
 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 7 Music 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
Notation and 
Elements 
 
Musical 
elements and 
stave notation. 

Topic 
Peter and the Wolf 
 
Programme music 
and composing your 
own. 

Topic 
Scales 
 
 
Patterns of Major, 
Minor and Pentatonic 
scales. 

Topic 
Magical Music 
 
 
Note values, stave notation 
whilst learning Hedwig’s theme 
tune.  

Topic 
African Drumming 
 
 
Rhythmic patterns 
and learning to 
perform in a group 
setting.  

Topic 
Minimalism 
 
 
Minimalist techniques and 
musicians.  

Links to prior 
learning 
 
 
 
Stretch and 
Challenge 
Enquiry 
How can the use 
of the different 
musical elements 
change the 
emotion of a 
piece of music? 

Links to prior learning 
Musical elements  
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How can programme 
music help to enhance 
emotions in a scene? 

Links to prior learning 
Musical elements 
Mood in music 
Shapes 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How can the type of 
notes used in a piece of 
music affect the mood? 

Links to prior learning 
Stave notation 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
Can you identify the time signature 
of a piece of music by listening to 
it? 

Links to prior learning 
Note values 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
Can different 
drumming styles be 
linked with different 
cultures around the 
world? 

Links to prior learning 
Minimalism in art 
Note values 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How has Minimalist music 
influenced other genres of 
music? 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

Access to YouTube 
Materials to create un-tuned percussion  
instruments (drum) 
Access to the internet (research) 
 

Peter and the Wolf – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfM7Y9Pcdzw 
 
Virtual Gallery - 
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/minimalism/m057k3
?categoryId=art-movement 
 

Listen to a piece of music and identify the musical 
elements that have been used. 
Teach a family member the names and values of the 
different notes. 
Make your own drum and create different cyclical and 
poly-rhythmic patterns as a family. 
Look at Minimalist art. Can you see the same 
characteristics of minimalist music? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfM7Y9Pcdzw
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/minimalism/m057k3?categoryId=art-movement
https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/minimalism/m057k3?categoryId=art-movement


 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 8 Music 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
Blues 
 
The history of the blues 
and the influence of the 
blues on popular music. 

Topic 
Rock’n’Roll Mashup 
 
A continuation of the 
blues era and its 
influence on popular 
music. 

Topic 
Pachelbel’s Canon 
 
The Classical era and its 
history. 

Topic 
 Fur Elise 
 
A continuation of 
Classical music, looking 
closely at the umbrella 
of ‘Classical music’. 

Topic 
 STOMP! 
 
Creating music in a 
non-traditional way. 

Topic 
Words and Music 
 
How words are used 
across different cultures 
and understanding the 
structure of songs. 

Links to prior learning 
Slavery 
 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How has blues 
music served as a mirror 
and a window for African 
American history and 
culture? 

Links to prior learning 
Blues 
Composition 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How did Rock’n’Roll pave 
the way for a new era of 
music to be created? 
 
 

Links to prior learning 
Notation 
Note Values 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How did the invention of 
the piano change the 
direction of ‘Classical’ 
music? 

Links to prior learning 
Classical 
Notation 
Note Values 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
What key feature of 
classical music has 
impacted today’s popular 
music? 

Links to prior learning 
Group ensemble 
Musical Elements 
African Drumming 
(polyrhythms) 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How do the STOMP! 
Performer’s use 
movement to enhance 
their piece? 

Links to prior learning 
Group ensemble 
Culture 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
Does culture affect 
music? Why? 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

Access to the internet 
Paper 
Pens 

http://stomplondon.com/ - STOMP! 
https://www.classical-music.com/ - Classical 
https://cultursmag.com/famous-instruments-around-
the-world/ - Instruments 
 
 

Spend time listening to music from different cultures. 
What are the differences? 
Create a research page showing traditional 
instruments from around the world. 
Find and listen to popular songs that use the 12 bar 
blues song structure. 
Can you create a timeline of the different ‘classical’ 
periods that fit under the umbrella term ‘Classical’? 

 

http://stomplondon.com/
https://www.classical-music.com/
https://cultursmag.com/famous-instruments-around-the-world/
https://cultursmag.com/famous-instruments-around-the-world/


 The Bemrose School Curriculum 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 9 Music 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 

Topic 
Musical song writing 
 
Lyric writing, 
compositional skills and 
chords.  

Topic 
Events Management 
 
Roles within the music 
industry. Understanding 
key factors when 
organising a musical 
event. 

Topic 
Film Music - Devices 
 
Different devices used 
within film music. 

Topic 
 Film Music - Trailer 
 
Create a film trailer 
using film devices. 

Topic 
 Battle of the Bands 
 
Group work, creating a 
cover of a song. 
Understanding the 
characteristics of 
different genres. 
 

Links to prior learning 
Compositional skills 
Song structure 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How can the key 
signature of a song help 
to inform the mood of the 
piece? 
 

Links to prior learning 
Musical Elements 
Note values 
Stave notation 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
What current issues 
might the music industry 
face when planning an 
event? 

Links to prior learning 
Musical Elements 
 
 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
How can silence be used 
successfully within music 
to build suspense during a 
film scene? 

Links to prior learning 
Film Devices 
Musical Elements 
Compositional skills 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
What is the purpose of 
trailer music?  
 
What makes a successful 
piece of trailer music? 

Links to prior learning 
Stave notation 
Note values 
Chords 
Song structure 
Blues 
Stretch and Challenge 
Enquiry 
People enjoy music from 
different genres. How 
might music inspire and 
comfort individuals during 
difficult moments? 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

Access to the internet 
Paper 
Pen 
 

https://broadwaydirect.com/where-to-watch-
musicals-online-the-musical-lovers-guide-to-
streaming/ - Musicals 
https://www.wherecanwego.com/whats-
on/derbyshire - Event Management 
 

Listen to your favourite song. Can you label the 
different parts that make up the structure of the song? 
Watch online or organise to go to a local music event. 
Can you spot the different job roles? 
Watch a range of different film trailers and list the film 
devices they used.  
Create a family band and cover your favourite song.  

 

https://broadwaydirect.com/where-to-watch-musicals-online-the-musical-lovers-guide-to-streaming/
https://broadwaydirect.com/where-to-watch-musicals-online-the-musical-lovers-guide-to-streaming/
https://broadwaydirect.com/where-to-watch-musicals-online-the-musical-lovers-guide-to-streaming/
https://www.wherecanwego.com/whats-on/derbyshire
https://www.wherecanwego.com/whats-on/derbyshire


 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 10 BTEC Music 
 

Autumn 1 & 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1 & 2 

Topic – Unit 7 
Introducing Music Sequencing 
‘Virtual Studios’ Interview & 
Sandy Beaches Holiday Company 
 
Understanding of DAW (Digital Audio 
Workstation) using an online software, 
exploring music sequencing techniques 
and creating an advertising music. 

Topic – Unit 2 
Managing a music Product 
Lunch Time Concert 
 
 

Managing the planning, delivery and promotion of a live 
concert, CD, or other music product. The success of their 
music product will rely heavily on the planning and 
development process. 
 

Topic – Unit 5&1 
Introduction to music performance & Music 
Industry (AO1) 
Getting Better & prepare for external exam 
 
Understanding the skills on a particular instrument. 
Gaining awareness and an underpinning knowledge 
of the basic structure of the music industry, taking 
into consideration some of the roles undertaken by 
those working in it.  

Links to prior learning 
Mood in music, musical elements, 
composition 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How can music affect the overall tone of 
advertising. 

Links to prior learning 
Events Management 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
What are the issues the music industry face when planning an 
event? Why? 

Links to prior learning 
Stave Knowledge, Note Values, Events Management 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
What are the challenges that performers face during  
rehearsals? What are the strategies to overcome these 
challenges? 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

Access to YouTube 
Access to the internet (research) 
Login details for the online software 
Musical Instruments  

Unit 2 - Starting out a music product:  
http://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Home/Advice/Playing-
Live/Gigs-and-Live-Entertainments/Starting-Out 
 
Unit 1 – Virtual Textbook:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BPdmaa5c3g&list= 
PLNeHS3oeH2407BRHJRpaWBaEfCdeHzxcg 
 
Unit 7- Sound On Sound magazine - www.soundonsound.com 
 
Unit 5 - YouTube (www.youtube.com) has a wide range of 
videos for developing instrumental/vocal techniques, including 
technical exercises. 

Watch online or organise to go to a local music event. 
Can you spot the different job roles? 
 
 
Organise a mini concert at your back garden and give 
everyone in the family a job role in order to accomplish 
the concert, just like in music industry. 
 
 
Create a family band and cover your favourite song. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BPdmaa5c3g&list=%20PLNeHS3oeH2407BRHJRpaWBaEfCdeHzxcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BPdmaa5c3g&list=%20PLNeHS3oeH2407BRHJRpaWBaEfCdeHzxcg
http://www.soundonsound.com/


 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 11 BTEC Music 
 

Autumn 1 & 2 Spring 1 & 2 Summer 1  

Topic – Unit 5 
Introduction to Music Performance 
 
The Talent Scout 
 
Developing the skills learnt on a 
particular instrument and prepare for a 
performance to an audience. 

Topic - Unit 1 
Music Industry (AO2 & AO3) 
 
Prepare for external exam 
 

Developing the awareness and knowledge of the basic 
structure of the music industry, taking into consideration 
some of the roles undertaken by those working in it. 

Topic – Unit 1 
 Music Industry (AO4 & Exam style questions) 
 
Prepare for external exam 
 

Apply the knowledge of the basic structure of the 
music industry, taking into consideration some of 
the roles undertaken by those working in it within an 
exam. 

Links to prior learning 
Musical Elements, Stave Knowledge, Note 
Values, World Music, Ensemble Culture, 
World Music, Compositional skills,   
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How do performers use solo and ensemble 
skills and techniques  in order to enhance 
their performance. 

Links to prior learning 
Managing a music product, ensemble culture 
 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How organisations interrelate and why these relationships are 
important? 

Links to prior learning 
Events Management, Ensemble culture 
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
What are the strategies to use to overcome the issues 
the music industry faces currently? 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

Access to YouTube 
Access to the internet (research) 
Musical Instruments 

Unit 1 – Virtual Textbook:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BPdmaa5c3g&list= 
PLNeHS3oeH2407BRHJRpaWBaEfCdeHzxcg 
 
Unit 5 - YouTube (www.youtube.com) has a wide range of 
videos for developing instrumental/vocal techniques, including 
technical exercises. 

Organise a mini concert at your back garden and give 
everyone in the family a job role in order to accomplish 
the concert, just like in music industry. 
 
Watch online or organise to go to a local music event. 
Can you spot the different job roles? 
 
Create a family band and cover your favourite song. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BPdmaa5c3g&list=%20PLNeHS3oeH2407BRHJRpaWBaEfCdeHzxcg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BPdmaa5c3g&list=%20PLNeHS3oeH2407BRHJRpaWBaEfCdeHzxcg

