
In our last topic, we learned all about the Romans. Most his-

torians believe that by about 400AD, the Roman Empire in 

the West had started to collapse after attacks by different 

tribes and the Romans left Britain sometime around then. 

People from tribes including the Angles, the Saxons and the 

Jutes arrived in Britain looking for a place to settle. 

What Happened to the Romans? 

Anglo Saxons                 Spring 1 

Key Events 

449 
Angles and Saxons first arrive in Britain 

Around 700 Most Anglo Saxons have converted to Christi-

anity. 

793AD The Vikings make their first attack on the holy 

island of Lindisfarne. 

878AD Anglo Saxons and Vikings mae an agreement 

where certain parts of Britain are ruled by Vi-

kings.  

899AD King Alfred dies—he has defeated most of the 

Vikings and begun to establish the first part of 

the country that will later become England. 

954AD The Vikings are defeated at York, which leads 

the way to the kingdom of Northumbria joining 

with the other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in the 

south to form an early form of England. 

1066 The Normans invade England, defeating the An-
glo Saxon king Harold. 

For a long time, historians thought we did not know much 

about the Anglo Saxons. The Romans left behind brick and 

stone buildings, pottery and metal objects; their culture was 

based on these objects. The Anglo Saxons made buildings out 

of wood and objects from materials that have not survived 

over the years. They did not leave much writing behind either. 

There have been a few discoveries however, that tell us that the Anglo Saxons led 

complex and interesting lives.—in particular, the hoard at Sutton Hoo, which had lots 

of jewels and armour belonging to an Anglo Saxon king. 

The Dark Ages? 

When the Romans left, there was no such place as England, but by 1066, when the 

Normans beat King Harold, he was very much the King of England. The word England 

comes from the tribe name Angle, the people who started to settle in 449AD. Each 

little area had its own “king.” After invasion by the Vikings, and a number of wars and 

battles, alliances and pacts the different Anglo-Saxon kingdoms eventually formed 

what we would recognize today as England. 

England 



 

 

Key Vocabulary for History 

archeology 

The study of history by studying objects or 

buildings left behind. This might involve 

digging but could also be looking at the 

landscape. 

settle 
To move to a place and start to build hous-
es and other buildings. 

geophysics 
To study what is under the ground by 
bouncing radar and electricity off. 

kingdom 

The area ruled over by a monarch. In Anglo
-Saxon times, these are mostly kings, but 
there were some queens too. 

artefacts Objects that tell us about the past.  

Task 1  

Plan and create your 

own Saxon settlement. 

Task 2  

Write the story of how 

King Alfred burned the 

cakes. 

Task 3  

Watch an episode of 

Time Team on 

youtube and make 

notes about what 

Task 4. 

Find and photograph 

or film insects in your 

local area. Remember 

NEVER to move organ-

isms around. 

Task 5  

Make a habitat in a 

box—for example a 

rainforest with trees, 

water pools and or-

ganisms that would 

Task 6  

Make a helmet like the 

one found at Sutton 

Hoo. You could deco-

rate with foil; 

An organism is any living thing.  All liv-

ing things move, respire (or breathe), 

sense their environment, grow, repro-

duce, get rid of their waste and find 

food. We can categorise or sort all liv-

ing things by the properties it has—the 

things it eats, how it breathes, if and 

how it moves and so on.   

Organisms 

A habitat is where an organism lives. 

Usually, organisms are really well suit-

ed to their habitat—they have things 

that help them live well.  Some differ-

ent habitats we will study include po-

lar, rainforest and desert. 

Habitat 

 

Key Vocabulary for Science 

organism 
Any living thing. Includes plants, animals, fungi 

and bacteria. 

habitat The places that organisms live.  

vertebrate 
Any animal with a backbone. Mammals, fish, 
birds, reptiles and amphibians are all inverte-
brates. 

invertebrate 
Any animal without a backbone 

categorise Sort things into categories/groups using a   


