
Helping to create a cleaner, greener, healthier Peterborough and beyond

Annual Report 2014



What we do

Peterborough Environment City Trust (PECT) 
is an independent charity that is challenging and 
supporting the city of Peterborough and beyond to 
become cleaner, greener, and healthier.

We work with communities, schools, businesses, local 
authorities and voluntary organisations to deliver a 
range of projects and initiatives. PECT has delivered 
groundbreaking and innovative projects of local, 
regional and national significance, enabling change for a 
sustainable future.
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30,194

16,600

Our Vision:  
A sustainable Peterborough.

Our Mission:  
To lead and support the city in 
establishing itself as the UK’s 
Environment Capital - an exemplar of 
how to deliver truly sustainable growth 
in order to improve the overall quality 
of life of its people, communities and 
environment.

 

Businesses engaged

 

Trees planted

 

Pupils involved in environmental projects

1,700

In the past year...

BUSINESSES

COMMUNITIES

EDUCATION



Welcome from us
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I’m delighted to join PECT and am looking forward to adding to 
the already impressive list of achievements made this year.  2013 
marked 20 years of positive action, and I’m delighted that the 
significant impact of our projects has continued throughout 2014.

There have been many fantastic project outcomes across the 
different strands of work.  With Love Local we’ve engaged 
over 600 pupils in healthy cooking classes,  and thanks to our 
Environmental Education programme,  Peterborough is now 
ranked 2nd in England for Eco Schools.  As well as this, we’ve 
planted over 30,000 trees last season alone as part of the Forest 
for Peterborough project.

As an organisation, we appreciate the enormity of global 
environmental challenges.  We remain committed to making a 
valuable contribution through the exemplar work we carry out 
locally and nationally.

Furthermore, we are determined in working towards our long 
term vision of delivering a truly sustainable Peterborough, and 
beyond.  I am very much looking forward to 2015 and what is in 
store for PECT for the next 12 months!

 

This year marked another tremendously successful year for PECT. 
Increasingly,  we are seeing PECT’s innovative projects gaining 
recognition nationally and across Europe,  placing Peterborough 
firmly on the map and as a hub for sustainable innovation. 

A major milestone for the city this year was recognition within 
the Centre for Cities report,  detailing Peterborough as its fastest 
growing city.  Whilst this comes with its own challenges, we see 
this as an opportunity to influence sustainable development as 
the city continues to grow.  This year also marks new beginnings 
as we welcome our incoming Chief Executive, Carly Leonard. 
With a passion for sustainable development and appetite for 
further success, the board looks forward to another great year 
with Carly at the helm.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rachel Huxley for 
all her fantastic work as out-going Chief Executive.  Rachel made 
a great contribution to getting us to where we are today – she 
is highly thought of and will be personally missed by everyone at 
PECT.

And finally I would like to sincerely thank all the partners who 
have made this year so successful: our staff,  board and members, 
patrons, our Peterborough residents, schools and businesses, and 
our funders and volunteers – without you, our ambitious plans 
would never come to fruition. 

Hello from 
the new CEO
Carly Leonard

Message from 
the Chair 
Steve Magenis
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SUSTAIN
SUSTAIN works with a wide range of businesses in 
Lincolnshire, from manufacturing and transport to food and 
drink, to support business efficiency and cut costs.  The free 
service has already saved businesses hundreds of thousands of 
pounds as well as achieving significant reductions in water use 
and landfill waste.  

Phase 1 (until October 2013)

Phase 2
The project looks forward to achieving equally impressive 
outputs throughout the second phase. So far this year 44 
businesses have been supported.

We’d highly recommend working with 
SUSTAIN – they have extensive knowledge 
that assisted us to implement systems that 
reduce our impact on the environment and 
save money!  
– Sarah Oates, Brook and Mayo

£362,444 7,842 
 tonnes

417 
 tonnes19,187m3

Business savings Water saved Waste savedCO2 reductions

Businesses take part in an Environmental Management System training day
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In 2014 we  
helped save  
businesses

£120,788
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Investors in the Environment (iiE) is a not-for-profit 
accreditation scheme helping businesses in the UK 
go green.  iiE now boasts over 250 members in 
over 13 counties, helping businesses cut costs and 
save money, whilst reducing their impact on the 
environment.  To discover more visit the website at 
www.iie.uk.com

 
 

 

Our accreditation with iiE is based 
on a really broad set of criteria to 
engage staff and recognise their work 
in lots of different areas, not just the 
regulatory side of the business.  We 
enjoy being part of a green collective, 
with lots of opportunities for 
networking and sharing best practice 
with colleagues in other sectors.  
– Yorkshire Water

Investors in the Environment Consultancy is a not-for-profit 
consultancy,  which provides help and advice to businesses 
to reduce impact on the environment and save money.  This 
year the Environmental Management Network was launched 
- a series of events and online forums to encourage sharing 
of best practice amongst business clients.

 
 

 
We’ve cut the cost of our bills because we’ve 
stopped wasting energy. It’s about working 
smarter and Investors in the Environment  
helps get you on the right track.  
– David Zulman, Chairman of the Board at Ashbury Chocolates

Saved on 
average per 

business

250 1,600

Members in over 
13 counties 

Businesses in a green-
thinking network

Electric Corby with one of their Charging Points, 

which will help to reduce pollution from petrol and 

diesel powered vehicles

A delicious batch of Ashbury Chocolates

£8,000

At Ashbury 
Chocolates

reduced
by 20%

Forecast reduction 
in energy costs at 

Oakham Enterprise 
Park’s Sport Centre

40%
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SMART FENGATE
Part of Peterborough DNA – a project working 
to shape a smarter,  more sustainable city – Smart 
Fengate works directly with businesses to enable 
them to become sustainable in every sense, 
economically robust with a low environmental 
impact.  This year,  over 70 businesses have been 
involved in the project and £50,000 has been 
awarded to develop new eco technology.

 
 

Smart Fengate has given us the 
opportunity to meet with so many 
other local businesses – without 
the project this wouldn’t have 
been possible. We think that Smart 
Fengate is going to make Fengate a 
better place to work for everyone 
and help the area realise its potential. 
– Mandy Walters from Walters 

70 £50,000

Businesses supported 
in Fengate

Support  
provided

Creating a business network in Fengate
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ECO 

This year,  PCL worked with utility 
companies to save 25,000 tonnes of 
UK domestic carbon emissions.  As a 
result of £2.1m in funding from the 
Energy Companies Obligation (ECO), 
PCL installed over 1,500 insulation 
measures to properties in England 
and Wales,  saving residents over 
£1.3m on their heating bills.

GREEN DEAL

PCL is a Green Deal advisory 
organisation.  As a part of this role, 
PCL conducts energy consumption 
assessments at domestic properties 
and then offers a wide range of 
measures to help improve efficiency. 
PCL is currently generating a network 
of independent Green Deal Advisors 
to service the whole of the UK.  

ENERGY SERVICES

Now in its 8th year,  the Energy 
Services Scheme works with over 
30 Registered Social Landlords and 
is PCL’s longest running project.  
Last year the scheme successfully 
transferred over 10,000 empty social 
housing properties to a cheaper 
default energy supplier,  saving 
landlords money and providing new 
residents with immediate energy.

TRAINING

PCL has trained over 100 people in 
its energy efficiency courses that span 
a breadth of different industries.  The 
PCL assessment centre is approved 
by City & Guilds,  ABBE and EDI,  and 
delivers courses that truly reflect the 
practical issues and working scenarios 
of the energy efficiency sector.   

Very good training, the 
assessors were great at 
listening and instructing. 
Overall it was a great 
learning curve.
– Hugh Honeyman, student

25,000
tonnes 100

10,000

Emissions saved People trained

Social housing properties 
transferred to cheaper suppliers
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7,160 
people actively engaged in 

community events or  
projects in 2014

LOVE LOCAL 
Love Local is a project that encourages people to build new 
relationships with food through its  ‘Let’s get growing’  and 
‘Let’s cook and eat’  workshops,  as well as setting up local 
food groups and running community events.  Love Local 
tackled obesity in some of the most deprived areas of the city, 
with over 500 people taking part in 97 growing and cooking 
workshops since October 2013. 

The sessions have encouraged me to try new 
veg. I eat more healthily now and think about 
what I eat.   
– 19 year old participant from Peterborough

A Love Local Community ‘Let’s Cook and eat’ session at the YMCA

97 514 2

Cooking 
and growing 
workshops

Large community 
events held, 
reaching 400 

people

People took part

8
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Local people take part in a willow weaving class

Residents learn how to bake pizza

Greeniversity is a community skills project that teaches people how to live in a way that values their environment. 
Greeniversity now has over 3,000 members,  sharing sustainable hobbies and interests such as cooking,  growing,  and 
making and mending.  Find your nearest Greeniversity group by visiting www.greeniversity.org.uk

By teaching others, I also learn new things, because people learn from each other.   
– Shirley Flowers, Greeniversity craft teacher

2,000 3,000 73%

Members across the UK Members used skills learnt 
in everyday life

Classes taught since 2010

THE 
SAINSBURY

FAMILY 
CHARITABLE 

TRUSTS

Mushroom growing & cooking classes are always popular



Su
st

ai
n
ab

le
 c

o
m

m
u
n
it
ie

s

10

Working in partnership with Keep Britain 
Tidy, we created 4 Rivercare groups in 
Peterborough.  Volunteers held regular 
events and workshops to raise awareness 
of water waste, educating the public on the 
importance of responsible water usage.   
 
 

 
 

Peterborough had a great 
World Rivers Day. Down 
at the Key Theatre we met 
lovely new people, regulars 
and raised more awareness 
with our banners. Oh, and we 
collected 11 bags of rubbish!  
– Rivercare volunteer

Sponsored by Peterborough City Council’s Travelchoice, this 
year’s Green Festival promoted the green community ethos 
in novel and engaging ways.  The Green Festival brought 
bands,  a cycle-powered sound system, music workshops, 
Zumba classes, carnival games and even a flash mob in 
Peterborough City Centre.  The Green Festival will return on 
Saturday 23rd May 2015, for more details visit  
www.pect.org.uk

 
 

 

We had some fab feedback from the audience, 
and I definitely saw several children come 
through the marquee three or four times. 
Clearly everyone taking part in the games had 
loads of fun and I know I really enjoyed it.   
– Becky Owen-Fisher, Blok Collective performer

Families directly 
engaged

Employees 
participated in 

sustainable travel 
breakfasts

People reached 
through press 

coverage

The Rivercare team with their latest haul of  

unsightly litter

The Travelchoice flash mob strut their stuff

Stalls and attractions were full of colour 

130 30,000125 

900 33%

Hours committed 
by volunteers

Reduction in 
water use by 

Water Watchers
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WOODLAND 
HERITAGE
The Woodland Heritage project manages 
over 20 hectares of ancient woodland in 
Bretton and encourages local people to take 
part in skills and crafts that demonstrate 
forest history and promotes active roles in 
conservation.  This year over 1,500 people 
engaged with Woodland Heritage,  helping 
the project vastly improve the relationship 
between the community and its woodland.  

 
 

The idyllic woodland locations 
are a great way to escape the 
stresses of modern day life. 
You learn crafts and skills of 
your ancestors and, through 
their therapeutic nature, find 
a great sense of calm and 
relaxation.  
– Ben Allard, Volunteer

Launched in 2010, Forest for Peterborough engages families 
and local businesses through its planting days and events.  
The project has already vastly grown the city’s green spaces, 
with 74,119 trees planted in total, improving air quality and 
creating a network of wooded areas. 

 
 

Tree planting with the Forest for Peterborough 
project was a really good experience. It was 
nice to get out of the office for the afternoon 
and spend some time with others in the team 
that you maybe don’t deal with on a day-to-day 
basis. It was nice to think that we were helping 
the local community and improving the area in 
which we live and work.  
– Jessica Jacobs, Customer Support Coordinator,  A B Agri

128 1,500

Volunteers received 
training on craft and 
conservation days

Trees planted last 
season

Willow trees planted 
for a maze at East of 
England Showground

Year-old ancient 
woodland now 
with improved 

access

Traditional craft activities

The Urban Orchard, planted at The Green 
Backyard on Oundle Road

Local volunteers make their contribution

30,194 10,000
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Peterborough is ranked  
2nd in England for  

number of  
Eco Schools

ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION
PECT’s environmental education team provides support and 
resources to schools across Peterborough to enable them to 
become sustainable schools.  This support ranges from on-site 
visits, after-school training,  newsletters and bespoke projects 
on specific topics such as Peterborough Powerdown Fortnight,  
Love Local and Peterborough Eco Education Awards.

I really appreciate all the support and 
opportunities provided.   
– Peterborough Primary School Teacher

Pupils from Eye C of E Primary School sharing their Owl Box project!

Schools 
benefitted from 
direct support

Teachers 
attended twilight 

sessions

4048

12
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LOVE LOCAL  
IN SCHOOLS
Love Local helps change young people’s attitudes toward 
healthy food, showcasing the benefits of local produce and 
simple nutritious recipes.  Love Local has worked with 19 
schools and engaged with over 600 pupils,  making significant 
strides in tackling acute levels of childhood obesity in 
Peterborough. 

 
 

 
My son is a very, very picky eater. But since the 
Love Local lessons, he has not put up so much 
resistance to trying new things, like vegetables.  
– Parent from Wittering Primary School

Pupils reached Lessons held Teachers and staff 
engaged

Pupils from Gunthorpe Primary reading about 
Wittering Primary’s Love Local Work

Students at Nene Valley Primary School 

enjoying their healthy smoothies

60 50600

SKILLS FOR THE 
FUTURE 
Skills for the Future is a four-year Heritage 
Lottery funded project aiming to improve 
perceptions of culture and heritage, 
highlighting its legacy and positive impact 
to the area.  The project equipped trainees 
with the practical skills and experience 
needed to work in the environmental, 
heritage and conservation sector.  Following 
the programme, 90% of trainees secured 
employment within the sector. 

 
 

The valuable experience I 
gained on my traineeship was 
at my fingertips throughout 
a subsequent job interview 
and really helped me get the 
job! The traineeship has set 
me up perfectly for this new 
challenge.   
– Peter, former trainee and now working 
as Countryside Ranger at the South 
Downs Centre 

18 90%
Trainee 

placements across 
4 years

Now employed 
within the sector
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PETERBOROUGH 
POWERDOWN 
FORTNIGHT
Peterborough Powerdown Fortnight involves a series 
of activities aimed at raising energy awareness in 
schools.  This year over 1,000 pupils took part in 37 
sustainable energy lessons.  Groups enjoyed a range 
of interactive and hands-on workshops, learning about 
renewable energy and how to reduce their impact on 
the environment.

 
 

We really enjoyed it – it increased 
awareness of energy issues throughout 
our school. This was a good learning 
experience for all of us at Discovery. 
– Teacher from Discovery Primary School

37 1,000
Lessons in sustainable 

energy given to 
Peterborough schools

Pupils took part in 
energy lessons

Pupils get creative to share the ‘Save Energy’ message

The Eco Education Awards is a chance for schools in 
Peterborough to share best practice and celebrate 
achievements.  This year 19 schools attended the awards 
at Nene Park Academy.  The awards included a full day of 
fun eco activities, aimed at inspiring the next generation of 
eco champions.

 

Fun, fun fun! And we got an award!  
– Pupil attending the Awards

A fabulous day, there was lots of learning  
and support for every school.  
– Teacher from St. Augustine’s Junior School at the Awards

Year of Peterborough 
Eco Education Awards

Pupils attended

Pupils enjoyed the day’s activities

100

St Thomas More RC Primary School  
celebrates receiving their award
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Next year we’re looking forward to…

• Conducting groundbreaking research to define a 
sustainable city and start creating the road map to 
achieve it.

• Engaging people citywide to increase awareness, 
support and participation in our projects.

• Delivering the Environment Capital’s One Planet Living 
principle through a series of events and workshops.

• Volunteer with us – whether you’re looking to do something new in your spare 
time or as a part of your business, you can get involved in a project like Forest 
for Peterborough and plant a tree or share a skill with people in your community 
through our Greeniversity sessions.

• Support us –  we welcome donations, sponsorship and funding to support the 
great work we are doing in the city.

• Make a change – whether you are an individual, school or business, we have a 
range of projects where you can get involved, show us your support and make a 
difference.

• Sign up to our monthly e-newsletter to hear about all  
our latest news, events and competitions. www.pect.org.uk

Get involved 



16

Summary Financial Information

Group Undertakings

This summary financial information shows the income raised for our activities, the cost of raising the income and 
the amounts spent on our charitable activities. The information is taken from the full financial statements which 
were approved by the trustees for the year ended 31 March 2014.

The full statutory accounts have been subject to an external audit and an unqualified report has been issued.  The statutory accounts and 
trustees’ report shall be submitted to the Charity Commission and Registrar of Companies.  A copy of the full statutory accounts, audit 
report and trustees’ report can be obtained from the Charity’s Head Office. 

Steve Magenis, Chairman  |   Andrew Heeler, Company Secretary Registered Charity No. 1023929

Unrestricted 
Funds (£)

Designated 
Funds (£)

Restricted  
Funds (£)

Total Funds  
2014 (£)

Total Funds  
2013 (£)

INCOMING RESOURCES

Incoming resources from generated funds

 Voluntary income 36 23,325 130,493 153,854 85,836

 Activities for generating funds  2,343,685 - - 2,343,685 5,802,452

 Investment income 14,743 - - 14,743 19,529

Incoming resources from charitable activities 30 212,363 416,949 629,342 652,846

Total incoming resources 2,358,494 235,688 547,442 3,141,624 6,560,663

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Costs of generating funds 2,192,450 - - 2,192,450 5,133,520

Charitable activities 166,844 331,351 427,031 925,226 806,258

Governance costs 37,011 8,914 5,931 51,856 34,206

Total resources expended 2,396,305 340,265 432,962 3,169,532 5,973,984

Net (expenditure)/income before transfers (37,811) (104,577) 114,480 (27,908) 586,679

Net interest in associates for the year 2,219 - - 2,219 (211)

TRANSFERS

Gross transfers between funds 2,087 23,067 (25,154) - -

Net movements in funds (33,505) (81,510) 89,326 (25,689) 586,468

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward 344,811 1,202,105 77,939 1,624,855 1,038,387

Total funds carried forward 311,306 1,120,595 167,265 1,599,166 1,624,855
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Finances and Fundraising 

We rely on the generosity of businesses, communities and grant giving organisations to 
help fund the work we do. 

The tough economic climate has made fundraising particularly challenging this year but thanks to your support, we 
have secured £783,196 enabling us to work with 25,460 people to help make Peterborough a greener,  healthier, 
happier place.

Grant, Contracts, Business & Consultancy  £629,342
Donations    £131,904
Sponsorship    £21,950
Other Income    £18,183
Bank Interest    £5,120
Gift Aid from Subsidiary   £131,043

Total     £937,542

Business     £141,555
Communities   £398,583
Education   £137,504
Fundraising   £29,700
Governance   £37,011
Marketing   £53,558
Support    £179,422

Total    £977,333

FUNDING SPENDING

How the Charity Is Funded How the Charity Spent Its Resources 

NB:  Where group is referenced, it includes both the charity and trading arm, and where charity is referenced, it relates only to PECT.
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Meet our Patrons

KEN MCKAY
Honorary patron of 
PECT since 2012 and 
currently a Business 
Advisor at The Prince’s 
Trust. He has also 
been a Non-Executive 
Director (1995-2012) and 
Chairman (2003-2008) of 
PECT.

MR HUGH DUBERLY 
CBE, HER MAJESTY’S 
LORD-LIEUTENANT OF 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
 As Lord-Lieutenant he is President of 
Cambridgeshire St. John’s Council, Patron 
of the Cambridgeshire British Red Cross, 
Honorary Colonel of the Cambridgeshire 
Army Cadet Force and has links with many 
charity and volunteer organisations in 
Peterborough and Cambridgeshire.

Meet the Team
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A Coupland Surfacing

Age UK

Aggregate Industries UK Ltd

Aldanah Photography

Anglian Water

Axiom Housing

Bagnall and Morris

BBC Radio Cambridgeshire

Bettaland Products Ltd

Big Local

Blok Collective

Bretton Parish Council

Buckles Solicitors

Burghley House Preservation Trust

Cambridgeshire Pride

City College Peterborough

Community Learning Trust

CP Learning Trust

Cross Keys Homes

Dalrod (UK) Ltd

Envirolution

ESP Magazine

Fruit to Suit

GAP Group

Garfield Weston Foundation

Heart FM

Heritage Lottery Fund

IKEA

J. Shelvin Ltd

John Henry and Sons

Keep Britain Tidy

Landyke Trust

Lincolnshire County Council

Manit Contractors

Metal Culture Ltd

Nene Park Trust

Nene Valley Living 

Nesta

Northamptonshire County Council 

Nottingham Energy Partnership

One Planet Bristol 

Opportunity Peterborough

Perkins

Peterborough City Council

Peterborough DNA

Peterborough Foyer

Peterborough Probation Services 

Peterborough Regional College

Peterborough Telegraph

Public Health Peterborough

Queensgate

Sacrewell

Skanska

Sustainable Cities Network

Sustrans

The Big Tree Plant

The Forestry Commission

The Green Backyard

The Moment Magazine

The Tedworth Charitable Trust

The Wildlife Trusts

The Woodland Trust

The YMCA

Travelchoice

Trees for Cities

University Centre Peterborough

Vivacity

Waitrose

Woodlands Farm

Yorkshire Energy Partnership

Thanks!

Thank you to all our funders and supporters



 www.pect.org.uk

GET IN TOUCH
Peterborough Environment City Trust
The Green House
4-6 Cowgate
Peterborough
PE1 1NA

T 01733 568408
E  info@pect.org.uk

      @SustainableCity

      Peterborough Environment City Trust

Registered Charity No. 1023929


