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The new yachts lighting up this
year’'s Monaco Yacht Show

\ home on the sea: On board bevicne

Solandge: Liirssen’s stunning 83-metre
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- Monaco f_; P: From aft deck o pit lane
Chris Cecil-Wnght's life in vachting

Bows and vows: A superyachr uui:.hn::'



“Ihts business

15 about
RELATIONSHIP
building. It's not
about waziting for
the phone to ring”
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chartors,” says Chris. Next came the Royal R reply from C&N. He said: ‘How odd, and
Military Academy Sandhurst, followed by a A birve The ; miost uniike them! Did you know that my
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they would not get ANYWIIERE else”

His friend rang Nicholas from

pay G

phicne in the pub and fixed up a meeting at
C&M's office in Berkeley Stroet that
afterpoon “After the mesting, Nichotas said
If you absalstely insist, you £an come and
work for me, bt | won't youl To be fair
was sl convalescing and in my back brace
and [ still had an income from the Arrmy

He didn't have towait too long tor bis first sale, “This
Spanish guy — w
atfice and didn't really know what he was lookir

client, a Mr Garl = a lovely |

ke inta the

exciterd about a boat czlied Bolero, 8 22-metre Ge
Frers, which we discussed. After Mr Gari left the office.
taying up the many brochures when |

Far

scoverad a very
smart gold pen wedged amongst the papers, which he'd left
behind. D had it securely couriered off at once to Mr Gari's
address in Spain. A short while laler Mr Gan's wife came
rushing in to the olfice endLirng about Lhe lost pen - |
Hained that it was inthe sale hands of DHL. That was the
1irusting relationship, says Chins

experienos for Chris, | truly believe cur business works on

solia relationships, It s about credibility and delivering what
yoil promise, It is zlso all about product knowledge, bul |
thirmi It 15 vital ko sel up the chermistry ficst, before you start

lngking for bozts, Both parties must like each ather in order

b2 mave forward, This is not about peaple sitti g i an office
walting for the phone te ring. 11 sbout relationship building
tothe Morth and South Poles with another

client, sharing a tent with him. We h:

| hawve walke

e ridden motorhikes

around Atrica together | sold him a 56 metre and built nima
78 metre, | now consider him one of my closest friends”
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The 7B-metre
Feadship Hampshire Il
Right: Chrs with wife Kitty
celebrating his fortieth
Above kefl: Chris is never
far frem something active
Above: Windsurling nas
besn a lifelong passion

In 1956 Nicholas Edmiston had left CAN
and phoned Chris o set up a mecting in 51
Trapez — a week later Chris was back with
Michalas at the first Edmiston office In
Manace "1 slept there, with a

attress o

th finor|® Russian buyers were starting to

coame into the markel and business was

boaming, From 2004 to 2001 Chire did 3 raft
of deals, Including the first Dilbar, a 68-metre Oceanc
first Phoanix {a 60-metra). Hampshire | and Trident. He also

the

started new bulkds, including the 77-metre Feadship Tango,

the 78-metre Feadship Harmpshire I, and the 99-metre

Feadship Madame Gu

He foundad his new venturs, Cecil Wright & Fartners, 1o
rediscaver the personal approach ta clients. "We are a team
of seven. They are experienced people that kave all the

lechni

attributes for a great brokerage company, We run 2

tight ship and | am keen that we don't overload ourselves

would prefer to lurm business away than compromise our
service. With fewer clients we canensure they receive our
full attention; and offer a level of service they will not roceive
dnywhere else.” hesays

With his
enjoying lite on Engla

e children and wife Kithy, Chiris is now back
I
children ergage with this wonderful place as | did. Inthe
school holicdays we get an the water most days. Maonday
rikght 15 chinghies with the kids -

id’s South Coast. ™| love seeing my

ci ey I"-I.T'_'-.:'_..}',.";i | race 2 koal

boat with lacal friends.” he says

His inspiration s a simple one =1 like people who like
yachts = and there are a many satisfied superyacht owners
who can testify to the passion of Chris Cecil-Wright, SYW
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