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“Our Sunday School Stories project celebrates
Union Chapel’s heritage: fromits foundations
to the present day! Our 200+ year archive is a
source of inspiration to co-curate our
programme in collaboration with fantastic
artists and creatives with the aim to engage
new audiences with our unique heritage of
music, social justice and architecture formed
by a congregational Nonconformist legacy.”
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Lucinda Sieger - Be a Singing Postcard

Enjoy artworks co-produced with 48 participants from Islington and all over the world! zo& Gardner - Collage & Zines

“We are proud to have on display a series of
pieces co-created with our participants as
part of the Hidden Treasures workshops
from July 2025. Artworks comprising mosaic
techniques, innovative compositions
through singing and postcards as well as
unigue handmade books or zines from
original collage through reflective journaling.
Led by a multidisciplinary team of
facilitators, the workshops have been
inspired by a fascinating book in our archive:
The Primary Department by E.J. Archibald

(c. early 1900s), a pedagogical guide for

Sunday Schools teachers.”

Cristina Carrasco
Participation Manager, Sunday School Stories
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Tessa Hunkin & Rada Stilianova - Mosaic
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The Primary Department

14 Tue Butstane, When they have ressmed their

scaty the superintendent and childeen discass how
they can truly give these gifts to the Christ-child,
and forthwith the children are told of the par-
ticular plan formed for their distribution. A
blessing uwpom the gilts is mow asked of the
Heavenly Father,

* Bless, O Lord, the offering

Which thy children lay

At thy feet rejodcing
On this Christmas day.

With cach gilt we bring thee
Wealth of love untold;

In thy loving service.
Keep us, young and old™ (Adapted)

15, Soxc. The Christmas Manger 1lymn*

= Away in o manger, no cnd for hiv bed,
The hittle Lord Josas laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the sky looked down where be lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the bay.

“The cattle are lowing, the dear Daby wakes,
But the linle Lord Jesus no erying he makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the
sky,
And stay by my crib, watching my lallaby.™

16. Dexecmcrion.  “ Glory to God in the highest, and

on carth peace, goodwill toward men™

A Procrax ror EAsTER SUXDAY.
The Primary Department room is made beau-

tiful with plants and Howers, These are the

*“Songs for Little People.”
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i EXHIBITION | MOSAIC

Led by artist facilitators Tessa Hunkin & Rada Stilianova

THE FOUR YEAR OLD BEGINNERS.

5. Story Time.—The lesson story is taken
from Jane Andrews' “Seven Little Sisters,”
and is intended with the others of its
series to be an introductory course for mis-
sionary lessons later on in the Primary De-
partment. This is the story of the little Brown
Baby. It is a fascinating one, all about the
baby with the brown face and straight black
hair, who lives among the birds and flowers
and plays all day in the long, soit grass. She
is put to bed at night by her mother in a little
swinging cradle in a tree; the wind rocks her
to slecp and the stars keep watch over her all
the night until the rosy dawn breaks, when
she tumbles out of bed into her mother’s arms.
Her mother dips her in the running brook for
a bath, and then she is ready to play again
with her brothers and sisters, the birds and
flowers.

6. Lesson Illustration.—A picture of the
Brown Baby, a colored one, if possible, is

S SUNDAY SCHOOL STORIES | HIDDEN TREASURES

A ProcraM FOR THANKSGIVING OR HARVEST
Sunbay.

All gifts of fruit, vegetables, flowers, etc., are
brought to the school-room on the day before.
These, with quantities of bright leaves and
berrics, are arranged in groups to decorate the
room in the most effective style.  Conspicuously
at one side is placed a great sheaf of wheat
or barley, with a sickle. DBeside these lic a
bag of flour and a loaf of bread. High above
all, in plain lettering, hangs the motto, “Give
thanks unto the Lord.”

Quieting Exercises.—These are sometimes

useful for the little children after a march or

48 The Primary Department

physical expression. The following is one
appropriate for the summer time: Let the

shown.

7. Lesson Expression—~Now the children
and leader gather around the large sand-tray,
and together picture out the scene of the story

fingers of one hand represent a flower, and
those of the other hand a bee flying from

" flower to flower gathering nectar, Accompany

the exercise with a low humming and let the
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ChapeL Led by artist facilitator Lucinda Sieger
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Progronss for the Beplamnt Classs 41
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From + Stories for Kindergartens and Primary Schools,” by Sara E

Wiltse,

Loving Friend, oh! hear our prayer,

Take into thy tender care

All the leaves and flowers that sleep
In their white beds covered deep.

Shelter from the wintry storm

Listen to prayers of Rest
and Care

All thy snow-birds, keep them warm.

Hear our prayer.
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From "l!‘wlg Siories for the Sunday-School,” by Paty 5
Ml

Father, thou who carest
For smallest tiny flowers
And teachest bees and squirrels

sircles for teaching—not the teacher

Quieting Exercises.—These are sometimes
uscful for the littfe children after a march or

phiysical expromion. The lollowing b o
apprigriate for the summer teme)  Let the
Engens of one hand represont & Bower, sad
thoss of the other hand a bee Bying lrom
dower o Bamer gatheriag nectar,

the eaercive with & low humming and b e
Bumming die away groduslly, sa though e
bies had cossed work amd gose to shoep for
the pight. (Selecred )

It may be well, sometines, afier the mory
expression, to have & brw memutes of slaolute
quict amdd rest, when all the chikiren hide their
Brees and make Leliove that they are aaborp

tanding at the front of rows of desks

ing papers, which would bring a disturbing ele-
ment into any of the excreises, Before all else
she must be a guardian, a protector. Ina sense
the supetintendent must even gouard the depart-
ment against her own personality.  She is lead-
er, director, and head teacher, and is recognized
by the children as such, Up to a certain point,
her pecsonality is of value. As she leads the
children impressively in the exercises her pres-
ence has a refining and dignifying influence on
the atmosphere of the room, But she must
have a care, lest she should go too far. In her
anxiety to manage things well she may over-
step the limit of her own sphere, and intrude
vpon the individuality of the child. Pat-
terson DuBlois says: “Our child traiciag is
too talky, too noisy, and too full of command.”
Good taste and fince insight are greatly needed

Humming ‘bee’ breath, as

a quieting exercise

More guidance than instruction

Keeping the Weather Chart— At the buglin-
ning of the year a large short of paper marked
ol in squares—one wquare for every Samday
i the year—and daintily decorated, s put apm
the wall of the Begianen' Room. Each Semday,
wlter o linthe talk ahout the kind of day, whether
sunny, cloudy, stormy or snowy, one child i
sllowed 10 go 10 this chart, snd, with golde,
av, black or white crayos, sccording to the
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We also use a pianist and music

» The Primary Diepareeny | 10 Underscore and assist

gyt (of o vobdond murmer of velool, ae the
b bgin the loson.  Aboat tweaty-fee
misutes in all are allowed the teaehers—&fteen
for teiting the story and ten for the chiliiten’s
expression of the stary. A few very sill stralee.
froen the geana 1l the trachers whrn The fint
filicen mrinutes are ower, 8 few more warn them
when fevmty-thees mamtes e paased snd o8
he onld soma lowder maskc  snmmons (e
lasses 1o turn back an they were 3t the begine
wming. The mmthe continoss uutil the childom
have brooght forwand whatever pleture oF

other expression work they oy have dose, and hymn lyrics which

oace more rovmmed their seats

The meat item b 2 hymn, which Seats sppeo reflect our theme

priately upon the thought of the lewen

Avmesphars 23

tment duting the session mast be carelelly ar-
ramged and cared for. The rocen in which (e
children meet for their service should be bess-
tilud | beautaial st omly by virtue of its esitable
and tastcful adoroment, of Lrighioese and
sirimess, but alss by virtae of i state of perfect
srangesent and readiness [t shonld breathr
an stmoaphere of sacred and sweet quaerines,
#0 that the children on eotering ar¢ a1 once im
presaed and involuntarily ssssme, both men-
tally and phiyshcaily, the atttode that scems 2.
ting in sach a place. The best atmosphere can
never be obtainad in 8 room where the chilidten
are allowed 10 moet and talk and play bedore
the bipinning «of the sesion  Sech 3 rooen can-
not be turned instantly into 3 place of worship.
The room muit be reserved and guarded jeal-
omly ustil the time for the school to begin
The children shoald sswmble somewhers out-
widz, bn the cloakroom or loblny

Musie, 38 everyome knows, has very grest
power 1 influence the child, To make for rev-
erence, to belp him in his worbip, it must be
very carelully chosen.  Much ol it shoald sure-
Iy be bright and cheery, but mach also should
be seticos and even solemn,  In the desire for
songs and hymos which interest the childrea
we arc naturally apt to choose those tn which

The first mote b strack dne
dren raise thesr voboos b

proceeds the viices becons
umtd st the cod they are bl
s
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and care for the
classroom
environment
and atmosphere

creating a space of
‘sweet quietness’ for
you to reflect and
make today, in a way
that feels right for you

making room for expression of
the ‘solemn’ as well as the
‘bright’. All the ‘weathers’ of your
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Led by artist facilitator Zoé Gardner

No. 4. The Primary Department
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The methods and content of this
immersive workshop were inspired
by this book from the Union Chapel

archives. Influences include...

future reference. Again, each teacher might
buy two or three of the cheapest editions of
the Gospels and as the study proceeds, cut
them up and paste parallel passages side
by side in a scrap-book, thus forming a com-
plete little harmony of the Gospels. Collage,
Jut in order that the child’s mind may de-
velop naturally and harmoniously, he must do
more than simply acquire and interpret the
material which we present to him. It is not T
encugh even that his delight, love, and sym- Self expression in
pathy are arouscd. He must have opportunity
to express, to give forth, 1o work out, in some
definite form, that which he has made his own.

YOur own way

drem. Bot wsually she can provide for some : &
definite museular activity throogh which the = ‘muscular” - physical activity
story can be st least more securely fimed inthe 14 holp us relax and fix the
One of the widest open doors to ber s = e
play. In the Beginners' classes, where the lit- story ‘in the mind
tle omes are tanght almost entirely through the
nature storics, this method can be wed fre-
quently. Supy for ple, the hild
have a Jesson on the aquirrel.  They have scen
what be looks bke, how he sils up, rom, nib-
bles, cte. (A mature story should, whenever
posaible, be illustrated from fife) They have
heard how he lives, how the family is peo-

How can we have patience as we reflect on the
(challenging?) subject of Rest?

THE LESSON

The Primary Department teacher is apt to
fall into the error of trying to teach far too =
much. Many of us insist upon forcing on the
children truths and facts which they are far
from ready to assimilate. We are anxious to
see a flower where we have no right to expect
more than a bud; we can not be content to
work according to the law of God written in
the child’s nature, This law decrees that the
child must develop always by exercise which
is in harmony with his nature and proportioned
to his strength. The young child should not
be given a great deal of memory work, adult
theology, formal rules for living, abstract warn-
ings, exhortations, and admonitions ; he craves
ideals, heroes to worship and live with,
something from the wonder world about
which his imagination can play. What shall
we give him? Storics—image-forming mate-
rial out of which he can make his pictures and
create his ideals. There can be little doubt
that this “golden method,” story-telling, is the
ideal one for teaching nature and the Bible to

6

How can we be simple in our “storytelling’ and
speak to our Child Self?
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