
 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 9 Religious Education 
 

Summer 1 / Autumn 1 Autumn 1 / Autumn 2 Spring 1 / Spring 2 Summer 1 

Topic 
Christian beliefs and teachings 
 
The Nature of God: omnipotent; omni-
benevolent. Evil and suffering. The 
Trinity. 
Creation: Genesis; nature and role of 
humans; literal and nonliteral ways of 
interpretation. 
Jesus Christ: beliefs and teachings about 
Jesus’ incarnation; crucifixion; salvation 
and atonement; resurrection and 
ascension.  
Salvation: law; sin as preventing 
salvation; Grace and the Spirit. 
Afterlife: Eschatological beliefs; 
judgement; resurrection; traditional and 
contemporary beliefs about heaven and 
hell. 

Topic 
Islam beliefs and teachings 
 
Nature of Allah: Tawhid; immanence, 
transcendence, omnipotence, 
beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice; 
Adalat in Shi’a Islam. 
Prophethood: nature of prophethood; 
the importance of prophets; the 
importance of Adam; the importance of 
Ibrahim as the father of Isaac and 
Ishma’il; the importance of Isa; the 
importance of Muhammad as the sea of 
the Prophets. 
Angels: the significance of angels in 
Islam; diversity in belief between Shi’a 
and Sunni Muslims regarding angels and 
free will; the significance of Jibril’s 
revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad; 
the significance of Mika’il; and the 
significance of Israfil. 
Akhirah: Al Qadr; Muslim beliefs and 
teachings about the afterlife; human 
freedom and its relation to the Day of 
Judgement; heaven and hell. 
Foundations of Faith: the six articles of 
faith in Sunni Islam; the five roots in 
Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam; Islamic 
attitudes towards Kutub, Sahifah, Injil, 
Tawrat and Zabur. 

Topic 
Issues of Relationships 
 
Relationships: Christian and Islamic 
beliefs and teachings about the nature 
and purpose of relationships; nature 
and purpose of marriage; attitudes 
towards adultery; divorce; separation 
and remarriage. 
Sexual Relationships: Christian and 
Islamic teachings about the nature and 
purpose of sex and the use of 
contraception; attitudes towards same 
sex relationships. 
Issues of equality; gender prejudice; 
and discrimination: Attitudes within 
Christianity and Islam towards the roles 
of men and women in worship. 

Topic: 
Issues of Good and Evil 
 
Crime and Punishment: Christian and 
Islamic beliefs and teachings about what 
makes and act ‘wrong’; religious and 
ethical responses; beliefs and attitudes 
about the causes of crime and the aims 
of punishment; the treatment of 
criminals and the work of prison 
reformers; varied attitudes towards the 
Death Penalty. 
Forgiveness: Christian and Islamic 
teachings about forgiveness; and 
examples of forgiveness arising from 
personal beliefs. 
Good, Evil and Suffering: Christian and 
Islamic philosophical perspectives on 
the origin of sin and evil; philosophical 
challenges posed by belief in God, free 
will and the existence of evil and 
suffering.  

Links to prior learning: Links to prior learning: 
 

Links to prior learning: 
 

Links to prior learning: 
 



 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
Students will build upon their 
understanding of Christianity explored 
in Year 7 topic and through various Year 
8 topics where they have applied 
religion to different scenarios including 
ethical debates and the topic of charity. 
 
Stretch and challenge enquiry: 
Which teachings from Christianity are 
the most significant and important to a 
Christian’s daily life?  

Students will build upon their 
understanding of Islam explored in Year 
7 topic and through various Year 8 
topics where they have applied religion 
to different scenarios including ethical 
debates and the topic of charity. 
 
Stretch and challenge enquiry: 
What are the similarities and 
differences between Christian beliefs 
and teachings and Islamic beliefs and 
teachings? 

Students will be able to apply their 
understanding of Christian and Islamic 
beliefs to everyday situations through 
the study of relationships from different 
perspectives. 
 
 
Stretch and challenge: 
To what extent to attitudes within 
religions vary towards relationships? 

Students will be able to apply their 
understanding of Christian and Islamic 
beliefs to the topic of Good and Evil. 
Students will also be able to draw upon 
learning from Year 8 looking at whether 
laws should be broken or not.  
 
Stretch and challenge: 
‘The Death Penalty is always wrong’ 
Discuss this statement using your 
knowledge of Christianity and Islam. 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

 EDUQAS GCSE RE Religious Studies Workbook. 
 

 A Very Short Introduction to Christianity (OUP) 
 A Very Short Introduction to Islam (OUP 

 Visit a local church or mosque. 

 


