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Key Events 

753BC 
The city of Rome is founded. It 

becomes a republic where the people 

in power are elected. 

146BC 
North Africal, Greece, Spain and 
France are all part of the Roman 

Empire. 

55BC Julius Caesar invades Britain but 

is forced to return his forces to 

Gaul (France) 

AD 43 
The Emperor Claudius invades 
Briatin successfully establishing 

Roman rule for the next 400 years. 

AD60-61 Boudicca leads a rebelling against 

the Romans. The rebellion is 

unsuccessful. 

AD122 The building of Hadrian’s Wall 

begins. 

AD209 Emperor Septimius Serveus tries to 

conquer Scotland. 

410AD Roman rule in Britain ends. 

Roman towns and houses were very sophisticated, particularly 

in comparison to the houses people had before the invasion. 

The richest Romans lived in fancy houses called villas with 

beautiful decoration, including mosaics. Most Romans went to 

the bathhouse regularly—it was a place to get clean and catch 

up on all the latest gossip. 

Roman Towns and Houses 

The Roman Army was ruthlessly organized. Each man 

(legionary) had good, solid metal armour, a helmet, a shield 

and weapons. Each unit (called a century) could organize itself 

in formation to protect or attack others. The enemies the Ro-

mans came up against had often never seen anything like this 

before and were often easily beaten. 

The Roman Army 

In 55BCl, the Roman leader Julius Caesar attempted to invade Britain 

after successfully conquering Gaul (or France, as it is called now). 

He was driven back by poor weather. Less than a hundred years lat-

er, the Emperor Claudius led a successful invasion of Britain and es-

tablished Roman rule for the next 400 years. The Romans changed 

life in Britain  and brought incredible things and ideas to the coun-

try. When they left, in 410AD, the British people went back to a much 

simpler life. 

 



 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Legion 

A unit of the Roman Army 

about 5,200 soldiers and 

300 horses.  

Centurion 

Roman leaders who led a 

“century”. Despite the name, 
these centuries were not 100 

soldiers but between 30 and 60 
men. 

Emperor 

The leader of the Roman Em-
pire. Rome had been a republic 
with elected leaders until Julius 
Caesar’s nephew Augustus took 

over as Emperor. 

Conquer 
To take over land by using 

force.  

Celtic 
The people who lived in Britain 

before the Romans arrived are 

often called Celtic. 

BC/BCE 
Before Christ or Before Com-

mon Era. These dates number 

the years before Jesus’ Birth. 

AD/CE 

Ano Domini or Common Era. 

These numbers mark the years 

after Jesus’ birth (we are in 

2022AD) 

Task 1  

Create a Roman Army 

shield.  

Task 2  

Draw a map or an 

“aerial picture” of a 

Roman Town. 

Task 3  

Write a tablet as if 

you were a roman 

soldier on Hadrian’s 

Wall. 

Task 4. 

Create a timeline of 

important Roman 

events. 

Task 5  

Research a roman em-

peror and create a 

factfile for him. 

Task 6  

Create a model of ro-

man villa. 

Julius Caesar is probably 

the most famous Roman of 

all time. He was a very 

senior politician (never 

Emperor) and 

soldier. In 55BC 

lead an invasion 

of Britain but was 

turned back by bad 

weather and luck. 

Julius Caesar 

The Emperor Claudius was the 

ultimate ruler of the Roman 

Empire from 41-54AD. He led a 

second successful invasion of 

Britain with five legions and 

rode through the streets 

on an elephant.  

Emperor Claudius 


