitfeild, Lord Cutts, JVIr. Grevill, 
Lord Eclw. Russell, Sir Fra-Massam, Sir Gerv. Elwes, l\fr. Nicholas, Mr. Yates, Mr. Bridgman, Mr. Vaughan, Mr. Comyns, Mr. Harley. And they are to 
meet this afternoon at Five a Clock, in the Speaker's Chamber. ' 

" Veneris, 1 5° die Decembris 3° Annre Reginre, 1 704. 
" Ordered,-That Sir Gilbert Heathcot, Sir Jeffry J efferyes, Sir Robert 

Clayton, Mr. Moncton, Sir John Thorold ,  Mr. Wentworth, be added to the 
Committee, to whom the B ill, for the further encouragement of the new Art 
of applying precious, and more common Stones, for the greater perfection of 
Watches, C locks, and other Engines, is committed." 

" Lunre, 1 8° die Decembris 3° Annre Reginre, 1 704. 
" A  Petition of the Clock-makers and Watch-makers in and about the 

Cities of London and Westminster, and Liberties thereof, on behalf of them­
selves, and all the Watch-makers and Clock-makers throughout the Kingdom, 
was presented to the House and read , setting forth, that the Bill depending 
in the House, for the further encouragement of the new Art or Invention of 
working and applying of precious and more common Stones, for the greater 
perfection of watches, clocks, and other engines, is founded upon false 
pretences, and, if i t  should pass, will greatly predjudice the Petitioners 
Trades in general : and praying to be heard by Counsel against the said B ill. 

" Ordered,-That the consideration of the said Petition be referred to 
the Committee ; to whom the said Bill i s  committed and that the Petitioners 
be heard by their Counsel, if they think fit, before the Committee, thereupon 3 

" A petition of the Jewellers, Diamond-cutters, Lapidaries, Seal-cutters, Engravers in Stone, and others dealing in Jewels, and precious Stones, and 
more common Stones, in and about the Cities of London and \Vestminster, 
was presented to the House, and read ; setting forth, that they conceive, the 
Bill now in the House for the further Encouragement of the new Art or 

' ·  
0

• 3 J ournal of the House of Commons, pages 453, 459 and 462. 
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Invention of working and applying of precious and more common Stones, 
for the greater Perfection of Watches, Clocks, and other Engines, will, in a 
great measure, infringe upon the Petitioners in their several Arts and Trades, 
and abridge them of working and applying Jewels, and Stones in many 
Things : And praying, that they may be heard by Counsel against the said 
Bill. 

" Ordered,-That the Consideration of the said Petition be referred to 
the Committee, to whom the said Bill i s  committed. ' 

" 1 704-5 .  January 1 5 .  The }.faster reported that pursuant to the 
orders of the last Court there has been a constant application and diligence 
used in obstructing the Bill in  Parliament for the sole applying of precious 
and more common Stones in Clocks &c. (viz. ) That the Parliament had 
been petitioned and ordered that the petition should be  referred to the 
Committee to whom the bill was committed. That the petitioners had been 
twice heard by Counsel and themselves against the bill, and that the Com­
mittee had made such amendments that they thought best to destroy it, and 
therefor had therefore struck out all the parts of _the bill but these words, 
' Be it enacted,' and directed a report to be  made accordingly. ' 

" The Master also acquainted the Court that in the proofs brought 
against the Bill, there was an old ·watch produced, the maker's name Ignatius 
Huggerford, that had a stone fixed in the cock and balance work, which was 
of great use to satisfy the Committee. 

" Ordered,-That the Renter 'Narden do buy the said Watch (if he can) 
to  be kept for the Members of the Company's use to  defend them in case 
the Patentees should commence any suit . 

" Memorandum ,-The said 'vVatch was bought of Henry Magson for 
£ 2 1 0s. and the Watch was left with the Master of the Company. 2 

" Ordered,-That ten shill ings be given to Mr. Wm. Seale who attended 
to prove his having the V/atch above mentioned before the date of the Patent, 
and that he sold i t  to Mr. Magson.3 

" 1 705 .  1 6th October. Paid all ffees charges and expences in and 
about obstructing the Bill in Parl iament for makeing jewel! Watches, viz. :-

" Under Clerk in Parliament . . .  £r r 1 6  6 
Clerks Fees at Committees &c. I 7  10 6 
Mr. Lawton Sollici tor 50 Guin 53 15 o 
Mr. Harvey Sollicitor 1 0  Guin 1 0  1 5  o 
Clerke of the Company for Copys &c. o 2 0  0 
Beadle of the Company for his pains o 5 0 
Fees to Councill at severall times o 8 I I 

To several! Witnesses for their Attendance 6 1 3  1 7 
For Printing Reasons and paper 6 7 3 
Messengers Charges and Expences &c. 9 20  1 9 

Paid in all on this occasion £1 69 9 9 

' Journal of the House of Commons, 21st December, 1704, p. 467. 
2 It is a Silver \Natch (still preserved in the Company's Museum), with tortoiseshel l outside case, mounted and studded with silver, silver dial, wi th rotary clay of the month circle. I gnatius Huggerford was a Freeman of the 1 J aberdashers' Company. l Te w::ts admitted and sworn a Brother of this Company J uly 3rd, 1671. 3 Company's J ourn::tl I T I. 



248 TJ IE  CLOCKi\ f  AK E RS' COi\l PANY. " 1 7  r r .  November 5. The Master acquainted the Court that one Mr. Hutchinson had been with him and offered to discover a new Invention or Improvement (as he called it) in Watchwork to preserve and keep Watches from dust and that the same (as he alledged) would be of great use to the trade in general, if the Company would consider him for his Invention. Orclerecl that the l\faster and \Vardens with such Assistants as they shall call in, shall be empowered to discourse with Mr. Hutchinson about his Invention and report the same and their opinion thereon to next summoned Court.' 
" 1 7 1 1 . January 1 4 .  The l\faster reported that he with several of the Court of Assistants had met Mr. Hutchinson and discoursed with him upon his pretended invention, which is to keep dust out of Watches, and the Master and several others present giveing their opinions that the same did not deserve the notice of the Company so as to give him anything, and it  being alledged that something to the like purpose had been clone before :­The Question was put whether Mr. Hutchinson should have anything from the Comp:rny (or his showing his Invention ? It passed in the Negative. " Ordered,-That a Caveat be  entered with the Attorney and Solicitor General against any Patent to pass to Mr. Hutchinson for h is pretended Invention. °  " 1 7 1 2. May 1 6. The  Printed Votes of t he  House of  Commons of Wednesday the 1 4th inst. were produced to this Court and part thereof, in the following words, read ' A  Petition of John Hutchinson was presented to the House and read praying that leave may be given to bring in a bill for securing to him a new Invention of a portable movement with what improvements h e  shall make thereof to measure time, by such powers and for such (time) as shall be thought meet ; Ordered That leave be given to bring in a bill according to the prayer of the said petition And that Sir YVilliam Windham, Mr. Auditor Harley, Mr. Foley and Mr. Lownds do prepare and bring in the same.' " \\Thereupon this Court made the following order viz. Ordered That the Master and Wardens do take care to get a copy of the said petition forthwith and communicate the same to the Members of this Court and also a copy of the said Bill as soon as they can and acquaint the Court of Assistants with the same in order to their speedy opposing the passing such Bill." 3 

The following is the text of H utchinson's Petition above 
mentioned :-" To the Honorable the Commons of Great Brittain in Parliament assembled. " The humble petition of John Hutchinson, " Sheweth,-That your Petitioner having invented and brought into Practice a portable movement to measure Time, which instead of the severall cross Motions, hol low Wheels with Teeth paralel to their Axes, used in former Movements, bath all the Axes paralel and streight, all the Wheels, the Plates, and the Ballance paralel and flat, all the Teeth streight in the Lines of the Diameter of the Wheels : The Axes, or Spindle of the Ballance, , . ,, 3 Comp:rny's Journ:il I L L  



THE CLOCK1\'1AKERS1 COMPANY. 249 moved by two Wheels alternately, and traversing equall Distance in equal Time, without Pause : in such sort that none of its moveing Parts can move nearer to, or farther from each other : Whereby in the Opinion of the greatest Mathematicians, and the best Judges of such :Movements it is capable of moveing wore equally, and less lyable to be disturbed by external motion, so that it may be of great Use to the Publ ick for finding the Longitude, and in several other respects. Besides what is here set forth your petitioner can make severall further additions, and Improvements. And has likewise a contrivance to wind up this, or any other :Movement without an aperture in the Case through which anything can pass to foul the move­ment. Now your Petitioner is advised that the time granted by a Patent, the ordinary reward of such Inventions, cannot be sufficient in a thing of this nature, because i t  will require much time, contrivance, and nicety of work­manship to bring it to the perfection it is capable of before your Petitioner can be reimbursed the great expence he has and shall be at therein, and that Patents are also defective in never describing the Essentiall parts of the Invention to secure it, and the Improvements thereon, to the Inventor ; and that for want of assigning a Penalty, the damages to be recovered for rnakeing a thing of this  value will not be worth sueing for, and that for want of power to discover the :Maker or Seller these things may be made, and carried away, privately and so used at sea. " Your petitioner therefore humbly prays, that this Honorable House will be pleased to give leave, That a B il l  or Clause may be brought in for securing these inventions and the improvements therein to your Petitioner by such powers and for such term of Time as to your Honours in your great wisdom, and justice shall seem meet. " A1:d your Petitioner shall ever pray, &c. 
" J OHN HUTC H I N SON." 1 7 1 2 . May 2 1 . A copy of the Bill was read, Mr. Charles Lawton and Mr. Harvey Solicitors in Parliament were ordered to oppose its passing. " Petition of the iVIaster Wardens and several Assistants praying to be heard by counsel or otherwise against the Bill was agreed to and signed. " Ordered,-That the Master, "\Vardens, and such Assistants as they shall call in do take care to get the said petition presented and to draw up Reasons against passing the Bill, and do all other Acts necessary thereunto, and the Renter Warden is to pay and defray all charges and expenses relating to and concerning the same." l 

The Petition, which was presented to Parl iament on the 
2 2 nd M ay, and referred to a Committee, was in the folio-w ing 
terms :- " To the Honorable the Commons of Great .!Jritain in Parliament assembled . " The humble Petition of the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London in behalfe of themselves and all other Members of the said Trade, " Sheweth,-That your Petitioners are informed that there is a Bill now depending in this honorable House entitled A Bil l  for securing to 

' Comri:-iny's Journ:11 J T .  



THE CLOCKi\lAKERS' COi\'1 PAN\" . Mr. John Hutchinson the Property of a Iviovement invented by him for the more exact measuring of time both in Motion and at Rest. " That your Petitioners humbly conceive that they shall be able to prove that in case the said Bill should pass into a Law, i t  would be highly pre­j udicial and destructive to their Trade, as well as a very great discouragement to all farther Improvements of their Art. " Vlherefore your Petitioners humbly pray they may be heard by their councill or otherwise against severall matters conteyned in the said Bill. " And your Petitioners shall ever pray &c. (Signed) Tho. Gibbs John Barrow George Merttins Robt. Halsted Charles Gretton Joseph ·windmills 
Tho. Tornpion Robt. Webster Benj" Graves Geo. Etherington Tho. Taylor John Pepys. ' 1 

Reasons for and against the Bill were also printed and 
circulated amongst the Members of Parliament. 

The following account of the proceedings in  Committee 
on the Bill is taken from the Records of the Company :-" 1 7 1 2. July 7. The Report of the proceedings in opposing Mr. Hutchinson's Bill in Parliament was read in Court and approved, and the same with the several Reasons and other Papers therein mentioned were ordered to be put into the Book where Counsel's opinion upon several matters are entered or else put into the Company's Chest. (Fees and expences for opposing the same - £ 1 43 1 3s. 4½d.) " 1 7 1 2. June 2. The Committee sat and heard both parties ; the Counsel for the Company produced a movement made by Mr. Charles Goode about 14 years ago, and Mr. Hutchinson's movement was also produced to the Committee and several questions were asked Mr. Goode and Mr. Graham, and they also asked Mr. Hutchinson severall questions, to which he could make l ittle or no answer, but confest l\tfr. Goode's movement was made as his. · So the Committee seemed satisfied that Mr. Hutchinson's movement \Yas not a new invention and adjourned till this day fortnight. " June 1 4. The Master, Mr. "\Varden Shaw, and Mr. Harvei the Solicitor attended Sir William YVindham, the Chairman of the Committee, to know if it was his pleasure to proceed further upon the said Bill ,  and he gave for answer that he would not proceed further therein. " 1 7 1 2 . November 3. A proposal in wntmg of Mr. Samuel "\Vatson's about an instrument to discover the hour of the day at Sea and several other useful Mathematical matters, which he therein offered to deliver and sell to the Company on certain condit ions therein specified was read and considered, And the result was that this Court do not concern i tself therein. " I7 1 6. February 1 8. The Clerk acquainted the Court that he had received a Letter from the Attorney General's C lerk giving notice that a Petition of Charles Clay for a Patent for a Machine to ans,Yer the encl of 



THE CLOCIOIAK ERS'  COMPANY. 2 5 1 a Repeating Watch or Clock was referred by His Majesty to the Attorney General to consider of, and that the Company may be heard if they think convenient, And thereupon this Court came to the following Resolutions (viz.) " That Mr. Gretton, Mr. Renter Warden, Mr. Jackson and the Clerk do forthwith go to Mr. Attorney General's and desire a time for the Company to be heard, and also that they fee S' Robert Raymond to be of Council for the Company in this Case. " And that the Master and Wardens or any of them with such Assistants as they shall call in shall be a Committee to meet from time to t ime to draw up Reasons and oppose the said Patent, And the Renter Warden is to lay out such sums of money for Fees and expences as shall be advised necessary therein." ' 
The following is a Copy of Clay's Petition above 

referred to :- " To the King's most excellent Majesty " The humble petition of Charles Clay of Flockton 111 the County of York, vVatchmaker, " Sheweth,-That your petitioner hath lately invented a Tviachine that repeats the hours and quarters either upon a single Bell or upon more bells by changes or tunes from the communication of a pocket 'Natch, without taking off the outward case or fixing the same on the Fuzee of tl1e said Watch or any way obstructing or hindering the motion ; which Machine is very small and portable and wholly answers the encl of a Spring Clock or Repeating Watch or Clock as to repeating the hours and quarters, and may be put into the machine with no more trouble than laying the Watch out of one's pocket. " That your Majesty's petitioner hath spent several years and con­siderable sums of money by separate trials and alterations to bring the said Machine to perfection and is the first and only inventor thereof (which when seen may be easily made by other Artists) and will be a great discouragement to rare and new inventions. " Your petit ioner therefore humbly beseeches your Majesty to be graciously pleased to grant him a patent, as the first and only inventor of the said Machine, for the sole making and selling thereof for the term of 1 4  years, with prohibitions to the making using or selling such Machines, or any other of the like nature or use proceeding from the said inventions, within your Majestys dominions &c. " And your Petitioner as in duty bound shall every pray &c. ' CHARLES CLAY." 
Both parties were heard by the Attorney-General on the 

2 5 th of February, when the Master of the Company left a 
series of Reasons agai nst the proposed Patent. O n  the 20th 
M arch they again attended, and Mr .  Quare produced a Watch 
and Machine to answer the same encl as Mr. Clay's, but the 
Attorney-General reported in  favour of Clay. 

' Company's Journal I I I .  
s 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. r 7 r 7 .  January 2 0. The C lerk read a report of the Company's pro­ceeding, against Clay's Patent from the beginning, which was approve�, and ordered to be entered in a book for that purpose, for the better d1rect10n of the Company in like Cases for the future, By which Report it appe::ired That the Lords of the Counci l  were of opinion, That the Patent sued for would be prejudicial and a discouragement to our Trade. 1 7 q. February 3. The Clerk acquainted the Court that he had received a Letter from the Council Chamber that His Majesty was unable to hear Clay's affair in Council ; the Letter was read and thereupon the Court Adered the Clerk to take out a Copy of the said Order if any was made relating thereto. " 1 7 1 7 . April 8. A Petition to his  Majesty against Mr. Clay's Patent was agreed upon and Ordered to be signed by the Clerk on behalf of the Company and carried to the Secretary's Office. " To the King's most Excellent Majesty " The humble Petition of the l\faster ·wardens and Assistants of the Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clockmaking of the City of London as well on behalf of themselves and m::iny hundred Artists of your Maj 1
Y

5 antient Company of Clockmakers London as of all others of that Trade within your Maj 1Y5 Dornin115
' " Sheweth,-That whereas one Charles Clay, of Stockton in the County of York, Watchmaker hath presented his Petition to your Maj'Y Praying a Patent for the term of 1 4  Years for the sole making, using, and selling ,Yithin your Maj 1Y5 Dominions of a small portable Machine, which he alledges repeats the hours and quarters upon one or more bells by Changes or Tunes from the communication of a pocket Watch, without fixing the same on the Fuzee of the said \Vatch or any way obsfructing or hindering its motion, and of any other of the like nature or Use proceeding from his Invention which he affirms to be new, And your Maj 'Y having been pleased to refer his said Petit ion to Mr. Attorney Gener1 1  ,Yho hath reported in favour of the said Charles Clay. " And your Petrs humbly conceiving the sai d Machine is not a new invention and that a Patent for the same will be prejudicial and inconvenient to the Public both at home and abroad as they can m::ike appear, if your Maj'Y wil l be graciously pleased to vouchsafe them a hearing as your Predecessrs have indulged them upon like unreasonable appl ications for such Patents. Wherefore your Per most humbly beseech your Maj'Y to be graciously pleased to hear what Reasons by themselves and Councill they have to offer ::igainst a Patent for the said Mr. Clay's Machine. " And your Per as in duty bound shall ever pray &c. " Signed by order of the Pet" this 8th day of Aprill 17 1 7 in the 3rd year of your l\faj1

l'
5 Reign by Fra. Speidell, Clerk of the said Company. 

" SOi\I E REASONS AGAINST PASSING A PATENT FOR CHARLES C LAY'S 
P RETENDED NEW INVENTI ON. " That Mr. Clay's Machine is not a new Inven:ion may ::ippear from the following Reasons :-" 1 st.-It being only a pockett watch, and the work of a repeatina watch or clock. that have communication one with the other and repeats the Houres & Quarters upon one Bell, or upon more Bells, by changes or tunes, 



THE CLOCKMA K ERS' COMPANY. " 2nd.-1,Vatches have been made time out of mind and are therefore not his Invention and the Repeating Watch or Clock, has been made in great numbers and by variety of Ways and Motions ; Repeating the Homes & Quarters on one Bell or upon more Bells by C-:hanges or Tunes as the !\'faker thought fitt, and have been made by most of the "\Vatchrnakers & Clockmakers in London; and all over England between 30 & 40 yeares last past and therefore cannot be his invention. Now Mr. Clay alleclges his invention is from the communication of a pockett w:1tch without taking off the outward case or fixing the same on the Fuzee of the s:1id watch or :1ny ,ray obstructing dr h indering its motion. " Al l  the Repeating Pockett Watches or Clocks that h:1Ye been hitherto made have had the work of a pockett w:1tch, :encl the work of a Repeating pockett watch made to them ; and those two sepante p ieces of work have communication one with the other, so th:1t they do not interfere or obstruct one the other ; And are so \\·ell and artificially contriv'd that they are no bigger _& as portable  as an ordinary pockett watch ; and less trouble than iVIr. Clay's Machine, and are not of his Invention ; But he has rather borrowed or taken his Machine from them ; his, ha,·ing the same works that are in them. " Al l  Table  repeating Clocks have t,rn separate pieces of work to them, the one to show the hour and minute and any other motion that the maker thinks fitt to make to them, and i s  called the going or watch part, and the other is called the striking or repeating part that strikes the homes and repeats the quarters and if required are made to play several !  Tunes on Bells to great perfection and have communication one with the other so that they do not obstruct or hinder one the other, as most gentlemen by experience have found that have bought them. " 3rcl.-Had Mr. Clay been better acquainted with the many new inventions and improvements that have been made by members of the Clockmakers' Company in 1Vatches & Clocks, and the many and various ways of communicating the severall parts of work one with the other within 40 years past which has made their work famous through most parts of the worid, yet none of them ever had a Patent for the greatest Invention they have' made, Mr. Clay would have been so modest as not to desire a patent for what he has now clone, since what has been clone before apparently exceed h is. " If this Patent should pass it would create great disturbance and Law suits between the Patentee and the other workmen of London, and all over the King's Dominions ; And it is impossible to see at present the misch ief  it may do. And every man that makes the least alteration for the time to come, that has not been clone h is  way before wil l think himself entitled to a Patent as much as :iVIr. Clay was for his ; and then Patents wi l l  soon be innumerable as the alterations have been within 40 years past." 
The following Letter was rece ived by the Company, 

intimating that upon the Attorney-General's report, a \!\Tarrant 
l1ad been prepared for the K i ng's signature for passing Clay's 
Patent :- " Vlhitehall 61/t .f1111e I7 I7. " Sir,-In pursuance of a Report from the Attorney General in favour of Charles Clay, who pretends to have invented a l\tfachine, that repeats hours and quarters from the communication with a pocket ·watch. s '? 



T H E  CLOCIG\ IAK ERS' COJVI PANV . a Warrant is prepared for His :Majesty's signature for the passing of a Patent to secure to the said Charles Clay the benefit of his said invention, for fourteen years pursuant to the Statute in that behalf, but there lying also in this office a petition of the Master and Company of the Clockmakers against the said invention, lVIy Lord Sunderland being desirous that if they have any further objections against the said patent than what they produced to the Attorney General, they might have an opportunity of setting them forth, will delay offering the said warrant to be signed till they have been heard before h is  Majesty's Privy Council, I have therefore transmitted the said petition of the Company of Clockmakers to the Clerk of the Council in waiting and give yon notice of it (being informed it was brought by you to the Secretary's office) that you may acquaint the persons concerned therewith, to the end they may apply to the Counci1 Office for a hearing, otherwise it will be unreasonable to delay passing of the patent above mentioned. " Your most obedient bumble Servant 
" CH. DELAFAYE. " 

The M aster, \i\Tardens and Assistants immediately peti­
tioned the Lords of the Privy Council to be further heard 
against the proposed Patent. And at a Meeting of the Council , 
held on the r 5 th of J uly, i t  was determined to refer the matter 
to a Commi ttee of the ·whole Council to hear objections against 
the Patent, and to report their opinion thereon. 

The Report being unfavorable, the Patent was not 
granted. The opposition cost the Company £ 74 r 7s. I r d.  " 1 7 1 9. December 7 .  The Master having reported to this Court that Mr. Clay had petitioned his JVIajesty for a rehearing of his affair in order to obtain a Patent for h i s  pretended new invention, and that he had caused a Petition to be lodged at the Council Office at the Cockpit in opposition to Mr. Clay's, This Court did approve thereof and cloth Order that all proper means be used by this Court to h inder the said Clay's Petition from taking effect." 

N o  further steps, however, were taken by Mr. Clay, and 
the subject dropped. 

" 1 7 2 9. January 1 9. Upon reading a Petition of John Hoddle and John Stafford, Watch Engravers, on behalf of themselves and the rest of the Watch Engravers, setting forth that one Mr. Griliat is  upon a project of stamping D ial Plates for Watches which, if carried on, will be very destructive to the business of Watch Engraving :-It was upon the question put, voted and resolved that this Court will not only discourage the said undertaking themselves, but will also use their utmost endeavours to persuade others of the trade to discourage the said undertaking. • 
' Company's Journal IV,  
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" 1 755 .  March 6. This Court was cal led to consider of a Patent 
lately appl ied for by Joseph Bosley, 'v\Tatchmaker, of Leadenhall Street and 
said to be  for an improvement in the making of ·watches. 

" Resolved,-That the Master and ·wardens be desired to call to them 
such of  the Assistants as they think fi t, and enquire into the proceedings 
relating to i t, and take proper measures to prevent it  being carried into 
operation, and the Renter Warden to defray the charges of such an application ."  ' 

The Patent was granted by H is Majesty M arch I ,  1 7 5 5 . 

" 1 st.--For increasing the number of teeth in small pinions throughout 
the whole movement of repeating and other Watches, The p inions con­
sequently become larger and the wheel that leads them goes farther from the 
centre, A wheel and pinion more than commonly used, is necessary to 
prevent the Watch going down before the usual time, but each wheel leading 
its pinion so much farther from the centre lessens the friction. The balance 
wheel goes the contrary way. 

" 2nd.-A new-invented slide, which slide has no wheel attached to it. 
The Index turns upon a brass socket, and points to an arch of a circle, 
divided with the word faster on one end, and the word slower on the other, 
and the Index may be made with a cock to keep it down, or with screws or with springs." 

" 17 5 5 . April 7. The Renter Warden was desired to buy one of the 
·watches made according to the new Patent." 3 

I MPORTATION A N D  EXPORTATION ) FALSE MARKING  A N D  

EN GRAVI N G, HALL-MA RKING) ETC.J ETC. 

I
N deal ing with this branch of the subject, it must be pre­

m i sed that i t  is not within the scope of the present work 
to enter upon an inqu iry as to the Trade generally, or the 
development of the " Arts or Mysteries " embraced with in the 

r Company's Journal IV .  . c Ahridgments of specifications of Palen ls rclalmg lo vValcl1es, &c . ,  J 858, P· 3 -
c ;  Company's Journal IV. 
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sphere of the Company's oversight, but rather to record the 
action taken by the Court of Assistants i n  the interest of the 
public, to prevent the sale of articles of inferior workmanship 
at home, and to prohibit the importation of foreign goods of 
a l ike character, which, i n  addition to bearing the name of 
some celebrated English \i\Tatch or  Clockmaker, also had 
counterfeit  Goldsmiths' H all-marks, and were offered to the 
public as of English manufacture. 

I n  the Chapter on Searches, it has been shewn that from 
a very early period of their existence the Company availed 
themselves of every opportunity to protect the public and the 
trade from the fraudulent and deceitful practices of some 
of the more u nscrupulous workers in  the Art, whether 
English or Foreigners, who were to be found within the 
l imits of the j urisdiction assigned by the Charter. 

There were, however, other methods by which the 
public were defrauded and the English maker injured, to 
which much attention was devoted. Amongst these may be 
enumerated the exportation of E nglish Cases, Dial Plates, 
and other parts of \tVatches and Clocks, to be fitted to Foreign 
vVorks of in ferior quality, and re-imported as of English 
manufacture ; the pirating of the names of  ·well-known 
makers, the fraudulent imitation of the English Goldsmiths' 
marks, Hal l -marks, etc. , etc. 

The entries in the Company's Records concerning these 
and s imilar proceedings, which brought great d iscredi t  upon 
E nglish work and great distress upon the workmen,  are very 
numerous, and too lengthy to be given in extenso . More­
over, owing to the close connection which these matters of  
trade regulation necessarily have ·with each other, and the 
circumstance that the Company, in many instances, dealt with 
several of them by the same operation, i t  is  impossible so to 
classify them as to shew separately the results obtained i n  
respect o f  each grievance for which a remedy was sought. 
It has therefore been deemed desirable to arrange chrono­
logically, and in a condensed form, some of the proceedings of 
the Court of  Assistants having reference to these objects. " 1 6 5 7. October r. rdr. J ohn Smith was fined and paid r os. for putting Estme Hubert's name upon a watch. ' 

' Company's J ournal I .  



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. " 1 682 .  November 1 6. The Company of Goldsmiths having lately convened before them Mr. Nathaniel Delaunder Watch Case Maker upon pretence of a Gold Case made by him which upon their Assay 1 made is found not to be of the fineness appointed for Goldsmiths' work by an Act made in the 1 8th year of Queen Elizabeth (which was Anno 1 5 76, entitled an Act for Reformation of Abuses in Goldsmiths 0
) this Court was called only upon this occasion, and it being j udged that not only Mr. Delauncler but the whole Company, and especially Case Makers and small Clockmakers, were or would be concerned in this matter ;-the sense and resolution of the Court was that Mr. J ererny Gregory (who i s  of the Company and Court of the Goldsmiths) should endeavour that the Goldsmiths would admit of some persons of this as a Committee to meet with some of their Company to discourse them, and if they can to take them off from any their intended prosecution by making them sensibie of the great unfitness inconveniency and insufficiency of their works for the end they are made, if they should be made of the fineness in the aforesaid Act, which is conceived relates only to Abuses in Goldsmiths not Clockrnakers or any professing any branch of that Art. A Committee was thereupon nominated ' to apply to such Counsell learned in the Laws and acquainted with the customs and usages of the C ity and Corporation therein as they m ight think fit for advice. The charge thereof to be borne out of the Company's stock. ' " 3 

I n  J anuary, 1 69 7, a Bil l  was ordered to be brought into 
Parliament permitting the exportation of Vv atches, Sword­
h ilts, etc. The Company thereupon considered the desirabil ity 
of obtaining the insertion of a Clause i n  the B ill , for prohibiting 
the exportation of Dial Plates and empty Boxes and Cases 
for Clocks and \i\latches, and for preventing other than 
Freemen of London from putting " London " on their 
vVatches and Clocks, and authorized the Master and Wardens 
to employ legal assistance to accomplish these objects. 

z According to Chaffers, the  first instance on record of an al\empl Lo reduce Golclsmilhs '  work to a certain standard was in  the reign or Henry I II ,  A. D. 1 238. /' The assaying of t h e  precious metals was a privilege conferred upon the  Goldsmiths' Comrfany b y  a S t at ule of the 28th Edward I, cap. 20, A.D. 1300, by which it was enacted that no Goldsmith �hould use any gold which was worse than the touch (or assay) or Paris, or any silver inferior to the alloy of Sterlilll: ; that no vessels of gold r>r silver were to l .,e  delivered from the hands of the workman until they had been assayed by t he \Vardens of the Craft, and marked wi th  the leopard's head. The ·wardens were empowered lo go from shop to shop and see i f  the gold was good, and, if not, they were to break i t  up, r.ncl such gold was forfeited to the King. -( Vide " Hall-marks on Plate ,"  by W. Chaffers, F. S.A., 1863.) / The ordinances of the Goldsmiths' Company for 1 336 direct t he  following marks lo be put upon all assayed work : - r .  The Goldsmith's Mark ( h is initials) . . 2. The Assay Mark (probably a letter of  the alphabet). 3. The Mark of  Goldsmiths' Hall (a  leopard's head, crowned). By an Act or Parliament, 1 7tl1 Edward IV, cap. 1 ,  147 7, lhe standard of gold wares was fixed at 18-carats, and silver at the same as sterling ; and in 1576, the 18th of Elizabeth, cap. 15,  it was fixed at 22-carats. In 1798, by an Act of l'arliarnent, 38Lh Ceo. I I I, cap. 69, t he  standard of gold wares was again fi xed at 18-carats. 
0 18th E l izabeth, cap. xv. By t his Act, i l  is  enacted that no Goldsm i t h 's work sl1ould be less in fineness for gold than " twenty-lwo carrottes, and thal  lie use noe Sother, Amell or other stuffinges whatsoever in anye of  Lheir workes more then ys necessaric for Lhe f)'.nyshing of  the same . . . . for the ownce of  Golde." For silver, the slandarcl of lineness 1s set, at not Jess than " 1 1  ownces 2 penye waightes . . . .  for every Pounde waighte of Plate or \Vares of Sylver." 3 Company's Journal 11.  
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I n  February following they submitted Clauses for the 
purpose, and also a Clause requiring all makers of Clocks and 
vVatches to put their own names, and the City, Town, or 
place, of which they were free, on articles of_ their manufacture. 

Reasons in favor of the Clauses · were approved and 
adopted, and directed to be d istributed to Members of 
Parliament. 

The Company were successful in  their endeavours, as 
may be seen from the Extract from the Act, 9th and r oth 
vVill iam I I I, cap . xxvi i i ,  quoted in the Advertisement issued 
by them in December 1 7 7 7.-( Vide pages 260- r . ) 

I n  Aprit r 699, the Court directed an abstract of this 
Act to be prepared and printed, and to be d istributed to the 
Trade for their information. 

In July, r 704, i t  was reported by the Master that certain 
persons at Amsterdam were in  the habit of putting the names 
of Tompion, vVindmills, Quare, Cabrier, Lamb, and other 
well-known London makers, on their works, and selling them 
as English . A Committee was thereupon appointed to 
determine what course could be pursued for the prevention 
of such abuses, but the results of their exertions do not 
appear. 

On the 6th June, r 709, the Court were informed by the 
Master that he had been desired by the Lords Commissioners 
for Trade and Plantations to submit reasons for insisting upon 
the French K ing taking off the prohibition on the importation 
of Clocks and Watches i nto F ranee. The reasons so prepared 
by him were read, and after modification approved and 
ordered to be s igned by the Clerk and presented. 

I n  March, r 7 r 7 ,  a B ill was before Parliament to prevent 
the clandestine running of goods, and i t  is recorded i n  the 
journals of the House of Lords that the Clockmakers' Com­
pany promoted the insertion of a Clause therein relating to 
the exportation of Clocks and Watches, which Clause ·was 
opposed by the Goldsmiths' Company. The Bill ,  ho-wever, 
does not seem to have become Law that year. 

I n  January, I 7 I  8 ,  there is another entry in the Court 
Minutes upon the same subject, which shows that the object 
of the Clause was to get rid of the Oath required to be made 
on exporting vVatches as to the quality of the gold or silver 
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used therein.  The Bill imposing the Oath was read and 
debated, and eventually a modified Clause, as framed by the 
Goldsmiths' Company, was adopted . The Act became Law 
i n  r 7 r 9 (5 th George I, cap. xi .  ), but, as it contains no Clause 
to the effect desired, the Company's efforts do not appear to 
have been successful. 

I n  J uly, r 7 7 7, Mr. Charles Cabrier, hav ing obtained 
evidence that his name had been falsely used upon foreign 
vVatches, brought the subject before the Court, when the 
following entry was made in the M inutes :-

" 1 7 7 7. July 7 .  Mr. Charles Cabrier attended and acquainted the 
Court that  he  had entered prosecutions against sundry persons for  putting h is  
name to Watches which they had made up without h i s  knowledge or  consent, 
praying their assistance and advice, which was unanimously promised when­
ever he  applied again, i f  he  would indemnify the Company from every expense 
that may arise from the prosecution of this business." 1 

The following paragraph upon the subject appears i n  the 
Annual Register, 3 rd December, I 7 7 7  :-

" Was tried before Lord Mansfield in the Court of King's Bench, a 
remarkable case the first instance of its kind, Cabrier against Anderson, for 
putting his (Cabrier's) name to 5 watches made by the Defendant, and thereby 
hurting the reputation of the plaintiff. A verdict was given for £ 1 00, being 
£20 for each watch agreeable to an Act of Parliament of William I I I. " "  

Upon the result of M r. Cabrier's case being made known 
to the Company, a special meeting of the Court was convened 
for the purpose of determining as to the desirabili ty of issuing 
some publ ic notification, by way of caution, to offenders, and 
for the protection of the purchaser. The following is the 
M inute i n  relation thereto :-

" 1 7 7 7. December 1 8. The Master acquainted the Court that the 
occasion of the present Meeting being summoned was i n  consequence of an 
application made to him by several of the Business in order to consider of 
some method to prevent the illicit practices carried on by sundry persons of 
putting the names of respectable Watchmakers without their consent on 
Watches not made by them. Ordered that tbe Clerk do read the Bye Laws 
which concern the manufacturing of Watcbes and the Act of Parl iament of the 
9th and 1 0th of William the Third. On a motion i t  was unanimously resolved 
that the Bye Law page 2 3,3 together with the extract from the Act of the 9 th  
& 1 0th of William the  Third, Chapter 2 8  and paragraph the  2nd be  printed 
in the Gazette and in the several Public Morning and Evening Papers with a 
declaration that the Court of Assistants are determined to prosecute all 
persons offending against the same." 4 

1 Company's Journal I V. 
3 :Bye Law 46. 

0 This  is  the Act l ,crore rererrcd Lo. 
4 Company's Journal I V. 
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I n  consequence thereof the following advertisement was 
published :- " London IBtlt December I777. " Whereas the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers of London have lately discovered that for a long time past illicit practices ha\·e been made use of by several persons here, in making up base and bad 'v\Tatches and putting thereon the names of the most respectable and known London Vlatchmakers to the great prejudice and discredit of the said Watchmakers and contrary to an Act of Parliament and Bye Law of the said Company. Therefore that no Person or persons may hereafter plead ignorance of the said Act and Bye Law, the said Company have hereby caused the said Act and Bye Law to be published with notice that if  any person or persons shall hereafter be found offending therein, that the said Act and Bye Law shall be put in  force against such offender or offenders by the said Company. " Signed by order of Court " THO. HUGHES, Clerk. " THE BYE LAW. " Item,-1i\Thereas there bath formerly been divers and great abuses offered to divers expert and sufficient workmen in the said Art or Trade of Clockmaking, as well by importing from beyond the Seas as by making within the Realm faulty and deceitful work upon which have been set the names or marks of some other workmen who made it not, to the discredit and disgrace of them the said wronged workmen, whereby the others d ishonesty and deceit is not discovered. " It is therefore ordained that whosoever hereafter shall be found by the ]\faster Wardens and Assistants of the Fellowship of Clockmakers, or by any of them or their lawful deputy or deputies, to have imported such work from beyond the Seas falsely marked to sell or exchange by way of merchandizing, or to have set any man's name or mark upon any work made within this k ingdom or dominion of Wales other than the name or mark of the true maker or finisher thereof, shall forfeit the said work or works to the King's Majesty, his heirs and successors and also be fined to the use of the said Master, Wardens and Fellowship of Clockrnakers for every time so offending, and for every piece of work which he or they shall be found to offend in the sum of Forty shillings or other greater or lesser sum according to the nature and quality of the said offence, to be taxed by the Master Wardens and Court of Assistants of the said Company. " TFIE ACT OF PARLIAMENT. " And whereas great quantities of empty boxes, cases and dial-plates for Clocks and ·watches have been exported without their movements, and i n  foreign parts made u p  with bad movements, thereon some London 1i\Tatch­makers Names engraven, and so are sold abroad for English work ; and also there have been the like ill practices in England by divers persons, as well by some professing the Art of Clock and Watch making as others ignorant therein, in putting counterfeit nanws as also the names of the most known London Watch makers on their bad Clocks and \Vatches, to the great prejudice of the buyers and the disreputation of the said Art at home and abroad. For the prevention therefore of all such ill practices for the future. 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COi\l PANY. " Be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid that no Person or persons whatsoever sha l l  after the said  24th clay of June export or endeavour to export, or send out of this kingdom of England, dominion of Wales or Town of Berwick-upon-Tweed any outward or inward box case or dial-plate of Gold Silver, Brass or other metal for Clock or '\Vatch without the movement in  or with every such box case or dial-plate made up fit for use, with the Clock or Vlatchmaker's name engraven thereon, nor any person whatsoe,,er after the said 24 clay June sha l l  make up or cause to be made up any C lock or 'Natch without engraving or putting or causing to be engraven or put his or her own name and place of abode, or freedom, and no other name or place on every Clock or "\Vatch he or she shall so make up or caused to be made up under the penalty of forfeiting every such empty box case and dial-plate, clock and watch not made up and engraven as aforesaid and also for each and every such offence the sum of Twenty pounds, one Moiety whereof to be to His Majesty his heirs and successors, and the other Moiety shal l be to h:m, her or them that shall sue for the same in any of His l\fajesty's Courts of Record by Action of debt, bil l , plaint or information, wherein no essoin, protection or ·wager of Law shall be allowed, or more than one imparlance ; anything herein contained or any Law or Statute to the contrary thereof in  anywise not­withstanding." Published in the Gazette 30 December i n  the General Adz 1ertzzer 2 3  December, in the lYlorlli1tg Cltromde 5 J anuary ; in the Londoll Evening 
Post 8 January r 7 7 8. 

An i nfluen tial meeting of the trade was held in October, 
r 780, at wh ich the subject of the grievances sustained by the 
English makers was discussed, and a Deputation appoin ted to 
confer with the Court of Assistants. The  Court received 
them on  the 6th N ovember following, ·when they pointed out 
the great grievances sustained in  the \t\Tatchmaking profession 
by the importation of foreign \t\Tatches, and requested the 
Court's advice and assistance i n  putt ing a stop to the same. 
Several Clauses in the Charter and Bye-Laws relat ive to 
foreign \IVatches were read, and it was determined by the 
Court to carry into execution the powers vested in them for 
preventing the clandestine importation of foreign \t\Tatches. 

On the 2 r st M ay, r 78 r ,  an advertisement was ordered to 
be publ ished in the Daily Advertiser, JVlorniug Clwonic!e, and 
Morning rlera!d, in the following words :-" CLOCK.MAKERS COM PANY. " Whereas the Company of Clockmakers of the C ity of London are assured that for a considerable time past great numbers of Watches and C locks have been i l l egal ly brought into this kingdom from France, Geneva and other foreign parts, to the great cletri.ment of His l\'faj esty's subjects, and which being contrary to the Charter and Bye Laws of this Comp::rny and to the Law of this kingdom, The Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants do 
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hereby give notice that if  any person or persons shall hereafter be fonnd 
offending, that the said Charter and Bye Laws shall strictly be put in  force 
against any such offender or offenders. And the said Master, ·wardens and 
Court of Assistants do hereby further offer a reward of Ten Guineas, to be 
paid on conviction, to any one who shall give information to them or their 
Clerk of the person or persons carrying on such illegal trade. 1 

" Signed by order of the Court, 
" THo. HUGHES, Clerk." 

On the 3rd J une, I 78 2 ,  another Deputation from the 
Trade attended, and solicited the assistance of the Court to 
enable them to pursue some methods for putting a stop to the 
great number of ·watches i llegally brought into the Kingdom 
from foreign parts . 

A Committee was appointed to consult with the Deputa­
tion on the most proper methods to be taken for such purpose. 

On the I I th December, I 786 ,  the Master reported that 
some members of the Trade had informed him that they had 
received a letter containing seven questions, proposed by the 
Lords of Council for Trade, which related to opening the 
trade with France, and desired their answers on the 1 3th 
instant, and that they requested the assistance of the Com­
pany i n  framing proper answers to the said questions. A 
conference was therefore held with a Deputation who were in  
attendance, a t  which the  questions were fully debated, and 
answers thereto agreed upon, as follow :-

" Question 1.-Do you think that upon an equal duty of Ten per cent. 
or lower, the Trade may be opened with France, in the articles of Clocks and 
Watches to the advantage of this country ; and will you state your opinions 
respecting those made of Gold, Silver and JVIetal distinctly ? 

" Ans.-We think it would be of disadvantage respecting Clocks, as well 
as Gold, Silver and Metal Watches. 

" Question 2.-Upon what circumstances do you found your opinion ? 
" Ans.-We think the Trade to France would be d isadvantageous to us 

because first, in  the article of Clocks, we cannot manufacture them so cheap 
as the French, from the different principle on which they are made in the two 
countries, notwithstanding the same principles are known in both, the French 
trusting only to appearance, while the English depend upon the performance 
of theirs, which insures our Trade in Clocks ; the Gold Watches would be 
disadvantageous to us  because we cannot make them so cheap as the French, 
from the standard of our Gold and the quality of our workmanship, both of 
which we think necessary to continue in their present state, to maintain our 
credit, which we consider as the principal , and perhaps the only support to 

' Company's Journal V. 



THE CLOCKMAKERS' COMPANY. this branch of Trade. The Metal and Silver Watches not being of the same general use in France as in other Countries, and we believe scarcely used at all, we do not foresee any probabi lity of those vVatches being introduc:ed from this country into France ; for although we think we can make them as cheap as they can, yet we do not think that the appearance or quality of our cheap S ilver "\Vatches would induce the French to purchase ours, when they can have Gold ones (or Silver or :Metal ones if they prefer them) of their own. " "\Ve therefore think it of the greatest consequence to the manufacture of this Country to preserve the difference as great as possible betwixt the real and ideal difference of this branch of Trade in the two Countries, which we apprehend could not be united in one of the branches of Gold, Silver, or Metal Watches without endangering the uniting the whole, which could not, from the above reasons, but be the ruin of this branch of manufacture. " Question 3.-To what Countries do you now export Clocks and Watches ? " Ans.-We export Clocks and Watches to al l  commercial Countries except France ; and particularly to Holland, Flanders, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Russia, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, East and West Indies, China, &c. " Question 4.-Do you not suppose that the Clocks ;: md Watches you export to Flanders are conveyed from thence into parts of France ? " Ans.-By enquiry of lVIerchants who have resided in Flanders, and who now trade considerably to that Country, we find that the Clocks and Watches exported from hence to Flanders, are not any of them afterwards conveyed into France ; but on the other hand France, Geneva and Switzerland, have the whole of the Flanders trade in Gold "\Vatches, while ours is confined wholly to the Silver Trade ; some of our :Manufacturers have made attempts to introduce our Gold Watches into that Country, but without success, having been underworked by the French, Genevans &c. " Question 5 .-In what does the export of "\Vatches chiefly consist, in those of Gold, S ilver or Metal, and to what Countries are they exported respectively ? " Ans.-To East India, chiefly Gold, to China, chiefly lVIetal, to Holland, many Gold, few Metal and a great many S ilver; to other Countries, some of each, principally Silver, though to Spain, a great many valuable Gold "\Vatches accompany the Silver ones. " .Questio� 6.-What number of Watches do you conceive to be the whole of the exports to different parts of the World ? " Ans.-It is very difficult to determine the number of Watches exported from this Country, but by the nearest calculation we are abl e  to make we presume about Eighty Thousand per annum. " Question 7 .-Are there many French "\Vatches brought into this Country ? " Ans.-Great quantities of Gold \Vatches very detrimental to the Manufacture of this Kingdom, which numbers are greatly increased by the late duty of eight shillings per oz . on wrought Gold plate. " The Answers being thus agreed to, it was determined that they should be prefaced by the following resolution viz. At a Special Court of the Master, Wardens and Assistants of the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers 



THE CLOC K 11fAK ERS' COM PANY. holden on Monday the I 1 th of December I 786. I t  was resolved unanimously tint the following answers to the several questions delivered by order of the Lords of the Committee of Counc i l  for Trade to J VIessrs. Vul l iamy, Upjohn, Jackson and Potter for their answers in writ ing, be fairly copied and signed by the Master and Wardens of the said Company, and presented by the aforesaid Gentlemen to the Lords of the Counc i l  on behalf of the trade at large, which being done the above Gentlemen concluded as follows. " ·we therefore pray your Lordships wil l ,  in consideration of the above reasons, continue the duty upon French Clocks and ·watches as it has hitherto subsisted between the two Countries, and, if we might be permitted, we would endeavour on a future day ,  to propose a plan to prevent the il licit trade herein complained of." 
On the 8th J anuary, 1 78 7, i t  ·was reported to the Court 

that the Ouestions and Answers had been submitted to the 
Lords o(the Committee of Council for Trade, ·who received 
them favourably, and intimated that they would be happy to 
consider any plan the Company and the Trade might submit, 
which they would communicate to the Treasury, to whose 
department the matter appertained. 

On the 5 th February follovving, the Court, after further 
consultation with a Committee of the Trade, unanimously 
resolved, that, in their opinion, i t  would be advantageous to 
the Trade in general to enforce the Duty upon all Clocks 
and Watches imported into this K ingdom. 

A Committee was appointed to endeavour to carry the 
resolution into execution. 

The Committee met on the 9th February, and deter­
m ined that representations should be made to the Lords 
of the Treasury, and also to the Lords of the Committee of 
Council for Trade, desiring that the Company might, agree­
ably to their Charter, put a mark upon all Foreign Clocks and 
\i\Tatches, to certify that they had paid the Duty. 

At a subsequent M eeting of the Committee, a Report to 
the Court of Assistants was agreed upon, ·which ·was adopted 
by the Court on the 1 9th February, when the following 
Representation to the Lords of  the Committee of Council for 
Trade was ordered to be presented :-

" To tl1e Lords of t!te Committee of Council for Tmde. " Mv LORDS, " The Master, Wardens, and Assistants of the Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of C lockmakers of the City of London, beg permission to offer the copy of a Representation drawn up for the purpose of presenting to 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS'  COMPANY. the Lords Commissioners of His  Majesty's Treasury, stating certain grievances their Trade labours under ; and humbly to request your Lordships' assist:mce in obtaining the desired redress. " In the first instance, we humbly conceive it our duty to inform your Lordships, that great numbers of Foreign Clocks and 'v\Tatches have been ,  for some time past, clandestinely brought into this country, and exposed to sale, which numbers are daily increasing, to the great detriment of H is Majesty's Revenue, and very injurious to the manufacture of those articles in this country ;  for which reason we presume it  has become highly necessary to enforce the Duties which are by Law prescribed, on the importation of such goods, and which are at this time generally evaded. " By inquiry at the Custom-house, it appears very few, i f  any, such Foreign Clocks and ·watches brought into this country, are there entered ; and from the facility of introducing such goods, by reason of their being so very portable, it will be difficult to oblige the importers of such articles to make regular entries of the same. " Since the Treaty with France has been generally known to the public, the Clock and Watchmaking branches are thought to be in most clanger of suffering : this opinion we consider as founded upon such just grounds, and is of so much consequence to our Manufacture, that it requires the most serious attention of the Legislature ; for if those Foreign articles should continue to be brought into this country w ithout paying the said Duties, it must be inevitable ruin to our Manufacture of Clocks and Watches, as such · i l lic it trade will increase, when the intercourse between the two countries becomes more frequent, without any method of discovery. " ·with submission to your Lordships, we are of opinion, if the following Regulations were to take place, they would in a great measure remedy the evils complained of ; be truly beneficial to the Revenue, and of important service to this l\tianufacture : " The Master, Wardens, &c. , of the said Company for the time being, to be empowered to strike or affix a certain mark on all Foreign Clocks and Watches imported ;  and if found necessary or expedient, to be farther empowered to receive the Duties thereon, for the benefit of H is Majesty's Revenue, under such restrictions and l imitations as your Lordships may hereafter prescri be. " That i t  shall not be lawful for any person to expose such articles to sale; without the said Duty-mark being first struck or affixed thereto, and the Duties paid thereon, under the penalty of or forfeiture of the goods. " If such Clocks and V/atches shall at any time be brought to the Clock or Watchmaker, or any other person, to repair, it shall not be lawful for them to amend or repair the same, until the sa id Duty­mark is struck or affixed thereto, under the penalty of " The present possessors of such Clocks and Vlatches, to be allowed a convenient time to bring or send such articles to the place appointed, to be there marked, in order to distinguish they were imported previous to such Regulations, or that the ir Clock and Watchmaker may be allowed to get such goods marked for the said time ,  free of ex pence. 



2 6 6  T l -IE  C LOCK.MAKERS,  COM PANY.  " If i t  should be considered such Regulation would affect Foreigners travelling in this country, the remedy is easy, by giving power to the said Masters and Wardens to grant Licenses to Foreigners to get such \,Vatches repaired d uring their stay here, for their own use ; but it shall not be lawful for them to expose to sale such Clock or Watch, until it has received the Duty-mark, and paid the Duty thereon. " A  given power to the :Master, to change the said mark once a year, or oftener, if found necessary, and to appoint Deputies in different d istricts, for the purposes before mentioned, subject to the control of the Revenue Officers in that district. " Authority to seize all such Foreign articles before named, if it shall appear such Duty-mark is copied or imitated ; which goods shall be forfeited for the benefit of the State ; and provision made to free the Company of any expence attending the execution of such Regulations. " As the Duty on the articles above mentioned is laid ad valorem, it is humbly presumed that the Clockmakers' Company are more competent to detect any fraud that may be offered to the Revenue, by an under value of such goods, than any other persons, as their experience in  the various branches of this Manufacture, renders it wholly improbable that such frauds can or may be put in practice. " The disadvantage the manufacture of this country labours under, in  the article of YVatches, is great ; the Duty of Eight Shillings per ounce on our wrought Gold Plate, gives the Foreign article the superiority in our market, which we consider as a substantial reason why the Duty on such articles should be enforced, particularly as the great influx of Foreign Watches herein complained of, consists chiefly of Gold ; farther, it appears reasonab le  to us, a countervailing Duty of Eight Shillings per ounce should be laid on all Foreign-wrought Gold, and Sixpence on Silver Plate, as an addition to the reduced Duty of 2 7½ per cent. " The foregoing Regulations, if considered as calculated to remedy the evils complained of, could not be offensive to the Court of France, as we understand they are in the practice of a similar mode of marking all Foreign Clocks and Watches brought into that country. " The following Extract from the Ordinances made in pursuance of the Charter of this Company, ratified and confirmed by TH01'IAS LORD CovENTRY, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal ; Sir THOMAS RICHARDSON, Knight, Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench ; and Sir ROBERT HEATH, Knight, Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas : " S r- I EWETH, " Article 34th. ' Item, It is also ordained, that all Clocks, ·watches, Larums, and all Cases for Clocks, Watches, and Larums, plaine or graven, made of Mettals, or of any other nature, condition, or fashion whatsoever, or any ether work or works, as Sun-dials, Mathematical Instru­ments, or any other work peculiarly belonging to the Art of Clockmaking, be it for great or small, brought into the Realm of England, or Dominion of Wales, from the parts beyond the seas, to be put to sale, shall be first custorned, and then brought to the Hall of the said Clockmakers of London, 



TI-rn CLOCK.MAK E RS' COi\lPANY. or their meeting-place, and there presented to the Master, ·wardens, and Assistants, to be viewed and approved of, according to the said Letters Patent of Incorporation ; and upon the approbation of the Master, Wardens, and Assistants, or the great part of them, shall , according to the usual custom of the said Company in such cases, receive the mark or allowance of the said Company, before the same be offer'd or put to sale, upon pain of such reasonable penalties as by the said Master, ·wardens, and Court of Assistants, or the more part of them (whereof the Master, and one of the Wardens for the time being, to be two) ,  shall in such case appoint and ordain.' " N  otwithstancling the powers granted by the above-recited Ordinance, we find it totally ineffectual to answer the purposes intended, as it is thereby directed, such goods shall be first customed, which, for the foregoing reasons, and the want of regulations to enforce obedience to the same, such Law never has or can be enforced without the interposition of the Legislature. " From all which premises we would conclude by observing, with humble submission to your Lordships, that the manufacture of Clocks and ·watches in this country, is entitled to every possible encouragement and protection, as a very great part of its value consists in labour, and appertains to the employing many thousand artists in its various branches, to the great benefit and advantage of the State. " The great attention your Lordships constantly pay to the manufactures and commercial interest of this country, emboldens us to hope, this our Representation will be considered as entitled to your Lordships' countenance and support." 
An interview with the Secretary of the Treasury, on 

the subject of the Representation, was afterwards had by a 
Deputation of the Court, who were informed that Mr. Pitt 
would consider it. 

In September, I 789, a Committee was appointed to 
present a Memorial to the Commissioners of Customs, on the 
subject of the evil effects upon the Revenue, and to the 
E ngl ish Manufacturers, caused by the ill ic i t  importation of 
Foreign Clocks and Watches, and the follO\,v ing Memorial 
was adopted by the Court, but the desi red rel ief was not 
obtained:-
" T!te Jlfemorial of t!te J1faster, Wardens, and Cottrt of Assistants of t!te 

Tif/orslujfid Company of Cloclanal,ers : 
" S H EWETH , " That your Memorialists have certain information, that a great number of Foreign Gold Watches have of late years been imported into this country, though very few have paid the duly prescribed by Law ; and that a considerable number of such Watches were lately seized, and taken to His Majesty's Warehouse at the Cus_tom House. " That this practice is carried on to such an extent, as must materially affect the Revenue, and prove greatly injurious to your Memorialists, and others concerned in the Watch Manufacture. 

T 



TH E CLOCK.MAKE RS. C O M PAN Y .  " Your Memorialists beg leave t o  observe that the Manufacture already labours under very great disadvantages in this country, from the restraints imposed upon it, and the Duty to which it is liable. " That the Gold employed in the Cases, is required to be of a standard worth E ighty-one Shillings per ounce, on wrought Gold, whereas the Gold employed by Foreigners is of a quality greatly inferior ; pays no Duty in manufacturing ; and being rendered much harder by the great quantity of alloy, need not be of that substance requisite for Cases when made of purer Gold . " That from these circumstances, they cannot stand the competition with those who have already such great advantages over them ; and they have to apprehend, that the evil of which they complain, will, unless checked by a due execution of the Laws, increase to the utter ruin of your Mernorialists, and others concerned in the :Manufacture ;  by which Government will suffer a considerable loss of Revenue, not only from the Importation Duty being evaded, but also by the loss of the Duty on wrought Plate. This country will lose a valuable Manufacture, which now employs a vast number of hands, and many thousand persons will be reduced to poverty, be deprived of all means of  supporting themselves and families, and become burthensome to the community." " They therefore humbly pray, that your Honors will please to protect the Watch Manufacture, by carrying into effect the Laws, and by prosecuting to condemnation, the present and all future seizures. " And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray." 
I n  the year I 790, the aid of the Company was i nvoked 

by the Trade for the purpose of obtaining an amendment of the 
Act of Parliament  of the 9th and 1 0th \i\Tilliam I I  I, cap. xxvi i i , 
regulating the exportation of \i\Tatches, manufactured S ilver, 
etc. , which the Trade were of opinion, though adapted to the 
infancy of the craft, was not sufficiently stringent in i ts pro­
visions ; and they desired a considerable increase in the 
penalty for putting false names on \i\Tatches and Clocks, v i z . ,  
£ 1 00 instead of £ 20, and costs, ·with forfeiture of the  goods ; 
they l ikewise suggested that a Public Register should be 
kept by the Company, in which the names and places of 
abode of all  Clock and vVatchmakers i n  Great Britain should 
be entered alphabetically, a number being assigned to each , 
which should be and remain h is  or their d istinguishing mark, 
a penalty being enacted in case of non-registration.  

These propositions received the careful attention of the 
Court, but in the result they advised the Trade that the rel ief 
sought was to be obtained rather by the strict enforcement 
of the existing Law than i n  any increase of Penalties or keeping 
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of Registers, whilst to enable them to compete with the 
foreigner, the standard of gold should be reduced for Watch 
Cases . 

I n  r 79 7,  it was proposed by Mr .  P itt, then Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, to impose a Tax on the wearing and use of 
vVatches and Clocks, viz . ,  2s. 6d. per annum for a S ilver or 
M etal Watch, r os. for a Gold \!Vatch, and 5s. for every Clock, 
and the Trade again approached the Company, by whom a 
Representation on their behalf was prepared and submitted to 
the Minister, in which the workers in the Art in  the M etro­
polis are stated to number 2 0, 000 persons. The duty on  
\i\Trought Gold is quoted in  this document a s  1 6s. ,  and  S ilver 
r s. ,  per oz. , i n  addit ion to which License was requisite to 
enable persons to carry on the trade, for which they paid 
annually £ 2 6s. od. It was suggested that the Tax, which 
would be a perpetual yearly expense to the wearers and users 
of Watches and Clocks, would ruin the trade ; and advantage 
was taken of the opportunity again  to insist on the necessity 
for a reduction of the standard of gold, i n  Watch Cases, then 
2 2  carats per oz. , to 1 8 , or even 14 carats, for which purpose a 
comparison of the cost of E ngl ish and Foreign-made Cases 
was inclosed, v iz. :-

" A  GOLD CASE MADE JN SWlTZERLAND. 
2 ozs. of Gold r 8 carat fine at 66s. 3d. per oz. . . . " A  GOLD CASE MADE J N  ENGLAND. 
2 ozs. of Gold 2 2 carat fine at £ 4. r s. per oz. Duty 1 6s 

£ s. d. 
6 T 2  6 

£ s. d. 
8 2 0 
I J 2  0 

£9 1 4  0 

" But in addition to the above I 5 dwts. of Gold at 1 8  carat fine, will expend in any manufacture as far as 1 oz. of Standard Gold of 2 2  carat, the fair statement wil l  stand as under :-
r ½ ozs. of Gold, 18  carat fine 
2 ozs. of Gold, 2 2  carat fine Duty .. . 

£ s. d. 4 1 9 4½ 
[, s. rl. 
8 2 0 
[ 1 2  0 

T 2 
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The Act (3 7th George I I I, cap. cviii), 1 notwithstanding the 
opposition made to i t, was passed, only however to be 
repealed in  the year following. 

The Court were subsequently favored by Mr. P itt with 
several i nterviews, in which they submitted to him undoubted 
evidence as to the distressed condition of the trade, in con­
sequence of the passing of the Act, and at one of such 
interviews they left with him a Memorial which ·was also 
accompanied by the following statement, shewing the relative 
numbers of Gold and Silver \i\Tatch Cases marked before and 
after the passing of the Act. 

" The following Account of Cases marked \\·as left with Mr. Pitt, viz. :-
Number . Ozs. Dwts. Grs . 

" 1 796  May 442 5 2 2  1 6  Gold Cases. 
June 5 3 3  6 6 1  9 
July 5 5 7  6 7 3  1 6  2 2  
August 603 692 1 3  4 
September 5 7 7  6 5 3  1 7  2 3  
October . . .  5 89 635  l 4  1 0  ------

3,30 1  3 ,840 2 0  

Number. Ozs. Dwts. Grs . 
" l 7 9 7  May 3 1 8  388 1 4  8 Gold Cases. 

June 302 359  9 1 5  
July 335  360  1 2  
August 268  3°5 1 3  4 
September 1 68 205  10  14  
October . . .  1 69 206  8 4 

1 ,560  1 ,825  1 6  9 

A pair of Cases is considered as two. 
Number. Lbs. Ozs. Dwts. 

" 1 796  lVIay 1 2 , 692  1 , 1 8 8  3 1 9  S ilver Cases. 
June 1 6, 1 7 2 1 ,447 8 5 
July 1 6,341  1 , 343 1 8  
August 1 5, 3 58  1 , 3 3 7  8 7 
September 1 6, l 7 '9  1 ,342 5 1 9  
October . . .  1 6, 7 34  1 ,4 2  l 6 1 2  

93 ,476 8 ,080 1 0  

1 Many persons rather than pay the duty had their Gold and Silver Cases melted, and 
Metal Cases substituted. 
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Number. Lbs. Ozs. Dwts. 
" I 7 9 7  May 1 4,801  I ,  2 2  2 4 Silver Cases. 

June 1 3,608 I ,  27  5 7 3 
July I 3, I 98 1 ,078  I O  

August . . .  1 2 ,389 r ,008 3 
September 1 0, 7 80 , 985 8 
October . . .  9 ,543 783 I O  1 3  

------
74,3 1 9 6, 354 7 1 9  

U pon the strong remonstrance o f  the Company, backed 
1 by Petitions from the Provincial Centres of the Trade­

Coventry, Bristol, Leicester, Prescot, N ewcastle-on-Tyne, 
Liverpool, Derby, Edinburgh, etc . ,  and from the \tVorkmen 

I employed in its d ifferent branches i n  the Metropol is, shewing 

ti 
that the Tax had reduced the operatives to the verge of  

1 starvation, a Committee of the H ouse of Commons was 
appointed, who after s itting several days and hearing evidence 
in support of  the Petitions, presented their Report. This 
was considered by a Committee of the whole H ouse, who on 
the 2 3rd March recommended the repeal of the duties, which 
was effected by the A ct, 38 th George I I I ,  cap .  x l  ; whilst the 
Company's representations with respect to the duty on Gold 
and S ilver used in  Watch Cases were so successful, that in the 
same year an Act was passed (38th George I I I ,  cap. xxiv) , by 
which such duties were wholly repealed. The Court also, 
doubtless, hailed with satisfaction the pass ing, during the 
same session, of the Act, 3 8th George I I  I, cap. lxix, in which 
practical effect was given to the opinion they had expressed 
to the Trade in 1 790, as to the necessity for reducing _ the 
s tandard of gold. 

By the last-named Act, two standards were permitted to 
be used, viz . , 22 and 1 8  carats per oz. , respectively. This 
result, however, was not obtained unti l  another forcible 
M emorial had been submitted to M r. P itt. 

The combined effects of these Acts, by which the Tax 
on the manufactured articles and the Duty on the Gold and 
S i lver in  the Cases were repealed, and a lower standard of 
metal i n troduced, soon exercised a beneficial i n fluence, so 
much, indeed, that i n  reply to a memorial from the Trade to 
the Company i n  1 802 ,  the Court stated that they had placed 
them on the best footing to i ncrease the home and foreign 
consumption. 
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I n  October, I 808, the Court appointed another Com­
mittee to consider the best means of preventing the pract ice 
of p irating names of known makers of \i\Tatches and Clocks. 

In March, 1 809, they brought up a Report which was 
agreed to, and the following M emorial to the Lords of the 
Treasury and to the Lords of the Committee of Council for 
Trade, i n  ·which their recommendations are embodied, was on 
the 5 th May following adopted by the Court :-

" Tlte llfemoria! of t!te llfaster, l1Vardens, and Co11rt of Assistants of t/1e 
T¥ors/12pj11l Company of Clock11takers of London : 

" Hu�I BLY SHEWETH , " That your lVIemorialists deeply impressed with the just cause of complaints which have been made to them by many of their l\!Iern­bers of the present state of the Trade, arising from various innovations which have obtained much to its prejudice, feel themselves called on in duty to state the same for your consideration, in a firm reliance on your Lordships' assistance in procuring for the Trade such relief as Parliament in its wisdom may judge proper to afford. " Your Memorialists, in proceeding to set forth the evils complained of, conceive it necessary to a clear understanding of a true state of the Trade at this time to take a retrospective view of it, and to trace from their origin in as concise a manner as the subject will admit the causes which h:ive led to its present situation. " As the Art of making a good Clock or Watch may be justly considered an achievement of human skill and industry superior to many and i nferior to none of those mathematical and mechanical professions or arts which tend alike to the advantage of the public and of the individuals engaged in them, and as it is not to be obtained without a considerable period of labour and study being devoted to the attainment of a competent knowledge both of its theory and practice, and as persons brought up to this Trade are in general qualified from their habits and information to perform almost every description of mechanical operation, which has been most fully and incontestibly con­firmed by the improvements which have taken place in the Si lk, Cotton, ·woollen and various other manufactures, by the introduction of machinery, whereby great benefit has accrued to the Nation ; and as most of those improvements have been made by persons brought up to the Trade of Clock and 'Natchmaking, and as in the construction and reparation of those machines such workmen have been generally employed,-Your Memorialists therefore trust your Lordships will not consider the Watch and Clockmaker in the abstract, but hold in regard the services which he is capable of rendering the community in a more extensive scale, inasmuch as by protecting this class of society a succession of practical and excellent workmen is secured to the kingdom, equally beneficial to arts and manufactures as men engaged in the fisheries and the Coal Trade are to foreign commerce and navigation, to the latter of which the Watch and Clockmaker may be fairly allowed to claim the merit of having introduced considerable 



THE CLOCK MAKERS' CO;\-fPANY .  2 73 facilities by the perfection of Chronometers, whereby the Longitude has been so accurately ascertained, and in the construction whereof the Artists of this Country stand unequalled. " Your lVIemorialists, feeling the importance of supporting and en­couraging such persons as perfect themselves in the qual ifications necessary to the proper exercise of their profession, conceive some particular advantage should be afforded them by the Legislature as a j ust reward for their expence, labour and study, and that the exclusive right of exercising their own Trade appears to be the most equitable remuneration. That this opinion i s  well founded has been evinced by the Grant of a Charter for the incorporation of the Trade in the year 1 6 3 1, thereby acknowledging and confirming the exclusive right of exercising the same to the :Members of the Corporation. " That your Memorialists observe that, in the infancy of this Trade, it was the uniform practice of every Maker to engrave his own name and place of abode upon all the Clocks and Watches he made, which was as natural as it was political, for on the one hand it gave to the public, with the verification of the Maker's own act, a pledge of his honest dealing, and the d irect means of redress in the event of misconduct, and on the other it secured to himself the reputation which his works merited, together with the assurance of obtaining benefit by the increasing demand of his productions. This was formerly the state of the Trade, and to which your Memorialists most ardently hope it may again be restored, as far as relates to the mode in which it shall hereafter be conducted. " Your l VIemorialists perceive that in proportion as the utility of Watches and Clocks (thus made by Artists who considered their reputation as inseparable from their interests) was experienced, the demand for them increased both at home and abroad, and the Trade was in consequence considerably extended, but as this extension became apparent many persons ignorant of the Art, and in no respect qualified, insinuated themselves into it, and, being incapable of constructing ·watches and Clocks ei ther just as to theory or perfect as to workmanship, they adopted the practice of placing upon their bad machines the names of makers who had deservedly acquired reputation by the excellence of their performances, and were enabled, through these fraudulent means, to sell such spurious productions both at home and abroad ; and to so great an extent has this pernicious practice prevailed that it became necessary for an application to be made to the Legislature for its suppression, and in the year 1 698  an Act was passed prohibiting such practices in future (vt"rle the Act of 9th and roth of William 3rd). " That your Niemorialists have great cause to lament that the provisions in the said Act have not been found adequate to the prevention of the evil complained of, partly from its not being sufficiently expl icit,-from the facility with which the offence is  committed, the d ifficulty of detection,-the penalties being too small, and the time for prosecut ion too l imi ted, owing to a subsequent Act of Queen Anne whereby the time for bringing pen:i.l actions is limited ; and the evi l has increased to such a degree that it has considerably reduced the credit of the Trade. " As it is obviously the interest of the bol!l2 jide Watch and C lockmaker to place his name on all the ·watches and Clocks he makes, it may be enquired, what are the inducements for persons to make use of other names than their O\\'n ? which though well known to the Tracie requ ire some 
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explanation to convey an idea of them to others. For this purpose the subject 
may be considered under three distinct heads, viz :-

" 1 st.-That of one Maker assuming the use of the name of another 
Maker. 

" znd.-That wherein the lVIaker puts on his 'Watch or C lock a name 
that is  neither his own nor that of any other known maker, with 
which may be also taken the practice of omitting to engrave any 
name whatever. 

" 3rd.-The practice of Dealers who are not :Makers procuring ·watches 
and 'Clocks to be made with their names engraven thereon, instead 
of the names of the bonc2 jide Makers thereof. 

" The great object of persons who engage in the practice first above 
mentioned is, as aforesaid, to usurp the Trade of Makers of estab lished reputa­
tion by using their names, whereby the public is  much injured by inadvertently 
purchasing spurious articles, instead of what were intended to be bought, and 
the person whose name is forged suffers both in property and reputation. 

'' And further, the making use of the names of  deceased l\tfakers is 
h ighly prejudicial to the Public, for, if the lVIachine be badly constructed, not 
the maker of it ,  but a dead man i s  substituted to be made answerable for the 
deception, which of course escapes punishment, and should the Machine be 
fit for the purpose intended, the credit of a good performance would not 
attach to the person entitled to i t  :-so that in the perpetuation of dead men's 
names, the rising Artist is  depressed from the encouragement being withheld 
which would stimulate h im to exertion. 

" With respect to the second head, in principle i t  is  a direct fraud tmrards 
the Public, because those who practise the use of other names than their own 
in this way, or omit to put any name whatever, generally do i t  with a view to 
avoid the responsibility that should in all cases attach to the Maker of the 
Clock or \Vatch for the honest performance of his duty to his Employer, or 
from pride that will not allow them to put their names to a Watch or Clock 
below certain prices. 

" In practice i t  is  illusory, and no permanent benefit can accrue to those 
who follow it, as at best they are only endeavouring to raise a precarious Trade 
on a false foundation, and pursuing a phantom which constantly eludes their 
grasp ; for in proportion to their exertions in the establishment of such il l icit 
trade (having no legal property in  the use of  any other name than their own) it 
follows as a consequence that other persons engage in  a competition ruinous 
not only to the original promoter of such Trade, but also to the quality of  the 
Mach ines, whereby such trades are inevitably destroyed by the same means 
as were used to establish them, and the working class of the community are 
alike comigned to poverty with their inconsiderate employers. 

" As to the third head, the dealers in ·watches and Clocks have their 
own names engraven on the articles they sell with a view to engross the 
whole trade, by endeavouring to place themselves in  the situation of the 
maker in  addition to that of the seller ; but as such persons are ignorant of  
the art or incompetent to make Watches and Clocks, and are averse to 
purchase them from and bearing the names of  the bo11a jide lVIakers thereof 
for the reason aforesaid, they have recourse to the improper practice o f  
seducing the  workmen from their employments under the  actual Watch and 



THE CLOCKMAK ERS 1 COi\'IPANY. 2 7 5 Clockmaker, and as the workmen know that such shopkeepers are not j udges of the work, it is seldom executed in a proper manner, whereby the public are deceived in the purchase of such articles from the badness of their quality, and the Watchmaker is doubly injured, first by the loss of a portion of his trade, and then in being deprived of his workmen to execute the remainder. " In foreign Countries the value of Watches and Clocks is very often estimated according to the name they bear, and therefore many persons who export them endeavour to procure bad and low-priced 1Vatches to be engraven with the names of Makers whose works are in repute, by which means they gain the advantage of selling the same at superior prices, and at the same time, as they prejudice the reputation and trade of the persons whose names they forge, the.kingdom also suffers in the diminution of the trade, which goes into the hands of foreigners and those practices with other frauds have been carried on to such an extent that the trade in Watches and Clocks from this Country to China, Russia, - Turkey, &c. , which was formerly very lucrative and extensive has been considerably reduced. " That your Memorialists beg leave further to remark that from the extensive importation of foreign Watches and Clocks into these kingdoms, the internal manufacture has been materially injured ; for although the duty on their importation is high, yet, from their portability, very few of the many imported pay any duty, most of them being smuggled ; and whenever they are seized or stopped at the Custom House by H is Majesty's officers they are sold for home consumption, by which means the same injury arises to the trade as if they were allowed to be imported free of duty, and moreover they serve as a colour to those which have been smuggled. " Your Memorialists therefore venture with great diffidence to suggest to your Lordsh ips that such foreign Watches and Clocks as may be seized hereafter may be sold for exportation only, and that dealers in foreign Clocks and Watches may be subjected to the regulation of the Excise as the only effectual check upon smuggling, short of a prohibition of the articles. " Your Memoralists have also to remark that the above causes having long operated on the trade have occasioned such a scarcity of good workmen from the want of encouragement to initiate youth into it, that some of the material branches of the manufacture are nearly lost to the Country, and at present many unfinished Machines are imported into these Realms from foreign parts, particularly Repeating Watches, which being completed here are sold as English work, and on which English Makers' names are placed, which they conceive a strong proof of the serious injury the trade of these kingdoms sustains, and renders a prohibition of the import of such articles (whereby this practice can alone be checked) absolutely necessary. ' '  Your Memorialists further remark that the making of Watches and Clocks is not always carried on in the house of the Manufacturer, as many of the workmen pursue their respective avocations at their own residences, and as the work must under such circumstances be entrusted to them, much loss and many inconveniences· have accrued to their employers in consequence of some of those workmen occasionally pledging the same, and notwithstanding an Act of Parliament was passed in the year 1 7  54 to prevent the recurrence of such abuses, the practice still continues. " Your Mernorialists therefore hope that a further provision may be made 
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COM PANY. to prevent Pawnbrokers from having in their possession any unfinished part or parts of Watches and Clocks on any pretence whatever. " Your Memorialists having thus stated the causes and consequences of the irregularities and innovations under ,l'hich the Trade now labours, humbly request that your Lordships will be pleased to afford them your assistance in obtaining such relief as Parliament in its wisdom may think proper to grant." 
I n  this endeavour to improve the condition of the Trade, 

the Court do not seem to have achieved any material success. 
In the next year, however, they renewed their efforts, 

and addressed to the Prime M inister, Lord Liverpool, the 
following letter, i n  which they endeavoured to acquaint 
h im with the various objects for ·which they sought his 
assistance :-

" My Lord, 
" Office of the Clockmakers' Company, " No. 35 ,  Clements Lane, Lombard Street, 

" April IJ, z8IJ. " As the ri1faster and Wardens of the Worshi1,ful Company of Clockmakers who had the bonor to be introduced to the attention of your Lordship by three of the Representatives in Parliament of the City of London, We avail ourselves of your liberal invitation and brieAy represent-
{ " 1 st.-The evils of which, on the part of 30,000 Manufacturers of Clocks and 'Natches, we complain. " znd.-The Gtuses to which those evils may be attributed, and " 3rd.-Some of the remedies by 1Yhich those evils may be mitigated or removed. " As preliminary to that statement we take the liberty to remind you " 1 st.-That the art or science of Manufacturing Clocks and ·watches had been cultivated in this country with great private and great consequent public advantage for at least 2 50 years and had attained unequalled excellence. " 2nd.-That I 20,000 Clocks and ·watches had therefore been annually made, whereby the sum of at least £600,000 had been produced by Briti�h Labour, on materials principally of British produce, and that many thousand Artisans were constantly and usefully employed. " 3rd.-That to a :Maritime, Manufacturing, and Commercial Country the extent and consequences of this productive source of domestic industry had been incalculably beneficial, as the perfection of Chronometers, &c., aided Navigation :--as the principles and in­genuity of Clockmakers enabled them to invent and to improve all the Machines of which in the silk, woollen and cotton trades labour has been diminished and l VIanufacturers haYe been supported :­and as the reputation and superiority of the workmanship of British Artisans had ensured to their articles universal preference, and constituted an object of commercial attention, and ,Yere extensively, increasingly, and profitably exported. 



T H E  CLOCK.MAK ERS' CO:'l[ PANY. 2 7 7 " 4th.-That on the accuracy of these Machines their value and u ltimately their sale must depend ; such accuracy cannot be immediately distinguished by persons ignorant of their construction:­that they must be therefore subj ects of confidential purchase:­that all frauds which injure that confidence must suspend, diminish, and eventually destroy that manufactory :-that the practice of those injurious, even if unintentional, frauds cannot be prevented unless the Manufacturer possess that competent knowledge which practical experience only can confer, and be responsible  for its exertion :-and that purchasers and honest Manufacturers are equally interested t hat such competent knowledge should be possessed and manifested by every person who professes to be a maker of these Machines valuable but intricate and therefore presenting motives· and affording facility for the exercise of successful frauds. " 5 th.-That the British Statesmen and the British Legislature long and wisely desired to encourage that Manufactory, by increasing public respect for real JVIanufacturers indicated by the Patent for the Incor­poration of the Clockmakers' Company in 1 6 30, and by preventing the rivalry of other Nations, for which purposes the countervailing duties were imposed in 1 7  86-7, and have been since increased : by endeavouring to restrain fraudulent Manufacturers manifested by the Act of 9th & r oth William I I I, c. 28, sec. 2, prohibiting the exportation of a Box Case or Dial Plate for a Clock or Watch without the movement with the Clock or \1/atchmakers' name engraved thereon, and also forbidding any person from making up a Clock or Watch without engraving his own name and place of abode and no other on such Clock or Watch, on pain of forfeiting such article and paying a pena lty of £ 20 recoverable  only however by action and therefore unavailing. By other statutes, 5 th Geo. I ,  23rd Geo. I I, 2 7th Geo. I I, c .  7 ,  2 5 th Geo. I I I, c .  6 4 ,  38th Geo. I I I, c. 24, c. 40 and 69 for additionally regulating the trade, preventing embezzlement by servants, prohibiting pawn brokers from receiving unfinished watches as pledges, and for other purposes, and which although ineffectual for all the objects designed are sufficiently indicative that the Legislature has regarded the Trade as sufficiently important to deserve such frequent and well intended protection from the state. " Having made these preliminary remarks we proceed to the first topic which we propose to introduce and intimate the evils private and public which at p:esent exist. " r st .-The progressive decline of the Manufactory and the consequent impoverishment and misery of the Manufacturers : as the parishes of Clerkenwell, St. Lukes, and other places, near the JVIetropolis, and throughout the country, where they chiefly reside, and being destitute of employment, depend upon parochial relief, can unfortunately attest. " 2nd. - The Emigration of the most ingenious Artisans to America, France, and other places in great numbers, thirty M::rnufacturers, collected by public advertisement, having embarked in one vessel to America. 



THE CLOCK. M AKERS' COM PANY. 

' " yd.-The institution and improvement by those emigrants of foreign 1· Manufactories m those Countries which this Country formerly 
supplied. 

"4th.--The increasing incompetence, from decreasing practice and 
encouragement, of the remaining Manufacturers to execute repeating 
·watches and other Chronometers either curious in construction or 
accurate in  effect. 

" 5th .-The investment of the capital devoted to this national object 
in speculative and transitory pursuits, and 

" 6th .-The individual suffering, parochial distress and national dis­
advantage, which are the effects of these evils, which are so pro­
fusely sown, and which flourish with a luxuriance mournfully 
productive. 

" From this imperfect and unexaggerated sketch of the evils which now 
exist, we invite your attention to the causes of these calamitous effects ,  being 
the second topic which we propose to discuss ; they may be considered as 
twofold,-

" r st.-The importation and exportation of  Watches without the 
payment of the Duties which the Law has imposed, and 

" 2nd.-The frauds which individual avarice and necessity have invented 
to the impairment of the confidence essential to the prosperity and 
even to the existence of the Trade, and for the preservation of which 
no law adequately remedial has been hitherto provided. 

" The first cause divides itself into two points, resulting, r st, from . 
fraudulent importation, and, 2nd, from exportation, equally fraudulent. To 
prove the existence and operation of those causes, innumerable facts might 
be adduced and many observations might be made, but we will only repeat 
and remark. 
" As to Importation,-

" r st.-That the comparative cheapness of articles of  the first necessity, 
and of labor on the Continent has enabled its inhabitants not only 
to create a foreign competition but to undersell our Manufacturers in 
our own Markets. 

" 2nd.-To prevent this effect the countervailing duties have been 
progressively increased until they now amount to 50 per cent., and 
that even i f  they were invariably collected they would now scarcely 
countervail. 

" 3rd.-That they are not collected and that the duty is not paid on 
one hundredth part of  the ·watches which are imported. 

" 4th.-That the facility of disposing of them when imported from 
their relative cheapness, and the impossibility of detecting and 
restraining the importer under the existing laws encourages 
smuggling which has so perpetually and progressively increased 
that the delivery of any quantity of smuggled Watches will be 
insured for ro J;> cent. , and the British Manufacturer is therefore 
compelled to require £40 J;> cent. more for his goods if equally 
excellent than the fraudulent importer will demand, and cannot 
attempt to rival the Foreign Manufacturer with any expectation of 
success. 



THE C LOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. " 5th.-That the demand of Foreign Manufacturers has consequently '· and incalculably increased. That not only do the old establish­ments in France, Switzerland and Geneva exist, but, our ablest artificers in j ewelled work having been driven from England by n ecessity, and seduced to those countries by hopeful advantage, they prosper and improve ; but also new establishments are formed in America, in Sweden, in Denmark, at Berlin, Nuremburg, and Neuf­chatel, which will annihilate even our domestic trade, as they imitate completely British Manufactures, and as thousand of ·watches are 
'l annually smuggled, not only formed after the English pattern but with the names of English :Manufacturers, and the Hall Marks of the Goldsmiths' Company forged thereon, and " 6th.-That not only are these Countries impairing this Manufacture, but availing themselves of the ingenuity of the Watchmakers (whose emigration they have encouraged and whom they liberally support) they construct machinery for Cotton lVIanufactories (many of which have been recently established in America) and thus will exclude this Country from the most profitable commerce which it yet retains. " Second as to Exportation,-" As great quantities are annually  smuggled into the Country, great quantities are also annually smuggled out of the Country with great, although not equal disadvantage to the nation and the Manu­factories. Facility is thereby afforded to the evasion of the 9th and roth Will. 3rd, c. 2 8. Stolen and imperfect Watches are thereby distributed, and upright Manufacturers and· Merchants who pay the export duties amounting to about £4 12 cent. besides freight and other charges which Smugglers also elude, are unable to compete in  foreign markets with the smuggler who has evaded those duties and charges, and who sells articles attractive in appearance but destitute of real worth. " To the second Cause of the fearful evils which exist we next proceed and we remark,-" r st.-That from the principles to which we have reference and the long and practical knowledge essential to the fabrication of a perfect or useful Watch, such fabrication must be attended with considerable labor and expence, but that imperfect Watches constructed by • inferior workmen for persons destitute of experimental information 

1 may be sold for lower prices, but whilst such fraudulent Articles delude and injure the consumer, these frauds and the inadequate compensation for labor paid by the Vendors of those fraudulent Articles must ultimately destroy equally the Workman and the Employer and annihilate a Manufactory of great actual and relative advantage .  " 2nd.-That Pawnbrokers &c. who are prohibited b y  statute from receiving unfinished Watches as pledges purchase those Watches of dishonest workmen and vend them in a state apparently complete, but really so imperfect as to deprive the article of value, and to be destructive of that public confidence on which the permanence of the Trade must depend. 



2 80 THE CLOCKTIIAKERS' COi\l PA N \'.  " yd.-That to conceal such inferiority of Workmanship and to improve such opportunities for imposition various artifices have been adopted as,-" 1st. -Clocks and Watches are made without the inscription of any maker's name. " znd.-They are made with moveable plates whereby other names can be capriciously and instantly substituted, and " 3rd.-They are made with forged and false names, ,rhereby purchasers are scandalously deluded, and an injury is inflicted on. the ingenious and able Mechanics whose names are generally adopted, which can never be repaired. " To trace the existing evils to the causes which we have - :i.nnounced, would superfluously and therefore improperly occupy your time-\Ve therefore proceed rather to suggest the few and intelligible remedies which we request you to invite the Legislature to supply. And first as to the evils resulting from smuggle importation and exportation. " The only remedies must obviously be the enactment of some measures whereby the payment of the countervailing and export duties may be both enforced. " As to Importation,-" We expect by the following provisions to attain " 1 st. -That all dealers in foreign Clocks and Watches be required to take out an annual license, that their existence and residence may be known. " znd.-That all foreign Watches now in the possession of dealers should be brought in and marked on payment of a trifling charge. That insuperable obstacles may no longer prevent that detection of smuggled ·watches which the Manufacturers and the Country must equally desire. " 3rd.-That no foreign ·watches be imported but :i.t London. " 4th.-That on all foreign Watches a number and the names of the actual foreign maker, and the place of his residence be engraved. " 5th.-That all such Watches when imported shall be marked so as to be immediately cognisable, and " 6th.-That unmarked Watches may be seized and sold, and penalties be imposed on the possessors similar to those which possessors of other prohibited articles are by various Acts liable to pay. " To these suggestions we flatter ourselves that no objections can be made, but we will observe that we do not propose that these regulations should have a retrospective operation, but that one year should be allowed for marking al l the foreign stock already imported ; that the Custom House officers who have been consulted perceive no impracticability in the arranie­ment ; and that in all Cases and various other Articles imported similar restrictions, similar marking, and similar penalties have been long and usefully applied. 
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" As to Abuses on Exportation, we only propose-

" r st .-That no Watch shall be exported on which the name and 
residence of the maker shall not be engraved as hereafter suggested, 
nor without due entry and endorsement on the Cocket at the 
Custom House. 

" znd. -That no ship master shall receive any of these Articles without 
l iab i l i ty to  their seizure and to his pun ishment, ::tnd to obviate any 
objection to any ideal harshness in  the operat ion of such regul at ion 
we subjo in .  

" yd.-That any person who may incur a penalty by cladestine shipping 
not being privy thereto shall have a remedy against the owner 
of the property which may have been so cladest inely deposited with 
them. 

" As to the Second cause of the  calam it ies which we deplore, -
" Justice to our experience, to our opin ions, and to our consistancy 

i nduces us  to avow that we bel ieve the only adequate remedy to the frauds 
pract i sed on the public and inju rious to  the Trade m ust consist in the 
proh ibit ion of any person from professing to be a Ivianufacturer of Clocks 
or "'atches, who has not ei ther served an apprenticeship or offi ciated as a 
Journeyman for seven years to the Man ufactory, or whose practical com­
petence has not been previously ascerta ined by an examination s imi lar to 
that Physicians, Surgeons and persons carrying on other professions (not 
more i mportant) are compelled to undergo, or that every article should be 
examined and marked i n  the manner which the Charter of the Company 
directs, or in the same manner according to the same princi ples and for 
s imilar reasons which have i nduced the Legislature to submit  Plate, Leather 
and many other articles to  s imi lar i nvest igat ion for the publ ic securi ty. 
These remedies we therefore urgent ly request : But as we apprehend that 
even if the enl ightened mind of your Lordship should disdain to be bound 
by the cobweb theories o f  Dr. Adam Smith and other modern Speculatists 
on pol i t ical Economy (the temerity of which experience and observation 
cannot but proclaim), yet that your Lordship might not  immediately be able 
to induce other persons to  partake your l iberat ion f rom such prejud ices nor 
to resist the torrents of  inaccurate and injurious opinion which flow with 
fearful rapidity, we will suggest some pal l iat ive improvements to  which we 
presume the most enthusiastic friends to the freedom of trade cannot even 
momentari l y  object. On th is point  we indeed only require that the  
intention of the Legislature in  9th and r oth  Will iam 3rd, c .  28 ,  and the Act  
relating to Pawnbrokers shou ld  be rendered operative, and tha t  the evasion 
of those Statutes should no l onger exist. And we therefore suggest,-

" r st.-That al l Clock and ·watchmakers be requ ired to take out an 
annual License such as is required from all Manufacturers of Plate, 
and that they cert i fy every removal in the same nunner which many 
laws require Manufacturers of other articles to adopt. 

" znd.-That the name and evidence of the actual maker of every Clock 
and Watch shall be engraven on a permanent part of the 'Natch . 

" yd.-That no subsequent substitution of any other name than that of 
the real maker shal l  be al lowed, and that such provisions shal l  by 
adequate penalties be enforced. 



THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COM PANY. " 4th.-That forgeries of the names and residences of other persons sh_all be punishable as felonies at the discretion of a judge-but not with a punishment exceeding Transportation for seven years, and " 5th.-That the existing law as to the receiving by Pawnbrokers of unfinished YVatches shall be extended so as to prevent them from manufacturing ·watches, whereby unfinished work fraudently obtained can be consumed, and also for taking into pledge any Watches which have not the name of the maker complete and engraven thereon, and of these provisions which innumerable analogies support and to which we cannot anticipate any objections which can require a reply, we should only add those general clauses which similar acts usually contain. " Obedient to your wishes we have thus imperfectly explained the evils which we depiore, the causes by which they have been promoted, and the remedies we venture to suggest. \Ve are conscious that those explanations cannot attain the effect which statements more detailed and more abundant in i l lustration might produce. Our reluctance to intrude on you has however restrained that desire for more expanded communications which we feel.­For we assure your Lordehip that on this subject we are most anxious and sincere, representing thousands of distressed and suffering Mechanics we commisserate their affliction, and loving our country we are unwilling that a manufactory which has aided her triumphs and augmented her resources should be eradicated or transplanted to other and to hosti le shores, such results however must occur unless some Parliamentary relief be immediately afforded. Knowing this fact and almost reduced to despair by official delays and obstacles which (since the death of Mr. Pitt) our suggestions have experienced, we have been revived by the liberal and sta ternan-like attention which your Lordship has condescended to display. We now cherish a hope that your compassion for thousands of ingenious and indefatigable men destitute of occupation-your respect for your i l lustrious predecessors who did not disdain to attend to our applications and to afford us redress-your anxiety to prevent our enemies from depriving us of a trade equally honourable and productive-and your solicitude to preserve to our native country this important manufacture, will induce you to grant to us your further and candid attention and your speedy and effectual support. " vVe will only take the liberty to add that we shall be most happy to afford to your Lordship any further personal explanations which you may require-and that as the remedies suggested can only be supplied by Parliament and ought not beyond the present session to be deferred, we wil l  submit to your Lordship a draft of a Bill for effecting those objects which we shall earnestly entreat the Administration to introduce as soon as your Lordship has had the goodness to inform us whether our suggestions are honored with " that approbation which we feel honestly confident that you will cheerful ly confer. " We have the honor to be My Lord, " Your Lordship's most obedient, devoted, humble Servants, " Signed by Paul Philip Barraud, pro Master. Isaac Rogers l John Thwaites \Vardens. "  John Roger Arnold 
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In May ,  1 8 1 4, i n  consequence of  the distressed condition 
o f  the Workmen and the depressed state of  the Trade, the 
Court presented the following Petition to the H ouse of 
Commons :-

" The Humble Petition of t!te 11/faster, T1Vardens, and Court of Assistants of t!,e Art or 11ifyste1J1 of Clockmaki11g; of t!1e Cdy of Lo11don : 
" S HE\VETH - ' " That the Art of making Clocks and Watches was long since established, and has been carried on in  this country with great private and public advantage, and has attained unequalled excellence. " That till within a few years past, more than One Hundred Thousand Clocks and Watches have been annually made ; whereby the sum of at least 

.£5 00,000 has been produced by British labour, on materials principal ly  of British produce ; and that many thousand artizans were thereby useful ly employed. " That the national advantages derived from the perfection to which the Art of Clock and Watchmaking has been carried in this country, are not limited to the value of its produce, but extend to every branch of manufacture in which machinery is used. " That, from the operation of various causes, the value of the Clock and "\Vatch Manufactory, as a source of national advantage, has of late years been greatly deteriorated, and continues rapidly declining : the Manufacturers, deprived of adequate employment, are obliged to seek other means of subsistence _ ; and the workmen, in all its branches, are in great numbers reduced to distress, or are dependent on parochial relief for support ; and many of  the superior workmen, destitute of suitable encouragement at home, have been seduced to foreign countries, carrying with them their knowledge and ability to construct and employ the most valuable and usefu l  machinery, whereby the principal Manufactures of Great Britain will be transplanted, and established in foreign countries, to the exclusion of the British Manufactures. " That the former prosperity of a Manufacture, intrinsically and relatively important, was in a great m easure attained by the enforcement of the restrictions imposed by Act of Parliament on the importation of Foreign C lock and Watch-work, as well in an incomplete as in a complete state. " That in the year 1 78 7, a Duty of 2 7½ per centurn was imposed on all Foreign Clocks and Watches imported into this country ; which Duty has subsequently, from t ime to time, been increased and now amounts to 7 5 per centurn. " That, in consequence of the want of provisions adequate to the collection of such I mport Duties, the il licit introduction into this country of Foreign C lock and Watch-work has obtained to an extent ruinously injurious to the British Manufactory ; and, the advantage derived by the Smuggler having increased in proportion to the increase of the Duties, the il licit trade  is now so regularly systematized that the Importers will undertake the safe conduct and delivery of Foreign Clock and Watch-work (without payment of Duty) in this country, for 10 per cent. on its value ; thus affording the illicit trader a premium of 65 per cent., which enables him to undersell the British Manufacturer, and to the great injury of the Public Revenue. 
u 



T H E  C LOC KMAK lms' COM PA :\ \' .  " That this facility with which Foreign Clock :rnd Watch-work i s  illicitly imported into this country, is one of the principal causes of the declining state of the British Manufactory. " That during the long continuance of the 'Nar, the exportation ol British Clock and Watch-work has very much diminished, while the illicit importation of Foreign Clock and Watch-work has increased to an unprecedented degree during the same period ; and, unless some new remedy be opposed to the evil, there is reason to apprehend that whenever a general Peace shall be made, the condition of the British Manufactory of Clocks and Watches wili become still more calamitous from the increased facilities with which Foreign Clock and Watch-work will then be i l licitly introduced into this country, as well for home consumption as for the export trade. " That Foreign Clocks and Watches are illicitly imported for sale in  all parts of the Kingdom ; and that in order to obviate any impediments which national preference, joined to the acknowledged superiority of English work, might oppose to the sale of Foreign ·watches, they are i l licitly imported in an incomplete state ; and being made to resemble, in their exterior appearance, English Watches, are sold as English, to the great injury of the public, and the ruin of your Petitioners. " That no permanent nor effectual relief to the distress of your Petitioners can be obtained, unless the wisdom of Parliament should interfere, and remove or mitigate those evils, the existence and consequence of which your Petitioners most humbly represent, and most sincerely deplore, and are prepared to prove to your Honorable House. " Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that your Honorable House will investigate the extent and the causes of the evi ls  of which they complain, and will afford to your Petitioners such relief as to your Honorable House may seem meet." 
" In January, I 8 I 6, a Report ·was presented to the Court 

from a Committee appointed to acquire information respectino­
the il l icit introduction of Foreign \i\Tatches and Clocks and 
devising means for preventing the same, in ·which it is stated, 
as the result of an interviev.r had in the previous December 
with the Right H on. Nicholas Vansittart, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that he had desired a memorandum mio-ht  be sent 
to him_ of  the m�ans the Company proposed for �-emedying 
the evils complamed of ; in consequence whereof thev had 
forwarded to him the following Statement :-" 1 st, No Foreign Clocks or Watches to be imported at any other Ports than those of London, Bristol, or Liverpool. " 2nd, No Foreign Watches to be imported in parcels of less than Fifty each, nor Foreign Clocks in packages of l ess than Twelve each. . " 3rd, �o Clocks or ·watches to be imported in an incomplete state, nor without their Cases, nor out of their Cases, nor Clock or Watch Cases to be imported without their :Movements fixed in them. 



TH E CLOC K � T A K ERS' COM PAN Y. " 4th, All Foreign ·watches or Clocks having any name or place of abode, or _f�eedom, purporting to be the name or place of abode, or freedom of any Bnt1sh ·watchmaker, engraven or painted on any part thereof, to be strictly prohibited. . ." 5th, All Foreign Clocks and VVatches to have a mark permanently 1rnpnnted on some part of the Movement, or Cases, by the Officers of the Customs, when the Duties are paid. " 6th, All Dealers in Foreign Clocks and ·watches, to take out an Annual Licence so to do, not less in amount than the Plate Licence now necessary to be taken out by English Vlatchmakers, and to write over their doors, ' Dealer in Foreign Clocks and Watches. ' " 7th, From and after the clay of next (twelve months after the passing of this Act), all Foreign Clocks and Watches, which are unmarked, will be l iable to seizure, unless the Proprietors (such Proprietors not being Dealers) make Affidavit that they were possessed of them previously to the passing of this Act. " 8th, All Foreign Clocks and ·watches seized under the provisions of this Act,  to be sold for exportation only." 
On the r oth of J une,  I 8 2 2 , a Deputation from the Trade 

·waited upon the Court, to request its co-operation in opposing 
so much of a B i l l  then before Parl iament, entitled, " An A ct, 
to make more effectual provision for permitting Goods im­
ported, · to be secured in \r,,/ a rehouses, or  other places, without 
payment of  Duty on the first entry thereof, r 2 th of  May, 
I 8 2 3 , "  as appl ied to Clocks and Watches. U pon which the 
Court determined to petition the H ouse of Commons on the 
subject ; and a Petit ion against so much of the Bi l l  as related 
to the warehous ing, under certain restrictions, of Clock:s, 
Watches, and \r,,/ atch-glasses, for home consumption ,  upon pay­
ment of  Duty, and for exportation without payment of Duty, 
was accordingly presented by M r. Alderman Bridges on the 
I I th of J une, and ordered by the H ouse to be laid upon the 
Table and prin ted. The Bill was eventually adjourned for 
three months. ' 

O n  the 20th M arch, 1 8 2 3, a Committee was appointed 
by the Court to com municate with the Right H onorable 
M r. Wallace, Presiden t  of the Board of  Trade, on the subj ect 
of  the Warehousing B il l ,  which had been agai n brought before 
Parliament ; when it was resolved that, as M r. Wallace was 
determined not to omit Clocks and Watches, and Watch­
glasses, i n  h is  proposed ·warehousing B il l ,  it would be de­
s irable to obtain the i n troduction of certain clauses, to render 

' J ournal of the Honse of Commons, 1 822, p. 334. 
U 2 
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the measure as l ittle misch ievous as possible ; and the follow­
ing Memorandum was thereupon prepared, and forwarded to 
M r. \l'Jallace :-

" That all Clocks and Watches admitted to entry, should have a 
distinguishing mark impressed upon them, before going out of the 
K ing's ·warehouse. 

" That no Watch should be admit ted to entry with marks on the cases 
similar, approximating, or purporting to be the marks of the 
Goldsmi ths' Company. 

" That no Clocks or Watches be admitted to entry with ' London ' 
engraved on them, or engraved in a way to purport or give colour to 
t heir being English. 

" That no Clocks or \Vatches be admitted to entry, unless they have 
engraved on them a name and place, purporting to be the name and 
place of abode of the person or persons who made them. 

" The object the Company of Clockmakers has in view, is  principally 
that Foreign Clocks and Watches shall not come out of the King's Warehouse 
to  be sold as English Manufacture. 

" The Company has only farther to observe, that by a late regulation of 
the French Government, all Foreign Watches brought into France are 
subject to a distinguish ing mark, which is impressed upon them by the 
Government officers, without injury to the work."  

· on  the 7th of April ,  1 8 2 3 ,  the Committee reported that 
M r. \Vallace had stated, that one of the propositions, by far 
the most material of the four contained in the M emorandum, 
namely, that of marking the Foreign Clocks and vVatches, was 
inadmissible, but that the other three propositions ·would be 
adopted ; and on the 2 nd of J une, I 8 2 3, the Clerk produced 
a printed Copy of the new \N"arehousing Act, passed the I 2 th 
of M ay, and read the following Clause, i ntroduced at the 
request of the Company :-

" And be it further enacted, That no Watch of Foreign Manufacture 
shall be imported and warehoused under the provisions of th is  Act, upon the 
Case or Cases of which any mark or stamp shtll be impressed, which shal l  be 
similar to, or sha l l  purport to  be, or shall be i ntended to represent, any mark 
or stamp of the Goldsmiths' Company of London, or other legal British assay 
marks or stamps ; and that no C lock or Watch of Foreign Manufacture shall 
be so imported and warehoused, upon the face, or upon any part of which, 
the word ' London,' or the name of any other town or place of the Uni ted 
Kingdom, shall be engraven or painted, or shall in any way appear so as to  
purport or give colour that  such Clock or Watch i s  of the lVIanufacture of the 
United Kingdom ; and that no Clock or Watch of Foreign l VIanufacture shall 
be so imported and warehoused, unless a distinguishing number, and the 
name or names of some person and place, shall be engraven, and shall appear 
v isible on the frame or other p;:;.rt of such Clock or Watch, independent of  the 



T H E  CLOCKM AKERS' COM PANY. face, purporting to be the name and place of abode of the person or persons by whom such Clock or Watch was made ; and that no Clock or Watch of Foreign Manufacture, shall be imported or warehoused under this Act in any incomplete state, that is to say, not having the Movement, with all its con­comitant parts, properly fixed and secured in its Case, on pain of the forfeiture of such Watch or Clock." 
O n  the 8th September, 1 8 2 3, the attention of the Court 

was directed by the Officers of the Custom House to a case 
of  Foreign vVatches imported and warehoused under the Act, 
for home consumption or for exportation, free of duty, which 
bore forged names of well-known foreign as well as English 
makers, amongst the latter being that of Eardley Norton, of 
Red Lion Street. An examination of them by Members of 
the Company proved that they were forgeries, and bore 
counterfeit marks of Goldsmiths' Hall . The Court thereupon 
determined to memorial ise the Treasury on  the subject, with 
a view to prevent their being taken out from the warehouses 
until destroyed as watches, and to direct the attention of the 
Goldsmiths' Company to the forgeries of their marks. They 
l ikewise resolved to caution the public by advertisements i n  
the  newspapers against purchasing such Watches a s  of E nglish 
manufacture. 

A further similar importation being reported during the 
same month of September, the Court again memorialised the 
Treasury, and intimated that they had received information 
that a large number of such Vv atches were ready to be sent 
to this country i f  permitted to pass, and urged that those 
already received should not be released by the Customs, but 
so d isposed of  as to prevent the practice in future, protect the 
E ngl ish purchaser, and support the home manufacturer. 

I n  the month of November following they received an 
intimation from the Treasury that proceedings would be 
taken for the condemnation of the articles in question, ac­
cord ing to Law, and that the Customs Officers had been 
instructed to prevent their being warehoused in  future. 

I n  March, 1 8  24, the Court determined to petition the 
Treasury for an amendment of the Warehousing Act so far 
as related to Clocks and Vv atches, the Act not distinctly setting 
forth the manner i n  which they were to be disposed of when 
seized as forgeries, and to direct their atte ntion to the fact 
that no obstacle existed to such importations, provided they 
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were entered for home use and the duty immediately paid, 
nor to the importation of unfinished and incomplete goods, 
which had afterwards an outward appearance put upon them 
here, and were then sold as entirely of Engl ish manufacture. 
The Petition adopted prayed for an alteration of the Law to 
meet these objections, and to provide for the destruction of 
such articles and the conversion of the gold and silver cases 
into bullion ; for the i nfliction of a penalty for the importa­
tion of such fraudulent goods, and for placing Foreign Watch­
cases, bearing forged marks of Goldsmiths' H all, under the 
same regulations as similar frauds against the Act for regu­
lating the manufacture and duties on wrought gold and 
si lver. 

I n  the following month a Deputation of the Court had 
interviews with the Government upon the subject. V/hilst 
the Treasury were will ing to accede to the wishes of the 
Company, the Chancellor of the Exchequer objected to the 
breaking of  Watches, but thought i t  highly desirable some 
d istinguishing mark or stamp should be impressed upon them. 

I n  the month of July, r 8 24, i t  was reported to the Court 
that a further seizure of Foreign Vv atches had been made, 
which were about to be sold by the Customs Commissioners, 
and that the forged names on them had, as far as practicable, 
been obliterated, and the marks punched out of the cases. 

I t  will thus be seen that, although not quite in the 
manner suggested by the Company, the objects they had in 
view-viz . ,  the protection of the E nglish Trade-were in a 
great measure secured, the defacement of the watches having 
rendered them almost valueless. 

This satisfactory result, however, had hardly accrued when, 
in the following year, 1 8 2 5 ,  an Act, 6th George I V, cap. cvii ,  
was passed, i ntituled, "An Act for the General Regulation of 
the Customs," by which the Clause i n  the Warehousing Act 
before mentioned, which had been inserted at the express 
i nstance of this Company, was, in fact, repealed, and the new 
Act, whilst prohibiting the warehousing of forged Foreign 
Clocks and vVatches, did not prevent their being entered for 
home consumption without being warehoused, or if  ware­
housed, for home consumption only. 

This unfortunate circumstance compelled the Company 
to recommence their agitation, and the following Memorial to 
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the Board of Trade, agreed upon at a Court held on the 6th 
November, 1 8 2 6, fully sets out their prev ious proceedings and 
the objects for which they again sought the intervention of 
the Government :-

" S 1-IEWETH, " That in an Act passed in the 4th year of his present Majesty, cap. 24 ,  entitled, ' An Act, to make more effectual provision for permitting Goods to be imported, to be secured in Warehouses, or other places, without payment of Duty on the first entry thereof,' r 2th May, 1 8 2 3 ,  t h e  following (LXXXI) Clause i s  introduced. [Here follows the Clause, for which vide page 2 86.J " This Clause was introduced into the Act, specially to prevent Foreign C locks and Watches, made in imitation of British, and with British Makers' names and places of abode or freedom thereon, from being warehoused, and afterwards sold, either for home consumption or exportation, as of British Manufacture. " In or about September 1 8 23 ,  a large parcel of Gold, Silver, and Metal ·watches, not less in number than 846, were imported from Harnbro', 4 50  i n  the ship ' Thetis,' Reed, Master, and 3 9 6  i n  the ' London,' Rumbert, Master, and were seized for not conforming to the above-recited Act. " This being the first seizure under the Act, the Right Honorable the Lords of the Treasury were pleased to order all the Watches that had the names of British Makers or places thereon, or on the Cases of which were impressed imitative marks of the Goldsmiths' Hall (several of the Cases that purported to be Silver, turned out, on examination by the Officers of Gold­smiths' Hall, to be little better than base metal), to be destroyed, and the remainder restored to the owners, on their paying certain expences, and giving bond to send the 'vVatches back by the same ships to Hambro'. No farther attempts, as far as is known to your Memorialists, have been made to warehouse Clocks and 'Natches contrary to the provisions of the Act. " In the 6th year of Geo. IV. an Act was passed, cap. 1 0 7 ,  entitled, ' An Act for the general Regulation of the Customs, ' ( 5th July, 1 8 2 5 ) .  In the latter part of Clause LII I .  of this Act, under the head of ' Exceptions to be Warehoused,' are the following words : ' Clocks or "\Vatches impressed with any mark or stamp, appearing to be, or to represent any legal British assay mark or stamp, or purporting by any mark or appearance, to be of the Manufacture of the United Kingdom, or not having the name and place of abode of some Foreign Maker abroad, visible on the frame, and also on the face, or not being in a complete state, with all the parts properly fixed in the Case ; '  the intention of which is  evidently the same as the Clause before recited in the Warehousing Act, but not being sufficiently clear and explicit, the intention of the Legislature is consequently more easily evaded. " But the great omission in the Act 6 Geo. IV. cap. 1 07 ,  before recited, and which it is the express object of your Iviemorial ists to represent, is, that the Clause above recited is intended to prohibit the warehousing of Foreign Clock and Watchrs, purporting to be of British Ivianufacture, &c. &e. the same as is done by the Clause (LXXXI.) in the Warehousing Act, cap. 24 .  Yet the Act does not contain any provision whatever, to restrain the importing of such Clocks and Watches, upon their being immediately entered for home consumption, without being warehoused. 



THE C LOCK i\ lAK ERS' COMPANY. " Your Mernorialists request to state, that in consequence of this omission, a parcel of Foreign Gold and Silver Watches, engraved ' Charles Sti ffenone, Regent-street, London,' were imported on or about the I �th July, 1 8 26, and entered at the Custom-house for payment of Duty, but which were stopped, under the impression that the restrictions in the Warehousing Act, applicable to Foreign Watches and Clocks brought into this country, bearing the names of British Makers or places, &c. &c. were equally enforced by the Importation Act ; but on reference to the latter Act, this was found not to be the case ; consequently, the Watches were necessitated to be  restored to the owner, on the payment of Duty : Clocks have also been imported in a similar manner. " Your lVIemorialists beg to represent, that the prosperity, they may say the existence, of the lVIanufacture of Clocks and \Vatchcs in th is country, solely depends on the superior character of the British articles to those manufactured in any other part of the world. The estimation in which English V/atches and Clocks are held, is proved by the well-known fact, that an immense number are made on the Continent with British names and ' London ' on them, and the Cases impressed with marks purporting to be  those of  the Goldsmiths' Hall, London, and distributed as  British to  every part of the globe, to the great prejudice and loss of the British Manufacturer. ' · This is a misfortune that cannot be prevented ; but the immediate effects resulting from the facility now afforded to bring Clocks and ·watches into this country, bearing British Makers' names, and places where made, after ll'ards to re-export OP sell them in the home-market as British, will be, first, materially to d im inish the Export Trade, already much reduced ; and secondly, to greatly injure the Home Trade, which is the legitimate and only certain market left to the British Manufacturer ;  subsequently, from the bad performance of the articles sold as of British l\!Ianufacture, the reputation of the British Manufacturer will be destroyed, and the Export Trade, which depends solely on the superior character of the British Clocks and \Vatches over those of every other country, will eventually be entirely lost. The Home Trade will also suffer a progressive diminution, until, as an object of Commerce, it entirely ceases. " The high price of labour in this country (resulting from causes not necessary to be enumerated), compared with the Continent, particularly Switzerland, a country exempt from taxation, where the greater part of the Foreign ·watches are made, operates in a peculiar manner on a l\ilanufacture, of which the value of the raw material forms so very small a part of the total value, as is the case in Clocks and Watches, particularly the latter ; the total value of the raw material in a Gold Watch of the value of £30, deducting £8 : 15 for the Gold, is not Five Shillings ; consequently, it is impossible for the British Manufacturer to enter the l ists with the Foreigner on the score of price ; the success of the former depends entirely on the superiority of the article be manufactures. " The evils resulting from these practices are not confined to the IVIanu­facturer alone : the Public are grossly imposed upon and defrauded by these Anglo-Foreign Clocks and Vlatches, which almost without exception arc of a very inferior quality ; for it is very difficult, in the present state of the Art, for an individual not of the profession, or at any rate, not professing a knowledge of mechanics, to distinguish from the external appearance only, a Foreign from a British Watch or Clock 



THE CLOCK i\J AKirns'  COM PANY. " Your Memorialists therefore pray, that as soon as can consistently be done, the Act 6 Geo. IV, Cap. 1 0 7 ,  Clause LIII ,  may be so amended, in relation to Watches and Clocks imported, to pay the Duty and also to be  warehoused, that they shall in either case be subject to the same regulations and restrictions as are contained in the 8 1st Clause of the Warehousing Act ; which Clause was inserted at the solicitation of your lVIemorialists, for the two-fold purpose of protecting the Public at large from fraud and deception, and of upholding and supporting the British Manufacturer " 
A second Memorial to the Board of Trade was adopted 

at the Court held on the 8 th J anuary, 1 8 2 7 , in which, after 
recapitulating the facts as stated in their former one, they 
continue as follows :-" As the Law now stands, Clocks and Watches bearing the names of British Makers and of British towns and places, with the Cases of the Watches impressed with marks resembling those impressed on British Gold and Silver "\Vatch Cases, can be imported without let or hindrance, either on payment of Duty, or to be warehoused, provided only that in  the latter case they are not warehoused for exportation ; and the British lVIanufacturer has to compete with a lVIanufacture carried on in countries mostly exempt from taxes, rates and tithes (this is particularly the case with regard to the Watches made in  Switzerland, where by  far the greater number are  made), the  very existence of  this Trade depending solely on the superior character of the  article he manu­factures. " Your Mernorialists therefore feel it incumbent on them to renew the prayer of their former Memorial, and to request, that as soon as can be properly done, the Act 6 Geo. IV. Cap. 1 0 7 ,  Clause LII I .  may be amended to this effect : That no Watch of Foreign Manufacture shall be imported, upon the Case or Cases of which, any mark or stamp shall be impressed, which shall be similar to, or shall purport to be, or shall be intended to represent, any mark or stamp of the Goldsmiths' Company of Lon­don, or other legal British assay marks or stamps ; and that no Clock or Watch of Foreign lVIanufacture shall be so imported, upon the face, or upon any part of which, the word ' London,' or the name of any other town or place, or person, of the United Kingdom, shall be engraven or painted, or shall in any way appear, so as to purport or give colour that such Clock or vVatch is of the Manufacture of the United Kingdom ; and that no Clock or Watch of Foreign Manufacture shall be imported, unless a dis­tinguishing number, and the name or names of some person and place shall be engraven, and appear visible on the frame, and also on the face, purporting to be the name and place of abode of the person or persons by whom such Clock or Watch was made ; and that no Watch or Clock of Foreign JVIanu­facture shall be imported in any incomplete state, that is to say, not having the Movement, with all its concomitant parts, properly fixed and secured in the Case, and finished in a sta,te to go and shew the time, on pain of the for­feiture of such Clock or Watch. " Your lVIemorialists are aware, that it has been urged as an objection to their desire for protection for the Public and themselves, that if Clocks and Watches are prohibited from being l egally imported (but subject to certain 



T H E  CL0CJOI A K ERS C0/II PAN Y. restrictions), that they ,rill be clandestinely brought into this country ; lo which in reply they observe, that in its present state, the Law not prohibiting such fraudulent practices in the importation of Foreign Clocks and Watches, it may be said to countenance the evils complained of, and to encourage practices abroad which are realized here, although they could not be originated in these realms. It certainly is an anomaly, that Clocks and Watches can be imported into, and openly sold in this country, that could not be legally manufactured in the country. "  
In May, r 8 2 8, they again memorial ized the Board of 

Trade, and expressed their d isappointment at the great length 
of time which had elapsed without their receiving any ansv,rer, 
and called the attention of the Board to the following facts :-" In or about September 1 8 2  7, a parcel of Watches in Silver Cases, with the name ' Eardley Norton, London,' engraven upon them in the English fashion, and the Cases impressed with marks resembling those of the Gold­smiths' Hall of this City of London, were entered at the Custom-house for payment of Duty, and seized, not because they were engraven and marked as above described, but because they were entered for Duty at the supposed undervalue of Five Shillings e:i.ch : at the following regular Custom-house sale, Mr. 01ren, of 'vVall ingford, a general dealer, purchased 23 of these Watches, all engraven and marked as above described, for about Nine Shillings each. " I t is scarcely necessary to acid, that these 2 3  11·:i.tches, which were of the very worst quality, were purchased to be resold, and will supply the place of so many English Watches. The individuals who may eventually purchase these Watches as English, will be most grossly deceived, and the reputation of the English Artists suffer in consequence. " In conclusion, your Memorialists beg leave to state the following fact, connected with these Anglo-Foreign Watches, particularly deserving the notice of His Majesty's Government. Had the above mentioned Watches been manufactured in Great Britain, the parties making and selling them, would have been amenable to the Civil Law for using the name of another :rviaker, and to the Criminal Law, for applying false marks to the Cases ; from whence it follows that Foreigners can do that with impunity, for their own advantage, and to the great pre_juclice of His Majesty's subjects, which would subject the latter, were !hey to do the same, to severe pains and penalties ."  

In July of the same year, the Court d irected a iVIemorial 
to be prepared to the Treasury, but at the next Meeti ng it 
was reported that an Act had been passed which had rendered 
its presentation unnecessary. The Act referred to being the 
Act 9th, George I V, cap. lxxvi ,  intituled : " An Act to amend 
the laws relating to the Customs," clause 4, of which enacts 
as follows :-IV. " '  And whereas it is expedient to prohibit the importation of Clocks and Watches having false marks or names thereon ; be it therefore enacted, 



T H E  CLOCK MAKE RS' CO/llPAi\"\'.  293 That it shall not be la\l'ful to import any Clock, nor any Watch, impressed with any mark or stamp, appearing to be or to represent any legal British assay mark or stamp, or puporting by any mark or appearance to be of the manufacture of the United Kingdom, or not having the name and place of abode of some Foreign Maker abroad, visible on the frame, and also on the face, or not being in a complete state, with all the parts properly fixed in the Case ; and that such prohibition shall be complied with and enforced, in like manner as if the same were set forth in a certain Tabie, denominated, ' A  Table of Prohibitions and Restrictions Inwards,' contained in the said Act for the general Regulation of the Customs.' " 
The Court, at a subsequent M eeting, held on the 

2 5 th November, 1 8 28 ,  caused copies of the above Clause to 
be officially communicated to the Swiss and French Consuls 
General, w ith a v iew to its provisions being made known in 
their respective countries. 

Though, as has been shewn, the law was at length so 
amended as to meet the v iews of the Trade, i t  appears that 
the same i l l ic it practices were conti nued, and vVatches, etc. , 
continued to be imported bearing the forged names, etc . ,  of 
the same E nglish makers as formerly, and within two years 
after the passing of the Act, v iz . ,  in February, 1 8 30, the 
Court again memorialized the Treasury in the follmving 
terms :-

" T!te 1J!femoria! of t/1e Jv/asler, T1Vardens, alld Court of Assistants of t/1c 
Company of Clockmakers of t!ie City of London : 

" SHEW ETH, " That in or about the month of December last, three dozen of Foreign Watches, in Silver Cases, supposed to be the property of a Russian Jew, were seized, under the provisions of the Act 6 Geo. IV. cap. 1 0 7, sec. 5 3 ,  in consequence of their being engraved with an English name and place thereon, viz. ' Eardley Norton, London, '  in violation of the said Act, but without any marks or impressions on the Cases, purporting to be those of the Goldsmiths' Hall ; as all English 'vVatches, Silver as well as Gold, must have the Cases assayed and marked at Goldsmiths' Hall, before the ·watches can be sold, otherwise the party selling the same, are liable to a heavy penalty, and the articles destroyed. " Your lVIemorialists beg very respectfully to submit to your Lordships, that if these ·watches are permitted to be sold at the Custom-house, as is  customary with seized goods, they will eventually be resold in detail as English Watches, to the prejudice of the English lVlanufacture, which, from causes which it is unnecessary to refer to on the present occasion, is in a most depressed state, and a great number of industrious workmen are out of employment, and consequently in great distress-themselves and families wanting the necessaries of life. 
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COMPAN Y. " lVIoreover, should these Watches be subsequently resold, as of English Manufacture, after having been sold at the Custom-house sale, such resale will, upon the face of the transaction, be illegal, in consequence of the Cases not bearing the marks of the Goldsmiths' Hall, which, being of Foreign Manufacture, they cannot have ; it becomes therefore very probable, that to render the Watches more saleable, false or forged marks will be applied to the Cases ; thus adding a second fraud to the first. " It is further to be observed, that these ·watches :ire of very inferior quality, and if exported, would certainly be sold for English, to the great prejudice of the character of the English work . " Your Memorialists therefore pray, that your Lordships will order these ·watches not to be so sold, but that the Cases may be dealt with as with Plate seized of Foreign JVIanufacture, and the 1\i[ovements to be  destroyed. " 
To this an answer was received from the Treasury, 

i ntimating that instructions had been given to the Com­
missioners of Customs for the destruction of the Watch 
Movements in question, and the rendering the Cases unfit  for 
use as well, and for their d isposal as Plate seized, of Foreign 
Manufacture. 

I n  January, 1 8 3 2 ,  the distress existing in the Trade 
induced the Court again to take up the question, and they 
agreed to another Memorial to the Treasury, and a letter to 
Lord Althorp, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, in support 
of i t. The Memorial itself contains a succinct statement 
of the case of the English makers, the disadvantages 
under which they had so long laboured, and the various 
alterations made in  the law with a v iew to alleviate these 
disadvantages, and protect the K ing's subjects from undue 
and u nfair foreign competition ; and is as follows :-

" T!te J1£emorial of tl1e J11aster, f;f/ardens, alld Court of Assistants of t!1e 
Com_/Ja1l)' of C!ockmakers of tl1c City of London : 

" SHEWETH, " That on or about the period of the Right Honourable William Pitt's Commercial Treaty with France, an ad z1a!orem Duty of 75 per cent. was imposed upon all Foreign Clocks and ·watches imported into this country, which Duty was commonly known by the very appropriate appellation of ' a  Countervailing Duty. '  That so long ago as previous to the year 1 787, the l\!Ianufacture of Clocks and \Vatches in this country was found to be materially affected by the illicit importation of Foreign Clocks and Watches ; and in consequence, a Representation was addressed to _the Lords of Trade on the 1 9th of February, 1 78 7 ; and the subject of the Representation being found to be one that immediately affected the Revenue, it was a few days after laid before the Lords of the Treasury. 



T H E  C LOCKi\1AJ-ams' COM l'A N\', " That the War with France, which commenced in r 7 93, and continued until the short Peace of Amiens in 1 80 2 ,  and subsequently until 1 8 1 5 ,  pre­vented in a great measure the increase of the evil ; and i t  does not appear that any further communications took place between His Ivfajesty's Govern­ment and the Company, on the subject of Foreign Clocks and \Vatc:hes (with one exception in 1 7 89) ,  until 1 8 1 6 ; after which period they became much more frequent But since the general Peace in 1 8 1 5 ,  the evil has been progressively increasing, until it has arrived at so alarming a height, as to threaten the speedy and entire annihilation of the Manufacture of Clocks and Watches in this country. " That an Act w::i.s passed, 6 Geo. IV. ,  cap. 1 0 5 ,  entitled, ' An Act to repeal the several Laws relating to ' the Customs,' ( 5 th J uly, 1 82 5 ) ,  whereby ::i. 1 1 former Acts were repealed ; ::i.nd that an Act was passed, c::i.p. 1 0 7 ,  entitled, ' An Act for the gener::i.l Regulation of ' the Customs, '  (5 th J uly, 1 8 2  5), by which a Duty of only 2 5  per cent. ad va!ore//1, w::i.s imposed upon ::i.1 1 Foreign Clocks and Watches imported into these re::i.lms. But from the absence of some Legislative Enactments, whereby the fact of the article having paid the Duty, can be satisfactorily ascertained, the provisions of the Act, par­ticularly as applied to Watches, are become a dead letter, and the intention of the Legislature is entirely frustrated. " Your Memorialists have been informed from good authority (the truth of which information may be easily ascertained by an ::i.pplication to the Hon­orable Board of Customs), that scarcely an entry of Watches for payment of D uty has been made at the Custom-house within the last two years, during which time the number of Watches i l licitly imported, and exposed for sale in the public shops and private establishments, has increased twenty-fold, without the smallest benefit to the Revenue. A certain number of Clocks, though far from the total quantity brought into the country, are entered for payment of Duty ; but those are generally very much underv::i.lued. " The Foreign Manufacturers have their respective Agents in London, to whom they consign their goods ; and there ::i.re cert::i.in individmls, a species of nondescript Smugglers, who carry on a very lucrative business, without, as in the case of the oper::i.ting Smuggler, any personal risk, by insuring the safe delivery of the :i.rticles, for a very small per centage upon their value. In like manner, private individual s  procuring, or h::i.ving Watches made abroad for their own use, have the option of having their Watches delivered to them free of Duty by the London Agent of the Foreign Maker, and are not required to pay for them until they are received in London. By  these arrangements, the Foreign Manufacturer possesses great facilities for importing his Clocks and W::i.tches, particularly the latter, into the country ; and the persons dealing in them are enabled to procure them to the best advantage, and without risk of loss : ::i.1 1 this without in the smallest degree benefiting the Revenue, but to the utter ruin of the British Manufacturer. " Your Memorialists have lately been informed, and they believe the information to be correct, th::i.t in consequence of the decrease in the number of English who have visited Paris since J u l y  1 8 2 9 ,  and consequently of the number of Swiss Watches sold there, that the Swiss Manufacturers have it in contemplation, to remove their principal establishments from Paris to London ; which, for the reasons above stated, they can do to great ::i.dv::i.nt::i.ge to themselves, and proportionate injury to the English ·_\'[anufacturer. 



" That the home market is almost the only market remaining to the English Clock and Watch Manufacturer ; for in consequence of the superior estimation in which English Clocks and ,Vatches have for a great length of time been held, and the consequent dem:rnd for them in most parts of the world, the Foreign Ivianufacturers have been induced to make Watches as nearly as possibl e to resemble English, and engraved with English names, and ' London,' and with forged marks of the Goldsmiths' Hall of London im­pressed upon the Cases, for the purpose of being exported to the foreign markets commonly supplied by the British Ivfanufacturer ; who, from the comparative low prices at which they (td1e Foreign Manufacturers) can afford to sell them, compared with the unavoidable high price of the English Watches, the latter are completely driven out of the market, to the great prejudice of the English Manufacturer ; and Clocks and Watches will neces­sarily cease to be an article of export trade, except to a very limited extent. As a proof of the superior quality of the English Manufacture, your Memo­rialists beg particularly to call your attention to this circumstance,-that they are not aware that a single instance has been adduced, of English Clocks or Watches having been made to imitate Foreign, with Foreign names of makers and places upon them. The disadvantages the English Manufacturer labours under, as above-mentioned, were much increased in the year 1 8 2 2 ,  by the passing of the 1Varehousing Act ; which, although it prohibited the ware­housing of any Clocks and Watches having English names or ' London ' engraved on them, or marks on the Cases in imitation of those of the Goldsmiths' Hall, still enabled the Foreign l\fanufacturer to keep his goods, free of expence, for a considerable period in the King's Warehouse, reetdy to be exported to the first market that offered, at a very much lower price thetn similar goods made here could be afforded. I t  is true, this particular Act was repealed by the Act 6 Geo. IV. cap. 1 05 (5th July, 1 8 2 5 ) ,  but its provisions are contained in an  Act ' for regulating the  Customs,' passed the same year, cap. 1 0 7 ; and the Foreign lVIanufacturer still enjoys the advantage of warehousing his goods at a very trifling expence, and of deferring the period for payment of the Duty, to suit his own convenience. " That with very few exceptions, the Watches brought into these realms, and commonly called French ,Vatches, are not made in France ; but are in fact made, part at Geneva, but by far the greater number at Neufchatel , in Switzerland, in a country in which the price of the necess:1ries of life is not influenced by Corn-laws ; and where there are neither Taxes, Poor's-rates, or Tithes, or scarcely impositions of any sort or kind whatever ; and where the expence of living, and consequently the value of labour, is infinitely less than in a country like England, by far the highest taxed of any in Europe ; and where, moreover, the high price of labour is maintained by Com-laws, the effect of which is to enhance the cost of the first necessaries of life. From these causes, the relative situation of the English and Foreign Manufacturer is so very different, and the advantage so decidedly in favour of the latter, that were the Duty of 25 per cent. imposed upon all Foreign Watches brought into th is  country levied, the same would afford a very inadequate protection to the home Manufacturer. Probably no amount of Duty short of 7 5 per cent., as first imposed by Ivir. Pitt, upon all Foreign Clocks and Watches imported, would be equivalent to the relative situation in "·hich the British and Foreign lVIanufacturers are placed. " That the cost of manufacturing Clocks and Watches, but more par­ticularly the latter, depends entirely upon the price of labour ; because, 



THE C LOCKMA K E RS' COMPAN Y .  29  7 exclusive of the Gold or Silver of which the Watch Cases are made, the value of the raw materials of which the Watch Movement is composed, compared with the article when finished, is exceedingly small. The cost of manu­facturing a ·watch may be divided as follows : r st, The value of the labour employed, forming by far the greater part of the total value : 2 nd, The value of the material, Gold or Silver, of which the Case is made : 3rd, The value of the raw material of which the lVIovement is made ; which last is by very much the smallest part. The average value of the raw material employed i n  making a ,Vatch, may be  estimated a t  from Two t o  Four Shillings each Watch Movement. " What is  above described under the denomination of raw material, is not strictly so ; but has been brought into a certain preparatory state by the help of machinery, particularly the steel wire of which the pinions and pendulum­springs are made. " That the raw materials, as above described, and generally all the steel employed in  the manufacture of Watches, is exported from this country to Switzerland. Until the year 1 8 2 5 ,  the exportation of any unfinished part or parts of Watches was strictly prohibited by a former Act. In the present state of the Law, the Foreign Manufacturer draws h i s  raw material, wrought into a preparatory state as above described, from this country ; and is thereby enabled to furnish better articles, and at a cheaper rate than he could otherwise do. To satisfy themselves of the truth of tht above statement, your Memorialists employed a person to apply at Lode, in the Canton of N eufchatel, the principal seat of the Watch M:mufactory i n  Switzerland, to purchase the above-named Articles (steel p in ion wire, pendulum spring wire,  and steel prepared for various purposes), where he was unhesitatingly told, they were all brought from England, and that if he required any quantity, h is better plan would be to employ an agent to procure them direct from London. " That the assertions made by some writers upon Political Economy, and of sundry articles in some of the Encyclopedice, that machinery had been brought to such perfection, that little now was required i n  the manufacturing of Clocks and Watches, but what could easily be accomplished by the use of machinery, are entirely false. The contrary is the case ; for there is no manufacture so dependent upon manual labour and dexterity, or for v:hich so little can be clone by the aid of machinery ; except indeed as described under the head of raw material. But this, in the present state of the Law, is as much to the benefit of the Foreign as to the English Manufacturer. In  the  entire catalogue of  articles manufactured in th i s  country, there i s  probably not one in which manual labour forms so large a proportion of the cost of production, as in Clocks and Watches, but more particularly the latter ; and consequently so valuable in a thickly-peopled country like England ; :mcl more especially at a time when it is the fashion, with a certain class of Political Economists, to attribute a considerable portion of the distresses under which the lower classes are at present labouring, to an excess of  population. " That although the superiority ot the Engl ish Watches, as to quality and performance, is not disputed, still it has been asserted, and too generally credited, that English Watches cannot be made so flat and so neat as Foreign Watches.  This is not the fact : Watches are, and can be made in London, as small, as flat, as neat, and as beautiful  to the eye, as any made on the Continent ; but they cannot be made at the same cost, and consequently 



T H E  C LOC K \ f A  K ERS' CO\l PANY.  cannot be sold at the same price ; but  the attempt on the part of  the Bi-itish lVIanufacturer to compete with the Foreign artizan in the price of Clocks and \Vatches, has a natural tendency to deteriorate the quality of the article and must eventually lose to the Briti sh Clock and Watchmaker the superior character he has hitherto maintained in his branch of manufacture. " That the Art of Clock and Watchmaking employs a great number of persons in various parts of the United Kingdom, particularly in London, Liverpool, Coventry, and Prescot in Lancashire ; not only in the immediate manufacture of Clocks and 'vVatches, but also of various tools employed in that manufacture. " That for some time past, the situation of those individuals, f rom the want of employment, has been progressively getting worse ; and that the period is fast approaching, when, in the full enjoyment of the faculties Nature has given them to obtain a decent livelihood, and provide for themselves and their families, as their fathers had done before them, they will, for the want of employment, be reduced to a state of absol ute pauperism, and become dependent upon the Poor's-rate for support : thereby increasing the total mass of pauperism, and the already overgrown amount of the Poor's-rates, and all the moral evils resulting from such an artificial state of society. " That for some time past, the earnings of the working classes, in consequence of the extent to which the i l licit introduction of Foreign Clocks and YVatches into this country has prevailed, have been gradually decreasing, and have now reached the minimum at which those who are fortunate enough to obtain employment, can earn a bare maintenance. That the only persons who really benefit by this state of things, are, r st, The Foreign Manufacturer ; and, 2nd, The home wholesale Smuggler, who carries on a most profitable agency, with very little pecuni:ny risk, and without any personal risk whatever. " That the return of the number of \Vatch Cases assayed and marked at the Goldsmiths' Hall, forms no just criterion of the number of Watches made in this country. For some time past, but more particularly since the general Peace in 1 8 1 5 , a practice has been carried on by certain Foreigners to a considerable extent, of illicitly importing Foreign Watches in a nearly or quite finished state, particularly Repeaters, but without Cases, which are put into Cases made here, and inv::i.riably sold as English \Vatches, and at as near the price of English \"latches as the parties practising these frauds can obtain. Great numbers of these Watches are also exported, and sold as of English manufacture ; but being of very inferior quality, are doubly injurious to the British Manufacturer, as they not only deprive him of his legitimate share of trade, but, by their bad performance, bring unmerited discredit upon the British lVIanufacture. This practice has increased to so greit an extent, that your Memorialists have repeatedly cauticnecl the Public against it by Adver­tisement in the Daily Papers. " That the Art of Clock and Watch making, which has universally been allowed to hold the first  class in the mechanical arts, has been carried to the highest degree of excellence in this country. England produced the first ' -Marine Chronometers deserving that appellation. English Clocks and Watches are valued and sotiaht after in .every quarter of the gl9JJ.��h.e1·g civilization has made any progress ; anC1W11cre,.·er t ie-Foreign :irticle has usurpea tne 13Iac·e--of the English, it has been under the mask of English names, and d i sguised to resemble English Manufactures. 
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" That the  claims of the  individuals practising the  Art of Clock and 
Watchmaking to the protection of the Legislature, have been fully allowed,, .,,., 
upon every occasion, when a Deputation from the Court of Assistants of this 
Company has had business to transact with any of the :Members of His 
Majesty's Government ; and moreover, that Legislative Enactments have 
been made at the special solicitation of the Court of Assistants, of which i t  
will be sufficient to  notice two, viz. t he  Clause (LXXXI . )  in the  Warehousing 
B ill, ( 1 2th lVIay, 1 8 23), and the Clause (IV.) in the ' Act to  Amend the Laws 
relating to the Customs,' ( 2 5th July 1 8 2 8) ; but your Memorialists regret to 
add, that in consequence of the presen t  state of the Trade, and the little 
prospect that exists of its improvement, that several workmen of the superior 
class, men of considerable talent as workmen, and possessing some property ; 
precistly those who, on every account,  it is desirable should not leave the 
country, are about to emigrate to  America. The inferior class of workmen, 
and consequently those the least useful, have not the means of emigrating ; 
and their entire ignorance of all agricultural pursuits, precludes their being 
engaged by individuals forming establ ishments in the British Colonies ; and 
the prospect that awaits them, from the want of employmen t  i n  their legiti­
mate cal l ing, is  to end a l ife of wretchedness and misery in a workhouse. 

" Your Memorialists therefore very respectfully beg to submi t  to your 
Lordships,-That · from the best consideration they can give the 
subject i t  appears to your Memorialists, that the only prospect that 
remains for restoring the lVIanufacture of Clocks and Watches to  i ts 
former state of prosperity, and preserving it to the country, may be 
stated u nder the following heads : 

" 1 st, That the Duty upon Foreign Clocks and ·watches imported, be 
made to assimilate to the relative situation of the working classes 
in  this country, and in France and Switzerland. 

" 2nd, That the collection of the Duty be rigidly enforced ; for which 
p urpose, all Foreign Clocks and Watches to be marked when the 
Duty is paid : the mark to be the proof of the Duty having been 
paid. That the said marking be clone at the Custom-house, and by 
an Officer appointed by the Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Customs. The marking Foreign Goods imported, upon payment 
of Duty, is  not  new i n  principle ; and to adopt i t  i n  the case of 
Clocks and Watches, has been pressed upon His Majesty's Govern­
ment since the year 1 7 8 7 .-If the principle of marking is conceded, 
there will be no difficulty in  regulating the detail, and it can be 
dfectecl without any prejud ice whatever to the article marked. 

" 3rd, That no  Clocks or Watches unfini shed, or in  an incomplete state, 
or without Cases ; or parts of Clocks or Watches finished or un­
finished, or without name of maker, and place where made, be 
allowed to be imported. 

" 4th, That no incomplete Clocks or ·watches, or parts of Clocks or 
Watches, or raw material prepared for the manufacture of Clocks or 
Watches (such as steel pinion wire, or pendulum spring wire), be 
allowed to be exported . 

X 
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" 5 th,  That efficient Legislative Enactments be adopted, to cu t  short the 
proceedings of  the home wholesale Smuggler, who furnishes the 
capital employed in the il l icit trade, in a s imilar manner to what 
was adopted to put a stop to the investment of  British capital in 
the Slave Trade. " 

The reply of the Treasury to this M emorial \\;as laid 
before the Court on the 5 th March, 1 8 3 2 , in the fo1lovving 
terms :-

" GENTLEMEN, 
" I  am commanded by the Lords Commissioners o f  

H i s  Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, that on the  fullest consideration of  
your :Memorial, in which you request that  you may be relieved from the 
injury sustained by the Trade from the i l l ic i t  importation of Foreign Clocks 
and Watches ; and after having taken the opinion of  the Board of  Tracie 
thereon, it does not appear to my Lords, t!tat a11y attempt to relieve you from Foreign competition, by rigid Custom-!touse regulations, would !tave a beneficial e!Ject in protecting your Trade. 

" Treasury C!tambers, 2nd il1arclt, I832." 
" I  am, Gentlemen, 

" Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) " SPRING RICE. 

On the 6th of M ay, 1 8 3 3 , the Court determined again to 
appeal to the Treasury, more especially since the Trade had 
in  the interim become still further depressed. 

The Memorial adopted by them and the correspondence 
which thereupon ensued with the Treasury, are set out at 
l ength, as follows :-

" To tlte R(�-/tt Honourable tltc Lords Co11111tissioners of I£is 11!fajesty's Treasury : " T/1e 11lfemorial of t!te Jl!faster, T1Vardens, and Court of Assistants, of t!te Company of Clockmakcrs of tl1e City of Londo11, 
" SHEWETH, 

" That upwards of  Twelve Nion.ths have now elapsed s ince your 
?viemorialists last addressed your Lordships, during which period the state 
of  the Clock and Watch Manufacture in this Country has, from various 
causes, been progressively more and more depressed. The principal cause 
of this depression is indisputably the immense number of  Foreign Clocks and 
Watches brought into the Country. 

" By an Act passed· in  the 6th year of  George I V., cap. 1 07 ,  entitled 
' An Act for the Regulation of the Customs,' (5 th J uly, 1 8 2 5), the Duty to be 
paid on the importation of Foreign Clocks and \"latches was reduced to and 
definitely fixed at 25 per cent. ad valorem, which is a reduction of 50 per 
cent. from the protecting Duty established at the period of  the late Mr. Pitt's 
Commercial Treaty with France. 



THE C LO C K i\ l A K ERS'  COM PANY. " This reduced Duty of 25 per cent. Lord \Val lace (then President of the Board of Trade), stated to a Deputation from your Mernorialists he considered preferable to a higher Duty, because it afforded less inducement for Smuggling, adding that it was the determination of His Majesty's Government to take the necessary step_s for enforcing the payment of the reduced Duty. Your J VIerno­rialists without entering at present into the question of the good policy of thus reducing the protecting Duty, beg to submit respectfully but firmly to your Lordships that they h:we a right to expect that the enforcement of the reduced Duty should be carefully and strictly attended to. They regret that this has not been the case. From the period of the reduction of the Duty to the present time the evil of the contraband importation has been daily increasing, but from the facilities afforded by the small bulk of the article, the Smuggling of Watches has very far exceeded that of Clocks. A number of Foreign Clocks have certainly been entered for the payment of Duty, but even in this case the Home JVIanufacture has not due protection ; since from the circumstance of their • being under-valued, they have paid much less duty than they should have clone. Moreover, your Mernorialists have reason to believe that a great many Clocks have been clandestinely imported. VVith regard to 'vVatches, the number which has been entered and has paid duty bears a very small proportion to those which have been illegally imported. Your Memorialists are a ware that from the nature of the circum­stances upon which they address your Lordships, they cannot produce strict demonstration of the facts of which they complain, and the difficulty in this respect is increased by the defective manner in which the Custom House Registry of Watches imported is kept. In that Registry, as your JVIernorialists understand, no account is taken of the number of the Watches imported, or whether they are Gold or Silver, nothing is stated but their gross value. It i s  very desirable that this defective registration should b e  remedied. The fact, however, of the enormous amount of the contraband trade in the articles of your Mernorialists' Manufacture, which they complain of will, they think, be as plainly apparent to your Lordships as it  unfortunately is to .themselves, from the following circumstance :  The total val ue of the Clocks and \Vatche�, for which duty was paid at the Port of London for the four years ending with 1 83 2 ,  was as follows :-Clocks valued at £99, 600 r I S. 1 d. ,  Watches only valued at £2937  1 7s. od., but, as has been before noticed, these articles being generally entered for payment of duty at very far below their real value, particularly when imported for sale, the above sum of £ 99 ,600 1 I S. 1d. was probably not much more than half their value, and it may fairly be inferred that the total value of the Clocks,only, imported was not less than £200, 000. With respect to Watches the disproportion of the value entered at the Custom House to the number everywhere publicly offered for sale, is so palpable that there can be no doubt of the immense contraband trade that must be tarried on. Taking the value of Foreign Gold Watches at an average of £7 each, it would appear that in the four years above mentioned, and supposing all the Watches imported to have been Gold Watches, no more than 420  Foreign Gold Watches were imported ! It is notorious to every man in the trade that ten times that number might be counted in the shop windows any morning in a walk f rom Whitechapel to Hyde Park, besides the immense number that are not open to public view. There cannot be a doubt therefore that the revellue £s e11or111011s!y defrauded, and the protection intended to be afforded to the Horne Manufacturer wholly lost. Independently of the Watches publicly exposed for sale, Foreign 
X 2 
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Watches (the same remark applies to Foreign Clocks) are now commonly 
sold as an article of commerce by Jewellers, Haberdashers, Milliners, Dress­
makers, Perfumers, French Toy-shops, &c. ; and are even hawked about the 
streets. Probably ::it  no period was so large a number of Foreign Gold 
"\Vatches brought into the country as within th e last four years, and your 
Lordsh ips' Mernorialists are of opinion that they do not estimate the value of 
these Watches at all too h ighly at the sum of £7 00,000.  Your Memorial ists 
are fully aware of the difficulty of form ing a correct estimate upon a question 
of this sort, with the very slender official data th::it can, in the present defective 
manner of making the entries, be obtained. But your lVIemorialists, with the 
sources of information which their intercourse in the trade supplies, ::ire 
satisfied they :1re much under the mark when they estimate the number of 
Gold Watches brought into this country by various channels during the l::tst 
four years to average not less than 2 5 , 000 each year, giving a total of 
1 00,000 Gold "\Vatches. Now taking £7 as the average val ue of e::ich "\Vatch, 
the total amount will be £ 7 00,000.  The ·number and value of the S ilver 
Watches imported is much less in proportion · than that of Gold Watches ; 
they may fairly be estimated at 1 0,000 "\Vatches ·each year, at an average 
value of J 5s. each, which gives a total of 40,000 Watches, value £30,000,  
making the total value of Gold and Silver Watches £ 730,000. The value of 
the Clocks has been previously estimated at £ 2 00,000, making the total 
value of the Clocks and Watches brought into the country the last four 
years £930,000,  upon which sum, had the Duty been enforced, it would 
have amounted to £232 , 500, whereas the Duty paid has been only 
£2 5 ,634 1 2s. s,¾d. ,  beillg ver_y nearlj 1 £200,000 less tlla11 it would !wve been !tad t!te Duty been properlj1 collected. 

" Your Memoriali sts very respectfully submit to your Lordsh ips that i f  
i t  i s  fitting a Duty should be imposed upon Foreign Clocks and Watches, i t  
i s  equally so to enforce the payment. Tha t  to nominally protect a Horne 
Manufacture by imposing an import duty upon a similar Foreign Manu­
facture, and at the same time to omit to adopt such measures as c:1n alone 
ensure the collection of the Duty, a11d tlws virt11al!y to sacrifice bot/1 t!,e Revenue and t!,e Home Ma11 11facturerfor t!,e benefit of tile Foreigll Jllfmll(facturer w/10 does 110! contn/Jitte 011e s/1i!li11g towards t!te e:xpe11se of tile State or t!te support of t!te poor, is to practise a cruel 11tocke1:, v u,oo!l t!te heavily taxed mul rated Britislt Jllfamifacturer. Further, that the Foreign "\•Vatches of the i l l icit 
importation of  which into these realms your lV Iernorialists have so much 
cause t o  complain, are made principally in  Switzerland, a country exempt 
from Taxes, Rates and Tithes, and without Corn Laws to force up the value 
of labour. Moreover, your :Memorialists ::ue not aware that any articles of 
British rdanufacture are exported to Switzerland. 

,.... " The Foreign Dealers openly boast of the facil ity with which they 
smuggle their Watches into this country, the few they enter for payment of 
Duty serving as a cover for the others ; :rnd they do not scruple to avow that 
so long as the Legislature abstains from adopting some measure to identify 
the Clocks and "\Vatches that have paid the Duty, and thus distinguish 
them from those that have not, that nothing as the law at present stands can 
or shall  prevent their importing as many ::i s  they please without p::iyment 
of Duty. 

� " Your Lordships' lVIernoriali sts have been induced to trouble your 
'Lordsh ips at this t ime, in consequence of having noticed in  the Reports of 
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the Proceedings in  the House of  Commons as given in  the daily papers, that 
the various Acts for the regulation of the Customs were about to be revised 
and consolidated, in the hope that your Lordships would be induced to 
embrace the present opportunity to bestow some consideration on a subj ect 
i nvolving the interests, nay, the very existence, of a great number of in­
dustrious and deserving mechanics and their families. For your Memorial ists 
regret to add that the distresses under which the English artizan has for a long 
time laboured have not diminished, but are, on the contrary, considerably 
aggravated, principally by the cause above mentioned. / 

" No consideration but an imperative sense of the duty your Lordships' 
Memorialists owe the trade at large, of which they are the legally-constituted 
guardians, added to the interest they take in the happiness and well-being 
of the working classes, would have induced them to trouble your Lordships 
at the present conjuncture, but, having so clone, they think it right to state un­
reservedly to your Lordships that unless some efficient reli ef is afforded to the 
British lVI�nufacturer, which cannot be clone unless the payrnen t of the duty 
as by law established i s  enforced, he must, from inability to meet the Foreign 
manufacturer in the home market-al most the onlr market now left to h i m­
cease to manufacture, and thus throw out of employment a great number of 
workmen, thereby increasing the d istress and misery which, for want of 
employment, now prevai ls among the lower classes, and is one princip::il cause 
of the existing discontent. Your Lordships' Memorialists beg leave here 
also to observe that the greater cheapness of Foreign ·watches is no com­
pensation whatsoever to the classes who are thrown out of employment  by 
their i llicit importation. I t  is  not the industrious or the lower c lasses who 
use Foreign Clocks and YVatches. 

" In conclusion, your Lordships' Memorialists th ink i t  right to state to 
your Lordships that, a lthough they do not consider the duty of 2 5 per cent. 
ad valorem to be a sufficient protecting duty for the English lVfanufacturer, 
burthenecl as he is with taxes and poor's rates-p::irticularly in the article of 
Watches, which are manufactured in  an untaxed country-yet aware of the 
fee ling that so general l y  prevai ls in the present clay against high protecting 
Import duties, they abstain from urging any increase of the amount of duty, 
and only pray that they may possess in  fact the protection which ,  according 
to the existing bw, they ought to have. 

" Your Lordsh ips' Memoriali sts wi l l  now briefly state to your Lordsh ips, 
under the two heads of Imports and Exports, points to which they p::trticularly 
wish to call your Lordships' attention. 

" I MPORTS. 
" That the col lection of the Duty upon all Foreign C locks and 'Watches 

brought into these real ms be enforced with the same exactness as i s  c lone in 
the case of various other articl e s, and in such a manner that those that have 
paid the Duty can be readily distinguished from those that have not. 

" That no Clocks or ·watches be admitted to entry with ' London, '  or the 
name of any other place in  the United Kingdom, engraved on them, or 
engraved or painted i n  any way to give colour to their being English. 

" That no Clocks or Watches be admitted to entry unless they have en­
graved on them a name and place purporting to be the name and place of 
abode of the person who made them. 



TlIE CLOCK M.AKERS. CO.\J J J.AI\ \' . " That no Clocks or Watches be admitted to entry in an incomplete state, that is to say, without having the movement and all its concomitant parts propetly fixed and secured in its case. " That no \Vatch shall be admitted to entry with marks on the case similar or approximating to or purporting to be marks of the Goldsmiths' Company of the City of London. 
" EXPORTS. " That no incomplete: Clocks or Watches, or parts of Clocks or Watches, or material prepared for the manufacture of Clocks or \Vatches (such as pendulum spring wire, and steel pinion wire) be allowed to be exported, as it is well known that the Foreign Manufacturer derives his supply of these articles (which are in fact the most useful parts of the material of Watches) from this country. " That all Clocks and Watches exported shall bear the name and place of abode of the person by whom they are made engraved upon them ; and Clocks and Watches without names not to be allowed to be exported. 

" S1 R, 

" Ojfice of Committee of Priz 1y Co1t11cil for Trade, 
" W!titelwll, 24tlt 1l£aJ 1, I833. " The Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade have received an application on behalf of the Watch Case Makers of Liverpool, stating that the works of Watches made in England are exported without cases, and that they are afterwards put into cases of Foreign Manufacture on which imitations of the marks of British Makers and of the Assay Offices of this Country are impressed, the metal being far below the English standard, and that the Watches, when so completed, are sold as entirely of British manufacture,  to the injury and disrepute of the British makers ; and it is further stated that by the Act of the 9 and ro, Will. I I I .  chap. xxviii., the exportation of  any case or  dial plate for a Clock or  Watch i s  prohibited, without the  movement being put therein and made up for use, which Act was intended to protect the Watchmakers in this country ; and the Watch Case Makers pray that similar protection may be afforded to their trade by a legislative enactment prohibiting the exportation of \Vatches, except in Gold and Silver Cases. " Before the Lords of this Committee proceed to take this matter into consideration, they would be glad to receive any remarks which the Members of the Company of Clockmakers in London may have to offer on the subject, and I have therefore been directed to communicate their Lordships' wish to you accordingly. " I  am S ir, 

" 111r. G. Atki11s, 
" Cou,per's Court, Cornltill. 

" Your obedient Servant, (Signed) " T1-1011rAs LACK. 
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" Cowper's Court, 
" JJ:fay 28t/t, I833. 

, ,  S I R, 

" I am directed by the Master and Wardens of the Company of 
Clockmakers of the C ity of London, to acknowledge the receipt of your 
l etter of the 24th instant. 

" I  am further directed to say that i t  is their decided opinion, as expressed 
on former occasions, that the exportation of Clocks and ·watches without their cases, or in any respect in an unfinished state, as well as parts of Clocks 
and Watches, is h ighly prejudi cial to the best interests of the British Manu­
facturer. In the first place a number of workmen are thereby deprived of the 
means of gaining a l ivelihood, and in the second i t  opens a wide door to 
every species of fraud, as alluded to in your letter. 

" You will find this opinion expressly stated in two Memorials from the Company of C lockmakers of the City of London, addressed to the Lords of 
His Majesty's Treasury, dated February 8th, 1 83 2 , and the 8th instant .  And 
in a Letter from Mr. Spring Rice, dated 2nd March , 1 832 ,  i t  is mentioned 
that the Memorial of the 8th February has been referred to the Board for 
Trade. 

" I  am directed to add that, i f  you have not easy access to these 
Memorials, copies of the same will with much pleasure be furnished, as well 
as any information the Court can give that you may require. 

" I  am, Sir, 
" T!tos. Lack, Esq. " Your obedient Servant, 

" Offices of t!te Co11tmissioners of Pri71y (Signed) " GEORGE ATKINS, 
· Council/or Trade, W!titelta!!. " " Clerk to the Company. 

" Custo111 I-£ouse, 
" 4tl1 Yum, 1833. 

" S IR,  " The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury having 
transmitted to the Board of Customs a Copy of a Memorial from the 
Master and Wardens of the Company of Clockmakers, containing suggestions 
in order to prevent the il legal importation of Watches and Clocks, or their 
admission at under valuation, I have it in command to acquaint you 
that the Board of Customs are ready to consider any further regulations 
which the Company of Clockmakers may have to propose, with a view of 
attaining the object of their application. 

" lvfr. G. Atkins. 

" I  am, S ir, 
" Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) " J. KER.  

" Oj/ice of Co111111itfee of Pri7')' Council for Trade, 
" vV!tz"telta!!, 5tl1 Ju11e, I833. 

" Sm, " I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
for Trade to acquaint you that your letter of the 2 8th ultimo, on the subject 



T HE C LOCKMAKERS' COM PANY. of the exportation of Clocks and Watches in an unfinished state, has been duly received, and will be considered by their Lordships. 
" JV£r. G. Atkius. 

" GENTLEl\lEN, 

" I  am, Sir, " Your obedient Servant, (Signed) " THOMAS LACK. 
" Treasmy C/1ambers, " 7tli June, IBJJ· 

" Having laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury your Memorial on the subject of the Duties on Foreign Clocks and Watches, I have it in command to acquaint you that my Lords have given directions to the Board of Customs, to ensure the utmost vigilance on the part of their officers to guard against the illegal importation of \Vatches, as well as to ensure the payment of the full duties on Watches when imported. I am at the same time to add that if it be true, as now stated, that Watches are smuggled in, the increase of duty would only increase the temptations to such clandestine traffic, and that the affixing the name of a foreign maker and a mark importing the payment of duty, could not give much additional security, unless means were adopted of searching and inspecting Watches worn by individuals, and of seizing 'v\Tatches if not so marked. This power of search and seizure, it is obvious, never could be granted ; independently of which the facility of counterfeiting the proposed marks would in itself be a bar to a compliance with this suggestion. " I am, Gentlemen, " To·t/1e Colllpa11y of Clocklllakers, " Your obedient Servant, "11/fr. G. Atldns. (Signed) " SPRING Rrrn. 
" Cowper's Court, Contltill, " '7u11c I It!t , I833. " I  am directed by the Master and \Vardens of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 5th instant. " I  am further directed to say that the object the Company have in view in the Memorial, elated May 7th, to the Lords of the Treasury on the subject of Foreign Clocks and Watches not being the alteration of the existing law, but merely the bona .fide and vigilant carrying the same into effect, they have in point of fact, no suggestions to make to your Board further than those contained in their Memorial, of which it appears by your Letter the Board of Customs have been furnished with a copy by the Lords of the Treasury. " I  am, Sir, " Your most obedient humble Servant, " To J· Ker, Esq., " Custom I-Iouse, Loudon. (Signed) " GEORGE ATKINS, " Clerk to the Company. 



" My LORDS, 
THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. 

" 6, Cowper's Court, Cornlull, 
"June IJtlt, I833. " I  am directed by the Master and Wardens of the Company of Clockrnakers of the City of London, to address your Lordships in reply to a Letter I have received from Mr. Spring Rice, dated th 7 th instant (and marked r n 1 5 1{l-) ,  in answer to a Memorial addressed to your Lordships dated the 7 th  May last, by the Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of the Company. " I  am directed in the first place to observe that Mr. Spring Rice's Letter appears to have been written under the impression that, in their lVIemorial before mentioned, the Court had applied to have the amount of duty on Foreign Clocks and 'Natches imported increased. If your Lordships will have the goodness to refer to the lVIemorial you will find that it is especially mentioned that an increase of duty is not asked for. The words in the Memorial are : ' yet, aware of the feeling that so generally prevails in the present clay against high protecting Import Duties, they abstain from urging any increase of duty, and only pray that they may possess in fact the pro­tection which, according to the existing bw, they ought to have.' " I am directed, in the second place, to observe that Mr. Spring Rice, in his Letter, objects, in toto, to the proposed plan of marking Foreign Clocks and Watches imported, as affording no valid security, unless accompanied by the right of search and seizure, which, he says, never could be granted. In answer to this objection, I am directed to call your Lordships' attention to a case very much in point, namely : that the very considerable revenue derived from the duty upon wrought gold and silver in this country is entirely secured by the marks imposed upon the articles manufactured, which marks are imposed when the duty is paid ; and that all articles of gold and silver plate are obliged to be sent to certain offices, where they are marked and the duty paid before they can be offered for sale. Any breach of the law in this respect subjects the parties offending to very severe and heavy penalties, and there are but very few instances known of its being evaded. In reference to the second part of the objection-the right of search and seizure-it certainly does appear singular that British born subjects, dealers in wine, spirits, tobacco, &c., &c. , should be subject to inconvenience from which Foreigners, dealers in Foreign Watches and Clocks, are exempt ; and also tltal 

so 111uclz vigi!a11ce to protect t!te revenue slt0uld be exercised wit!t regard to some 
persons, and so 11wc/1 laxity be permitted witlt respect to o!lters. " This right of search and seizure is not a new suggestion, and at one time (before the year r 8 2 3) was frequently acted upon by the Custom House Officers in reference to Clocks and Watches. " The  securing to the Revmue t!te D1tt)' upon Foreign Clocks a11d vVatcltes by the operation of marking, to which so much objection is urged, would not be a difficult operation, and though at first it might be attended with some trouble would very soon work well /or t!1e benefit of tlte Revenue and for the protection of the Bri tish Manufacturer. The Swiss Watches sold at Paris are marked with reference to the quality of the gold of wh ich the cases are made, and what is feasible in Paris is equally so in London. The importance of this measure for the benefit of t!te Reve11ue and the protect ion of the English Manufacturer bas been insisted upon in several communications that have 



THE CLOCKi\IAKE l{S' COili l'ANY. taken place with the Lords of the Treasury, but as your Lordships may find it difficult to refer to the original documents, I am directed by the Master and \Vardens to forward you the accompanying copy of ' A  statement of the various proceedings and transactions that have taken place between the Court of Assistants of the Clockmakers' Company of the Ci ty of  London and His Majesty's Government, in relation to the importation of Foreign Clocks and Watches into these realms. Ordered by the Court to be printed for the use of the lVIembers of the Court the 6th February, 1 83 2.' I am further directed more particularly to refer your Lordships to page r 5, in which will be found the heads of a plan, which, i f  embodied in an Act of Parliament, would no doubt operate for the benefit of tl1e Revenue, while it would give the home manufacturer the protection of which he so much stands in need, and to which he is so justly entitled. " Should the measures proposed in the :iVIemorial be found upon trial insufficient to protect the interest of English manufacturers, the Master and Wardens then propose to submit to your Lordships the propriety of subjecting Foreign Clocks and Watches, and those who deal in them, to the operation of the Excise Laws. If  that were clone there can be no doubt that the grievance so j ustly complained of would be in a great measure, i f  not entirely, abated. There is nothing unreasonable in this proposition, as it does not appear why Foreign Clocks and Watches should not be under the supervision of the Excise, as well as other articles. The E11glz"s!t f,Vatclzmakers !tave always been 
obliged to take out a licence annually at tl1e Excise Office, without w!ticlt tl1ey 
cannot sell Gold or Silver lVatcl1es. " In conclusion, I am directed to state to your Lordships that there i s  one fact connected with the  importation of Foreign Clocks and Watches that should not be lost sight of, namely, that these articles are imported almost entirely for the use of t!te ztpper classes of Socz'ety ,· that i t  is  their pecuniary interests chiefly that will be affected by any measures that may be adopted to enforce the payment of the Duty, and that so long as the present state of things is suffered to continue botlt the revenue and tl1e itzterests of the Britislt 
J1lfanufacturer and of t!te working classes are sacrificed for t!te pecuniary advan­
tage of t!te lzzglzer classes. " That tlze revenue is completely sacr�ficed is s1tjjiciently proved by tlte state­
ment in tlze J11emorial, dated tlze 7tlt of i11ciy last, presented to your Lords/ups, of 
the value of t!te TVatches mtered for payment of Duty at tl1e port of London in 
t!tefour years ending 3 rst December, 1 83 2. " To this state of things the Court has reason to believe the working classes are feelingly alive, and their complaint, that while they are heavily taxed, they are at the same time deprived of the means of  earning where­withal to pay these taxes, is, in the case of the workmen employed in the manufacture of Clocks and Watches, but too well founded. " I  have the honour to be, " My Lords, " Your Lordships' most obedient humble Servant, " To the Rtgld Honourable tlze Lords (Signed) " GEORGE ATKINS, 

Commissioners of I-Iis J1fajesty's Treas1t1y. , , Clerk to the Company. 



THE CLOCKi\l.AK.1.ms' COi\l PANY.  

" Custom I-louse, " Sm., " 2Ist '71t1te, 1833. " Having laid before the Board of Customs your Letter of the I r tl: instant, st:i.ting, in reply to my letter of enquiry, dated the 5 th pre­cedrng, that the l\faster and ·wardens of the Company of Clockmakers have �o suggestions to o(fer with a view of more effectually preventing the illegal 1mportat10n of Foreign ·watches and Clocks further th::m those contained in their Memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, of the 7th u ltimo, their object not being the alteration, but the enforcement of the existing Law, I have it in command to acquaint you, for the information of the Master and ·wardens of the Company, that the Board have issued a General Order to their Officers in London and at the several out-ports, enjoining them to the most vigilant attention, in order to prevent the illegal importation of ·watches and Clocks, or their admission at an improper valuation. " I  am , Sir, 
" George Atkius, Esq., 

Cowper's Court, Cor11/ul!. 
" Your most obedient Servant, (Signed) " J . KER. 

" Cowper's Court, Corn!zzl!, 
" 29tlt fime, J8JJ. " I  am directed by the Master and ·wardens of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London, to acknowledge the receipt of your · Letter of the 2 1 st inst. " I  am further directed to forward through you to the Honourable Com­missioners of His Majesty's Customs, a copy of ' A  statement of the various proceedings and transactions that have taken place between the Court of Assistants of the Clockmakers Company of the City of London, and His Majesty's Government, in relation to the importation of Foreign Clocks and ·watches into these realms ;' to which proceedings it will be necessary to refer in the course of this Letter. " The statement in your Letter that the object the Master and Wardens have in view is not the alteration, but the enforcement of the existing law, is  perfectly correct. But  the Master and ·wardens beg to submit that for this purpose much more is requisite on the part of the Honorable Commissioners of the Customs than merely exercising vigilance at the Custom Houses of London and the out-ports. From the small bulk of the article many Watches (if not Clocks) wil l ,  in spite of the exertions of the Custom Hou,se Officers, be clandestinely brought into the country, and it becomes necessary, as well for the future security of tl1e Revenue as t!te protection of tlte Britis/1. 111a111ifac­

turer, that the Clocks and 'vVatches that have in the first instance escaped the vigilance of the officers, should be caught while in the hands of the wholesale dealers (who bear the same relation to their operative contrabanclists as the receivers of stolen property bear to the thieves). For this purpose the Officers of His Majesty's Customs might, as was formerly clone, exercise the right of search for and seizure of Foreign Clocks and 'v\T atches in the hands of dealers and importers, leaving on them the onus of shewing that they have paid the duty. This has been repeatedly done, and at no distant period, and recourse might again be had to similar measures. 



3 1 0  THE CLOCK.MAKERS' COMPANY. 

" That a vast number of  Watches have been clandestinely brought in to 
this country, is a fact proved to a demonstration, by the great number 
exposed publicly for sale, (a great many of which are ,rithout names, which 
circumstance sufficiently proves that they have not passed the Custom-house ; 
since all 'Natches entered for Duty must have the maker's name and place of 
abode engraved on them) ; and the exceedingly small amount of the value 
( under 3000/. ) of those entered for the payment of  Duty at the Port of 
London, in the four years ending at Christmas 1 832 .  I t  is  t he  opinion o f  
persons well qualified to form a jus t  opinion on the  subject, that if the  whole 
o f  those Watches had paid the Duty, they would have been valued at a sum 
l ittle short of 500 ,oool. ,  or perhaps even more ; the Duty upon which would 
have amounted to 1 2 5 , oool.-to which amounf, at the least, the Revenue has 
been defrauded, i n  consequence of the very imperfect manner in  which the 
Duty has been levied. 

" I t  appears to the lVIaster ::rnd \Vardens of the Clockmakers· Company, 
that the most effectual, and the least expensive, and in all respects the best 
method, of securing the payment of the Duty, would be to mark all C lock s 
and \Vatches when the Duty is paid : the adoption of this method, by 
shewing which have, and which have not ,  paid the Duty, would prove highly 
advantageous to the Revenue ; and i t  has been repeatedly urged upon His 
Majesty's Government, but ,  unfortunately for the Revenue and the British 
Manufacturer, without success. 

" In  conclusion, I am directed to say, that the Master and \Vardens of . 
the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London, trust the Honourable 
Commissioners of His :Majesty's Customs will adopt such measures as will 
virtually, not nominally, enforce the existing Law ; and that i t  will no  longer 
remain, to all intents and purposes, a dead letter ; which, from some cause or 
other, has been much too long the case. 

" J· I(er, E sq. , 
" Custom I-£owe, .London. 

" SIR, 

" I  am, Sir, 
" Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) " GEORGE ATKINS, 
" Clerk to the Company. 

" Cuslo11t-!101tse, 
" .1  I flt Jul.Y, .1833. 

" Having laid before the Board of Customs your Letter of the 
2 9th ul t imo,  transmitting, with reference to the communication made to you 
by lVIr. Ker's Letter of the 2 r st preceding, some further observations on the 
subject of -the i l legal importation of Watches and Clocks, together with a 
Statement of the Proceedings between the Court of Assistants of the Clock­
makers' Company and His Majesty's Government, relative thereto ;-I have 
i t  in command to acquaint you, for the i nformation of the Master and 
Wardens of the Company of Clockmakers, that the Board of Customs are 
not prepared to recommend any further measures for adoption in respect to 
the importation of C locks and Watches. 

" I  am, Sir, 
" Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) " C. A .  SCOVELL, 

" Geon};e At/.:z'ns, Esq. " SecY· 
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" GENTLEi\lEN,  

" Treas1t1J' Clta111bers, 
" 2ot!t July, I833. 

" l  1 5 06 !;' . '. ' The Lords_ Commissioners of His :Majesty's Treasury having had under theu· consideration your further lVIemorial of the 1 3th ultimo, on the subj ect of the injury clone to your Trade by the unlim i ted i mport,,tion of Foreign Clocks and Watches ; I have it in command to acquaint you, that my Lords have given every attention to this subject which its importance deserves, and that they have directed the utmost care to be given by the Customs cl�partment to guard against the fraudulent introduction of Foreign Watches without payment of Duty ; but that they apprehend any increase of protection, in the way of augmented Duty, could only add to the inducement to smuggling ; and that they are not aware of any other course that could be resorted to with beneficial results. To bring an entire branch of trade under the supervision of the Excise, appears to my Lords a very objectionable mode of proceeding, and not likely, with respect to the sale of ·watches and Clocks, to attain the object sought for. " I am, Gentlemen, 
" T!tc Clockmakers' Compa11y, 

" 6, Cowper's Court, Corn!tzll. 

" S I R ,  

" Your obedient Servant, (Signed) " SPRING R1rn. 
" Cowper's Court, Comlull, 

"July 26, I833. " I  am directed by the Master and Wardens of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London, to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 20th inst., 1 1 506 1,/ ,  addressed to the ' Clockmakers' Company.' " In the fi rst place, I am instructed to express to you the great satisfaction it has afforded the ]\faster and Wardens of the Company, which they are sure will be equally felt by all the members of their body, to learn that the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury have taken into consideration the peculiar situation of the Bri tish Clock and Watchmaker, and in consequence, given the directions you describe, w i th regard to enforcing the collection of the Duty upon Foreign Clocks and Watches imported into this country. For this they are exceedingly obliged to their Lordships, and beg to return them their best thanks. " At the ,,ame time I am directed to request the favour of you to state to their Lordships, that it is the decided opinion of the Master and ·wardens, founded upon long experience, that something more is still requisite to be clone for the semrdy of t!te Revenue and t!te protediou of t/1e Briti.slt 
1lfamtfact11rer. From tl1e small bulk of the a.rticle, Vlatches ( if not Clocks) will, in sp i te of the exertions of the Custom-hous� O fficers, be clandestinely brought into the country in great numbers ; and it becomes absolutely necessary, to effectually put a stop to this contraband traffic, for the Custom­house Officers to exercise the right of seizure of such as have not paid the Duty, while in the hands of the dealer. Many of the parties who receive these Watches, do so as a matter of regular trade, and stand in precisely the same situation to the smuggler that the receiver of stolen goods does to the thief. 



3 1 2  TH E CLOCK. i\fAK ims' COMPAN Y .  " This right of  search has been repeatedly exercised, and a t  no  distant period ; and unless this is again done,-as the ·watches, when once in the country, wil l be considered to be perfectly safe,-rneans will soon be dis­covered of clandestinely importing them ; and the good intentions of  their Lordships will thereby be completely frustrated. " So vigilant were the Officers at one time, that it is a well-known fact, that the foreigners, who were then the wholesale dealers in Foreign \Vatches, rarely kept their Watches three nights consecutively at the same place ; and scarcely ever al their own place of residence. " This mode of proceeding may, at first sight, appear harsh and severe, but it must be borne in mind that the smuggler, and the person by whom he is employed, voluntarily expose themselves to this inconvenience. Eq1tally 
severe measures are daily !tad recourse tu for t/1e protectio//. of t!te RevC1we ; in 
proof of w!tic/1 fact, il will be s11fficient to 11otice tl,e rece11t proceedings in 
con11ection wit!t tlze collection of tlte P{lst Office Revenue. " That a vast number of Watches have been clandestinely brought into this country, is  a fact proved by the immense number publicly exposed for sale, to say nothing of those not so publicly exposed, and tl1e exceedi11gly small 
amount of tl1e z1alue ( 293 71. qs.) of tlwse entered for paymmt of Duty at tl,e 
Port of London, in tl1e four years ending C!tristmas 1 8 3 2 ,  upon wludt tl1e 
amount of Duty paid was only 7341. 9s. 3d. The total value of the Watches brought into the country during those four years, is certainly considerably under-rated at the sum of 5 00,000!. ; upon which the Duty would have been 1 2 5 ,oool. ; ma/..:im; a positive loss to t!te Revenue of 1 24, 2 651., 10s. 9d.-a11 
example of loss of Revenue, from want of atte11tion to t!te collecting it, probably 
witl1out example in modern times. " I am directed to again call your attention to the fact, that the English 
vVatclu11aker lws from time immemorial, been obliged to talt.e 01tt an A111mal 
Licence at tl1e Excise, where he is duly registered, to enable him to sell Gold or Silver Watches. Now, it is the opinion of the Master and Wardens, that if all persons who deal in Foreign Clocks and Watches \\'ere compelled by Law to take out an Annual Licence, as i s  the case with persons dealing in a great variety of articles, viz. Lace, Plate, \Vatches, Horses, Tea, Coffee, Tobacco, \Vine, Spirits, &c. , &c., &c. ; and in a similar manner to write up over their door, ' Licemed Deale, in Foreign Clocks and T/f/atcl1es,' that such a measure would, next to marking the Clocks and Vlatches when the Duty is paid, from the publicity that would be given to the parties dealing in these articles, afford the best security that can be adopted for the due collection of the Revenue, and the protection of the British \Vatch and Clockmaker. Moreover, it would benefit the Revenue, by the amount of the Licences taken out, without any expense in the collection. The l\fastE.r and ·wardens earnestly entreat of you to request the favour of the Lords of the Treasury to take this proposal of theirs into consideration at their earliest convenience : there cannot for an instant be a doubt of the facility with which it would be carried into execution ; it is divested of all feature of harshness or oppression, and is requiring no more of the dealer in Foreign Clocks and Watches than is required of the dealers in a great variety of other articles, as well luxuries as necessaries of life. Some individuals, Auctioneers for example, are obliged to take out a Licence as Auctioneers, and separate Licences to enable them to sell by auction Plate, Wine, Spirits, &c 



T HE CLOCKMAK ERS' COM PANY. " In conclusion, I am again directed by the ]\faster and vVardens to call your attention to a misconception which (judging from the latter part of your Letter of the 20th instant) the Lords of the Treasury and yourself still appear to lal!iour under. You there express yourself as though their Lordships supposed the Master and V/arclens had asked for an increase of the amount of the Duty levied on Foreign Clocks and Watches : now the precise contrary is the case. If you will have the goodness to refer to the conclusion of the Company's Memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, elated the 7th May last ; and to the beginning of :1 Letter addressed to their Lordships, elated the 1 3th June last ; you will find the opposite sentiment expressly stated. The words in both are-' Yet, aware of tlte feeling that so generally prevails in tlte present 
day against !tig/1, protecting Import Duties, tltey abstain fro7ll urging any in CJ ease 
of Duty ; and only pray tliat tltey may possess, in fact, tlte protection wltich, 
according to the existing Law they ought to have.' To setting this mistake right the Master and Wardens attach considerable importance. " I  am Sir " Your most humbl� Servant, (Signed) · " GEORGE ATKINS, " To the Right I-Ion. Spring Rice, " Clerk to tlte Company. 

Secretary to tlte Treasmy, 
&c. &c. G"c. 

" Treasury Cltambers, 
" I9tlt October, I8JJ. " GENTLEMEN' " I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to transmit herewith for your information the copy of a report of the Commissioners of Customs on the subject of the il legal importation of foreign Clocks and Watches, and I am to acquaint you that my Lords are willing to receive any further communication from you, and to take any steps which, on ful l  consideration, may appear desirable for the purpose of preventing or of repressing any illicit importation of Foreign 'vVatches. " I am, Gentlemen, " Your obedient Servant, " The Clockmakers' Company, (Signed) " J. STEWART. 

" Cowpers Co11rt, Corn/till. 

(co PV E�JCLOS E D  I N  TH E FORECOI N r: . ) " May it please your Lordships.-Mr. Spring Rice having, in his letter of the 1 3th September signified, that in consequence of a further application , from the Watch and CJockmakers' Company, complaining of the injury done to their Trade for want of proper vigilance on the part of the Revenue officers, he ( Mr. Spring Rice) was directed to desire that we would !·eport to your Lordships whether we have reason to apprehend that any illegal importation of Watches and Clocks takes place, and 1 11 the event of such question being answered in the affirmative, that we would suggest whether any and what regulations, legislative or departmental, :i.re necess:i.ry for checking such contraband traffic. 



THE CLOCK. MAKERS.  COMPANY. " In obedience to your Lordships' commands, we report :-" That as regards Foreign made Watches, adverting to the portableness of the article, the facility with which they may be concealed, and the rate of duty payable thereon ; viz. 2 5 per cent. , we are not prepared to derfy the possibility of it being an article of traffic with the smuggler ; but we have no reason to believe that it is carried on to any great extent as a system of smuggling. " The la\\'S and regulations, however, which are in force for the preven­tion of smuggling, are equally applicable to Clocks and Watches as to any other goods liable to duty on importation into the United Kingdom ; and as regards the articles in question, we are not aware of any regulation, legislative or departmental, the adoption of which would efficiently check the illicit trctffic therein. " Vlith regard to th� complaint of the :.1emorialists, that injury is clone to their trade for the want of proper vigilance on the part of the Revenue officers, we have to observe, that in consequence of a former representation from these parties to the same effect ( copy of which your Lordships were pleased to transmit to us in Mr. Spring Rice's letter of the 1 8th May last), we called upon them to propose such further regulations as might appear to them advisable, with a view to detect or prevent the improper introduction of Foreign Clocks and ·watches ; and in reply, they stated that their object was not an alteration of the law, but merely the vigilant carrying the same into effect, and as they had asserted that the officers of the revenue had permitted the importers of Foreign Clocks and V/atches to enter those articles for the duty at a less amount than their real value, we issued a circular notice, elated 1 3th June, enjoining the officers at this port, and at all the outports, to the most vigilant attention, with a view to prevent the admission of Clocks and Watches at an improper valuation. " \Ve beg to add, that in the case of recent importation of Gold Watches which were entered for duty as being of the value of £90, the officers consulted some of the :Members of the Committee of \Vatchmakers as to the correctness of the entry, and after having inspected the articles, they declared them to have been undervalued at least £50. per cent., whereas, on their being sold, under the provisions of the Regulation Act, the articles only realized eight per cent. more than the Crown paid for them, a result tending to prove that the opinion of the Committee was not altogether to be relied on. " Custom House, Septe111ber IJ, I8JJ. 
" SrR, 

(S igned) 
" Cowper's Court, Cornlu'll, January IO, I834. " I  am directed by the 1\faster and Wardens of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from Mr. J. Stewart, elated Treasury Chambers, 1 9th October, 1 833 ,  1 794 . 2 . •H·, addressed to the Clockmakers' Comp:my, Cowper's Court, Cornhill, and enclosing a copy of a letter, and report from the Honourable Commissioners of Customs to the Lords of the Treasury, dated r 3th September, 1 833 .  



T r- r n CLOCI.;. i\ [AK I<. Rs '  C O \ !  PAKY.  " I  am further directed to request the favour of you to thank their Lordships for this mark of  their attention, as well as for the assurance contained in Ivlr. Stewart's letter of their Lordships' willingness to attend to any further suggestions the Ivfaster and \Varclens may think proper to offer ; and to adopt such measures as may on further consideration appear desirable for repressing the importation of Foreign Watches and Clocks, particularly the former. " The l\ifaster and 'Wardens beg in the first place to offer some remarks on the letter and report of  the Honourable Commissioners of  Customs, and then, availing themselves of  their Lordships' permission, they will state what they conceive will most conduce to the security of  the revenue and the bene fi t of the Trade at large. " To begin with the letter from the Honourable Commissioners of Customs to the Lords of the Treasury, which accompanies their report The Com missioners there observe that the Company of Clockmakers, in a recent communication to the Treasury, complain of want of vigilance on the part of the Custom House Of-ficers. The Master and \Vardens of the Company certainly do complain of smuggling to an enormous and most injurious extent _: from which they cannot avoid inferring the extreme negligence of the officers, and with very great reason. For, be it observed, that by a clause in the Act, entitled ' An Act to amend the Laws relating to the Customs ' ( 2 5 th July, 1 8 2 8), passed five years ago, it is provided that all Clocks and Watches i mported shall bear on two places, that is  to say, on the works and on the dial, a name of a person and town, purporting to be the name and place of abode of the person who made them. This cbuse was added to the Bil l at the express solicitation of the Company of Clockrnakers ; and that no excuse might be afforded for evading this clause by the Foreign Manufacturer, or for pleading ignorance of its existence, the Clerk of the Company (see pages 5 r ,  5 2, and 5 3  of a printed statement of proceedings between the Company of Clockrnakers and his Majesty's Govern­ment, London, 1 8 3 2 , of  which a copy was sent to the Treasury, 1 3 th of  June, 1 833) ,  was directed to write to the French and Swiss Consuls, informing them of the circumstance, and enclosing a copy of the clause, not only in English, but translated into French The receipt of these letters and their enclosures was acknowledged by the two Consuls, accompanied by a promise to communicate their contents to their respective Governments. After this the plea of ignorance of the law cannot be o ffered, indeed it is one which is never all owed as ·an excuse when the revenue is concerned. Now, what is the fact ? \Varehouses, and even shop windows innumerable, not merely in the Metropolis, but in all  the principal Cities and Towns in the Empire, but more particularly the watering places, such as Brighton, are ful l of Foreign Watches, publicly exposed for sale, which, in the face of the Act of Parlia­ment, passed on purpose to meet the case, do not carry upon them a single ,name, much less a name  of maker, and of place where made in two places, namely, on the dial and on the works, which, in conformity of the Act, they ought to bear. It fol lows as a matter of course, and to this fact your attention is particularly requested, that the whole of these ·watches without names have been clandestinely brought into the country, because, in the state described, they are strictly prohibited, and could not be entered for payment of  duty ; and as a necessary consequence, that the revenue has been defrauded of the amount of duty they ought to have paid. So much in proof of the truth and 
y 



T H E  C LOCK\fAK irns' CO\'l Pr\N Y .  

justice o f  the complaint o f  the want o f  vigilance o n  the part of the officers. 
Some few solitary examples of the contrary have occurred, but they are 
extremely rare, and only show what might be done if proper vigilance were 
exercised. 

" A  seizure ,ms recently made at a private house of 24 Gold \Vatches 
without names, and on the 1 5 th November last 14 Gold \Vatches were seized 
in the Port of London, on board the William Jolliffe, from Harn bro', Downie 
Master, addressed to H. \Varburg, J 7 , Leman Street, Goodman 's Fields, 
which were packed in a t in box, and attempted to be passed as a sample of 
clover seed. This last seizure was made i n  consequence of the suspicions of 
the Master of the vessel  being raised by the weight of the box, and not 
through the vigilance of the officer on board. 

" Though it we:·e admitted, that from the portable nature of the article 
it is  extremely difficult to prevent the illicit importation of Foreign Watches ; 
still the immense quantity exposed for sale should lead to very strict measures 
for the prevention of a fraud so injurious to the revenue and ruinous to the 
British \,Vatch makers' Trade ; and, i f  even these measures did not prove 
successful, still the il l icitly imported Watches might legally be seized wherever 
they are secretly deposited or openly exposed for sale. 

" I am now directed to offer the following observations upon the 
report :-

" In the first paragraph of their Report the Commissioners say, in 
reference to the i l licit importation of Foreign Watches, ' We have no reason 
to believe i t  i s  carried on to any great extent as a system of smuggling.' 
Surely the Commissioners must totally have lost sight of the return, which it 
i s  most natural to suppose was furnished by themselves, laid upon the table 
of the House of Commons on the motion of :Mr. Ewart, and ordered to be 
printed 5 th J uly, 1 833 ,  which not only fu lly contradicts the above statement, 
but officially proves that the direct reverse is the case. I t  appears by this 
printed return, that the total value of the Foreign Watches imported in  the 
last four years, ending with 1 83 2 ,  was £ 1 0,428. 1 2 s. ;  and of the same 
exported, £9, 7 1 4. ; the value of the Watches remaining in  the country being 
only £7 1 4. 1 2 s. The absurdity of supposing such a conclusion to be even 
an approximation to the truth is so palpably evident, that it would be only a 
waste of time to contradict it further than by stating the fact that Foreign 
Watches to a greater amount in value may every clay be seen exposed for sale 
in several individual shops in the Metropolis. 

" In the second paragraph they say, ' The laws and regulations, _however, 
which are in force for the prevention of smuggling, are equally applicable to 
clocks and watches, as to any other goods liable to duty on importation ; and 
that they are not aware of any regulations, legislative or departmental, the 
adoption of which would effectually check the illicit traffic therein.' The first 
part of this statement is  no doubt correct ; but i t  does not follow that such 
regulations as are fitting to prevent the smuggling of bulky goods, are "the 
best that can be  adopted for small articles like watches ; and the second part 
is evidently erroneous, inasmuch as a system of regulat ions has been distinctly 
pointed out to the Lords of the Treasury, and by their Lordships transmitted 
to the Board of Customs, (see letter signed J .  Ker, elated Custom-house, 4th 
June, 1 833) ,  by the Company of Clochnakers, by the adoption of which, the 
evil complained of, though i t  would probably not be entirely done away with, 
yet would be very considerably diminished. 



T H E  C LOC K i\ f A K ims' COMPANY. " Your attention is  now requested to the next paragraph of the Report, in which the Commissioners state that they had ' called upon them (the Company) to propose such further regulations as might appear to them advisable, with a view to detect or prevent the i mproper introduction of foreign Clocks or ·watches, and in reply they stated, that their object was not an alteration of the law, but merely the vigilant carrying the same into effect. ' What is here stated is true to a certain extent ; but the Company had at that time, in fact, suggested regulations for enforcing the payment of duties on foreign Clocks and Watches, and for detecting such as were clandestinely introduced into this country, without requ iring a l egislative enactment new in principle, as  before mentioned. " In reference to the last paragraph of the Commissioners' Report, it is only necessary to observe, that the sales at which the vVatches therein referred to were sold, are pract ical ly under the  influence of the J ews, and that the Watches producing no more than they did, at sales conducted as these sales are, is no proof whatever that they were not worth more than they realised, which, however, it is admitted was more than the val ue at which they were attempted to be entered. " Thus far it  appeared proper to the Master and Wardens to notice the erroneous statements contained in the Letter and Report from the Honour­able Commissioners of  Customs to the Lords of the Treasury. " There is another circumstance wh ich I am directed very briefly to notice, as the Company do not a l lude to it but with great reluctance ; it is the great quantity of smuggling understood to be carried on through the medium of the Foreign Office, by means of the immense bag brought over twice a week by the Messenger who is the bearer of the bag with the Government Despatches and Papers ; and also through the means of the Messenger of the French Embassy. A recent investigati on has shewn, that even the French official seals have been surreptitiously made use of to forward such disgraceful proceedings. 1• " I  am now directed by the l\!Iaster and Wardens to observe, that when they addressed you on the 2 6 th of July last, they were ignorant of the return moved for by Mr. Ewart, and ordered by the I--Iouse of Commons to be  printed the 5 th of July, 1 833 .  This return affords the  most ample proof o f  the substantive correctness of  the statements contained in  the various Memorials and Letters addressed by  them to the Lords of  the Treasury, the Commissioners of  Customs, and yourse lf. " To insist further on the great number and great amount of value o f  the Watches cl andestinely brought into t h e  country, and the enormous amount of the loss that in consequence is sustained by the Revenue, and by the Br itish manufacturer is quite unnecessary, and I am only d irected to add, that the evi l  is daily and hourly increasing. " Al l  that has been advanced on the subject in the long-protracted and unfortunately h itherto fruitless correspondence that has taken place between the Company of Clockmakers and his Majesty's Government, is fu l ly  borne out by the Parliamentary document so repeatedly referred to ; and this account, moved for by Mr. Ewart, may be considered, so far as regards the Manufar.ture of Clocks and Watches in these realms, as one of the most important documents ever laid on the table of the House of Commons. 
y � 



THE C LOCKMAKERS'  COi\f l'ANY. " In answer to the second p:nt of Iv!r. Stewart's _letter, in which that gentleman states that the Lords of the Treasury ' are willing to receive any further communication from the Company, and to take such steps as, on ful l  consideration, may appear desirable for the purpose of preventing, or of repressing any illicit importation of Foreign Watches,' I am directed to state, that it is the opinion of the Iviaster and 'vVardens that great good would result from a simultaneous seizure in  all parts of the kingdom of all Foreign Clocks and watches not bearing names of lVIaker and Place where made (in strict conformity with the Act of Parliament before referred to) in the possession of all wholesale and retail traders and dealers of whatever description they may be, whether foreigners or natives, and whether calling themselves Watchmakers, Jewellers, ·warehousemen, General Dealers, Milliners, or b y  any other denomination. Such a proceeding, which in itself i s  strictly legal, and perfectly in accordance with the usual practice for the protection of the Revenue, followed by the adoption of the plan so repeatedly pressed ,  but hitherto in vain, by the Company upon the notice of the Lords of the Treasury, of causing all Clocks and Watches imported to be marked when the Duty is paid, such mark to be the proof of the duty having been paid ; joined to compelling all persons dealing in those articles to take out an annual licence, as is the case with dealers in  a variety of manufactured goods, and raw produce, would tend more to the benefit of the Revenue and the British Manufacturer, than any other measures that could be adopted. The watches seized would be sold for exportation, and the Horne l VIarket would thereby be relieved from a great quantity of Foreign Clocks and Watches now on sale ; moreover the Foreign l\!Ianufacturer and his agent would be taught that the  law was no longer to be infringed with impunity, and that the demi-official countenance they for so many years fancied they enjoyed, was at an end. It is respectfully and earnestly desired that the Lords of the Treasury would come to a determination as to the course to be pursued in this m,ttter. The question is reduced to a very narrow compass : is the law of the land to be set at naught-the Revenue to be sacrificed, and the British Manufacturer to be seriously injured for the profit of the Foreign Manufac­turer and the smuggler, and the pecuniary advantage of that class of British society, which, of all others, can best afford to pay for the article of home manufacture ? This is what the question is reduced to-it is idle any longer to attempt to disguise the fact ; and although nothing can be further from the intention of the Clockmakers' Company, than to assume a tone of unbe­coming haste or positiveness ; yet they feel that in order to do their duty to themselves, and to save their Lordships any further doubt as to the real facts of the case, they should state plainly, that unless it be the desire of the Government to sacrifice both the Revenue  and the interest of the Home to the Foreign Manufacturer, immediate means should be taken to put an end to the illicit traffic complained of " I am, Sir, " Your most obedient humble Servant, (Signed) 
" To t!ie Ri'gltf Hon. Spri11g Rice, 

" Secreta1y to tl1e Treas1tr)', &c. , 0�c. , &-,c, 

" GEORGE ATK I NS, 

" Clerk to t/1e Co111_pa1:y. 



" GENTLEl\IEN, 
THE C LOCK. MAKERS' COMPANY. " Treasury Cltambers, " Jlfay 7, £834. " I  have laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury your further JVIernorial on the subject of the illegal importation of Foreign Clocks and ·watches. " In reply I am directed by their Lordships to inform you, that they do not consider that either of the suggestions submitted by you would be attended with any beneficial results, even if it were possible to carry them into practice ; and it does not appear to my Lords that any further measures can be adopted for the prevention of smuggling in Clocks and Watches. " I am, Gentlemen, " Your obedient Servant, "J1fr. G. Atkins and Ot!1ers, (Signed) " J. STEWART. " H1atcl1 and Clockma/.:ers, Cowper's-court, Corn/al!. 

" (COPY, No. 4. ) " Sevent!t Artz"cle of t!te Ordonnance of tlte King of tlte Frenc!t, "publis!ted in Paris on tile 4!/1 inst. " HoRLOGERrn.-Montres d'or 6 per 100 de la valeur : montres d'argent 1 9  per roo de la valeur. Mouvements de toutes sortes, sans boitiers, r o per r oo de la valeur. " L'importation en sera permise par l es seuls bureaux ouverts au transit de rnarchandises prohibees. Les montres ainsi introduites seront dirigees par acquit a caution, et sous le plomb des douanes, sur l'un des cinq bureaux de garantie de Paris, Lyon, Besanc;on, Montbeliard, et Lons-le-Saulnier, pour y etre essayf:es et marquees et y acquitter le droit de garantie. 
" TRANSLATlON OF  THE AD0VE. " WATCI-HVORK.-Gold Watches to pay six per cent. ad valorem duty, Silver ·watches ten per cent., movements of every description, not in cases, ten per cent. " Importation will only be permitted through the bureaux for prohibited goods. Watches thus introduced shall be forwarded, under bond, and under the seal of the Customs, to one of the five examining establishments at Paris, Lyons, Besanc;on, Montbeliard, or Lons-le-Saulnier, there to be examined ,and marked, and the duty paid." 

On the 6th of February, 1 8 3 7, the Court of Assistants 
again approached the Board of Trade with a complaint as to 
the stil l  i ncreasing i l l ic it importation of Foreign Clocks and 
vVatches which, whilst continu ing to cause great i njury to the 
Revenue, was also destroying the E nglish Manufacture. 



3 2 0 TUE CLOCJOI AKER:;' COill P,\I\"Y .  

Their M emorial recapitulates the practical remedies for this 
state _of things which they had so freque!1tly urged on former 
occasions, unfortunately to no purpose, viz. :-1 st.-lVIarking the Watches as in France. 2nd.-Rendering all unmarked Watches exposed for sale liable to seizure. yd.-Obliging the Dealers in them to take out an Annual Licence, as Dealers in a variety of other imported articles were obliged to do. 

The Memorial then proceeds to suggest two other remedial 
measures, for both of  which i t  is  urged abundant precedents 
exist, viz. :-. rst.-A new enactment for regulating the conditions under which Foreign Clocks and Watches should be allowed to be imported. 2nd.-To place the Customs Officers on the same footing with regard to the seizure of Watches and Clocks as they were with regard to the seizure of Silks, viz., to give them the benefit of the seizures to the full extent of their value instead of one half only as was then the case. 
And in support of the suggestions, advances the following 
arguments :-" From the very loose wording of so much of the last Act ( viz. 3rd and 4th ·william 4, Cap. 5 2 , Sec. 5 8),  for regulating the duties on imports and exports as relates to the importation of Clocks and Watches, those Articles are now allowed to be entered for the payment of duty with the name of the maker and the place where made merely painted on them, a former Act (4th George 4, Cap. 24, Sec. 8 r )  required them to be engraved ; the consequence resulting from Clocks and Watches being imported with the names, &c., only painted on them is that these names are subsequently taken out and English names and places substituted, and they are then sold as articles of English manufacture. " An individual of the name of Vieyres, residing · at No. 40 Pall Mal l ,  has sold a number of Foreign Watches with his name and address in full upon them, the cases of which were also Foreign. The same fraud is also practised in Clocks, the name, real or fictitious of the maker and his place of abode being painted on the back of the clock and the dial, and having passed the Custom House are then taken off without diffir:ulty or injury to the work by Alcohol, and any other name that may be required substituted in their place. Mr. Thomas Cox Savory, of 47  Cornhill, in his innumerable daily advertiz_ernents advertizes Clocks, and among others Clocks to strike the hour and half hour, at Five Guineas each. " From the wording of the advertizement any person not alive to the imposition would suppose that these Clocks were made by Mr. Thomas Cox Savory, and consequently that they were English. The fact is otherwise, they have it is true his name and ' London ' on them, but every part is foreign. 



TH E CLOCKMAKEl,S' COMPANY .  " Very recently the late lviaster and one of  the Niemuers of  the Court ?f Assistants, at the request of some of the Officers of H. IVI. Customs, mspected sundry Clocks and Watches at the Custom House that had been detained for further examination in consequence of the names beina only painted on them. The Clocks were precisely similar to those sJd by �r. Thomas Cox Savory with foreign names painted on the back plates and dials. In the presence of the Officers of the Customs the names were removed from one of the Clocks by the application of Spirits of Wine without injury to any part of the work. The names on the ·watches were affixed to l ittle metal slips dovetailed into the work which could easily be removed, and other slips bearing different names substituted in their stead. " The whole matter was got up with a fraudulent intent to deceive the unwary and ignorant, for the Balances of some of the Watches shown to the Master and Assistants were made to resemble Chronometer Balances, but in point of fact were not such, and could not be converted into Chronometer Balances at all. These Watches were large, of the shape and appearance of English Watches, and evidently brought into this Country to be re-exported, and it is  more than probable  they were re-exported  with an English name and ' London ' upon them. " A  great number of other persons might be named who notoriously sell foreign Clocks and Watches with their own names and ' London ' engraved upon them, but it was thought sufficient to name only two, and the ungracious task of particularizing persons by name would not even now be resorted to, but for the purpose of meeting by anticipation a direct denial of the facts. " In reference to the condition in which foreign Clocks and Watches should be allowed to be entered for payment of duties, the Master, 'VVardens, and Court of Assistants beg to propose to your Lordships that the following Clause (being very similar to 4 Geo. I V., Cap. 24, Sec. 8 r) should be forthwith substituted for the one now in force. ' And be it further enacted, That no Watch of Foreign Manufacture shall be imported or warehoused under the provisions of this Act, upon the Case. or Cases of which any mark or stamp shall be impressed, which shall be similar to, or shall purport to be, or shall be intended to represent any mark or stamp of the Goldsmiths' Company of London, or any other legal British assay marks or stamps, and that no Clock or 'Natch of Foreign Manufacture shall be so imported or Warehoused, upon the Face or upon any part of which the word ' London,' or the name of any other Town or place of the United Kingdom shall be engraven or painted, or shall in any way appear so as to purport or give colour that such Clock or ·watch is of the manufacture of the United Kingdom, and that no Clock or ·watch of Foreign Manufacture shall be so imported or warehoused unless a distinguishing number and the name or names of some person and place shall be permanently and visibly en6raved, and shall appear distinctly upon the frame or plate of such Clock or Watch, purporting to be the name or names and place of abode of the person or persons by whom such Clock or Watch was made ; and also upon the face or Dial of such Clock or Watch, but, if made of Enamel or Glass, the name and place shall be  thereon visibly painted , and the painting burnt in, and that no Clock or \!Vatch of Foreign Manufacture shall be imported or warehoused under this Act in an incomplete state, that is to say, not having the movement, with  all its component parts, finished and properly fixed and secured in its case, on pain of forfeiture. of such Clock or 'Natch.' " 



T H E  CLOClG\I AKERS °  C0711 Pr\l'ff. " I  now proceed to the second regulation to which the Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants wish to call your Lordships' attention, viz. , to place the Officers of the Customs on the same footing in reference to seizures made of C locks and ·watches, as they are with regard to seizures of Silks. In the case of Silks the Officers have the full benefit of the proceeds of the seized property. In the case of Clocks and Watches they have only the ordinary portion of the produce of the seizure. This boon was conceded to the British Silk Manufacturer some time since, and has been attended ,rith the greatest advantage to them and to the Revenue :-Clocks and \•Vatches, but more particularly ·watches ::ire ::irticles that are very e::isily smuggled ::ind much vigilance i s  requisite to detect the operations of the Smugglers, moreover they are Articles that ::ire easily damaged ::ind produce but little \\·hen sold at the different Custom house sales. These circumstances render it more necessary that the inducement to exertion on the part of the Officers should be made as great as possible." " There is no brnnch of lVIanufacture that requires legislative support more than that of Clocks and Watches, particularly the latter ; the foreign YVatches are made almost without exception in S,ritzerland, and the difference in the cost of pro<luction bet,reen that Country and England is so great that it is impossible for the English lVIanufacturer to enter into competition \\'ith the Swiss Manufactu:·er, for even in France where the value of labour is less than in England, the 'Natch l VIanufacturer has been ruined by the cheaper Swiss \Vatches. This is a fact that has been long knO\rn to the :Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of the Comp::iny of Clockmakers, but which hr, s never been so publ icly stated as it is in Dr. Browning's Report on the Commerce and lVIanufactures of Switzerland, presented to both Houses of Parliament in the last Session by command of His Majesty, wherein it is mentioned at Page 34 that (recently) ' not ten Watches are made in Paris in one year.' Surely it is necessary to preserve the British ]Vlanufacturer from a similar fate." 
O n  the 6th of March following, an answer was read from 

the Board of Trade, elated 2 3rd February, i ntimating that they 
could not undertake to recommend to Parliament the enact­
ment of any more restrictive or severe law than was then 111 
force. 

On the 2 2nd N ovember, 1 84 1 ,  the Court agreed to a 
Memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, in ·wh ich reference is  
made to the h istory of their numerous previous communica­
tions with the Government already set out in  these pages. 
All that is material in this document is  contained in the fol­
lowing Extracts therefrom, v iz. :-" The l\faster, Wardens, and Court of Assistants had considered the matter set entirely at rest, by Mr . J. Stewart's Letter of the 7th of May, 1 834, and that al l  further application to 1-:1 er Majesty's Government on the subject would be perfectly useless ; they have however been induced to alter that opinion, in consequence of the Appointment of a Commission to enqu ire into abuses in the collection of the ' Revenue,' and of certain Proceedings that 
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COMP.AN \' . took place in reference to a seizure of Foreign vVatches, to a very considerable amount (the property of lVI .  Moulinie, of Geneva), that took place last spring, and which, after a motion for a new trial in the Court of Exchequer, has very recently ended in the condemnation of the Goods seized. Another circum­stance has also caused the Master, ·vvardens, and Court to adopt the present course of proceedings. It would seem by an Official Letter, addressed to one of the lVIembers of the Court, who had been subpcenaed to give evidence on the part of the Crown, on the trial above alluded to, by the Solicitor to the Customs, of which a copy accompanies this Memorial, that in the present state of the law no seizure can be made of Foreign Clocks and \\latches, though they should, from the circumstance of their not carrying the name of a maker, as directed by the Act of Parliament, be known not to have paid the D uty, unless seized in tra11situ ; or, as in the case of lVIoulinie, seized in the possession of the original Importer or Smuggler. " One of the objects of the present lVIemorial is to call the attention of the Lords of the Treasury to the above fact of the defect in the legal enact­ments, for the protection of the Revenue and the Trade, trusting that, at the first convenient opportunity, the Law will be amended so as to render it as effective as the importance of the subject deserves. The subject brought before the consideration of thei r  Lordships, is divided into two heads-1st. The Collection of the Revenue ; and, 2nd. The Protection of the Horne lVIanufacture. Both these considerations have been so repeatedly urged upon the not ice of Her Majesty's Government, that the Master, Wardens, and Court have considered that the best mode of attaining the desired object would be to forward to their Lordships a printed Copy of all the proceedings that have taken place between Her Majesty's Government and the Company, from the 2 7th of February, 1 787, to the present t ime, embracing a period of upwards of half a century ; and to refer to such parts of the same as appear to be most important in reference to the present state of things. " It appears that the Duty upon Foreign Clocks and Vlatches has varied from 7 5 to 25 ,  the present duty, per cent. ad valorem. Such a Duty, if effectually collected, would have proved very productive to the Revenue ; the contrary i s  well known to be the case. Indeed the fact is put beyond a doubt, by the return of the amount of Duty paid upon Watches imported during the four years ending with 1 83 2 , as shewn by an Official Return, made by order of the House of Commons, upon the motion of Mr. Ewart, and ordered to be printed the 5 th of July, 1 8 33 ; and there is every reason to believe that the duty has not been more productive since. " The following is a copy of the Return :-1 82 cJ. 1 830. Value of Foreign 1 £. s. d. £. s. d. Watches entered ) 3043 5 o 2 3 99  Value o f  Foreign ) Watches exported l on which Draw- ( back was paid . ; 0 

0 

0 0 

I 83 I. £. s. d. 2688 0 

1 83 2 .  £. s .  d. 2295 4 0 

2088 0 

2 04 1 0  0 1 2 1  0 I 79 0 20C) T C)  0 Shewing a total balance of the  value  of the Watches im-portccl for home con­sumption of 7 1 4/. r 2s. , upon which a Duty of 1 78!. r 3s. was paid, givi ng an averag� of 44/. 1 3s. 3d. for the amount of Duty paid in each of the four years. 



T H E  CLOCK J\lAKERS' CUJ\IPANY. ' '  The following may be quoted, as one of a great many facts that might be offered in proof of the correctness of the assertion that very few of the ·watches brought into the country pay Duty. There were recently exposed for sale in one shop window in the Strand, 24 dozen or 2 8 8  Gold Foreign 'Natches, and as many Silver. Taking the average value of the Gold at 7/. each, and of the Silver at 2/. r os. each, as the import value ,  which is consider­ably less than their real value, the total amount will be 2 7 36!. , on which the amount of Duty that ought to have been paid is 684/., being only 30/. r 2s. less than the total amount of Duty paid in the four years, 1 8 29 ,  1 830, 1 8 3 1 ,  and 1832 .  " The great increase in  the illicit Importation of  Watches has been since the Peace in 1 8 1 5. The value of the Watches brought into these realms, by dealers and private individuals, since that period does not average at the lowest computation, less than 200,000!. annually, upon which the amount of Duty, at 25 per cent. would have been 50 ,000/. annually. Twenty-six years have elapsed since the Peace, consequently, supposing the above calculation to be correct, which, from the data on which it is founded, there is good reason to believe it is, the total amount of Duty received would have been the very large sum of 1 , 300,000/. This calculation agrees very nearly with a similar one made in the year r 833. In a Iviemorial addressed to the Lords of the Treasury, dated the 7th of May, of that year, the value of the ·watches imported, in the four years ending 1 8 3 2 , was estimated at 730,000!., averaging 1 8 2 , 500/. each year. It may be said, in reply to this statement, that if the Duty had been rigidly enforced, the number of \Vatches imported would have been less. Suppose, for argument's sake, \\latches to the amount of only half the value ; namely, r oo ,ooo/. a year to have been imported ; in that case the amount of D uty received would have been 2 5,000!. a year, or 65 0,000!. in the 26 years since 1 8 1 5. Whereas the total amount of the Duty received in 2 6  years, taking for data the average of the Duty paid in the years 1 8 2 9, 1 830,  1 8 3 1 ,  and 1 83 2 ,  which is 44l. 13s. 3d. a year, as she,rn by the Return printed by the order of the House of Commons before-mentioned, will be only u 64l. 4s. 6d. shewing a loss to the Revenue of 648, 838/. 1 5s. 6d. If the correctness of this statement is doubted, tbe exact amount of the Duty paid on \Vatches imported since the Peace can, it is presumed, very easily be ascertained by reference to the Board of Customs, which wil l  shew whether or not the average amount of Duty paid has increased since 1 83 2 .  " The great loss sustained by the Revenue had been fully brought under the notice of His late Majesty's Government, on several occasions. " The second consideration to which the Master, \Vardens, and Court of Assistants are anxious to call your Lordships' attention, is the situation of the Horne Manufacture. So much has been said in the former communications from the Court to Her Iviajesty's Government on this subject, that the ]\faster, Wardens, and Court abstain from doing more than to refer your Lordships to the same. " The suffering Foreign Watches to be bonded for exportation without payment of Duty, has proved extremely injurious to the British Manufacture. This most perfectly non-reciprocal measure was introduced in 1 8 2 2  by the Right Hon. Mr. \Vallace ; a measure that in the case of bulky goods might be useful as the means of employing British Shipping, but in the case of such small articles as Watches utterly useless, but to promote the interests of the Foreign Manufacturer to the prejudice of the English Manufacturer. In 



THE CLOCKi\lAKl�Rs' cm.l l'AN \'.  order to obviate, as far as  , 1  as  practicable, the evil consequences that it \\'as foreseen would result from this, so far as the \Vatch Manufacture was concerned, most mischievous measure, it was proposed to l\lr. Wallace to introduce certain Conditions or Regulations, four in number, into the Warehousing · Bill before Parliament, for the protection of the British Manufacture, a Copy of which was sent to that gentleman . By much the most important of the four, of which notice will be taken hereafter, was declared by J\ifr. ·wallace to be inadmissible ;  the others were adopted. The original 'vVarehousing Bil l ,  your Lordships' Memorialists believe, was subse­quently repealed, and embodied in the General Customs Bill since passed. Owing to the ambiguous mode in which the Clause in  the Act i s  worded, it has not afforded the protection required ; and the permission granted by the Legislature to Bond Watches for exportation without payment of Duty, has proved most ruinous to the British Manufacturer, and opened a wide door to frauds and deceptions of various kinds . " The Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants, will now as briefly as possible allude to the measures which have been repeatedly urged upon the notice of Her Majesty's Government ; and which, bad they been adopted, they think they may confidently venture to assert would have secured the clue ccllection of the Revenue, and the protection of the British Manufacture. The principal of these, and the only one that will at present be urged af any length, is marking the Watches when the Duty is paid. The immense advantage that would attend this measure is this ; that, as in  the case of Gold and Silver Plate, so long as the article i s  in  existence it  carries on itself the proof of having paid the Duty. This plan of marking was proposed to the Lords of the Committee of Trade so long since as February 2 2 nd, 1 7 87.  I n  a Memorial of that elate, addressed t o  the latter, such a measure i s  very expressly recommended. In this Memorial the Company claims the right of marking the Watches by virtue of their Charter. But that in  no way affects the general merits of the case, and the claim has not been pressed since. The same measure was again urged upon the Right Honourable Nicholas Vansittart, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in a Memorandum fonrnrclecl to him December 2 1 st, 1 8 1 5 ,  as follows. ' 5 th. All Foreign Clocks and Watches to have a mark permanently imprinted on some part of the rnovei11ent or cases, by the Officers of the Customs, when the Duty is paid.' Again, i n  1 8 2 3, a t  the period o f  the passing o f  the Warehousing Bill, i n  which the permission to Bond Watches was incluclecl, a Committee was appointed to communicate ,vith the Right Honourable Mr. 'Nal lace on the subject, when it was resolved, as Mr. VVal lace was determined not to omit Clocks and Watches i n  bis proposed Warehousing Bill, to endeavour to obtain certain Clauses to render the Measure as little mischievous as possib le ; and a :tviernoran ! u m  was sent him, of which the following was the first Clause, ' That all Foreign Clocks and \Vatches admitted to entry, should have a clistir,guishing mark impressed upon them before going out of the King's Warehouse.' This proposi tion, without stating any reason for omitting to adopt it, Mr. Wallace declared was inadmissible. The marking was again pressed upon the notice of the Lords of the Treasury, in a Memorial addressed to their Lordships, elated February 8th, 1 83 2 ,  as follows, ' 2 nd. That the Collection of the Duty be rigidly enforced ; for which purpose al l  Foreian Clocks and Watches to be marked when th e Duty is paid : the mark to be°the proof of the Duty having been paid .  That the said marking be done at the Custom House, by an Officer appointed by the Commissioners of His Majesty's Customs.' 
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" The marking was again brought to their Lordships' notice, by implica­
tion, in a Memorial addressed to the Lords of the Treasury, dated 7 th May, 
1 833 ,  as follows. ' r st .  That the Collection of the Duty upon all Foreign 
Clocks and ·watches brought into these Realms, be enforced with the same 
exactness as is  done in the case of various other articles ; and in such a 
manner that those that have paid the Duty can be easily distinguished from 
those that have not. ' 

" No reason was ever directly given why the marking the Clocks and 
Watches was objectionable, or should not be adopted. Nlr. 'v\Tallace con­
tented himself with saying the proposition was inadmissible, without assigning 
any reason whatever. In  a Letter from the Right Honourable Spring Rice, 
dated Treasury Chambers, 7th June, 1 833,  addressed to the Clerk of the 
Company, in  reference to the proposed marking, that Gentleman makes the 
following remark,-' The facility of counterfeiting the proposed marks would 
be a bar to a compliance with this suggestion.' The short Ans,rer to this 
objection is, that a considerable revenue is derived from a duty imposed 
upon all manufactured Gold and Silver Plate, which is entirely realized and 
collected by marking the plate ; and that the marks and stamps impressed on 
the plate have very rarely been attempted to be counterfeited. The :tviaster, 
\Vardens, and Court are, however, aware that it has been privately stated that 
such delicate articles as Watches could not be marked without, to a certain 
degree, damaging the same. That this is  quite a fallacy is proved by the 
fact, that all the Foreign Watches imported into France have, for some time 
past, been marked on the case of the \Vatch, without injury or detriment to 
the Watch in any respect. The Master, Wardens, and Court abstain from 
entering into any detail how the marking i s  effected, contenting themselves 
with confidently asserting that whatever results can be produced by mechan­
ical skill and dexterity in  France, the same can most certainly be done in 
England. The marking Foreign Watches was, your I viemorialists believe, 
commenced in · France some t ime in 1 833 or 1 834, and lias been found to 
work extremely well. I t  is worthy of notice, that in France the Government 
mark on the Foreign Watches imported certifies not 01�ly that the import 
duty has been paid on the Watch, but also that the gold of which the case is 
made, i s  of the quality of 18 carats. For this purpose each case is  assayed, 
which is a nice and difficult operation, much more so than mere marking, 
but still it is  done, and most rigidly ; but without the least injury to the 
Watch or its Case. 

" All that the Master, Wardens, and Court ask of your Lordships is, 
that the mark should be the voucher of the import duty having been paid, 
without reference to the quality of the gold of which the case is  made. The 
subject of marking the Watches, as practised in France, has recently been 
entered into very much in detai l, in a Correspondence between Tvlr. Ross, 
Surveyor-General of the Customs, and the l\tfember of the Court before 
alluded to, in  which the mode of assaying and marking the Watches, and 
levying the duty, as practised in  France, is  fully explained. It  i s  presumed 
your Lordships can, as a matter of course, have access to this Corres­
pondence ; but if your Lordships prefer it, the papers being in the possession 
of the Clerk of tl1e Company, a copy of the same shall be furnished. 

" Several minor regulations might be offered to the consideration of your 
Lordships, that would greatly tend to ensure the due collection of the 
Revenue, and at _ the same t ime protect the Home Manufacture. One of 
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these would be t o  require al l dealers in  Foreign Watches to take out an 
annual l icence, (English Y\Tatchmakers are obliged to take out a l icence in  
the shape of a Plate licence, at the annual cost of 2/. 6s. ::it the  l east,) but 
the Master, ·wardens, and Court decline noticing them further at present. 
The result of the experience of upwards of 50 years, sufficiently proves the 
total useles_sness of all Custom-House regulations unaccomp::inied by marking, 
and for this reason they will not propose any f urther measure, unti l  made 
acquainted with your Lordships' determination, on the subject of marking ::ill 
Clocks and ·watches imported. 

" Should your Lordships ,  on  mature consideration, determine to adopt 
a measure that has been found to answer the desired purpose in France, they 
wi l l  request the favour of  an in terview for two or three Members of  the Court 
with the Right Honourable the Chancellor of  the Exchequer. Should your 
Lordships,  on the other hand, decl ine to adopt the measure, the :rviaster, 
V\Tardens, and Court, will not trouble you further on the subject, persu::ided 
that so doing would be only needlessly to  occupy your Lordships' most 
valuable t ime, to produce no beneficial resul t . 

" The Master, 1Vardens, and Court, wil l  now mention a circumstance 
connected with  the i l l ic i t  importat ion of Foreign Vlatches, that they consider 
deserving of your Lordsh ips' not ice. In  a Memorial addressed to the Lords 
of  the Treasury, dated February 1 83 2 , it i s  stated, that the Foreign Manu­
facturers had it i n  contemplation to remove their principal establishments 
from Paris to London. This has come to pass, and London is now the head 
quarters of  a'll the principal Foreign Watch Manufacturers : and there i s  no 
descript ion of Foreign Watch that, i f  wanted, cannot be  immediately procured 
in th is  C i ty. A further inducement \\· i th  the Foreign Watch Manufacturer to 
prefer London to Paris i s  to be found in  the following circumstance-That the 
Cases of  all Gold Watches imported into France, must ,  as before-mentioned, 
be made of  Gold of  the value of r 8 carats, otherwise they are l iable  to be 
seized, and the parties in whose possession they are found severely punished.  
Such i s  not the case w i th  the Foreign I mporter here. But the Engl ish 
Watchmakers are by law compelled to make the cases of their Gold \\latches 
of  r8 carat Gold. The Act of  Parl iament not applying to Foreign YVatches, 
the  cases of  a great many of the Gold Watches brought into these realms are 
made of  Gold of r 6 carats only ; and your Mernorialists ;i.re credibly in­
formed that i t  is in  contemplat ion to send over Watches in  cases of  the 
qual i ty of only 1 4  carats. The making the Watches in  cases of  such inferior  
Go ld  i s  a great pecun iary advantage, though no t  very creditable, i n  a moral 
point of  view, t o  the Foreign lVIanufacturer, for the whole of  these 1Vatches 
are sold as though the cases were of  r 8 c::irat Gold. Th is is a fraud that 
could not be practised i n  France. 

" With regard to the Foreign Clocks, the Master, Wardens, and Court, 
are of  opinion, the article being more bulky, and comparatively o f  much 
less vah:e than Watches, that the duty is more generally collected than it i s  
upon 1Vatches, with t h e  except ion of Clocks of  a part icular description called 
Balance or Carriage Clocks, o f  which great numbers are smuggled into 
the country, particularly at the d ifferent watering places on the coast ; 
but that, nevertheless, from the very loose manner in which the Customs Act 
i s  worded, many frauds are practised which might easily be prevented. For 
example, the name of the maker and place where made, required by the Act 
to be shewn on the dial , in the place of being indented by stamping, or cut 



T H E  CLOCK iVIAK ERS' C0:'11 PANY.  into the dial by  engraving, in the case of metal dials, or  burnt in  in  the c::ise of enamel dials, as is customary in English Clocks, is merely painted, and can be removed by the application of alcohol, without difficulty, or injury to the appearance of the dial. This experiment has been made with complete suc­cess in the King's ·warehouse at the Custom House. In the case of a great many of these Clocks, before they are exposed for sale, the painted name is removed, and an English name and ' London ' substituted in its pbce ; they are then sold as English Clocks. As these articles are almost always of very inferior quality, this fraud is extremely prejudicial to the character of the British :Man ufacture as well as to the interests of the Ivfanufacturer. In conclusion, the l\faster, ·wardens, and Court of Assistants of the Company of Clock Makers of the City of London, ?ery respectfully beg the favour of your Lordships, to take the subject of the present depressed state of the Manufacture of Clocks and Watches in this Country into your most serious consideratton, in reference to the injury the trade sustains by the illicit importation of Foreign Clocks and \Vatches." 
To this Memorial an answer was received in a Letter from 

the Treasury, dated the 29th January, r 842 ,  to the effect that, 
after consultation with the Board of Trade, the Treasury, 
whi lst regretting the exist ing evils under which the Trade 
was stated to labour, were of opinion that they would not be 
removed by the stamping of Foreign \i\Tatches, which would ,  
moreover, be attended with serious inconvenience. They 
further intimated that Vendors of Foreign or Home-made 
Gold or S ilver Watches were equally l iable to the usual plate 
l icence duty ; that prosecutions had been equally i nstituted 
against both classes, and that there ·was no reason to think that 
the duty was not as regularly paid by one as by the other. 

This reply provoked a rejo i nder from the Company i n  
the shape o f  a fresh Memorial, i n  which they reminded the 
Treasury that whilst the Revenue lost to the extent of from 
£20,000 to £25 ,000 per annum :-" The only persons who benefi t  from the present state of things are the Swiss Manufacturers and the Smugglers, for it is well to bear . in mind that every (so called) French Watch smuggled into this country is made i n  Switzerland, the only country in Europe the inhabitants o f  which pay neither rates nor taxes, and with whom it is, therefore, impossible for the English Manufacturer to compete. It is further to be observed, and this is very important, that not anything new is asked of their Lordships, the prayer of the Company's Memorial of the 9 th December last being merely that the existing Law should be put i11 force, and not suffered to become a dead letter for the benefi t  of Foreigners and Contrabandists. " Having thus shown the importance of the subjects the Master, \Vardens, and Court of Assistants have with much reluctance resolved again to address 



T[ fE C LOCK. M A K ERS'  CO� [ P1\N\'. your Lordships, being persuaded that the ' serious incom·enience,' which you s tated in your answer of the 2 9th January would result from ' stamping Foreign Watches,' must be the result of some misconception as to the difficulties attendant upon the marking, or mis-information derived from parties who have a personal interest in perpetuating a state of things equally ruinous to the revenue and to the individual., engaged in the manufacture of Clocks and Watches in this Country. " As the best and most convincing pruof that can be offered to your Lordships, that the Cases of the Swiss 'Watches are marked in France without injuring them, the Master, ·wardens, and Court of Assistants have fonrarded to your Lordships the Gold Case of a Swiss ,Vatch, particularly l ight and delicate, weighing only 9 dwts. , which has been marked in · France on the front of the pendant ; the mark, which is e:-;trernely distinct and visible, not­withstanding the "\Vatch has been made and in use many years, is a YOucher that the Gold  is of the quality of J 8  carats, and that the Watch has paid the import duty into France ; that the case has not sustained any injury from the marking is perfectly clear. This case is of no value but as bul l ion, and is quite at your Lordships' service as long as you choose to keep it. It may be asserted as an objection to stamping, that the marks may be counterfeited, but so may the marks impressed on the Gold and S i lver plate at Goldsmiths' Hall when the duty is paid, as a proof that i t  has been paid ; yet this is the only  security for the col lection of that branch of the Revenue, as inst:mces are very rare of the marks having been attempted to be forged. " The .Master, ,Vardens, and Court, from motives of delicacy, abstain from offering any opinion how the marking should be effected. Their Lord­ships wil l  find no difficulty in obtaining information on this subject, and they will ventu re to name one individual, Mr. Holtzapffel ,  the well-known maker of machines of every description, who from his knO\rledge of the subject is peculiarly qualified to afford their Lordships the best information. I n  the present state of the relations between this country and France, there would probably be no d ifficulty in obtaining permission for an indiv idual sent by the Government to see how the stamping  is effected in that country. This would remove all practical objections, because no individual, however inter­ested in perpetuating the present state of things, w i l l  venture to assert that Watches cannot be equal ly we l l  marked in England as in France. The Master, ,Vardens, and Court are sorry to observe that your Lordships have not taken any notice of that part of the ir  :rviemorial ,rhich related to certain abuses in reference to the importation of Foreign Clocks. " The Master, Wardens, and Court regret that they did not express the ir  meaning more distinctly in their :Memorial of the 9th December on the subject of Licences. \Vh::i.t they stated was not in reference to the Plate Licence as applied to Foreign Watches ; their intention was to suggest that ::t separate l i cence should be taken by all persons dea ling in Foreign Clocks and ·watches for permission so to do, without reference lo any other licence. A licence of £2 a year would produce a revenue of not l ess than £ 1 0,000. " There arc abundant authorit ies for such proceeding. The case of an Auctioneer is particu larly in point .  An Auctioneer in ::i.n extensive l ine of business, independent of an annual l icence of £ 5 5s., is obliged to take out additional licences to the amount altogether of £3.5 4s. For the detai ls of these licences your Lordships are referred to a letter to, and ans11 er from, a Firm of the first respectability, copies of which accompany this 1VI emorial. 



3 3o T I IE C LOCJOTA l'" ERS' CO;\IPAN\· .  " In conclusion, the Master, ·wardens, and Court of Assistants of the Company of Clockmakers of the City of London would feel very much obliged if  the Right Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Vice­President of the Board of Trade, would have the goodness to grant an interview to two or three members of the Court, as they cannot help being convinced that such a proceeding would, by mutual explanation, remove the difficulties that at present exist, to the adopting the same mode of dis­tinguishing the Clocks and ·watches that have paid the import duty from those that have not, as is practised in France. " 
This last Memorial only rece ived the courtesy of an 

acknowledgment at the hands of  the Government, and the 
return of the Gold \i\Tatch Case with which i t  was accom­
panied. 

I n  J uly, 1 843 ,  a Bill was before Parl iament, entitled " A  
Bil l  to amend the laws relating to the Customs," which, by 
Clause 10, proposed to repeal the restrictions and proh ibitions 
which had been made i n  accordance ·with the Act, 3 rd and 4th 
Will iam IV ,  cap. I i i ,  sec. 5 8 ,  relating to the importation of  
Foreign \Natches and  Clocks ; and  the  Company agreed to  a 
Petition to Parliament against such Clause, which they asserted 
would be absolutely fatal to the English manufacturer. They, 
moreover, on the 2 nd August, presented a Memorial to the 
Treasury on the subject, and urged them to withdraw the 
Clause from the B i ll, which, they alleged, i f  passed, ·would 
enable u nprincipled ind ividuals to import articles i n  parts 
at different periods, and in different places, incomplete and 
consequently of l i ttle value, the amount of duty being pro­
portionately small ; a trick of a s imilar character having been 
played ·with gloves, by importing separately parcels of right 
and left-hand gloves. They contended that the Clause would 
utterly  destroy the very smal l  amount of protection afforded 
to the British manufacturer who had suffered by the then 
recent reduction of duty on Foreign \i\Tatches, ·which re­
duction the President of the Board of Trade had admitted 
in the H ouse of Commons had proved a failure so far as 
preventing smuggling was concerned. 

The Memorial concludes as follows : -" It may not be amiss to notice that all English Clocks and Watches, entered for exportation, must carry the name and place of abode of the :rviaker on the frame and on the dial . In point of fact the Law is more indulgent to the Foreign than to the English Manufacturer. The justice of such a proceeding it is difficul t  to understand. 



T H E  C LOCK MAK ERS' COi\CPANY.  " The lVIaste�-, Wardens, and Court of  �ssista1:its consider they have good reason to complam of the little courtesy with which they have been treated by your Lordships. The first intimation that a measure of such great in­terest to the Trade was in progress came from the :Member for Finsbu ry. During the long period the Right Hon. William Pitt was in office a com­munication wa·s regularly made to the lVIaster, \Vardens, and Court of Assistants, generally through the medium of the Secretary to the Treasury, whenever he had it in contemplation to make any alteration in the Laws relating to C locks and Watches. During this period some very important measures were brought before Parliament, among others the Tax on Wearers of \Vatches, and the alteration of the Standard of the Gold of which the Watch Cases were made. " In conclusion, the Master, \\1ardens, and Court of Assistants of the Company of Clock.makers of the City of London, very respectfully beg the favour of your Lordships to take this subject into your most serious con­sideration, not doubt.ing but you will see the necessity that exists for continu­ing the Law as it now stands, and that you will direct Clause No. ro to be withdrawn from the Bill, now in progress through Parliament, to amend the Laws relating to the Customs." 
On consideration of this Bill by the H ouse of Commons 

in  Committee, on  the 5 th August, Clause r o, to which the 
Company had thus objected, was thrown out. 

I n  J anuary, 1 849, the attention of the Court was directed 
to the fact, that a number of Foreign "\iVatches in Metal Cases 
in imitation of Gold, had been advertized for sale as " Gold 
Watches " in the Catalogue of the Custom H ouse Sale of the 
preceding Quarter, but had been subsequently withdrawn, 
and that they had been again catalogued in  the then forth­
coming Quarterly Sale as " "\iVatches " only, but with the 
prices on which the advances were to be made as h igh as 
Gold vVatches. 

It was thereupon determined to issue an Advertisement 
in  the Daily Newspapers, caution ing the publ ic ·with regard 
to them, seeing that they might be purchased by interested 
persons, who m ight avail themselves of the circumstance of  
the ir  very great resemblance to Gold "\iVatches. to sell them as 
such, and thereby defraud the public. 

On the 2 nd February, in the same year, the Court agreed 
to the following Memorial . by way of protest, to the Lords of  
the Treasury :-

" To tlte Rz//tt I-£071ourable tl1e .Lords Commissioners of I:ferJ1!fajesty's Treasur)' : 
" T!te Jl!femorial of t!te .ill[asler, H/ardeus, a11d Court of AssistaJ1ts, of t!1e 

Compan)' of Clock111akers of t/1e City of Lo11do11, 
" S H E\VETl·I, " That there were in  the spring of 1 848 imported into the Port of London, and en tered at the Custom House for Duty, but without the 2 
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customary distinction of Gold, Si lver, and Metal, a parcel of  Watches, in 
number about 330,  which were made at Lausanne, in the Canton de V aud, 
for the express purpose of defrauding the Revenue of thi"s Country. They 
are supposed to have been entered by a person call ing himself Piccard, as 
Agent for the Maker, an individual of the name Bonnet, notorious for the 
manufacture of Gold Cases of only 6 and 8 carat Gold, but mark'd pur­
porting to be 18 carat Gold. The Watches were mad� to resemble Guld 
Watches, but entered merely as Watches, that in the event of their being 
discovered to be not Gold, but Metal, they might not be l iable to seizure. 
They were valued at an extremely low price, supposing them to be G0ld, 
which they purported in appearance to be, but at very much above their value 
as Metal Watches which they really are. The Watches were seized for being 
under-valued under the supposition that they were Gold, and paid for with 
an addit ion of I o per cent .  ad va!orem, and the parties concerned openly 
boasted in Switzerland of the trick they had played the Custom House 
in London. The ·watches were brought forward at the November customary 
sale, and catalogued as ' Gold WatchP-s.' ·whi le on public view i t  was first 
discovered that the Vlatches were not Gold, but Ivieral, and in consequence 
they were withdr1,wn. At  the last sale (January 2 7 th) they were again 
brought forward, but this time they were merely designated in  the Catalogue 
as ' \1/atches. ' Now this same Catalogue contains no fewer than 769  
\1/atches, and, these excepted, t he  whole are accompanied by  t he  proper and 
customary description, of whether of  Gold or S i lver, w i th the prices at which they 
were put up and the advances to be made were quite as high as those of  many of 
the Gold Watches. The Watches should have been described as what they are, 
' Metal \1/atches,' and a proportionate price put upon them. The omission of 
the word ' Metal ' was repeated too -,- often to be a m istake of  the Printers, 
and no other construction can be put upon the omission but this, that i t  was 
for the same purpose it had been previously made by the Importer, which 
supposi t ion is confirmed by the prices put upon the Watches in the 
Catalogue.  

" It i s  perfectly true that a gross fraud was practised by the foreigner, 
and that the Revenue was defrauded to a considerable amount, but it will 
ever be a subject of regret that an attempt should have been made to recover 
the loss at the expense of  the public, by a similar mode of proceeding to 
that by which the loss was occasioned. 

" Your Memorialists beg to submit lo your Lordships that more caution 
should be used when \,Vatches are entered for Duty, to ascerta in 
whether they are bona fide Gold, S ilver, or l\.1etal. This description 
embraces all the "\,\latches made ; and that the same should be duly 
noticed in  the Catalogue of sale. There are one or two instances 
on  record of  Watches made in Steel and Platinum cases, but the 
number i s  so few that i t  i s  not necessary to notice them. In the 
year 1 848 no fewer than 2 , 6 1 8  Watches and 7 70 Clocks were sold 
at the Custom House sales. Now the selling these Watches in 
lots of  two each, and the Clocks s ingly, offers a convenience to 
privat e purchasers wh ich was not contemplated by the Legislature, 
and is very prejud icial to the English Manufacturer and Shopkeeper, 
who is compelled to take out an i\nnual Licence to carry on h i s  
trade. Formerly, to obviate th is  inconvenience, the Watches were 
sold in lots of ten and twelve each, and the Clocks in a s imilar 
manner. As the sales are at present conducted the Great Ware-



THE CLOCKi\IAKERS' COMPANY. 3 3 3  house a t  the Custom House i s  converted into a Government Bazaar in whi�h _there are quarterly sales of Clocks and Watches, and the Comrn1ss1oners of Customs into ordinary retail dealers. These two last, which are very serious inconveniences under which the Trade labours, are possibly of such a nature as can only be remedied by an Act of Parliament." 
O n  the 5 th of the same month, they adopted the 

following Petition to the House of Commons, which was 
presented on the 9th, and ordered to lie on the Table. 

" Tlte Humble Petition of t!te lvfaster, Tf/ardem, and Court of Assistants 
of tlze Art or J!f)stay of Clockmaking of t!te City of London, 

" SHEWETH-" That some time in 1 848, 3 2 6  Watches, merely designated as Watches,  b ut omitting the ordinary description of Gold, Si lver, or Metal, were entered for payment of Duty at the Custom House, London, and seized for being under-valued, and as i s  customary in these cases paid for with 10 per cent. 
ad valorem, in addition. At the j)eriodical Quarterly Sale at the Custom House in November last, these Watches were offered for sale as ' Gold \Vatches,' and catalogued as such, but upon a close examination were found to be IVIetal, and in consequence withdrawn, it being then discovered that a fraud had been practised u pon the Customs. At the Quarterly Sale, January 2 7th, however, these "V\Tatches were again brought forward, and entered in the Catalogue as Watches, but  without the distinguishing appel­lation of Gold, Si lver, or Metal, though at quite as high a price and subject to the same advances each bidding as Gold ·watches, thereby leaving the public to infer that they were in reality what they appeared to be, namely, Gold v,r atches. " The remaining Watches in the sale, 443 in number, were distinctly catalogued as Gold and Si lver Watches ; in like manner the former ought to have been d istinguished as Metal Watches. Their true character being detected at the sale, no b iddings were made, and they stil l remain in the Queen's Warehouse. " That with very few exceptions the whole of these Watches were lotted in pairs, and the Clocks singly, the Commissioners thereby departing from a rule generally observed with other merchandise of selling goods in bulk (the correctness of this assertion i s  shown by the printed catalogue), or, as regards ·watches, in parcels of not less than ro or 1 2, as was formerly the practice. The C lock and Watchmakers, therefore, complain of being made an exception to a general rule, and one which operates to their serious ,injury. " That in the year 1 848, no fewer than 2 , 730 Vlatches and 789 Clocks, totted as before described, were sold at the Custom-House sales, thereby converting the great warehouse into a bazaar, and the Commissioners of Customs into ordinary retail dealers in Clocks and Watches. " That the Chronometer is, next to the Compass, the most important instrument used in Navigation, and that, deprived of Chronometers, the War Navy of this Country would on Foreign service be very soon reduced to the 

7, 2 



334 THE C LOCK. MAKERS' COM PANY. same state Lord Anson describes the Squadron under his command to have been after doubling Cape Horn in the memorable expedition to attack the Spanish Settlements in the West Coast of South America. " The workmen employed upon Chronometers may be designated as the elite of the workmen, selected out of the great rna5s, and unless the manu­facture of Clocks and Watches is duly protected and the makers placed upon the footing of the most favored manufacturers, the nursery for workmen will be destroyed and ultimately the War Navy become dependent upon foreigners for Chronometers. It is especially deserving of notice, that the Chronometers that have performed the best, have hitherto invariably been made in England. " Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honorable  House will investigate the extent and the causes of the evils of which they complain, and will afford to your Petitioners such relief as to your Honorable House may seem meet." 
An answer, dated the 3 I st March following, was received 

from the Treasury to the Memorial to that body, to the effect 
that they saw no reason to depart from the existing Re­
gulations. 

On  30th January, I 8 5 2, it was agreed to present  a Petition 
to the House of Commons, and a Memorial to the Lords of the 
Treasury, directing their attention to the great inj ury l ikely to 
be done to the Trade by reason of the Treasury Minute to 
the Customs, on the subject of the z'mportation or e.xportatz'o�z 
of Foreign vVatches having counterfeit Brit ish names and 
places of abode thereon, which Petition and Memorial are as 
follow :- " To tlze Honorable tlze Commons of Great Britain and Ireland 

in Parliament assembled, ' '  Tlze Humble Pditz'on of tlze J11£aster, fVardms, and Fellows/zip of tlze A rt 
and J11ystery of Clockmaking of tl1e City of Loudon, 

" S HEWETH, " That in the 4th year of the reign of George 4, an Act was passed entitled an ' Act to make more effectual provision for permitting goods imported to be secured in Warehouses or other places without payment of duty on th"e first entry thereof, in which a clause was introduced specially to prevent Foreign Clocks and Watches made in imitation of British, and with British names and places of abode, from being warehoused and afterwards exported, and also by the 68th section of the 8 and 9 Victoria, Cap. 86,  they are still further prohibited from being admitted into this Country in transitu agreeable to the above-named Act. " Your Petitioners have seen with much concern that, notwithstanding the above Acts, condemning all ·watches imported into this Country with counterfeit British names and places of abode, the following letter has been addressed from the Lords of the Treasury to the Commissioners of Customs, whereby all Clocks and Watches in transitu, with counterfeit British 
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�ames and _ places of abode, are placed upon the same footing as Watches 
imported without a name, and allowed to be exported, v iz. :-

" GENTLEMEN, 
" I  have laid Lefore the Lords Commissioners of Her 

l'viajesty's Treasury your Reports on the subject of the admission of goods 
into this country z'n tmmdu, which are included i n  the List of Articles 
proh_ibited . by the . 63rd Section of the 8 & 9 Victoria, cap. 86, from being 
admitted mto th is country for home use, and I am directed by their 
Lordships to transmit to you a copy of a Report which they have received on 
th is subject from the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade .  
Upon a careful consideration of all the c ircumstances of the case my Lords 
are of opinion that some alteration may be made in  the regulations which at 
present govern your Officers when cases of this description arise. My Lords 
perceive that it has h i therto been the practice to allow the exportation of 
Foreign Watches brought to  th i s  country although not marked with the 
Foreign Maker's name,  &c. , as required by the  above-named Act, but  that 
Foreign vVatches having a Brit ish lVIaker's name attached to them have been 
seized when discovered and condemned as prohibited to be imported. ] t is  
their Lordships wish that the regulation which has been applied to \Vatches 
without the Foreign :Maker's name should be henceforth extended to Watches 
on which an English Maker's name i s  coun terfeited, it being understood that 
the search by your Officers of Foreign Goods in  Port, intended for tranship­
ment, i s  to be confined to the prevention of the introduction of contraband 
goods into this country, and that the regulation in question is not to be 
extended to Watches i n  Warehouse. 

" I  am, Gentlemen, 
" Your obedient Servant, 

" Th e  Commissioners of Customs. (Signed) " G. CoRNEWALL LEWIS. 
" Your Pet itioners submit that the facility thus afforded to dishonest 

foreigners, to impose upon the purchasers o f  \Vatches, imported as above 
described, is immoral in  principle and destructive to the character of the 
British manufacturer, for i t  must be recollected that the English name is 
assumed for the purpose of insuring a h igher pri<;:e for these ·watches than 
coul d  otherwise be obtained, the preference given to them in the market 
being the result  of their acknowledged superiority over the Foreign . This 
decept ion is sti l l  further assisted by the facility the warehousing affords for 
exporting them in Br i t ish ships. 

" Your Peti tioners i n  cal l ing the attention of your Honourable House 
to this important subject, desire to impress upon your Honourable House 
their firm conviction that the strongest necessi ty exists for condemning all 
\Vatches and C locks imported into this country with counterfe i t  British names 
and places of abode, in  accordance with the above recited Acts, whether 
intended for home consumption or to be bonded for exportation, as the only 
means of securing both the Engl ish maker and Foreign purchaser from the 
most gross and fraudulent  imposition. 

" Your Peti tioners therefore humbly pray that your Honourable House 
wi l l  take into consideration the  serious  evils arising to the Watch 
Trade of th is  country from the proposed adoption of the Treasury­
m inute above referred to, which will, i f  acted upon, speedily be 
converted into a measure for the encouragement of every species 
of fraud and deception. 

" And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c. 



3 36 TH E CLOCK.MAKERS' COM PANY. '' To tl1e Right .Eionorable tl,e Lords Commissioners of Her Jlfajesty's Treasury. " Tlze 1J£e111orial of t/1e 1)£astcr, f1Vardens, and Court of Assistants of t/1c Company of Clockmakers of t/1e City of Londoil, 
" S 1-I EWETH-

" That your Mernorialists have seen with much concern the 
following communication from your Lordships to the Commissioners of 
Customs on the subject of Foreign ·watches and Clocks iu transi!tt for 
Foreign Counties, viz. [ Vide Letter in tlte preceding Petition to t!te House of Commons.] 

" Your Memorialists submit that the encouragement thus afforded to 
dishonest Foreigners to impose upon the purchasers of --watches exported as 
above described, whose object will be to export them in British Ships as a 
proof that they are of English lvfanufacture, is immoral in principle and 
des tructive to the character of the British lvianufacturer. I t  affords a fa cility 
for practising a gross fraud upon the Foreign Purchaser, who is led to 
suppose he i s  procuring an English Watch, while i n  fact he is obtaining a 
Foreign one, the inferior quality of which is very destructive to the character 
of the Brit ish Maker, for it must be recollected that the Engl ish name is 
assumed for the sole purpose of ensuring a higher price tlnn could be oth.::r­
wise obtained for the article, the preference given in the Market to the 
English Watch being the result of its acknowledged superiority over the 
Foreign. 

" Your Ivlernorialists beg to call your Lordships' attention to the 
following clause in  :m Act passed in the 4th year of George 4, Cap. 24, 
enti t led ' A n  Act to make more effectual provision for permitting goods 
imported to be secured in  ·warehouses or other places w ithout payment of 
duty on the first entry thereof,' which Clause was introduced into the Act 
specially to prevent Foreign Clocks and ·watches made in  imitation of British, 
and with British names and places of abode, from being warehoused 1nd 
afterwards exported, viz.-' And be it further enacted that no 'Natch of 
Foreign Manufacture shall be imported and warehoused under the provisions 
of this Act upon the case or cases of which any mark or stamp shall be 
impressed, which shall be similar to, or shall purport to be or shall be 
intended to represent any mark or s tamp of the Goldsmiths' Company of 
London, or other legal British assay marks or stamps, and that no Clock or 
Watch of Foreign Manufacture sha l l  be so imported and warehoused upon 
the face or  upon any part of wh ich the Word ' London, '  or the name of any 
other Town or Place of the U nited Kingdom shall be engraven or painted, or 
shall in any way appear so as to purport or give colour that such Clock or 
Watch is of the Manufacture of the United Kingdom, and that no Clock or 
"\Vatch of Foreign lVIanu facture shall be so i mported and 11 arehou sed unless a 
distinguishing number, and the name or names of some persons or place shall 
be engraven, and shall appear vis ible on the frame or ,,ther part of such 
Clock or Watch, independent of the face purporti ng to be the name and p lace 
of abode of the person or persons by whom such Clock or Watch was made, 
and thJt no Clock or Watch of Foreign M anufacture shall be imported and 
warehoused under this Act in any incomplete state-that is to say, not having 
the rnove :11ent with al l i ts concom itant parts properly lixed and secured in its 
case 011 pain of the forfeiture of such Clock or Watch. ' 



THE C LOCKl\lAKEl{S ,  COi\l l 'ANY. 33 7  " Your Memorialists in calling your Lordships' attention to this impor­tant subject desire to irn press ll1JOn your Lordships their firm conviction that the strongest necessity exists for condemning all Watches and Clocks imported into this country with counterfeit British n:i.rnes and places of abode, in accordance with the spirit of the al�ove-reci ted Act, as the only means of securing both the English Iv!aker and Foreign Purchaser from the most gross and fraudulent imposition. " Your JVIemorialists therefore pray that your Lordships will take into your most serious consideration the very grevious consequences to the trade of this country that will result from the adoption of the Treasury Minute above referred to, which will, i f  permitted to be acted upon, speedily be converted into a measure for the encourage­ment of every species of fraud and deception." 
An answer vvas received from the Treasury, elated the 

20th February, 1 8 5 2 ,  in the following terms :-" Treasury Chambers, " 20/lt Fe/JntaJ]', I852. " GENTLEMEN, " I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her lVIajesty's Treasury to acquaint you in reply to your Memorial of lhe 1 9th ultimo that the regulations respecting the admission ·of Foreign Watches and Clocks into this country when z'n transit11 for Foreign Countries, were adopted after a careful consideration with a view of affording commercial facilities to the JVIercanti le interests of the country, and their Lordships are not prepared to revoke or make any alteration in such regulation. " I have the honor to be, " GENTLEMEN, " Your very obedient Servant, (Signed) " G. CoRNEWALL LEwJs. " The Master, ·wardens, &c., " CompY of Clock.makers." 
A Deputation of the Court had an i nterv iew wi th the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer in the March following, who 
promised to give the subject his best attention, and requested 
that a further short Memorial, embodying the sense of the 
former, m ight be transmitted to the Treasury. This  was 
accord i ngly clone, and the M emorial was in  effect a duplicate 
of the previous one, with an addi t ional paragraph, as under :-" Your Mernorialists have subsequently been informed, and are perfectly satisfied as to the correctness of the information, that a number of Watches had been prepared without names to be ready, in the event of this al teration in the law, to receive such names as it might at the time be more cle,irable to employ, and that Adams, French ancl McCabe, London rnake1:s, and _ Roske l l  and Tobias, Liverpool makers, have pnnc1pal ly been usecl .  1 he entire tran­saction is too recent to allow any practical results to have occurred, much less 



T l l E  C LUCKMAKEW:; ' CU/ll PAN Y.  to be known, the whole has been managed with an unusual degree of privacy your lV[ernorialists not being aware that such a minute was passed until it appeared in the ' Times ' of the 9th of January last. In former times your lVIemorialists would have been made aware of so important an alteration in the law, through a widely different channel than that of a public print. Of so much importance was this regulation considered at the time the Act passed, A .D. 1 8 2 8, that immediately notice of the same was given by your Memorialists to the French and Swiss Consuls, the receipt of which was acknowledged by Baron Seguier, the Swiss Consul, under date of the 2 1 st of November, 1 8 28 .  It will be urged in extenuation of the evil complained of that Watches having English names have for a considerable period been manufactured abroad, to be sold as English, and that this is a practice that cannot be prevented. But from 1 8 2 8  to the present time these Watches could not be exported in English bottoms or direct from this country, These circumstances were felt by the Foreign manufacturer to prove a considerable obstacle to the sale of his Watches, and one that it was important for him to get removed. " Your Memorialists therefore pray that Your Lordships will take into your most serious consideration the very grievous consequences to the Trade of this country that will result from the adoption of the Treasury Minute abm·e referred to, which will, if permitted to be acted upon, speedily be converted into a measure for the encourage­ment of every species of fraud and deception."  
To this further Memorial the Treasury eventually caused 

the following reply to be sent :- " Treasury Chambers, 
" GENT LEMEN, 

" Ist l11ay, r852. " The Lords Commissioners of Her i\!Iajesty's Treasury have had under their consideration your further Memorial of the 1 st ultimo respecting the admission of Foreign Clocks and Watches in transit for Foreign Countries, in which :Memorial you refer to the Act 4, Geo. 4, Cap. 24, which prohibits any Foreign Clocks or ·watches bearing counterfeited names of English makers from being imported or warehoused for exportation, and state that ' the strongest necessity exists for condemning all Clocks and Watches imported into th is country with counterfeit British names, as the only means of securing both the English maker and the Foreign purchaser from most gross and fraudulent impositions. ' " I  am directed by their Lordships to state that the Treasury Order of the 3 1 st December last merely permits such articles, when brought from a Foreign Port in transit to another Port, and without any intention of being landed in this country, to be immediately transhipped for that purpose, and by no means permits them to be imported or warehoused in contravention of the existing law. This order was adopted for the purpose of removing the prohibition, which interfered materially with the carrying trade of the British Ship owner, while it afforded no effectual protection to the English ,Vatch manufacturer, and my Lords cannot but feel, that while it has always been in the power of the Foreign maker to export Watches bearing any mark from one Foreign Port to another, without the British Government 



T H E  C LOCKl\IAKEl,s' COJ\l PANV. 339  having any ground for interference, the mere fact of their now passing in transit through a Brit ish Port is not likely to enhance their value  in the Foreign market, when the true purport of the recent regulations becomes generally known. " Under these circumstances my Lords must adhere to the decision already commtmicated to you, as they do not consider that they would be justified in revoking or altering the regulations in question. " I  have the honor to be, 
" To t!te Jlfaster, fiVardens, and 

Court of Assistants of t!te 
Company of Clockmakers." 

" Gentlemen, " Your obedient Servant, (Signed) " GEO. A. HAMILTON. 
I n  October, 1 8 5 2 , at a Special Court, an Assay Officer 

of the Goldsmiths' Company produced 2 \i\Tatches in Gold 
Cases, the one containing an imitation E nglish Movement, 
bearing the name of '' French, Royal Exchange," and the 
other being an ordinary Swiss Watch, both the Cases having 
thereon forged Assay marks of the Goldsmiths' Company. 

After serious deliberation the Company decided to sub­
mit  the facts disclosed to the Treasury and invoke their 
assistance to put a stop to this pernicious and fraudulent 
practice, and embodied their views in  a Memorial to which 
they ultimately received the following reply :-" Treasury Chambers, 

" 16t/1, l'lovember, 1852. " GENTLEil!EN, " The Lords Commissioners of Her Niajesty's Treasury have had before them your further l\tlernorial relative to the admission for exportation of Watches, &c. ,  from Foreign Ports, and their Lordships have directed me to state they see no reason for alt ering the regulations relating to the transhipment of Watches, &c., brought from one foreign Port in transit for another foreign Port, which were communicated to you by their Lordships directions the 1 st of May last. " I  arn to state further that were the present regulations relaxed the fraud complained of could not be prevented, as the only result would be to transfer the carrying trade in these articles to the Merchants and Ship Owners of other Countries. 
" To t!te vVorslupftt! Compauy of 

C!ockmakers. " 

" I  remain, " Gentlemen, " Your obedient Servant, (Signed) " GEo. A.  H,u1 1 LTON .  
The unsatisfactory results o f  their appeals to  the 

Government on behalf of the Trade, evi nced in these later 
Letters from the Treasury, seem to have induced the Court 
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to discontinue their efforts, and for the next 20  years their 
Records con tain no entries of any further s imilar action being 
adopted by them. 

In the year 1 8 73 ,  however, the subject of H all-marki ng 
Foreign Watch Cases again occupied their del iberations ,  
and the M aster having on behalf of the Court addressed 
h imself to the Board of Trade, thereon the Court, on the 
I 3 th of October in that year, received and considered the 
following Letter from the Board of Trade in reply. " Board of Trade, " Harbour Department, " Whitehall Gardens, July 2Ist, I873. " GENTLEi\IEN, " I  am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of a :Memorial, signed by the l\faster of the Clockmakers' Company, on the subject of the . Hall-marking in this Country of the Gold and Silver Cases of Watches of foreign manufacture, and suggesting the introduction of a Bill into Parliament for the better protection of the English trade in Watches. '' In reply, I am to state that the Board of Trade, whilst regretting that the English ·watch l\fakers shou ld suffer loss, as alleged in the Memorial, by the practice of re-exporting and fraudently selling, as English, foreign­made Watches after their Cases have been Hall-marked in this country, would pause before introducing a Bi!! into Parliament for prohibiting the marking any 'Natch Cases not of English manufacture. " It appears to this Board that the English buyers of foreign-made Watches, allowed, under the system of free trade now established, to be imported free of duty, are entitled to the guarantee of the quality of the metal in the ·watch case afforded by the Hall-mark, and that there is already a provision of law which sufficiently meets the circumstances of the case at present under discussion, as the 24th Section of the ' Customs Amendment Act, 1 86 7, ' (30 and 3 1  Vic. ,  Cap. 8 2 ) ,  expressly requires all Gold and Silver Plate of Foreign Manufacture brought to any Assay Office in the United Kingdom to be impressed with a distinctive mark. " I  am, Gentlemen, " Your obedient servant, (Signed) " ARTHUR  W. PEEL." 

The M aster was thereupon authorized to place h imself 
in  communication with the Goldsmiths' Company upon the 
subject, and subsequently reported, as the result, that by Act 
of Parl iament the Goldsmiths' Company were requ ired to 
stamp all Foreign Cases. brought to their H al l  to be assayed, 
with the letter F in  an Oval, but that the Act was occasionally 
evaded by some unprincipled Casemakers in this country 
putting upon them their own marks as of E nglish manu­
facture. 



THE CLOCK.i\IAK.ERS'  COMPANY. 34 r 

I n  J anuary, 1 8 7 5 ,  the name of an English Casemaker 
who had adopted this practice, was brought under the notice 
of the Court, ·who thereupon d irected an intimation to be 
made to him, that unless he d iscontinued it proceecl i 1ws would 
be taken against h im. 

0 

An interview was agai n  sought with the Goldsmiths' 
Company by a Deputation of the Court, and i t  was found that 
the Act of Parl iament did not empower the marking of Cases 
with the letter F merely on suspic ion, and that in the absence 
of proof to the contrary it was imperative that they should be 
marked on  presentation at Goldsmiths' Hall as of English 
manufacture. 

As a remedy for this state of things, the Deputation sug­
gested that in all cases where there existed reasonable ground 
for suspicion, that the goods were of Foreign manufacture, a 
Statutory declaration should be requ ired before stamping 
them as Engl ish, that they were not merely partially but 
entirely of English make. 

This suggestion was embodied in a Letter to the Gold­
smiths' Company, and was by them subsequently submitted 
to the Board of Tracie, from whom a reply was received, of 
which the following is  an Extract :-" In thanking you for your communication, I am to state that my Lords before expressing their opinion upon the suggestion now made by the Wardens of the Goldsmiths' Company, would be glad to be favoured with the views of the Wardens as to how far such a step would be really efficacious in removing the alleged grievance of the English Watch Manufactures ; the assumption is that English-made works are superior to those of foreign manufacturers, and that the foreign makers by getting their cases stamped at Goldsmiths' Hall, induce the English public to believe that their foreign works are of English make. If this really  be the case, and if the foreign manufacturer does reap an advantage thereby, what is to prevent him from putting his foreign works into English-made cases ? "  

To this i nqu iry the obvious answer was returned by this 
Company, that the Cases were made much cheaper abroad 
than they could possibly be manufactured here, and that it was 
much easier and less expensive to make cases to works tl1an 
works to cases, indeed, that the cost of doing so i n  this 
Cou ntry would be to a great extent prohibi tory of the 
practice. 

The Board of Trade hav ing taken t ime to consider the 
subject, on the 1 0th September, I 8 7 5 ,  transmitted a Letter, in 
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which they stated that after careful consideration they did not 
think it would be advisable for the Government to undertake 
to submit to Parliament a Special B ill requiring a Statutory 
declaration to be made as to the origin of \Natch Cases when 
taken to the Assay Office to be stamped. 

These proceedings were the subject of comment in the 
publ ic press, both in  London and some of the other centres of 
the Trade, and meetings ·were held at which resolutions were 
adopted, with a v iew to obtain ing legislative enactments 
favorable to the course suggested by the Company. 

In February, 1 8 78 ,  a Deputation of the Trade from 
London, Liverpool, and Coventry, had an interview with the 
President of the Board of Trade (Sir Charles Adderley) , to 
urge the desirabil ity of the appointment by the House of 
Commons of a Committee of inquiry into the Hall -marking 
of Gold and Si lver. The President advised the introduction 
of a Bill by private Members, l imited to the question of 'Natch 
Cases rather than to Hall-marking in general. 

On the 26th February, r 8 79, Sir Henry Jackson accord­
ingly brought a Bill into the House of Commons for the 
purpose suggested, which was then read a first time, but not 
further proceeded with. 

On the same day the appointment of a Select Committee 
was agreed to " to enquire into the operation of the Acts 
relative to the Hall -marking of Gold and S ilver Manufactures. " 
On  the 5 th March the Committee were nominated, , who pre­
sented their report on the r 9th May following. 

Upon this report no legislation has up to the present 
time been based, but i t  may be desirable to quote such of its 
recommendations as more particularly refer to the articles 
manufactured for the Trade with which this Company is 
especially concerned. " The chief complaint against the operation of the existing law comes from the manufacturers of ·watches and Watch-cases. They have estab­l ished by evidence that within the last few years a practice has sprung up, and is rapidly increasing, under which foreign-made "\Vatch-cases are sent to this country to be hall-marked with the British hall-mark, and are after­wards fitted with foreign movements, and are then not unfrequently sold and dealt in as Bri t ish-made Watches ; and they assert that this not only injures their own reputation and lowers the credit of British workmanship, but is contrary to the spirit and intention of our legislation. The Assay Offices are unable legally to refuse to hall-mark these foreign Watch-cases when brought 



THE CLOCK i\IAKERs' COMPANY. 343 for assay by registered dealers, though their officials are practically able to distinguish them from cases of British manufacture . . . " Until the practice of hall-mai:kin_g foreign Watch-cases sprang up, the Bnt1sh hall-marks were taken to . 111d1cate Bntish workmanship. and your Committee cannot doubt that foreign Watches in ·watch-cases so hall-marked are frequently sold as of British manufacture. " Your Committee are therefore of opinion that all foreign-made Watch­cases assayed in this country ought to be impressed with an additional distinctive mark (the letter F, by reason of its resemblance to existina marks is not sufficiently distinctive) i_ndicative of foreign manufacture, anl'that th� law ought to be altered accordmgly. " Your Committee are further of opinion that the Acts now in force require to be amended in regard to the following matters :-" ( a.) The assaying authorities should be allowed to return imported articles which are found below standard, instead of breaking them up, as at present. " ( b.) A dome made of base metal should  not exclude Watch-cases from being hall-marked. 
" (c.) The assay authorities should have power to mark articles which, though standard, have enamel or other metals or substances added for purpose of ornament only. 
" (d.) The lower standards of Gold, viz., 1 5 , r z , and 9 carats (equal respectively to H- , -H-, and ,l-. of pure metal), should be discontinued. A composition containing less than two-thirds of pure metal ought not to be called by the name of that metal. " (e. ) The whole of the Assay Offices should be placed und'er the direct supervision of the Mint, so that a uniform standard of quality shall be guaranteed. 
" (f) So long as a licence duty is maintained it should be levied at a uniform rate." 
The foregoing documents and extracts tend to show that 

i t  i s  in  no boasting spirit this Company claim to have always 
identified themselves with the T rade, in whose interests they 
were originally i ncorporated, ·and with which they have ever 
maintained and still continue to preserve a close and, as they 
bel ieve, a beneficial connexion, and to have been ready at all 
t imes w ith their best adv ice and assistance whenever called 
upon to use their influence and prestige as a rallying point 
when unj ust or oppressive legislation threatened to wel l -nigh 
extinguish this important branch of British Industry, to the 
maintenance of which, as a maritime nation, so much im ­
portance is  attached. 
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CHRONOMETER PRI ZES .  

The Company have for some time past had under the ir  
consideration the question of the best means of promoting 
improvements and excellence of product ion in the art of 
Horology, and on the 8 th April ,  1 8 78 ,  appointed a Committee 
to consi der the best means of effecting this object, whether by 
the establishment of prizes for essays, superiority of work­
manship, or for the more accurate performance of the Marine 
Chronometer, or otherwise. 

On the 8th of J u ly, 1 8 78,  the Committee presented their 
Report, i n  which they stated that having regard to the large 
number of industries, and the great subdivision of labour 
employed in the manufacture of Chronometers, \Matches, and 
Clocks, they did not recommend that prizes should be offered 
for any particular branch of their manufacture, but rather that 
they should be awarded according to the merit attached to the 
performance of the Time Keeper, shewing the best results as 
a whole, and with this view suggested that prizes should 
be awarded to the makers of the two Chronometers perform ing 
with the greatest accuracy at the annual trial for Government 
purcha?e at the Royal Observatory, Greemvich. The Com­
mittee d id not advise any expenditure with a v iew to 
obtain ing essays on the Art of H orology, deeming- it desirable 
to confine the prizes rather to practical that theoretical l imits. 

The Court having adopted the Report, rilaced themselves 
in communication with the Astronomer Royal (Sir G. B .  A iry, 
K . C. B . ,  F .R. S . ,  &c. ) ,  and, ultimately, with h is  concurrence, 
agreed to a scheme with regulations for giving effect thereto, 
public notice of which was given to the trade through the 
usual channels of the press. 

The Regulations are as follow :-" 1 . THE CLOCKlvIAKERS' Coi\rPANY, with a view to encourage the highest excellence in the production of the lVIarine Chronometer, on which Navigation so largely depends, have determined to award annually two Prizes to the makers of the two Chronometers which shall perform with the greatest accuracy, and respectively stand first and second (as tested on the criterion adopted by the Astronomer Royal, and be so certified under his hand) at the annual trials for Government purchase, at the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. 
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" 

2. The First Prize will consist of a sum of Ten Guineas, together with the }'reedom of the Company, and the Second of a sum of Five Guineas, without the Freedom. " 3. The Company reserve to themselves the right to modify the above Prizes from time to time, as they may deem expedient, or, in the absence of sufficient merit, withhold them altogether. " 4. Any maker or firm depositing a Chronometer at the annual trials, desirous of competing for either of the above prizes, shall have the name of such maker or firm, and a distinguishing number legibly engraved, both on the dial and upper plate of the frame, and shall prove to the satisfaction of the Court of Assistants (if necessary) that he or they, as the case may be, is or are the bona fide owner or owners thereof, and that the same has been in his or their possession at least six months prior to the trial, and shall produce its rate of going antecedently, if required. J · No Chronometer maker or firm shall be eligible to take either of the above Prizes u nless the instrument obtaining it  becomes the property of the Government by purchase. " 6 . If the instrument obtaining the First Prize be the property of a firm, the name of the partner (who must have been such at the time of depositing the instrument and until the results of the trials have been declared) to whom the Freedom is to be awarded shall be submitted to and approved by the Court of Assistants. " 7. If the person entitled to the First Prize be already a Freeman of the Company, the Court of Assistants may, if they thi nk Rt, award a Certi ficate of Merit, or such other addition to the Prize, in lieu of the Freedom, as may seem to them desirable, on due consideration of the special circumstances of the case. " 8. No Chronometer Maker having obtained a First-class Prize, together with the Freedom of the Company, shall be eligible to obtain a similar award, but that circumstance shall not affect his right to compete for the Second-class Prize in subsequent trials ; neither shall the holder of the Second-class Prize be debarred from competing for the superior Prize and Freedom in future years. " 9. Any contravention of the Rules settled by the Company or the Astronomer Royal for regulating the competition, will render the award of either Prize null and void. " r n. Any competitor for the foregoing Prizes must be bona fidc engaged in and carrying on the business of either a Chronometer, Clock, or Warch Maker. " r r .  Chronometer Makers desirous of competing for the above Prizes must send their names and addresses, and a statement of how many instru­ments they intend to deposit on trial, with the distinguishing number of each, to the Clerk to the Company, at Guildhall, at least one week before the com­mencement of the annual trials. Each successful competitor shall make and sign a declaration in the form hereunto annexed, or to that effect. 
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, .  CLOCK.MAKERS' co:MPAN \T _ 

" FORM OF D ECLARA T ! O l\' .  

" ? t ,  b e  made by s11ccessjit! Competitors for A1111 1111l Prizts given by the Company. 

" 1---of-_ --carrying on the business of a · Chronometer, Clock 
and ·watchmaker, do hereby declare that I am the bo11c2 jide owner of the 
Chronometer bearing my name, and numbered--, standing first* on the 
List  at the conclusion of the last  annual trial of Chronometers for Government 
purchase, as certified under the hand of the Astronomer Royal ; that the 
same has been purchased by the Government, and that all t/,e conditions rcgu!ati11g tlte competition have i n  every case been fully complied with. 

" I , therefore, (subject to the approval of the Court of Assistants) 
respectfully claim to be entitled to the award of Ten Guineast, and to be 
admitted as a Prize Freeman of your \Vorshipful Company. 

'' (Signature)--­
" ( Date)---" 

" ' or · Second. '  t or '  Five Guineas, ' omitting the subsequent 11·orcls . • ·  








