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Classification 

In 1735, Swedish Scientist Carl Linnaeus first published a system 

for classifying all living things. An adapted version of this      

system is still used today: The Linnaeus System. Living things 

can be classified by these eight levels. The number of living things 

in each level gets smaller until the one animal is left in its species 

The eight levels are:      This is how we would classify a dog 

 Domain 

 Kingdom  

 Phylum  

 Class 

 Order 

 Family  

 Genus 

 Species  

 



 

Task 1  

Research and write a 

biography about Carl 

Linnaeus, the person 

who first published a 

system for classifying 

living things.  

Task 2  

Create a 3D model of 

a bacteria using 

scrap paper/cardboard 

from around your 

home.  

Task 3  

Would you rather be 

a helpful microbe or 

a harmful microbe? 

Explain why using 

your scientific 

knowledge. 

Task 4 

Look for an animal/

insect in your local 

area. Take a       

photograph and then 

complete a        

classification key.  

Task 5  

Research images of a 

bacteria or virus and 

then draw your own, 

be as creative as you 

can.   

Task 6 

Research an animal 

and create the 8 step 

Linnaeus System  

classification for that 

animal.   

Scientists, called Taxonomists, 

sort and group living things  

according to their similarities 

and differences. They use a 

classification key to help them 

to sort living things.  

Example Classification Key 

Microorganism  

Microorganisms are viruses,  

bacteria, moulds and yeast. Some 

animals (dust mites) and plants 

(phytoplankton) are also         

microorganisms. Microorganisms 

are very tiny living things that 

can only be seen using a       

microscope. They can be found in 

and on our bodies, in the air, in 

water and on objects around us.  


