
  

 

 

 

 

www.gov.uk/environment-agency 

Werrington Brook Improvements 
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Aubretia Avenue Reach - What are we doing and why?  
Our work here will help improve the way Werrington Brook flows, 
helping to improve the brook’s biodiversity and provide a healthier 
environment for people to enjoy. We are constructing new features 
within the existing channel that would be found in healthier brooks of 
a similar type.  

These features will help improve the water quality, particularly during 
dry periods when there is less water in the brook. They will also 
improve the brook's ability to maintain itself in a sustainable way 
without increasing the risk of flooding. 

Our works here are part of a 5-year partnership programme to improve Marholm Brook, Werrington Brook 
and Cuckoos Hollow. For more information on these works, our future programme or for opportunities to 
get involved, please visit www.pect.org.uk/WerringtonBrook. 

Where are we doing these works? 
Our improvement works will start at the footbridge adjacent to Larkspur Walk and will end near the 
footbridge at the entrance to Cuckoo's Hollow. 

When will our works be starting and finishing? 
Our works are scheduled between February 2018 & April 2018 and main construction activity is expected 
to take 6-8 weeks.  

What are the hours of work? 
Normal working hours on site will be between 08:30 and 16:30 Monday to Friday and occasionally on 
Saturdays. 

What can I expect to see?  

Using an excavator with a long reach we will start constructing the in-channel features, working from the 
grassed area on the left side (looking downstream) of the brook.  The new features will change the shape 
and width of the brook into a more natural watercourse. Gravel riffles and pools will be added along with 
some planting reeds and marginal aquatic plants. We will also adding a lowered access track alongside the 
brook for machinery to use during future maintenance works but can also be used to walk closer to the 
brook. A small wetland pond will be added between the surface water outfall and the brook. This is to help 
trap sediment and pollutants before they enter the brook. We are not planning to remove any trees as part 
of this work but we may have to remove some low hanging branches to enable safe access to the brook. 

At the end of the works the brook and some of the green space will look quite different with exposed 
ground and new landscaping, however, this will be temporary as vegetation will soon grow the following 
spring and by late summer will look more normal. In following years the site will continue to mature and will 
look completely natural. 

We are working in partnership with 
Peterborough City Council, Anglian Water, 
RiverCare and Peterborough Environment 
City Trust, to improve the quality of the water 
environment in Marholm Brook, Werrington 
Brook and Cuckoo's Hollow.    
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Will there be noise, dust or mud?  

We will be using large machinery so there will be some noise, dust and mud but we will try and keep this to 
a minimum.  

Can we still use the footpath?  

While we are undertaking the works there will be some areas that we will need pedestrians, cyclists, pets 
and people to avoid. These will be clearly marked, but the footpaths will not be closed during the work. 

What are these new features? 

1. Berms: A low, flattened and vegetated bank used to narrow 
and add bends to the channel. The concentrated flows help keep 
the channel clear of silt and creates a more natural meandering 
watercourse but overtops in higher flows. There are 27 proposed 
for the Aubretia Avenue works.  

2. Riffles: Small stone and gravel substrate added to the river to 
create shallower sections with faster flowing water. Creates a 
'babbling' oxygen-rich habitat for invertebrates and fish to spawn 
in. There are 7 proposed for the Aubretia Avenue works.  

3. Pools: Deeper and slower-flowing sections of the brook that 
often follow riffles. They provide valuable refuge for fish, 
particularly during periods of low flows as well as capturing fine 
sediments. There are 9 proposed for the Aubretia Avenue works.  

4. Bank Scalloping: Created by reducing the steepness of the 
bank by removing a semi-circle of material.  This provides 
material for the berms and makes space for water during higher 
flows.    

5. Small Wetland: A vegetated pond on the storm outfalls near 
the footbridge that links to Baron Court. These ponds are a 
natural way trapping sediment and pollutants as well as providing 
valuable additional habitat for wildlife.  

6. Access strip: Lowered bank near the brook to provide 
improved access and safety for maintenance operations. Has 
added benefit of being closer to the brook and also make more 
space for water in high flows. 

How will you know if this project has been successful?  

We will be working with the local RiverCare group after the works have finished to monitor the 
improvements.  These will include measurement of the depth, flow, water quality, plant community and 
wildlife.  If you are interested in helping RiverCare, please contact us on the details below.  

Who can I contact if I have further questions? 

If you would like to understand more about these works or the wider programme, please contact us on the 
details below, Monday to Friday during normal office hours. 

 

Andy Sadler       Richard Whelan 
Programme Manager      Programme Manager 
andrew.sadler@environment-agency.gov.uk   Richard.Whelan@peterborough.gov.uk 
0203 025 5904       01733 453454 

 

Access strip post-construction 

Gravel riffle and berm 
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