
American Adventure              Autumn 1 

Key Places 

New York 
New York City is the largest city in the USA. It is home to 8 
million people and has some of the world’s largest and 
richest banks, famous shops and tourist attractions. 

Boston 
Boston is a city near where the first European settlers land-
ed in America. 

 
Mississippi River 

The Mississippi River is the second longest river in North 

America and flows through ten states, including the state 

of Mississippi. 

Rocky   Mountains 

 

Also known as The Rockies, these are the largest mountains 
in North America and stretch around 3000km from Canada 
into the USA. 

 
Currumpaw, New 
Mexico 

Currumpaw is a town in New Mexico famous for being 

the home of Lobo, a huge wolf. The hunt for Lobo and his 

death eventually started the animal preservation move-

ment in the USA. 

 
Yellowstone Park,  
Wyoming 

Yellowstone was the first national park in the world and is 

known for its wildlife and geological features such as a 

huge geyser (or water spout) called Old Faithful. 

The first European settlers (people who travelled from Europe to North America) to arrive went to the 

America to have freedom of religion, to trade and to see if they could make a better life for themselves. 

They became known as pilgrims. Many of the pilgrims found life extremely hard and many did not survive. 

People still celebrate the first Thanksgiving today, where a group of pilgrims were saved by Native Ameri-

cans who shared their food. 

Pilgrims 

 

Map of USA 

The Native Americans were the people who lived in North America before European settlers arrived. They 

had enormously varied lives. In the east, there were farming tribes, settled villages in the southwest and 

nomadic buffalo hunters on the central Great Plains. Some Native American tribes made dreamcatchers 

which were designed to prevent bad dreams. 

Native Americans 



 

 Key Vocabulary 

Compare 

(in geography) 

 

Finding the similarities and differences 

between places and how people live. 

Settlement 

 

Settlements are places were people live and 
sometimes work. 

Land use 

 

Humans put land to use in all sorts of ways: 
to live, to farm, for industry. 

Native 

Someone who comes from a place originally 
is called a native. 

 
Industry 

Using land to make things. Factories are an 

example of industry. 

 
Northern  

Hemisphere 

The northern-most half of the globe, in-

cluding the North American continent. 

 
Landmark 

A famous building, place or feature of the 

landscape. 

Aerial       Pho-

to 

A picture taken from the sky, by a helicop-

ter or satellite.  

Task 1  

Draw and label a picture of a fa-

mous New York landmark. 

Task 2  

Design and make a Native Ameri-

can war bonnet. 

Task 3  

Create a house for the Pilgrims to 

live in.  

Task 4 

Create a video persuading people 

to come to a National Park. 

  

The National Park system in the USA was set 

up to protect areas that are special because of 

their wildlife, geology or plants. 

Millions of people every year visit the national 

parks. Yellowstone Park in Wyoming is the 

largest. The Grand Canyon is one of the most 

visited parks. 

National Parks 

As the European settlers began to move west 

across the continent, they set up towns and 

settlements. These towns and settlements 

were often extremely tough places to live—

wild and lawless—and this time and those 

places became known as the Wild West.  

Wild West 


