
Helping to create a cleaner, greener, healthier Peterborough and beyond
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Our Vision:
A sustainable Peterborough.

Our Mission:
To lead and support the city in establishing itself as the UK’s Environment Capital – an 
exemplar of how to deliver truly sustainable growth in order to improve the overall quality 
of life of its people, communities and environment.

What we do
Peterborough Environment City Trust (PECT) is an independent and innovative 
environmental charity helping to create a cleaner, greener and healthier city of 
Peterborough and beyond.

With more than 22 years’ experience working within the city, PECT delivers ground-
breaking projects of local, regional and national significance, enabling change for a 
sustainable future.

Here in the UK we’re currently using resources at such a rate that we need three 
planets to support us, but we’ve just got the one. Things need to change in order to 
enjoy a better quality of life for ourselves, our families and future generations.
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PECT has continued to design and deliver excellent 
projects this year to help create a more sustainable 
Peterborough and beyond. Here are just a few examples.

We presented a Green Festival this year that highlighted 
sustainability issues through innovative and engaging 
art and street theatre. The festival shone in 2015 and 
achieved a fantastic 10,000+ participants and 38 partner 
organisations working together throughout the city and 
surrounding areas.

We engaged with 360 volunteers as part of the Forest for 
Peterborough project, and now have planted over 84,000 
trees in total – a great step towards achieving our “one tree 
for every person in Peterborough” promise.

In addition to this we have launched two affordable 
warmth projects, offering free and impartial energy advice, 
and tips on tariffs and available grants to residents across 
the city – helping people to be more comfortable in their 
own homes, easing worries over fuel bills and enabling 
people to live more sustainably.

This year also saw the launch of our new Peterborough 
Eco Framework. PECT is leading the way nationally with 
our bespoke Eco Framework for Peterborough schools – 
embedding knowledge of sustainability issues into classes 
to inspire the next generation of forward-thinking students.

A huge thank you to everybody that has contributed to the 
successes of this past year. We have even more projects 
and ideas in development and an exciting new strategy in 
the making.

We look forward to working with people across the city 
and beyond over the coming year to continue to achieve a 
positive impact together.

As I write my message from the Chair I 
realise in my “day” job I am involved in three 
significant change programmes for my 
employer and two major clients. Inside and 
outside of work I see that change is happening 
at global, national and local levels with 
increasing interconnection. 

I am sure you feel like me that change is 
continually impacting on our lives. Economic 
pressures fuel uncertainty and we see 
goalposts suddenly changed such as in 
environmental incentives. 

For governments it can be about finding 
efficiencies, and for private companies it is 
about cornering a larger portion of the market. 
What it means for charities is participating in 
a race with increased competition for funding. 
Against that background you could conclude 
that we may not be in the right place at the 
right time.  

In reality as an organisation focussed on 
improving the overall quality of life of the city’s 
people, communities and environment we are 
absolutely needed in this place at this time. The 
PECT Board, Members, staff and magnificent 
volunteers are absolutely passionate about our 
city, its communities, and making a difference 
for a sustainable future.

Carly 
Leonard
CEO

Steve
Magenis
Chair

WELCOME

WWW.PECT.ORG.UK
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MEET THE TEAM
Positive change for achieving a greener, happier, healthier city is at the heart of what we do, and our staff, 
Board, Members and volunteers are passionate advocates for our work.

Meet our Patrons
Ken McKay
Honorary Patron of PECT since 
2012 and currently a Business 
Advisor for The Prince’s Trust. He 
has also been a Non-Executive 

Director (1995-2012) and Chairman 
(2003-2008) of PECT.

Thank you to our volunteers
PECT would like to say a massive thank you to our volunteers. Your vital support enables us to continue 
our charitable work and extend its reach. If you would like to make a difference and find out more about 
volunteering with PECT please email volunteering@pect.org.uk. We would love to hear from you.

Sir Hugh Duberly KCVO, CBE, Knight Commander 
of the Royal Victorian Order
As Lord-Lieutenant he is President of 
Cambridgeshire St John’s Council, Patron of the 
Cambridgeshire British Red Cross, Honorary Colonel 

of the Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force and has links with 
many charity and volunteer organisations in Peterborough and 
Cambridgeshire.
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CELEBRATING OUR 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS
For 22 years PECT has worked with a multitude of communities, schools, businesses, local authorities 
and voluntary organisations to deliver projects that make a real difference. Here is just a snapshot of  
our year.

3,600 
Greeniversity 

learners

3,500 
businesses

in a green-thinking 
network

97% of Peterborough schoolstake part in eco activities10,000+ 
Green Festival 
participants

360  
tree-planting 

volunteers



38
partner 

organisations

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
Our projects enable people to live in a greener way and encourage a 
real feeling of community spirit between neighbours.

The annual Green Festival celebrates eco initiatives happening 
across Peterborough. It is one of the biggest and longest running 
environmental festivals in the UK. 

The 2015 Festival was sponsored by Peterborough City Council’s 
Travelchoice and received funding from the Arts Council to highlight 
sustainability issues through innovative art and street theatre.

Visit www.pect.org.uk/GreenFestival.

“It was heartening to see so many 
people engaging with the varied 
activities. It was good to see such a 
range of artistic practice.”

– Nicky Morgan, Arts Council

10,000+ 
participants
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3,600+ 
learners

85%
rated the course as ‘Outstanding’

Greeniversity is a national green skill share 
initiative that gives people the opportunity to 
teach and learn everything from bee-keeping to 
bike maintenance through free sessions, helping 
to create sustainable communities for the future.  
Visit www.greeniversity.org.uk.

Love Local
A community engagement 
project that aimed to 
tackle health inequalities in 
Peterborough by addressing 
barriers to healthy eating 
through a linked programme 
of cooking skills and nutrition 
knowledge. The project ran 
sessions across five inner-
city hostels, delivering 
healthy cooking classes to 
adults who, for a variety 
of reasons, are homeless, 
socially isolated or 
unemployed. 

2,173 
sessions held 

since 2010

160 new learnersOct 2014-Sept 2015
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“Greeniversity is great fun. You meet people from all 
walks of life, who are always keen to learn and to share 
their experiences. I ran a class in my local Waitrose 
which was packed to the rafters with people eager to 
find out how to start growing their own vegetables.”
- Gareth Richards, Greeniversity teacher

“I’ve never cooked for myself before. I grew up living on 
microwave meals, so that’s all I knew. These workshops 
have shown me that it can actually be pretty quick and 
easy to create delicious meals using basic ingredients.”

– 24 year old male participant



Forest for Peterborough is an exciting project to 
plant over 180,000 trees in and around the city 
and surrounding countryside by 2030. The aim is 
to plant one tree for every person living in the city. 
PECT wants to increase tree coverage to create 
a network of wooded areas, improving our green 
spaces, and the quality of air we breathe.  

Woodland Heritage 
in Action
Woodland Heritage in Action (WHiA) focuses 
on the historical significance of woodland for the 
cultural, environmental and economic wellbeing 
of Peterborough. Local schools and communities 
have the opportunity to learn traditional skills 
associated with woodlands, such as practical 
woodland management, woodcraft, and bush craft.  

12 
teachers trained

as Level 3 
Forest School leaders

45 

visitors
on average attended 

Saturday events

6,000  
trees planted 

last season

360  
volunteers involved 

last year
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“Living within the local vicinity of this project I shall 
forever see the fruits of your / our labour and will enjoy 
seeing the hedgerow grow over the coming years!” 
– Forest for Peterborough volunteer

“WHiA’s biggest strength is its team of core volunteers 
who literally do anything, anytime to support the project 
and each other – which is amazing. The team has become 
like a family to each other.” 

- Matthew Robinson, WHiA Volunteer Manager



Warm Homes Peterborough is a free energy 
advice service working with partners in the 
local community to help Peterborough residents 
enjoy affordable warmth, whilst lowering the 
city’s carbon footprint and conserving limited 
natural resources. This project is funded by the 
ScottishPower Energy People Trust. 

 
Energy Matters
Our Energy Matters project is advising residents in 
the Central ward of Peterborough on energy tariffs, 
providing information on available government 
grants, and giving energy saving tips. This project 
is funded by Ebico.

• £129 average annual savings made by residents 
from simple behavioural changes

 
 

 
Glinton & Peakirk CIC
PECT worked together with the villages Glinton 
and Peakirk to help establish and constitute a 
Community Interest Company (CIC) focused on 
delivering Community Energy schemes that could 
provide a long-term income for reinvestment back 
into local community initiatives.

• 1/3 of overall project budget saved and 
reinvested into the newly formed CIC 

• 2 villages involved in the scheme

£156 
average 
saving

by switching tariffs

74% 
of residents

either applied or 
signposted to the £140 
Warm Home Discount
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“It is really nice 
that there is 
someone out there 
that can help us.” 
– Resident from 
Orton Goldhay

“We found this very informative and 
helpful – thank you we have learned a 
lot.” 

– Resident from Central ward



Skills for the Future
Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Skills 
for the Future was initially a two-year project. 
However, because of the project’s success it was 
fortunate enough to gain an extra two years’ 
funding. The aim of the project was to close the 
gap in the heritage sector between employment 
opportunities and the skills needed to fill roles.   

Werrington Brook 
Improvements
PECT has teamed up with Peterborough City 
Council and the Environment Agency to work 
on an exciting river improvement programme 
in Peterborough. The Werrington Brook 
Improvements is a 5+ year programme looking at 
ways of holistically improving a sub-catchment of 
the River Welland.

18 
traineescompleted 1 year training course 

20km 

of water body 

will benefit from 

the scheme

71kmsq  

catchment 

boundary

83% 
of trainees

went on to gain employment 

in the heritage sector
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“I’d go as far to say that in the however many years I’ve 
been in the local authority now – it’s been one of the best 
opportunities that I think I’ve ever had to be able to give 
young people a start out in life and an opportunity.” 

- Darren Sharpe, from Peterborough City Council

“I look forward to work being carried out on Cuckoos 
Hollow and the watercourse that feeds it, improving 
aeration, increasing fish stocks and generally 
improving the flow.”

- Chris Mabbutt, from Cuckoos Hollow 
RiverCare and Werrington 
Neighbourhood Council



SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION
Environmental Education is a vital part of Peterborough’s 
ambition to become the UK’s Environment Capital. PECT runs a 
number of projects in local schools to support the delivery of eco 
education and to help schools reduce their carbon footprint.

“PECT has provided great support 
for our school. The twilights are a 
great opportunity to hear about 
‘being eco’, gather ideas and 
network with other schools.”

– Teacher feedback

Environmental 
Education
PECT acts as a single point of contact for schools 
and other local environmental education providers 
in Peterborough to facilitate a collaborative and 
co-ordinated city-wide approach to eco education. 
This enables us to inspire future generations of 
Peterborough residents to live sustainably and 
encourages positive behaviour change.

45 
teachers  
attended twilight 

sessions

97% of Peterborough 
schools take part in 
eco activities
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PECT is leading the way nationally with its new 
and bespoke Eco Framework for Peterborough 
schools – embedding knowledge of sustainability 
issues into classes to inspire the next generation of 
forward-thinking students. 

As part of the new framework, schools can gain 
accreditation in each of the 10 Environment 
Capital themes. 

“It’s great to see so many young people supporting 
Peterborough in creating the UK’s Environment Capital. 
Reducing the amount of energy we use, increasing the 
amount we recycle and generally minimising our impact 
on the environment is key to creating a greener future.”

– Cllr John Holdich, leader and cabinet member for 
education, skills and university at Peterborough 
City Council

The successes of Peterborough Schools are 
celebrated at the annual Peterborough Eco 
Education Awards (PEEAs). This is an all-day event 
where over 20 schools from across the city share 
their eco projects, take part in fun activities and 
are recognised for their achievements.

The PEEAs showcase the excellent Eco Education 
project work that takes place in Peterborough 
schools, to share best practice and celebrate 
achievements.

5 
schools
gained awards in

individual themes

120 
pupils

entered flag 

competition for 

Peterborough Eco 

Framework

“Great way to celebrate children’s 
achievements. Gives them a sense of where they 
fit in the local, national, and global picture.”

– Teacher feedback

9/10 Peterborough Eco 
Framework themes covered
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SUSTAINABLE BUSINESSES
PECT is working with businesses throughout Peterborough and 
across the UK to help them cut their carbon footprints, increase 
profits and become more sustainable.

SUSTAIN Lincolnshire helped 
businesses across Lincolnshire 
become more competitive, 
save money and reduce their 
impact on the environment.  

SUSTAIN Lincolnshire was 
a partnership between 
Lincolnshire County Council and the University of 
Lincoln, and part funded through the European Regional 
Development Fund.

£309,077 
saving by

businesses
in 2015 

884,602kg  
reduction in business 

carbon emissions

“The audit that SUSTAIN Lincolnshire did for our business was 
exactly what we had been looking for. Simple, no nonsense, common-
sense advice on how to save money on our energy bills. The audit 
gave us the confidence that the capital expense was going to be well 
worth it - we should have done it a long time ago!” 

– Boston West Golf Club
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Investors in the Environment (iiE) is a national 
not-for-profit environmental accreditation scheme. 
It is designed to help businesses save money, 
reduce their impact on the environment, and get 
promoted for their green credentials.

Commitment is 
demonstrated with a 
recognised stamp of 
accreditation. The scheme 
allows businesses to 
keep ahead of emerging 
environmental legislation, 
involves staff in securing 
operational efficiencies, 
and raises their 
corporate profile.
Visit www.iie.uk.com.

“The networking and 
promotional possibilities 
within iiE are brilliant!”  
– Robert Buck from IKEA 
Distribution

Investors in the Environment 
(iiE) Consultancy has over 15 
years’ experience in helping 
both public and private 
sector clients reduce their 
environmental impacts and 
increase profits. 
The organisation delivers high quality 
environmental consultancy services. It builds 
relationships with clients, working alongside them 
to help them achieve their environmental goals.

13 
counties
in the UK with 
iiE members

3,500 
businesses

in a green-thinking 
network

£7,000 
saved

on average per business
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Zero Waste Week 
Zero Waste Week is an annual national initiative 
run by Investors in the Environment. This year’s 
event took place in February 2015, and it offered 
businesses a fantastic opportunity to reduce their 
waste. Regardless of whether they were able to 
achieve zero waste to landfill, any reduction has 
the potential to save money and inspire long-term 
behaviour change. 

 

Smart Fengate
Smart Fengate – part of the smart city programme, 
Peterborough DNA – has continued to support and 
develop a strong cohesive network of businesses 
through developing a sharing economy approach 
to business challenges. This year, the project 
brought businesses together to collaborate in an 
eco-efficient way by maximising local resources 
and sharing services. 

34 
bags of litter

collected on the Zero Waste 
Week Litter Pick

“Like many start-ups, we could not have fulfilled our vision 
without the support of Peterborough DNA. Their support 
has been fundamental to accessing other opportunities to 
deliver our project in other parts of the country.” 

- Roger and Margaret Wilson-Hind, Screenreader.net 

82% 
average reduction

in landfill from the businesses 

70+ 
businesses

involved with 

the project£70,000 
awarded 
to develop new 
eco technology
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Unrestricted 
Funds (£)

Designated 
Funds (£)

Restricted 
Funds (£)

Total Funds 
2015 (£)

Total Funds 
2014 (£)

 
Incoming resources from generated funds

Voluntary income 497 26,700 29,415 56,612 153,854

Activities for generating funds 3,417,245 - - 3,417,245 2,343,685

Investment income 10,171 - - 10,171 14,743

Incoming resources from charitable activities - 364,600 186,495 551,095 629,342

Total incoming resources 3,427,913 391,300 215,910 4,035,123 3,141,624

 
Resources expended

Costs of generating funds 3,204,272 - - 3,204,272 2,192,450

Charitable activities 164,978 422,828 219,576 807,382 925,226

Governance costs 45,012 11,030 752 56,794 51,856

Total resources expended 3,414,262 433,858 220,327 4,068,448 3,169,532

Net (expenditure)/income before transfers 13,651 (42,558) (4,417) (33,324) (27,908)

Net interest in associates for the year (77) - - (77) 2,219

Transfers

Gross transfers between funds 34,204 (16,733) (17,471) - -

Net movements in funds 47,778 (59,291) (21,888) (33,401) (25,689)

 
Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 311,306 1,120,595 167,265 1,599,166 1,624,855

Total funds carried forward 359,084 1,061,304 145,377 1,565,765 1,599,166

SUMMARY FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Group Undertakings 
This summary financial information shows the income raised for our activities, the cost of raising 
the income and the amounts spent on our charitable activities. The information is taken from the full 
financial statements which were approved by the trustees for the year ending 31 March 2015.

The full statutory accounts have been subject to an external audit and an unqualified report has been issued. The statutory accounts and trustees’ report shall 
be submitted to the Charity Commission and Registrar of Companies. A copy of the full statutory accounts, audit report and trustees’ report can be obtained 
from the Charity’s Head Office.

Steve Magenis, Chairman | Andrew Heeler, Company Secretary Registered Charity No. 1023929
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NB: Where group is referenced, it includes both the charity and trading arm, and where charity is referenced, it relates only to PECT.

As an independent charity, PECT relies on the generosity of businesses, communities and grant giving 
organisations to help fund the work we do. 

We’re grateful to every funder who recognises PECT’s ability to successfully deliver high quality, 
innovative projects. Thanks to your support, we have raised £607,707, enabling us to continue our work 
to help create cleaner, greener and healthier places.

How the Charity is Funded
How the Charity Spent 

its Resources                      

£814,674 £864,518  

Grants/Contracts/ 
Business Consultancy £551,095 

Gift Aid   £183,000 

Donations 
(Corporate & Individual) £39,912  

Rental Income  £21,089  

Sponsorship  £16,700  

Other Income  £2,878  

Business £217,704 

Communities £235,999 

Education £108,916

Fundraising £52,411  

Marketing £38,622  

Support  £165,854 

Governance £45,012  
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NEXT YEAR WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO…

Launching a Walk Peterborough website to 
encourage greater use of walking routes 
throughout the city and surrounding areas.

Working with schools to promote 
sustainable transport.

Opening a community café and running 
associated events in Westwood.
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In 2006 we founded our subsidiary company 
PECT Consultancy Limited (PCL). PCL 
delivers a range of energy related services 
across the UK, in its key areas of operation:

• Energy Services Scheme.
• Energy Performance Surveys.
• Energy Efficiency Programmes.
• Training Centre.
 
For more information visit www.pcl-ltd.co.uk.

Key Achievements in 2015: 

• 2,000+ energy efficiency measures 
installed, saving over 50,000t CO2

• 200+ energy efficiency boilers installed, 
saving residents over £2.5m on their 
lifetime fuel bills

• 2,000+ energy surveys completed

• 40 people trained in energy efficiency 
related subjects



A Coupland Surfacing
Accent Nene
Age UK Peterborough
Aggregate Industries UK Ltd
Anglian Water
Anglia Ruskin University
Arts Council 
Axiom Housing
Bagnall and Morris
BBC Radio Cambridgeshire
Big Local
Blok Collective
Bretton Parish Council
Brian Rankin, Graphic Artist
Buckles Solicitors
Business Control Solutions
Big Tree Plant
Burghley House Preservation Trust
Cambridgeshire Pride
Cambridge City Council 
Children’s University
Chris Avery Photography
City College Peterborough
City of Peterborough Academy
Citizens Advice Peterborough
Community Learning Trust 
CP Learning Trust
Cross Keys Homes
Dalrod (UK) Ltd
Durman Stearn
Ebico Trust
Environment Agency
Envirolution
ESP Magazine
Fruit to Suit
GAP Group

Garfield Weston Foundation
Grange Farm Leisure
Great Northern Hotel
Handmade in Peterborough
Heart FM
Heritage Lottery Fund
IKEA Distribution
Innovate UK
J Shelvin Ltd
John Henry and Sons
Landyke Trust
Lincolnshire County Council
Loughborough University
Manit Contractors
Meniscus
Metal Culture Ltd
Mick George Community Fund
Natural England
Nene Park Trust
Nene Valley Living
Northamptonshire County Council
Northwick Trust 
Nottingham Energy Partnership
One Planet Bristol
Opportunity Peterborough
PECT Consultancy Ltd
Perkins
Peterborough Bereavement Services
Peterborough City Council
Peterborough Cathedral
Peterborough Community Radio
Peterborough DNA
Peterborough Foyer
Peterborough Probation Services
Peterborough Regional College
Peterborough Telegraph

Public Health Peterborough
Queensgate
Railworld
Rivercare
Sacrewell
Salvation Army 
ScottishPower Energy People Trust
Seedbed 
Skanska
St. Johns Church
Stagecoach
Sundays
Sustainable Cities Network
Sustrans
Sycamore BMW
The Forestry Commission
The Green Backyard
The Moment Magazine
The Tedworth Charitable Trust
The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
The Woodland Trust
The YMCA
Travelchoice
Trees for Cities
UK Power Networks
University Centre Peterborough
Viridor
Vivacity Culture & Leisure
Waitrose
Walters Stationers
WestRaven Community Group
Yorkshire Energy Partnership
Zumba with Veronika

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FUNDERS 
AND SUPPORTERS
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Get in touch
• Volunteer with us – whether you’re looking 

to do something new in your spare time or 
as part of a business, you can get involved 
with PECT and its projects.

• Support us – we welcome donations, 
sponsorship and funding to support 
the great work we are doing locally and 
nationally.

• Visit our website at www.pect.org.uk - sign 
up to our e-newsletter to hear our latest 
news, events and competitions.

Peterborough Environment City Trust 
The Green House 
4-6 Cowgate 
Peterborough PE1 1NA

T: 01733 568408

E: info@pect.org.uk 

Peterborough Environment City Trust

@SustainableCity

www.pect.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1023929


