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Message from our Chief
Executive, Carly Leonard

Welcome to the PECT Annual Report 2016/17
This year has been a busy one for the
charity and has involved working on
a wide range of projects that
help with our mission; to protect
and enhance the environment in
Peterborough and beyond.
Some big areas of activity include
creating sustainable businesses,
talking to people about their views
on Peterborough to inform the
work we do, and about barriers to
being active. We also visited over
300 people in their homes to offer
energy advice. We continue to offer
Environmental Education support to
all schools in Peterborough.
We do this work because we know
that the scale of the challenges
we face are enormous – threats
from climate change, habitat and
biodiversity loss and inequity in
society are very real issues that need
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local and global action. The choices
we make now really will determine
the future.
As overwhelming as the issues
can be, we believe that we need
optimism in order for people to want
to be part of the solution. People get
involved in the services we offer and
the practical work that we do and
this helps to create hope about
the future while actively
doing something positive.
Our team at PECT,
volunteers, partners
and supporters make
this vital work happen
and I am immensely
proud of what we
achieve together.
Thank you to everyone
involved this year!

#TeamPECT
Positive change for achieving greener, happier, healthier places and people is at the heart of what we do, and our staff
and volunteers are passionate advocates for our work.
As a charity, PECT relies on support from local
people to ensure we can keep delivering our vital
work. Our network of volunteers enables us to
extend our reach and impact.
Want to be part of a friendly team and experience
what it is like to work in an environment where
what really matters is the environment? Then this is
your opportunity to become part of the volunteer
team at PECT. If you would like to find out more,
please email volunteering@pect.org.uk. We would
love to hear from you!

Our Patrons
Ken McKay
Honorary Patron of PECT since 2012
and currently a Business Advisor for
the Prince’s Trust. Previously NonExecutive Director (1995-2012) and
Chairman (2003-2008) of PECT.

Sir Hugh Duberly KCVO, CBE, Knight
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order
President of Cambridgeshire St John’s
Council, Patron of the Cambridgeshire
British Red Cross, and Honorary Colonel
of the Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force.

www.pect.org.uk | 3

Who are we?
Welcome to PECT!
Our Mission:
To protect and enhance the environment
throughout Peterborough and beyond.

Our Vision:
Sustainable Places.
By this, we mean that: the natural environment is
healthy, communities are involved in their area,
health and wellbeing is improved for all, resource
use is responsible and doesn’t compromise the
needs of others, now and into the future.

What do we do?
We aim to deliver projects of local, regional and national
significance, enabling change for a sustainable future. PECT
works with communities, schools, businesses and voluntary
organisations to make a real difference to people’s lives.

How we’re funded
PECT is a charity: we rely entirely on
income from delivering contracts,
grants from organisations and voluntary
donations to fund our vital work.
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Our areas of focus
The Natural Environment

Community & Education

We rely on the natural environment to
support our lives and all life on earth.
We want to increase our green spaces,
improve habitats, boost wildlife and
biodiversity and increase education
about the importance of looking
after our natural environment.

Here at PECT we aim to give people the
information, support and confidence
they need to challenge systems and
create change. We want to see a society
where people are treated equally. We
want to listen and learn to find out
what’s important to people and support
them to make things better.

Responsible Resource Use

Health & Wellbeing

For us, responsible resource use means
becoming smarter and more considered
with the resources we have available to
us. This includes supporting the transition
away from fossil fuels to cleaner energy.
Individuals and organisations at a local
and global level need to be more aware of
the challenges that we face collectively.

One of our charitable aims is to help
and encourage people to make healthier
choices – whether it’s sustainable transport,
food, activity, or community involvement.
We want to understand and address the
barriers to mental and physical health, and
contribute to safer environments, as well as
giving people opportunities to learn skills.

www.pect.org.uk
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Our year at a glance
This Annual Report covers the period April 2016 - March 2017

RESPONSIBLE RESOURCE USE

Businesses can save money and energy with help from new project
The Business Energy Efficiency Cambridge and Peterborough
(BEECP) programme provides impartial energy efficiency
support and discretionary grants to small businesses to
catalyse investment in energy efficiency initiatives and
help them reduce carbon and save money.
The programme is delivered by PECT in partnership with
Groundwork and Nwes and brings together experienced
organisations and practitioners, expertise and key learning to
provide a joined-up business energy efficiency service. To find
out more about the programme, visit www.beecp.co.uk.
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“The service offered a valuable insight into understanding
our energy consumption as well as highlighting savings
and efficiencies. The whole process from initial contact,
site visit and report – with recommendations – was made
effortless and easy by the BEECP team.” - James O’Rawe,
General Manager at Peterborough Workspace

Our year at a glance | Responsible Resource Use

Encouraging
smarter businesses
Investors in the Environment (iiE) is our national
environmental accreditation scheme. It helps
organisations to save money, reduce their impact
on the environment, and get promoted for their
green credentials. In this year alone, our region’s
member businesses collectively saved:

Enough water to fill 12 Olympic-sized
swimming pools
Enough

Enough paper
to prevent

CO2 519
to almost fill
the Houses of
Parliament

trees being
cut down

Cash boost for
Lincolnshire’s businesses
Small and medium sized businesses in Lincolnshire can
access free expert advice and grants to grow their business
after a £4million cash injection into the county’s Business
Lincolnshire Growth Hub. PECT is helping provide resource
efficiency support as part of the programme.
Funding has been secured by Lincolnshire County
Council from the European Regional Development Fund for
a three-year programme to boost local economic growth
and create jobs across the county. Further information can
be found at www.businesslincolnshire.com.

Profit for purpose
Green Energy Switch (GES) is a profit for purpose
company, specialising in working with organisations,
utility companies, and social landlords. Any profits made
are gift aided to PECT, making it an ethical choice for your
energy management solutions. For more information,
see www.greenenergyswitch.co.uk.

…And the amount of ‘miles not
driven’ through sustainable
transport choices was the
equivalent of driving around
the world 43 times!
“This year, we’ve seen incredibly inspiring practice
from organisations that are really pushing the
outer limits of ‘green’ achievement by reducing
their impacts on the environment,”
iiE’s April Sotomayor.

www.pect.org.uk | 7

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Peterborough shows its green colours
Through our project Forest for Peterborough, PECT
is on a mission to plant one tree for every person in
Peterborough by 2030. In 2016-17 alone, Forest for
Peterborough planted 6,000 trees, bringing our project
total up to 99,506 trees!

Project Officer Simon Belham said: “I would like to say
thank you to everyone who took the time to don a pair
of gloves, grab a spade and a tree and help out with the
planting. Our project can only be made possible with
each and every person who volunteered.”

180,000+

2030
trees to be planted by

6,000
trees planted this year

99,506
trees planted by the
project to date
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Community
garden gets a
green makeover
After gaining a prize fund of
£12,000, received from customer
votes through Tesco’s in-store Bags
of Help initiative, the project Forest
for Peterborough is giving the
community garden at WestRaven
Big Local a green makeover!
Activities on the site include
installing an Art Wall, creating a
Forest Circle, installing two Water
Harvesters and planting 60 mixed
apple trees to create an orchard.

Our year at a glance | The Natural Environment

Creating healthy
river environments
in Peterborough
PECT is supporting Peterborough City Council,
the Environment Agency and other partners
to work on an exciting river improvement
programme in Peterborough. The Werrington
Brook Improvements Programme is a 5+ year
collaboration looking at ways of holistically
improving the water environment in a 70km
sub-catchment of the River Welland.

Wildlife Corridors
PECT worked with schools in
Peterborough to help increase
the diversity of green spaces
in built-up areas, in order to
encourage wildlife to thrive.
These wildlife corridors will
be located on or near school
grounds and will be used to
provide opportunities to learn
about and connect with nature,
benefiting up to 2,000 children
and community members.
This project has been fortunate
to receive £18,995 funding from
the Postcode Local Trust. Postcode
Local Trust is a grant-giving
charity funded entirely by players
of People’s Postcode Lottery.
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COMMUNITY & EDUCATION

New community café
opens in Westwood
A new community café has opened its doors in
Westwood to serve the local community thanks to
WestRaven Big Local.
The café is part of a major investment project led
by WestRaven Big Local, a local community-led
organisation that represents the residents of Westwood
and Ravensthorpe, which has received a £1 million grant
from the Big Lottery Fund to help make improvements
in the Ravensthorpe ward. PECT is a supporting
organisation for the project.
To find out more about the café, go to:
www.westraven.co.uk.

Awards recognition for Peterborough Eco Framework
PECT launched its Peterborough Eco
Framework back in 2015 to support the delivery
of environmental education in local schools
and help them to reduce their carbon footprint.
We were delighted to win an international
Green Apple award for Environmental Best
Practice 2016, which was given for our bespoke
Peterborough Eco Framework.
97% of schools in Peterborough now deliver
environmental education – one of the highest
levels of uptake in the whole of the UK,
meaning that every year PECT’s eco education
work is reaching 1,000s of school children.
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Our year at a glance | Community & Education

Students celebrate
green achievements
The green achievements of students across the city were
celebrated at this year’s Peterborough Eco Education
Awards (PEEAs).
The PEEAs, sponsored by Skanska and supporting
organisations, showcase the excellent Eco Education
project work that takes place in Peterborough schools, to
share best practice and celebrate green improvements.
In the run-up to the awards, pupils aged 3-18 years
developed projects which demonstrated their
commitment to the environment.

City transformed into an
‘environmental hub’
The annual PECT Green Festival took place in August
2016, showcasing a multitude of fun activities, artwork,
demonstrations and games with the aim of encouraging
local engagement with eco initiatives. This event was
supported by Travelchoice and Arts Council England.
Carly Leonard, CEO, said: “We wanted to highlight some of
the serious and complex environmental issues we face in
ways that people could relate to.”

“We had a brilliant family day… had to drag my
daughter away!”

Sustainable transport named
as number one eco concern
PECT asked people in Peterborough what they liked
about the local area and what change they wanted to see
happen. The results of the survey showed that sustainable
transport was the number one environmental concern for
local residents.
Feedback was collected from more than 600 local
residents, and the results are now being used to steer the
direction of the charity’s focus.
Transport was ranked first in the list of people’s
concerns; with public transport, cycle path provision and
maintenance, and growing traffic congestion coming in
for criticism from those surveyed. Ranked second in the
list of environmental concerns was Zero Waste. Land Use
and Wildlife ranked third in importance, with 20% of
respondents in this section being concerned about the
impact of housing development on wildlife.
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HEALTH & WELLBEING

National launch of weather prediction phone app
A group of expert organisations, including PECT, came together to launch a brand new phone app,
called Hyperlocal Rainfall, which provides hyper-localised and precise rainfall predictions.
The aim of the app is to enable people to obtain incredibly accurate short-term rainfall predictions
specific to an individual’s journey or location, which can be planned, viewed, and saved within the app.
After being successfully trialled in Peterborough, the app is now being launched nationally! It can be
downloaded from Google Play and App Store.

Getting active
With funding from the Department for Transport
through the Transition Fund, and on behalf of the
Department of Public Health at Peterborough
City Council, PECT worked with more than 3,000
households in Peterborough to improve residents'
health and wellbeing. The aim of the work was to
determine and overcome barriers to active travel.

Explore the city in a new way
The new Walk Peterborough website provides
an even easier way to enjoy walking in your local
area. The website is designed specifically to record
different routes around the city and surrounding
areas. In addition, through mobile optimisation
and GPS data, you can now conveniently map
and follow your route on the go. Visit the website
at www.walkpeterborough.co.uk to find out more.
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Our year at a glance | Health & Wellbeing

Tackling fuel poverty
in South Holland
PECT was awarded funding from the Fenland
Green Power Co-operative to deliver over £45,000
energy savings for low-income households, making
a real impact in the community and improving
residents’ quality of life in South Holland.

Creating warm homes
PECT’s Warm Homes Peterborough was a free energy
advice service and community-based fuel poverty project.
This initiative assisted city residents to enjoy affordable
warmth, whilst also lowering the carbon footprint of
Peterborough communities and conserving limited
natural resources. This project was funded by Scottish
Power Energy People Trust.

There are currently over 40,000 households in this
area, of which more than 3,000 are estimated to
be fuel poor.

Milestone 300+
visits completed
for Healthy Homes
The Healthy Homes project helped residents in
Peterborough and Fenland to enjoy affordable
warmth through home visits. The impact of cold
homes is estimated to cost the NHS £1.5 billion
and accounts for more than 18,000 premature
deaths each year.
The Healthy Homes project has worked to make a
difference in this field and completed 300+ home
visits. As a result of these visits the project has
helped local households save a total of £30,495
per annum through changing energy tariff. In
addition to this, households have saved 112,498kg
carbon and £29,498 per annum through
behavioural changes.

Hampton residents encouraged
to travel more sustainably
A joint initiative between the charities PECT and Sustrans,
working alongside Travelchoice at Peterborough City
Council, saw residents in Hampton benefiting from
support on sustainable travel.
We offered residents help and advice, including
personalised travel plans, to encourage long-term
behaviour change around sustainable travel.
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Highlights
from 2016/17

3,000

6,000
trees planted across the
city and surrounding areas

volunteers engaged
with tree planting days
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Overall investment in
environmental projects

tonnes of greenhouse gas
saved through working
with businesses
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1,200

400+

Where we invested
our funds:

£664,887
Natural Environment

schools achieved
awards on the
Peterborough
Eco Framework

residents
received
personalised
travel plans

1,200

tonnes carbon reduced
through planting trees

£93,640

Community and Education

£129,249

Responsible Resource Use

£336,517
Health and Wellbeing

£105,481

Thank you to our funders and supporters
A Coupland Surfacing
Accent Nene
Age UK Peterborough
Aggregate Industries UK Ltd
Amey
Anglian Water
Anglia Ruskin University
Arts Council England
Axiom Housing
Bagnall and Morris
Big Local
British Gas Energy Trust
Buckles Solicitors
Business Control Solutions

Greater Cambridge Greater
Peterborough Local Enterprise
Partnership
Greater Peterborough UTC
Green Energy Switch
Groundwork East
Handmade in Peterborough
Hunt & Coombs
IKEA Distribution
Innovate UK
Jack Patston
Kenneth Miller Trust
Landyke Trust
Lincolnshire County Council
Loughborough University

Cambridge City Council

Meniscus

Charis Grants

Metal Culture Ltd

City College Peterborough

McCann

Citizens Advice Peterborough

Mick George Community Fund

Clark Bradbury

Nene Coppicing & Crafts

Cranfield University

Nene Park Trust

Cross Keys Homes

Norfolk & Waveney Enterprise Services
Ltd

Dalrod (UK) Ltd

PGR Construction
PPS Print
Public Health Peterborough
Queensgate
Railworld
RiverCare
Sacrewell
Salaam Radio
Salvation Army
ScottishPower Energy People Trust
Seedbed
Shevlin
Skanska
Soil Association Food for Life
St Johns Church
Sundays
Sustainable Cities Network
Sustrans
Sycamore BMW
Tesco Bags of Help
The Forestry Commission
The Happy Chick Company
The Green Backyard

Department for Communities and
Local Government

Northamptonshire County Council

Durman Stearn

Opportunity Peterborough

The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and
Northamptonshire

East Midlands Business

Perkins

The Woodland Trust

Environment Agency

Peterborough Bereavement Services

The YMCA

European Regional Development
Fund

Peterborough City Council

Travelchoice

Peterborough Cathedral

Fenland Green Power Co-operative

University of Lincoln

Peterborough DNA

University Centre Peterborough

fruit to Suit

Peterborough Probation Services

Viridor

GAP Group

Peterborough Regional College

Vivacity Culture & Leisure

Grange Farm Leisure

Postcode Local Trust

Walters Stationers

Nottingham Energy Partnership

A copy of our full statutory accounts, audit report and trustee’s report can be obtained from the charity.
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Get in touch
PECT, The Green House, 4-6 Cowgate, Peterborough PE1 1NA

T: 01733 568408 E: info@pect.org.uk

www.pect.org.uk

Volunteer with us – whether you’re looking to do something
new in your spare time or as part of a business, you can get
involved with PECT and its projects.
Support us – we welcome donations, sponsorship and funding
to support the work we are doing locally and nationally.
Visit our website at www.pect.org.uk - sign up to our
e-newsletter to hear our latest news, events and competitions.
Registered Charity No. 1023929
Printed on recycled paper
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