
 The Bemrose School Curriculum 
 

Curriculum Overview:  Year 8 English – Ideologies present throughout literature 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 

Topic 
Introduction to Gothic 
Conventions of Gothic genre 
Importance of setting and 
characterisation in the 
Gothic 
Gothic genre development  
Clear sense of tradition in 
literature 

Topic 
Intro to Shakespeare 
Shakespeare’s context main 
genres and themes  
Sonnets 
Female characters 

Topic 
‘Songs’ of William Blake 
To know key historical events 
that influenced the literary 
tradition of Romanticism  
To know conventions of 
Romantic poetry and the key 
figures 

Topic 
Animal Farm 
Themes and characters 
(power struggle, usurping 
and tyranny)  
To understand allegory the 
influences behind a novel 

Topic 
Themed writing around 
Animal Farm 
Conventions of transactional 
writing (speech, article, 
obituary, letter) 
To know how themes present 
themselves real world in non- 
fiction texts, exploring 
different forms of inequality 

Links to prior learning 
Convention of supernatural is 
also explored through The 
Purple Lady  
Narrative structure and 
archetypal characters revisited  
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How can specificity be used to 
create tension in Gothic 
writing? 

Links to prior learning 
Builds on understanding of 
presentation of female 
characters in literature. Builds 
on analysis skills, writers’ 
intentions and audience 
response.  
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How is Shakespeare’s influence 
seen in modern literature? 

Links to prior learning 
Builds on the idea of 
conventions  
Knowledge of biblical stories 
from the year 7 unit to make 
reference to and understand 
allusions in the poetry. 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How influential are Blake’s 
philosophical, religious and 
political beliefs on his poetry? 

Links to prior learning 
Students apply knowledge of 
Propp and story structure 
studied in year 7 to the novel. 
Links made Blake’s poetry as 
political and philosophical 
influences 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
How is Shakespeare’s influence 
seen in modern literature? 

Links to prior learning 
Builds on the themes present in 
Animal Farm whilst introducing 
students to non-fiction writing 
and a broad range of genres 
under this umbrella.  
 
Stretch and Challenge Enquiry 
To what extent does your 
socio-economic background 
affect your life chances 
(meritocracy)? 

Equipment Needed Wider Reading Family activities 

• Gothic extracts booklet (provided) 

• Shakespearian extracts booklet (provided) 

• Copies of Animal Farm (provided) 

• 1984 by George Orwell 

• Further romantic poetry by poets such as William 
Wordsworth, John Keats and Lord Byron 

• Speak Up: Speeches for Young People by Adora 
Svitak 

• Share reading aloud together – both fiction and 
non-fiction 

• Learn a range of techniques and terminology 

• See if you can link to any of the Shakespearian 
techniques, ideas or characters watching a movie 
or TV programme.  

 


