
One of the most famous Anglo-Saxon kings was Alfred, one of the only kings in British history to be 
called 'Great'. He had three older brothers and was never supposed to become king. But some-
thing terrible happened to each of them and so Alfred became king. 

His father was king of Wessex, but by the end of Alfred's reign his coins 
referred to him as 'King of the English'. 

He fought the Vikings and then made peace so that English and Vikings 
settled down to live together. He encouraged people to learn and he tried 

Who was Alfred the Great? 
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Timeline of Alfred the Great 

849 
Alfred born in Wantage, the youngest son of King 
Aethelwulf and his wife Osburh. 

853 Alfred accompanies his father to visit Pope Leo in 

Rome  

855 Alfred revisits Rome  

868 Alfred marries Ealhswith  

870 Alfred and his brother fight nine battles against the 

Vikings; Wessex is the only Anglo-Saxon kingdom to 

remain independent 

871 Alfred becomes king at the age of 22; he defeats 

the Vikings at the battle of Ashdown  

877 Alfred hides out from Guthrum in the Somerset Lev-
els 

878 Alfred conducts guerrilla warfare against the Vikings  

879 Alfred wins a decisive battle against Guthrum and the 
Vikings at Edington  

886 Alfred captures London and starts renovating the city  

887 Alfred begins translating Latin texts into English  

890’s Alfred continues to fight wars despite an outbreak of 
plague devastating his allies; compilation of Anglo 
Saxon Chronicles begins  

893 Asser writes his biography of Alfred  

899 Death of Alfred  

Alfred became king in AD871. During his reign he was advised by a council of nobles and church 

leaders. This council was called the Witan. 

Alfred made good laws and believed education was important. He had books translated from Latin 

into English, so people could read them. He also told monks to begin writing the Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle. To help protect his kingdom from Viking attacks, Alfred built forts and walled towns 

known as ‘burhs’. He also built warships to guard the coast from raiders and organised his army 

into two parts. While half the men were at home on their farms, the rest were ready to fight Vi-

kings. Alfred died in AD899 and was buried at his capital city of Winchester. 

How did he rule? 

One story says that Alfred went to Rome at the age of four to meet the Pope. When he 
came home, his mother promised a book of English poetry to the first of her sons who 
could read it to her. With the help of his tutor, Alfred memorised the book so he could re-
cite it by heart and won. 

Later in his life the young King Alfred had to hide from the Vikings on a marshy island 
called Athelney, in Somerset. A famous story tells how, while sheltering in a cowherd's 
hut, the king got a telling-off from the cowherd's wife. Why? He accidentally let her cakes 
(or bread) burn on the fire when he forgot to watch them! 

Stories of Alfred the Great 



 

 

Key Vocabulary for History 

ruler 

The person who has power over a 

particular area of land and a group 
of people. 

kingdom 
The area ruled by a king—in Anglo 
Saxon times, this was very flexible. 

Pope 

The man in charge of the Catholic 
church—a very powerful Christian 
man. 

heathen 

The Anglo Saxons called the Viking 
invaders heathens. This meant they 
were not Christian. 

chronicle A book with events written down—a 

little like a diary. 

Task 1  

Plan and carry out your 

own experiment using the 

skills to work scientifically. 

Make a question, prediction, 

set it up, observe and meas-

ure, record and interpret da-

ta and present your find-

ings. 

Task 2  

Write a diary entry of the 

day King Alfred burned the 

cakes from his view point. 

Task 3  

Research and write a timeline 

of Anglo-Saxon kings and 

how they ruled. 

Task 4. 

Write your name in Anglo-

Saxon runes. Decorate with 

symbols that would im-

portant things to you. 

Task 5  

Make an Anglo Saxon 

shield, to show how they 

would have protected them-

selves from attack. 

Task 6  

Make a crown to give to 

King Alfred. 

In order to work scientifically, we need to do these 7 skills:  
 asking questions,  

 making predictions,  
 setting up tests,  

 observing and measuring,  
 recording data,  

 interpreting and communicating results,  
 Evaluating.  
It is important to think carefully about your question to make sure it 
is relevant. Scientists then make a prediction of what they think will happen. 
Scientists collect and record data, then they present this in different ways to 
answer questions. Finally they present their results in a table of data, or in 
a chart or graph.  

Working Scientifically  

There are different ways to get your answer, you could: 
 Carry out a fair or comparative test - where you change one variable 

at a time and keep all the others the same to see what effect this 
may have. 

 Carry out some research - using secondary sources of infor-
mation such as books or the internet. 

 Observe changes over time - this could be over minutes or months! 

 Look for patterns and relationships - when investigating links be-
tween two variables. 

 Identifying, grouping and classifying - by observing items and then 
sorting them into different groups. 

 Problem solving - using your previous scientific knowledge to help 
you answer the question. 

Different ways of answering questions. 


